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PREFACE* 

Xt  is  Mturally  expected,  tli&t  the  Atltbor  (df  everj  Work' 
that  issues  from  the  l^iress^  shoakl  aoqaaint  the  Public  witll 
an  outline  of  the  Plaa  be  neatis  to  parsdey  stid  also  with 
a  brief  View.of  the  nature  of  tfa^^  Work  hid  irises  to  lay 
.  before  them. 

The  Calamities  t>f  Wat  hare,  firom  tfai!  year  lt89,  tUl 
tjie  priSseot  Period,  with  rery  Utile  lotetrtiptiei^  scourged 
and  desolated  Europe.  Daring  twisnQr-five  years,  varioua 
States  have  been  overtumed;  Kings  dethroned;  ne#  ooea 
made;  and,  ioi  fact,  all  the  European  Nataons^  from  the 
Confinteof  Pertugal  in  the  StfUth-nrest,  to  the  Environs  o^ 
Moscow  in  Russia  in  the  Nortb^dist,  have  beeh  the  Viictiasa 
of  all  the  Miseries  attendant  oh  the  Conflicts  of  cdntMdtng 
▲raoies. 

But  notUng  can  record  the  Vicissittiiies  of  iTortune  tbx^ 
cept  the  Page  of  History;  and  while  the  Editor  professes 
to  lay  before  the  Reader  a  succinct  Relatiod  of  the  Circhm- 
stances  which  led  td  the  Revolution  in  France^  a  brief  Vfe# 
of  the  Progress  and  Success  of  that  Revolution  against  all 
the  united  Power  of  European  iCingdoms,  the  EmpUly-^ 
ment  and  successful  Enterpriser  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte^ 
the  Biographical  History  of  the  Exploits  of  chat  ezttaoi^i- 
hary  Personage,  whose  unparalleled  Career  astonished  all 
the  World  j  must  form  a  valuable  Desideratum  for  the  Re- 
flection of  the  Politician,  the  Statesman,  the  P|ulosopher, 
i«midthe.Htstoriati4 
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Napoleon  Bonaparte,  it  is  well  known  was  a  Natire  ci 
Corsica,  and  was  brought  up  in  the  Military  School  in  thai 
Island :  in  the  Course  of  the  warlike  Operations  during  the 
Progress  of  the  Republican  Arms,  this  enterprizing  Officer 
was  taking  into  the  Service,  and  behaving  with  the  greatest 
Intrepidity,  aided  by  the  most  consummate  Skill  in  Military 
Tactics,  was  amazingly  successful.  This  naturally  paved 
th^  Way  for  his  Advancement,  .and  after  his  Return  fromr 
bk  atcbievements  in  Egypt,  he  was  elected  First  Consul  of 
the  French  Republic;  a  Title  too.  insignificant  for  his  Am* 
hitioa;  and  after  a  short  time  he  waa  created  Emperor  of 
the  French. 

The  following  Sheets,  then,  after  containirrg  a  summary 
Account  of  the  Transactions  during  Republican  France,, 
which  led  to  the  Elevation  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  will 
contain  a  regular  Narrative  of  the  Wan  and  Campaigns 
in  which  he  has  been  engaged.  His  Successes  will  be 
noticed,  and  his  Defeats  will  be  enumerated ;  more  partis 
cularly  those  which  bie  suffered  in  the  frozen  Regions  of 
Russia  during  the  Campaign  of  the  Year  1812;  and  his 
subsequent  Disasters  in  the  Campaign  of  the  present  Year 
1814,  till  bis  final  Renunciation  of  the  Imperial  Diadem^ 
and  the  consequent.  Re-establishment  of  the  Bourbon 
Dynasty  on  the  Throne  of  their  Ancestors. 

This  Work,  however,  will  not  be  the  Vehicle  of  Party, 
but  its  professed^Princjple  is  to'enumerate  the  Facts  as  they 
Q^urred  without  Bias. 
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MEMOIRS 
NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE, 

AND 

HISTORY  OF  THE  WARiT 

PROM  THE 

FRENCH  REVOLUTION,  in  1789. 


CHAPTER    L 


CIRCUMSTANCES   WHICH    LED    TO    THE    REVOLUTIOIf 
IN    FRANCE. 

THE  utility  of  history  depends  upoo  the  accuracy 
with  which  causes  and  motives  are  iuTCstigated, 
and  the  springs  of  action  laid  open  to  the  inspection 
of  the  reader*^  By  these  means  posterity  are  guarded 
against  error;  and,  as  all  human  knowled^  is  gained 
by  experience,  the  speculative  politician  is  furnished 
with  materials  for  the  establishment  of  systems^  and 
the  improvement  of  the  science  of  government.  It 
will  therefore  be  our  aim,  not  merely  to  detail  facts, 
but  to  distinguish  their  causes,  and  explain  the  prin-* 
ciples  upon  which  those  amazing  events  arising  out 
of  the  French  Revolution  have  depended. 

In  the  years  1787  and  1788,  the  government  of 
France  was  greatly  disturbed  by  the  discontents  of 
the  people  from  the  derangement  of  the  finances, 
and  the  scarcity  of  corn,  which  threatened  a  famine. 
7be  king  Ipad  dismissed  M.  Calonne  from  his  coun-* 
sels,  and  France  was  left  without  a  minister,  and  al-« 
most  without  a  system.  In  this  dilemma,  the  king, 
with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  his  most  urgent  necessi* 
ties,  had  convened  a  meeting  of  the  Jfotahles^  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  general  land-tax.  They  con- 
ducted themselves  with  respect  and  moderation,  but 
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they  were  not  deGcieot  io  firmness.  Brieboe,  arcb-^ 
bishop  of  Tboulouse^  was  appointed  to  the  office  of 
comptroller-general;  l)ut  the  proposed  ktif)Ast  of  a 
general  land-tax  was  rejected;  and  on  this  occasion 
the  attorney-generhl  of  Pro?ence  boldly  declared,  that 
neither  that  assembly,  the  parliaments^  nor  the  king 
himself,  could  assess  any  such  impost  on  the  country 
which  he  represeDted>  since  it  was  directly  contrary 
to  the  specific  and  indefeasible  rights  of  the  people. 

Louis>  thus  disappointed,  was  compelled  to  have 
recourse  to  his  usual  mode  of  raising  money  by  th<$ 
royal  edicts.  He  proposed  to  double  the  poll-tax 
to  re-establish  the  tbird-twentietb,  and  a  stamp-duty. 
The  whole  of  this  was  highly  disapproved  by  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  but  the  last  in  particular  wfs 
the  immediate  object  of  contention ;  and  that  assem- 
bly, in  the  most  positive  terms,  refused  to  register  the 
edict.  The  king  then  applied,  as  the  last  resort,  tc^ 
bis  absolute  authority,  and  holding  what  is  called  ^'  a 
B£D  OF  justice/*  Compelled  them  to  enrol  the  impost*. 

But  the  parliament,  although  they  were  defeated, 
were  very  far  from  being  subdued;  for,  on  the  very 
day  after  the  king  had  held  his  Bed  of  Justice,  they 
entered  a  formal  protest  against  the  concession  that 
had  been  extorted  from  them.  They  declared,  ^that' 
the  edict  had  been  registered  against  their  approba^ 
tioo  find  consent,  by  the  king's  express  command; 
that  it  neither  ought,  nor  should  have  any  force ;  and 
that  the  first  person  who  should  presume  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  should  be  adjudged  a  traitor,  and  be 
condemned  to  the  galleys/'  This  declaration  left  (he 
crown  no  other  alternative  than  either  proee^iog  td 
extremities  in  support  of  its  aothorhy,  or  giving  up 
for  ever  the  power  of  raising  money  upon  all  otcasioni 
without  the  consent  of  the  parliament. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  discon*^ 
tents,  the  capital  had  been  gradually  jKNed  vrith 
troops;  and  about  a  week  after  the  parliament 
had  entered  their  protest,  an  officer  of  the  Fr^ch 
guards,  with  a  party  of  soldiers,  went  at  break  of 

day 
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day  to  the  hotiie  of  each  iftdtyiduarmenibef,  to  ftig'^ 
Hiff  to  him  the  king's  eoiMBEtid^  that  he  riN>uld  im«- 
«li^iatfely  get  into  hit  carriage  aod  proceed  to  Troyev, 
a  ^itj  of  Cbampflgne^  about  seyentj  miles  from  P4rt0, 
mrithent  writing  or  speaking  to  any  person  out  of  bit 
<fWD  bouse  before  his  departure.  These  orders  ^€tt 
aerVed  at  tbe  same  instant;  and  before  the  Parisi* 
ana  were  acquainted  with  tbe  transaction!  tbe  par*- 
liament  were  already  on  the  road  to  tbe  place  of  their 
eiile. 

Tbe  ministerisl  cabinet  of  Louis  was  now  extremely 
divided,  and  changes  and  contentions  took  place  in 
every  department  of  the  state.  The  king  wished  t^ 
allay  the  growing  discontents ;  but  it  was  generally 
believed  that  bis  royal  consort  (Marie  Antoinette) 
atrongjy  dissuaded  bim  from  any  step  wbioh  might 
tend  to  tbe  diminution  of  his  absolute  authority.  The 
influence  of  that  princess  in  tbe  cabinet  was  undoubt«- 
«dly  great }  but  tbe  popularity  which  she  once  pos^ 
sessed  was  no  more!  and  some  imputations  of  private 
levity,  which  had  been  rumoured  through  tbe  capita^ 
%ef6  far  froth  tendering  her  acceptable  to  tbe  majority 
of  tbe  t>eonle;  while  tbe  count  d'Artots,  the  king's 
bMtber^  who  bad  expressed  himself  in  tbe  most  un^^ 
guarded  terms  against  tbe  perseverance  of  the  parlia*- 
ment»  stood  exposed  to  aU  the  hatred  of  an  oppressed, 
injured,  and  insulted  people.  It  was  not  only  in 
Far  18  that  the  tame  of  liberty  burst  forth ;  for  tha 
pTovineial  parliaments  imitated  the  example  of  tha 
cattail  Among  various  instances  of  this  nature^  the 
parliament  of  Grenoble  passed  a  decree  against  Lettrei 
de  CSchtt,  the  most  odious  and  d^pijcable  engine  of 
arbitrary  powfcr,  and  declared,  that  the  execution  of 
them, /within  (beir  jurisdiction,  by  any  person,  v^d 
under  any  authority,  to  be  a  capital  crime. 

Louis  sought  to  soothe  the  discontented  minds  of 
tbe  JParisians  by  new  regulations  of  economy,. and 
by  continual  retrenchments  in  his  bousehoutd;  but 
these  efhtU,  which  would  at  one  time  have  been  re- 
aetYed  with  the^ioodest  acciafflations,  were  now  lost 
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HI  their  ^peo  aflSi^tion  fpr  the  abteDoe  ^f  '.their  p^Iidii* 
ment ;  and  the  moiiarcb^  to  regaitt  the  affecti#iia  of 
hiB  aubjectflj  after  ao  exile  of  a  month,  consented  t# 
restore  that  assembij.  The  sources  of  dispute  in  the 
territorial  impost,  and  a  stamp  duty,  were  abandoned 
by  Louis ;  and  the  parliament,  on  their  part,  consent*- 
ed  to  register  an  edict,  by  which  Brienne^  archbishof^ , 
of  Thoulouse,  was  continued  first  minister  of  state. 

But  this  harmony  was  of  short  duration^;  for  the 
necessities  of  the  state  still  continued^  nor  could  the 
deficiency  of  the  reyenoe  be  supplied  but  by  eztraor- 
dinary  resources.    About  the  middle  of  Nofember^ 
in  a  full  meeting  of  the  parliament,  attended  by  all 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  peers  of  France,  the 
king  entered  the  assembly,  and  proposed  two  edicta 
for  their  approbation:  the  first  was  for  a  new  loaa 
for  foiir  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  livres,  (nearly 
nineteen  millions  sterling;}  the  second  was  for  the. 
re-establisbmeut  of  the  Protestants  in  all  their  ancient 
-civil  rights,  a  measure  which  had  long  been  warmly 
recommended  by  the  parliament,  and  which  the  king 
Blow  artfully  introduced  to  procure  a  buetter  reception 
to  the  loan.     In  ushering  in  these  edicts^  the  king  de^. 
liyeriBd  himself  in  a  speech  replete  with  eyery  aentiT 
ment  of  regard  for  the  people,  but  at  the  fame  time 
full  of  intimations  to  the  parliament  of  the  obedience 
be  expected.    An  animated  debate  was  continued  for 
nine  hours,  when  the  king,  wearied  by  incessant  op?- 
position^  suddenly  rose,  and  commanded  th^  ei\ct  tf 
be  roistered  without  furthiir  delay.    This  measure 
vras  most  unexpectedly  opposed   by  the   duke  of 
Orleans,  first  prince  of  tiie  blood,  who,  consid/SHng 
it  as  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  parliament^ 
protested  against  the  whole  proceedinga  pf  the  day, 
as  being  thereby  null  and  yoid.     Though  Jjouiscoui^ 
not  eonceal  his  chagrin  at  this  decisiye  step,  he  con- 
tented himself  with  repeating  his  orders,  and  immcs? 
diately  quittiqg  the  assembly,  retired  to  Yersaillea. 

On  the  departure  of  Louis,  the  parliament  coat 
firmed  tb«  protest  of  the  dul|f:e  of  O^maps;.  but  it  waa 
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not  to  be  supposed  that  the  king  would  sUeoUy  pass 
pver  so  bold  ao  attack  on  the  authority  of  the  crown» 
The  next  day  the  baron  de  Breteuil  deliveired  a  letter 
to  the  duke  of  OrleanSj  in  which  be  was  commaDded 
to  retire  to  Viliars  Cotterel^  one  of  his  -seats  about 
fifteen  leagues  from  Paris,  and  to  receive  no  company 
there,  except  his  own  family;  and  at  the  same  tim« 
the  abbe  Stabatiere^  and  M.  Freteau>  who  distinguish*- 
ed  themselves  in  the  debate^  were  seized  under  tbt 
authority  of  lettres  de  cachet,  and  conveyed,  the  first 
to  the  castle  of  Mont  St.  Michel  in  Normandy,  the 
latter  to  a  prison  in  Picardy. 

Tbe  parliament  were  not  backward  in  proclaiming 
their  feelings  at  this  act  of  oppression;  for,  on  th^ 
day  following,  they  waited  on  the  king,  and  expressed 
their  astonishment  and  concern  that  a  prince  of  the 
blood  royal  had  been  exiled^  and  two  of  their  mem- 
bers impsisoned,  for  having  declared  in  his  presence 
what  was  dictated  by  their  duty  and  their  consciences* 
The  answer  of  the  king  was  reserved  and  forbidding; 
^^  When  I  put  away  from  my  presence  a  prince  of  my 
Uoodj  my  parliament  ought  to  believe  that  I  have 
strong  reasons  for  so  doing:  I  have  punished  two 
magistrates,  with  whose  conduct  I  ought  to  be  dissa* 
tisfied."  This  repulse  did  not  discourage  a  most 
spirited  answer:  **  If  exile  (said  they)  is  the  recom* 
pence  of  fidelity  to  the  princes  of  your  blood ;  if 
outrage  and  captivity  threaten  the  ingenuousness  of 
the  chief  magistrates  of  the  kingdom;  we  may  ask 
ourselves  with  terror  and  grie^  what  will  become  of 
tbe  laws,  of  tbe  public  liberty^  of  the  honour,  aod  of 
the  manners  of  the  nation  ?" 

Tbe  parliament,  however,  convinced  of  the  emer- 
gency, registered  the  loan  for  four  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  livres,  (aboi^t  nineteen  millions,  six  bun-* 
dred  and  eighty-seven  thousand,  five  hundred  pounds 
sterlioff, )  which  had  been  the  source  of  this  unfortu- 
nate difierence.  It  is  probable  that  this  concession 
concurred  to  act  upon  the  mind  of  the  king;  and  the 
sentence  of  the  two  magistrates  was  changed  from 
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impruotimeDt  to  exile:  Freteau  being  sent  to  6ne  of 
his  country  seats^  and  Sabatiere  to  a  convent  of  Bene* 
dictioes.     But  the  parliament  was  unwilling  to  give 
up  the  points  against  which  they  had  originallj  re- 
monstrated; and  in  a  petition  conceived  with  free- 
doiDy  and  couched  in  the  most  animated  language^ 
they  reprobated  the  late  acts  of  arbitrary  violence: 
*'  we  do  not  come,"  they  declare^  "  so  much  to  claim 
Tour  compassion,  as  the  protection  of  the  laws.    It 
IS  not  to  yoqr  humanity  alone  that  we  address  our- 
selves ;  it  is  not  a  favour  which  your  parliament  sor 
licits:    it  comes,  sire,  to  demand  justice.      That 
justice  which  is  subject  to  regulations^  independent  of 
the  will  of  man;  even  kings  themselves  are  subservient 
ito  them:  that  glorious  prince  Henry  the  Fourth  ac- 
hnowledged  that  he  had  two  sovereigns,  God,  and 
the  laws.    One  of  these  regulations  is  to  condemn  do 
one  without  a  hearing ;  it  is  a  duty  in  all  times,  and 
in  all  places :  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men ;  and  your  ma- 
jesty will  allow  us  to  represent  to  you.  that  it  is  as 
obligatory  on  you^  as  on  your  subjects.    It  is,  there* 
fore,  in  Uie  name  of  those  laws  which  preserve  em- 
pires ;  in  the  ftame  of  that  liberty  for  which  we  are 
the  respectful  interpreters  and  the  lawful  mediators ; 
in  the  name  of  your  authority,  of  which  we  are  the 
first  and  most  confidential  ministers,  that  we  dare  to 
demand  the  trial  or  the  liberty  of  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
and  of  the  two  exiled  magistrates  who  are  imprisoned 
by  a  sudden  order,  as  contrary  to  the  sentiments  as  to 
the  interests  of  your  majesty/* 

In  the  beginning  of  1788,  the  king  recalled  the 
duke  of  Orleans  to  court,  and  permitted  the  return  of 
the' abb^  Sabatiere  and  M.  Freteau.  But  unanimity 
and  reconciliation  prevailed  not  long  at  court,  and  it 
'  was  asserted,  that  from  some  base  suggestions  of  the 
queen,  Louis  was  again  prevailed  on  to  recur  to  se- 
Ycrity.  Monsieur  de  Lamoignon,  on  the  dismissal  of 
Miromesnil,  had.  on  the  recommendation  of  the  ex- 
minister  Calonne.  been  entrusted  with  the  seals,  and 
h^  still  continued  to  hold  them  under  the  administra- 
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tion  of  the  archbiabop  of  Tboulouse.  Tbe  chain 
cellor.was  summoned  by  M.  de  Brienne  to  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  composing  a  liew  court  of  jurisprudence; 
tbe  Cour  PJeniere  was  to  be  the  result  of  their  joint 
counsels;  each  measure  for  the  establishment  of  that 
court  was  taken  with  the  greatest  secrecj;  a  press 
was  erected  at  Versailles ;  printers  were  employed 
flight  and  day;  and  the  avenues  were  strictly  guarded 
from  the  approach  of  curiosity  by  a  triple  row  of 
bayonets.  These  mysterious  appearances  excited 
fresh  alarms;  and  the  parliament  of  Paris  conceived 
themselves  too  deeply  interested  in  the  event  to  be  ^ 
deterred  by  any  obstacles.  M.  d'Espremenilj  a 
member  of  that  assembly^  possessed  himself  of  the 
important  secret;  he  divulged  it  to  his  associates;  and 
animated  them  to  oppose  with  their  combined  strength 
a  project  which  appeared  to  aim  at  their  final  extinc- 
tion. 

The  court  of  Versailles^  offended  with  the  officious- 
ness  of  M .  d'Espremenil^  was  inflamed  by  the  bold- 
ness with  which  he  harangued  against  its  designs;  the 
king  was  .persuaded  that  examples  of  punishmeni 
were  become  neceissary  to  the  support  of  his  power, 
and  d'Espremenil  and  Monsambert^  whose  pointed 
language  had  pressed  most  closely  on  the  royal  au- 
thority^ were  doomed  to  experience  its  immediate 
resentment.  A  body  of  armed  troops,  provided  with 
axes  to  force  the  doors  in  case  of  resistance,  surround- 
ed the  hotel  in  which  the  parliament  was  convened ; 
colonel  d'Agoust,  who  comqanded  them,  entered  the 
iis$embly  and  secured  the  persons  of  the  noxious  mem- 
bers, who  were  conducted  to  different  prisons.  This 
instance  of  despotism  was  followed  by  a  remonstrance 
of  the  parliament,  which  exceeded  in  boldness  all  the 
former  representations  of  that  assembly.  They  de- 
clared they  were  now  more  strongly  conflrmed,  by 
every  proceeding,  of  the  entire  innovation  which  was 
aimed  at  in  the  constitution:  '' But,  sire,  (said  they,) 
the  French  nation  will  n^ver  adopt  the  despotic  mea- 
sures to  which  you  are  advised ;  the  efiects  of  which 
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alarm  the  most  faithful  of  your  magistrates ;  we  slian 
not  repeat  all  the  unfortunate  circumstances  which 
afflict  us ;  we  shall  only  represent  to  you^  with  re- 
spectful firmness^  that  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom  must  not  be  trampled  upon;  and  that ^our 
authority  can  only  be  esteemed  so  long  as  it  is  tempered 
tvithjuatice.'* 

Such  bold  and  decisive  language,  which  asserted 
the  controlling  power  of  the  laws  above  the  authority 
of  the  sovereign,  could  not  fail  to  alarm  the  bosom  of 
the  kin^.  To  diminish  the  influence  of  parliament^ 
it  was  determined  again  to  convene' the  notables;  and 
about  the  beginning  of  May,  Louis  appeared  in  that 
assembly;  and  after  complaining  of  the  excesses  ia 
which  the  parliament  of  Paris  had  indulged  them- 
selves,  and  which  had  drawn  down  his  indignation  on 
a  few  of  the  members^^  he  declared  his  resolution^ 
instead  of  annihilating  them  as  a  body,  to  bring  them 
back  to  their  duty  and  obedience  by  a  salutary  reform* 
M.  de  Lamoignon,  as  keeper  of  the  seals,  explained 
his  majesty's  pleasure  to  establish  a  cour  pleniere,  or 
supreme  assembly,  to  be  composed  of  princes  of  (he 
hlood,  peers  of  thd  realm,  great  officers  of  the  crown, 
the  clergy,  n^areschals  of  France,  governors  of  pro- 
vinces, knights  of  different  orders,  a  deputation  of 
one  member  from  every  parliament,  and  two  members 
from  the  chambers  of  councils,  and  to  be  summoned 
as  often  as  the  public  emergency  should  render  it 
necessary. 

Now  if  the  assembly  of  the  notables  listened  in 
silent  deference  to  the  project  of  their  sovereign,  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  who  saw  through  the  hypocrisy 
of  Louis,  received  it  with  every  symptom  of  rooted 
aversion.  They  strongly  protested  against  the  esta- 
blishment of  any  other  tribunal,  and  declared  thetr 
£nal  resolution  not  to  assist  at  any  deliberations  in  the 
supreme  assembly  which  his  majesty  had  declared  his 
intention  to  institute.  But  more  unexpected  mortifi- 
cation occurred  to  the  king  in  the  opposition  of  several 
peers  of  the  realm;  these  expressed  their  regret  at 
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beholding  the  fundameQtal  principles  of  the  nation 
violated ;  and^  while  they  were  lavish  in  their  profes- 
sions of  attachment  to  the  person  of  their  king,  con- 
cluded with  apologizing  for  not  entering  on  those 
-  functions  assigned  them  in  the  cour  plenicre,  as  incon-  ^ 
sistent  with  the  true  interests  of  his  majesty,  which 
were  inseparable  from  those  of  the  state.  The  new 
chancellor  was  startled  by  these  appearances  of  gene- 
ral discontent;  and  his  advice  to  his  sovereign^  was  to 
recal  once  more  M.  Necker  to  the  administration  of 
the  finances.  This  counsel,  which^  had  it  been  urged 
and  adopted  sooner,  might  have  been  productive  of 
the  most  salutary  effects^  was  now  only  agreed  to  as 
the  last  resource;  even  in  the  very  moment  of  giving 
it,  the  minister  hesitated.  He  had  flattered  himself 
with  the  idea  of  still  retaining  the  nominal  direction 
of  affairs;  but  his  rival  suffered  him  not  long  to  de« 
ceive  himself  with  that  vain  hope;  and  the  first  sti- 
pulation of  M.  Necker  was  the  immediate  dismissal  of 
cardinal  de  iirienne^  who,  despoiled  of  power^  was  left 
to  console  himself  with  the  dignity  or  cardinal,  and 
an  immense  revenue,  the  fruits  of  his  ministerial  influ«- 
ence.  M .  de  Lamoignon,  whose  elevation  had  a  short 
time  preceded  that  of  the  archbishop,  was  included  in 
his  disgrace,  and  dismissed  from  the  court  and  coun- 
sels of  Louis. 

Serious  disturbances  followed  the  dismissal  of  the 
archbishop  of  Sens^  and  the  recal  of  M.  Necker.  The 
populace,  in  the  excess  of  their  transports,  assembled 
at  the  place  Dauphine,  and  carried  about  in  triumph 
a  figure  clothed  in  episcopal  robes,  of  which  three^ 
fifths  were  sattin  and  two  of  paper,  a  satirical  allu- 
sion to  a  late  decree,  which  authorised  the  different 
banks  to  make  two-fifths  of  their  payments  in  paper. 
The  figure  underwent  a  formal  trial  with  ludicroui 
solemnity,  and  was  condemned  to  the  flames.  An 
ecclesiastic,  who  happened  to  pass  by  at  that  mo- 
'  ment,  wa$  arrested  by  the  crowd ;  they  bestowed  on 
)iim  the  name  of  the  abbe  Vermont,  who  was  sup* 
posid  to  enjoy  the  copfiden^e  wd  direct  the  coudsels 
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of  the  late  minister;  under  this  fictitious  title  tbejr 
compelled  him  to  confess  the  image^  which  was  imme- 
diately after  burnt  with  much  ceremony. 

At  length  Dubois^  who  commanded  the  marechaus* 
»ee  at  Paris,  zea;lous  in  the  discbarge  of  bis  duty^  en* 
deavoured  to  disperse  this  tumultuary  meeting.     His 
slender  troop  consisted  only  of  twenty  marechauasee 
mounted  on  horsebackj  and  fifty  on  foot.  His  appear- 
ance was  by  no  means  productive  of  the  terror  that  he 
flattered  himself  be  should  inspire:  the  people^  deaf 
to  bisi  threats^  kept  their  ground ;  and  Dubois,  tire4 
with  remonstrances,  at  length  commanded  his  men  to 
charge.     The  crowd  were  trampled  down  by  the 
horses  of  the  cavalry^   several  were  wounded    by 
swords  and  bayonets,  and  not  a  few  lost  their  lives 
in  the  afiVay.     But  no  sooner  were  the  first  moments 
of  surprize  oveo  than  shame  and  indignation  triumph- 
ed over  their  transient  fears;  the  spirits  of  the  citi- 
zens were  restored  by  the  small  number  of  their  ad- 
"versaries;  in  a  moment  they  were  assailed  on  every 
side,  by  those  arms  which  the  immediate  fury  of  the 
people  supplied;  the  soldiers  betook  themselves  to  a 
precipitate  flight,  and  Dubois  was  the  fi^remost  of  the 
fugitives. 

The  people,  elated  by  this  essav,  proceeded  to 
force  the  guard  near  the  statue  of  Henry  IV.;  all 
resistance  was  swept  away  by  the  torrent  of  the  as* 
sailants;  the  vanquished  were  despoiled  by  their 
conquerors;  their  arms  were  seized;  their  uniforms 
were  burnt.  JBut  some  praise  is  due  to  the  modera- 
tion of  the  multitude,  who,  in  the  midst  of  the  popu- 
lar insurrection,  respected  the  lives  of  these  unfortu- 
nate meuj  and  dismissed  them,  after  a  severe  humi- 
liation, to  join  their  companions.  Hundreds  of  thd 
lower  class  of  the  people  dispersed  themselves  through 
the  city;  several  guard-houses,  which  stood  separate 
from  other  buildings,  were  set  on  fire  by  the  enraged 
multitude;  but  on  attempting  to  possess  themselves 
.of  the  Grive,  the  place  of  execution  in  Paris^  they 

wer^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TftB  WARfi   FROM  THE  t^RBKCti   REVOLtmOir.  IS 

trere  repulsed  by  a  body  of  regular  troops,  and  many 
were  sacrificed  by  the  ferocity  of  the  soldiers. 

This  insurrection  was  soon  followed  by  another, 
which  nilanifesCed  its  indigteation  against  the  eondact 
of  the  late  minister  Lamoignon:  on  that  occasion  the 
aame  scenes  were  recommenced,  and  the  figure  of  that 
minister  was  burnt  in  effigy  without  any  interruption 
Arom  the  police.  But  from  burning  in  effigy,  the 
people  rushed  with  torches  in  their  hands  to  commu* 
ntcate  the  flames  to  the  hou^s  of  the  late  ministers, 
add  to  that  Of  the  chevalier  Dubois.  It  was  at  that 
instant  that  de  Brienne,  the  brother  of  the  archbbbop, 
and  secretary  of  war,  arrived  from  VersaHles.  His 
own  hotel  was  threatened  by  the  insurgents,  and  his 
concern  for  the  public  safety  was  stimulated  by  per* 
sonal  interest:  immediate  orders  were  given  for  the 
French  guards  to  march ;  two  different  detachments 
entered  at  each  end  of  the  street  of  St.  Dominique, 
^here  the  greatest  number  of  the  populace  had  assem- 
bled. These  were  instantly  charged  by  the  regulars; 
m  great  number  perished  on  the  spot,  and  the  riest  fled 
in  confusion,  and  ^concealed  themselves  in  the  adjacent 
houses.  At  the  same  time  the  street  Melee,  where 
Dubois  resided,  presented  a  scene  equally  fatal  and 
sanguinary. 

But  the  parliament,  so  lately  restored,  beheld  not 
in  silence  the  commotions  which  shook  the  capital : 
|he  chevalier  Dubois  was  commanded  to  appear  be- 
fore them.  The  orders  which  he  produced  removed 
every  idea  of  judicial  proceedings  against  him,  (for 
Ihey  contained  the  king's  authority  for  what  he  did, ) 
but  could  not  extinguish  the  resentment  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens; the  public  tranquillity  seemed  to  re- 
quire his  absence,  and  the  court  reluctantly  consented 
to  the  sacrifice,  and  removed  him  to  a  distance  from 
Paris.  The  due  de  Biron,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  the  command,  was  also  summoned  before  the  par^ 
liament  He  pleaded  his  age  and  infirmities,  which 
Bd  lounger  allowed  him  to  exert  the  active  duties  of 
life;  and  this  excuse  was  deemed  sufficient.     But  the 
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l^pular  iodignation  was  directed  against  him^  and  w 
lets  than  a  month  he  was  sacrificed  to  their  fury. 
.    The  unhappy  distarbaoces  which  had  pervaded  the 
metropolis  were  succeeded  by  the  joy  of  the  Parisiaiw 
on  the  recal  of  M.  Necker  to  the  administration.  But 
fhe  acclamations  which  welcomed  M.  Necker  to  the 
capital,  could  not  banish  from  his  mind  the  difficulties 
lie  had  to  struggle  with.     He  was  sensible  that  M. 
Calonne  and  the  archbishop  of  Sens  had  both  sunk 
under  the  public  distress^  and  the  impracticability  of 
raising  the  necessary  supplies:  that  distress  was  not 
diminished,  and  unless  some  expedient  could  be  adop* 
ted  to  re-establish  public  credit,  be  foresaw  his  owo 
fate  in  those  of  his  predecessors.    The  only  expedient 
that  appeared  likely  to  produce  the  desired  effect  was 
the  assembly  of  the  states-general:  that  assembly  had 
been  demanded  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  peo«- 
ple.     But  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  the  sove* 
reign  gave  bis  consent  to  convene  a  body  of  men 
whose  powers  and  popularity  must  overshadow  hit 
own  authority,  and  whose  jurisdiction  would  confine 
within  narrow  limits  the  high  prerogatives  he  had  in- 
herited from  his  predecessors.     Even  Necker  himself 
was  not  a  little  embarrassed  by  the  choice  of  difficul- 
ties which  presented   themselves  in  assembling  the 
states-general.     The  parliament  also,  recovering  from 
its  enthusiasm,  beheld,  in  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Btates-general,  the  extinction  of  their  own  power;  they 
therefore  endeavoured  to  augment  the  perplexity  of 
the  minister,  by  supporting  tb«  pretensions  of  the  no* 
bles  and  clergy  against  the  commons;,  pretensions 
which  they  had  themselves  but  lately  protested  against 
as  impolitic  and  unconstitutional. 

From  the  reign  of  Philip  the  Fair,  the  period  in 
which  the  tiers  Hats,  third  estate,  or  representatives 
of  the  commons,  had  first  been  admitted  into  the 
assembly  of  the  states-general,  to  the  year  1614,  the 
influence  of  that  estate  had  undergone  a  considerable 
fluctuation;  its  numbers  bad  been  occasionally  var 
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rieil  ;^  it '  hM  ]  alWays  poirtessedi  a  greater. .  Dumber  o( 
To{ee»  tiiao  eiiber  of  thq  otiMr  orders  ae^iarated^  but 
Ikad  iieve#  bean  equal  to  the  deogy  and  aobilitji 
untfed. '  Ttre  ifiterefitiag  question  was:  npw  pr#pfi8ed« 
whether  (be.  I'epresentativcs  of  tbe  cooMDCiis  otigbt  to 
be  coofined  te  a  third  in  miniber  of  the  stat^t-rgeneral) 
pr,  whether  they  ought  to  be  allowed  a  number  equal 
to  the  other  two  orders  united?  So  iraportaiit;«il 
object  as  this  eouM  qpt  fail  of  being  discussed  with 
warmth  and  ability;  the  partisans,  of  the  diflTefen^ 
Orders  were  numerous  Md  active;  the  press  groaned 
incessantly  with  publications ;  even  the  sentiments  of 
fte  princes  of  the  blood  were  divided;  and  while 
the  count  d'Artois,  the  princes  of  Coade  and  Gonti^ 
^ith  the  duke  of*  Bourboui  supported  the  ancient 
elaims  of  the  Qobility^  the  duke  of  Orleans  ranged 
himself  on  the  side  of  the  people^  and  deelared  openlv 
for  the  bommons;  Bis  s^ntimentswere  received  with 
the  loerdest*  applause,  and  tbe  peopk  looked  with 
^atitnde  towards  a  leader^  whoy  in  defending  Iheit 
rigfatsy  vppeared  to  he^  deaf  to  persdaal.interest^  and 
the  claims^ of  the  nobility.  .1*.^  , 

The  declaration  of  the  dnMe<  of  Qrleaiia/wat  fol^ 
lowed  by  the  decision  of  M.  Necker$  and  his.prb'* 
posal  was,  After  great  deliberation^  .approved. by  the 
king,  and  registered  by  the  parliament;  It  fiifid.the 
Bnmber  of  deputies  tO'the'irt«tes<^n«ral  at  one  thou* 
iand  and  upwards;  it  otdained>  that  the  rapresenla^ 
tives  of  the  third  estate,  or  cpmmons>.  should  ef|ual  in 
taumber  those  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  united;  and 
it  decreed  that  the  different  bailiwicks^  in  returningr 
their  members,  shoold  be  guided  by  the  Mandard  of 
t^opulatton.  The  acclamations*  of  the  people  on  thus 
bemg  admitted  to  ad  equal  share  in  the  legislative 
body  of  their  country,  was  perfectly  decorous,  though 
tinbounded;  yfet  it  appeared  that  this  concession^ 
important  at  it  was,  might  yet  be  easi^  evaded;  and 
it  Was  early  foresefin,  that  the  nobility  and  clergy,  to 
preserve^  their  inltuence^  would  urge  th^ir  clfiim  td 
tote  by  brder;  whUe  the  represetitatitei  of  the  com^^ 
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moDi  would  be  equally  streDuous  that  everj  qae»» 
tion  should  be  decided  by  a  plurality  of  voices;  thmt 
Ibis  differeoce  of  opinttm  would  sood  increase  into 
an  open  schism;  and  would  in  the  end  destroy  that 
finaoimity  so  necessary  to  the  public  tranquiUity^  and 
io  essential  to  the  deliberations  of  the  states«general. 

And  those  persons  who.  ventured  to  predict  these 
eonsequences  were  not  disappointed.    On  the  5th  qS 
May,  1789,  the  king  opened  at^Versailles  this  long- 
expected  assembly  of  the  states*general.    His  speech 
on  this  occasion  was  sucb,  in  appearance,  as  became 
the  sovereign  and  the  friend  of  the  people.    He  de- 
clared, '*  that  the  day  which  his  heart  had  so  long 
£  anted  after  was  at  length  arrived,  in  which  he  be- 
eld  himself  surrounded  by  the  representatives  of  a 
jiation  which  it  was  his  glory  to  reign  over.    That 
although  a  lobg  interval  had  elapsed  since  the  states- 
general  had  been  assembled,  and  though  those  as- 
semblies had  appeared  to  have  sunk  into  disuse,  yet 
be  had  not  hesitated  to  re-establish  them  again,  as 
a  source  from  whence  the  kingdom  might  derive  ad- 
ditional strength,  and  which  might  opep  to  the  na- 
tion a  new  prospect  of  happiness.    The  national  debt^ 
(he  added,)  so  considerable  at  his  accession  to  the 
throne,  hsid  been  augmented  durioe  bis  reign  * :  thiis. 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  American  war;  a  war 
expensive  indeed,  but  honourable;    the  increase  of 
taxes  had  been  the  necessary  consequence,  and  had 
rendered    still    more    apparent   the   inequality  with 
v^ich  they  were  levied.      A  general  discontent,  an 
eager  thirst  for  innovation,  had  ( be  observed )  per- 
vadM  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  might  finally  tend 
to  delude  them  from  their  duty,  if  their  opinions  wem 
not  recalled  by  counsels  at  once  wise,  moderate,  and 
united.     It  was  in  that  confidence,  that  he  had  as-< 
sembled  the  states-general ;  aud  he  beheld  with  plea* 
sure   bis  expectations  justified    by   the  disposition 


*  France  groaned  at  this  period  ander  a  debt  of  nearly  ire 
tfaottSHad  miUioDS  <rf  livresi  «r  ^SfiOOfiO(A.  stsrliog. 
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Wiiich  tbe  nobiHty  and  clergy  bad  already  riiewn  to 
ienoubce  all  high  and  lofty  advantages ;  and  he  flat- 
tered hhoudf  tnat  tbe  bope  be  bad  conceived  of  ber 
holding  all  ike  orders  unanioiously  concur  witb  bim- 
^f  m  pmsuinti;  tbe  public  good,  would  not  be  dis- 
stppoinfed.  I  know  (said  he)  tbe  authority  and 
power  of  a  just  king  in  the  midst  of  a  people,  faith- 
ful>  and  ever  devoted  to  tbe  principles  of  the  mo* 
narcby;  that  authority  and  power  have  constituted 
(be  glory  and  grandeur  of  France;  and  it  is  rov  duty, 
suid  I  ever  will  firmly  maintain  them*  .  But  whatever 
can  be  expected  for  tfie  public  welfare,  whatever  xan 
be  demanded  of  a  sovereign,  the  friend  of  bis  people, 
you  may,  you  ought,  to  bope  from  my  sentiments. 
That  a  perfect  unanimity  may  reign  through  this 
assembly;  that  this  period  may  become  for  ever  rae^ 
morable  for  tbe  happiness  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
kiiigdom,  iM  tbe  wish  of  my  heart,  is  the  most  fervent 
•f  my  prayers;  it  is  the  reward  that  I  expect  for  the 
vpririitness  of  my  iotefttiojss^  aad  my  love  for  my 
pcojHe/* 

Such  was  the  elevated  language  delivered  from  the 
throne  on  the.first  meeting  of  tbe  states-general.  iThe 
patriotic  sentiments  of  tbe  sovereign  were  followed  by 
an  insipid  harangue  (rovtk  the  keeper  of  the  seals, 
.which  was  received  without  attention,  and  immedi* 
aiely  consigned  to  oUivton.  But  far  diflerent  was  th^ 
ftception  of  the  speech  of  M.  Necker ;  every  word 
was  strongly  imprinted  oq  the  minds  of  the  auditors, 
and  every  sentiment  exposed  to  the  severest  serutinr* 
He  stated.  That  tbe  same  power  which  bad  thought 
proper  to  summon,  raight  also  have  prevented,  the 
meeting  of  the  statesrgenera);  that  though,  in  respect 
to  tbe  finances,  tbe  public  deficit  was  considerable, 
that  various  resources  remained.  Without  having  re* 
course  to  this  extraordinary  expedient.  He  then 
touched  upon  the.  difficulties  that  bad  occurred  in 
f^QUvening  the  assembly;  he  represented  tbe  facility 
witb  which  a  king  of  France  could  always  render 
InaifteU  master  of  their  determinations,  should  these 
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^p«Dd  vp^pi,a:pJura1ity  o(  ypicet^;  ao^  be  fip^l^  bjr 
(trpn^ly^ioBiiiuatiDg^t^  psf^j^iety  of  ^ecjdi]^,  ev^j 
question  »Vy  &  majoritjr  Q^  the;  qrders  iai^sqffp:atel}(,^ 

jjl^ecier,  oil 


Itw^w^w^^efj  tlie  niworlune  of 
this  Qccmqn,  to  be  desiMUS  of  pleasLog^j^tk  ijyties^ 
and  therefore  he  obtaiiopd  the  coofidenpe  ^jujejther^ 
the  acclanuUioos  of  the  giddy  multitudie  }f^e^  at- 
tended him^  h\}t  several  deputies  of  the  third  esiaU 
f^^rded  .already  with  si|spicion  the  mini^tec  who 
fepres^nted  ^e  meetifl^  qf  the  states-^general  merely 
u  tbs  eflko|t<of  royal  com pUaijfife,  .instead  of  a  c^osti- 
iutional  right.  They  were ,  still  l^a  satis6<;d  witli 
the  system  he  riicomraendedj  of  decjdiijg  eivi^ry  qves* 
iioo  by  a  majority  of  orders,  instead  ot^vaiccf:  whilei 
the  clergy. and  nobility  recojlected,.with  indignation^ 
that  his  couisels  had  sbuH^n  their  forioier  superipxity^ 
add  bad  aweUed^tbeicomroojis  to  equal  ifk  nuiqbar  th^ 
fther  two  estates,  Ye|t. neither  (be  ^nanipiity  re* 
impended  hy  the  king^  ^ox  the  ^yst^a^^.oif  policy 
iiocukftted  by  his  minist«r».had.a.  mopfentor|:  effect 
on  the  states-general.  Scarcely  had  the  kang  left 
tbe  balU  before  the  clergy  fiqd.tbQnobility  .|e|)i^ed  to 
their  different  chambers  to  verify  their  ,pp||f^r;8. ,,  The 
third  fstat^  r/egarded  this  ,  jcparation  with  .^^ident 
foarks  ^f  j^lousy;  they  coxisidered  it  as  .)^p  op,eii 
attempt  ip  the  other  two  estsi^s  to.  edtablisb,^l\e  sys« 
tern  wbicA  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  mimisler  of 
jinaace.  *  (Composing  ip  qunvbqr,pne  b^l(  ,of.  ttfat  as- 
femblyi  .the  pQmnKm  were  determ^ied:  not  to  sub;nit 
fo  tb^  diims  'Of  th^  npbility  andt  clergy.to  vot^  by 
pfders,  apd  tbiif  to  reduce  tb^ipsc;j|?es  to  a  third  part 
4»f  tba.n^Bsembly;  i»:'«oiice|fion  which  they  asserted 
woiild  biLve*  rendfnsd^  ijlnspry  the  nghtsi  w.bicb  had 
been  ajckoQwledged  in  thi^  ^hird  ^tata:,,^d  why^ 
addedthe^Tii  We  we  b«en  granted  a  mi^je^^  ,o^,Toices^ 
if  those ivoicflsjare  to  be  cpi^idcf^  a^i  €^}y  cgmfiomg 
a.tbirdi  '."  '■  •'  "  '•"  •  ' %     '  :•  ,•;  .  ..,  1... 

Therefofe  the  third  estate ^ ,  which  ^ad  ^jfewifi^  iq 
4he  hall  appointed  for  theji;  idcjUberatioqs^  Pfif W^4  t^ 
«ihfr  tiTifft  cfrdera  to  contiaii«.>«itb.th^n,  ai4.tqiverify 
i . '  '.  ,     •  ''  '      *      their 
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their  powers  ia  unisoot    They  urged,  jQiat  M  presenl 
the  importam  question  was  by  no  means  concerae4 
whether  they  should  deliberate  b^  orders^  or  by  nooir 
bers;  and  tl^the  only. matter  in  dispute  at  present 
i¥as  a  simple  verification  of  powers.    Several  dayp 
nused  in  fruitless  invitations  and  vain  viegociatiooa. 
The  patience  of  the  third  estate  was  at  length  eihaiilr 
led;  they  determined  to  proceed  to  business,  and  they 
l^sumed  the  title  of  Gommqbis.    On  the  1  Itt^  ^f  Majh 
the  nobility  also^  after  having  verified  their  pov^ers^ 
declared  themselves  a  legal  assembly:  but  the  clergy 
were  directed  by  more  cautious  steps.    They  deferred 
the  verification  of  their  powers ;  and,  regarding  tbpm-  ' 
aelves  as  yet  composing  no  qeostitutiona}  body,  offereA 
^heif  mediation  between  the  other  two.    T^e  mindi 
of  each  party,  however^  grew  daily  more  hostile;  the 
^ism  became  wider;  wsSk  at  length  the  royal  inter* 
position  was  deemed  necessary  to  compose  those  dif* 
ferences  which  threatened  the  happy  fruits  that  ha4 
|ieen  expected  from  the  meeting  of  the  states-general 
vrith  disorder  and  confusion.    But  in  vain  did  Louis 
^ecommeod  tbat  uaaaimity  which  alone  oonid  givf 
weight  to  thf  proceedings  I  of  the  assembly;  his  plan 
of  conciliation  produced  only  debates,  assemblies  of 
ponunissaries,  addressee  and  deputations,  eloquent  but 
indecisive.    Several  weeks  were  consumed  in  inefiec^ 
tual  motions  on  the  scarcity  of  corn,  the  distresses  of 
the  people,  the  regulation  of  the  police,  and  the  lega** 
iity  of  elections.  » 

But  at  length  the  bold  notions  of  liberty  that  were 
^  daily  advanced  by  the  leaders  of  the  tiers  htU  were 
'  echoed  with  acclamation  by  their  hearers.  The  me- 
tropolis became  tc|terested  in  the  issue  of  every  4e^ 
bate;  and  the  political  fervour  was  eagerly  imbibed 
|[>y  the  nation  with  that  vivacity  which  is  so  peculiar 
to  the  genius  of  the  French  people.  The  commons 
accused  the  nobles  of  obstinately  impeding  the  busi* 
ness  of  the  state«  by  refusing  to  verify  their  powers 
in  one  common  assembly;  and  the  accusation  was 
fssented  to  by  the  mpltitudej  ai^d  the  nobles  became 
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I'apidly  of  ore  and  more  unpopular.  Their  persons  wera 
intuited;  new  jiublications  daily  reviled  tbetr  whole 
ordefj  and  represented  them  as  an  useless  or  pernieioui 
body  of  men^  ;^hose  existence  ought  not  to  be  toleri^ 
4ed  in  a  free  state.  The  clergy^  from  the  influence  of 
4he  parish  eur^  or  parsons^  seemed  ready  to  desert 
their  cause.  Stilly  howcTer^  the  majority  of  the  nobles 
remained  firm ;  well  aware,  that  if  they  once  consented 
*4o  sit  in  the  same  assembly,  and  to  vote  promiscuously 
with  the  more  numerous  body  of  the  commons,  their 
whole  order,  and  all  its  splendid  privileges,  must  be 
speedily  overturned. 

The  leading  men  of  the  commons  saw  the  change 
that  was  taking  place  in  the  minds  of  men ;  and  they 
at  length  regarded  the  period  as  arrived  when  they 
^ught  to  emerge  from  their  inactivity,  and  execute  the 
daring  project  of  seizing  the  legislative  authority  by 
force.  They  declared  that  the  representatives  of  the 
Dobles  and  the  clergy  were  only  the  deputies  of  parti* 
cular  incorporations,  whom  they  would  allow  to  sit 
and  v^te  along  with  themtelves,  but  who  had  no  title 
in  a  coUective  capacity  to  act  as  distinct  legislators  of 
Prance.  For  conducting  business  with  more  facility^ 
they  appointed  twenty  committees. 

In  consequence  of  a  proposal  by  the  abbe  Sieyes,  ^ 
final  message  was  sent  to  the  privileged  orders,  re- 
quiring their  attendance  as  individuals,  and  intimating 
that  ths  commons,  as  the  deputies  of  ninety*six  out 
of  every  hundred  of  their  couptrymen,  were  about  to 
assume  the  exclusive  power  of  legislation.  None  of 
the  nobles  obeyed  this  summons;  but  three  cures^ 
Messrs.  Cesve,  Ballard,  and  Jalot,  presented  their 
commissions,  and  were  received  with  loud  acclama* 
tions.  They  were  next  day  followed  by  five  more> 
among  whom  were  Messrs.  Gregoire,  Dillon,  and 
Boudineau.  After  some  debate  concerning  the  appel* 
lation  which  they  ought  to  assume  as  the  representa* 
tives  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  the  commons, 
with  such  of  the  clergy  as  had  joined  them,  on  the 
16tb  of  June,   1789,  ^Icmnltf  voted  themselves  the 
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wvereign  legfdatars  qf  (heir  countrj/,  under  the  an^ 
dent  name  of  the  National  Assembly.  The  result 
of  the  vote  was  do  sooner  declared,  than  the  hall  re- 
sounded with  reiterated  shouts  from  the  immense  con-* 
course  of  spectators,  of  Vive  le  roi  et  vive  Vassetnblee 
nationale;  ^'  Long  live  the  king  and  the  national  as- 
sembly/' M.  Bailly  was  chosen  president  for  four  dajs 
onlj;  Messrs.  Camus  and  Pison  de  Galand^  the  secre- 
taries. 

This  new  assembly  immediately  took  the  necessary 
oaths;  and^  as  the  first  act  of  authorityj  they  declared 
that  the  different  taxes  collected  throughout  the  king* 
dom,  as  never  having  received  the  consent  of  the  na- 
tioDj  were  illegal  and  null;  but  at  the  same  time  that 
the  preservation  and  safety  of  the  state  demanded  the 
continuation  of  them;  and  they  therefore  decreed,  that 
they  should  be  levied,  in  the  usual  way,  until  the  time 
that  the  national  assembly  should  be  prorogued;  but 
from  the  moment  that  event  should  take  place,  then 
all  imposts  and  contributions  which  had  not  been  for- 
mally and  freely  granted  by  the  assembly,  should  en- 
tirely cease  in  every  province  of  the  kingdotn.  At  the 
same  time  the  assembly  declared,  that  so  soon  as  they 
bad  ascertained  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  they 
would  seriously  direct  their  attention  to  the  national 
debt,  placing  from  that  moment  the  creditors  of  the 
state  tinder  the  safeguard  of  the  honour  and  faith  of 
the  French  nation.  And,  to  alleviate  the  fears  of  the 
people,  a  committee  of  subsistence  was  immediately 
established,  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  melan- 
choly dearth  which  at  that  time  afflicted  the  whole 
kingdom. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  describe  the  different  sen- 
s^ODS  which  this  memorable  day  produced.  The 
people,  in  the  moment  of  triumph^  abandoned  them* 
selves  to  all  the  intoxications  of  joy.  "  One  hour 
(said  they)  has  destroyed  the  prejudices  and  slavery 
of  eight  centuries ;  the  nation  has  once  more  resumed 
its  rights,  and  reason  has  again  asserted  her  sway* 
j|*he  clergy  and  the  nobles/beneath  whose  usurpatidb* 
*  we 
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vre  hate  so  foog  groaned^  have  ^aoisbed'  ft'om  m^t- 
sight;  tbe  cbarm  18  broken;  the  voice  of  the  represen-^ 
tatives  of  the  people  is  become  the  voice  of  the  natioD^ 
aod  the  vital  organ  of  tb6  state/' 


CHAPER   II. 

THB  R£TOLVTIQir» 

PREVIOUS  to  our  entering  upon  the  sanguinary 
annals  of  this  eventful  period^  it  maj^  be  proper  tc^ 
take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  earlj  jurisprudence  of 
France^  (be  struggles  of  its  parliaments^  the  abject 
condition  of  its  people^  and  the  bold  exertions  of  indi- 
viduals to  restore  the  latent  spark  of  liberty  which  at 
£rst  animated  the  coorageous  Franks  to  plant  their 
empire  in  the  bosom  of  the  finest  climate  on  earthy  and 
in  the  sacred  lap  of  freedom. 

It  is  well-known^  that  the  power  of  the  early  mo*^ 
narcbs  of  France  had  been  usually  restrained  by  na- 
tional assemblies  of  the  people,  which  afterwards 
received  the  appellation  of  parliaments.  But  wherl 
the  feeble  successors  of  Charlemagne  sufiered  the 
reins  to  drop  from  their  hands^  the  barons  assumed 
many  privileges  which  had  been  formerly  annexed  ttf 
t)ie  crowuj  and  extended  to  a  considerable  degree  the 
vassalage  by  feudal  tenure.  The  vigour  of  Philip 
surnamed  AugustuSj  restored  much  of  the  regal  au- 
thority; while  the  justice  and  wisdom  whiph  hia 
edicts  displayed  commanded  the  obedience  of  bis  sub- 
jects^ and  gave  vigour  and  unanimity  both  to  the' 
national  assemblies  and  the  government.  The  inte- 
grity and  piety  of  his  son  and  successor  Louis  IX. 
cast  the  tame  lustre  on  the  crown  as  had  adorned  if 
during  the  reign  of  Philip.  His  justice  and  humility 
disposed  his  subjects  to  listen  to  a  legislator  who 
directed  bis  sole  views  to  the  benefit  of  the  ^tat6. 
The  encQuragemeiit  yihkh  h%  gave  to  the  code  of 
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JnstiBian^  and  the  body  of  institutions  which  he  bad 
complied  from  4be  Roman  laws^  established  a  grand 
improvement  in  the  maxims  of  jurisprudence^  and  in 
tke  cognizance  of  all  civil  causes.  "New  courts  were 
erected  by  bis  authority  throughout  the  kingdom; 
yet  the  feudal  judges  who  presided  over  them  ^Tere 
bat  ill  qualified  patiently  to  investigate  the  theory 
of  a  complicated  science^  qr  to  toil  through  volumes 
which  daily  increased  upon  their  bands ;  the  nume* 
rous  charters  of  enfranchisement  which  bad  been 
granted  to  different  towns  and  villages^  required  a 
rigid  investigation  to  modify  and  explain^  and  the 
purest  patriotism  to  render  justice  to  each  respective 
claim.  Hence  the  canonists  by  degrees  entered  into 
the  functions  of  judicature^  and  became  constituent 
members  of  those  courts  of  justice  which  were  sum^ 
moned  by  the  kings^  either  for  the  determination  of 
general  feudar  questions^  or  of  private  claims  of 
right^^  and  which  were  convened  at  any  time^  or  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom^  according  to, the  will  of 
the  sovereign.  The  secular  peers  and  lordsj  whom 
they  at  first^only  assisted  with  their  advice^  yielded 
to  their  superiority  in  those  tribunals;  instead  of  the 
simplicity  and  conciseness  which  characterised  the 
feudai  forms  of  trials  and  the  martial  splendour  of 
a  military  courts  the  judges^  in  peaceful  dignity, 
devoted  their  attention  to  the  nice  discussion  of  law 
questions^  and  encouraged  those  subtleties  which  af- 
terwards devolved  an  arbitrary  controul  in  every  in* 
dividual  successor  to  the  crown.  The  national  as* 
semblies  now  sunk  into  disuse;  the» court 7(f  peers, 
which  was  originally  composed  of  only  six  secular 
and  six  ecclesiastical  lords^  but  which  had  insensibly 
admitted  the  most  powerful  barons  and  bishops,  and 
the  principal  officers  of  the  crown,  were  restrained 
to  appeals  which  involved  the  interests  of  persons 
of  the  same  rank,  the  privileges  ot  the  peerage,  or 
the  pretensions  of  the  throne.  ^  -  ^ 

Philip  the  Fair,  the  grandson  of  St.  Louis, « how- 
ever, alarmed  by  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  and 
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^esiroas  of  fiodiag  support  ia  the  teA  and  cOiicur^ 
rence  of  his  people,  convened  an  asseniblj  of  the 
three  orders  of  bis  kingdom,  the  nobilitj,  the  dergy^i 
|tnd  the  commons ;  and  thus  for  the  first  time,  ill 
1299,  gave  the  people  a  Yoice  in  the  grand  council 
of  the  nation. 

The  example  of  Philip  was  imitated  by  his  suct 
cessors ;  and  these  assemblies,  which  obtained  indis^ 
criminately  the  namles  of  Staies-^enerai  and  Parlia^ 
pients,  were  held  as  the  necessities  of  the  sovereigq 
suggested,  till  the  reign  of  Louis  XIII.  But  the 
kings  of  France,  ever  jealous  of  their  power,  endea* 
¥oured  to  hinder  them  from  assuming  a  regular 
establishment;  the  place  of  their  meeting  was  fre*f 
quently  changed,  and  several  provincial  assemblies^ 
to  diniinish  the  danger  of  their  unanimity,  were  re? 
peatedly  held  at  the  same  time,  and  overawed  by 
commissioners  purposely  sent  by  the  crown,  The 
later  princes  of  the  house  of  Valois  even  endeavoured 
to  substitute  in  their  place  conventions  of  the  oota* 
bles,  and  other  partial  meetings  of  the  nobles;  and 
sever  but  when  distress  impelled  them  did  they  re-t 
sort  to  their  last  resource,  the  meeting  of  the  states* 
general  or  parliaments. 

But  while  the  sovereigns  of  France  were  impressed 
with  a  jealousy  of  these  assemblies,  they  nourished 
with  care  that  court  of  justice  which  was  composed 
of  the  most  eminent  among  the  nobility,  the  clergy^ 
and  the  professors  of  the  law,  and  which,  equally 
with  the  national  assembly  and  the  states- generah  had 
squired  the  denomination  of  Parliament.  Philip 
the  Fair  fixed  the  permanent  seat  of  it  at  Paris ;  and 
as  one  chamber  was  insufficient  for  the  arrangement 
and  dispatch  of  appeals,  he  formed  another,  which 
was  called  the  Chamber  of  Inquests. '  These  cham^ 
bers  were  aippointed  to  meet  twice  in  the  year,  at 
the  terms  of  All  Saints  and  Easter,  when  their  sessions 
were  continued  for  two  months :  but  during  the 
anarchy  of  the  unfortunate  reign  of  Charles  VI.  the 
magistrates  sat  without  intermission ;  and  the  sessions 
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ttf  the  French  parliaments  from  that  time  could  only 
be  legally  prorogued  by  their  ovrn  consent,  or  by  thd , 
termination  of  public  business.  From  the  moment 
that  the  parliament  of  Paris  ^as  isstablished,  the  pro- 
gress of  it  was  rapid  and  interesting.  The  principal 
barons  presided  with  their  swords  by  their  sides,  as 
the  supreme  judges ;  but  as  they  were  ignorant  them* 
selves  of  the  jurisprudence,  thisir  decisions  Were  di- 
rected by  the  opinions  of  tfa^  most  able  lawyers,  wfao> 
ti3  counsellors,  explafned  to  them  the  edicts  of  the 
state  and  the  customs  of  the  nation. 

The  nobles,  during  the  calamities  wtiich  alBSicted 
the  asra  of  Charles  VI.  deserted  their  judicial  station; 
and  it  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  most  able 
professors  of  the  law.  But  when  Charles  VII.  re- 
covered Paris  from  the  English,  it  was  his  first  care 
tore-establish  the  administration  of  justice:  he  com- 
posed the  grand  chamber  of  parliament  of  thirty 
counsellors,  half  laity  and  half  ecclesiastics  ^  the  cham- 
ber of  ibquesfs  he  augmented  to  fdirty  members;  and 
confining  his  appointments  to  those  only  skilled  in 
the  law,  he  delivered  his  people  from  the  capricious 
partiality  of  an  intolerant  race  of  nobles. 

The  necessity,  however,  of  providing  some  perma- 
nent repository  for  the  royal  edicts>  induced  the  so^ 
vereigns  of  France  td  enroll  them  in  the  journals  of 
their  courts  of  parliament;  and  the  members  of  those 
courts  soon  availed  themselves  of  this  custom,  to  dis- 
pute the  legality  of  any  regulation  which  had  not 
been  thus  registered.  But  the  right  of  remonstrating 
only  first  appeared  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XI.  and 
tduring  the  minority  of  his  son  Charles  YIII.  whea 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  disputed  the  regency. 

As  the  influence  of  tbe  states-general  diminished^ 
Ihat  of  the  parliament  daily  increased ;  tbe  court  of 
peers>  resigning  its  separate  claim  of  jurisdiction^ 
^as  blended  with  it;  and  the  kings  of  France  by 
liolding  their  supreme  Beds  of  Justice  in  this  courts 
invested  it  with  the  supreme  authoritv  of  the  state« 
both  in  civil  aild  criminal  afiairs.  l*fae  encroach* 
ments  of  the  see* of  Rome  first  engaged  the  attention 
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of  the  parliameDt ;  and  io  the  reiga  of  Francis  L 
8ome  strong  remonstrances  were  presented  against  the 
misinanagement  of  the  finances^  and  the  impiou* 
rapacity  which  had  stripped  St.  Martin  of  the 
silver  rails  that  had  been  bestowed  on  his  shrine  by 
Louis  XL 

In  the  subsequent  reign  of  Henry  III.  when  France 
was  agitated  by  the  ambition  of  the  house  of  Lor* 
rainCj  and  the  formidable  confederacy  of  the  League 
the  parliament  maintained  pure,  and  unshaken  their 
allegiance  to  their  sovereign.  On  the  assassination 
of  the  dukb  of  Goise^  the  capital  was  subjected  to 
the  licentious  caprice  of  the  council  of  sixteen  ;  and 
Harlaij  the  president  of  the  parliament,  with  Messrs. 
de  Thou  and  Potier,  who  had  incurred  the  displea- 
sures of  the  zealous  leaguers,  were  by  the  triumphant 
faction  committed  to  the  Bastile.  A  more  unfor*- 
tunate  fate  awaited  the  president  Brisson>  who  after 
the  assassination  of  Henry  HI.  had  endeavoured  to 
awaken  the  loyalty  of  the  Parisians  towards  Henry  IV. 
and  was  executed,  without  the  form  of  tria.l>  by 
a  sentence  of  the  council  of  sixteen.  When  that  mo* 
narch  recovered  his  capital,  he  restored  the  parlia- 
ment to  its  dignity  and  freedom ;  knd  those  edicts 
which  had  been  extorted  by  the  power  of  the  league 
against  himself  and  his  predecessor,  were  formally 
annulled.  But  when  Henry  himself,  grateful  for  the 
former  services  of  the  Protestants,  whose  religioua 
tenets  he  had  abjured,  in  the  edict  of  Nantz,  which 
was  registered  in  parliament,  granted  to  the  re* 
formed  permission  to  assemble  at  what  place  and  at 
what  time  they  thought  fit,  to  admit  foreigners  into 
their  synods,  and  at  pleasure  to  quit  the  kingdom  C^  . 
join  foreign  synods,  the  parliament  hesitated  not  to 
remonstrate  against  a  concession  so  dangerous  to  the 
royal  authority.  The  sovereign  ardently  listened  to 
the  language  of  loyalty;  but  the  reformed  were  en- 
titled to  his  confidence;  he  wished  to  extinguish  the 
rancour  between  the  Protestants  and  Catholics  by  a 
generous  toleration ;  and  he  compelled  the  parlia- ' 
ment  reluctantly  to  register  the  edict.  ^ 
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Od  the  death  of  Henrj  IV.  the  parliament  coo* 
firmed  the  title  of  his  widow  to  the  regeocj^  during 
the  miooritj'Of  Louis  XIIL  Even  after  that  prince 
came  of  age  to  assume  the  reins  of  government^  thej 
vindicated  their  authority  against  the  duke  d'Eper- 
noo^  who  had  presumed  to  release  by  force  a  soldier 
from  the  prison  of  St.  Germain.  Xhe  king,  on  ac« 
count  of  his.  partiality  for  the  duke,  commanded  the 
parliamrat  to  discontinue  their  proceedings :  the  par* 
liameot  obeyed;  but  at  the  same  time  they  deter- 
mined to  stop  the  administration  of  Justice,  till  they 
had  received  satisfaction  for  this  insult  to  their  body; 
and  though  the  king  disapproved  their  resolution, 
the  duke  d'Epernon  was  at  length  compelled  to  a 
personal  submission.  But  when  the  commanding 
genius  of  cardinal  Richelieu  guided  the  counsels  of 
his  sovereign,  the  parliament  were  taught  to  respect 
the  voice  of  a  master :  their  mediation  in  favour  of 
the  queen-mother  was  severely  reproved,  and  they 
were  reduced,  at  Metz,  to  implore  the  pardon  of  in* 
suited  majesty.  By  acquiescing  in  the  desires  of  the 
court  in  dissolving  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans with  Margaret  of  I^rraine,  they  reconciled 
themselves  to  the  haughty  cardinal ;  yet^  unmindful 
of  their  late  humiliation,  they  again  exposed  them«' 
selves  to  his  resentment  by  resisting  the  establishment 
of  the  French  Academy;  and  though  their  opposition 
was  ineffectual,  that  minister  regarded  them  with 
jealousy  and  aversion  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

The  death  of  cardinal  Richelieu  was  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  that  of  Louis  XIII.  and  the  minority  of 
his  son  was  entrusted  to  the  queen-mother,  Anne  of 
Austria.  That  princess  called  to  the  supreme  direc- 
tion of  affairs  cardinal  Mazarin;  and  the  nation  sub* 
mitted  with  a  great  deal  of  reluctance  to  the  authority 
of  a  priest  and  a  foreigner.  The  parliament  availed 
themselves  of  the  general  indignation  to  shake  off  th^ 
fetters  which  cardinal  Richelieu  bad  imposed,  and  to 
assume  powers  unknown  before.  Some  vexatious 
edicts  which  they  refused  to  register^  was  the  signal 
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of  revolt;  the  ^ueen,  to  enforce  ob^dienc^j  arrestedl 
ieveral  of  the  counsellors ;  and  the  people  espousing 
the  cause  of  the  parliament^  tumultuouslj  assembled 
in  arms^  and  barricadoed  the  streets*  The  courts 
klarmed  at  their  hostile  appearance^  restored  the 
members  of  the  parliament  to  their  freedom;  and 
ilooD  after  abandoned  a  capital  which  it  could  no 
longer  govern.  For  four  successive  years  the  par-- 
liament  alternate! j  opposed  the  authority  of  the  re* 
gent^  and  launched  its  edicts  against  the  princes  of 
the  blood. 

Amidst  every  species  of  anarchy  and  civil  common 
tion^  Louis  XIV.  attained  the  age  fixed  for  his  ma- 
jority; he  appeared  in  his  parliament^  boldly  repri' 
manded  their  presumption^  and  banished  those  mem* 
bers  virho  had  been  rendered  most  conspicuous  by 
their  activity*  The  rest  of  the  assembly  submitted 
to  the  mandates  of  their  sovereign;  they  cancelled 
the  noxious  edicts  against  cardinal  Mazarin;  they 
received  that  minister  vrith  every  mark  of  regard} 
and  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XIY.  the  parliament 
ef  Paris  was  content  to  administer  justice  in  obse«» 
quious  silence.  No  sooner^  however,  had  Louis  ex* 
pired^  than  the  parliament  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  escaping  from  that  subjection  in  which  he  had 
lield  them  ;  and,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  deceased 
monarch,  they  vested  the  sole  power  of  the  regency 
in  the  hands  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.  Yet  the  free- 
dom of  their  expostulations  with  that  prince  on  the 
ninous  system  of  law,  determined  him  to  dismiss 
them  to  Pontoise;  and  they  were  compelled  to  pur- 
chase their  recall  by  the  most  degrading  concessions. 
We  have  since  beheld  them,  on  the  resumption  of  the 
bull  Unigenitus,  resisting  Louis  XV.  in  the  plenitude 
of  his  power;  and  though  repeatedly  banished,  yet 
constantly  recalled,  and  gathering  from  each  fall  in* 
crease  of  vigour. 

From  the  dayv  of  Philip  the  Fair  the  parliament 
of  Parift*' advanced  rapidly,  and  continually  gathered 
ttrength  iq  its  progress.    In  the  different  and  most 
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fiourlsbii)^  cities  of  Fraoce^  other  parliameotf*  oo  % 
similar  principle,  were  gradually  erected;  but,  though 
^e  have  traced  the  couosellors  of  law  thus  elevating 
IhemselvcB  to  the  highest  and  noblest  office  of  go^ 
i^eriHBent,  and  dispensing  justice  in  the  supreme  court 
of  the  kingdom^  yet  the  notions  of  honour  peculiaf 
to  the  Gothic  nations  precluded  them  from  being 
ennobled  by  their  places :  they  were  officially  asaor 
ciated  with  peers,  and  had  sat  in  judgement  on  prioocf 
of  the  blood;  yet  for  several  centuries  they  stroggVed 
in  vain  to  obtain  admission  into  the  order  of.  nobility} 
and  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Louis  XIY.  who  had 
bumbled  their  power,  that  their  vanity  was  gratified 
by  the  indulgence  of  that  monarch,  .whose  edict  first 
entitled  then^  to  ikfi  honours  and  privileges  of  tht 
nobility. 

In  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.  the  parliament  beeamo 
Jeslous  of  its  judicial  functions,  and  even  aasnined  st 
superiority  beyond  that  of  the  king,  in  ezpdling  tho 
Jesuits  from  the  dominions  of  France.  Yet  one  fee^ 
ble  ray  of  hope  broke  in  from  the  prospect  of  royal 
favour;  and  Louis,  who  had  beheld  the  proceedings 
with  apparent  indifference,  was  allured  by  the  soli<» 
citations  of  the  friends  to  the  society,  to  interpose  in 
thhif  behalf.  The  royal  mandate,  for  the  apace  of  a 
year,  averted  their  impepding  destiny;  and  daring 
that  period  all  decisions  against  the  socl&ty  were 
comsqianded  to  be  suspended.  A  plan  of  accommo-» 
datiqq  w^$  at  length  drawn  up,  and  submiltcd  to  tho 
pope  and  the  general  of  the  order;  but  tho  pariia* 
ineot  declared  the  bulls,  briefs,  constitutions,  and 
other  regulations  of  the  Jesuits,  to  be  encroachments 
of  authority,  and  abuses  of  government;  they  dis* 
solved  the  society;  forbade  the  members  to  wear  tho 
babit  of  the  order;  and  interdicted  them.  from,  tho 
possession  of  any  prebends,  livings,  or  pulpits,  or  any 
other  clerical  or  municipal  offices.  Their  colleges 
wore  seized;  their  effect^  confiscated;  and  the  king 
joining  in  the  general  resentment,  seconded  the  decree 
fsf  tltt  parliament,  by  an  edict  which,  in  1763,  utterly 
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abolished  the  order  of  Jesuits  throughout  bis  domk 
niom. 

The  parliament^  elated  by -their  victory  over  cccle- 
stastieal  tyranny^  in  1763,  attempted  to  set  bounds  t^ 
the  absolute  power  of  the  crown,  and  seemed  deter* 
mined  to  confine  it  9«^ithiD  the  limits  prescribed  by 
law.  An  edict  which  Louis  issued  for  the  contt** 
nuance  of  some  taxes  which  were  to  have  ended  with 
Ihe  war^  was  considered  by  the  parliaments  as  an 
uawarrantable  burthen;  and  a  second  edict,  which 
enabled  the  crown  to  redeem  its  debts  at  an  inade-* 
quate  price,  was  represented  as  a  violation  of  the- 
public  faith.  The  flame  spread  with  rapidity  through 
the  kitigdom;  the  provincial  parliaments  strongly 
remoDStrated  against,  and  ultimately  refused  to  regis- 
ter, the  edicts;  and  those  of  Paris  and  Rouen  in  par* 
ticular  distinguished  theaiselves  by  their  firm  and 
animated  language :  The  subject,  said  the  latter^  has 
s  right  to  the  easiest  and  least  burthensome  method 
of  contributing  to  the  wants  of  the  state.  This  right, 
which  is  founded  in  nature,  belongs  to  every  nation 
an  the  world,  whatever  may  be  its  form  of  govern* 
ment;  and  it  is  the  first  right  of  the  Franks.  The 
parliament  of  Bourdeaux  also  declared,  without  the 
least  hesitation,  that  it  was  their  duty  in  registering 
an  edict  to  bear  witness  to  the  people  that  the  tax 
was  just,  and  to  the  king,  that  his  people  are  still 
able  to  furnish  the  supplies.  At  Thoulouse,  at  Gre- 
noble, in  Britanny,  and  Besan9on,  they  pursued  the 
same  measures,  and  held  similar  language.  Nor  did 
the  parliament  of  Paris  behold  with  indifference  the 
exertions  of  their  brethren  in  Britanny;  they  ap- 
plauded their  conduct,  and  exhorted  them  to  perse- 
vere in  what  they  had  so  laudably  begun.  But  the 
freedom  of  their  behaviour  soon  drew  upon  them  the 
censure  of  the  king:  Louis  suddenly  appeared  in  the 
public  court,  and  severely  reprimanded  the  temerity 
of  the  members;  he  added,  in  the  language  of  aa 
offended  despot,  "  I  will  not  suffer  an  association  to. 
be  formed  in  my  kingdom,  which  might  grow  into  a 
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tonfede^acj  of  resistance."  The  deputies  from  the 
parliament  of  Rouen  reminded  the  sovereign  of  his 
coronation  oatb,  and  insinuated  the  existence  of  a 
compact  between  the  king  and  the  peoplis.  The  an- 
swer of  Louis  was  conveyed  in  evasive  but  very 
strong  terms :  '^  The  oath  that  I  have  made  is  not  to 
the  nation,  as  you  take  upon  you  to  say,  but. to  God 
alone."  This  distinction  proclaimed  his  determina<» 
tion  to  suffer  no  earthly  opposition  to  his  will :  he 
resolved  to  reign  absolutely;  the  parliaments  were 
for  a  moment  awed  by  the  imperious  voice  of  the 
monarch;  and  a  transient  and  deceitful  calm  suc^ 
ceeded  the  murmurs  of  discontent. 

The  province  of  Brittany  bad  for  a  series  of  years 
groaned  beneath  the  iron  rule  of  the  duke  d'Aiguillon^ 
and  for  four  years  he  had  persecuted  with  unremit* 
ting  vengeance  M.  de  ChalotaiSj  the  attorney*general 
to  the  parliament.  That  unfortunate  gentleman^ 
whose  genius^  learning,  and  integrityj  merited  a  bet«- 
ter  fate,  had  opposed,  with  the  indigoatioo  6(  a  vir* 
tuous  magistrate^  the  oppressive  measures  of  the  dukei 
who  drove  the  unhappy  object  6f  his  enmity  into 
exile;  pursued  him  from  one  prison  to  another ;  and 
at  length,  by  the  subornation  of  false  witnesses  fmd 
the  profligacy  of  dependent  judges,  procured  against 
him  a  sentence  which  involved  his  life^  and  which  bis 
persecutor  hastened  privately  to  carry  into  execution. 
But  the  parliament  of  Brittatiy  had  received  intelli* 

fence  of  the  dark  designs  of  their  governor;  the 
umanity  of  the  duke  de  Choiseul  was  interested  by 
their  representations;  and  an  order  in  favour  of  M, 
de  Chalotais  arrived  time  enough  to  stop  the  hand 
of  the  ejcecutioner,  which  was  already  ariped  against 
bis  life.  The  rescue  of  that  gentleman  laid  open  a  ^ 
scene  of  the  blackest  iniquity!  and  the  parliament  of 
firittany,  possessed  of  new  proofs,  commenced  a  pro* 
cess  against  the  duke  d*AiguiIlon>  Whose  trial  waf 
conducted  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  the  princes  of 
the  bloodj  the  peers>  and  the  parliament  of  Paris. 
Before  these  judges  the  written  proceedings  carried 
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on  against  M.  de  Chalotais  were  produced;  and  their 
production  disclosed  such  a  complicated  sjgtem  of 
guilt  and  cruelty  against  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  as  ex« 
teedied  whatever  could  have  been  surmised.  w« 

But  at  the  moment  that  the  nation  anxiously 
awaited  the  decision  of  this  important  cause^  Louis 
thought  proper^  by  a  violent  exeVtion  of  power^  to 
put  a  total  stop  to  the  whole  course  of  justice^  and  to 
all  farther  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  the  duke 
d^Aiguillon.  At  the  same  time^  conscious  of  their 
sentiments^  he  forbade  the  princes  of  the  blood  to 
attend  the  parliament.  A  procedure  so  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  of  the  peerage  was  openly  reprobated 
by  the  priBce  of  Conti;  and  the  partiality  which  the 
king  evidently  displayed  towards  the  duke  d'Aiguil- 
lon^  could  not  repress  the  determined  resolution  of 
the  parliaments  against  that  odious  noble.  The  par- 
liament of  Paris  prohibited  him  from  exercising  the 
functions  of  his  peerage  till  his  character  was  cleared! 
by  ad  open  trial ;  and,  though  the  king  annulled  their 
arrdt  by  the  absolute  authority  which  he  assumed, 
they  maintained  their  resolution  with  firmness;  and 
their  remonstrances  were  seconded  by  the  representa- 
tions of  the  princes  and  peers,  who  complained  that 
their  honour  was  sacrificed,  and  the  rights  of  the 
peerage  annihilated.  The  other  parliaments  of  the 
Kingdom  were  not  behind  in  vigour  or  resolution 
to  that  of  Paris ;  but  the  general  detestation  that 
pursued  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  seemed  only  to  increase 
the  attachment  of  his  sovereign;  and  Louis,  after 
having  severely  reprimanded  the  parliament  of  Paris 
for  their  temerity,  ordered  two  of  their  members  to 
be  arrested,  and  sent  to  the  castle  of  Vincennes;  yet 
the  rest,  instead  of  being  intimidated  by  this  jact  of 
severity,  still  displayed  an  astonishing  magnanimity, 
And  persevered  in  repeated  deputations  and  remon- 
strances against  the  arbitrary  proceeding. 
^  At  length  the  king  arrived  suddenly  at  Paris,  and, 
like  an  arbitrary  monarch,  having  surrounded  the  par« 
liament  with  his  guajrds,  entered  the  assembly,  re- 
proached 
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preached  tb«  members  in  the  severest  terms^  dismissed 
the  two  chambers  of  Inquests  and  Requests^  and 
ordered  all  proceedings  against  the  duke  d'Aiguillon 
to  be  erased  from  the^f  registers.  But  these  mea- 
sures secured  not  the  submission  of  the  parliamenta 
of  France;  and  those  assemblies  still  Maintained  a 
conduct  equally  firm  and  honourable.  The  members 
long  withstood  the  royal  edicts  by  which  they  were 
to  acknowledge  themselves  obliged  in  future  to  re« 
gisterall  the  edicts  of  the  king,  eiven  though  those 
very  edicts  should  have  been  remonstrated  against  by 
themselves.  The  presence  of  the  monarch,  indeed^ 
compelled  them  to  enter  on  their  journals  this  de- 
grading edict;  but  in  their  next  assembly  the  parlia- 
ment of  Parb  complained  of  it  as  an  act  of  force^ 
and  appointed  a  deputation  to  the  king  to  entreat 
him  to  withdraw  it.  Their  language  on  this  occa- 
sion was  bold,  firm,  and  animated :  ''  Your  edict, 
sire,  (said  they,)  is  destructive  of  all  law:  your  par- 
liament is  charged  to  maintain  the  law;  and,  the  law 
perishing,  they  should  perish  with  it:  these  are,  sirCj 
the  last  words  of  your  parliament.'* 

Enraged  at  their  perseverance^  Louis  now  yielded 
to  the  most  violent  councils,  and  prepared  to  support 
his  authority  by  the  most  arbitrary  measures:  the 
members,  in  the  dead  of  night,  were  awaked  in  their 
beds  by  parties  of  the  guards,  who  presented  to  each 
pf  them  a  Icttre  de  cdchet,  which  eqjoiqed  them  to 
declare  whether  they  would  resume  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  which  they  had  abandoned,  or  persist 
in  their  refusal.  Though  in  the  moment  of  confq- 
sion  a  few  were  surprized  into  acquiescence,  yet  they 
soon  retracted :  they  were  commanded  to  attend  at 
court,  to  receive  their  dismission;  and  maintaining^ 
even  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  the  same  decent  but 
inflexible  firmness,  the  whole  body  of  the  parliament 
Viras  banished  from  the  metropolis,  v^ 

The  chief  author  of  a  conduct  so  daripg  apd 
odious,  so  arbitrary  and  tyrannical,  was  the  chancellor 
4e  Maupeou;  ^  man  who  had  risen  te  power  by 
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the  practice  of  every  cpecies  of  fraud  and  deceit^  aD4 
i^ho  shared  with  the  duke  d'Aiguilloo  the  hatred 
of  the  DatioD.  At  his  suggestioni  a  temporary  tri- 
bunal was  erected^  at  which  (be  lawyers  of  the  crown 
were  compelled  to  assist;  but  this  phantom  of  a 
parliament  was  soon  extinguished.  The  king«  at  the 
last  Bed  of  Justice  that  he  held^  issued  three  edicts ; 
the  firsts  for  the  dissolution  of  the  present  parliament ; 
the  second^  for  the  suppression  of  the  court  of  aids ; 
>  and  the  thirds  for  the  transformation  of  the  grand 
council  into  a  new  parliament :  after  which  he  closed 
the  assembly  with  toese  decisive  words :  '*  You  have 
heard  my  intentions^  and  it  is  my  will  that  they 
should  be  executed.  I  command  you  to  begin  your 
functions  next  Monday:  my  chancellor  will  insta) 
you.  I  forbid  all  deliberations  contrary  to  my  wi11« 
and  all  representations  in  favour  of  the  ancient  par-^ 
liament;  for  I  will  never  change.''  Soon  after  the 
king  declared  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  new  par- 
liament^ which  reached  from  Lyons  to  Arras^  wai( 
too  extensive :  in  consequence  of  whtch  he  divided  ii 
into  six  different  parts;  each  court  was  to  have  a 
similar  jurisdiction^  and  to  be  held  at  Arras^  Lyons^ 
Clermont^  Blois^  Poicti^rs>  and  Paris :  a  new  code  of 
laws,  which  had  been  framed  by  the  chancellor^  was 
also  presented  and  approved;  and  measures  accord- 
ingly taken  for  carrying  them  into  execution.  Thus 
by  the  most  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  measures  the 
king  established  himself  as  an  absolute  monarch ; 
and  this  order  of  things  continued  till  th^  death  of 
Louis  XV.  in  1774. 

Although  it  was  the  hapless  fate  of  Louis  XVI. 
eventually  to  perish  through  the  violent  measures  of 
the  commonalty,  yet  he  had  no  sooner  ascended  the 
throne,  and  began  to  regulate  the  abuses  of  the  former 
government,  than  he  suppressed  for  ever  the  functions 
and  powers  of  this  new  assembly,  and,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  nation,  restored,  with  all  its  ancient  privir 
leges,  the  old  and  only  legal  parliament.  Even  in 
the  first  motnents  of  their  return^  ^he  members  dis- 
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played  a  spirit  unsubdued  by  adversity;  the  article 
respecting  the  right  of  remonstrance  was  openly 
iavowed;  and  they  already  aspired  to  their  former 
pretensions;  but  th^ir  rising  spirit  was  controuled  by 
the  decision  of  the  monarchy  who  wished  to  reign 
fibsolute ;  and  the  answer  to  one  of  their  r.epresenta- 
tions,  *'  that  he  must  be  obei/ed/'  was  conclusive. 

But  although  from  this  time  forward,  to  the  year 
1786,  the  parliament  pursued  its  functions  to  the  ge- 
neral satisfaction  both  of  the  king  and  the  people,  it 
was  easy  to  perceive  that  the  despotic  measures  of  the 
pourt  would  sooner  or  later  meet  with  a  final  over- 
throw. When  the  edict  for  registering  the  loan  at 
the  conclusion  of  1785,  which  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  3,3^0,3001.  was  laid  before  the  parliament,  the 
murmurs  of  that  assembly  presented  a  formidable  op- 
position. Tfaeking,  however,  signified  to  the  depu- 
tation that  was  commissioned  to  convey  to  bim  their 
remonstrances^^  that  "  he  expected  to  ieie  obeyed  ;*' 
accordingly  the  ceremony  of  the  registering  took  place 
pn  the  pext  day;  but  was  accompanied  with  a  reso- 
lution, importing,  **  that  public  economy  was  the 
only  genuine  source  of  abundant  revenue,  the  only 
means  of  providing  for-  the  necessities  of  the  state, 
find  restoring  that  credit  which  borrowing  bad  re^ 
^uced  to  the  brink  of  ruin.^'  ^^ 

Thi9  proceeding  was  no  sooner  known,  than  the 
king  reqoired  the  attendance  of  the  grand  deputation 
of  parliament ;  he  erased  from  their  records  the  reso* 
lution  that  had  been  adopted  ;  and  observed,  though 
it  was  his  pleasure  that  the  parliament  should  com- 
municate by  its  respectful  representations  whatever 
plight  interest  the  good  of  the  public,  yet  he  never 
Would  consent  that  they  should  so  far  abuse  his  con- 
^dence  and  cleniency  as  to  erect  themselves  into  the 
censors  of  his  adminiatrationl.  He  told  them,  that  he 
expected  iq  future  they  should  confine  their  expres- 
sions within  the  limits  of  wisdom  and  loyalty;  and, 
pore  strongly  to  mark  his  displeasure  at  their  expos- 
^MUtion9j    ne  directed  the  dismission  from  further 
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service^  of  ooe  of  tbeir  officers,  who  had  appeared 
most  active  io  forwarding  the  late  resolution. 

Though  the  measures  of  the  sovereign  bore  this 
decisive  mark  of  arbitrary  power,  jet  Caloone,  the 
minister  of  finance,  could  not  help  feeling  deeply 
mortified  by  the  opposition  of  the  parliament  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  only  alternative  that  seemed 
to  remain  was  to  have  recourse  to  some  other  assem- 
bly, more  dignified  in  its  character,  and  that  should 
consist  10  a  greater  degree  of  members  from  the 
Tarious  orders  of  the  state,  and  the  different  provinces 
of  the  kingdom*  This  promised  to  be  a  popular 
measure^  for  it  implied  a  deference  to  the  people  at 
large,  and  might  be  expected  to  prove  greatly  accepts 
able;  but  the  true  and  legitimate  assembly  of  the 
nation,  the  States-^gmeral,  had  not  met  since  the  year 
1614;  nor  could  the  minister  flatter  himself  with  the 
hope  of  obtaining  the  royal  assent  to  a  meeting  which 
a  despotic  sovereign  could  not  but  regard  with  an 
eye  of  jealousy.  Another  assembly  bad  occasionally 
been  substituted  in  the  room  of  the  states-general; 
this  was  distinguished  by  the  title  of  the  M)tahlcs, 
and  consisted  of  a  number  of  persons  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  chiefly  selected  from  the  higher 
orders  of  the  state,  and  nominated  by  the  king  him* 
self.  This  assembly  had  been  convened  by  Henry  lY. 
and  again  by  Louis  XIII,  aqd  was  now  once  more 
to  be  summoned  by  the  authority  of  Louis  XV L 

The  writs  that  were  issued  for  calling  together  the 
assembly  of  the  notables  were  dated  on  the  29th  of 
December,  1786:  they  were  addressed  to  seven  priqces 
of  the  blood,  nine  dukes  and  peers  of  Fraoce,  eight 
field*marescha1s,  twenty-two  nobles,  eight  counsellor^ 
of  state,  four  masters  of  requests,  eleven  archbishops 
and  bishops,  thirty*seven  heads  of  the  law,  twelve 
deputies  of  the  pays  d'etats,  the  lieutenant  civil,  and 
twenty-five  magistrates  of  the  different  towns  of  the 
kingdom.  The  number  of  members  was  144;  and 
the  89th  of  January,  1787,  was  the  period  appoiqte^ 
for  their  opening.    It  vva^  at  the  moment  when  ihe 

nem^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TH£  WARS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION.     i§ 


tnembers  of  the  notables  bad  arrived  at  Parisj  and 
that  the  atteotion  of  all  classes  in  the  kingdom  was 
fixed  upon  their  meeting  as  an  important  sera  in  the 
history  of  France,  that  the  minister  found  himself 
jet  unprepared  to  submit  his  system  to  their  inspec* 
tion,  and  postponed  the  opening  of  the  council  to  the 
2Sd  of  Feibruary,  when  he  met  the  assembly  of  the 
notables,  and  opened  his  long-expected  plan.     He 
began  by  stating  that  the  public  expenditure  had  for 
centuries  past  exceeded  the  revenue;  that  under  the 
economical  administration  of  cardinal  Fleufi  the  de- 
ficit still  existed ;  that  the  progress  of  this  derange- 
ment under  the  last  reign  had  been  extreme;  at  tfae^ 
appointment  of  the  abbe  Terray  it  had  amounted  to 
3,000,0001.  sterling;  that  minister  had  reduced  it  to 
1,675,0001. ;  it  became  somewhat  less  under  the  short  ^ 
administrations  that  followed;  it  rose  again  in  con*^ 
sequence  of  the  war,   under  the  administration   of 
Necker;  and  at  his  own  accession  to  office,  it  was 
3,330,000L     To  remedy  this  evil  the  comptroller- 
general  recommended  a  territorial  impost,  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  English  land-tax,^  from  which  no  ra^k  or 
order  of  men  were  to  be  exempted  ;  an  enquiry  into 
the  possessions  of  the  clergy,  which  had  hitherto  been 
deemed  sacred  from  their  proportion  of  the  public 
burthens ;  the  various  branches  of  internal  taxation 
were  also  to  undergo  a  strict  examination;  and  a 
considerable  resource  was  presented  in  mortgaging 
the  demesne  lands  of  the  crown. 

A  formidable  adversary,  however^  presented  himself 
in  the  person  of  count  de  Mirabeau,  who  boldly  im- 
peacltied  the  integrity  of  M.  de  Calonne ;  he  hesitated 
not  to  rank  him  among  those  who  preferred  their 
fortune  to  their  honour,  and  who  bad  augmented 
their  wealtb  by  the  most  dishonoiiral^le  speculations 
10  the  funds.  He  added,  that  all  his  operations  bore 
the  stamp  of  despotism  and  personal  interest;  and  he 
i^alled  upon  the  notables  to  address  their  sovereign  in 
the  honest  language  \>f  truth :  ''  Let  them  tell  hia^ 
Xsaid  he,)  that  a  man^  who  was  estranged  to  every 
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priadiple  of  good  faith,  of  fidelity  in  eDgagemenUj. 
of  respect  to  property,  was  unfit  to  remain  ai  the 
helm  of  commerce,  of  contracts,  and  of  law/'  The 
eloquence  of  Calonne  at  once  sunk  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  three  great  bodies  of  the  nation;  the 
grand  and  essential  object  of  reform,  was  to  equalize 
the  public  burthens,  and,  by  rendering  the  taxea 
genera],  to  diminish  the  load  of  the  lower  and  most 
useful  classes  of  the  people.  The  ancient  nobility 
and  the  clergy  had  ever  been  free  from  all  public 
assessments;  and,  had  the  evil  gone  no  further,  it 
might  have  been  still  perhaps  borne  with  patience; 
but,  through  the  shameful  custom  of  selling  patents 
of  nobility^  such  crowds  of  new  noblesse  started  up^ 
that  every  proviuce  in  the  kihgdom^'was  filled  with 
people  of  title.  The  first  object  with  those  who  had 
acquired  fortunes  rapidly,  was  to  purchase  a  patent^ 
wbicb,  besides  gratifying  their  vanity,  afforded  an 
exemption  to  them  and  their  posterity  from,  contri*^ 
buting  proportionably  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state'; 
the  ipagistracies  likewise  throughout  the  kingdom 
enjoyed  their  share  of  these  exemptions;  so  that  the 
whole  weight  of  the  taxes  fell  on  those  who  were 
least  able  to  bear  them.  The  design  of  equalizing 
the  public  burthens,  though  undoubtedly  great,  thu4 
united  against  the  minister  the  nobility,  the  clergy^ 
and  the  magistracy,  and  the  event  was  such  as  might 
have  been  expected :  the  intrigues  of  those  three 
bodies  raised  so  loud  and  unexpected  a  clamour,  that 
the  measure  fell  to  the  ground,  and  terminated  the 
ministerial  influence  of  M.  de  Calonne.  The  king> 
thus  deprived  of  any  further  hope  of  rendering  the 
convention  of  the  notables  the  instrument  of  extri- 
cating him  from  bis  embarrassments,  immediately 
dismissed  them  ;  and  thus  paved  the  way  to  the  erec-^ 
tion  of  thef  National  Assemblyi  and  all  the  horrors  of 
the  Revolution. 

The  wonderful  spectacle  we  are  now  to  unfold^  is 
that  of  a  mild  and  polished  people  becoming  in  aa 
instant  sanguinary  and  fierce ;  an  established  govern*- 
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iDeDt  celebrated  for  its  weight  and  iin{N»rtaoce  among 
the  states  of  Europe^  tboiigh  fend^ed  absolute  bj  the 
arbitrary  Will  of  its  tnonarchs^  overturned  almost 
without  a  struggle;  a  whole  nation  appareotlj  unit*^ 
ing  to  destroy  e?ery  institution  which  antiquity  bad 
hallowed,  or  education  taught  th^m  to  respect,  but 
which  respect  had  been  forced  upon  them;  an  en^^ 
lightened  community  treating  the  superstitious  reli«- 
gion  of  their  fathers  nvith  contempt;  a  long  enslaved 
people  occupied  in  their  public  counsels  in  the  dis«- 
cussion  of  refined  .  schemes  of  freedom :  in  short, 
twenty-six  millions  of  persons  suddenly  treading  un- 
der Coot  every  sentiment  and  every  prejudice  that 
they  themselves  bad  once  regarded  as  sacred  and  ve- 
nerable, but  which  their  newly-informed  judgements 
taught  them  they  should  not  any  longer  submit  to.  ^ 

Long  [Previous  to  this  ever-memorable  epoch,  the 
nobles  of  France,  within  their  own  territories,  en^^ 
joyed  privileges  almost  equal  to  those  of  sovereign 
princes:  they  made  peace  and  war;  they  coined 
money;  tbey  were  judges  in  the  last  resort;  their 
Vassals  were  their  slaves,  whom  tbey  bought  and 
•old  along  with  their  estates ;  the  inhabitants  of  cities, 
islthough  freemen,  were  for  ages  depressed  and  poor, 
depending  for  protection  upon  some  tyranoicM  baron 
lA  their  neighbourhood.  At  length,  however,  by 
the  progress  of  the  arts,  the  cities  rose  into  more 
considerable  importance,  and  their  inhabitants,  with 
f  uch  freemen  of  some  rank  as  resided  in  the  country, 
were  considered  as  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  repre- 
sentation; but  tbe  clergy  and  the  nobles  formed  the 
two  first  estates,  while  the  sovereign  was  despotic  j 
jet  the  nobles  retained  all  tbeir  feudal  privileges, 
ond  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy  did  the  same.  The 
following  was,  in  a  few  words,  tbe  state  of  that 
country  during  tbe  two  last  centuries  ; 

The  kingdom  of  France,  previous  to  the  revolu- 
tion, was  never  reduced  into  one  homogeneous  mass. 
It  consisted  of  a  variety  of  separate  provinces  ac* 
quired  by  different  means;  some  by  marriage,  some 
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bv  legacy,  and  others  by  the  power  of  (be  sword; 
£acb  province  retained  itsr  ancient  laws  and  privilegeSji 
whether  political  or  civile  as  expressed  in  their  capi-? 
tularies,  or  conditions  by  which  they  were  originally 
acquired.  In  one  part  of  his  dominions  the  French 
monarch  was  a  county  in  another  he  was  a  duke>  and 
in  others  he  was  a  king;  the  only  bond  which  united 
bis  vast  empire  being  the  strong  military  force  by 
which  it  was  kept  in  awe.  Each  province  had  its 
barriers;  and  the  intercourse  betwixt  one  province 
and  another  was  often  more  restrained  by  local  usages 
than  by  the  intercourse  of  either  with  a  foreign  coun- 
try. Some  of  the  p^ovinces^  such  as  Bretagne  and 
Dauphiny,  even  retained  the  right  of  assembling  pe- 
riodically their  provincial  states;  but  these  formed 
DO  barrier  against  the  power  of  the  crown. 

The  clergj  formed  the  first  estate  of  the  kingdom 
in  point  of  precedence.  They  amounted  to  I30,00(k 
The  higher  orders  of  them  enjoyed  immense  revcr 
nues ;  but  the  curh,  or  great  body  of  acting  clergy^ 
(the  rectors,)  seldom  possessed  more  than  about 
twenty-eight  pounds  sterling  a-year^  and  their  vicaires 
(curates  as  they  would  be  called  in  England)  about 
balf  that  sum.  .A  few  of  their  dignified  clergy  wero 
men  of  great  piety^  who  resided  constantly  in  their, 
dioceses,  and  attended  ta  the  duties  of  their  office; 
but  by  far  the  greater  number  of  them  passed  their 
lives  at  Paris  and  Versailles;  immersed  in  all  the  iut 
trigues  and  dissipations  of  a  gay  and  licentious  court. 
They  were  almost  exclusively  selected  from  among 
the  younger  branches  of  the  families  of  the  most 

Powerful  nobility^  and  accounted  it  a  kind  of  disr 
onour  to  the  order  of  bishops  for  any  person  of  sub- 
ordinate rink  to  be  admitted  into  it.  The  inferior 
clergy,  on  the  contrary^  were  persons  of  mean  birtbj 
and  bad  little  chance  of  preferment ;  yet  we  find 
several  respectable  exceptions  to  this  rule.  The 
clergy,  as  a  body,  independent  of  the  tithes,  possessed 
a  revenue  arising  from  t6eir  property  in  land,  amount- 
ing to  four  or  five  millions  sterling  annualljr;  at  th^ 
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Mme  time  they  were  exempt  froiti  tazalion;  but  they 
presented  to  the  court  a  free  gift  of  a  sum  of  some-^ 
what  short  of  a  million  sterling  every  five  years:  ihis^ 
however^  was  voluntary. 

The  nobility  was  nominally  the  second  order  of 
the  state> '  though  it  was  in  reality  the  first.  The 
nobles  amounted  to  no  less  than  200,000  in  number ! 
The  title  and  rank  descended  to  all  the  children  of 
the  family^  but  (be  property  to  the  eldest  alone: 
hence  vast  multitudes  of  them  were  dependent  upon 
the  l^ounty  of  the  court.  They  regarded  the  useful 
and  commercial  arts  as  dishonourable^  and  even  the 
liberal  professions  as  in  a  great  measure  beneath  their 
dignity,  disdaining  to  intermarry  with  the  families  of 
any  such  professors.  The  feudal  system  in  its  purity 
was  favourable  to  the  production  of  respectable  qua* 
lities  in  tbe  minds  of  the  nobles;  but  the  introduction 
of  commerce  rendered  it  equally  unfavourable  to  that 
class  of  men.  Instead  of  the  ancient  patriarchal  at^ 
tachment  between  the  feudal  chieftain  and  his  vassals, 
the  nobility  became  greedy  landlords  in  tbe  provinces^ 
that  they  might  appear  in  splendour  at  court  and  in 
tbe  capital.  There^  lost  in  intrigue,  sensuality,  and 
Inanity,  their  characters  became  frivolous  and  con* 
temptible.  Such  of  tbe  French  noblesse,  however, 
as  remained  in  the  provinces,  regarded  with  indig- 
nation this  degradation  of  their  order,  and  retained 
a  proud  sense  of  honour  and  of  courage..  The  order 
of  the  nobles  was  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
taxes,  although  the  property  of  some  of  them  w«s 
•immense.  The  estates  of  tbe  prince  of  Cond6,  for 
example,  were  worth  200,0001.  a-year,  and  those  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans  nearly  twice  as  much.  Tbe 
crown  had  indeed  imposed  some  trifling  taxes  upoo 
the  noblesse,  which,  however,  they  in  a. great  measure 
contrived  to  evade. 

The  parliaments  generally  consisted  of  large  bodies 
of  raen>  in  difitcent  provinces,  appointed  as  courts 
of  law  for  the  administration  of  justice.  In  conse-^ 
quencc  of  the  corruption,  of  the  officers  of  state,  the 
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metnbert  purchased  their  place9>  vhich  tbej  held  iW 
life;  but  the  sw  was  usually  preferred  when  he  of<- 
fered  to  purchase  his  father's  place.  Therefore  the 
practising  lawyers  had  little  chance  of  ever  becoming 
judges.  Courts  thus  constituted  consisted  of  a  mot- 
ley mixture  of  old  and  youngs  learned  and  ignorant, 
men;  and  justice  was  ill  administered.  The  judget 
allowed  their  votes  in  depending  causes  to  be  openly 
solicited  by  the  parties  or  their  friends.  No  wise 
man  ever  entered  into  a  litigation  against  a  member 
of  one  of  these  parliaments,  for  no  lawyer  would 
undertake  to  plead  his  cause :  it  never  came  to  a  suc-^ 
cessful  issue,  nnd  usually  never  came  to  any  issue  at 
alK  After  the  states-general  had  fallen  into  disuse^ 
the  |)arliaments  acquired  a  large  degree  of  political 
cooaequenee,  and  formed  the  only  check  upon  the 
absolute  power  of  the  crown.  The  laws^  or  royal 
ediets,  before  being  put  in  force,  were  always  sent 
to  be  registered  in  the  books  of  the  parliam^its. 
If  they  objected  to  register  any  edict,  it  was  done 
under  a  kind  of  legal  fiction:  for  they  pretended, 
that  the  nosious  edict,  being  injurious  to  the  public 
felicity,  could  not  be  the  will  of  the  king,  but  must 
either  be  a  forgery,  or  an  impositioa  by  the  ministers* 
These  objections  were  got  the  better  of,  either  by  a 
positive  order  from  the  king,  or  by  his  coming  in 
l^erson  and  commanding  the  edict  to  be  registered,  v 

The  tiers  Hat,  or  commons,  formed  the  lowest 
order  of  the  state  in  France,  and  they  were  depressed 
and  miseKabie  in  the  extreme.  To  form  a  conceptton 
ef  their  situation,  it  is  necessary  to  observe,  that  they 
bore  the  whole  pecuniary  bunlen  of  the  statoj  and 
tbey  alone  were  liable  tOL  taxation.  An  expensive 
and  ambitious  court;  an  army  of  200,000  men  in 
time  of  peace,  and  of  twice  that  nnmber  in  war;  a 
considerable  marine  establishment;  {HibKc  roads  and 
works;  were  all  supported  exclusively  by  the  lowest 
0f  the  people.  To  add  to  the  evil,  the  revenues 
were  iU  collected.  Tbey  were  let  otit  to  farmers* 
general  at  a  certain  sum,  <iver  and  above  which  th^ 
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Mt'only  acquired  immenae  fortunes  to  themselves, 
but  were  enabled  tp  advance  eaormous  presents  to 
those  favourites  or  oiistresses  of  the  king  or  tne  mi* 
tibter  bj  uieaiis  of  wbooi  they  procufed  their  places* 
To  raise  all  this  money  from  the  people^  they  were 
piiity  of  the  aaost  cruel  oppression^  having  it  in  their 
povrer  to  obtain  whatever  revenue  laws  they  pleased, 
•nd  eaeeutang  them  in  the  severest  manner*     For  this 
^rpose  they  kept  io  pay  an  army  of  clerks,  scouts, 
aod  apies,  amounting  to  eighty  thousand  men.     These 
Hrere  mdeed  detested  by  the  king,  whom  they  de- 
ceived asd  kept  io  poverty;  by  the  people,  whom 
they  oppressed;  and  by  the  ancient  nobility,  as  purse* 
proud  upstarts.      But  the  court  of   France  could 
siever  coatrive  to  manage  without  theos.     The  pea* 
aaats  oouid  hi  called  out  by  the  iotendants  of  the 
provioees  in  what  they  called  corvhs,  to  work  upon 
ibe  high  roads  for  a  certain  number  of  days  in  the 
^rear,  whidi  was  a  sourco  of  severe  oppression,  as  the 
intendaBt  hwi  the  choice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
Ikheir  enptoyiBeBt,  and  was  not  bound  to  aci;ept  of 
any  cooimutation  in  money.    They  were '  moreover 
subject  to  the  nobles  in  a  thousand  oppressive  ways, 
ffbe  Aoblea  retained  ail  their  ancient  raanerial  or  pa- 
trimooial  ^risdietioos.    Ttie  common  people,  being 
ancteotly  daves,  had  obtained  their  freedom  upon 
diffeDeat  conditions.     In  many  places  they  and  their 
posterity  remained  bound  to  pay  a  perpetual  tribute 
to  Iheir  ftudal  lords.     Such  tributes  foroned  acon- 
•lAsraUe  part  of  the  revemie  of  many  of  the  provin^ 
dal  Bobles.    No  mao  could  h6  an  officer  of  the  army, 
who  did  m4  produce  proofs  of  nobility  for  four  ge- 
nerations.    The  parliaments,  latterly,  although  origi- 
nally of  the  tien  6tat,  attempted  also  t^  introduce  a 
rale  ^at  none  but  the  no4>lesse  should  be  admitted 
Mto  their  order.     In  such  a  situation,  it  will  not  b^ 
•oeoHoted  surprising  that   the  common    people  of 
France  were  extremely  superstitious  and  ignorant. 
They  wi;re,  however,  obsequtousl  v  devoted  to  thieir 
monarch,  and  whatever  coocernai  him.    In  1754, 
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ifvfaen  Louis  XV.  was  taken  ill  at  Metz,  the  ^I^ole 
nation  was  trulj  in  a  kind  of  despair.  The  courier 
and  bis  horse  that  brought  the ^ news  of  his  recovery 
to  Paris,  were  both  almost  suffocated  bj  the  embraces 
of  the  people. 

But  the  greatest  of  all  the  evils  that  can  be  sug^ 
gested,  was  the  insecurity  of  individuals  in  their  own 
persons.  In  France  no  man  was  safe.  The  secrets 
of  private  families  w^re  searched  into;  and  nothing 
was  unknown  to  the  jealous  inquisition  of  the  police. 
Men  were  seized  by  letires  de  cachet  when  they  least 
expected  it,  and  their  families  had  no  means  of  dis- 
covering their  fate.  The  sentence  of  a  court  of  law 
against  a  nobleman  was  usually  reversed  by  the  mi*^ 
Aister.  No  book  was  published  without  the  licence 
of  a  censor-general  appointed  by  the 'court,  and  the 
•minister  was  accountable  to  none  'but  the  king.  No 
account  was  to  be  demanded  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money.  Enormous  gratifications  and  pen** 
Mons  were  given  as  the  reward  of  the  most  infamous 
services.  The  supreme  power  of  the  state  was  tisually 
lodged  with  a  favourite  mistress,  and  she  was  some^ 
times  a  woman  taken  from  public  prostitution.  This 
was  not  indeed  the  case  under  Louia  XVI.;  but  it 
was  nevertheless  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  his  life^ 
that  he  was  far  from  being  absolute  in  his  own  fa-* 
mily.  Still,  however,  with  all  its  faults,  the  French 
court  was  the  most  splendid  and  polished  in  £uro.pe« 
It  was  more  the  resort  of  men  of  talents  and  litera-» 
ture  of  every  kind;  and  there  they  met  with  more 
ample  protection  than  any  where  else.  The  court 
was  often  jealous  of  their  productions,  but  they  met 
with  the  most  distinguished  attention  from  men  of 
fortune  and  rank;  insomuch  that  for  a  century  past 
the  French  have  given  the  law  to  Europe  in  all  de-^ 
partments  of  taste,  of  literature,  and  of  every  polite 
accomplishment.  The  gay  elegance  that  prevailed 
at  court  diffused  itself  through  every  part  of  the  na^ 
tion ;  and,  amidst  such  internal  misery^  it  gave  to  a 
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foreigner  tbe  appearance  of  a  mixture  of  bappinesSj  of 
levity,  and  vanity.  :» .        Snsp 

The  established  religion  of  France  bad  fpr  some 
time  past  been  gradually  undermined.  It  bad  beeu 
solemnly  assaulted  by  philosophers  in  various  ela« 
borate  performances;  and  men  of  wit^  among  whom 
Voltaire  t(R>k  the  lead^  bad  attacked  it  with  the  dan^ 
gerous  weapon  of  ridicule.  The  Roman  Catholic 
religion  is  much  exposed  in  this  respect,  io  conse- 
quence of  the  multitude  of  false  miracles  and  legeiH 
dary  tales  with  which  its  history  abounds.  -The 
various  innovations  and  absurd  doctrines  whicb  bad 
been  made  and  promulgated  by  tbe  Roman  pontiflTsj 
were  of  a  nature  well  calculated  to  make  every  think- 
ing person  smile  at  the  folly  of  a  nation  who  could 
admit  them;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose^  that 
when  the  ancient  government  of  France  was  over- 
turned, the  people,  who  bad  been  so. long  under  tho 
influence  of  their  confessors^  would  endeavour  to 
overturn  'that  system  which  had  held  their  consciences 
in  complete  subjection.  Therefore,  without  discri- 
minating betwixt  the  respectable  principles  on  which 
it  rests,  and  the  superstitious  follies  by  whicb  they 
bad  been  defaced,  the  French  nation  learned  to  laugh 
at  the  whole,  and  rejected,  instead  of  being  willing 
to  reform,  the  religion  of  their  fathers.  Thus  the 
^rst  order  in  the  state,  the  clergy,  had  already  begua 
io  be  regarded  as  useless,  and  the  minds  pf  meii 
yrete  prepared  for  important  changes. 

We  cannot  here  avoid  mentioning  a  physical  event, 
which  assisted  not  a  little  in  producing  many  of  the 
convulsions  attending  the  revolution — a  general  scar- 
city of  grain,  which  occurred  about  that  period.  On 
Sunday  the  13th  of  July,  1788,  about  nine  in  the 
jBorning,  without  any  eclipse>  a  dreadful  darkness 
suddenly  overspread  several  parts  of  France.  It  was 
the  prelude  of  such. a  tempest  as  is  unexampled  in 
ihe  temperate  climates  of  Europe.  Wind>  rain,  bail, 
and  thunder,  seemed  to  contend  in  impetuosity;  but 
\\^p  bail  was  the  great  instrument  of  ruin.    Instead 
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of  the  rich  iKO^pects  of  an  early  autumti,  the  face  of 
nature  io  the  space  of  an  hour  presented  the  drearj^ 
ispect  of  uniYersal  winter.  The  soil  waa  eonverted 
into  a  morass^  the  standing  corn  beaten  into  the 
quagmire,  the  vine^  broken  to  piecet,  the  froit-tree9 
demolished,  and  unmelted  hail  Ijing  in  heaps  lite 
rocks  of  solid  ice.  Eycii  the  robust  forest  trees  were 
vnabie  to  withstand  the  fury  of  the  tempest.  "Fho 
hail  was  cooEiposed  of  enormous  solid  and  ai^ular 
pieces  of  ice,  some  of  them  weighing  from  eight  to 
^  ten  ounces.  The  country  people,  beaten  down  is 
the  fields  on  their  way  to  church,  amidst  this  concns** 
aion  of  the  elements,  concluded  that  the  last  day  waa 
arrived ;  and,  scarcely  attempting  to  extricate  them* 
seWea,  lay  despairing  and  half  suffocated  amidst  the 
water  and  the  mud,  expecting  the  immediate  disso* 
lutioD  of  all  things.,  The  storm  was  irregular  in 
its  devastations.  While  several  rich  districts  were 
laid  entirely  waste,  some  intermediate  portions  of 
country  were  comparatively  little  injured.  One  of 
sixty  sqoare  leagues  had  not  a  single  ear  ot  corn  &t 
a  fruit  of  any  kind  left.  Of  the  sixty-six  parishes  is 
the  district  of  Pontoise,  forty-three  were  entirely  de- 
solated, and  of  the  remaining  twenty-three^  some  lost 
two-thirds  and  others  half  their  harvest.  The  Isle 
of  France,  being  the  district  in  which  Paris  is  si- 
tuated>  and  the  Orleannois,  appear  to  have  suffered 
chiefly:  the  damage  there,  upon  a  moderate  estimate^ 
amounted  to  80,000,000  of  livres,  or  3,560,0001. 
sterling.  Such  a  calamity  must  at  any  period  have 
been  severely  felt;  but  occurring  on  the  eve  of  a 
great  political  revolution,  and  amidst  a  general  scar- 
city throughout  Europe^  it  was  peculiarly  UDfortu« 
sate,  and  gave  more  embarrassment  to  the  govenn 
ment  than  perhaps  any  other  event  whatever.  Num« 
bers  of  families  found  it  necessary  to  contract  their 
mode  of  living  for  a  time,  and  to  dismiss  their  ser-* 
vanfs,  who  were  thus  left  destftnte  of  bread.  Added 
to  the  publie  discontent  and  political  dissentions, 
it  produced  such  an  effect  upoa  the  people  in  general^ 
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that  the  nation  seemed  to  have  changed  its  charAeter^ 
and^  instead  of  that  le?ily>  by  Which  it  had  ever  been 
distinguidbedj  a  settled  gloom  appeared  to  be  fiked  oti 
every  countenance. 

Such  vras  the  veretched  state  of  France^  and  suck 
the  miserably  impoverished  condition  of  the  people^ 
M^hen  Louis  XYI.  equally  distressed  with  the  mean* 
est  of  his  subjects  for  the  vrant  of  pecuniary  aids*^ 
and  after  applying  for  relief  in  vain  to  the  meetings 

*  We  do  not  conceire  how  Louis  could  be  otherwise  than  ia 
want  of  pecuniary  assistance,  when  we  consider  the  contents  at 
the  «'  lAvre  Rmige^'*  (the  Red  Book,)  which  was  published  to 
the  world  after  the  Rerolation  began,  ererj  page  of  which  wa^ 
filled  with  enormous  pensions.  It  being  found  by  the  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  monej 
hi  penslona  and  donations,  that  a  register  was  kept  by  the  mi* 
sisters,  under  the  name  of  the  Red  Book,  in  which  e? ery  pen« 
tion  or  gift  was  entered  in  the  band-writing  of  the  comptroller^ 
general  of  the  finances,  and  checked  by  the  king  himself.  This 
i^ook  was  communicated  to  them  on  the  15th  of  March,  1791, 
but  the  communication  was  made  under  strong  circumstances  of 
reserte  and  delicacy.  The  king  entreated  that  the  profuse  ex^ 
pences  of  his  grandfather  might  be  kept  from  the  public  eye}  but 
M.  Necker,  with  surprize  and  indignation,  found  that  a  few  dayi 
after  this  register  was  committed  to  the  press.  When  he  de- 
manded why  they  presumed  to  publish  it  without  the  pemiission 
of  the  assembly  and  the  king,  he  reoeired  for  answer,  <^  That 
as  to  the  assembly,  they  were  certain  of  its  approbation ;  and  as 
to  the  king,  they  were  not  his  representatiTes.''  Concerning 
this  proceedure  we  can  only  obserre,  that  it  would  not  hare  beea 
easy  for  the  committee  to  reconcile  the  suppression  of  this  cata« 
logue  with  their  duty  to  their  constituents.  The  publication  ol^ 
this  book  disclosed  a  series  of  extravagance  and  iniquity  perhaps 
unparalleled.  Such  was  the  profusion  of  one  minister  alone,  M. 
Calonne,  that  under  his  short  administration  it  appeared  that, 
independent  of  their  immense  rerenues,  the  two  brothers  of  the 
king  had  receired  from  the  public  treasury  sums  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  two  miUion$  sterling;  that  upwards  of  1,000,0001.  of 
this  had  fallen  to  the  share  of  the  count  d'Artois;  and  that  the 
tame  minister  had  undertaken  to  discharge  the  debts  of  thift 
prince,  amounting  nearly  to  one  million  sterling  besides.  Among 
the  donations  and  benefactions  also,  some  appeared  of  the  most 
singular  description;  among  which  is  recorded  a  present  of 
600,0001.  to  an  inditidaal  for  his  tmportant  serrl^^— and  theio 
serylces  so  important  to  the  state  were,  that  he  waa  Muiire 
0t Hotel  to  his  own  wife,  Madame  de  Polignacl  1 1 
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of  his  parliamenUj  bis  notables^  and  the  states-general^ 
was  fatallj  driven  to  annihilate  the  fabric  of  the  ao« 
cient  constitution^  and  bend  beneath  the  undefined 
powers  of  a  new  and  imperious  authority,  which 
daily  and  hourly  acquired  new  strength,  and  mani- 
fested a  haughty  and  invincible  spirit.  Such  was 
the  national  assembly,  in  the  moment  when  Louis, 
on  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  determined  yet  to  com* 
pel^  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  the  three  privileged  or- 
ders, the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  commons,  to 
Tote  as  separate  bodies  in  their  respective  chambers, 
and  as  three  distinct  members  of  the  new  constitution. 
On  the  23d  of  June,  1739,  the  king  convened  the 
first  legitimate  ipeeting  of  the  national  assembly  iq 
the  grand  saloon  of  the  palace  of  Versailles.  His 
majesty  opened  the  assembly  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  coniplained  of  that  division  which  he  had  heard 
prevailed  among  them,  so  fatal  to  the  hopes  of  the 
people,  and  so  contrary  to  the  views  of  the  sovereign. 
This  was  followed  by  a  declaration  from  the  keeper 
of  the  seals,  which,  in  the  most  decisive  language,  in- 
sisted upon  the  ancient  distinction  of  the  three  orders 
as  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  state  ;  it  established 
particular  rules  for  their  deliberations;  it  abolished 
and  declared  void  the  celebrated  declaration  of  the 
commons  on  ihe  17th  of  the  same  month,  when  they 
first  took  the  oaths,  as  illegal  and  unconstitutional; 
and  it  finished  by  declaring,  that  the  saloon,  which 
hitherto  had  been  opened,  should  be  closed  to  the 
public  in  general.  A  second  declaration  followed 
the  first, .  in  which  the  king  announced  all  the  favours 
which  it  was  bis  intention  to  grant  to  his  people; 
and  concluded  with,  "  I  may  truly  say,  that  no  king 
has  ever  done  so  much  for  any  nation  whatsoever ; 
but  what  subjects  can  have  merited  so  much  from 
their  natural  disposition  as  my  own?^'  This'  decla* 
ratiod  consisted  of  thirty-five  articles,  all  of  the  ut« 
most  importance;  taxes^  loans,  the  actual  state  of  the 
finances,  the  sums  allotted  to  different  departments 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  king's  household^  the  con« 
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MltdstioD  of  the  public  debt;  and  the' abolition  ot 
the  pecuniary  privileges  of  the  clergy  and  nobility ; 
kttres  de  cichet>  liberty  of  the  prefss^  of  commerce^ 
code  civil  and  criminal^  personal  liberty,  equality  of 
imposts,  with  the  establishment  of  provincial  states, 
were  points  on  which  his  majesty  expressed  his  wishes 
smd  his  will,  io  addressing  the  assembly,  he  added, 
*'  If  you  abandon  Me  in  this  honourable  enterprise, 
I  alone  will  establish  the  happiness  of  my  people ;  it 
is  seldom  perhaps  that  the  sole  ^ambition  of  a  sove- 
reign is  to  prevail  on  his  subjects  to  receive  his  fa« 
▼ows." 

To  this  apparent  system  of  moderation  and  good 
will  to  the  pedple>  it  has  been  asserted,  that  the  king 
was  instigated  by  his  fears  of  the  populace,  whom 
be  apprehended  to  be  meditating  schemes  for  the  ad- 
vancemeat  of  their  own  rights ;  in  which  indeed  he 
was  not  mistaken.  He  now  began  to  consider,  that 
the  weal^  of  a  sovereign  consists  in  the  good  will 
and  affection  of  bis  subjects ;  but  still  he  ;9vished  to  . 
keep  upanappearaace  of  absolute  authority;  therefore, 
on  retiring  from  the  saloon,  he  commanded  the  three 
orders  to  separate  immediately,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing to  assemble  each  in  its  respective  chamber.  The 
clergy,  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  and  the  nobility, 
in  obedience  to  the  royal  injunction,  quitted  instantly 
the  saloon;  but  the  commons,  appreciating  his  views, 
still  remained,  and  debated  with  firmness  on  thcj  mea- 
flures  likely  to  avert  the  destruction  v?ith  which  tbey 
declared  themselves' menaced  from  the  intrigues  of  the 
court. 

Hence  the  interposition,  of  the  royal  authority  was 
not  attended  with  the  effects  that  his  majesty  had 
fondly  expected;  and  every  circumstance,  however 
trifling,  served  to  agitate  and  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  people ;  the  court  and  the  capital  began  to  divide 
into  t,wo  parties;  those  who  adhered  to  the  preten- 
sions of  the  clergy  and  the  nobility  were  distinguished 
by  the  title  of  aristocrats;  while  those  who  declared 
themselves  on  the  side  of  the  people  were  stigmatized 
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}fj  ^^0  Datqe  of  fymocrM9u  The  lowering  coonle** 
fiSBO^  of  t^  PnHsiaBs  foretold  the  horrors  of  the 
impendiDg  storm ;  wbilo  the  prisoBs  were  forced^  and 
ifae  nioat  dariqg  felons  let  loose  upon  the  publicA 

Thus  the  threateniBg  elouds  gathered  on  eyery 
|i4e ;  the  weakness  of  the  royal  councils^  the  bold* 
Qess  of  the  coibdiods,  and  the  franotic  rage  of  the 
people,  all  demanded  instant  interposition,  and  the 
post  decisive  magnanimity:  but  it  was  the  Biisfortune 
of  the  court  of  Versailles  no  longer  to  inspire  coni*' 
4ence  i^mong  the  higher  orders,  ,or  terror  among  the 
people.  To  add  to  the  mischief,  the  duke  of  Or* 
^MMM,  in  concert  with  about  fifty  of  the  nobility,  on 
the  S5th  of  June,  joined  the  national  as^eoably,  and 
fMA^f avQored  to  take  a  decided  part  in  those  Tiolent 
commotions  which  threatened  to  shake  the  kii^om 
t«  its  foundation.  The  people  were  not  indiferenC 
lo  this  instance  of  his  proffered  zeal;  and  they  be«- 
ytowed  on  him  the  title  of  Prince  of  Patriots. 

In  the  mean  while  the  clergy  and  nobility  piib^ 
]khed  their  resolution  to  adhere  to  the  royal  4eclara« 
tion  of  the  ^d;  but  whether  the  influence  of  Mt 
^^cker  prcTailied,  or  that  the  king  yielded  to  his 
diiead  of  Uie  eonsequences  which  might  ensue,  in  a 
letter  tfa^t  kia  majesty  addressed  to  the  two  privileged 
^rder^,  after  assuring  them  how  sensible  he  was  of 
tbeir  fidelity  in  accepting  his  declaration,  he  added* 
that  in  the  present  situation  of  aflairs,  it  wa«  his  wish 
^haft  they  should  accede  to  the  resolution  of  the  tfert 
itat.  Thie  celebrated  junction  took  place  on  tho 
27th  of  June;  and  the  re- union  of  the  different  or^ 
4ers  inSiptred  the  court,  then  at  Versailles,  with  the 
most  lifely  hopes  of  tranquillity;  but  those  hopes 
were  soon  destroyed  by  the  nneontroulable  fury  of 
the  people^ 

Wge  bodies  of  troope  were  directed  to  march  to* 
wards  Paris ;  a  considerable  camp  was  formed  near 
the  gates  of  the  capital;  the  aTcnues  to  YenaiHea 
vese  guarded  by  a  train  of  artillery ;  numerous  sen* 
tudb  were  phuited  loimd  the  palace;  and  maresehal 
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Broglioj  growo  gny  in  the  wart  of  Germany^  was 
summoned  to  command  the  forces  assem'bled  in  the 
distritt  of  tbe  Isle  of  France.  But  these  hostile 
preparations  neither  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  na* 
tioaal  MMMemb]y,  nor  were  beheld  with  indifference  bj 
the  citinens  of  the  capital.  The  former  contented 
themselves  with  addressing  his  majesty  to  withdraw 
those  troops^  which  filled  with  apprehensions  the 
raindaof  his  faithful  subjects;  but  the  latter^  impa** 
tient  of  controul^  had  already  proceeded  to  acts  of 
violence^  and  liberated  by  force  some  soldiers  of  the 
French  guards^  who  had  been  confined  for  disorderly 
behaviour. 

The  scarcity  with  which  France  was  afflicted,  and 
the  consequent  high  price  of  corn^  added  to  the  tu* 
muKs  which  daily  occurred  in  the  streets  of  Paris; 
and  it  was  at  this  roomentj  when  the  greatest  address 
was  necessary  to  sooth  the  discontented  raultitudoj 
that  the  court  ventured  on  a  measure  as  unpopular 
as  it  was  impolitic.  On  the  I  Itb  of  July,  M.  Neeker, 
who  had  so  long  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  pub* 
lie^  received  the  royal  mandate  to  quit  suddenly  the 
kingdom.  The  first  intelligence  of  his  departure 
filled  Paris  with  consternation;  .he  was  considered  as 
a  sacrifice  to  the  patriotic  sentiments  he  had  avowed ; 
the  people  regarded  bis  exile  as  the  first  step  to  the 
subversion  of  their  freedom;  the  exchange  was  shut; 
the  public  spectacles  were  suspended;  and  the  crowds 
that  assembfed  tiMDEiultuously  in  the  streets  of  the  me* 
tropolis  proclaimed  aloud  their  indignation.  Their 
fury  biased  out  with  open  violence ;  the  bells  were 
sounded  on  every  side  as  signals  for  the  citizens  to 
arm.  The  city,  to  facilitate  the  election  of  deputies, 
had  been  divided  into  sixty  districts;  and  the  electors^ 
o»  the  first  alarm,  repaired  to  their  respective  de- 
partments; they  were  classed  into  different  regiments; 
they  assiNued  a  cockade  of  three  colours,  which  was 
now  first  dignified  with  the  title  of  national;  while  > 

the  eourt>  wboae  versatility  had  provoked  the  iqsur-  i 
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rectioD^  seemed  lost  in  astonishmeDt  at  the  rapidttjr  of 
it»  progress.  ^  ^ , 

!No  sooner  ifirere  the  oational  assembly  ioforoM^  or 
tbe  disorders  ^hich  raged  through  the  capital^  thaa 
tbej  dispatched  a  numerous  deputation  to  the  king, 
to  represent  their  concern^   and  the  dangers  which 
threatened  the  state.    The  favourites^  who  had  de-> 
apised  in  a  moment  of  tranquillity  the  rage  of  the 
populace^    now  trembled  for  their  personal  safety.  ' 
The  answer  from  the  throne  was  conceived  in  terms 
the  most  satisfactory :  the  king  assured  the  deputies, 
that  be  would  withdraw  the  troops  from  the  envifons 
6f  the  capital ;  that  he  desired  his  intentions  might 
be  made  known  to  the  Parisians ;  and  that,  to  main- 
tain the  public  order,  he  permitted  the  citizens  to 
form  themselves  into  a  militia^  while  he  himself  would 
select  the  proper  officers  to  command  tbeiD.     But, 
before  Paris  could  be  assured  of  the  favourable  inteo* 
tioDS  of  her  sovereign^  her  jtreets  were  stained  with 
blood.     The  royal  regiment  of  Swiss  guards,  com* 
nanded  by  the  prince  de  Lambesc,  had  been  stationed 
in  the  gardens  of  tlie  Thuilleries;  but  the  colonel, 
apprehending  that  the  increasing  numbers  of  the  peo- 
ple might  preclude  his  retreat,  gave  orders  to  his 
soldiers  to  force  their  way  through  the  crowd;  *  -In 
this  attempt,  the  prioce  is  reported  to  have  wounded 
an  unarmed  citizen.    This  incident  awakened  the  fury 
of  the  people;  the  regiment  of  guards  was  attacked 
by  every  weapon  that  instant  fury  could  supply.    The 
•French  guards  interposed ;  but  it  was  not  "without 
some  loss  that  Lambeac  secured  the  retreat  of  his  re-* 
giment. 

The  multitude,  elated  by  success,  precipitated  them- 
selves on  the  Hotel  of  Invalids,  where  they  possessed 
themselves  of  thirty  thousand  fusils;  while  the  guards, 
that  might  have  defended  this  important  store,  waited 
in  vain  the  orders  of  their  general,  M.  de  Bezenvah 
This  delay  confirmed  the  courage  of  the  populace, 
Tiiey  now  pressed  forward  to  the  Bast^e^  i^q4  de^ 
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voted  to .  imUot  destruction  that  celebrated  fortress 
of  despotism.  The  massive  walls  of  this  state  prisoD> 
with  the  wide  and  deep  ditch  that  surrounded  them^ 
might  have  defied  the  rage  of  the  insurgeotsj  had 
the  commaod  been  held  bj.  any  other  person  than  the 
marquis  de  Launay.  But  the  conduct  of  that  officer 
was  equally  fatal  to  his  life  and  his  reputation;  he 
rejected  the  demand  of  the  people  to  remove  the  ar« 
tilleryfrom  the  ramparts;  yet  he  neglected  to  raise 
the  draw-bridgCj  and  suffered  a  crowd  to  place  them** 
selves  upon  it.  On  these  unhappy  people^  who 
peaceably  waited  the  effect  of  a  parley  which  he  held^ 
he  suddenly  fired;  many  were  the  victims  of  this 
guilty  rashness.  But  the  populace^  instead  of  be* 
iBg  intimidated,  were  irritated  by  the  fate  of  their 
companions;  they  pressed  forward  in  myriads  ta 
avenge  them.  In  vain  did  the  wretched  governor 
propose  terms  of  caplitulation;  their  fury  was  deaf 
to  every  entreaty,  and  superior  to  every  obstacle.  Re- 
sistance was  in  vain;  each  avenue  was  forced;  MT 
de  Launay  was  dragged  to  the  place  of  public  exe* 
cution;  and  his  head,  severed  from  his  body,  was 
carried  in  triumph  through  the  astonished  multitude«v^ 

Deputies  had  been  sent  from  the  national  assembly 
at  Versailles  to  restore  order  to  the  city  of  Paris,  and 
those  gentlemen  were  witnesses  of  these  sanguinary 
scenes  of  commotion.  They  now  hastened  to  inform 
that  assembly,  that  the  voice  of  the  nation  impe- 
riously demanded  the  recal  of  M.  Necker,  as  a  pledge 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  court.  Nothing  now  remained 
but  to  sooth  the  people  by  immediate. compliance, 
and  numerous  couriers  were  dispatched  after  M. 
Necker,  to  solicit  bis  return;  and  while  the  royal 
couriers  were  in  pursuit  of  M.  Necker,  the  sovereign 
presence  was  deemed  necessary  to  appease  the  Pari- 
sians, and  the  king  entered  the  capital  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  its  inhabitants.  He  was  met  by  M. 
Bailly,  who  had  been  chosen  mayor  of  Paris,  and 
^hose  election  the  kmg  had  confirmed.  That  officer 
presented  to  bis  majesty  the  keys  of  tho  city,  address- 
ing 
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iog  him  at  the  same  time  ih  the  following  reiftarkabid 
aDd  appropriate  words:  ^' Tbege^  sire,  are  the  saniif • 
keys  which  were  presented  to  Henry  IV*  He  came 
to  conquer  bis  people;  this  day  it  is  the  people  who: 
re^conquer  their  king/' 

Whatever  might  be  the  secret  feelings  of  the  king 
at  this  singular  harangue^  which  was  well  calculated 
to  bear  different  interpretations^  his  whole  conduct 
was  such  as  highly  merited  applause.  The  marquis 
dela  Fayette  was  now  selected  to  command  the  mi^ 
litia  of  Paris^  while  Louis  manifested  a  seeming  com* 
pliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  people^  by.  Mewing 
bimself  at  the  windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville  with 
the  national  cockade. 

After  these  concessions,  the  king  returned  to  V^r- 
aailles*  But  the  calm  that  his  presence  had  diffused 
was  of  short  duration;  the  minds  of  the  people  were 
still  agitated;  distrust  and  cruelty  characterized  the 
multitude;  and  the  slightest  suspicions  were  sufficient 
10  their  eyes  to  sanction  the  most  barbarous  execu- 
tions. Each  day  beheld  some  new  sacrifice  to  their 
aanguinary  caprice;  while  the  superior  characters  of 
Foulon  and  Berthier  distinguished  their  fate  from 
not  less  innocent,  though  less  conspicuous,  victims 
of  popular  fury.  M.  Foulon,  on  the  dismissal  of 
Necker,  had  been  named  to  a  post  in  the  new  admi-* 
mstration.  Though^  in  conjunction  with  his  col- 
leagues, he  retired  from  office  on  the  reca!  of  that 
statesman,  yet  his  retreat  served  not  to  extinguish  the 
hatred  of  the  citizens  of  Paris.  His  disposition,  na- 
turally severe  and  uncomplying,  probably  increased 
the  general  disgust ;  and  an  expression  that  public  m-* 
mour  had  once  attributed  to  him,  **  that  hay  was  food 
good  enough  for  the  common  people,"  inflamed  the 
multitude  into  open  menances  of  destruction.  Sen* 
sible  of  the  storm  that  threatened  him^  he  had  re- 
tired into  the  country,  and  hoped  in  privacy  to  await 
the  return  of  general  tranquillity.  But  his  retreat 
was  discovered:  be  was  dragged  in  triumph  to  the 
capital ;  judgei  were  appointed  to  try  him.    But  th^ 
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patience  of  the  multitude  could  oot  brook  delay ;  he 
was  forced  from  the  guards ;  a  cord  suspended  to  a. 
lamp-iron  supplied  the  instrument  of  execution  ;  and 
his  head>  with  the  mouth  filled  with  hay,  was  car- 
ried through  the  streets  of  Paris.  Berthier^  his  son*  * 
in-law^  was  no  less  quipable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Pari- 
sians. A  rumour  prevailed  that  he  had  furnished 
the  troops  in  the  environs  of  Paris  with  ammunition. 
He  was  also  accused  with  not  only  having  monopo- 
lized great  quantities  of  corn>  but  also  with  having 
destroyed  the  growing  harvest^  to  enhance  the  price 
of  grain  in  his  own  possession.  Though  his  fate 
was  longer  deferred^  it  was  no  less  inevitable.  The 
head  of  the  unfortunate  Foulon  vvas  thrust  into  bis 
carriage^  and  he  was  compelled  by  the  populace  to 
salute  it  This  cruel  insult  served  only  to  procras- 
tinate the  hour  of  his  destruction;  and  the  last  mo- 
ments of  his  life  were  embittered  by  reproach^  inhu- 
manity^  and  torture. 

To  appease  the  disturban(;es  in  the  capital^  notices  ^ 
were  given  of  the  hourly  expectation  of  the  return  of 
M.  Necker,  and  corn  was  procured  from  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom^  while  agents  were  dis- 
patched to  every  court  in  Europe  to  solicit  supplies. 
The  minds  of  the  citizens  were  assuaged,  by  the  hopes 
of  returning  plenty;  and  the  affections  of  the  soldiers 
were  confirmed  by  the  decree  which  abolished  whip- 
ping* 

The  melancholy  disorders  which  thos  afflicted  the 
French  nation^  and  which  equally  menaced  the  pub- 
lic revenue^  and  all  private  property  and  personal 
security^  awakened  the  national  assembly  to  a  sensd 
of  the  danger,  and  impressed  their  minds  with  the 
necessity  of  proceeding  with  alacrity  to  fonti  that 
constitution,  which  vvas  become  no  less  necesMrjr  io 


*  A  most  unmanly  and  degrading  punishment,  which  origU 
Hated  Hmong'  the  savage  hordes  of  the  priests  of  Germany,  and 
liad  been  received  into  the  armies  of  other  couhtrijSft  v^ith  uiUk 
vorsal  detestation  and  abhorrence. 

No.  III.  H  the 
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tbe  existence  of  France^  than  requisite  to  preserTa* 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  her  citizens.  The  commit- 
tee of  reports  bad  presented  an  affecting  picture  of 
the  national  calamities;  and  it  was  therefore  pro^ 
posed,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  which  daily  multi^ 
plied^  to  publish  a  solemn  declaration^  in  wnich  all 
conditions  of  men  were  commanded  to  contribute 
their  proportions  to  the  burden  of  the  state,  and  not 
to  v^ithhold,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  those  dues 
to  which  the  original  land-holders  were  entitled.  I^ 
was  in  consequence  agre^d#  that  a  committee  should 
t>e  entrusted  to  draw  up  a  plan  for  tbe  preservation 
of  the  rights  of  the  proprietors;  and  which^  on  the 
4tb  of  August,  was  presented  for  the  approbation  of 
ibe  national  assembly. 

In  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the  illustrioua 
compte  de  NoaiUes,  who  had  long  espoused  the  ^po« 
pular  party,  and  displayed  a  zeal  in  restraining  tbc^ 
royal  influence,  stood  forward  as  this  champion  oi^ 
Republicanism.  His  speech  on  the  declaratioUi  in  the 
evening  sitting  of  tbe  4th  of  August,  1789^,  opened 
one  pf  tbe  moat  important  scenes  in  the  French  revo^ 
lution,  or  in  the  history  of  any  country v  After  ik 
inpat  eloquent  and  appropriate  oration  on  th^  subject^ 
be  concludes  by  making  four  propositions,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  '^  To  restore  therefore  that  coi\(ide!)ce^ 
wbieb  they  once  reposed  in  this  assembly,  and  to  re^ 
establish  that  tranquillity  which  every  true  French* t 
mw  pants  after,  J  propose,  1st,  That  in  the  prean^ble 
tq  tbe  df clar^tioQ  intendeds  it  shall  be  exprqs^ed^  tha( 
i\^e  public  t^xes  shall  be  paid  by  every  Jndividqal  of 
th^  4i9gdom  in  proportion  to  his  revcipue.  2dly<,  That 
Ibe  burden  of  the. state  shall  in  future  l^e  equally  diaT 
tributed  ainfng  jill.  $dly^  That  tb^  feudal  rights 
ftbould  be  redcifmed  at  a,  certain  prioe*  And|  4tbly, 
That  those  seignorial  claims  which  fall  under  the  de-* 
acription  of  personal  seryrtudei  shall  be  for  ever^ abo- 
lished without  any  compensaUon  whatsoever." — It 
it  scarc^y  mww^y  io  obwrv^  tbat  tbes^  i»otions 
,         •  received 
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received  the  tmaoimous  approbation  both  of  the  as* 
seitiblj  and  the  people. 

lYhi)e>  however,  the  bold  and  decisive  tneasures  of 
the  national  assembly  commanded  general  atti^ntion^ 
the  influence  of  the  king  was  daily  diminished ;  his 
grandeur  was  over- shad  owed;  his  authority  was 
eclipsed ;  his  French  and  Swiss  guards  had  aban- 
doned all  duty^  and  retiring  from  their  posts  at  Yei^ 
aailles,  had  marched  with  their  arms  and  colours  to 
join  their  companions,  who  had  already  united  them- 
selves on  the  popular  side.  Every  hour  was  marked 
with  some"  new  desertion,  or  some  bold  and  spirited 
question  of  reform;  whilst  Louis  himself  seeoied  thii 
only  calm  spectator  of  a  tetnpest  which  shook  his 
kingdom  to  the  very  foundations,  and  which  appeared 
likely  to  exclude  him  from  exercising  the  functions 
of  royalty. 

To  impi^ove  the  confidence  between  himself  atid 
the  legislative  body,  he  dismissed  his  former  ministers, 
and  bestowed  the  seals  on  the  archbishop  of  Bour- 
deaui;  entrusted  to  the  archbishop  of  Viende  the 
disposal  of  ecclesiastical  promotions';  appointed  ^to 
the  department  of  war  M.  de  la  ToUr  du  Pin ;  and 
tailed  to  his' council  the  mareschal  de  Beauveau;  all 
of  whom  had  been  eminently  distinguished  for  their 
patriotic  zeal  and  eloquence.  It  was  the  king's  in- 
tention to  have  conferred  the  dignity  of  prime  minis^ 
ter  on  M.  Necker;  but  that  statesman  thought  proper 
to  decline  his  majesty's  offeri  requesting  that  his  in- 
fluence tfiight  not  be  accompanied  by  any  public 
mark  or  title,  and  that  IVI.  Lambert,  who  had  for-^ 
nierly  occupied  the  post  of  comptroUer-gederal^  might 
be  associated  to  his  labours  in  the  finances.  The 
count  de  Montmorio  was  replaced  as  minister  for 
foreign  affairs ;  to  M.  de  $t.  Priest  was  allotted  the 
home  department ;  and  the  count  de  la  Luzerne  was 
placetl  at  the  head  of  the  marine :  at  the  same  time 
the  king  declared  his  intention,  in  all  promotions  in 
the  army  or  navy,  the  royal  household  or  magistracv^ 
to  be  in  future  guided  by  the  majority  of  bis  council. 
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And  notwithstanding  all  the  sacrifices  and  snboiig* 
81008  of  the  kiDg>  (which  were  supposed  by  the  peo- 
ple to  be  the  emcU  of  fear  or  weakness^ )  the  terrors 
of  famine  and  the  contempt  of  royal  authority  failed 
pot  to  produce  consequences  the  most  fatal.  The 
militia  of  Louvier  attacked  a  convoy  of  corn  which 
was  ascending  the  Seine^  under  the  escort  of  the  mi- 
litia of  Elbceuf;  the  boats  were  seized;  the  corn 
was  conveyed  to  Louvier ;  and  the  citizen  who  com- 
manded thie  detachment  from  Elboeuf  was  thrown  into 
a  dungeon,  and  conceived  himself  fortunate  in  escaping 
with  life  from  the  fury  of  the  hunger*oppressed  mul- 
titude. \y^ 

Cireumstances  of  a  similar  nature  produced  at  Pro- 
vins  similar  effects.  Two  electors  of  Paris  had  been 
commissioned  by  the  committee  of  subsistence  to  pur- 
chase in  that  town  a  quantity  of  corn,  where  the 
Sain  in  the  magazines  was  well  known  to  exceed 
e  wants  of  the  inhabitants;  but  the  people,  appre- 
bensive  of  being  involved  in  the  distress  of  their 
neighbours,  were  no  sooner  informed  of  the  object 
of  the  electors,  than  they  made  themselves  masters  of 
their  persons.  They  persisted  in  refusing  their  li- 
berty to  the  demands  of  the  Hotel  de  Yille;  and  to 
procure  their  release  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  was 
obliged  to  order  a  detachment  of  eight  hundred  men, 
with  cannon,  to  march  to  Provins ;  and  an  arr£t  was 
published,  in  which  it  was  declared  the  duty  of  all 
the  municipalities,  and  of  the  militia,  to  restrain  by 
force  those  acts  of  violence  which  dishonoured  the 
kingdom,  and  annihilated  personal  security.  At  the 
same  time,  the  fegular  troops  were  called  upon  to 
assist  whenever  it  might  be  necessary,  and  to  contri- 
bute their  efforts  to  re-establish  the  safety  of  the 
citizens,  the  liberty  of  commerce,  and  the  public 
peace. 

The  peasants,  said  to  be  brutal  and  ignorant^ 
though  that  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  case, 
conceived  themselves  released  from  every  restraint, 
and  plunged  into  the  most  daring  excesses,  which 
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iRfu  to  be  expected  from  the  state  of  abject  slavery  in 
vhtcb  they  bad  been  held  by  their  superiors.  The 
•eats  of.  several  of  the  nobility  were  devoted  to  the 
flames;  the  tribunals  of  justice  were  despised  and 
insulted ;  and  even  the  harvest^  the  future  hopes  of 
the  nation^  was  threatened  by  the  blind  fury  of  the 
inconsiderate  multitude:  this  lastj  however^  was 
•pared. 

Nor  did  the  internal  state  of  the  finances  present  an 
object  of  less  serious  and  painful  deliberation.  In  the 
picture  that  was  placed  before  the  eyes  of  the  na- 
tional assembly  by  the  celebrated  Necker^  that  states- 
man asserted  many  truisms^  and  a  most  distressing 
picture  it  was  with  respect  to  the  miseries  of  the  state 
and  people.  But  notwithstanding  the  respect  which 
the  national  assembly  might  have  for  the  integrity 
and  eloquence  of  M*  Necker^  they  were  far  from 
committing  themselves  in  full  and  open  confidence. 
There  was  not  a  deputy  who  regarded  not  the  suc- 
cours demanded  by  the  minister  as  indispensible ;  they 
were  convinced  the  loan  was  of  that  nitture  that  could 
neither  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  executive  power^ 
nor  augment  in  any  considerable  degree  the  burdens 
of  the  people ;  the  sum  in  itself  was  smallj  aad  the 
conditions  proposed  far  from  unreasonable :  yet  they 
dreaded  the  popular  clamour.  At  length  they  de- 
ternrined  to  steer  what  they  deemed  a  middle  course ; 
they  consented  to  the  loan^  but  they  changed  the 
conditions  on  which  it  was  to  have  been  qegociated. 
Confiding  in  that  general  enthusiasm  which  they 
themselves  were  sensible  of,  they  decreed,  that  bo 
security  should  be  given  to  the  subscribers ;  that  no 
term  should  be  named  for  the  reimbqrseroent ;  and 
that  the  interest  should  be  fixed  at  only  four  and  a 
half  per  cent. 

These  regulations  were  applauded  by  the  public 
in  general;  but  they  were  soon  taught,  that  the 
flame  of  patriotism  burns  not  in  the  interested  bosoms 
of  agents  and  brokers,  nor  of  others  who  owe  their 
existence  to  national  distresj.    These  miscreants  were 
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not  to  be  moved  b;  so  scanty  a  liarTest ;  thej  deter^* 
fiiiaed  to  wait  till  the  public  necessities  should  olTef 
terms  more  advantageous.  Twenty  days  after  the 
loan  of  thirty  millions  had  been  decreed,  two  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  livres  only  had  been  subscribed. 
Tbe delay  quickly  augmented  the  public  wants;  forty 
asiUioos  of  livres  now  beeanse  necessary,  and  to  pro^ 
cure  these  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  vote  a  loan  ^ 
eighty  millions,  at  five  per  cent*  and  to  be  redeemed 
i«  ten  years.  Every  step  rendered  in  appeaiiince  tbe 
labyrinth  in  which  tbe  national  assembly  had  involved 
Itself  ^more  perplexed.  Unaccirstomed  to  money  spe« 
CQlations,  their  fkst  error  bad  arisen  from  too  Inrdy 
a  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the  nation ;  tbeif 
second  roeaeure  withdrew  the  veil,  and  preaeMed  to 
every  eye  tbe  public  misery ;  while  tbe  magnitude  of 
tbe  loan  they  had  opened  encreased  the  general  dit^ 
trust,  and  fatally  defeated  their  own  views. 

Tbe  national  assembly,  so  un&^rtunate  in  theff  first 
efforts  of  finance,  now  directed  their  attention  to  a 
new  measure,  which  tbey  hoped  might  be  more  sue* 
cessful.  The  tytbes  in  France  had  been  long  con* 
sidered  as  a  heavy  and  intolerable  burden :  tbe  com*** 
mittee  to  whose  consideration  this  article  had  been , 
leferred^  bad  proposed,  that  all  iythes,  ecclesiastical 
as  well  as  lay,  should  be  rendered  redeemable.  But 
this  redemption  was  subject  to  material  objections: 
it  confomided  the  impropriate  iythes  with  those  of 
the  church ;  it  militated  against  the  intention  of  the 
assembly^  wbich  was  to  relieve  ttie  husbandman;  and 
it  afforded  an  endless  source  of  litigation  in  ascertain** 
ing  the  value  at  which  that  redemption  was  to  be' 
fixed.  These  objections  were  ably  supported  by  Mi^ 
rabeau;  while  tbe  claims  of  the  churcb  found  a 
warm  and  strenuous  defender  in  the  abbe  Sieyes^ 
Yet,  to  tbe  integrity  and  honour  of  the  clergy,  the 
point  was  given  up  by  themselves;  M.  Ricart  d<s 
86aaK  read  io  the  assembly  a  deed  subscribed  by 
twenty  curates^  t^bo  surrendered  their  tytbes  into  tbti 
baods  of  tbe  nation^  and  confided  in  its  equity  to  prcH 

vide 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  WAES  FftOtf.THE  FR£KCH  RBVOLUTION*  65 

vide  for  than  i^  proper  and  deceot  subsUteof  e*  i^  Gen«^ 
tlemeo^  (added  M.  Seault,)  I  dejpo»\t  this  act,  witl^ 
vbich  I  have  the  honeur  of  being  entrusted^  on  jour, 
table,  to  affiord  ^o  opportuaitytoall  tbp«f  wbp  ar^ 
wUUog  to  aigo  it/'  InstaotJj  tb^  nuoierovs  |[)odj  of 
curates  pres$ed  towards  the  table,  and  disputed  witli 
eac|i  other  the  honour  of  first  subscribing  their 
oames ;  and  their  Example  was  followed  hy  the  digr 
nified  clergy.  /        , 

The  national  assembly  received  with  transport  fui 
oflS^  so  superior  ^o  their  expectations;  they  w^ere 
profuse  in  th^ir  eucomiuiw, .  and  unbounded  iu  their 
promises  of  eompeosatioo;  Bnt  the  exigeapies  of  tb^ 
state  were ^0  e^^cessiye,  that  M*  Necker  was^.Moable 
to  wait  the.  beneficial  but  tardy  Rowing  in  of  the 
tythe '-  he  had  ,recdip:se  to,  a  speedier  i^id  mora 
atrikiug  8aorifi<;e*.  The  idfa  of  r^ieviog  a  state  b/ 
voluntary,  contribiitions  possesses  something  so  nat 
tural  and  so  fascinating  to  an  inexperienced  statesman^ 
that  it  has  been  frequently  recurred  ta,  ^and  almost 
as. frequently  proved,  ahprtiive.  But  here  tbe  caso 
was  different ;:  for  tljirpughout  the  different  provincial 
oapitab  o^ces^^ere^opeoedf  a^d  the  people,  were 
invited  to  deppjait  their  plate,  their  jewels,  and  ^ 
foiirth  of  their  apfbial  revenui|. .  .^o  this  occasiop,  the 
success,  though  ffpt  sufficient  ^9  extinguish  th^  wants 
pf  the  statei  «ji(f^dfd  the  ^pst  sanguine  expectations 
of  the  OMoister^  A  general  ardour  seemed  to  pervade 
CV(erj(  rapkijHid .description, tbfougboMt  the  H.iogdoip  ; 
1^^  auiaH>tu94is.  sideTboiMcds  ;wbich.  bad  ^^ninister^  ta 
the  vanity  0^1, the,  no^i^ity*  't,hfii  Aocjeut  and  massy.  ves«^ 
selpwl^ich  hi^d/heen  s(i^  Uw)£  cppfcfxated  to.r^ligiAua 
aery ice^. the, very  prn^Qiei^f  oj[!^lhe.  fair  sex,. swelled 
thft,  pi;pmis(;uous  pile,,  jand  cwei^e  cheerfully  offered 
as^  .a>,^cri%e  tOi  frwd^ni..  ..^ved  tbpse  wbo  most 
dne^i^i  and  tp  ^cr^ttiKore  ^oi^>desirous  iif  embarr 
^iw«P»^  tbe  gQv^nia^wJi»!*ndeav,wired  to.eludf  tba 
snj^ciops.af  thi^r  coun^rym^ny.hy  the  most  liberal 

^Opatip^S..-      ,'"     ^  ...-...,     I   n     ;..  .,^.    .....  • 

|(ut  while  the  people  so  freely  contributed  to  alle* 
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^iate  the  public  distress^  their  chmourf  ygaitnt  the 
inflaence  of  the  crowo  lusained  a  louder  and  more 
decisive  tone.  The  clubs  and  popular  assembliea 
opposed  the  rotfol  sanction;  while  the  committee 
^hich  had  been  nominated  to  arrai^e  the  form  of^ 
the  new  constitution^  far  from  acquiescing  with  the 
popular  opinion,  represented  it  as  essential  to  the 
terjr  eiistence  of  the  government,  that  the  king,  on 
everj  law^  should  possess  the  power  of  an  at^tute 
veto,  or  negative. v^' 

llie  debates  on  this  important  occasion  were  long 
and  vigorous,  and  the  fermentation  of  the  people 
violent.  It  was  even  thought  necessary  to  secure  the 
safety  of  the  capital  by  numerous  guards  of  militia, 
and  the  protection  of  artillery^  Those  who  most 
distinguished  themselves  in  favour  of  the  veto  were 
Mirabeau,  LaIly-*Tollendal,  and  Messrs.  Mounier  and 
Bergasse;  and  those  who  opposed  it  were  Messrs. 
Chappelier,  Barnave,  and  Lameth. 

During  these  discussions,  a  new  expedient  seemed 
for  a  moment  to  unite  the  discordant  opinions ;  and 
while  the  absotute  veto  appeared  to  yield  to  the  jea* 
lousy  of  the  populace,  a  suspensive  one  was  proposed 
to  supply  its  vacancy^  which  proposition  was  made 
in  a  message  from  the  king  himself.  But  this  also 
was  soon  discovered  to  be  Mable  to  objections :  to 
leave  it  unlimited  was  again  to  (all  into  the  system  of 
the  absolute  veto,  and  only  to  change  the  name,  and 
Bot  the  nature,  of  that  dangerous  prerogative;  or  to 
iofier  it  to  depend  on  the  judgement  of  provincial 
assemblies,  or  the  instnictions^  of  the  constituent  bddy^ 
was  to  establish  an  appeal  to  the  people,  far  distant 
from  the  intentions  of  the  national  assembly,  and 
Iktal  in  its  consequences.  In  ccmsequeoce  of  this 
diversity  of  opinion,  and-  of  the  long  and  violent 
debates,  it  was  not  till  the^  29d  of  September,  1799, 
that  the  majority  of  the  national  assembly,  wearied 
out  with  the  Tain  hope  of  uniting  aH  parties,  pro^ 
feeded  to  complete  the  decreea  which  were  to  fQtm 
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fbe  ftjture  coostitution  of  France^  and  which  eoositteil 

of  nineteeo  resolutiens. 

.  The  articles  of  the  coostitation  were  preceded  by 

t  declaration  of  the  rights  of  men  and  of  citizens^ 

scarcely  less  remarkable  for  the  solemnity  ^ith  which 

it  was  introduced^  than  for  the  important  matter  it 

^ntained. 

The  celebrated  and  etaltdl  declaration  of  rights^ 
and  the  articles  of  the  new  constitution,  soothed  the 
angry  spirits  of  the  republican  multitude,  and  kin* 
dl«l  the  anxious  hopes  of  France:  but  her  harvest 
pi  prosperity  was  retarded  by  the  chilling  breath  of 
famine.  Neither  the  exertions  of  the  committee  of 
aubttistencej  the  precautions  of  the  minister  of  the 
finances,  nor  the  liberality  of  the  duke  of  Orleans; 
who  devoted  his  princely  revenue  to  alleviate  the  dis« 
tresses  of  the  public,  eould  prevent  (he  Parisians  froiit 
hieing  assailed  by  that  dearth  which  still  afflicted  the 
country  of  France,  and  was  also  felt  in  several  of  (he 
■eighbouring  kingdoms.  Even  Yersatlles,  the  royal 
residence,  ,was  not  exempt  from  its  shire  of  misery } 
»nd  some  popular  tumults,  excited  by  the  extravagant 
price  of  bread>  served  as  a  pretext  for  the  munici'* 
pality  to  demand>  and  the  king  to  grant,  the  regiment 
qf  Flanders  to  be  called  in  to  preserve  tbe  pubKo 
tranquillity.  This  measurOi  which  at  first  appeared 
bf  little  importance,  was  soon  productive  of  conse* 
quences  the  most  fatal  and  sanguinary. 

The  capitalj  ever  alive  to  imaginary  dadger,  he- 
held  with  suspicion  a  body  of  regular  troops,  whosi 
presence,  it  was  asserted,  could  be  productive  bf  a<k 
ipood;.  and  whole  consumptidn  of  corn  would  in* 
trease  that  scarcity,  from  which  the  inhabitants  aft 
Paris  so  sevefely  suAtred.  Such  were  the  (ubjects  of 
remonitrancei  when  a  new  cause  of  jealousy  presented 
itself.  The  gardes*diH!drps,  or  household  troops  ot 
the  kitlg,  had  invited  id  an  entertainment  th<^  regt'^ 
ineot  of  Flaadets.  Th*u^  it  is  an  ancient  ciistotjt 
ib  thfe  J^rMdh  service  te  pay  this  complimeilt  to  k^trf 
teimeot  tfait  itviftii  jfl,  a4  It  had  been  detayMl 
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Mme  time}  prudeDce  at  least  would  have  dictated  th6 
omission  of  it  arso  critical  a  juncture. 

But  the  circumstances  that  attended  the  entertain- 
mentj  were  far  from  allaying  those  fears  which  had 
lieeo  excited  by  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flan- 
ders. Besides  that  corps»  the  household  ti;oops  in^^ 
Tited  several  officers  of  the  militia  of  Versailles^  with 
their  commander^  the  celebrated  count  d'Estaing. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  evening,  several  ladies  of 
the  court  presented  themselves^  and  distributed  white 
cockades>  which  were  eagerly  received^  though  the 
regiment  of  Flanders  had  previously  borne  that  of 
the  nation ;  a  circumstance  which  was  highly  impru- 
dent in  the  present  state  of  France.  The  rumour  of 
these  occurrences  rapidly  spread  from  Versailles  to 
Paris*  It  had  beftn  preceded  by  a  report  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  king  to  quit  his  palace^  and  ac- 
companied by  the  queen,  whose  reproaches/  it  was 
confidently  asserted>  had  aroused  him  to  this  decisive 
measure,  to  escflpe  to  Metz ;  there  to  assemble  what 
forces  he  cpuld  depend  upon>  <nd  erect  a^ain  the 
standard  of  despotism.  The  recal  of  regular  troops 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital  gave  weight  to 
this  report;  and  the  Parisians  had  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend  that,-  from  the  moment  of  the  king's 
retreat,  the  scanty  supplies  of  grain  which  furnished 
at  present  but  a  bare  subsistence  to  the  capital,  would 
be  entirely  intercepted. 

These  discontents  were  not  long  confined  to  secret 
and  ineffectual  murmurs;  for,  on  the  intelligence  of 
the  ibysterious  entertainment  of  Versailles,  the  cla- 
mours of  the  populace  assumed  a  loudier  and  more 
teenacing  tone.  The  militia  of  Parts,  and  the  ancient 
French  guards,  joined  in  the  general  indignation. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  the  marqtiis  de  la  Fayette, 
who  was  then  at  the  committee  of  police,  was  ad- 
dressed by  sii  grenadiers,  who  informed  him,  ''  thfllt 
they  were  deputies  from  the  nix  grenadier  companies; 
that  though  they  entertained  no  doubt  of  his  integri- 
ty* they  believed  thi^  he  Wlas  betrayed  by  the  govern-^* 
•  '  -  ,  *    mentj 
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tnent;  that  it  was  time  an  end  should  be  put  to  the 
public  distress;  that  they  could  not  turn  their  arms 
against  women  who  demanded  bread  ;  that  the  com- 
mittee of  subsistence  deceived  them^  and  Ought  to  be 
abolished;  that  they  were  determined  to  go  to  Yer-r 
saiiles^  and  exterminate  the  gardes-du-corps  and  the 
regiment  of  Ftandelrs^  who  had  trampled  under  foot 
the  national  cockade;  that  if  the  king  of  France  was 
not  fit  to  wear  the  erown^  they  would  depose  him^ 
and  that  they  would  crown  his  son;  and  then  all 
would  go  well."  Language  so  strenuous,  it  might 
have  been  expected,  would  have  induced  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  as  colonel-general  of  the  militia,  to 
have  adopted  every  possible  precaution ;  but,  what- 
ever were  his  motives,  that  general  contented  him- 
self with  simply  recommending  patience  and  forbear- 
ance. 

'  The  eloquence  of  the  marquis,  however,  was  not 
attended  with  the  smallest  eSkct  Some  hundreds  of 
the  rabble;  chiefly  women,  collected  from  the  markets 
and  public  halls,  armed  with  staves,  pikes,  and  every 
weapon  their  fury  could  supply,  poured  fortn,  and^ 
surrounding  the  Hotel  de  Yille,  forced  the  doors,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  the  arms.  Their  numbers 
were  soon  encreased  to  several  thousands,  furnished 
with  fusils  and  pistols,^  swords  and  poignards,  lances 
and  hatchets,  and  dragging  two  pieces  of  cannoq. 
These  insurgents,  animated  by  a  survey  of  their 
strength,  took  the  road  to  Versailles.  Qn  their  route 
they  compelled  the  different  passengers  vvhom  they 
met,  and  especially  the  women,  to  mingle  in  their 
train.  Terror  and  dismay  preceded  their  van;  the 
villages  through  which  they  passed  w^ere  deserted  ; 
the  shops  and  houses  were  shut  on  their  approach  ; 
and  the  few  inhabitants  who  remained  were  happy  to 
redeem  themselves  from  attacle  by  a  liberal  distribu- 
tion of  bread  and  wine.  Intoxicated  with  rage  and 
liquor,  the  frantic  crowd  about  half  after  three 
o'clock  reached.  Versailles.  The  king  that  morning 
was  engaged  in  hunting,  when  he  was  informed  of 

13  the 


Digitized  by 


GoQgle 


f  f         MIEMOIBS  0f  BOHAMRTV  J^  HlfiTORY  0^' 

the  march  of  this  mob:  he  lOfttaiBtiy  retuniefl  to  lli^ 
€Mt\e,  and  vrived  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
appearance  of  the  hostile  rabble.  Yet,  far  from  ret 
gardipg  their  dispositions  as  really  dadgerous,  he  re» 
plied  ijvitb  a  smile  to  the  prince  of  Luxembourg,  the 
captain  of  the  guard,  who  enquired  if  hit  majesty 
had  any  orders  to  giye,  '' l/fhat,  for  womee?  yoii 
purely  jest/'  ^ 

At  this  period  the  national  assembly  was  engaged 
|n  discussing  the  answer  of  the  king  to  the  artielea 
of  the  constitution.  His  majesty  had  acceded  ta 
them,  on  the  condition  that  the  executive  powe# 
should  remain  whole  and  undiminished  in  his  haiids^ 
But  this  reservation  was  far  from  meeting  their  ge^ 
neral  approbation.  It  was  observed^  that  though 
the  king  had  acceded  to  them,  ho  had  not  accepted 
them.  It  was  proposed,  that  he  should  swear  to  ob^ 
serve  them  in  the  presence  of  the  assembly;  and  the 
fatal  entertainment  of  the  first  of  October^  the  source 
of  so  many  suspicions,  was  introduced  into  the  debate^ 
While  the  deputies  were  agitating  this  questiod,  Mw 
Mounier,  the  president^  communicated  the'  inteUi« 
g^nce,  that  an  armed  mob  of  thirty  or  forty-  thousandr 
people  were  on  their  march  from  Paris.  On  this 
new^  the  assembly  resolved  that  the  president  should 
instantly  wait  upon  the  king,  to  obtain  a  pure  and 
simple  acceptation  of  the  articles  of  the  constitution; 
^nd  were  already  prepared  to  break  up,  when  they 
were  ipterrupted  by  the  unwelcome  presence  of  th^ 
insurgents.  They  presented  themselves  with  loud 
eries  and  imprecations  at  the  door  of  the  assembly, 
and  threatened  to  force  the  guards  that  defended 
tiiem.  To  avoid  this  extremity,  it  was  decreed  by  m 
majority  of  voices  to  permit  them  to  enter.  They 
immediately  pressed  forwards,  and  the  benches  wete 
instantly  occupied  by  a  crowd  of  women,  stained 
with  dust  and  sweat,  deaf  to  reason,  inflamed  with 
liquor,  and  insatiate  of  blood.  .« 

Two  men,  who  assumed  the  tone  of  authoriiy,  ap^ 
peared  at  their  bead.  They  first  addressed  the  asw 
/  sembly« 
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Kbljs  Mid  tafermed  them  that  they  were  (spfm  fkom 
it  fof  bread  and  nooey;  ^od  at  the  same  time  td 
pUDifth  the  gardes-du-corps.  vrho  had  iosalted  the 
patiooal  cockade;  that,  like  good  patriots,  they  had 
on  their  route  taken  away  all  the  white  and  black 
coekades  they  had  met  with ;  and,  drawing  one  out 
of  hii  pocket,  ha  concluded  with  observii^,  *'  that 
he  would  have  the  pleasure  of  tearing  it  to  pieces 
in  the  presence  of  that  assembly/'  His  associate  add* 
td,  that  they  would  compel  every  one  to  wear  the 
national  cockade.  A  murmur  of  discontent  at  thia 
inpresaion  spread  itself  through  the  assembly;  whick 
only  produced  from  the  lawless  orator  the  exclama-* 
iioo  of,  ''  What!  are  we  not  all  hrcthren?*'  while  the 
president,  sensible  of  the  danger  which  impended 
over  him,  condescended  to  answer  in  terms  of  the 
mildest  expostulation.  This  dialogue  was  interrupted 
hy  the  tumultuous  cries  of  the  women,  who  de- 
manded, with  menacing  gestures,  bread  for  them* 
selves  and  for  Paris.  In  vain  did  M.  Mounier  repre«- 
seat  the  constant  attention  of  the  assembly  to  their 
distresses;  in  vain  did  he  hold  up  the  flatterii^  pros* 
pect  of  future  relief,  and.intreat  them  to  retire  m 
peace.  His  promises  and  solicitations  were  equally 
disregarded;  but  the  national  assembly  averted  the 
fory  of  the  mob  by  appearing  to  comply  with  their 
demands. 

The  majority  confirmed  again  the  decree  respect^ 
ittg  the  articles  of  the  constitution.  They  appointed 
once  more  the  president,  accompanied  by  a  dq>uta* 
lion,  to  wait  on  the  king^  in  order  to  obtain  not  only 
bis  acceptation  of  those  articles,'  but  also  bis  assist^ 
ance  in  relieving  Paris,  and  allaying  that  scarcity 
which  threatened  the  most  fatal  consequences.  But 
at  the  moment  that  the  president  rose  to  depart,  the 
women  who  surrounded  him  proclaimed  their  inten* 
tion  of  accompanying  him  to  the  king ;  and  it  wa» 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  he  could  prevail  on 
ihem  ii>  limit  their  demand  to  six  of  their  number. 
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The  appearance  of  this  motley  deputatioob  and  the 
embarraMments  which  attended  it,  cannot  be* better 
described  than  from  the  pen  of  the  president  himself^, 
^'  We  were>"  says  he,  *'  on  foot>  exposed  to  the  mud 
tnd  a  heavy  rain.  «  A  crowd  of  the  iohabitanta.  of. 
Yeraailles  lined  on  each  side  the  avenue  that  con-r 
ducted  to  the  castle.  The  women  from  Paris  were 
formed  into  different  groupes,  mingled  with  a  buhh 
ber  of  men,  for  the  most  part  covered  with  rags* 
their  countenances  fierce^  their  gestures  menacing, 
and  raising  the  most  terrible  howlipgs.  They  were 
armed  with  fusils,  ol4  pikes,  hatchets,  staves  guarded 
with  iron,  and  long  poles,  having  at  the  end  the 
blades  of  swords  or  knives.  Small  detachments  of 
the  gardesHlu*corps  formed  the  patroies,  and  passed 
op  full  gallop,  amidst  the  cries  and  hisses  of  the  po- 
pulace. We  advanced,"  continues  M.^Mounier; 
**  and  another  party  of  men,  armed  also  with  pikes, 
and  hatchets,  and  staves,  approached  to  escort  the 
deputation.  The  strange  aod  numerous  irain  by 
which  the  deputies  were  followed,  was  mistaken  for 
a  crowd  of  the  insurgents.  The  gardes^du^corps 
charged  across  ua.  Vip  were  dispersed*  in  the  mud; 
we  however  rallied  again*  and  proceeded  towards  the 
castle.  We  there  found  the  garde&-du-corps,  a  de-< 
tachment  of  dragoons^  the  regiment  of  Flanders,  the 
Swiss  guards,  the  invalids,  and  the  militia  of  Ver* 
saiUes,  ranged  in  orde^  of  battle.  We  made  our<* 
selves  known,  and  were  received  with  respect;  we 
traversed  the  lines;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we 
could  prevent  the  Aowd  that  had  followed  us  from 
entering  with  us;  but  in  place  of  six  women,  to 
whom  I  had  promised  admittance  into  the  castle,  X 
was  obliged  to  introduce  twelve.'' 

It  was  half-past  fivf,  and  a  day  the  most  wet  and 
dreary,  which  had  given  place  to  a  night  the  most 
dark  and  inauspicious ;  when  the  president  of  tho 
natiQnal  assembly,  escorted  by  fifteen  deputies,  a.od 
twelve  women  of  the  dregs  of  Paris,  entered  into 
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(lie  royal  presence^  and  painted  to  his  majesty. the 
distress  of  his  capital.  The  king  answered  in  the 
langtiage  of  sensibth'ty,-  and  with  every  assurance  of 
prompt  and  effectual  succour.  Satisfied  on  this  sub* 
ject,  M.  Mounier  still  solicited  that  some  hour  might 
be  appointed  to  understand  his  majesty's  definitive 
tmwier  to  the  articles  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
rights  of  men  and  citizens.  The  king  named  nine; 
and  retired  to  his  cabinet  to  consult  with  his  ministers 
on  the  difficulties  which  presented  themselves.  It 
was  not  till  ten  that  this  important  deliberation  wat 
brought  to  a  conclusion:  M.  Mounier,  who  remained 
in  waiting,  was  then  called  in,  and  received  from  the 
liands  of  bis  sovereign   his  acceptation  pure   and 

SIMPLE. 

-The  triumph  of  the  president,  however,  was  of 
short  duration.  The  multitude,  whose  fury  had  been 
excited  by  the  stings  of  hunger,  felt  themselves  but 
little  interested  in  the  prospect  of  future  freedom^ 
while  the  distress  of  the  moment  threatened  ineti- 
table  destruction.  Famine  still  stalked  before  their 
eyes  in  its  most  hideous  form;  and  when  M.  Mounier 
entered  the  saloon  and  announced  the  acceptation  of 
the  king  pure  and  simple,  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
cries  of  the  populace,  ''  Is  it  advantageous  to  us? 
will  it^ procure  us  bread?*'  Even  the  female  deputies 
who  had  accompanied  the  president,  h^  reason  to 
regret  the  unexpected  honour  which  the  voice  of 
their  comrades  had  conferred  upon  them.  They  too 
announced  the  auspicious  promises  of  the  sovereign ; 
but  these  were  far  from  satisfying  their  impatient 
companions.  They  accused  them  of  having  been  cor- 
rupted ;  and  compelled  them  to  return  to  the  castle, 
and  to  demand  from  the  king  that  he  would  subscribe 
to  his  promise.  M.  de  St.  Priest  condescended  to 
explain  to  them  the  difierent  measures  that  the  king 
'  and  the  nlintsters  had  adopted  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  capital ;  and  he  delivered  to  them  a  paper  signed 
by  his  majesty,  in  which  he  engaged  for  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  succours. 
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The  dreadful  horrors  which  pervaded  Versailles 
BOOD  reached  the  ears  of  the  Parisians ;  and  the  mar-*" 
quis  de  la  Fayette  presented  himself  at  the  Hotel  de 
Ville^  and  demanded  permission  of  the  commons  ta 
march  to  Verssilles.  This  was  immediately  granted; 
and  at  four  in  (he  evenings  about  five  hours  after  the 
factious  populace  had  quitted  the  capital,  the  noar- 
quis,  at  the  bead  of  eighteen  thousand  men,  pointed 
bis  march  towards  Versailles*  It  was  ten  at  night 
before  an  aid-de-camp  of  the  marquis  announced  to 
the  king  and  the  national  assembly  the  approach  of 
the  Parisian  army.  Their  commander  baited  bia 
army  at  a  small  distance  from  the  town,  and  admi-' 
iHst^red  to  his  soldiers  the  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the 
nation^  to  the  law,  and  the  king.  Fortified  by  this 
proof  of  allegiance,  he  next  presented  himself  to  the 
vattonal  assembly,  and  assured  the  president  both  oC 
l^is  own  pacific  intentions,  and  of  those  of  his  follow- 
ers. From  the  national  assembly  the  ms^rquis  passed 
to  the  royal  presence;  where  he  held  the  same  lan*^ 
guage,  and  so  fully  possessed  his  majesty  of  bis  se* 
curity,  that  the  king  declined  the  presence  of  thei 
national  representatives,  and  contented  himself  with 
declaring,  that  it  was  his  intention  never  to  separate 
kimself  froiA  the  seat  of  their  councils. 

But  the  deputies  still  continued  sitting,  and  werei 
tinployed  in  discussing  the  code  of  criminal  la#* 
These  deliberations  were  interrupted  by  tl\a  frequent 
cries  of  the  multitude,  who  were  half  famished,  for 
bread.  At  length  the  tempest  seemed  to  have  ex- 
hausted its  force ;  the  crowd  sunk  into  a  momentary 
silence.  The  militia  who  had  marched  from  Paris, 
benumbed  trith  cold  and  wet,  sought  shelter  in  th« 
taverns,  the  stilbles,  and  the  courts  of  the  different 
kouses.  They  were  liberally  supplied  with  liquoff 
and  provisions;  and  all  was  peace,  when  his  majesty^ 
l»ppressed  by  fatigue,  about  two  o'clock  id  the  morn* 
ing,  retired  to  r^ 

.  Th^  marquis  de  U  Fstyettc^  fatalty  impttesed  by 
the  deceitful  quiet  Ivhicb  prevailed/  conteiitrd  bim^ 

self 
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felf  with  placing  a  few  scattered  lentinels^  and  has- 
tened to  rejoin  the  national  assembly.  Though  M. 
Mounier  declared^  that  if  ^nj  doubt  remi^ioed  he 
lYOuId  still  k^ep  the  deputies  sittings  be  was  answered 
by  the  marquis  with  ;o  perf^sct  a  reliance  on  the  at- 
fochnieqt  of  his  own  army,  and  so  fayoi^rable  a  repre-- 
^ptation  of  the  pe^ce  that  pervaded  every  place^  that 
the  president  consented  to  dismiss  the  assembly,  and 
resigned  bimsetf  to  sleep;  an  example  that  was  soop 
followed  by  Fayette  himself. 

But  the  insurgents  were  now  preparing  for  mischiefs 
of  a  ipore  dreadful  nature.  The  name  of  the  queen 
w^  IQingled  with  their  imperious  demand  of  bread- 
At  length,  about  six  in  the  morning,  the  frantic  crowd 
precipitated  themselves  on  the  hotel  of  thegardes-dur 
.corps*  The  tbin  remnant  of  the  troops  were  incapable 
of  stjsmpiing  the  torrent;  the  doors  were  forced;  fif- 
teen pf  the  gardes-du-corps  were  dragged  away  by  the 
multitude;  the  rf^st  fled  towards  the  castle;  and  were 
eagerly  pursued  by  their  enrage^i  enemies;  two  of  thp 
gardes-du-corps  fell  victims  to  their  fury,  near  the 
iron  railing;  a  third  was  slaughtered  on  the  marble 
staircase ;  the  scattered  sentinels  placed  by  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  were  inactive  spectators  of  the  bloody 
scene;  tne  household  troops  that  bad  escaped  the  first 
attack^^  }fl  vain  attempted  to  defend  the  interior  of  the 
palace;  and  their  feeble  efforts  were  soon  overcome  by 
the  insurgents,  who  now  rushed  forward  to  the  apart- 
ments of  the  queen. 

Tbedpor  pf  the  royal  chamber  was  defended  by  M. 
Miomandre;  while  be  heroically  opposed  himself  to 
the  sanguinary  host,  be  loudly  called  to  her  attendants 
to  save  the  queen.  That  princess  was  hastily  awa« 
kened  by  her  women,  and  by  a  private  passage  wat 
conducted  almost  naked  to  the  apartments  pf  the  king; 
Miomandre^  her  gallant  protector,  fell  indeed  covered 
with  wounds;  but  his  life  was  preserved  by  the  good* 
nes^  pf  his  constitution  and  the  skill  of  his  surgeons. 
A  short  moment  before  the  multitude  rushed  towards 
the  apartments  of  the  queen,  the  king  bad  been  roused 
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fcom  his  sleep  bj  the  increasiDg  tumult  The  duke  of 
Luxembourg  had  also  been  awakened  by  the  f^me 
cause;  he  now  presented  himself  in  the  chamber  of 
bis  sovereign^  followed  by  the  few  gardes-du-corps 
that  he  could  collect*  Round  the  standard  of  these* 
the  ancient  French  guards  ranged  themselves^  and 
joined  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  insurgents.  By 
degrees  the  mob  was  cofnpelled  to  retire  into  the 
lower  courts;  while  regular  posts  were  established| 
and  every  precaution  taken  to  secure  the  castle  from  a 
second  attack^  should  it  be  attempted. 

Qn  the  first  iptelligence  of  these  disastrous  events^ 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayiptte  quitted  his  \^d,  and  endea- 
youred  to  atope  by  his  activity  for  his  forpier  credulity. 

.  The  militi^  of  Paris  assembled  at  the  yoice  of  their 
commander;  and  their  united  efforts  wrested  frotp  the 
populace  several  of  the  garde^-du-corps.  A  consi- 
derable body  of  the  national  troops  were  also  intro- 
duced into  the  castle;  and  to  sooth  the  people^  the 
king  and  queen,  by  the  advice  of  the  marquis,  ap- 

'  peared  in  an  open  balcony ;  while  the  gardes-du-corps 
were  prevailed  on  to  contribute  to  the  general  tran- 
quillity, by  the  humiliating  measure  of  surrendering 
their  arms  and  accoutrements.  Yet  these  concessions 
were  far  from  satisfying  the  multitude.  The  Parisians 
conceived  that  plenty  could  only  be  secured  to  the  ca- 
pital by  the  presence  of  the  qionarch;  therefore  they 
demanded  the  removal  of  the  royal  family  from  Ver* 
willes;  and  the  king,  after  a  short  deliberation,  waa 
compelled  to  acquiesce  in  their  demand.  A  deput^*- 
tion  of  thirty-six  members  of  the  nfttional  assembly 
now  waited  on  the  king;  and  on  the  news  that  his  ma- 
jesty intended  to  remove  to  Paris,  that  number  was 
swelled  to  an  hundred^  and  was  appointed  tp  accom- 
pi^iny  him  to  the  metropolis. 

About  one  o'clock  in  the  afterpoon  Loub  X V{.  at- 
tended by  the  royial  family,  set  out  from  Versailles; 
and  the  order  of  the  march  presented  a  scene  of  horror 
that  surpasses  description.  A  crowd  ^  frantic  wo- 
meii»  staggering  pnder  the  effects  of  the  liquor  w}lich 
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)itd  been  given  them  on  the  prece^tng  night,  moanted 
on  horses,  fantasticallj  ornameoted  with  the  hats  and 
uniforms,  and  armed  with  the  weapons,  of  the  house- 
hold troops;  these  were  surrounded  bj  a  host  of  men^ 
two  of  whom,  with  their  arms  naked  and  bloody, 
displayed  alofl  on  their  pikes  the  heads  of  two  of  the 
i;ardes-du-corps  whom  they  had  put  to  death*  Be- 
hind were  the  survivors  of  those  unhappy  men  on 
foot,  bare  headed,  without  arms,  and  shuddering  with 
liorrdr  at  the  goary  visages  of  their  ill-fated  comrades. 
The  royal  family  followed,  encompassed  by  the  dra» 
goons,  the  regiment  of  Flanders,  and  the  Swiss 
guards;  continually  esposed  to  the  insults  of  the 
rabble,  who  incessantly  reproached  them  as  the  au- 
thors of  that  scarcity  which  the  hand  ef  Providence 
had  inflicted.  About  ^even  o'clock  in  the  evening  his 
majesty  and  the  royal  family  entered  the  capital,  ra- 
ther amidst  the  reproaches  than  the  acclamations  df 
the  inhabitants;  and  the  king,  after  having  presented 
himself  at  the  Hotel  de  Yilie,  and  received  an  ad- 
dress from  M,  Bailly,  was,  with  his  royal  consort, 
escorted  to  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries. 

After  his  arrival  at  Paris,  the  first  measure  of  the 
kinfi;  was  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  allay  the  tumults 
in  the  provinces;  and  to  represent  his  departure  from 
Versailles  rather  as  his  own  choice  than  the  effect  of 
constraint.  The  king^s  proclamation  was  fallowed  by 
one  from  the  national  assembly. 

So  soon  as  the  king  had  fixed  his  resideiice  at  I^aris, 
the  national  assembly  undertook  to  provide  for  the  d6- 
JSciencies  of  the  executive  government,  which  hid 
been  stated  in  May  1789,  by  M.  Necker,  at  fifty-six 
millions  of  livres,  and  was  now  swelled  by  the  sup- 
pression of  the  doty  on  salt,  and  the  deficiencies  in  tne 
customs  and  excise,  to  a  roost  enormous  amoiint.  To 
provide  Tor  this  deficit,  the  eyes  of  the  assembly  were 
once  moretutned  to  the  property  of  the  church.  The 
aMuence  of  the  clerical  order  had  been  severely  nar^ 
rowed  b^  the  abolition  of  tytbes;  but  their  posses^ 
aiom  still  presMtod  an  immense  source  of  wealthy  and 
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i!be  new  govenbinefit  were  deCek'ntiitoed  on  ikking  t  ^fiarl! 
of  it  _ 

To  av^it  a  decree  so  injurious  to  the  clergy,  tfab 
^rchbisbop  of  Ait  offiered,  !n  the  name  of  the  etcle- 
kiastical  body,  a  contributSoti  of  four  htmdred  ibil- 
lions  of  1i?rea,  or  neairly  sevcftiteeo  trillions  steriitig, 
provided  they  might  be  pertjohted  to  etnoy  tlieir  re^ 
Teoues  in  pfeace*.  Yet  in  November  1789,  the  ar- 
seiii11)Iy  decreed,  ''that  all  eccleBiastical  property  wto 
at  the  disposal  of  the  IQation;"  sdbiect  to  the  ctrargb 
of  providiDig  for  tbe  e)cpences  of  ditirie  worship,  the 
support  of  uit  ofinislers  Of  the  church,  and  the  reltdf 
of  the  poor;  but  to  be  placed  under  the  inspection  of 
the  different  provinces.  This  measore  Was  followed 
by  a  proclamation  from  the  king,  statitig  that  at  fife 
request  of  the  national  assembly,  he  had  tboogbt 
proper  to  suspend  the  nomination  of  all  benefioe^* 
with  the  sole  exceptiOd  of  curacies  t  and  he  therefore 
commanded  all  tribunals,  administrative  bodies,  and 
municipalities,  to  make  ^nowti  this  ordontiance,  and 
to  respect  it  as  the  e^blishecl  laW  of  the  sbvereign. 

In  the  beginning  of  lE^'ebraary  1790,  all  po^sessoA 
of  benefices,  or  of  pensions  Od  benfeflces,  Judder  th.e 
above-mentioned  proclamation,  Wiire  enjoined  to  lie-* 
clare  before  the  municipality  of  the  city  which  th^ 
inhabited,  or  were  nearest  to,  the  ntltnber,  the  title,  add 
tbe  situation,  of  the  benefices  thAt  tltey  possessed,  ds 
well  as  of  all  pensions  which  th^y  enjoyed;  tinder  the 
penalty  of  forfeiting  the  whole  of  ihose  benefices  and 
penfsioris  which  they  omitted  to  Specify.  At  the  same 
time  it  Was  declared,  that  in  every  order  throughout 
'the  difierent  municipalities  of  the  kingdoto,  one  reli* 
gidus  house,  where  there  existed  two,  ishotildbe  sup- 
pressed; two  in  every  municipality  whefeih^e exit- 
ed three;  and  three  where  there  existed  four;  and,  dn 


*  This  large  ofier  of  the  clergy  served  only  (o  sh^w  the  cnbt** 
moYis  property  they'hitd  acquired  from 'the  doavdoat  atid  beqtieMs 
of  tUdr  dievotees,  and  was  so  flir  ftbm  satiiiyiiig  Aenlaiils  of  ^a 
goverament,  that  tiiay  deternriMd  to  makcf  then  cwuribilt^  aM»Mt9 
the  izigeacies  of  the  state. 
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^e  \Mk  of  Ittfe  sume  tiatyMh,  m  detrte  tyf  the  mrtibmil 
assembly  prohibited  in  future  all  monastic  vows  in  ei«* 
th«r  «ex. 

It  ffow  Vcirtg  fti  Tain  fDf  Ifbe  clergy  to  hold  bwdk, 
tM  deetatftXion^  t?ere  mi^de  of  afl  their  revemies;  ati^ 
M  the  26th,  tlie  pensions  of  tlie  teligious  wlio  shouti 
tbuseto  quitibeir  houses^  vrere  regulated  byAe  nb^ 
Hodal  assembly.  Iti  Vhe  memlicant  orders,  those  mdier 
fifty  years  6f  argfe  were  assigned  seven  bnndred  livres? 
Itnd  those  Above  ififty  and  und^r  ^everrty,  eight  htindreA 
iivres;  and  Iftiosft  above  seventy,  one  fltousand  livTes. 
Various  pYovidons  ttrerelflce^se  made  for  the  eMierre^ 
tigiooft  orders.  But  so  soon  as  tlie  national  ass^bly 
bad  passed  these  motions,  they  jiroceeded  to  extin*- 
^uish  the  hopes  of  the  clergy,  by  aNotting'fliose  sti- 
)^end%  tf^hich  were  in  foftnre  to  circuoarscribe  fteir 
Views.  Thtks  tlie  splendour  and  dignity  of  the  Oal- 
tican  churdi  was  virtually  annihilated,  audits  clergy 
Ikt  once  reduced  f)tcfm  a  state  of- great  affluence  to  whiM; 
"Was  barely  stilficietrt  to  support  themselves  wtth  de* 
ceocy. 

On  the  l^bolUion  of  the  tenures  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  dergy,;  Finance  came  to  be  divided  into  eighty*- 
threfe  pof  tibds,  eadh  forming  a  sqirare  of  about  eighteeti 
leagues  by  eighteen,  whieh  Vere  called  departments; 
these  wete  a^pporttoned  again  into  districts  *cal1ed 
communes^  and  the  communes  were  siibdiviiied  into 
still  gmalter  parts,  Which  received  the  general  nam« 
jb(  cantons. 

It  would  neither  be  interesting  to  the  reader,  nor 
consiM^nt  with  the  limits  we  have  prescribed  to  our- 
selves, to  enter  into  a  long  and  complicated  detail  of 
deeriees  which  respect  the  minotise  of  this  new  govern^ 
'fnent;'butth'e'address  of  the  assembly  to  the  nation 
may  be  considered  as  a  record  of  their  first  or  prt'^ 
mary  idt^iltions.  It  was  published  about  the  middle 
of  Fel)ri|ary  1790;  and  was  preceded  by  the  follow- 
ing  oath,  which  was  admini^ered  to  every  deputy,  and 
to  the  different  districts  throughout  France:  ^'  I  swear 
to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  to  the  hrw,  to  the  k\ng) 
'4M  to  maintain  with  aH  my  power  the  constitution 
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decreed  by  the  national  a«8emblTj  and  accepted  by 

the  king/' 

Whatever  reputation  the  national  assembly  might 
expect  to  derive  from  their  addre^s^  thej  n^lected  not 
to  add  to  it  by  every  other  favourable  means.  The 
scanty  pay  of  the  army  had  long  been  a  subject  of 
complaint;  and  the  soldiers  looked  forward  v?ith 
anxious  joy  to  the  relief  of  those  grievances^  vrhich 
had  been  rendered  more  intolerable  by  the  exactions  of 
their  officers.  In  June  1790,  a  decree  viras  published 
vbich  increased  the  pay  of  the  army  ful)  one-fourth  ; 
and  this  was  soon  followed  by  a  second  prder,  which 
imparted  the  same  augmentation  to  the  sailors  and 
marines. 

Tbe  next  step  of  the  assembly  was  to  deprive  the 
king  of  the  prerogative  of  making  peace  and  war 
.without  the  consent  of  the  people;  and  the  assembly^ 
•desirous  of  acquiring  the  confidence  of  Europe,  Re- 
solved^ "  that  the  French  nation  would  never  embark 
.wi  any  war  \)ith  a  view  to  conquest,  nor  ever  employ 
her  forces  against  the  liberties  qf  any  peopled' 

Thus  the  national  assembly  transferred  from  the 
jcrown  of  France  a  prerogative  which  it  had  peaceably 
.enjoyed  for  fourteen  centuries;  and  was  preparatory 
to  a  decisive  and  signal  triumph  over  the  French  no- 
bility. While  the  titl>es  and  distinctions  of  that  order 
remained,  it  was  considered  as  impossible  to  alienate 
from  it  the  adulation  of  the  multitude;  and  therefore> 
on  the  1 9th  of  June,  the  celebrated  motion  was 
brought  forward  to  suppress  the  titles  of  duke,  mar- 
quis, count,  baron,  excel lency,  abbe,  &c.  and  that 
all  citizens  should  take  in  future  their  family  and  pa^ 
tronymic  names;  that  no  one  should  in  future  cause 
liveries  to  be  worn,  or  assume  armorial  bearings;  and 
that  tbe  title  of  monseigneur  should  no  longer  be  ap- 
plied to  any  individual  or  body.  Thus  in  one  mo'* 
meni  were  three  hundred  thousand  of  the  first  fa* 
milies  in  France  degraded  from  their  ancient  bonoursj 
(  most  of  which  had  been  purchased  by  their  progeni'^- 
Xon^)  and  reduced  to  a  level  with  the  common  people. 
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'  TbU  decree,  however^  as  might  naturally  be  ex« 
pccted,  excited^  for  a  tinie>  a  high  sense  of  enruitj 
and  dissatisfaction  between  opposite  orders  and  sects. 
At  Nismes^  the  fever  of  discontent  was  rapid  in  its 
progress^  and  fatal  in  its  consequences;  that  city  was 
the  residence  of  a  numerous  nobility^  accustomed  to 
pomp^  and  zealously  attached  to  the  catholic  persua- 
sion. It  had  also  become  the  seat  of  a  considerable 
body  of  protestants.  Relieious  differences  were  heigh- 
tened by  political  animosity;  and  while  the  catholic 
pobility  regarded  with  horror  and  aversion  every  mea- 
sure of  the  national  assembly*  which  stripped  them  of 
their  overbearing  and  persecuting  authority^  the  pro- 
testants looked  up  with  admiration  to  those  resolu- 
tions*  which  restored  them  to  religious  ,and  civil  li- 
berty. Their  mutual  enmity  could  not  long  be  con- 
fined to  idle  reproaches;  arms  ministered  to  their 
fury;  for  two  successive  days  the  streets  were  deluged 
with  blood;  and  it  was  not  until  several  hundred  ci^ 
tizens  bad  perished*  that  the  victory  of  the  protestants 
pver  the  infatuated  catholics  established  tranquillity. 

The  national  assembly*  deeply  afflicted  with  the  re* 
peated  instances  of  tumult  and  disaffection*  occasioned 
principally  by  the  catholics*  who  were  urged  by  the 
mobility  axid  the  clergy*  their  former  tyrants*  more 
firmly  to  bind  the  people  to  the  new  government*  and 
to  unijte  (hem  in  one  general  cause*  resolved  to  have  re- 
/course  to  tjie  solemn  tie  of  oaths  and  compacts.  In 
various  provincial  towns  civic  feasts  had  been  insti- 
tuted* and  general  associations  had  taken  place;  and 
it  was  now  determined  to  concentrate  these  patriotic 
effusions  in  one  universal  point  of  view*  and  by  a  ge- 
neral confederation  at  Paris*  to  assert  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  capital*  and  to  cherish  and  combine  the  zeal  of 
the  kingdom  at  large.  To  this  memorable  festival 
/every  district  throughout  France  was  required  to  send 
its  deputies;  nor  was  the  monarch  himself  to  be  ex- 
empted from  an  oath*  which  was  to  consecrate  thfe 
mutual  ties  between  the  sovereign  and  his  subjects. 
The  day  fixed  for  this  sacred  ceremony  was  the  14th 
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of  Jii)}r^  1790;  and  the  place  choseq  for  th&pui:|MMe, 
the  Gbamp  de  Mara,  a  spacious  plain  vr^icb  joina  thi^ 
suburbs  of  Paris  to  the  capital.  In  the  centre  ao 
altar  was  erected ;  and  seats  were  placed  round  ca* 
pable  of  containing  several  hundred  thousands  of  spec;* 
iators;  and  on  this  occasion  theentbuslawi  of  France 
was  eminently  displayed.  The  deputies  were  lissem- 
bled  from  every  quarter  of  the  Mng^dom;  and  tb^ 
duke  of  Orleans  returned  from  Enjg;land  to  pledge  his 
faith  to  the  maintenance  of  the  new  constitution. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternOiHij  t^e  inar<)uisde 
la  Fayette  ascended  tbe  altar;  and,  in  the  name  of  the 
national  tropps  of  France,  pronounced  the  following 
oath:  ''  I  swear  always  to  be  faithful  to  the  isation,  to 
tbe  lawj  and  to  tbe  king;  to  maintain  tb^  constitution 
decreed  by  the  national,  assembly,  and  accepted  by  the 
JLing;  to  protect,  according  to  law,  the  security  ojf 
persons  and  of  property,  the  free  circulation  of  corn 
and  subsistence  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  the  col* 
Section  of  public  taxes  of  every  deseriptioo;  and  to 
remain  united  to  the  French  in  fraternal  and  indis- 
soluble bonds/'  The  deputies  of  the  regular  troops 
and  militia^  on  the  conclusion  of  the  oath,  repeated 
each  aloud,  '' I  swear/'  * 

The  marquis  was  followed  by  the  president  of  the 
national  assembly :  ''  I  swear  to  be  faithful  to  the  na- 
tion, the  law,  and  the  king;  and  to  maintain,  with 
aJI  my  power,  the  constitution,  as  decreed  by  thp 
Dational  assembly,  and  accepted  by  the  king;*'  each 
deputy  repeating  aloud,  after  their  president,  ''  I 
awEAB/' 

The  sovereign  himself  then  stretching  his  arm  to- 
wards tbe  altar,  amidst  an  av^ful  silence,  slowly  and 
distinctly  pronounced :  ''  Ij  King  of  Hie  Frcficli, 
swear  to  the  nation  to  employ  all  die  power  which  is 
delegated  to  me  by  the  constitutional  law  of  the  state» 
to  maintain  tbe  constitution,  a^d  jto  enforce  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law/' 

Tbe  national  assembly  now  proceeded  to, the  coniple- 

tion  of  tbe  constitution  With  consideraUe  tranquillity, 
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tut  it  vru  distorWd  by  an  tnib»|»py  kTMl  8t  NaMj« 
Most  of  the  oflScers  of  the  army  were  anfrieadiy  t# 
ihe  revolutioD,  and  .wery  means  had  beee  emi^syed 
fry  Uiem  to  disgult  the  soldieta  with  it  At  Naney>  is 
)>arttcularj  necessaries  had  beeo  denied  them,  and 
their  pay  was  kept  back,  wider  pretence,  that  thia  was 
Ihe  will  of  the  national  assembly.  DriTea  to  detpair> 
the  tegmfeioiA  in  garrison  threw  off  their  allegtanee^ 
and  demanded  loudly  the  regtmenlal  accounts^  They 
seized  at  the  same  time  the  military  chest;  and  seiit  a 
deputaCibn  to  state  their  case  at  Paris  to  the  daitonel 
iasaembly.  But  the  officers  were  befote-hand,  and 
prepossessed  the  minister  of  war  against  them;  itpoo 
whose  representation  a  decree  if^as  pafts^>  anthorisintf 
the  commander-in'^hief  of  the  pronnce,  M.  Bouill^ 
to  reduce  the  insurgents  by  force^  This  was  no 
hooper  made  known,  than  the  national  guard  of 
Nancy  assembled,  and  setit  a,  deputation  to  gife  • 
iPair  statement  of  facts.  Bui  BouiU6,  without  wait** 
ii^  the  result  of  an  eiplatiaiioni  hastened  to  Naney 
at  the  head  of  all  the  troops  hfe  feould  suddenly  col^ 
feet;,  and,  having  failed  upon  thci  r^sgiments  of  Cha- 
teau vieux  and  Mestre  de  Cainp,  after  putting  an  int^ 
inebte  multitude  to  the  Awofd,  took  four  hundred  prii- 
loners.  The  king's  regiment  ^as  prevent^  from  ac^• 
W  against  Bouill6  ^y  the  intrbpidttf  tff  a  youM 
Officer. of  the  name  of  Dessilles,  wno^  How^feri  dml 
of  the  wpunds  which  he  received  oii  tbe  occasido* 
The  iiewt  of  these  events  filled  Parii  with  indi|^^ 
iion.  Tbe  assembly  afterwards  reversed  its  own  dip 
erees  agaliist  the  insurgents  at  Nancy.  Public  bo- 
hours  wer^  decreed  to  the  memory . of  .licasiUes;  but 
Ibouille  could  not  be  punished,  because  iA  tdd  only 
acted  in  obediebce  to  orders. ,    ,  .  ,  .       .  .^  .     .,^ 

M.  I^ecker,  who  had  beeti.^n^tly  r^^tracd^by  thi» 
people  on  account  of  the  moderation  of  Kis  pHh^ 
ciples,  began  now  to  deetioe  id  bis  j>opularity;  ahd^ 
as  he  was  uowiilin^  to  go  to  all  the  lengths  that  th^ 
irtiiinj^  party  wish^,  h^  geive  in  hil  resignation  on  the 
4th  of  September,  and  left  .the.  kingdom.     He  de- 

Vot.  I.  No.  IV.  L  parted. 
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parted,  howeverj  i;v>th  the  uablemisbed  reputatioi^df 
strict  integrity. 

The  remainder  of  the  year  1790  was  occupied  in 
attempting  to  introduce  subordination  into  the  French 
ba?y,  which  had  been  disorganized^  and  in  farther 
regulating  the  affkirs  of  the  clergy.  It  was  now  de* 
clared,  tl^  such  clergymen  as  should  not  take  the 
following  oath,  should  be  considered  as  ejected  from 
their  beaeBces:  '^  I  swear  to  watch  carefully  over  the 
faithful  in  the*  parish  or  diocese  which  is  entrusted  to 
my  care;  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  to  the  law,  and 
to  the  king;  and  to  maintain  to  the  utmost  of  my 
powterthe  new  constitution  of  France,  and  par«» 
ticularly  the  ^decrees  relative  to  the  civil  constitution 
of  the  clergy/'  This  decree  rendered  the  situation  of 
conscientious  men  eatremely  perplexing,  especially  as 
the  pope  testified  his  disapprobation  of  the  oath.  The 
people  w€^e  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  choosing  be- 
tween their  new  political  and  their  old  religious  pre- 
judices, and  the  result  was  extremely  unfavourable  to 
the  interest  of  the  Catholic  religion. 
*  The  national  assembly  commenced  the  year  1791 
with  a  decree,  announcing  the  termination  of  its 
session,  so  soon  as  it  should  have  settled  and  ascertained 
the  fisal  record  of  the  constitutional  articles.  In  the 
mean  time,  oh  the  side  of  Germany,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Savoy,  hostile  appearances  began  to  break  forth ;  and 
troops  advanced  in  almost  every  direction  towards  the 
French  frontier.  The  em peror -Leopold  was,  however, 
toocaotioustoanoouocehisinteotions;  and  the  king  soon 
eomnninicated  a  letter  from  him,  containing  protesta* 
tions  of  an  amicable  tendency,  but  adding,  that ''  the 
'  innovations  occasioned  by  the  decrees  of  the  4tfa  of 
August,  ought  to  be  done  away."  The  king,  whe- 
ther through  ignorance  or  by  design  was  not  certainly 
i^nown,  though  the  latter  was  supposed  to  be  the  case, 
tjreated  this  merely  as  an  official  measure  on  the  part  of 
the  emperor,  that  he  might  not  appear  to  renounce 
the  claims,  of  certain  German  princes  connected  with 
Lorraine  and  Alsace.     But  the  assembly  expressed 
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considerable  alarm^  aod  voted  an  augmentation  of  the 
jiationai  force. 

On  the  20th  of  Febriiarj  the  public  itttentioq  was 
roused  by  a  circumstance  that  in  any  other  state  of 
aflairs  would  have  been  accounted  unimportant.  The 
king  atinoanced  to  the  assembly^  thaf  bis  aunts^  the 
daughters  of  Louis  XV.  had  that  morning  left  Paris; 
but^  as  be  did  not  apprehend  that  the  existing  laws 
laid  t^^em  under  any  restraint  in  this  respecti  he  had 
not  opposed  their  departure.  After  some  debate^  the 
assembly  agreed  that  the  king  had  judged  well;  and 
these  princesses  were  left  to  pursue  their  journey  to 
Rome.  Thus  the  kingdom  Was  gradually  deserted  by 
every  branch  of  the  royal  family>  excepting  the  king 
and  his  brother,  monsieur.  The  assembly,  however; 
contioueil  its  labours  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
quietness. 

In  the  close  of  March  died  the  celebrated  count 
de  'Mirabeau,  at  the  age  of  forty^two  years;  a  mail 
whose  integrity  has  for  many  good  reasons  been  UHich 
suspected,  but  whose  poHtkal  address  and  intrepidity; 
and  whose  splendid  powers  6f  eloquence,  have  been 
•eMom  equalled.  He  was  the  first  who  was  interred 
in  the  new  aaagoificeot  Pantheon,  consecrated  to  thel 
remains  of  illastrions  men.  But  his  ashes  Were  after- 
wards removed,  in  consequence  of  a  ebai^e  that  he 
had  not  been  incorruptible  bj  money.  ^   *' 

Deep  plans  against  the  new  order  <ef  things  in 
France  were  concerted  by  the  four  powers  above  men- 
tioned ;  but  the  vigilance  of  the  national  assembly  watf 
not  so  easily  lulled  into-  a  state  of  security.  About 
this  time  also,  M.  de  Bouille,  to  whom  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers  was  entrusted,  was  secretly  employing 
every  means  in  bis  power  to  render  the  country  de- 
fenceless. The  garrisons  were  without  provisions  or 
ammunition ;  di8uni€|i  was  spread  among  the  troops  ;* 
they  were  removed  ftom  the  frontiers,  and  their  place 
was  occupied  by  foreigners,  wherever  it  could  bedooe« 
The  emigrants  abroad,  and  their  friends  at  home,  were 
lyii^  in  wait  for  an  opportunity  of*  revolt;  when  sud* 
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deoly,  OQ  the  2ht  of  June,  it  ww  fipp6oiiec4  from 
the  Thuilleriesj  that  the  kiDg>  thequeeo^  the  danphii^ 
with  mopaieur  md  madame,  had  quitted  tho  palace 
VQd  the  capitals  without  leaviog;  aojr  iiiformation.of 
their  inteQtioii  or  their  route  *.  The  emotioD  eacited 
\>y  thi$  news  amo^g  the  multitude  waa  a  mixtare  of 
^Dsternatioa  aod  rage. 

The  national  affembly,  however,  conducted  itielf 
iKfith  much  cooloeis*  They  took  upon  themieWes  die 
odteniible  jraTernmeotj  and  decreed  their  sittings  per-> 
maneot.  They  sent  messengers  at  the  same  time  in 
nil  directions^  to  attemj^  to  secure  the  fugitives.  Mon<^ 
'  sieur  and  madame  arrived  safely  at  Bruasels  on  the 
^rd.  To  frvour  their  escape^  the  royal  fiuaily  had 
obtained  a  passport  through  the  medium  of  the  Rui^ 
sian  ambassador,  in  the  name  of  a  baroness  de  Kortib 
vrith  her  suite,  as  travelling  to  Frankfort  The 
)iing>  queeuj  and  their  children^  virhen  they  came  to  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  capital,  vrere  furnished 
by  Bouille  vrith  a  guard  of  dr^^ooos,  under  pretence 
of  protecting  treasure  for  the  pay  of  troops.  At  tbo 
distance  of  on?  hundred  and  fifily^-siz  miles,  and  vrhen 
tnly  a  few  lewues  within  the  frontierfli, ,  they  wem 
vrested  at  8t.  Menehoud  by  the  postmaster  M.  Drooel^ 
formerly  n  dragoon  in  the  regiment  of  Conde.  Al 
half  past  sevon  m  the  evening  the  carriages  stopped  to 
change  horses  at  his  house;  he  thought  he  recollected 
the  queen,  and  imagined  that  the  king's  face  resem^* 
bled  the  impressions  stamped  upon  assignats.  Tho 
^ort  of  dragoons  increased  the  suspicion. 

*  Oa  the  night  of  the  iOth  of  June  the  roysl  family  ditappsst. 
ed.  SooD  after  their  departure,  it  was  discoTered  that «  sewer 
which  ma  under  the  princess  ElhalHsth's  apartment,  from  the 
casUe  of  the  Thailleriet,  and  eommunicaled  with  the  rirer,  nnder 
the  frst  arch  of  the  Pert  Royal^  had  heea  cleaned  out,  and 
covered  with  phuiks  aad  saad.  Through  this  it  was  supposed  the 
royal  family  escaped,  and  proceeded  along  the  riter  to  Saffre» 
where  a  strong  and  coarenient  coach,  made  for  the  purpose,  re» 
oelved  the  liing,  the  queen,  theI>aophin,  and  madame  Elizabeth. 
The  others  were  conveyed  la  poet^^haises.  Measienr  and  ma>* 
dame  too%  the  road  to  Moa^;  aad  the  king's  party  that  of 
Montmed/. 

M.  Drouet 
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'  M.  Drauet  soffered  the  fugitives  to  depart  at  ele? en 
o'clock*  without  notice;  but*  taking  a  companion 
with  him*  he  went  a  shorter  road  to  Varenoes.  With 
the  afsistenee  of  the  postmaster  thefe*  be  gave  the 
alarm*  and  overturned  a  loaded  waggon  on  the  bridge, 
which  detained  the  royal  travellers.  M.  Drouet  ud 
the  postmaster  of  Varennes*  who  had  likewise  been  a 
dragoon*  called  together  the  major*  the  procureur 
de  m  commune*  and  the  commandant  of  the  national 
guard*  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  number  of  the  patriots 
was  increased  to  eight  men.  The  commandant  and 
the  procureur  approached  the  principal  carriage*  and 
asked  the  names  of  the  travellers.  The  queen  petu* 
lantly  answered*  thej  were  in  haste*  and  producra  the 
passport*  which  was  thought  a  suflScient  warrant  bj 
jseveral  persons;  but  the  post-masters  combated  the 
opinion*  on  ihi  ground  of  its  hot  being  countersigned 
by  the  president  of  the  national  assembly;  and  asked 
why  a  Russian  baroness  should  be  escorted  by  the 
military  of  France?  It  was  determined  therefore  to 
stop  the  travellers;  and  as  they  entered  the  house  ot 
the  procureur*  the  king  throwing  off  his  disguise  re* 
snmed  his  dignity.  ''  I  am  your  king*  it  is  troe*^ 
said  he;  ''  these  are  my  wife  and  children.  I  charge 
you  to  treat  us  with  that  respect  which  the  French 
nation  have  always  manifested  towards  tbeir  sove*^ 
reign/'  The  national  guard  now  arrived  in  consider 
fable  numbers*  and  at  the  same  moment  the  hussars 
endeavoured  sword  in  hand  to  force  the  house  where 
the  king  was;  but  were  answered  by  the  national 
^  gui^rd*  that  tbey  should  never  carry  bira  off  alive. 
The  commandant  of  the  national  guard  had  placed  at 
oach  end  of  the  street  two  field  pieces*  which*  how« 
ever*  were  not  charged;  but  they  were  sufficient  to 
intimidate  the  hussars*  who*  upon  the  commandant 
ordering  the  artillery-men  to  tbeir  posts  with  their 
matches  in  their  hands*  relinquished  their  object*  and 
quietly  surrendered  the  king  to  the  custody  of  the 
national  guard.  They  were  conducted  back  to  Paris 
Vv  a  deputation  from  the  assembly. 
\  On 
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Ob  his  departore  from  the  ThuUIeries^  (be  king 
imprudently  left  bebiod  him  a  memorial^  in  which  he 
declared,  that  he  never  had  thought  anjr  sacriBce  too 
great,  for  the  restoration  of  order;  but  that  the 
destriictioa  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  triumph  of 
anarchy,  being  the  only  reward  of  all  bifr  efforts,  be 
thought  it  necessary  to  depart  from  it*  He  took  a 
rei^iew  of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  new  constitution, 
the  grievances  he  had  suffered  ;  and  protested  against 
every  thing  that  he  had  been  compelled  ta  acquiesce  in 
during  his  eaptivitf/. 

Different  parties  were  differently  agitated  by  this  ill* 
conducted  and  unfortunate  flight  of  the  king.  A  small 
republican  party  bad  already  began  to  appear;  and, 
dttrihg  the  king's  absence,  attempts  were  made  to  in* 
4vce  the  public  at  large  to  consider  the  royal  authority 
aa  DO  necessary  part  of  a  free  constitution.  But  the 
nunds  of  ^  men  were  not  at  present  sufficiently  prepared 
for  tbe  reception  of  this  doctrine.  The  idea,  however, 
having  been  thus  publicly  proposed,  left  some  im- 
pressions, which  in  time  contributed  to  give  rise  to 
loqKKtant  events.  Some  of  the  leading  men  were 
coovinced,  that  it  was  impossible  to  conduct  a  great 
empire  like  France,  well  and  prosperously,  without 
the  assistance  of  an  hereditary  chief:  they  were  de- 
urous  of  retaining  the  kingjat  the  head  of  affairs,  and 
therefore  determined  to  pass  over  the  flight  with  as 
mueb  silence  as  possible,  and  to  hasten  tbe  period 
when  their  new  constitution  should  be  complete.  But 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  this  sudden  fligbt  waa 
productive  of  fatal  effects  to  the  personal  safety  of  the 
nonarch.  Many  of  tbe  aristocratic  party,  thinking 
that  the  former  state  of  thii^s  would  be  speedily  re- 
stored, sent  in  resignations  of  their  seats  in  the  nationaV 
assembly.  Troops  were  levied  on  tbe  frontiers  in  the 
kind's  name;  who  took  care,  however,  to  disavow  any 
eonneetion  with  such  procedure.  Bouille  migrated; 
and  afterwards  sent  to  the  assembly  a  furious  threaten- 
ing letter :  ''  You  shall  answer,  said  he,  for  tbe  lives 
of  the  king  and  of  the  queen  to  all  the  monarchs 
4  of 
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bf  tbe  universe.  TdSch  but  a  single  hair  of  their 
lieads^  and  not  one  stone  shall  be  left  npon  another  in 
Paris.  I  know  the  roads;  I  will  conduct  the  foreign^ 
armies.  This  letter  is  but  the  forerunner  of  the  mani-* 
festo  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe."  We  forbear  to 
make  any  remark  on  the  inflajnmatory  language  con- 
tained in  this  letter^  the  formation  of  an  army  on  the 
frontiers  of  France^  and  the  flight  of  the  king  and 
tbe  royal  family  from  the  capital:  let  the  reader 
judgev 

In  the  mean  time  the  national  assembly  was  hasten- 
ing to  the  completion  of  the  new  constitution.  It 
was  finished  on  the  3rd  of  September^  1791,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  king  on  the  same  day.  On  the  13th  the 
king  announced,  by  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the 
assembly,  his  acceptance  of  the  constitution.  This 
event  was  ordered  to  be  notified  to  all  the  foreign 
courts,  and  (he  assembly  declared  a  general  amnesty 
with  respect  to  tlie  events  of  the  revolution.  On  the 
following  day  (he  king  repaired  in  person  to  the  na- 
tional assembly;  and  being  conducted  to  a  chair  of 
state  prepared  for  him  at  tbe  side  of  the  president,  he 
signed  the  constitutional  act,  and  again  took  an  oath 
of  fidelity  to  it.  He  then  withdrew,  and  was  attend-  . 
ed  back  to  the  Thailleries  by  the  whole  assembly,  with 
the  president  at  their  bead.  On  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, (he  national  asdenibiy,  which  has  since  been 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Constituent  ^ssembli/, 
dissolved  itself,  and  gave  place  to  the  succeeding 
legislative  national  assembly,  which  had  been  elected 
according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  new  con- 
stitution. 

The  king  opened  the  new  assembly  on  the  7th  of 
October,  with  much  apparent  union  on  all  sides.  His 
speech  recommending  unanimity  and  confidence  be- 
tween the  legislative  and  executive  powers,  was  re- 
ceived with  great  applause;  yet  the  character  of  the 
men  who  composed  the  new  national  assembly  was  in- 
auspicious to  the  court.  At  the  con^mencement  of 
tbe  revolutioDj  the  great  body  of  the  people  at  a  dit"^ 
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tftoce  from  the  capital  were  little  interested  io  thoB^ 
projects  which  occupied  the  more  turbulent  iphabitaQti 
of  Paris.  They  had  ffradually,  however^  been  roused 
from  their  lethargy.  The  Tariety  of  powers  conferred 
by  the  new  constitution  upon  the  people^  and  the 
multiplicity  of  offices  of  which  it  gave  them  patronage^ 
bad  kindled  in  the  minds  of  men  a  love  of  dominion 
and  a  wish  to  interfere  in  public  affairs.  ,  This  attach^ 
ed  them  to  the  new  order  of  things^  and  those  who 
were  most  loud  in  praise  of  the  rights  of  the  people^ 
became  speedily  the  favourites  of  the  public*  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  new  national  assenbljr  was 
chiefly  composed  of  men  whose  prinvples  were  bighljr 
democratic* 

When  the  assembly  first  met,  it  shovred  a  verv  tri- 
fling attention  to  formalities,  and  a  peevish  jealousjr 
of  the  ministers  of  the  crown.  On  the  9th  6f  No^ 
vember,  a  decree  was  passed^  that  the  emigrants  who; 
after  the  first  of  January  next,  (179%)  should  be 
found  assembled  in  a  hostile  manner^  bevond  the  froii-* 
tiers,  should  be  considered  as  gnilty  of  a  conspiracy^ 
and  suffer  death ;  that  the  French  princes,  jsnd  public 
fnnctionaries,  who  should  not  return  to  France  before 
that  period^  should  be  punishable  in  the  same  manner; 
and  their  property  forfeited  during  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  On  the  18th,  a  series  of  severe  decree^ 
was  aUo  passed  against  such  of  the  ejected  clergy  as 
Mill  refused  to  take  the  civic  oath.  To  both  thei 
$bove  decrees  the  king  opposed  his  veto,  or  negative. 
But  this  early  exercide  of  his  power  excited  a  most 
tioletit  cUmour,  and  became  the  means  of  exciting 
hew  suipicions  of  the  designs  of  the  court/ 

At  this  period  answeri  were  received  from  ihe  dif- 
ferent courts,  to  the  notification  sent  to  them  of  the 
king's  acceptance  of  the  new  constitution.  These 
were  generally  conceived  io  a  itile  of,  caution,  with  a 
tiew  to  avoid  giving  open  offerice.  Tbie  emperor  eyed 
])rohibited  all  aslsembli^es  6f  emigrants  within  hia 
states ;  and  the  king  intimated  to!  the  assembly  that  be 
bad  declared  to  the  elector  of  frev^  that,  unless  th^ 
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femigraats  »hoiiU  ceait  befove  tbe  15th  of  JaoUary  t^ 
nate  iiostile  ptvptraiioiis  witbio  bis  territoriefli  be 
^srould  be  eoosidered  as  tbe  eaamy  of  Fraoce.  AU 
this»  bowev^r,  did  aotfyreaervethe  rojal  family  from 
aiispicioii ;  for^  altboDgfa  tbe  dtflSerent  foreigo  courts 
bad  openly  declared  pmcific  iDteotioM^  yet  tbe  Fiench 
eaaigraali  boldly  auerted^  tfaat  all  Europe  was  actually 
armii^  ID  tfaeir  favour. 

The  unhappy  Louia,  placed  between  ja  repiiblican 
{)arty  that  was  gradually  gaising  atrengtb^  Md  an 
arifitocrattcal  party  that  was  inviting  Europe  to  arna 
(against  a  nation  of  which  be  was  the  constitutional 
<2faief,  and  a  combination  of  prinoes  ^  justly  suspected 
4>f  wishing  to  lieize  upon  bis  dominions^  stood  in  a 

^ituatiop 


a  Ta  ooraTcI  mor^  explicitly  the  cause  of  the  fatal  jealousies 
of  the  people  of  France,  aod  in  reality  of  all  the  unfortonate 
circumstances  which  afterwards  afflicted  that  unhappy  country,  it 
^ill  be  necessary  to  take  a  retrospectire  view  of  a  transacdoa 
wktoh  occurred  i)ro»lous  to  tkt  period  of  which  we  iire  now  treat* 
lag,  bu^  which  wa^  CTeip  then  bot  faintly  known  by  the  Tague 
insinuations  of  rumour,  or  by  the  unconnected  intimations  of 
some  whose  information  appears  to  have  been  rather  founded  jipon 
conjectttre  than  upon  competent  evidence. 

The  meetings  of  great  and  powerful  princes  hare  generally 
been  considered  as  joroinous  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
world.  Towards  the  close  or  the  summer  of  1791,  an  extraor* 
dinary  convention  of  this  kind  took  place  at  Pilnitz  in  Saxony, 
between  the  emperor  Leopold  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  between 
whom,  as  principals,  a  treaty  was  formed,  to  which  other  powers 
afterwards  acceded*  The  professed  object  of  thb  treaty  was  suf* 
ficiently  profligate  and  atrocious.  It  was  the  hostile  invasion  pf 
France,  and  the  now  modelling  of  the  government.  In  his  circu- 
lar letter  from  Pavia  of  the  6th  of  July,  1791,  the  emperor  had 
avowed  a  similar  intention,  and  had  incited  the  princes  of  Europe 
to  co-operate  with  him  in  a  resistance  to  those  principles  so 
DOjpous  to  arbitrojry  authority,  .wliich  had  pervaded  France,  and 
which  threatened  to  extend  over  the  whole  face  of  Europe.  The 
league  of  Pilnitz,  however,  in  which  the  empress  of  Russia  is 
also  to  be  considered  as  principally  concerned,  is  generally  sup- 
posed to  have  had  more  extensive  views,  and  tp  have  involved 
projects  still  more  offensive,  to  the  dictates  of  justice^  and  to  the 
•|ieace  of  Europe,  ^ht  partition  of  France  as  well  as  of  Poland, 
jOT  at  least  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  territories  of  bo^b, 
among  the  confederated  powers*  and  a  new  modelling  of  the  Ger- 
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situation  which  would  have  per)»lezed  the  most  skilful 
politician ;  and  it  is  do  pf  oof  of  incapacity  that  he 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  circumstances  which  might  have  over-> 
whelmed  any  known  measure  of  human  ingenuity,  v 

Addresses  at  this  period  were  daily  crowding  into 
the  assembly^  disapproving  the  conduct  of  the  court. 
M.  Montmorin  resigned;  M.  Delessart  succeeded 
him ;  and  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville  became  minister  of 
the  interior.  M.  du  Portail  resigned  also»  and 
M.  Nftrbonne  succeeded  him  as  minister  of  war.  In 
the  month  of  November^  M.  Bailly's  mayoralty  tea- 
minated ;  and  the  once  popular  La  Fayette  appeared 
as  a  candidate  to  succeed  him.  But  be  was  successi- 
fully  opposed  by  M.  Petion,  a  declared  republican, 
who  was  elected  mayor  of  Paris  by  a  great  majority 
of  votes. 

^  About  this  time  the  moderate  men^  who  were  friends 
of  the  constitution^  attempted  to  counteract  the  influ* 
ence  of  the  Jacobin  cluh  by  the  establishment  of  a 
similar  one.  It  derived  its  name  from  the  vacant  con- 
vent of  the  Feuillans,  in  which  it  assembled,    The 


manic  circles,  are  strongly  suspected  to  hare  been  the  real  princi- 
ples upon  which  this  infamous  compact  was  founded.  Dark  and 
mysterious  as  the  conduct  of  the  allied  courts  was,  relative  to  the 
substance  of  the  conference,  the  imprudence  of  some  of  the  lofe-i 
fior  agents  dropped  occasional  intimations  which  can  leave  little 
^oubt  of  the  criminality  of  their  designs* ,  This  Partition  Treaty^ 
{which  was  afterwards  made  public,)  between  the  courts  in  con^ 
certy  was  concluded  and  signed  at  PaWa,  In  the  month  of  July, 
1791,  and  was  signed,  Leopold^  Prince  Nassauy  Count  Florida 
Btanctiy  Bischoffswerder.  It  was  said  the  king  of  England  ac« 
ceded  to  this  treaty  in  March,  1702 ;  and  Holland  acceded  after. 
>rards.  When  couqt  d*Aranda  came  into  office  as  minister,  Spain 
renounced  the  part  it  had  taken  in  this  treaty,  but  gave  assurances 
pf  the  strictest  neutrality. 

The  couTention  of  Pitnitz  was  not  unknown  in  France,  though 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  but  imperfectly  under, 
stood.  It  was  impossible  then  in  the  nature  of  things  that  it  could 
be  known,  that  a  concert  of  princes  was  formed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  invadiqg  the  country,  of  oyertu ruing  the  constitution, 
of  re-establishing  despotic  authority,  and  that  the  minds  of  the 
people  should  not  be  agitated  with  fears  and  With  Suspicions:  and 
it  was  next  to  impossible,  that  a  part  of  these  suspicions  shouMI 
|iot  fall  upon  the  court. 
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most  active  members:  af  tbe  constituent  asiembly  be- 
longed  to  it>  such  as  Messrs.  D' Andre,  Barnave,  the 
Lameths,     I>a    Port,     Rabaudi    Siejes,    Chapelieri 
Thoureti  Labord;  Talleyrandi  Montesquieu,  Beau- 
metz,  &c.    Tbe  Jacobins  contrived  to  excite  a  riot  at 
tbe  place  of  their  meeCifig,  vrhich  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  ball  of  tbe  national  -assembly;     This  afforded  a 
pretext  for  applying  to  the  assembly  for  the  removal 
of  the  new  club,  which  was  iiSstantly  complied  with* 
At  the  close  of  1791^  the  kingdom  of  France  was 
by  no  means  prosperous*     The  public  revenue  had 
fallen  greatly  short  of  the  expenditure.    Tbe  emigrant 
nobility  had  carried  out  of  the  kingdom  the  greater 
part  of  the  current  coin;  and  a  variety  of  manufac- 
turers, who  depended  upon  their  ostentatious  luxury^ 
were  reduced  to  distress.     Tbe  dispositions  of  foreign 
courts  appeared  very  doubtfuh    The  new  year  17^ 
however,   opened  with  delusive  prospects  of  tr&n* 
quillity.     Tbe  German  princes  professed  themselviss 
satisfied  witb  the  mode  of  compensation  which  the 
French  had  offered  for  the  loss  of  their  possessions  in 
Alsace  and  Lorraine.    The  prmce  of  Lowestein  ac« 
cepted  an  indemnification.     The  princes  of  Hohenlohe 
and  Salm-Salm  declared  themselves  ready  to  treat  upon 
tbe  same  terms.     Prince  Maximilian,  and  the  dukes 
or  Wirtemburg  and  Deox-Ponts>  freely  negociated. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  state  in  detail  the  sobterfqges  em^ 
ployed,  in  the  mean  time,  by  tbe  crafty  Leopold,  for 
amusing  the  French  with  the  appearances  of  peace, 
though  his  heart  was  bent  upon  war.     M:  Deleasart, 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  thera>  and 
probably  to  tbe  undecided  character  of  Louis.    He 
tras  accused  by  Brissot  of  not  having  given  timely 
notice  to  tbe  national  assembly  of  tbe  dispositions  of 
foreign  powers,  and  of  not  pressing  proper  nieasures 
for  securing  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  nation.    A 
decree  of  accusation  passed  against  him ;  he  was  ap- 
prehended, tried  by  the  high  national  court  at  Orleans, 
imd  executed  in  consequence  of .  its  sentenee  passed 
•taainsthim« 
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Bot  ihe  ftudden  death  of  the  empemt  Leopold  the 
Second^  on  the  first  of  Mtrch^  1792,  gavoiiaetoa 
traalMsit  hope  that  peace  might  9tiU  be  preserved.  A 
wiipieioD  of  poison  fell  upoo  the  French^  but  that 
suspicion  was  fully  renoTed  bj  the  detail  of  his  disease 
that  was  speedily  published^  On  the  16th  of  the  same^ 
month,  the  king  of  Sweden  was  wotmAed  by  a  noble-> 
man  of  the  name  of  Aoberstrom,  at  a  masked  baU^ 
and  died  on  the  d9th.    This  enterprising  prince  hal 

.  0?ertarned  the  constitution  of  hi$  own  country;  he 
had  forosed  the  pr<\]ect  of  conductiBg  in  person  hia 
Iroops  to  the  frontiers  4)f  Frante,  and  of  commandtog 
or  accompanying  the  dombined  armies  of  Europe  in 
tiieir  attempt  to  atenge  the  cause  of  Louis.  It  wan  in 
a  great  measure  to  counteract  this  scheme  that  he  waa 
assassinated;  and  Ankerstrom  gloried  in  the  deed. 
The  sodden  falU  however,  of  these  two  princesj, 
rather  accelerated  than  retarded  the  meditated  hosr 
tilities*  The  young  king  of  Hungary,  Francis  the 
First,  who  succeeded  bitf  father  L^pold^  made  no 
secret  either  of  his  own  inteattom^  or  of  the  existence 
#f  a  confederacy  of  princes  against  the  new  constitu^ 
lion  of  France. 

M.  Dumotirier  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  war-^ 
eflSce,  M.  Roland  was  minister  of  the  interior,  and 
M.  ClaYiere  minuter,  of  finance.  The  Jacobioswere 
in  the  plentitude  of  their  power.  The  court  was 
compelled  to  give  way  to  the  torrent.  The  property 
of  the  emigrants  was  cof^scated,  reserving  only  the 
rights  of  creditocs.  The  imperial  minfeter^  princq 
]U4inits>  now  demanded  Uiree  things  of  France; 
lst>  The  restitution  of  their  fieudal  rights  to  th«  Gerr 

•  man  princes;  Sdly,  To  restore  Avignen  to  the  pope^ 
and  lastly,  prince  Kaunita  demanded,  that,  ''  the 
neighbouring  powers  should  have  no  reason  for  appre- 
hension, from  the  internal  government  of  France.'^: 
On  receiving  these  unqualified  demandsi,  Louis  pro^ 
posed  a  declaration  of  war>  which  was  decreed  by  tk^ 
national  assembly  on  the  20th  of  April  HSS. 
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.  The  Frencl^  imncdtatelj  coomi^nced  hoitilitieB,  by 
ittackic^  intbree  difibrent  c<44Ioid8  tbe  Au$triM 
l^etberlaods,  M.  Dilion  advanced  from  Lisle  U^ 
Touraay^ .  wheie  be  found  a  »troii^  body  of  Auatriaaa 
leady  to  .receive  hiiQ.  The  nationai  troo|i9>  umjc^ 
customed  to  sustain  the  fire  of  regular  seldierSi.  were 
instantly  thrown  into  coofusiony  and  fled  tp  tbe  galea 
of  LisliL  Tbe  cr^  of  treason  resounded  on  all  sides  ^ 
and  their  commander,  an  experienced  and  faithful 
officer^  waa  murdered  by  bis  own  soldiers  and  the 
mob*  A  second  division  of  ^tro,  thousand  men>  und^ 
general  9iron,  took  possession  of  Qulveraan  on  tbe 
29tb«  and  marebed  towards  Mons.  He  was  tbere 
attacked  by  the  Austriaos,  whom  be  repulsed.  Hear-^ 
ing«  however,  of  tbe  defeat  of  Dillon,,  be  retreated^ 
A  third  pnrty  advanced  to  Fumes,  but  without  per- 
forming any  kind  of  service,  Ia  Fayette  also  ad-* 
vanced  towards  Boovines^  from  which  be  afterwardi 
retreated  with  barren  laurels.  These  expeditions  were 
ill  contrived,  in  as  much  as  they  divided  the  French 
troops,  and  exposed  them  in  small  bodies  io  (he  attack 
pf  veteran  forces.  Tbe  Austrians  were  some  time  her' 
fore  they  attempted  to  retaliate.  At  length,  on  the 
11th  pf  June,  they  attacked  M.  Gouvioo»  wbo  com* 
manded  the  advanced  guard  of  La  Payette's  army 
near  Maubeuge.  M .  Gouvion  was  killed;  but  on  Le 
Fayette  himself  coming  up,  tbe  Austrians  abandoned 
the  field. 

Matters,  hpwever,  were  hastening  in  Paris  towards 
a  crisis.  Two  parties,  both  of  which  were  hostile  to 
the  new  constitution,  bad  been  gradually  formed^ 
The  one  wished  to  give  more  effectual  support  to  (he 
royal  authority,  by  establisfai ng  a  senate  of  two  cham^' 
hers,  to  assist  the  king  in  depressing  popular  entbu^ 
siasm;  while  tbe  other  party  wished  t^i  aet  a^'de 
loyalty  altogether,  and  to  bazaFd  tbe  bold  ear perimerit 
of  converting  France  into  an  absolute  republit.  These 
were  su{»ported  by  the  Jacobin  elub,  wbich  had  coo* 
trived.to  coneentrate  in  itself  great  iefiuence.  {Vm 
pular  societies  devoted  to  its  interest  we^e  established 
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in  every  town  and  village  throughout' fhe  proyincetf; 
With  these  b  regular  correspondence  watf  kept  up  hy 
writing  and  by  emissaries.  Thus  their  schemes  and 
notions  were  readily  propagated  through  the  king- 
dom, and  all  the  violent  spirits  which  it  contained 
were  enabled  to  act  in  concert:  but  the  more  imme-^ 
diate  engine  of  the  republican  party  consisted  of  the 
immense  population  of  the  metropolis;,  whom  they 
BOW  endeavoured  to  keep  in  constant  alairnr. 

For  this  purpose  they  alledged,  thaf  an  Austrian 
conspiracy  in  favour  of  the  enemies  of  the  country, 
existed  among  the  queen's  friends  at  court.  Gensonne 
and  Brissot  even  oflfei'ed  in  the  assembly  to  prove  the 
existence  6f  this  Austrian  committee.  A  report  was 
also  circulated,  that  the  king  intended  to  abscond  from 
the  capital  on  the  23rd  of  May.  His  majesty  pub- 
licly contradicted  these  accusations  as  calumnies;  but 
bis  voice  made  no  impression  upon  the  public' 

New  decrees  were  now  made  against  the  refractory 
etergy,  but  these  his  majesty  refused  to  sanction.     A 

{'yroppsal  was  also  made  and  decreed  in  the  assembly  to 
brni  a  camp  of  twenty  thousand  men  under  the  wallf 
df  Paris,  and  for  this  levy  it  was  determined  (bat 
every  canton  in  the  kingdom  should  contribute  one 
Norseman  and  four  infantry.  The  national  guard  of 
Paris  disliked  the  proposal,  and  the  king  gave  it  his 
oegative.  * 

Indeed  at  this  time  the  king  seems  to  have  come  tor 
a  resolution  of  standing  out  against  the  Jacobin  party, 
to  which  he  had  for  some  time  yielded.  The  ministry 
were  therefore  dismissed,  excepting  Dumourier,  ana 
others  were  appoii>ted  in  their  stead.  By  this  event 
Dumourier  lost  the  confidence^  of  the  Jacobin  club^' 
He  saw  his  error,  resigned  his  office  and  joined  the  army^ 
'  In  the  mean  time  a  decree  had  been  passed,  au-* 
thorising  the  manufactory  of  pikes  for  the  purpose  of 
afming  cheaply  the  lower  class  of  citizens.  All  means 
were  used  to  render  the  king  odious  by  inflammatory 
writings  and  harangues;  and  in  both  of  these  the  fft^' 
nous  Marat  was  supposed  to  be  at  the  head* 
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.  Ob  tbe  2001^^  qf -JiiQe,  M.  Roedcrer,  the  prbcureur 
geoeral  syndicj  informed  tbe  D^tianal  asaembl;^  that^ 
contrary  to  law,  formidable  bodies  of  armed  mea 
were  preparing  to  present  petitions  to  tbe  king,  and  to 
the  national  aasemblj.  A  pa/t  of  them  speedily  ap- 
peared, with  St.  Huruge,  ai^d  Santerre,  a  brewer,  at 
their  bead.  They  'marche^  through  the  hall  in  a  pro- 
cession that  lasted  two  hours,  to  the  number  of  about 
•  '  forty  thousand.  They  surrounded  the  palace  of  the 
Thuilleries.  Tbe  gates  were  thrown  open;  and>  on 
an  attempt  to  break  the  door  of  the  apartment  wlu;re 
the  king  then  was,  he  ordered  them  to  be  admitted; 
His  sister  tbe  princess  Elizabeth  never  departed  from 
Kis  Mde  during  five  hours  that  he  was  surrounded  by 
the  multitude^  and  compelled  to  listen  to  every  indig- 
nity. AH  this-  while  Petion,  the  mayor  of  Paris,  waa 
unaccountably  absent.  He  at  lepgtb,  however,  ar- 
rived, and  also  a  deputation  from  the  assembly.  The 
x|ueeo,  with  her  children  and  tbe  princess  de  Lam^ 
balle,  were  in  the  council-chamber,  where,  though 
protected  from  violence,  they  were  yet  exposed  to 
much  insdlt.  At  last,  in  consequence  of  tbe  ap- 
proach of  evening*  and  of  the  entreaties  of  Petion^ 
tbe  multitude  gradually  dispersed  and  retired  to  their 
dwellings.  - 

Tbe  indigniti^  suffered  on  this,  day  by  the  royal  fft- 
Itnily  were  in  some  respects  not  unfavourable  to  their 
cause.  A  great  number  of  respectable  inhabitants  of 
the  capital  were  ashamed  of  such  gross  proceedings^ 
The  directory  of  the  department  of  Paris,  at  the  head 
of  which  were  M.  Rochefoucault  and  M.  Talleyrand, 
published  a  declaration  disapproving  the  conduct  o^ 
the  mayor,  and  of  M.  Manuel  the  procureur  of  tbe 
commune,  whom  they  afterwards  suspended  from 
their  offices,  although  they  were  speedily  restored  by 
a  decree  of  tbe  assemblyt  At  the  same  time  Ia 
Fayette,  leavii^  his  army  suddenly,  appeared  on  the 
26tb  at  tl|e  bar  of  the  national  assembly.  He  de* 
clared  that  he  came  to  express  the  indignation  which 
^e  whole  army  felt  on  account  of  the  events  of  the 
4  20th: 
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SOth:  be  called  upoo  the  assembly  to  punisb  the  pro* 
moters  of  theie  etents,  and  to  dissolve  the  facttoua 
ckibs.  Tills  bold  harangue  of  La  Fajette  threw  the 
Jacobins  into  censlernation,  and  from  that  period  they 
neter  ceased  to  calumniate  his  character. 

On  the  fir«t  of  July,  on  the  motion  of  Jean  de 
Brae^  the  assembly  ordered  a  proclamation  to  be 
tnade,  that  the  country  was  in  danger.  OntheStfa^ 
Iiouis  gaver  intimation  that  the  king  of  Prussia  was 
marching  with  fifty  thousand  men  to  co-operate 
against  France.  The  French  arms  were  at  this  time 
aofoewhat  successful  in  (he  Austrian  Netherlands;  but 
the  cabinet  speedily  thought  it  necessary  to  order  the 
armies  to  retreat:  a  measure  which  was  afterwards 
publicly  censared  by  maresthal  Luckner.  On  the 
S5th,  the  duke  of  Brunswick  issued  at  Goblentz  his 
celebrated  manifesto.  It  declared  the  purpose  of  the 
intended  invasion  of  France  to  be  the  restoration  of  the 
French  king  to  full  authority.  It  declared  the  na* 
tioaal  guard  of  France  responsible  for  the  preservation 
of  tranquillity;  and  threatened  with  the  punishment 
of  deaths  as  rebels  to  their  king,  those  who  should  ap- 
pear in  arms  against  the  allied  powers.  All  men 
holding  offices^  civil  or  military,  were  threatened  in 
the  same  manner,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  all 
eities.  Paris,  in  particular »  and  the  national  assem- 
blT>  were  declared  responsible  for  every  insult  which 
might  be  ofiered  to  the  royal  family.  It  was  de- 
clared, that  if  tbey  were  not  immediately  placed  in 
safety,  the  allies  were  resolved  to  inflict  ^'  on  those 
who  shonld  deserve  it  the  most  exemplary  and  ever- 
memorable  avenging  punishments,  by  giving  up  the 
city  of  Paris  to  military  execution,  and  exposing  it  to 
total  destruction;  and  the  rebels,  who  sbould  be 
gttilty  of  illegal'  resistance,  should  sujfisr  the  punish- 
ments which  they  should  have  deservl^d.'* 

This  sanguinary  and  imprudent  manifesto  operated 
as  a  death  wsirrant  for  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVL 
It  left  no  middle  way  in  the  nation.  All  who  wished 
to  preserve  freedom  in  any  formj  and  all  who  loved 
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tfie  uidepeadlenM  of  tbeif  eovntry;  were  iiMtaotly 
vmted*  At  the  same  timi  the  reproaches  east  ea  the 
kieg  hy  theJacebim  gained  universal  credit.  The 
repohKcan  party  soon  fek^  their  adTaotage^  and  re^ 
aolved  upon  the  deposition  o^  the  king*  The  chief 
engine  wl^ich  they  meant  to  *euiployj  consisted  of 
about  fifteen  hundred  <tBep^  who  had  coEine  to  Paris  at 
the  period  of  the  coofMeratiirii  on  the  i4th  of  Jaly> 
and  were  therefore  called  ^(^^Sj  and  sometimel 
Marseiltais,  from  the  placed  from  which  the  greater 
mimber  of  them  came;  Next  to  these^  dependence 
was  placed  in  the  populafee  of  the  suburbs  of  thectf^ 
pital.  Various  charges  were  first  brought  against  La 
Fayette,  and  the  8ih  of  August  was  appointed  for 
^eir  discussion.  ^      - 

In  the  aaean  time/ on  the  9d  of  August,  M.  Petion^ 
the  mayor,  at  the  head  of  n  deputation  from  the  secK 
lions  of  Paris,  appeared  at' the  bar  of  the  a«iembly> 
and  in  a  solemn  speech  demanded  the  deposition  of  the 
king<  The  discussion  of  the  accusation  against  La 
Fayette  was  considered- as-  a  frial  of  st««ngth  between 
the  parties:  he  was  acquitted  by  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty^two  voices;  and  the  republicaa 
party,  despairing  of  carryiag  their  point  by  a  vote  of 
the  natfonal  assembly,  resolved  to  have  recourse  to 
violence. 

On  the  9th  of  Augusti  about  fifteeu  hundred  gen^ 
tiemen,  ofiicera  of  the  aVmy,  «nd  others,  repaired  to 
the  palace,  and  resolved  io  protect  the  royal  family, 
or  to  die  in  their  defence:  added  to  these  were  seven 
hundred  Swiss  guards,with  a  body  of  cavalry  amount** 
tng  to  about  one  thousand.  Mandat,  the  comomnder 
of  the  national  guards,  a  ibao  firmly  attached  to  the 
constitution,  had  procured  two  thousand  four  bun* 
dred  of  that  corps,  and  twelve  pieces  of  cannom 
With  such  a  force,  if  has  been  generally  thought,  that; 
by  vigorous  and  steady  councils,  the  palace  might 
have  been  auccessfully  defended ;  and  WMt  was  called 
a  Revolution,  might  have  borne  the  name  of  a  Re*- 
tettian.    h%  the  mean  time  the  assembly  declared  iti 
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«  iftliags  pernMyaeot.  Petioo  wm  at  the  palace  late  on 
tbe  twmog  of  the  9tb.  Smae  appvebensions^  were 
•ntertained  for  bis  safety*  and  a  deputatioR  from  tbe 
asseHibljr.broiigbt  bim  awsy^  At  loidBight  tbe  toesia 
or  alanaa-bell  80Uiided>  and  tbe  drusK  beat  to  arma 
tbrougb  tbe  city.  At  tbi»  iastant  m  number  of  tbe 
-most  a«ti?e leaders  of  tbe  repubKcaa  party  asseoabled, 
aod  elected  a  new  eouaetl.or  comnune.  The  persooa 
tbus  cbosen  took  posseimoii  of  tbe  coiMao0  haU>  and 
drote  out  tbe  raeabers  of  4be  former  assembly;  who, 
witb  tbat  weakness  with  wbicb  men  ace  apt  to  sbriok 
from  stations/ of  responsibility  in  perilous  times,  bas- 
tily  S*^^  place  to  |be  new  couneiK  The  new  com* 
niioe  sent  repealed  mdraages  to  M.  Mandat,  requiring 
his  attendance  upon  important  business.  He  was  oe* 
eu^wd  in  arranging  the  troops  in  tbe  best  order 
around  tbe  palace;  but»  suspecting  nothing,  be  wesit 
to  theeoodmon  hall,  and  was  there  astonish^  to  find  a 
different  assembly  from  what  be  expected.  He  was  io- 
atuntly  af  aused  of  a  plot  to  massacre  tbe  people^  and 
ordered  to  prison;  but  as  he  descended  tbe  stairs,  he 
wsis  shot  witb  a  pistol,  and  Santerre.  was  appointed  in 
his  stead  to  coouoand  the  national  guard. 

On  this  eventful  night  no  person  in  the  palace  went 
to  bed.  About  six  in  tbe  morning  of  the  10th  the 
king  descended  into  the  gardens  to  review  tbe  troopsw 
He  im§  received  with  shouts  of.'^  Vltveleroi/'  ex* 
eepting  ffom  the  artillery,  who  shouted  ''  yive  la  no* 
tion."  Taking  returned  to  lh<ip|iK|ce,  and  the  mul- 
titude continued  to  collect.  Tb«  national  guard 
seemed  undetermined  as  to  tbe  method  they  ought  to 
pumuef  as  they  aasembled  in  divisions  near  tM  pa- 
jace;  aod,  had  »  steady  resistance  been  made  from 
jaritbin,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  joined  the 
royal  party.,  ^ut  towards  eight  o'clock  M.  Hoederer 
procured  admittance  to  the  palace,^  and  told  the  king 
that  armed  multitudes  were  assembling  in  hostile  ar-» 
ray  around  the  Tbuilleries;  that  tbe  national  guard 
was  not  to  be  depended  up^n;  and  that,  in  case  of  re- 
•istance»  tbe  whole  royal  family  would  most  certainly 
S  be 
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W  iDftssacred.  He  therefore  advised  the  4ii^  to  teek 
protection  ib  the  ball  of  the  oational  asseiQbty.  With 
this  advice  the  king  wa«  ready  to  comply;  but  the 
queen  opposed  with  Yehemenc^  the  humiliating  pro*' 
posal.  Becomfflg>  gradually,  however^  alarmed  for 
the  safety  of  her  childreD,  she  gave  her  consent;  and 
tfie  king  and  queen,,  the  princess  Elisabetbj  with  the 
prince  and  princess  royal,  went  on  foot  to  the  hall  of 
the  assembly.  ^^  I  am  come  hither,  said  the  king,  to 
prevent  a  great  crime.  Among  yon^  gentlemen^  I  be* 
Heve  myself  in  safety,"  ; 

Now  by  an  article  of  the  constitution,  the  assembly 
could  not  deliberate  in  the  presence  of  the  king:  tlie 
royal  family  were,  therefore,  placed  in  a  narrow  box 
'  separated  from  the  halt  ^  by  a  railing,  where  they  re^ 
roajned  fourteen  hours  without  any  place  to  which 
lliey  could  retire  for  reiVeshnieot,  excepting  a  very 
small  closet  adjoining.  Here  they  sat  lislenii^  to  de« 
bates,  in  which,  as  th^  were  on  the  principles  of  re- 
publicanism, the  royal  character  and  office  were  treated 
^  with  every  mark  m  degradation. 

When  Louis  left  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  he 
forgot  to  order  it  to  be  immediately  surrendered^  He 
recollected  this  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  assembly,  and 
sent  orden  for  the  purpose;  but  it  waa  then  too  late. 
The  insurgents  amounted  to  upwards  of  twenty  tfiou- 
sand  effective  men,  commanded  by  Westernan,  a* 
Prussian,  with  about  thirty  pieces  «f  camion.  Those 
persons  who  were  within  the  paiace,  add  who  had  as- 
sembled with  a  view  tcPprotect  the  king's  person,  were 
now  dispirited,  and  knew  not  how  to  act.  The  com-' 
mander  of  the  Swiss,  M.  Affry,  was  absent;  and  the 
national  guard  had  no  leader,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Mandat.  About  nine  o'clock  the  outer 
gates  were  forced  open;  and  the  insurgents  formed 
Iheir  line  in  front  of  the  place.  A  bloody  combat 
commenced,  chiefly  between  the  Marseillois  and  the 
Swiss.  After  a  brave  resistance  of  about  an  hour,  Ike 
Swiss  were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  gave  way; 
AU  of  (hem  that  .could  be  fdlind  in  the  palace  were 
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muoaorad;  80010  evea  while  imploring  quuiM  o« 
^ir  koees.     Otbers  escaped  into  tbe  city,  mnd  wer^ 
jirqte^iitd  by  individuils.     Of  this  brave  regimeait 
only  two  hundred  survived ;  but  every  huoMin  betii^, 
a?an  tbe  lowest  aerv^^ts  found  10  tlie  palace^  were  put 
to  death.     The  Swiss  taken  prisoners  in  various  quar- 
ters were  condacted  to  the  door  of  the  assembly,  awd 
taken  by  a  decree  under  the  protection  of  the  state* 
But  the  multitude  insisted  upon  putting  tbeaK  to  10- 
itant  death ;  and  tbe  assembly  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity^ have  been  unable  to  protect  tbem^  bad  not  the 
Mar/wiUois  interfered  i«  their  favour. 
.  The  suspension  of  the  royal  authority  was  instantly 
deoreedj  and  the  nation  was  invited  to  elect  a  conve»- 
tion  to  deter  mine  tbe  nature  of  its  future  government. 
.Oo  thiis  occasion  all  Frenchmen  of  twenty-one  yeara 
oC  age  were  declared  capable  of  eleetiogt  and  of  be- 
i«g  ^etedi  d^aties  to  the  new  national  convention* 
Commissioners  were«  in  tbe  mean  time^  sent  00  tbe 
fame  eveping  to  give  to  the  armies  an  account  of  these 
transactions.     The  royal  family  wove  sent  to  tbe  old 
palace  of  the  Teidpte  in  tke  midst  of  tbe  city,  to  re- 
main there  under  a  strict  guard :  and  all  petsoM  of 
lank  who  bad  been  attach^  to  tbem  were  seined  and 
C<HBinitted  jkO(  different  prisons* 

To  give  an  idea  of  tbe  temper  of  tbe  people  of  Paria 
at  this  memorable  cos^unetute,  it  must  be  rec^Mded  to 
tbeir  honow,  Uiat  at  tbe  same  instaol  when  the  mul- 
tit«ide  were  massacring  tbe  menial  servants  .in  the  pa-^ 
le«e»  and  could  scarcely  be  restrained  fromr  offering 
'aielence  to  eyery  person  devoted  to  the  royal  cause«. 
tb^y  ^v^M^ld  raffer  no  one  act-  of  pittage  to  peas  uapu^ 
laihed^  Sevierali  attempts  of  tbit  kind  wceo  Sjccord^ 
lAgiy  fallevMid  k^  tbe  instant  death  of  tbe  criminah. 
Tbo  platen  tho^weK  and  money,  fomid  in  the  Thuil-p 
leries»  were  Itf ought  to  the  national  asaembly,  aliA 
thrown  down  in. tM  ball,  On^man,  whoasdeessand 
appearance  bcapokn  eatieme  povetty^  cait  iipon  tbe 
table  a  hat  lull  of  g^dd-^udi  was  the  eanduet  of 
•Mft  wli4ia  ntodi.  vwia  »lei»ll»i  faf^  eethuiatfn,  and 
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yendeied  frantic  by  falfe  tettoBS  of  liberty^  or  of  m 
wpublicaii  gOYermnent. 

•  The  mtiMtioD  of  Prance  now  became  exUemelj  otv' 
tieal,  aod  it  was  very  doubtful  wbetber  the  o^w  coa-^ 
iNSotioQ  would  be  auffered  to  assemble.  La  Fayette 
bad  get  speedy  ioteUtgenoe  of  the  events  of  the  lOt^ 
of  August.  He  adiriied  the  magistrates  of  Sedan  to 
imprison  tbe  commtsstoaers  from  the  natieoal  asserab^jr 
when  tbey  should  arrive  there;  which  was  accord^ 
ingly  done;  He  also  published  an'  address  to  bar 
army,  calltng  upon  tbem  to  support  the  king  and  Hbm 
constitution;  but,  finding  tbey  were  not  to  be  do« 
pended  upon,  ou  the  19ib  of  August  he  left  his  camp 
»  the  night,  accompanied  only  b^  his  staff  and  a  fear 
aenraots.  They  took  the  route  of  Rocfaefort  in  liegcu 
which  was  a  neutral  country;  but  were  met  by  a 
iparty  of  tbe  repobiicana,  who  took  them  prisonen^ 
and  they  were  detained  in  Prussian  and  Aostrian  dnn^. 
goons  till  autama,  1794r« 

General  Dillon  bad  at  first  catered  iato  the  aenti^ 
menta  of  La  Fayette;  but  tbe  politic  Duttoarier  di*» 
verted  him  from  bis  purpose,  aad  by  this  means  ro^ 
gataed  his  credit  with  the  Jacobias»  insomocb  that  ba 
was  appointed  eomnuinder'^inrcbief.  The  othev  ge«> 
aerals,  Biron>  Montesquieu,  Kellerman,  and  Castiaew 
made  no  opposition  to  the  will  of  tbe  aatiaaal  aa« 
aeaibly,  and  retained  their  appointments. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  coinhined  armies  of  Austria 
and  Prussia  had  catered  France.  The  duke  of  BitiOs* 
wick'b  armv  was  above  fifty  thousand  strong.  Ge- 
neral Clairuit  had  joined  him  with  fifteea  thousand 
Attstrians,  and  a  coosiderable  body  of  Hessians,  along 
with  twenty  thousand  Frencb  emigranto,  amounting 
jn  atl  to  ninety  tboutfand.  To  oppose  these,  Du- 
mourier  had  only  seventeen  thousand  men  collected 
near  tbe  point  firaoi  wbicb  tbe  enemy  were  approach- 
ing ia  liiueaiboargi  'Ihe  French  emigranta  bad  im- 
posed upon  tbe  duke  of  Brunswick  such  an  account 
of  the  uistfacted  state  of  their  own  country^  and  of 
ih$  jpwtandfd  diat^tioA  of  aU  orden»  of  men  to« 
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wtrds  the  niKng  pvty  in  Pum,  tlmC  no  mkUmce  of 
•njT  imporUince  wiis  expected.  When  the  combined 
tfoops,  eongistin^  either  of  steady  Austrian  or  Hun- 
garian battalions^  or  of  those  well-discipUned  Prut* 
stans  which  the  great  Frederic  had  inored  to  militarj 
discipUne,  were  reviewed  in  .Germany,  before  setting 
Mit  on  their  march,  it  ia  said  that  the  spectators, 
aaoong  whom  the  French  cause  waa  not  unpopular, 
beheld  them  viih  anxiety  and  ri^et,  and  pitied  the 
imbappy  country  against  which  this  immense  force 
was  directed*  The  b^ioning  of  their  progress  jus* 
iiied  these  expectations,  but  they  were  soon  after 
frtiitrafed.  Longwy  surrendered  on  the  2Snd  of  Au<- 
foatf  after  a  siege  of  fifteen  hours,  although  well  for- 
tified, posse^Ml  of  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  five 
kondred  men,  and  defended  by  seventy  pieces  of  eati- 
Don.  The  news  of  this  event  irritated  the  assembly  so 
BBtich,  that  they  decreed,  whenever  retaken,  the  houses 
of  the  citixens  should  be  razed  to  the  ground.  On 
the  1st  of  September,  Verdun  was  snmmoned;  and 
hare  the  municipality  compelled  the  governor  M. 
Beaurepaire  to  surrender.  That  officer,  disappointed 
and  enraged,  because  he  was  not  permitted  to  defend 
htiBstlf  any  longer  with  honour,  shot  himself  in  pre* 
amceof  ttie'couucil;  and,  on  the  foHowtogday,  the 
Prussian  troops  entered  the  town  \ 

The 


.  e  The  garrison  of  Verdun  obtained  liberty  to  retire  iato  tbe  ia^ 
terior  of  France.  After  the  capture  of  the  town,  the  kiog  of 
friMStaand  duke  of  Brunswick  ordered  the  adnuaistrators  of  the 
/lepartment  of  the  Meose  to  repair  to  Verdun,  to  regulate  the  af- 
fairs ^of  the  department,  on  pain' of  death  in  case  of  disobedi* 
ence*  The  Prussian  general  also  ordered  the  recel? er^general  of 
the  department  of  the  Moselle  to  come  before  him,  and  render  an 
account  of  his  receipts.  This  the  receiver  was  compelled  to  do ; 
and  the  whole  being  audited,  and  the  sum  in  his  hands  paid,  the 
Prussian  general  gave  hiro  an  aequlttaaee  in  the  following  terms  •• 
^<  Received  for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  French  people,  and  of 
Loots  XVI.  king  of  the  French,  such  a  snm,  being  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  received  from  such  a  time  to  snch  a  time,  according  to 
{he  decrees  of  the  National  Assembly,  and  for  this  sum  I  grant  % 
eompleat  acquittance  in  'tiM  name  of  liie  French  aation  and  the- 
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Thft  newt  of  the  capture  of  Verduo,  Md  tff  the 
•ppffooch  of  (be  Prussiftw,  vpteaA  kiatenl  alaria 
tbrougbfrat  Paris.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  a  to^ 
l«0teer  eorps,  which  should  wt  out  inmedfatelj  to 
meet  the  eoeoiT*  The  council,  which  wa^  now  led  by 
Robespjerre^  Dantooj  Marat,  and  othdrs  of  the  most 
iftiigoiMr J  cfaaraoler,  ordered  die  alarm^gims  to  bA 
filed,  and  the  populace  to  be  sommonid  to  eaeet^n  the 
Champ  de  Mars,  to  enrol  theoiselves  to  march  against 
the  imraders*  The  people  assembled,  ^  and,  as  is 
supposed,  in  consequence  of  a  premeditated  plan,  a 
number  of  Toices  exclaimed,  that  '^  the  domestic 
foes  of  the  nation  ought  first  to  be  destroyed,  before 
its  foreign  enemies  were  attacked/'  In  an  instant 
parties  of  armed  men  proceeded  to  the  prisons  whem 
the  ooo-julring  clerg^,  the  Swiss  officers,  and  tboae 
confined  since  the  10th  of  August,  on  a  charge  of 
md-practkes  against  the  state,  wenie  detained  in  cue* 
tody.  On  the  2nd  of  September,  thejf  liberated  all 
those  who  wese  confined  for  debt  From  se¥eii 
o'clock  on  Sunday  erening  till  day^break  on  Monday, 
slaughter  pervaded  in  the  prisons  of  Paris.  Thej 
took  out  the  suspected  persons  one  by  one,  gave  them 
a  kind  of  mock  trial  before  a  jury  of  themaelves,  ac-^ 

5uitted  some  few,  and  deliberately  murdered  the  rest 
Lroofig  these  was  the  princess  de  Lamballe.  Sbe  was 
taken  from  her  bed  before  this  bloody  tribunal,  and 
massacred;  her  head  was  carried  by  the  populace  to 
the  Tempfe,  and  exhibited  to  the  queen,  whose  friend 
she  was.  These  massacres  lasted  for  two  days,  and 
Upwards  of  one  thousand  persons  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the 
savage  barbarity  of  the  mob*. 

In 


king.^  Tka  same  geaerai  thea  gave  orders  to  the  president  of  the 
departmeDt  to  convene  the  primary  assemblies  aecordiog  to  the 
eoastitationi  as  accepted  bj  the  king,  and  then  to  proceed  to  the 
-election  of  new  deputies  to  the  national  convention. 

*  Madame  de  LambaUe  was  murdered  on  the  ad  of  September ; 
and  whea  the  multitade  if  ere  carrying  the  head  of  that  princess  to 
the  Temple,  their  violence  and  impetuosity  was  abated  bj  the  foU 
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lathe  mew  tiipe^^mr^l  Duoiouifer  was  tekiogthe 
best  0icuw»  to.  impede  tbe  progreal»  of  ibfi  eiieiiijib 
till  the  «rmjr  oS  KeU^maa,  cooftistiiig  ^i  twealj 
tliouraaA  oie«^  could  joio  bim  firdo  £fftaiiie>.  Mii 

,  <lbtft 

•BiM^  fNPeviQias  ta  Ihoif  (f#«rival  e  •  '    .  •       •     f     ' 
./^  Citizens,  .    ^; 

You  wVo'tb  a  ^ust  venjeaQce, 
*  ^*  Know  IkW^'M  joftitte  Iotc  of  ordefy 
^    \';  Rc^ptetHliif'bil'rler: -<>*      •  ' 

It  isltferss^tjr  to  ^9r  Tigihinps^v 
Andio  ouprctpfosibilUy.''  , 
The  people  armed  9t  the  l^emple  at  three  o'clock;  when  •  sen-* 
timent  of  Veneratioo  stopped  theflfi  at  t^e  ^ight  of  this  insar- 
iiaiiBtabto^rrier;  Scy  great  wa§  their  enflttimmn  Mid  respect'fof 
Urn  ctestiiuted  avthorttjei^  tUt  tlia^  a{iproachc^die  ptacairi,  add 
pissed  it  wMh  reUg^onf  ^raHofi*  7wo  cof]^is9M»iiers  tbeo*  mi^ 
▼anced  towards  the  muUitude^  and  th«  people  addressed  ttiem|jl 
ihe  foltowlhg  teroii :  ^'  IVfa^sirates  t^at  we  'honour,  we  do  not 
come  to  lay  hatadS)  we  dbrndt  c^ll  it  sadrilbge,  on  the'hostage  con- 
ided  to.yaur^Tigilanca^  but*  w6  •daiifw  tbatHi lumbar  fixed  bjr 
yourselT^t  aho^U  aco#nv9aff34'Uiis  impiovt  lien  A  ^Q  the  foot  of  tlio 
throne*  Wp  dfsirf^  tha^  tha3^  w.ho  ario  the  cause  of  so  maaj  mis^ 
chiefs  should  see  the  s^d  and  fatal  result  pf  their  conspiracies  and 
infernaf  plots."  In  consequence  of  thiB  address,  Messrs.  Cbari 
dter,  Gtiicliard,  and  PaflOBi  jte^fred  to  ndice  known  to  the  king 
tke ef ants  which  buppened^  with  all  poMiUe.dt iicaojr.  The  queoB 
and  madameEliaabctb  maoifested  greftt  sambiUtj  oo  the  occvMioq-j 
))ut  the  conduct  of  the  king  seems  qf  a  diffefcnt  nature;  for  he 
said,  with  ah  appearance  of  composure,  to  tlfe'  person  wha 
Ithewed  hini  the  head  of  nadame  de  Lambaile,  *^^  Vous  arez  raisonj 
aoottsioar!'^  that  is,  <«  Yon  did;right,  6iri*»  . 

The  following  interesting  aad  aJTeotieg  aneedola,  which  beara 
fome  resembiancc  to  the  storj  of  the  Greqian4aughter,  was  pul»# 
Ilshed  in  the  Paris  magazine  :-t-<^  M.  Somhreutl^  d^devdnt  eoL 
▼ernor  of  the  Hotel  des  Inyalides,  for  brings uipei^ed  of  steenfig 
Arms,  had  been  conducted  to  prison.  His  daughter  was  resolred 
to  share  his  misfortune..  She  accordiogljr^appiied  to  the  jailer  Cot 
permission  to  enter  thai  cell  which  was  Void  of  gloom;  najr,  ra« 
Iher  let  me  say,  for  her  noble  soul  possessed  oharms*— it  contained 
ber  father.  The  jailer  replied,  that  he  dared  not  allow  aiiy  peri 
•on  whatever  to  enter  theprison  wtthont  orders  from  a  superiorr 
power.  KesoKitc,  and  pcrseTertng  In  her  Tfrtqons  pursuit,  sbw 
wared  all  diilcnHies,  and  applied  to  M.  Santerre,  who  granted 
ber  request.  Oo  the  wings  of  fiiml  lore  8^e  now  flew  to  the  prison, 
and  bore  to  the  heart  of  her  aged  parent  the  balm  of  piom  aifec^ 
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that  of  BourDODville  from  Flanders,  amoiinting  to 
thirteen  thousand,  together  with  the  new  levies  that 
Luckner  might  be  able  to  procure  him  from  Chalons. 
The  forest  of  Argoone  extends  from  north  to  south 
Upwards  of  forty  miles;  it  lay  directly  in  the  route  of 
the  duke  of  Brunswick,  who  must  either  force  }\iB 
way  across  ii,  or  make  a  circuit  of  forty  miles  by  the 
pass  of  Grandpre  on  the  north,  or  by  Barleduc  on  the 
south.  The  pass  that  lay  directly  in  bis  route  was  that 
of  Biesme.  After  surveying  Dillon's  position  here^ 
he  lefl  a  party  of  twenty  thousand  men  to  watch  it; 
and,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army,  took  the  cir- 
cuitous route  by  Grandpre  on  the  north.  Here  Du- 
m^urier  waited  to  receive  him,  and  was  attacked  on 
the  13th  and  13th  without  success;  but,  on  the  ]4ih, 
the  attack  of  the  Prussians  was  irresistible,  and  Du* 


tion  and  doteom  consolation ;  and  thus  begailed  thetedioos  bonn 
of  confioement*  On  September  the  3rd,  when  the  people  had 
fak^d  the  rdns  of  jostice  into  their  own  hands,  the  prison  where 
M.  Sooibrenil  was  confined,  was  visited.  The  twelve  judges  werti 
sat,  and  the  prisoner  tried.  His  hour  #as  now  come,  and  the 
jailer  appealed  at  the  door*  ^^  I  am  leadj/'  exdisiitied  niades» 
moiselle  Sombreuil,  with  a  tone  of  fortitude,  *^  I  am  reddj  to  diet 
but  oh  I  spare  my  father."  The  jailer  was  moved  to  compassion : 
thrice  he  appi^oached  the  door,  and  thYice  he  wiflidrcw.  At 
length  the  moftebt  came,  and  M.  Sombrentl  was  denmdded.  He 
appeared,  supported  bjr  his  daughter ;  her  halt  was  dlshetetted^ 
and  her  countenance  expressivo  of  anguish,  perturbation^  and 
dismay.  Disengaging  herself  from  her  father,  she  threw  herself 
on  her  knees,  and,  with  uplifted  hands,  pleaded  for  him,  in  aa 
Unconnected,  bat  affecting  address  to  the  judges,  in  which  she  of. 
fered  her  ownrlife  to  rakisom  bis*  It  was  the  note  of  pious  sor« 
tow,  affecting,  and  persuasive.  The  judges  snrveyod  the  old 
Inan  and  his  daughter  alternately :  their  souls  were  filled  with  ad« 
Mliration  and  pity.  <<  Whatever  M*  Sombreuii  may  hate  been 
gtiitty  of^  *(  said  the  judges,  <<  he  is  an  old  man,  aild  let  him 
know  that  we  are  merciful  I  Let  him  cry,  Fioe  la  NtUioni  mat 
tetire.^*  The  virtaons  mademoiselle  Sombrenil,  with  a  pielciof 
atcedt  repeated,  Vive  la  Nation  I  fell  at  her  father^s  fact  and  em« 
braced  his  knees.  The  people  were  so  much  pleased  with  this 
Scene,  t'hat  th^y  brought  an  old  door,  ori  which  fKey  pidced  M« 
^ttibftsaU  Md  ai^diOghte¥,  and  bore  them  throo||h  Al^  cnArd^ 
Midst  the  lottdflrf  acclhtaistKnfer  <lf  the  taullitadt. 
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ipourier,  retreating^  gave  up  the  pass.  On  his  maro|i 
he  ^as  so  violently  pressed  by  the  advanced  cavalry  of 
the  Prussians,  that  his  army  vras  seized  M^ith  a  panic, 
and  fled.  On  the  15th,  however,  Dunoiburier  en- 
camped iat  St.  Menehould,  and  began  to  fortify  it. 
Bournonville's  army  joined  that  under  Dumourier  on 
the  17th.  The  duke  of  Brunswick  formed  a  plan  of 
attacking  Kellerman  before  his  junction  could  be  ' 
Completed.  That  general  arrived,  on  the  19th,  within 
a  mile  of  Dumourier's  camp;  .the  projected  attack 
took  place;  the  Prussians  manoeuvred  with  their  usual 
coolness  and  address;  they  attempted  to  surround  Kel- 
lerman^'s  army,  but  this  could  not  be  accomplished. 
The  French  troops  preserved  excellent  order,  while 
the  national  vivacity  was  constantly  shewing  itself  in 
their  shouts  and  patriotic  songs.  In  this  affair  four 
hundred  French  were  killed,  and  five  hundred  wound-' 
ed;  but  the  loss  of  the  Prussians  was  much  greater; 
and,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  Kellerman  joined 
Dumourier  at  the  end  of  the  engagement  without 
opposition. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  attack  was  made  on  the 
wmy  of  Kellerman,  an  attempt  was  made  to  force 
Dillon's  camp  at  Biesme  by  the  twenty  thousand  men 
,tfaat  had  been  left  in  its  vicinity,  but  without  success; 
and  this  large  detachment  was  thus  prevented  from 
erosain^  the  forest  of  Argonne,  and  supporting  the 
duke  of  Brunswick. 

The  duke  of  Brunswick  encamped  his  army  at  La 
liUn,  near  the  camp  of  Dumourier.  And  here  tha 
Prussians  began  to  experience  extreme  distress,  both 
from  sickness  and  famine.  No  tenfiptation  could  in- 
duce the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  carry  provisions 
to  the  ^hostile  troops;  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
French'  army  was  abundantly  supplied.  Bournonville, 
with  four  thousand  men,  intercepted  several  droves  of 
'  cattle  and  convoys  of  provisions  for  the  Prussian 
camp;  while  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  the  road9 
were  uncommonly  deep.  Exposed  to  the  cold,  the 
Rioisturej  and.  want  of  provisiona,  the  Prussians  rashly 
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ate  great  quantities  of  the  grapes  of  Champagne* 
The  consequence  was^  th^t  an  epidemical  distemper 
€omixienced«  and  spread  through  the  army  to  such  an 
extent,  that  tea  thousand  men  at  one  time  were  unfit 
for  duty.    The  duke  of  Brunswick^   however,  still 
commanideda  force  much  more  numerous  than  that  of 
Dumourier;  and  he  has  been  much  censured  for  not 
attacking  bis  camp,  and  forcing  him  to  engage.     It, 
has  been  said,  that  the  veteran  and  numerous  force, 
which  be  commanded,  bad  he  defeated  Dumourier'a 
army,    might  have  found  nothing  to  oppose  their 
march  to  Paris.     But  the  duke  of  Brunswick  bad^ 
entered  France  upon  the  supposition^  that  in  its  pre- 
sent distracted  state,,  no  efiective  army  could  be  brought 
to  face  him  in  the  field,  and  that  the  people  at  large 
were  hpstile  to  the  ruling  party.     The  contrary  of  all 
this  now  turned  out  to  bethe  fact.     He  found  himself, 
in  the  midst  of  an  hostile  country,  and  opposed  by 
skilful  generals.     A  defeat  in  such  a  situation  woula 
have  brought  certain  ruin  to  bis  army;  *and  even  the. 
loss  sustained  in  the  acquisition  of  a  victory  might 
have  proved  no  less  fatal.     The  remains  of  the  French 
army  would  not  fail  to  hang  upon  his  rear;  and  from 
the  disposition  of  the  people  it  appeared  iaoipossible  to 
ascertain  to  what  amount  that  army  might  be  sud-> 
denly  increased.     After  proposing  a  truce,  tbereforfB;^ 
he  commenced  bis  retreat  towards  Grandpre,  and  no 
advantage  was  attempted  against  him.     Verdun  was 
retaken  by  the  French  under  general  Dillon,  on  the 
12tb  of  October,   and  Longwy  on  the  18tb.    The 
siege  of  Thionville  was  at  the  same  time  raised;  that 
soiall  but  strong  fortress,  under^  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Felix  Wimpfen,  had  held  in  check  an  army  of 
fifteen  thousand  men  *. 

While 


^  The  siege  of  TblonYille  commeaced  on  the  24th  of  Augoat, 
1792,  and  the  garrison  made  a  vigoroas  resistance.  The  Impe- 
rialists lost  Ave  hundred  men  in  erecting  one  battery  ;  and  the  gar- 
rison made  a  sally,  in  which  they  destroyed  eight  batteries  which 
wsr^  ready  to  play  upon  the  town.   When  the  duke  of  Brunswick 
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While  the  Prussians  were  advaDcing  from  the  north* 
#astj  the  Austrians  under  the  duke  of  SaxeTescbeo 
taid  siege  to  Lisle.  The  council-general  of  the  com* 
nuoe  answered  the  summons  of  the  besiegers  thus: 
"  We  have  renewed  our  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  na- 
iion,  and  to  maintain  liberty  and  equality^  or  to  die  at 
our  post.  We  will  not  perjure  ourselves.*'  The  Aur 
strian  batteries  began  to  play  upon  the  town  oq  the 
99th;  ai^d,  though  a  great  part  of  the  city  was  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  ruios^  the  citizens  became  daily 
more  obstinate:  they  received  each  other  into  the 
houses  that  were  still  standing,  and  every  vault  and 
cellar  was  occupied.  Although  upwards  of  thirty 
thousand  red*hot  balls  and  six  thousand  bombs  were 
thrown  into  the  city,  besides  the  efforts  made  by  an 
immense  battering  train  of  artillery,  yet  the  loss  both 
to  the  garrison  and  people  did  not  exceed  five  hun- 
dred persons,  most  of  whom  were  women  aod  chil- 
dren. After  a  fortnight  of  fruitless  labour,  tfa^  Au- 
strians raised  the  siege,  with  the  loss,  it  is  saidj,  of 
iMBarly  two  thousand  men. 

War  had  also  been  declared  against  the  l(ing  of 
Sardinia  on  account  of  the  threatening  appearances 
exhibited  in  that  quarter.  On  the  2Qtb  of  ^eptemberji 
general  IVIontesquiou  entered  the  territories  of  Savoy^, 
and  was  received  at  Charabery  and  throughout  the 
whole  country  with  marks  of  unbounded  approbation. 
On  the  39tb^  general  Anselm,  with  another  body  of 


sammoDed  general  Wimpfen,  the  gorernor  of  the  tow;i,  to  sur. 
render,  h6  returned  the  following  answer :  ^^  Ton  may,  ^y  means 
of  your  bombs  and  red-hot  balls,  destroy  the  town  andinhabitaats 
of  ThipnTiile;  but  there,  are  two  tilings  which  you  will  not  be  able 
to^dO)  Tiz.  ci^er  to  burn  the  ramparts,  or  nml^e  my  brave  gar* 
rison  be  guilty  of  a  dastardly  act.''  On  the  27th  of  September^ 
M.  Mer|ip  read,  in  the  national  assembly,  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Thionyillc,  which  announced,  <<  That  the  besieged  placed  a 
wooden  horse  upon  the  ramparts,  with  a  bundle  of  hay  in  its 
mouth,  and  the  following  inscription :  ^  When  tho  horse  eats  this 
hay,  ThionYillc  wjU  surrender:'  and  that  general  Wimpfeo  ha4 
captured  many  waggons  loaded  wiih  ^onr^  saltmes^t^  4rP«  estimate^, 
at  mor^  than  a  million  of  li?r^St'* 
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f  roops^  took  possession  of  Nice  and  the  country  around 
it.  On  the  SOtb^  g^eral  Cusiine  advanced  toSpires^ 
^here  he  found  the  Austrian^  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle.  He  attacked  and  drove  them  through  the  city^ 
taking  three  thousand  prisoners.  The  capture  of 
Worms  succeeded  that  of  Spires;  Mentz  surrendered 
by  capitulation;  and  Frankfort  on  the  Maine  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  French  on  the  23d:  out  of  this  last 
placcj  however^  they  were  afterwards  driven^  on  the 
2d  of  December*. 

'  On  the  2Qth  of  September  the  French  national  con- 
vention had  assembled.  It  was  found  to  contain  men 
of  all  pharacters>  orders^  and  ranks.  Many  distin- 
guished members  of  the  constitutent  assembly  were 
elected  into  it^  aud  also  several  that  had  belonged  to 
the  legislative  assembly;  even  foreigners  were  invited 
to  become  French  legislators.  The  famous  Thomas 
Paine  (author  of  the  Rights  of  Man)  and  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Priestley  of  England,  were  elected  by  certain 


*  Oa  the  capture  of  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  general  Costine 
demiunded  a  contribution  of  fire  millions  of  florins,  but  relaxed 
two  minions.  The  quantity  of  warlike  stores  which  he  took  was 
imoiewie*  The  foHowing  carious  proelaroationy  dated  bead-quar* 
imB,  at  FranlMiort,  October  98,  1703)  was  isaaed  by  ganoral 
Custine,  and  caused  to  be  stuck  up  in  ail  tbe  squares,  market- 
houses,  and  other  conspicuous  places,  in  Frankfort,  and  the 
.countries  belonging  to  the  prince  of  Hesse  Cassel :  ^<  Th&  prince 
of  Hesse  Casse)  is  at  this  lime  assembling  legions  of  armed  men. 
Poes  he  not  know  that  the  day  of  judgement  is  come  for  erery 
unjust  priqce ;  that  another  day  is  arxiving,  for  the  deliyerance  of 
the  people  who  had  been  hood- winked  by  snchdespocs?  He  is 
ranging  round  him  those  by  whom,  he  ?ainly  hopes,  to  strengthen 
his  tottering  throne; — that  portion  of  his  subjects,  the  most  pure 
fit  all,  whose  blood  he  sella  to  fill  his  treasury*  This  circumi. 
stance  jalona  will  decide  the  fate  of  such  a  tyrant.  Monster! 
npoo  witofu  haf  e  accumulated,  for  a  long  time  past,^  the  clouds 
Id.  a  tempest,  the  curses  of  the  Germanic  empire;  the  tears  of  the 
widows^  from  whom  thou  hast  pillaged  the  rery  bread ;  the  cries 
oi  the  orphans,  whom  thou  hast  rendered  miserable;  the  soldiers, 
whom  thou  hast  abased,  will  deliver  thee  over  to  the  just  Tan. 
I^ance  of  the  French..r-Flight  will  not  now  save  thee  from  their 
hands ;  for  how  Is  it  possible  to  find  a  people  of  the  earth,  who 
irill  grant  an  asylum  to  a  tyger  like  thee  ?" 
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departooeots ;  but  the  latter  declined  accepting  the 
office  they  intended  for  him.  Anacbarsis  Clootz^  a 
Prussian^  was  chosen^  though  his  countrymen  were 
engaged  in  the  forldk'n  hope  of  re-establishing  Louis 
.upon  the  throne;  but  to  render  every  such  hope  abor- 
tive^ Collot  d'Herbois^  formerly  an  actor,  ascended 
thie  tribune  on  the21$t  of  September^  1792,  and  said, 
''  You  have  just  now  formed  a  wise  resolution;  but 
there  is  one  which  yoii  cannot  defer  till  to-morrow> 
Dor  yet  till  the  evening;  no,  obt  even  a  single  mo* 
ment,  without  being  unfaithful  to  the  wishes  of  the 
nation:  that  resolution  is,  the  abolition  of  royalty.'^ 
The  loudest  applauttes  followed.  M.  Gregoire  then 
nov^d,  that  the  convention  sanction  by  a  solemn  law^ 
the  abolition  ot  royalty.  Upon  this  motion  the  as-* 
aembly  rose  unanimously,  ana  decreed  by  aloud  accia-. 
mation,  the  abolition  of  royalty  in  the  following 
form :  ''  The  national  convention  decree,  that  royalty ' 
is  abolished  in  France/'  Messages  were  sent  to  all ' 
parts  of  the  country  to  intimate  the  decree,  and  they 
ifrere  every  where  received  with  applause.  It  was. 
next  day  decreed,  that  all  public  acts  should  be  dated 
from  and  by  the  year  of  the  French  republic ;  and  all . 
the  citizens  were  declared  eligible  to  vacant  offices  and 
employments.  The  rage  of  republicanism  now  went 
80  far,  .that  the  ordinary  titles  of  Monsieur  and  Ma- 
dame were  abolished,  and  the  appellation  of  Citizen 
substituted  as  more  suitable  to  the  principles  of  the  re- 
publtcno  form  of  government. 

It  was,  however,  discovered,  that  the  leading  re- . 
publicans  had  split  into  two  opposite  factions.  One 
of  these  was  called  Girondists,  because  Verginaud> 
Gensonne,  Gaudet,  and  others  of  its  prominent  lea- 
ders, were  members  from  the  department  of  la  Gironde. 
The  celebrated  Condorcet  belonged  to  this  party;  and 
they  were  sometimes  denominated  Brissotines,  from  < 
M.  Brissot  de  Warville,  their  principal  leader.  They 
supported  the  ministry  then  in  office,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  M.Roland;  and  the  majority  of  the  cpn^ 
ventioQ  was  obviously  attached  to  them.    In  opposi- 
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iioB  to  these  was  the  partj  of  the  Mountain;  so 
called  from  its  members  usually  sitting  in  the  eosveiH 
tioQ  on  the  upper  seats  of  the  hall.     They  were  men 

Jiossessed  of  less  personal  respectability,  and  fewer 
itcrary  accomplishments^  but  of  daring  and  san* 
guinary  characters,  whom  the  violent  measures  of  the 
revolution  had  alone  brought  into  notice.  At  the 
head  of  this  party  were  Danton  and  Robespierre,  and 
their  creatures  Couthon,  Bazire,  Thuriot,  Merlin  de 
Tbionvijle,  St.  Andre>  Camille  Desqaoulins,  Chabot> 
Collotd'Herbois,  Sergent,'  Legendre,  Fabre  d'Eglan* 
tine,  Pani^,  and  Marat  These  two  parties  shewed 
the  diversity  of  their  characters  by  the  mode  in  which 
they  treated  the  massacres  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  Sep- 
tember.' The  BrissotineSj  with  the  majority  of  the 
convention,  wished  to  bring  the  murderers  to  trial; 
but  the  question  was  always  eluded  by  tbe  othet 
party,  with  the  aid  of  the  Jacobin  club  and  the 
populace. 

By  a  decree  which  was  made  on  the  9th  of  October 
it  was  determined,  that  all  emigrants,  when  taken^ 
should  suffer  death ;  and  on  the  15th  of  November, 
in  consequence  of  an  insurrection  in  the  duchy  of 
Peux  Fonts,  and  an  application  on  tbe  part  of  the  in* 
surgents  to  tbe  convention  for  aid,  the  following  de« 
cree  was  passed:  ''The  national  convention  declare^ 
in  the  name  of  tbe  French  nation,  that  they  will  grant 
fraternity  and  assistance  to  all  those  people  wha.  wish 
to  procure  liberty;  and. they,  charge  the  executive 
power  to  send  orders  to  the  generals  to  give  assistance 
to  such  people  as  have  suffered,  or  are  now  suffering, 
in  the  cause  of  liberty*. 

On 

*  To  repel  the  danger  which  the  French  apprehended. from  the 
operations  of  the  treaty  of  PilnHz,  the  assembly  Hioaght  proper 
to  discuss  tbe  right  of  Monsieur  to  the  regency,  io  case  of  the 
death  of  tbe  king ;  and  after  some-,  deliberation,  the  assembly 
j^assed  a  decree  nearly  in  the  following' terms: 
.  /'  The  national  assembly,  considering  that  Louis  Stanislaus 
%sLfictf  Prench  prince,  being  the  next  in  succession  to  tbe  re* 
gency,  is  absent  from  the  Ungdooir-iii  itctae  of  an  article  of  tha 
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Oil  the  Idth  of  October^  general  Dutnoarief  cMne 
to  Pftris^  and  was  instrupted  to  eomroetice  a  trintdr 
campaign  in  the  Netherhnds.  He  suddenly  attacked 
the  Austrians  at  Bossu^  and  drove  them  from  theifr 
position.  On  the  5th  of  November  be  came  in  sight 
of  the  enemy  upon  the  heights  of  Jemappe.  Three 
lines  of  fortification  arose  above  each  dther>  defended 
bj  one  hundred  pieces  of  artillery.  Their  right  wing^ 
was  covered  by  a  village  and  a  river^  and  their  left  by 
thick  v^oods.  The  French^  by  their  own  account^ 
amounted  to  thirty  thousand;  and  the  Austrians  werfe 
about  twenty  thousand.  On  the  flanks  Dumourier 
placed  all  the  old  soldiers  in  whom  he  could  best  con- 
fide. In  the  centre  he  drew  up  the  Paris  volunteers 
and  the  recruits  from  every  part  of  the  country.  Be- 
hind him  he  ranged  his  park  of  artillery.  They  beMA 
the  assault  in  the  afteruoon,  and  were  beat  back.  That 
night  the  French  lay  upon  their. arms/ and  the  next 
morning,  when  the  Volunteers  marched  with  great 
spirit  qnite  up  to  the  entrenchments,  (hey  were  mowed 
down  by  the  Austrian  artillery  in  great  riumbers. 
The  French  gave  way  in  the  centre,  but  returned 
again.  A  second  time  the  Fretich  centre*  gave  vl^ay^ 
and  the  Austrians  incautiously  left  their  entrenchmenta 
to  pursue  them.  This  was  the  object  Ihin^fOurier  had 
10  view ;  and  with  his  own  flanks  he  turned  the  wingi 
pf  the  Austrian  army,  ami  got  behind  them  in  tbeif 
entrenchments.     Here  great  slaughter  was  made  of  the 

second  seetioa  of  tke  French  coasttiutioo,  decrees^  that  the  *siid 
Loub  SUnblaas  Xavier,  French  prioce^  is  required  to  retarn  Iq 
the  kingdom  within  the  space  of  two  months  from  the  dav  on 
'-which  the  proclamation  Of  the  legi^atiTe  body  shall  haTe  oceii 
^Mished  in  Paris. 

<^  In  case  the  said  Lovis  Staaislaili  Xarief)  French  princei 
Aatl  fan  to  return  to  the  kiagdoai  within  the  period  abote  sigai* 
£ed,  he  shall  then  be  deomedl  to  hare  forfeited  hb  right  to  the  rcM 
geflcj-,  in  Tirtae  of  the  seoeiKl  aftlele  of  the  coastttntional  act4 
The  assevbl^  further  decrees,  that,  conformablj  to  the  decree  of 
the  30(h  of  this  month^  (Octol^r,)  a  prochimatlon  to  this  effiecl 
shall  be  printed,  aftsed,  and  published,  withia  three  dajs  in  the 
aitj  of  Paris^  and  that  the  eteeotifte  power  shall  notif/  the  same  to 
the  assemblj,  withia  tbethmi  MIowiag  daysi'* 

Auntriamii 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  WARS  WQM  T»E  PRENC5  UPVOJ-VTION,        11 J 


Aastriftosj  wbo  lost  ten  thousand  meo^  and  were  en- 
tirely defeated.  DMoaourieri  .d.ujrmgthe  greater  part 
of  the  eneagementj  threw  off  his  coat  and  waistcoat, 
and  fought  as  a  common  soldier.  This  irictorj  was 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  Netherlands.  Mons  and 
Brussels  surrendered  to  Dumourier;  Tour  nay.  Ma- 
lines^  Ghent,  find  Antwerp,  were  taken  possessipB  ef 
bf  genera)  I^abourdonnaye;  Louv^io  and  Nfimi^  w«re 
tfikeq  by  general  Valence;  laiid  the  v^hple  Austrj^^ 
NetberJaniJU,  Juuxembpurg  only  eixepted^  fejil  ipt^ 
the  h^ds  of  the  French.  Liege  w^  takeii  oq  th^ 
28th  of  November^  after  a  successfijil  epg^gemeot^  ^ 
which  the  Austri^ns  lost  ^^  hundred  meq,  ^ncjl  ^f  im* 
menie  train  of  artillery. 

Thus  was  Frante,  b^  means  of  ftn  idFipcible  3pirii 
of  enthusiasm  infiised  into  her  numerous  ^rpxy^  tDore 
than  a  niiatch  for  the  forn^^ble  combindtiQU  of  fpr 
reign  powers,  and  rose  superior  jto  the  veteran  proves^ 
of  the  numerous  invader^,  who  {issailed  b^f  QJ^  every 
side. .  But  while  she  wa3  thus  victorious  ill  all  fm^f- 
ters  abroad,  she  was  distracted  by  violent  factions  a( 
hppie.  The  two  parties  in^the  conyention  were  en* 
gaged  in  a  struggjie,  which  dj^il^  became  more  impUr 
cable  and  alarming.  The  party  called  the  Mountaip 
did  not  disguise  their  intention  of  bringing  the  king 
to  trial:  the  moder^ite  p^rty  «ji  an^iiously  meditf^d  U) 
pave  him.  This  attempt  wap  at  once  so  iocompf^ihlf 
with  every  thing  that  had  long  been  cooaideced  af 
formipg  the  French  character^  so  devoid  of  every 
shadow  of  justice,  and  so  repugnant  to  every  prinr 
qiple  of  true  policy,  that  even  the  previous  atrocitii^ 
pf  the  revolution  had  not  prepared  mankind  to  b^iev<; 
that  its  f^ccomplisbment  could  be  seriously  meditated^ 
much  less  that  the  people,  the  armies,  and  the  consti- 
tuted |iutborities  of  Fraoqe,  would  have  permitted  it  tQ 
ta^e  plfce.  The  conduqt  and  prp^ss  of  this  scan- 
daloyp  .perversion  of  ^e  forms  of  justice  and  buma- 
pity,  however,  prove  th«t  the  splice  is  byt  small  (rom 
the  prison  of  ^  prince  tP  bip  noal  persecuttoo  on  a 
acaffold. 
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CHAPTER   III. 

The  Fate  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  and  his  Queen 
Marie  Antoinette. 

THE  royal  family  bad  for  some  time  been  confined 
in  the  Temple^  an  ancient  building  belonging  to 
the  grand-prior  of  the  knights-templars^  situated  at 
the  north-east  extremity  of  Paris^  in  a  division  which 
formed  a  refuge  for  debtors^  crowded  with  buildings 
of  the  meanest  descriptioUj  and  particularly  dirty^ 
unwholesome,  and  melancholy.  Great  pains  had 
been  taken  to  render  the  apartments  secure^  and  these 
precautions  added  to  their  gloom.  The  decree  for 
abolishing  royalty  was  announced  to  them  with  rude- 
ness; the  commissioners  hoping  to  extort  from  the 
monarch  some  unguarded  expressions^  which  might 
give  more  colour  to  their  proceedings;  but  to  their 
disappointment,  he  bore  the  event  with  heroic  for* 
titude. 

'  The  papers  on  which  it  was  intended  to  found  the 
charges  against  Louis,  were  referred  to  a  committee^ 
and  delay  was  judged  necessary  to  prepare  the  public 
mind  for  the  horrid  catastrophe;  but  the  exertions  of 
the  Mountain,  and  the  inefficient  opposition  made  by 
the  Girondists,  removed  every  fear;  the  harangue^  in 
the  convention  boldly  proceeded  on  the  principle,  that 
no. trial  for  the  ascertainment  of  guilt  was  necessary, 
bat  the  mlly  exertion  requisite  was  to  defeat  the  plea 
ofvinviolability,  and  protiounce  immediate  sentence  of 
death.  Such  were  the  sentiments  avowed  by  Robes- 
pierre, who  said,  "  sentence  of  death  ought  to  be 
pronounced  against  Louis,  as  a  tyrant,  condemned  by 
the  insurrection  of  the  people:  insliead  of  whith, 
proceedings  were  instituted  against  him,  as  in  the 
case  of  an  accused  citizen,  whose  criminality  was 
doubtful.  The  revolution  ought  to  have  beev  ce- 
mented by  his  death ;  instead  of  which,  the  revolu- 
tion itself   was   rendered  a  subject   of  litigation. ** 
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SiAiUr  to  these  were  the  sentiments  of  Legendre^ 
^  Tallieuj  St.  Andre,  and  the  Mountain  in  general,  and 
all  their  party.     On  tbe  other  band,  the  Brissotines, 
with  hesitation,  maintained  the  king's  inviolability. 

While  these  measures  were  carrying  on,  a  new  in- 
cident occasioned  considerable  agitation.  A  secret 
iron  closet,  in  which  the  king  kept  his  papers,  fi^ed 
to  a  wall  of  the  palace  of  the  Tbuilleries,  and  co* 
vered  with  a  pannel,  was  poipted  out  to  Roland,  by  the 
workmen  who  constructed  it.  The  minister,  without 
making  any  communication  to  the  legislature,  or  to 
bis  colleagues,  and  unaccompanied  even  by  a  single 
municipal  officer,  went  to  the  palace,  and  possessed 
himself  of  the  whole  collection  of  writings,  present- 
ing such  of  them,  as  he  thought  fit  to  the  convention, 
as  documents  ''  capable  of  throwing  great  light  on  the 
eventfi  of  the  10th  of  August,  on  the  revolution  in  ge- 
neral; and  on  those,  characters  who  bad  taken  the 
mosl  active  part  in  it/'  He  declared  that  several 
members  of  the  first  and  second  assemblies  were  im- 
plicated in  the  contents,  and  required  a  committee  to 
take  cognizance  of  tbem.  The  popularity  of  Roland 
sufiered  by  the  irregularity  and  impropriety  of  his 
conduct ;  but  the  documents  were  referred  to  a  com* 
mitte  of  twelve. 

In  consequence  of  this  determination  to  subject  the 
king  to  a  form  of  (rial,  recourse  was  had  to  tbe  iron 
closet  for  documents;  and  from  these  a  selection  was 
made  of  some  papers,  respecting  which  it  was  hoped 
to  extract  some  plausible  grounds  of  accusation; 
Wbei\the  committee  of  twelve  had  made  their  report 
on  these  papers,,  a  committee  of  twenty-one  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  the  charges,  which  were  to  be  dis* 
cussed  in  tlie  convention  on  tbe  10th,  and  Louis  to  ap- 
pear the  next  day  to  answer  to  interrogatories;  he  was 
to  have  a  copy  of  his  accusation,  and  a  sight  of  tbe 
documents,  and  in  two  days  to  be  finally  heard.  Each 
member  was  to  give  bis  vote  from  the  tribune. 

The  king's  appearance  in  the  convention,  was  fixed 
for  the  lltb  of  December,  179^.    He  was  informed 
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ttiftt  (be  B^w  1iitf6i  tit  P&rii,  ChftffibM,  ii  phf^tiin, 
would  ptty  bitdkViitC.  At  Uti^h  tb^  diiijM  4p^ 
pfeiired,  RHendedhfChmmeHtandCoWatah^t,  piro- 
cureuf  and  Mcretary  Off*  tbe  coMtduncfi  ^terfll  mil*' 
fiicipal  ot&Qtt^j  and  Sairt^^re  wUb  biB  aid-d^^tamps. 
The  ma^or  Mbimtd  the  kitfg  t^at  tbey  w«t6^  toihe  to 
i^onvey  biib  to  tbe  conv£titibii»  In  puntiMee  of  k  de-« 
etee  i^bicb  was  read  b^  the  secretary^  stating  that 
Loui^  Capet  should  bd  brought  to  the  bar.  Thtf 
king  protested  agalnit  the  form  at^  ^fP^ct  Of  tbb  pro- 
eeeding.  **  Capet,  be  said,  is  not  tHj  nantie>  btit  that 
ot  One  of  my  aifc^stors.  I  am  bo#e1rer  fMAy  to  fol- 
}ott  jm,  not  in  6bedienee  M  the  eontetition,  biit  b«^ 
Cause  tby  etiemies  bav6  the  powef  in  (beir  bands.*' 
In  crossing  tbe  tourt^  nothing  but  strange  objecfal 
present^  themselves  to  tbe  eyes  of  Louis.  The  uni-* 
fortd  of  th6l  troops  iirkB  new  in  ltd  fasbioh;  and  M 
countenance  displayed  the  slightest  mark  of  respect 
or  commisef ation.  tie  rode  in  Chantbon's  coach^  utt- 
der  a  numerous  guard,  which  began  with  three  field- 
liieces,  attended  by  two  atiimutiitiofy  wtggoM,  and 
tecotted  bjr  a  corps  of  fasileei's,'  fbrty-eigbt  htfrsctned 
formed  tbe  aTatit-guatd ;  i\t  hundred  itafaMry,  pro- 
tided  i/^tth  sixtedn  rotinds  Of  cartridges,  fofttied  a 
line  of  three  deep  on  each  side  of  tbe  coach  i  Ibd 
tku\ty  from  L'Ecoie  Militaire  forced  fh«  tear- 
^uard,  atid  (he  cayalcade  was  closed  by  ttire^  ficM* 
jpriefces,  attended  by  tftte  atnmurtition  #Aggon,  tM 
dotted,  like  thos6  in  the  ta^n,  by  a  Corps  df  fdsi-^ 
leers.  Nor  irerc  these  the  aiAy  priicautioM  take  A: 
the  executive  council,  and  the  cOtincil-getieral  «f  the 
Comttlube,  were  iil  a  stit^  of  pCrraaiieiit  lictivity. 
Trocfps  wefi'e  pdsted  in  titrious  pirt*  of  tbe  City;  pft-^ 
ttole^  paraded  the  streets^  ^nd  dll  the  national  guards 
iti  the  dcfyartmciil  Were  pot  itt  a  date  of  requisition. 
Duriffg  tbeii'  prog^eg^y  the  whole  prdccsiion  mtxtk^ 
iained  a  profound  siledce. 

In  the  mean  time  the  convention  we/e  eiigaged  id 
settling  tbe  tntCrrogatdtie^,  and  deciding  tbe  line  of 
Codduct  they  wcfe  to  observe  od  the  king'n  appear- 
ance. 
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8Qoe.  Barrerei  die  pmidenty  i^domttfenddd  sHenee; 
aid  Le^nArci  eofbrcecl  Ihft  olwdrvMioil  by  ^aylfl^, 
«'  OuiU  niUst  be  appaOed  l^  the  $ilence  of  ihi  tdmU:^ 
At  leflgffa  BaMrterr«  anoounced  the  king'd  arriVat ;  Md 
tlie  meoiirdi  edtered^  not  only  witboiit  p^tttrbfttvdn^ 
btit  wltboQt  bat^ayiog  tbe  stoallesf  wtttihMAtt  of  feair: 
His  fcitturdty  tbtfugb  clouded  by  tnisfdrttfM,  baiA  losrff 
noM  of  tbdr  dignity ;  aAd  be  sealed  binself  in  att 
arm-cfaair  ptotided  for  tbe  pHrpos^i  ^ 

Barrere  opened  (be  business^  by  mtotttAt^  tbe  kii^ 
of  tbe  occusatioo  agatost  bim.  Mailb^^  end  of  tb< 
aeoretarioi^  read  tbe  act  of  accufiatioiif.  eiiArge  by 
cbargo;  tbe  king  was  immediately  JMerrogatot  ott 
tbe  Tariow  obiirgesy  article  by  articlel.  Tbe  partieii- 
Urs  of  tbe  (rial  of  tbe  king  being  fresb  in  the  fnetooi'y 
of  the  read^Fi  we  urate  the  insertion  of  it  ^H  tbitl 
place. 

At  leBgtb  the  trial  on  the  part  of  tfce  cdntctaf  ion 
beii^  finished^  the  Fresident,  addtesaing  the  i^dn^oen" 
tkm,  said,  ''Tbe  questions  aite  done  mihr—fTo  ihi 
king.)  ''  Louis^  is  there  at^y  thing  that  you  wish  to 
add?'' 

LMis*  ^'Iretf|oestaconintitfnieatiotiof  th^cbai^ges 
yfhich  I  bit?e  beard,  and  of  ihe  piipers  relating  there* 
to^  and  tbe  liberty  of  choosing  ooonsel  for  my  de-* 
fence/* 

•  Tbe  presidenti  Barrere,  informed  tbe  king,>  tbait  his 
two  irst  requests  were  already  decreed,  and  that  the 
deterdMoatioil  respecting  tbe  other  wouM  be  made 
kilo^ii  tohim  lA  4oe  time.  It  would  bate  be^ti  mh 
.Mttddable  to  haVe  denied  this  request;  Ihereford  it 
was  deoreed,  thai  eounsel  should  b^  allowed  to  tbe 
king,  afld  bis  cboictt  (k\\  upon  Meters.  Tfouebet,  La^ 
inoignon,  Malesherbes^y  and  Deseze;  he  bad  pre^ 
Tiously  applied  to  M.  Targety  Who  eieersed  bitei^tf 
on  account  of  his  age  and  infirmity.-  ^* 

At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  $6th,  Louis 
Ae  Sixteenth  appear^  at  tbe  bar  of  tbe  national  cott*' 


e  Malesberbes  was  at  this  time  seteaty-eight  years  of  age.  ^ 
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Tentioo,  to  present  his  meaos  of  defence^  with  the 
same  firm  and  collected  air  tm  on  his  examination.  M. 
Deseze,  in  an  able  and  eloquent  speech,  then  com- 
menced the  defence.  Coming  to  that  period  in  his 
sp^ch,  which  related  to  the  10th  of  August,  which 
was  so  fatal  to  the  king,  he  said,  ''  I  come  at  last  to 
the  disastrous  day  of  the  10th  of  August.  In  this 
hall  men  have  contended  for  the  glory  of  that  day. 
I  come  not  to  dispute  that  glory;  but  since  it  has  been 
proved  that  that  day  was  premeditated,  how  can  it  be 
a  crime  to  Louis?  And  you  accuse  kim,  and  you 
would  give  judgement  against  him,  who  has  never 
given  a  sanguinary  order,— against  him,  who,  at  Va* 
rennei»,  preferred  returning  a  captive,  to  exposing  the 
life  of  a  single  man,— ragainst  him,  who,  on  the  20th 
of  June,  refused  every  kind  of  aid,  and  preferred  re- 
maining alone  in  the  midst  of  the  people.  Hear  His- 
tory speak — Louis  mounted  the  throne  at  the  age  of 
twenty:  he  exhibited  on  it  an  example  of  morals,  of 
justice,  of  economy:  he  abolished  servitude  in  his 
domains:  the  people  desired  liberty«-*he  gave  it. 
(Murmurs  among  the  members. )  We  cannot  deny  to 
Louis  the  glory  of  having  always  anticipated  the 
wishes  of  his  people.  I  do  not  conclude :  I  appeal 
to  History :  think  that  History  will  judge  your  judge- 
ment/* 

When  the  defence  was  finished,  the  king  rose,  and 
holding  a  paper  in  his  hand,  spoke  in  a  calm  manner, 
and  with  a  firm  voice,  as  follows :  "  Citizens,  you 
have  heard  my  defence ;  I  now  speak  to  you;  perhaps^ 
for  the  last  time,  and  declare  that  my  counsel  have 
asserted  nothing  to  you  but  the  truth ;  my  conscience 
reproaches  me  with  nothing :  I  never  was  afraid  of 
having  my  conduct  investigated ;  but  I  observed,  with 
great  uneasiness,  that  I  wi»  accused  of  giving  orders 
for  shedding  the  blood  of  the  people  on  the  10th  of 
August,  The  proofs  I  have  given  through  my  whole 
life  of  a  contrary  disposition,  I  hoped  would'  have 
saved  me  from  such  an  imputation,  which  I  now  so*^ 
lemnly  declare  is  entirely  groundless/' 
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The  discussioD  was  finally  closed  on  the  l6th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1793.  After  a  sitting  of  thirty-six  hours^  the 
punishment  of  death  was  awarded  by  a  small  majority 
of 'the  convention,  and  several  of  these  differed  in 
opinion  from  the  rest,  respecting  the  time  when  it 
should  be  inflicted ;  some  contending  that  it  should 
not  be  put  in  execution  till  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
while  others  proposed  to  take  the  sense  of  the  people, 
by  referring  the  sentence  to  the  priqnary  astemblies. 
M.  Deseze  then  solemnly  invoked  the  assembly  m  the 
name  of  his  colleagues,  to  consider  by  what  a  small 
majority  the  punishment  of  death  was  pronounced 
against  the  dethroned  monarch:  "  Do  not  afflict 
France  (added  this  eloquent  advocate)  by  a  Judge* 
ment  that  will  appear  terrible  to  the  nation,  when 
eleven  voices  only  are  presumed  sufficient  to  carry  it.** 
He  appealed  to  eternal  justice,  and  sacred  humanity, 
to  induce  the  convention  to  refer  their  sentence  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  people.  ''  You  have  either  forgotten 
or  destroyed  (said  the  celebrated  M.  Tronchet)  the 
lenity  which  the  law  allows  to  criminals,  of  requiring 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  voices  to  constitute  a  defini- 
tive judgement.''  The  number  of  suffrages,  on  this 
ever-memorable  occasion,  amounted  to  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-one:  thirty-four,  gave  their  opinions  for 
death,  with  various  restrictions;  two  for  imprison- 
ment in  chains;  and  three  hundred  and  nineteen  for 
confinement  or  banisbmeut — Total  355.  The  number 
of  votes  for  death  absolutely  was  366— Majority  11. 

In  the  whole  course  of  this  transaction^  nothing 
created  greater  surprize  and  horror  than  the  conduct 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  now  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  Philip  Egalife.  This  prince,  it  is  said,  id- 
tended  to  have  abstained  from  voting,  but  Robespierre 
gained  his  suffrage  by  means  of  terror..  From  the 
tribune  he  deliberately  pronounced  these  words:  '*  In- 
fluenced by  no  consideration  but  that  of  performing 
my  duty;  convinced  that  all  who  have  conspired  or 
who  shall  hereafter  conspire  against  the  sovereignty  of 
the  people  deserve  death ;  I  vote  for  death."    The 
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aseeiqblj  vr^s  in  9  general  ferment ;  one  membejr  start- 
ing  fro|B  )iis  seat,  and  striking  bis  bands  toge^hepj  exr 
claimed;  "  ^h,  le  scelerat !"  that  i$,  *'  Ab^  the  r^sc^I !" 
Many  repealed  that  expression,  an^  "  Oh,  Vhorreur! 
Oh,  h  monstre!"  that  is,  '^  Oh,  horror  !  ob,  flie  mpn- 
eter!"  The  king  alone  felt  pity  for  (be  4e^r^^^^ 
$tat^  of  hi^  persecutor :  "I  do  notkno^,  (bes^id,) 
Virh^t  I  bave  don?  tp  fpy  cqusin  to  pa^ke  bin^  behave 
to  no^  in  the  rnanjiei*  be  has;  but  he  is jto  be  pitied. 
He  is  still  more  unfortuofite  tban  I  am.  I  certaiply 
would  not  f:h^9ge  condifipos  with  Aim/*  A  motion 
for  9  .respite  wa^  prgued  with  gre^t  war,mtb/  i>ut  de- 
i^ided  in  the  oqgatjiye  by  a  majority  of  seventy;  and 
the  conyentioq  {hen  ordered,  that  a  copy  of  i.he  <^^- 
cree  pronouncing  sentence  of  death  against  Louis> 
aliould  be  nptiSed  to  bioi  in  the  course  pf  tbp  nepc't 
day  by  the  executive  council,  and  executed  uoithin 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards. 

During  the  nigbt  of  Sunday,  the  ^th  of  January, 
Paris  was  illuminated,  and  no  person  whatever  wap 
permitted  to  go  abroad  in  the  streets.  L^rge  bodies 
of  armed  men  patroled  every  part  of  that  imo^ense 
metropolis:  the  rattling  of  coaches  ceased  :  the  street^ 
were  deserted  ;  and  the  city  was  buried  in  ?m  aweful 
silence.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
fatal  Monday,  (the21st, )  voices  wpreheard  at  iptervais> 
thrpugb  the  gloom  of  lamentation  and  distress;  but 
whence  they  proceeded,  or  what  they  were,  no  person 
has  been  able  to  discover.  This  circumstance,  f^mong 
many  others^  terrified  the  people.  Tb^  unhappy 
monarch  passed  all  Sunday  in  preparation  for  bis  ap-* 
proacbing  change.  His  calm  resignatiojn,  and  great 
patience,  were  rep(iarkably  conspicvxou^;  but  the 
meeting  and  parting  of  the  family  w^3  a  ^cene  top 
painful,  too  distressing  tp  the  feelings  of  humanity ! 
^}^Q  queen  hun^  around  the  neck  of  tbe  ^epartiqg 
husband  jn  delirious  anguish ;  the  pripcess  rpy^ 
grs^sped  bis  band ;  tlie  dauphin  embraced  bis  knees ; 
an^  JVfad^pae  glizftbeth  bathed  bis  feet  with  the  tpr- 
reat  of  her  tears.     The  qu^eo  wa^s  at  Ijint  removed 
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from  btm  in  a  state  of  kisensibiNty,  from  which  she 
did  not  revive  till  about  two  o'clock  oa  Monday  after- 
noon. The  king  exhibited^  on  this  sad  occasion,  Al 
the  tenderness  of  a  husband^  a  father,  a  brother;  and, 
appeared  more  affected  by  the  affliction  of  persons 
so  dear  and  so  beloved  than  by  his  own  misfortunes, 
he  consoled  them  in  the  most  soothing  and  tender  ear- 
pfressions.  Having  passed  through  this  trying  scene, 
be  applied  to  bis  religious  duties,  and  prepared  tb 
meet  his  God.  The  conversation,  which  be  held  with 
his  confessor,  was  pious,  sensible,  and  animated; 
and  his  hope  was  full  of  immortality,  (d'immortdliiS 
(ten  heureuse.J  He  protested  bis  innocence,  and  said, 
lie  forgave  his  enemies  from  his  heart.  The  clocks  of 
Paris,  at  length,  sounded  eight  on  Monday  morning; 
and  Loois  was  summoned  to  his  fate.  He  issued  out 
of  his  prison,  and  was  conducted  to  a  coach  belong- 
ing to  the  mayor  of  Paris,  in  which  were  two  soldiei^ 
of  the  gendarmerie.  He  was  attended  by  his  confessor^ 
and  assisted  to  step  into  the  carriage  by  one  or  two  of 
the  sentinels  who  stood  at  the  gates  of  the  Temple. 
But  here  an  event  happened,  which  was  calculated  to 
soften  the  most  obdurate  heart.  Soon  after  the  coach 
was  driven  off,  and  the  king  was  conducting  to  the 
scaflfold,  the  dauphin  escaped  frdm  those  who  had  the 
care  of  him,  and  ran  down  stairs  with  great  precipi- 
tation. The  sentinel  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs,  who 
appeared  to  have  possessed  a  feeling  heart,  stopped 
him,  and  said,  ''  Where  are  you  going,  my  dear,  in 
such  a  hurry?" — *' Pray,  pray,  let  me  alone,"  said 
the  child ;  ''  I'll  go  into  the  street,  and  fall  on  my 
knees,  and  beg  the  people  not  to  kill  my  papa." 

The  Place  de  Louis  Qtiinz^,  now  called  the  Place 
de  la  Revolution,  was  the  spot  appointed  for  the  exe- 
cution. The  place  was  filled  with  prodigious  multi- 
tudes of  peopite,  and  large  bodies  of  horse  and  foot 
were  drawn  up  to  preserve  order  during  the  tragical 
scene  about  to  be  exhibited.  The  most  aweful  silence 
prevailed,  while  the  coach  was  slowly  advancing  to« 
wards  the  scaffold.    The  monarch  ascended  it  tvith 
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heroic  fortitude^  with  a  firm  ^itep,  aod  with  an  undi^ 
mayed  couatenance.  He  was  accompanied  on  the 
scaffold  by  his  confessor^  and  two  or  three  asunicipid 
oflicers.  For  a  moment  .he  looked  round  upon  the 
people^  with  eyes  which  beamed  benignity  and  f<H^ 
giveness;  and  he  was  preparing  himself  to  address  the 
spectators,  when,  it  is  said,  one  of  the  officers  cried 
out,  ''  No  speeches!  come,  no  speeches!"  and  Saii- 
terre  ordered  the  drums  to  beat,  and  the  trumpets  to 
sound.  Hespok^  however;  but  all  the  expressions 
that  could  be  distinctly  heard,  were  these:  ''  I  forgive 
my  enemies:  may  God  forgive  them,  and  UQt  lay  my 
innocent  blood  to  the  charge  of  the  nation !  May 
God  bless  my  people!" 

The  confessor  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  implored  the  ^ 
king's  blessing,  wbo  gave  it  with  an  affectionate 
embrace.  The  unfortunate  monarch  then  laid  his 
head  upon  the  block  with  admirable  serenity,  and 
speedily  ceased  to  live  in  this  world.  The  execution 
was  performed  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning,  the  21st  of  January,  1793.  When 
the  axe  of  the  guillotine  had  performed  its  office, 
the  bleeding  head  was  held  np  in  tbe  osual  manner, 
and  several  of  the  populace  sh6uted  '^  Vive  la  Bepub- 
lique  /"  Previous  to  his  execution,  he  wrote  to  tbe 
national  convention,  requesting  to  be  buried  o^ar.to 
iiis  father  in  tbe  cathedral  of  Sens;  but  the  conven* 
tion,  with  cruel  apathy,  passed  to  the  order  of  the  dayj, 
and  the  body  of  the  royal  victim  was  interred  in  a 
grave,  which  was  filled  with  qaiek  lime,  aod  a  guard 
was  placed  around  it  till  it  should  be  wholly  con-* 
sumed. 

Thus  fell  Louis  XVI.  the  last  and  best  of  all  th« 
mpnarchs  of  France;  whose  benevolence  of  heart, 
and  mildness  of  character,  certainly  merited  a  better 
fate.  Want  of  firmness  and  active  courage  is  the  only 
fault  imputed  to  him ;  yet  bis  whole  conduct  proves 
that  he  had  no  fears  for  himself;  his  only  terrors  arose 
from  the  >pprebeiMion  of  shedding  the  blood  of  his 
jcabjects  in  civil,  war.    His  conduct  from  the  time  his 
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trial  comnieiiced>  till  the  moment  which  terminated 
hit  existence,  forms  a  model  of  excellence  almost  sur- 
passing huBianitj,  and  demonstrates  the  transcendent 
benefits  of  that  parity  of  morals  which  takes  the  sense 
of  shame  from  premeditated  ignominy,  which  deprives 
cruelty  of  its  venom,  and  death  of  its  sting. 

We  might  here  he  allowed,  without  incurring  the 
charge  of  superstition,  to  enumerate  a  singular  coin-  ' 
cidence  of  events  fatal  to  the  repose  of  I^ouis  XYL 
all  happening  on  the  21st  day  of  the  month,  viz. 
01  April,  1770,  married  Marie  Antoinette,  who  was 

no  &vourite  of  France. 
21  June,  1770,  the  fftte  on  that  occasion,  when  one 

thousand  five  hundred  persons  lost  their  lives  by 

the  falling  of  the  stages. 
21  January,  1782,  fHe  on  the  birth  -of  a  dauphii^ 

who  died  during  the  revolution. 
21  June,  1791,  flight  to  Varennes. 
21  September,  17i)2,  abolition  of  royalty. 
21  January,  1793,  death  by  the  guillotine. 
21  October,  1805>  a  great  naval  victory  obtained  by 

England  over  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and 

Spain,  ofl^  Trafalgar. 

After  the  death  of  houif^  Robespierre  took  the 
lead  as  the  most  active  perse<;utor  of  the  royal  family; 
and  on  the  first  of  August  following,  he  obtained  a 
decree  against  the  queen  on  a  charge  of  conspiracy 
against  the  state.  In  pursuance  of  this  edict,  she  was 
called  from  her  bed  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 
removed  from  the  Temple  to  the  Gonciergerie,  the 
most  degrading  prison  in  Paris.  Before  her  departure 
her  pockets  were  rifled ;  she  was  refused  the  consola- 
tion of  a  parting  interview  with  her  attendants;  and 
was  hurried  into  a  hackney  coach,  which  conveyed 
her  to  close  confinement.  Her  apartments  was  a  cell 
eight  feet  square,  with  a  thinly-covered  straw  mattrass 
io  sleep  on,  and  her  daily  fare  was  wholesome,  but 
common  food.  Her  person  no  longer  exhibited  those 
graces  which  had  charmed  her  admirers,  the  beauties 
at  her  countenance  were  obliterated;  her  frame  was 

Q  2  eftr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•r 

124  MEMOIBS  OF  BONAPAKTE  AKD  HISTORY  09 

enfbebled;  and  ber  whole  appe^raiice  indicated  the  n^ 
'V^ges  of  grief  and  agitation  of  mind. 

After  remaioiHg  in  the  Conciergerie  two  months^  a 
eommittee  of  the  jacobin  club  was  selected  to  prepare 
the  act  of  accusation^  and  Herbert^  one  of  the  agents^ 
founded  on  a  pretended  conyersation  with  the  joung 
prince  a  charge  so  unnatural  and  abominable,  that 
even  Robespierre  himself  expressed  indignation  at  the 
^fiekedness  and  folly  of  the  fabrication.    The  act  of 
accusation  against  her  was  a  repetition  of  the  libels 
which  had  during  so  many  years  blackened  her  fame, 
and  it  referred  to  transactions  previous  even  to  her 
marriage;  but  no  evidence  was  found  to  substantiate 
any  charge  against  her ;  and  all  the  arts  of  prepara- 
tion, promise,  and  terror,  could  not  produce  one  per- 
son sufficiently,  hardy  to  accuse  her  of  any  crime  or 
act  of  immorality.     Some  allusions  to  the  supposed 
irregularities  of  her  life  were  made  in  the  interroga- 
tory to  which  she  was  subjected  ;  but  she  answered, 
with  magnanimous  defiance,  that  no  one  could  rejoice 
more  than  hersell*  that  every  act  of  her  life  shoidd  be 
thoroughly  investigated.     During  the  progress  of  her 
trial,  which  took  place  on  the  14th  of  October,  1793, 
ber  deportment  was  dignified,  firm,  and  composed; 
'  her  acquittal  was  not  expected ;  ber  destruction  having 
been  resolved  on  before  the  process  commenced. 

Her  execution  followed  on  the  16th,  immediately 
after  her  condemnation.     Cannon  were  planted  in  tlie 
streets  and  on  the  bridges,  and  a  numerous  body  of 
national  guards  attended  for  preservation  of  order. 
The  queen  was  seated  on  a  tumbril,  with  her  baek  to 
^   the  horse,  and  the  mode  of  her  carriage,  the  poverty 
of  her  attire,  and  the  general  wretchedness  of  her  ap- 
pearance,    disgraced  the  national  convention,  who 
could  suffer  the  widow  of  a  monarch,  and  the  sister 
*  of  a  reigning  emperor,  to  be  thus  made  the  object  of 
such  mean  and  wretched  resentment.    The  royal  vic^^ 
tim  met  her  fate  with  courage,  and  during  her  whole 
progress  to  the  place  of  execution  betrayed  neither 
wewoess  nor  affectation  of  supeiior  heroism.    Her 
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body  WRft  throwa  into  a  grave  ip  the  cburcb-yard  of 
La  Madelaine,  which  was  filled  up  with  quick-lime, 
completely  to  d^troy  her  remains^  as  bad  been  the 
case  vkiih  the  late  unfortunate  king. 

Thus  perished  the  beautiful  Marie  Antoinette^ 
daughter  of  Leopold  emperor  of  Germany^  and  one 
of  the  most  accomplished  women  of  her  age.  That 
she  had  foibles^  no  one  can  doubtj  but  let  us  not  seek 
to  disturb  the  ashes  of  a  princess  doomed  to  an  igno-- 
minious  death,  more  through  the  sanguinary  disposi* 
tion  of  Robespierre,  than  for  any  crime  which  sbo 
had  committed. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

IKTE&REGNUM. 

THE  ^loom  and  consternation  wbicb  overspread 
Paris  at  this  period,  was  increased  by  the  assas'*. 
sinaiions  which  occasionally  took  place ;  and  on  the 
^h  of  February,  1793,  Tallieo  announced,  in  the 
conveotioo,  that  Paris^  the  assassin  of  Pelletier  de  St» 
Fargeau^  who  had  voted  for  the  king's  deaths  had 
been  apprehended;  and  that  on  his  person  were  found 
three  papers,  one  of  which  contained  the  following 
words:  "I  bad  no  accomplices  in  the  slorious  actl 
atchieved,  by  the  murder  of  the  villain  Pelletier:  had 
I  not  foiuad  him  ready  for  the  blow,  I  should  have 
purged  the  earth  of  that  regicide,  parricide,  and  pa« 
trieide,  D'Or4eans/'  This  murder  occasioned  the 
shutting  of  the  barriers  gainst  all  the  friends  of  the 
late,  royal  sufferers,  whereby,  it  is  said,  six  thousand 
persons  were  arrested  as  emigrants.  The  people  also 
saw  themselves  ajkout  to  be  plunged  into  a  general  war 
with  fresh  enemies,  who  were  hastening  to  join  the 
league  against  France.  We  do  not  mean  here  to  enter 
into  irdetail  of  the  political  struggles  that  occurred  id 
any  other  country  thai^  that  in  the  narrative  of  whose 
leyolnlion  we  a^e  now  engaged.    It  wiU  therefore 
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only  be  necessary  to  remark  in  general,  that  mosit  f 
the  foreign  powers  thought  tbemseWes  endangered  by 
fbe  propagation  of  those  republican  opinions  which 
bad  overturned  the  French  monarchy;  and  with  these 
Great  Britain  united  in  an  offensive  war« 

The  republicans  for  some  time  endeavoured  to  con- 
ciliate the  favour  of  the  British  government;  but  this 
being  impossible,  M.  Cbauvelin,  the  French  ambas-* 
aador  at  the  court  of  St.  James%  was  ordered  to  quit 
London,  which  he  did,  and  repaired  to  Paris;  where, 

'  in  the  debates  which  took  place  on  the  occasion,  it 
was  said,  *'  Let  us  have  ,peace  with  England,  if  we 
have  war  with  the  whole  world/'  Thus  did  the 
French  endeavour  to  court  the  good-will  of  the 
-British  government:  tbey  sent  M.  Chauveltn  back 
again  to  England  in  the  capacity  of  ambassador 
from  the  French  republic;  but  he  wa^  not  suffered  to 

^  remain,  and  was  ordered  to  quit  the  country  in  a  few 
Bours.  This  hostile  mdksure  so  irritated  the  French, 
that  the  national  convention,  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1793,  on  the  motion  of  Brissot,  decreed,  that  in  cotw 
sequence  of  certain  acts  of  agression,  the  French 
republic  is  at  war  with  the  king  of  England  and  tho 
stadtbolder  of  the  Unitied  Provinces.  War  was  like* 
wise  declared  against  Spain:  so  that  in  the  course  of 
the  summer  of  1793,  France  was  at  war  with  all  Eu* 
fope,  excepting  only  Switzerland,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
and  Turkey. 

In  the  mean  time  Oumourier,  ,who  was  proceeding 
agreeably  to  his  orders,  made  an  attack  upon  Holland; 
but  in  doing  this  he  dispersed  his  troops  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  expose  them  to  a  dangerous  attack  on  the 
side  of  Germany.  He  ordered  general  Miranda  to 
invest  Maestricht,  while  he  advanced  to  block  up 
Breda  anil  Bergen- op-zoom.  Breda;  which  was  de* 
fended  by  count  Byland,  surrendered  on  the  ^Mh  of 
February;  Klundert  was  taken  on  the  26th;  and 
Gertruydenbisrg  on  the  4th  of  March. — But  here  the 
triumphs  of  Ddmoorier  ceased:  the  sieges  of  Wil^ 
liamstedt  and  Bergen*Qp-zoom  were  vigorously  bul 
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unsuccessfully  pressed.  The  French  troops  io  the.. 
Netherlands^  aild  on  the  Geraian  frontier,  beio^  ui« 
judiciously,  posted,  and  the  commanders  not  being  pa 
the:  nvost  Jiaraioniott*  terois,  the  prince  of  SaxeCa- 
burg,  who  cofBOiaiided  tbe  Austrians,  conceived  the 
hope  of  bfingiog  the  republican  army  to  a  disadvan^ 
tapeous  action.  On  the  1st  of  March,  general  Clair- 
fait,  having  putted  tbe.  Roer,  attacked  the  French 
^als,  and  compelled  4hem  to  retrmt  with  tbeiossof 
two  thousand  men.  The  following  day  the  Austrians 
attacked  them  anew  with  considerable  success.  0» 
tbe  3d,  the  French  weue  driven  fson.  Aix**la*Ghapelle^ 
with  the  loss  of  four  thousand  men  killed,  and  sizteea 
hundred  taken  ptisonera. 

Tbe  siege  of  Mae^icht  was  now  raised,  and  the 
French  retreated  to  Tongres,  where  they  were  akit 
attacked,  and  forced  to  retreat  to  SU  Trdn.  Du* 
mourier  here  joined  Ihem,  but  did  not  bring  bis  army 
aloiig  with  him  from  Holland* 

After  some  skirmishes,  a  general  engagement  took 
place  at  Neerwinden.  It  was  fought,  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  with  great  obstinacy ;  but  they  were  at 
length  overpowered  by  the  dumber  of  their  enemiefl^ 
and,  perhaps,  ala»  by  the  treachery  of  their  com- 
mander. TBis  defeat  was  fatal.  The  French  tost 
three  thousand  men^  and  six  thousand  immediately  re* 
turned  home  to  France.  Dumeurier  continued  toier 
treat,  and  on  tbe  22d  he  was.  again  attacked  near 
Louvain.  He  now,  through  the  medium  of  colonel 
Mack,  came  to  an  understanding  with  the  Impe* 
rialists;  and  it  was  agreed  that  his  retreat  should  not 
be  interrupted:  it  was  fully  settled  between  him  and 
tbe  Austrians,  tbftt,  while  the  latter  took  possession  of 
Cond6  and  Valenciennes,  he  should  march  to  Paris^ 
dissolve  tbe  convention,  and  place  the  son  of  the  late 
king  upon  the  throne. 

The  rapid  retreat  and  successive  defeats  of  general 
Dumaurier,  soon  rendered  his  conduct  suspicious. 
Commissioners  were  sent  from  the  executive  power  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  bis  desigps.  They  dis- 
sembled^ 
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ieiiibled>  and  pretended  to  coaraiQnicate  to  him  a 
teheme  of  a  counler^reTolution.  He  confessed  bis 
inteotioo  of  dissolving  the  convention  and  the  Jacobiii 
club  by  force>  which  he  said  would  not  exist  three 
weeks  loi^r,  and  of  restoring  monarchy.  On  the 
report  of  these  commissioners,  the  convention  sent 
BoumeavtUe,  the  minister  of  war,  to  supersede  and 
arrest  Dumourier,  along  with  Camus,  Blancal,  La 
Marque,  and  Qoinette,  as  commissioners.  Du^- 
mourier,  having  intelligence  of  what  was  passing, 
assembled  his  chosen  troops,  which  consisted  of  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  thousand  men,  and  asked  them  if 
any  part  of  his  conduct  had  merited  that  be  should  be 
condemned  as  a  traitor?  They  all  cried  with  one 
voice,  that  he  had  behaved  with  great  courage,  and 
that  they  most  deserved  the  appellation  wbo  had 
called  him  so.  So  soon  as  the  commissioners  arrived, 
and  Bournonville  had  made  known  their  errand,  Du*- 
mourier  affected  to  receive  them  with  great  civility, 
and  invited  them  to  the  place  d*armes,  where  they  had 
no  sooner  arrived,  than  he  immediately  put  them  un- 
der arrest,  reproaching  theiti  with  their  folly  in  hav- 
ing undertaken  such  a  business.  He  then  took  from 
them  their  swords,  and  sent  them  nnder  a  file  of  gre* 
nadiers  to  the  Austrian  general  Clairfait's  head- 
quarters at  Tournay,  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  the 
royal  family.  He  next'attempted  to  seduce  his  army 
from  their  fidelity  to  the  convention;  but  he  speedilv 
found  that  he  had  much  mistaken  the  character  of  his 
troops:  upon  the  first  report,  that  their  general  was  to 
be  carried  as  a  criminal  to  Paris,  they  were  seized  with 
audden  indignation;  but,  when  they  found  that  an  at- 
tempt was  making  to  prevail  with  them  to  turn  their 
arms  against  their  country,  their  sentiments  altered; 
and  they  disdained  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  citizens. 

Two  proclamations  were  issued  on  the  5th  of  April; 
one  by  Dumourier,  and  the  other  by  the  prince  of 
Saxe  Cobourg,  declaring,  that  their  only^^rpoae  was 
to  restore  the  French  constitution  of  1789,  1790,  and 
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1791.  Coboufg  announqed^  that  the, allied  powers 
wished  merely  to  co-operate  with  Dumpurier  in  giving 
to  France  her  constitutional  kine,  without  altering  the 
constitution  she  had  formed  for  nerself;  declaring,  oa 
his  word  of  honour^  that  he  came  not  to  the  Frenoh 
territory  for  the  purpose  of  making  conquests.  Oo 
the  same  day  Dumourie,r  went  to  the  advanced  guard 
of  his  own  camp  at  Maulde.  He  there  learned  that 
the  corps  of  artillery  had  risen  upon  their  general,  and 
were  marching  to  Valenciennes;  and  he  soon  found 
that  the  whole  army  had  determined  to  stand  by  their 
country.  Seven  hundred  cavalry  and  eight  hundred 
infantry  was  the  whole  amount  of  the  troops  that  de« 
serted  with  Dumourier  to  the  Austrians,  and  many 
of  these  afterwards  returned,  and  rejoined  their 
former  corps. 

An  ev^nt  so  momentous. as  the  defection  of  Du« 
mourier,  excited  great  speculations  and  a  considerable 
ferment  in  Paris.  Each  of  the  contending  factions 
endeavouced  to  make  use  of  it  against  their  oppo« 
nents.  When  the  report  of  Cambaceres  was  read,  aa 
attempt  was  made  to  implicate  Danton;  who,  how* 
ever,  disengaged  himself  with  great  dexterity,  and 
rolled  back  the  accusation  on  the  Brissotines.  Du-* 
mourier  himself  had  not  an  advocate  or  a  friend;  he  * 
'was  unanimously  declared  a  trajtor  tq  the  nation  by 
both  parties,  and  outlawed,  together  with  the  compa-* 
nions  of  his  flight.  The  convention  set  a  price  on  his 
head,  and  oflered  a  reward  of  a  hundred  thousand 
crowns  (12,5001.)  and  a  full  restoration  of  property^ 
to  anyemigrant  who  should  destroy  him  ^. 

==  By 

*  The  fortune  which  afterwards  befel  him  may  be  summed  ap 
In  a  few  words.  Uoemplojed  by  the  allies,  he  wished  to  take  re« 
fttge  in  Switxerland,  but  was  forbidden  to  enter  the  country ;  he 
then  went  to  Stutgard,  and  crayed  an  audience  of  the  duke  of  1¥ ir* 
teraberg,  bjit  was  commanded  to  quit  his  territories.  From  that 
place  he  went  to  Margentheim  in  Franconia,  professing  his  inteo« 
tion  to  life  in  solitude  and  write  history ;  but  he  soon  returned  to 
Brnsseb)  and  published  a  proclamation  to  the  French  nation,  and 
.another  to  the  com ention.  Foiled  in  efery  attempt  to  appear 
y  yoi..  h    ^o.  YL  R  adrantageousl^ 
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By  (be  defection  of  Dumourier^  ho^ever^  the  who^ 
French  army  of  (he  north  was  diMolved.  The  Prus- 
sians were,  at  the  same  time,  advancing  on  the  Rhine 
mrath  an  imraense  force^  and  about  (o  commence  the 
siege  of  Mentz.  In  the  interior  of  the  republic  more 
•erious  evils,  if  possible,  were  arising.  In  the  de* 
partments  of  la  Vendee  and  la  Loire>  formerly  the 
provinces  of  Bri(tany  and  Poitou,  immense  moUi*^ 
tudes  of  emigrants  and  other  royaIis(s,  had  gradually 
assembled  in  (be  course  of  the  win(er :  (hey  professed 
to  act  in  the  name  of  Monsieur,  as  regent  of  France. 
About  the  middle  of  March  they  advanced  against 
Nantz  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  men ;  in  the 
beginning  of  April  they  defeated  the  republicans  in 
two  pitched  batdes,  and  possessed  themselves  of  fifty 
leagues  of  country;  (hey  even  threatened,  by  their 
own  efforts,  to  shake  the  new  republic  to  its  foun^t 
dation. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1793,  a  congress  of  the  com-* 
bined  powers  inimical  to  France  assembled  at  Antwerp* , 
It  was  attended  by  the  prinee  of  Orange  and  his  two 
sons,  with  his  excellency  Vander  Spiegel,  on  the  pari 
of  Holland;  by  the  duke  of  York  and  lord  Auckland 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  by  the  prince  of  Saxe 
Cohourg,  counts  Metternich,  Staremberg,  and  Mercys 
d'Argenteau,  with  the  Prussian,  Spanish,  and  Neapo* 
litan  envoys.  It  was  here  determined  to  commence  ac- 
tive operations  against  France.  The  prince  of  Co* 
bourg's  proclamation  was  recalled,  and  a  scheme  of 
com^plete  conquest  announced. 

advantagconslj  on  the  continent,  he  Tistted  England,  hating  ol^-- 
tained  a  passport  under  the  feigned  name  and  character  of  Peralta, 
an  Italian  merchant.  Oa  his  arriTal,  the  ^Oth  of  Jone,  1793,  hs 
irrote  to  lord  GreoTille^  soliciting,  in  abject  terms,  leave  to  re4f 
main  near  Loodoa  till  the  end  of  the  revolution*  A  polite  answci^ 
vas  returnedy  in  which  Daoioorier  was  informed  that  his  contU 
nuance  in  England  could  not  be  permitted,  and  he  remained  onljT 
one  day  in  Li^ndon.  After  staying  a  week  at  Dorer  in  cautiou!^ 
privacy,  he  returned  in  obscurity  to  the  continent,  where  be  ro« 
nained  unpitted  and  contemned  by  all  orders  of  society*  He  war 
^triioadon  in  1803. 
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In  the  mean  timecommisdioners  from  the  cpn?ea(i(m 
industriously  set  up  the  standard  of  the  repubUcaneW| 
«nd  the  scattered  battalions  flocked  around  it.  G^ 
neral  Dampierre  was  i^ppointed  to  the  chief  command 
10  Flanders,  and  on  the  13th  he  was  able  to  resist  a^ 
general  attack  made  upon  hk  advanced  posts.  Oj| 
the  14th,  bis  advanced  guard  jidded  to  superior  nuni* 
bers;  but  on  the  15th  he  w-as  victorious  in  a  loqg  and 
^ell-fought  battle.  On  the  23d,  the  Austrians  wera 
again  repulsed;  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  genera^ 
Dampierre  was  tiimtelf  repulsed  in  an  attack  upon 
the  enemy.  On  the  8thy  another  engagement  took 
place^  near  St.  Amand,  where  the  British  troops, 
^particularly  the  guards,  under  the  command  of  the 
^duke  of  Vork,  obtained  great  praise  by  the^r  spirited 
exertions.  They  so  effectually  supported  the  Au-. 
strians  ^nd  Prussians,  that  tbe  French  were  at  last 
compelled  to  retire.  Tbe  republican  commander> 
Daipp.i^rf e>  received  a  shot,  which  proved  fatal ;  and 
the  loss  of  the  French  was  about  four  thousand  men, 
killed  and  wounded.  The  English  alone  lost  about 
jone  thousand  five  hundred  killed  pnd  wounded,  but 
what  was  tlie  Ipss  sustained  by  the  other  allies  we  are 
^ot  informed* 

On  the  23d,  a  very  determined  attack  was  made  by 
the  allies  upon  the  French  fortified  camp  of  Famars, 
which  cavered  the  town  of  Valenciennes.  The  French 
were  overcome,  and  in  the  night  abandoned  their 
camp.  )[n  consequepce  of  this,  the  allies  were  en*- 
abled  to  ^omipence^  the  siege  of  Vajencieoi^es;  for 
Conde  had  beep  blockaded  ever  since  the  1st  of  April^^ 
About  the  saoie  time,  general  Custiq/e,  on  the  Rhixie^ 
made  9.  violent  but  Mpsuccessful  attack  upon  the  Prus^ 
sians;  in  copsequence  of  which  they  were  now  en- 
abled to  lay  siege  to.  IVlentz.  The  Corsican  general 
Paoli  jrevoUed  at  this  period  {  and  the  new  republic^ 
^saulted  from  withput  by  the  whole  strength  of  Eu- 
cope,  was  undef  mined  by  treaphery  ^nd  faction  within.^ 

While  France  seamed  to  be  in  a  state  verging  iippiA 
juip,  parties  in  tbe  ponventiop  wpr<&  becoming  daily 
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more  fierce  in  their  animosity;  and^  regardless  of  what 
was  passing  at  a  distance,  thej  seemed  only  anxious  for 
the  extermination  of  each  other.  In  the  month  of 
Marchj  the  celebrated  Revolutionary  Tribunal  was 
established  for  the  purpose  of  trying  crimes  committed 
against  the  stale;  and  the  Girondist  party,  the  mild- 
ness of  whose  administration  bad  suffered  the  evils  of 
their  country  to  increase,  began  to  feel  the  necessity 
of  adopting  measures  of  severity.  Bnt  the  public 
calamities  which  now  rapidly  followed  in  succession, 
"were  ascribed  by  their  countrymen  to  their  imbecility 
or  perfidy.  This  gave  to  the  party  of  the  Mountain 
a  fatal  advantage.  On  the  15th  of  April,  the  com* 
muoes  of  the  forty-eight  sections  of  Paris  presented  a 
petition,  requiring  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Girondists 
therein  named  should  be  impeached  and  expelled  from 
the  Convention.  This  was  followed  on  the  1st  of 
May,  by  another  petition  from  the  suburb  of  St.  An-* 
toine.  The  Girondist  party,  in  the  mean  time,  im* 
peached  Marat;  but  he  was  acquitted  by  the  jury 
before  whom  he  was  tried.  The  Mountain,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Jacobin  club,  had  now  acquired  a 
complete  ascendancy  over  the  city  of  Paris.  The  Gi- 
rondists, or  Brissotines,  proposed  therefore  to  remove 
the  convention  from  the  capital  to  Versailles;  but,  to 
prevent  this,  the  Mountain  resolved  to  make  the  same 
use  of  the  people  of  the  capital  against  the  Girondist 
party,  that  they  had  formerly  done  against  the  mo- 
narch on  the  10th  of  August. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  in  detail  all  the  sanguinary 
tamults  that  occurred,  either  in  Paris  or  in  the  convene 
tion,  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  month  of  May. 
On  the  31st,  the  tocsin  was  sounded,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  generate  was  beat,  and  the  alarm 
guns  fired.  AH  was  commotion  and  terror.  The  ci- 
tizens flew  to  arms,  and  assembled  round  the  Conven- 
tion. Some  deputations  demanded  a  decree  of  accu- 
sation against  thirty-five  of  its  members.  The  day, 
however,  was  spent  without  decision.  On  the  1st  of 
June^  an  armed  force  marched  up  to  the  conventtoii^ 
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^nd  made  the  same  demand.  On  the  2d  of  June  this 
"was  repeated;  the  tocsin  again  sounded^  aifd  an  hun- 
dred pieces  of  cannon  surrounded  the  national  hall. 
At  last  Barrere  mounted  the  tribune.  He  was  con^ 
sidered  a  moderate  man^  and  respected  by  both  parties; 
but  he  jiow  artfully  deserted  the  Girondists.  '  He  in^ 
Tited  the  denounced  members  voluntarily  to  resign 
their  character  of  representatit es.  Some  of  them  com* 
plied^  and  the  president  attempted  to  dissolve  the  sit^ 
ting;  but  the  members  were  now  imprisoned  in  their 
own  hall.  Henriot>  commander  of  the  armed  force; 
compelled  them  to  remain;  and  the  noxious  depu*> 
ties,  amounting  to  upwards  of  ninety  in  numlier,  wer6 
put  under  arrest,  and  a  decree  of  denuticiatiod 
agajnst  them  was  immediately  signed.  It  is  obvious; 
that  on  this  occasion  every  idea  of  liberty  in  France 
was  trodden  under  foot.  The  minority  of  the  u%* 
tional  representatives,  by  the  assistance  of  an  armed 
force  raised  in  the  capital,  compelled  the  majority  to 
submit  to  their  measures,  and  took  the  leading  mem* 
hers  prisoners.  Human  pursuits  are  a  mass  of  con- 
tradictions: the  Mountain  party  came  into  power  bjr 
preaching  liberty,  and  held  their  place  by  violating  itt 
fundamental  principles. 

The  first  result  of  the  superiority  of  the  Moun* 
tain  party  in  the  capital,  was  highly  calamitous  to  iht 
republic  at  large.  Brissot  and  some  other  deputiei 
escaped,  arid  endeavoured  to  kindle  the  flames  of 
civil  war.  But  the  influence  of  the  Jacobin  club,  and 
of  it«  various  branches,  was  such,  that  the  north  of 
'  France  Adhered  to  the  convention  a^  it  stood;  yet  th6 
southern  departments  were  speedily  in  a  state  of  re- 
belli6n.  The  department  of  Lyons  declared  the 
Mountain  party  to  he  outlawed.  Marseilles  and 
Toulon  followed  the  example  of  Lyons,  and  entered 
into  a  confederacy,  sirice  known  by  .the  appellation  of 
Fcederalism.  The  departments  of  Giroode  and  Cal- 
vados broke  out  into  open  revolt.  In  short,  the 
whole  of  France  was  in  a  state  of  warfare  and  coa- 
vobioD. 
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The  political  enthusiasm  which  pervaded  all  order* 
of  persons  was  such^  that  even  the  female  sex  did  not 
escape  its  contagion.  On  the  13tb  of  Jul  v^  1793^  the 
deputy  Marat  was  assassinated  bj  Charlotte  C«rde, 
and  on  the  following  day  particulars  relative  to  that 
event  were  communicated  to  the  convention  by  Chabot : 
Thaty  in  order  to  effect  a  counter-revolution  in  Paris^ 
the  members  of  the  Mountain  were  to  be  assassinated; 
that  the  conspirators  of  Caen«  for  this  purpose^  kept 
vp  a  correspondence  with  their  accomplices^  who  stilt 
sat  in  the  assembly.  That  a  woman^  named  Charlotte 
Corde^  was  the  first  instrument  of  their  criuie8>  who 
wrote  thus  to  Marat  on  the  preceding  Friday: 
^'  Your  civism  must  make  you  desirous  to  discover 
conspiracies:  I  have  a  very  important  one  to  commu-* 
sicate  to  you,  and>  therefore,  beg  you  will  have  me 
at  your  house/'  She  presented  herself  there  yesterr 
day  morning^  but  not  seeing  him,  left  another  note 
conceived  in  these  terms:  '^  Have  you  received  my 
letter?  If  you  have,  I  rest  upon  your  politeness.  It 
is  enough  that  I  am  unfortuntite  to  claim  your  atten* 
tioD."  Y  esterday  evening  she  went  again  to  his  hous^ 
when  heordered  her  to  be  introduced.  Sbe  spoke  much 
of  the  conspirators  who  fled  to  Caen.  Upon  his  an** 
Bwering  her  that  they  would  one  day  lose  their  heads 
upon  the  scaffold,  she  plunged  the  dagger  fthe9f 
Bhewn  hif  Chabot)  into  his  bosota.  Marat  had  only 
time  to  say,  ''  I  am  dying."  Among  other  things 
found  upon  her,  after  this  desperate  act,  was  a  certiT 
'ficate  of  her  baptism,  dated  July  28,  1768,  which 
stated,  that  she  was  born  of  M^  Jean  Francoise  Corde 
and  Charlotte  Godier  his  wife.  Charlotte  Cdrde,who 
had  travelled  from  the  department  of  Calvados  to  ef* 
feet  her  purpose,  was  condemned  shortly  after  her 
apprehension,  and  at  the  place  of  execution  she  be^ 
baved  with  infinite  constancy,  shouting,  **  Vive  la 
republique.*'  The  remains  of  Marat  were  interred 
with  great  splendor,  and  the  convention  attended  his; 
funeral.  His  party,  pejrhaps,  derived  advantage  from 
tne  nmnner  of  his  death,  as  it  seemed  to  fasten  the 
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odious  charge  of  assgBsination  upon  their  antagonists^ 
nnd  gave  them  the  appearance  of  suffering  in  the 
cause  of  libertj  *•  The  truth  is^  that  bare-faced  as<» 
sassination  was  sanctioned  by  both  parties^  under  pre- 
tence of  defending  the  liberties  of  the  republic. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Mountain^  after  their 
(riunrph^  was  to  finish  the  republican  constitution. 
Previous  to  their  fall^  the  Giisondists  had  brought  for*^ 
ward  the  plan  of  a  constitution^  chiefly  the  work  of 
Condorcet;  but  it  never  was  sanctioned  by  the  Con* 
ventioo>  and  was  too  intricate  to  be  practically  useful. 
The  new  constitution  now  framed^  which  was  after* 
wards  sanctioned  by  the  nation^  but  never  put  in  prac- 
tice, abolished  the  former  mode  of  electing  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  people  through  the  medium  of  elec- 
toral assemblies^  and  appointed  them  to  be  chosen 
immediately  by  the  primary  assemblies^  which  were 
made  to  consist  of  from  two  hundred  to  six  hundred 
citizens,  each  man  voting  by  ballot,  or  open  vote^  at 
his  option.  There  was  one  deputy  appointed  for 
every  forty  thousand  individuals,  and  population  was 
the  sole  basis  of  representation.  The  promulgation  of 
this  constitution,  however,  procured  no  small  degree 
of  applause  to  the  Mountain  party.  The  rapidity 
with  which  it  was  formed  (being  only  a  fortnight) 
seemed  to  cast  an  indelible  reproach  upon  the  inacti- 
vity of  their  antagonists,  and  it  was  considered  as  ^ 
proof  their  being  decidedly  serious  in  the  cause  of 
republicanism.  No  regard,  howaver,  had  been  paid 
to  it  by  the  convention,  which  declared  itself  perma- 
tient;  nor,  indeed^  did  it  seem  possible  to  carry  it 
into  effect. 

We  ha#s  mentioned  that  Gonde  was  invested  from 
the  beginning  of  April.  It  did  not  yield  till  the  lOtU 
of  July,  to  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  when  the  gar- 
risoor  was  so  much  reduced  by  famine  and  disease,  that 
out  of  four  thousand  men,  of  which  it  originally  con- 
sisted, only  fifteen  hundred  men  were  left  for  service. 


*  The  Iianoars  of  the  Pantheon  were  dccrised  bf  the  coBTeotioiri 
lia  the  14tli  of  November  following,  to  Marat, 
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The  ejes  of  all  Europe  were,  in  the  mean  titUe^ 
fixed  upon  the  siege  of  Valenciennes.  Colonel  Moo- 
crieff  had  contended,  that  batteries  ought  inHnedi« 
ately  to  be  placed  under  the  walls,  without  approach* 
ing  it  by  regular  parallels;  but  the  imperial  engineer^ 
M.  Ferraris;  assented,  that  the  work  of  the  great 
Vauban  must  be  treated  with  more  respect;  and  his 
opinion  was  adopted  bj^  the  council  of  war.  The 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  14:th  of  June;  and  ge* 
neral  Ferrand,  who  commanded  the  garrison,  was 
summoned  to  surrender.  But  he  answered,  f  That 
rather  than  capitulate,  he  would  bury  himself  under 
the  ruins  of  the  works."  The  batteries  having  at 
length  reduced  the  principal  parts  of  the  town  to 
ashes,  the  inhabitants  besought  the  general  to  sur- 
render; but  he  told  them  in  a  proclamation,  that  he 
would  not  betray  the  nation;  and  threatened,  on  the 
least  appearance  of  tumult,  to  resort  to  the  extremes 
of  military  rigour.  The  allies  now  carried  on  their 
operations  till  half  the  garrison  had  perished,  the  ar« 
tillery  was  dismounted,  the  fortifications  destroyed, 
mnd  breaches  opened  in  the  wall  sufficient  to  adroit  the 
passage  even  of  cavalry.  The  mines  were  sprung 
with  success,  and  the  duke  of  York,  attacking  the 
bom-work  onjhe  25tb  of  July,  made  himself  master 
of  the  mines  of  the  besieged,  and  discovering  a  sob- 
terraneous  passage,  made  a  secure  lodgement  in  the 
works.  It  was  not  till  the  last  extremity,  on  the  28th 
of  July,  that  the  governor  would  accede  to  terms  of 
capitulation;  the  garrison  were  permitted  to  return  to 
Fraioce,  on  condition  of  not  serving  sigainst  the  em* 
peror  or  his  allies  till  exchanged;  end  possession  was 
taken  of  the  town  by  the  English  in  the  name  of  the 
emperor  of  Germany. 

Mentz  in  the  mean  while  was  attacked  with  equal 
success;  the  trenches  were  opened  under  the  inspect 
tion  of  the  king  of  Prussia.  The  approaches  were 
opposed  not  only  by  vigorous  sallies  from  the  besieged 

firrison,  but  from  those  of  Kostheim  and  Albanus« 
be  operations  were,  however,  continued,  and  the 
4  bottbardnea^ 
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nd  many  prinei pal  biiilding^;  the  fortifieatiooe  were 
tet  CO  §^e,  the  redoubt  of  Zablback  8urprizedi  tb« 
poot  of  Kostbetm  takem  ud  at  lengthy  after  living: 
iwo  OBOiitbs  under  an  arcb  of  fire,  the  goveraorj  oa 
ftba  2iid  of  «rulj»  wm  obliged  to  capitulate*  The 
terms  were  moderate^  the  garrisoo  being  allowed  t0 
telipe  ioto  Firanoe  wkb  tbe  honours  ^f  warj  their  co- 
lours, Brms,  and  baggage^  on  condition  of  not  serving' 
against  the  king  of  J^ussia^  or  his  allies^  fyr  tbe  spac^ 
of  one  year.. 

.  Thus  far  the  progress  of  tbe  allied  army  in  the  ior 
terior  of  France  carried  all  before  it ;  but  its  sobse^ 
quent  movements,  and  final  separation,  have  remained 
ftB  inexplicable  mystery  on  tbe  minds  of  people  ia 
general^  particularly  those  of  England,  which  no 
system  of  political  measures  have  yet  been  able  to 
uncaveL  Perhaps  the  following  remark  of  M.  La-^ 
cretelle,  in  his  ''  Precis  Htstorique  de  la  Revolution 
Fran^aise,^  published  at  Paris  in  1803,  may  help  to 
explain  this  obscure  part  of  the  campaign:  ''After 
the  fall  of  Valenciennes,  not  one  of  the  powers 
seemed  to  recollect  tbe  purposes  of  tbeir  jeague. 
France  now  appeared  to  them  another  Poland;  and 
seMsfa  views  of  partition  led  their  policy  astray.  Thcf 
emperor  declared  Valenciennes  to  be  his  conquest* 
The  prince  of  Cobourg  threatened  an  invasion  far 
better  concerted  than  that  of  the  king  of  Prussia^ 
He  bad  already  obliged  tbe  French  to  quit  Csesar'ii 
Canrp;  and  Cambray  would  have  yielded  but  feeb^ 
vesistanee;  and  the  line  of  strong  posts  would  have 
been  passed.  The  numerous  German  cavalry  way 
about  to  0Ter*run  the  plains  of  France.  Paris  would 
hwe  known  its  approach  by  that  of  famines  but 
Auslrta  forgot  Paris  and  France,  and  fixed  it$ 
thoughts  on  Quesnoy  and  Maubeuge,  aa  did  £f^* 
land  ilpon  Dunkirk.  An  absurd  order  was  issuM 
by  the  cabinet  of  ^.  Jamea^;  and  the  Ei^Usb  army# 
commanded  by  the  duke  of  York,  separated  itsfSlf' 
from  the  conquerors  of  Famars^  Had  tbe  most  in** 
;    Vol.  I-     No.  VI,  S  teterat« 
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veterat^  hatred  directed  this  moTement,  it  coold  nd 
have  rendered  it  more  incompatible  with  aoj  phi«  of 
future  concert  and  mutual  support.  The  priKe  of 
Cobourg  marching  towards  Maubeuge^  and  the  duke 
of  York  towards  Dunkirk^  caused  a  separation  of 
their  forces^  exactly  such  as  active  and  provident  eiie«' 
mies  could  have  wished/'  \^ . 

The  duke  of  York  had  no  sooner  made  koowa  hig 
intention  of  attacking  Dunkirk^  than  the  hereditarj 
prince  of  Orange  assaulted  several  posts,  chieflj  with 
a  view  of  covering  his  highnesses  march.  He  forced 
LinCelles  on  the  TSth  of  August,  with  a  small  loss ; 
but  he  was  shortly  after  dispossessed  of  it  by  the  su<* 
perior  prowess  of  the  republican  forces.  Three  Bri«» 
tish  battalions,  however,  conducted  to  his  aid  bj 
ixrajor-general  Lake,  bravely  stormed  a  very  strong 
redoubt,  and  saved  the  Dutch  by  rooting  the  enemy. 
Near  Furnes,  another  brisk  engagement  occurred^  la 
tvhich  the  allies  were  also  successful. 

The  duke  of  York  was  said  to  have  entered  into  m 
secret  Correspondence  with  O'Meara,  the  governor  of 
Dunkirk,  for  delivering  up  the  town;  bat  the  coo^ 
vention  received  intelligence  of  the  plan,  and  he  was 
removed  from  the  command  before  any  advantage 
could  be  taken  of  his  treachery.  He  was  afterwards 
put  to  death  as  a  traitor.  On  the  24rth  of  August, 
the  duke  of  York  attacked,  and  drove  the  Freoch 
Outposts  into  the  toWn,  after  an  action,  in  whieh  the 
Austrian  general,  Dal  ton,  was  killed.  A  naval  ar- 
mament was  expected  ifrom  Great  Britaia  to^  co^ 
operate  io  the  siege;  but  an  unaccountable  delay  ia 
bringing  forward  the  naval  preparations,  and  the  ue* 
cessity  of  waiting  for  heavy  artilleryr  gave  the  French 
time  to  make  ample  provision  for  the  defence  of  the 
town;  and  a  strong  republicao  farce  oaenaeed  the 
covering  army  of  the  allies,  which  vras>  commanded 
hj  the  Hanoverian  general  Freytag.  The  Hano.ve<- 
rian  general  was  fiercely  attacked  by  the  French  array 
on  the  6th  of  September,  and  his  forces  were  com** 
fletely  roated  with  amaasiog  slaagkleff,      Geneial 
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Pteytag  and  prince  Adolphus^  the  youngest  son  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain^  and  brother  to  the  duke 
^  Yorkj  were  made  prisoners  in  their  retreat^  bu( 
were  seasonably  rescued  by  a  detachment  sent  to  their 
relief,  under  general  Walmoden.  The  duke  of  York's 
right  wtog  was  greatly  harrassed  by  a  sally,  and  vast 
numbers  of  his  forces  were  dri?ea  into  the  dykes. 
It  being  impossible  now  for  the  English  to  make  any 
progress  in  the  attack  upon  the  town,  the  duke  was 
compelled  to  raise  the  si^e.  All  his  heavy  artillery^ 
amounting  to  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  with  an 
immense  quantity  of  ammunition,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy:  the  loss  also  of  the  English,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  was  excessively  great,  amounting  to 
several  thousands.  The  number  taken  prisoners  was 
likewise  very  considerable.  The  convention,  however^ 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  services  of  general  Hou* 
cfaard>  who,  they  were  informed,  could  with  ease 
bave  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  duke  and  his  army :  he 
was,  therefore,  brodght  to  trial  for  neglect  of  duty^ 
found  guilty,  and  eaeeuted.    . 

Soon  after  the  duke  of  York  had  been  compelled  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Dunkirk,  the  Dutch  posts  upon  the 
Lys  were  forced:  the  consequence  of  which  was  the 
evacuation  of  Menin.  General  Beaulieu  afterwards 
assaulted  the  latter  place,  and  retool^  it  with  very 
trifling  loss. 

.  The  prince  of  Saze-Cobourg  and  general  Clairfait, 
in  the  mean  time,  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  besiege 
Cambray  and  Botichain.  Quesnoy  was,  however^ 
taken  by  general  Clair  fait  on  the  1 1th  of  September; 
and  a  numerous  body  of  the  republican  forces  were 
defeated  at  Bissegheim.  Here  terminated  the  success 
af  the  allies  in  the  Netherlands. 
r  A  considerable,  part  of  the  French  army  of  the 
north  took  a  strong  position  near  Maubeuge,  where 
they  were  blockaded  by  the  prince  of  Cobourg;  but^ 
upon  the  15th  and  16th  .of  Octpber,  be  was  repeat- 
edly attacked  by  the  French  troops  under  Jourdaq, 
who  bad  succeeded  to  the  command  in  the  place  of 
<  >  S  2  Houchard, 
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Houchard.  The  French  now  began  to  tfec0ver  iheif 
vigour:  they  brought  into  the  field  a  forinidablia 
train  of  artillery^  in  which  were  many  tw^nty-^fow 
pouridersJ  Gommisftionen  from  the  conveotioa  hii» 
jraugued  the  doldiers^  threatened  the  timki^  and  ftpv 
plauded  the  brave.  Crowds  of  women^  wiiho«C  coilv 
fusion,  went  through  the  ranka^  distributing  spiriT 
tuous  tiquors  in  abundance,  and  carrying  off  th# 
wounded.  The  attacks  were  frequent  and  terrible  oq 
both  sides;  but  the  Austrians  had  coaaiderably  tho 
disadvantage,  and  prjuce  Cobourg  evacuated  his  po^ 
jition  during  the  flight.  The  French  noar  menaced 
iht  maritime  part  of  Flanders.  They  took  Furnes^ 
and  besiegied  Nieuport.  A  detachment  of  British 
troops,  ready  to  sail  to  the  West  Indies,  were  hastily 
sent  to  Ostend,  which,  for  some  time,  prevented  tM 
further  progress  of  the  French^ 

fi^ucb  was  the  multiplicity  of  the  events  thai  now  oe« 
/curred  in  France,  that  it  is  difficult  to  state  (he  lujtt 
lines  of  them  with  any  tolerable  perspicuity*  ,Wa 
bave  already  noticed  the  dissentions  that  prevailed 
throughout  the  republic,  in  consequence  of  the  ttv- 
uropb  of  the  Mountain  party  on  the  Slst  of  May« 
The  depattmept  of  Calvados  was  first  in  arms  against 
the  cpDveotion,  under  the  command  of  Feltx  Wimp? 
fen;  but,  before  the  end  of  July,  the  insuriectioo 
was  quieted,  after  a  few  skirmishes.  But  the  feeder 
raiism  of  the  cities  of  Marseilles,  Lyons,  and  Toulon, 
still  remained.  Lyons  was  attacked,  on  the  8th  of 
Aiis^nst,  by  the  conventional  troops.  Several  actioni 
followed,  which  were  attended  with  gre«t  loss  oa 
the  part  of  the  assailants  and  of  the  besi^ed.  The 
(City  was  reduced  almost  to  a  heap  of  ruins;  but  it  held 
out  during  the  whole  month  of  September.  Keller^ 
man  was  removed  from  hiscommand  on  account  of  bis 
supposed  inactivity;  and  the  city  surrendered  on  the 
8th  of  October  to  general  Doppet,  who  had  just  be*? 
fore  been  ^  pbysiciBp.  Such  was  the  ragp  of  party 
;Beal,  that  the  walls  and  public  buildings  of  Lyon^. 
were  ordered  (o  be  rased,  apd  its  name  Ranged  t#  thai 
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pf  VtUc  Affrmclik.  Many  hundreds  of  its  dtmem 
>rere  dragged  U^  the  scaffold,  on  account  of  their  d^ 
ledged  treasonaUe  Iresistaace  to  the  conveojtioo.  Tkm 
ifieterious  pattji  wearied  by  the  slow  operation  of  the 
guillotine,  at  last  destroyed  their  prisoners  in  nmlti- 
tildes,  by  firing  grape-shot  upon  them,  under  the  di- 
reetioa  of  Coliot  d'Herbois.  Such,  indeed,  was  the 
futrelentiog  character  of  the  sanguinary  Mountain^ 
that  they  not  only  encoaraged  the  destruction  of  mul* 
titudes,  but  declared,  that  ''  terror  wm  with  them  thi 
^rder  of  the  day.*'  ^ 

In  the  end  of  July,  general  Carteaux  was  aent 
against  Marseilles.  In  the  beginning  of  August  ha 
gained  some  successes  over  the  advanced  foederalist 
troops*  On  the  24tb,  he  took  the  town  of  Aiz,  and 
the  Marseillois  submitted.  But  the  leading  people  of 
the  city  of  Toulon  entered  into  a  negociation,  and  sub* 
mitted  to  the  British  admiral,  lord  Hood,  under  eon* 
dition  that  he  should  preserve  the  town  and  shipping 
for  Lottk  XVII.  and  under  the  stipulation  that  he 
dK>uld  assist  in  restoring  the  constitution  of  1789« 
The  siegit  of  Toulon,  afer  having  been  thus  surreal* 
dered  to  tBe  Englisb,  was  commenced  by  general 
Carteaux  in  the  beginning  of  September;  it  contt* 
nued,  without  much  vigour,  during  that  and  the 
whole  of  the  succeeding  month.  Neapolitan,  Spanish^ 
and  l&nglish,  troops,  were  brought  by  sea  to  assist  in 
its  defence.  In  the  beginning  of  November,  Carteaux 
was  removed  to  the  command  of  the  army  in  Italy, 
and  general  Dugommier  succeeded  him.  The  English 
general  O'Hara  arrived  with  reinforcements  from  Gib^ 
laltar,  and  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  town. 
Oh  the  30th  of  November,  the  garrison  made  a  pow- 
erful sally  to  destroy  seme  batteries  that  were  erecting 
upon  heights  which  commanded  the  city.  The  French 
were  surprized,  and  driven  from  their  object;  but, 
lelated  by  the  facility  of  their  conquest,  the  allied 
troops  rushed  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy,, 
imd  were  onespectedly  |met  by  a  strong  French  force 
jt)^t  was  drawn  ;out  to  protect  the  fugitives.    O'Hara 
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HOW  headed  a  battalion  from  the  city  to  endeavour  t# 
bring  off  his  troops;  but  he  was  wounded  in  the  arm^ 
and  taken  prisoner;  but  the  total  loss  of  the  allies^  in 
this  sortie,  was  estimated  at  nearly  one  thousand  men. 
The  French  now  mustered  in  full  force  around 
Toulon,  and  prepared  for  the  attack.  It  was  begua 
on  the  19th  of  December,  in  the  morning,  and  was 
chiefly  directed  against  Fort  Mulgrave,  defended  by 
the  British.  This  fort  was  protected  by  an  en- 
trenched camp,  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon,  thirty-six 
and  twenty-four  pounders,  five  mortars,  and  three 
thousand  troops. .  Such  was  the  ardour  of  the  as- 
sault, that  it  was  carried  in  an  hour,  and  the  whole 
garrison  was  destroyed  or  taken.  The  allies,  finding 
it  impossible  to  defend  the  place,  embarked  their 
troops,  after  having  set  fire  to  the  arsenal  and  some 
ships.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  undertook  the  dangerous 
task  of  burning  the  store-houses  and  ships,  amidst  a 
continued  firing  from  the  enemy  onshore.  A  *'  rapid 
Ignition''  took  place,  but  they  were  unable  to  extend 
it  to  the  vessels  that  were  nearest  the  town.  A  scene 
of  confusicm  ensued,  such  as  has  not  been  known  in 
the  history  of  modern  wars.  Crowds  of  people,  of 
every  rank,  age,  and  sex,  hurried  on-board  the  ships^ 
to  avoid  the  vengeance  of  their  enraged  countrymen; 
3ome  of  the  inhabitants  began  to  fire  upon  their  late 
allies;  others,  in  despair,  were  seen  plunging  into  the 
aea^  making  a  vain  effort  to  reach  the  ships;  or  put- 
ting an  end,  at  once,  to  their  own  existence  upon  the 
shore.  Thirty-ode  ships  of  the  line  were  found  by 
the  British  at  Toulon;  thirteen  were  left  behind;  ten 
were  burnt;  four  bad  been  previously  sent  to  the 
French  ports  of  Brest  and  Rochefort,  with  five  thou- 
sand republicans  who  could  not  be  trusted;  and 
Great  Britain  finally  obtained  by  this  expedition  three 
ships  of  tbe4ine,  four  frigates,  and  as  many  sloops.* 
After  the  English  and  the  allies  had  retreated  from 
Toulon,  the  French,  in  the  style  of  bombast  and 
falsehood,  said,  that  ''  the  English,  took  it  like  cow- 
ards, and  quitted  it  like  poltroons." 
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^t  It  is  said  that  general  Dugommier  expressed  in 
eoudeil  an  opinion  that  it  wag  utterly  impossible  to 
recover  Toulon,  unless  a  most  competent  engineer 
could  be  found  to  manage  and  direct  the  immense  ar-* 
tiilery  to  be  employed  against  it.  Such  a  person  waa 
found  in  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  a  Corsican  by  birth, 
frbo  had  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  La 
Fere.  Having  fled  from  the  troubles  that  prevailed 
IP  bis  native  country,  he  now  offered  his  services,  and 
was  employed  by  the  deputy  Barras,  on  the  recom-* 
m^Ddation  of  bis .  countryman  Salicetti.  The  whoU 
dik^ectioa  of  the  artillery, was  committed  to  his  svh 
perintendasce (  he  reconnoitred  the  works;  erected 
batteries  in  proper  situations;  and  by  his  efforts  drove 
the  allies  from  the  shores  of  France.  On  the  24rth  of 
December,  it  was  decreed,  in  the  convention,  that  the 
anpy  at  Toulon  had  deserved  well  of  their  country; 
and  that  the  name  of  Toulon  should  be  suppressed* 
mod  be  called  in  future  Port  de  la  Montagne.  A 
^grand  fesliyal  was  celebrated  at  Parts  on  the  30th,  m 
consequence  of  the  recapture  of  Toulon;  when  all 
the  members  of  the  convention  attended,  and  went  in 
procession  from  the  gardens  of  the  Palais  Nationalei 
to  the  Champs  de  Mara* 


CHAPTER    V. 

•     .* 

9Be  H18*fORY  tn?  THE   Lt^  OF  NAPOLEON  fiONAPAKffit 
*      FltOIt    HIS   ISlIRTH   TILL   THE    RE-TAKING 
OF  TOULON. 

THE  histiiry  of  the  early  live^of  great  m<en«  whe« 
ther  they  be  attttesmen  or  warriors^  have  been  con* 
demoed  by  some^  bs  totally  uninteresting;  and  extolled 
by  others,  as  necessary  to  render  ther  biographical  at- 
counts  of  their  lives  complete.  But  a  circumstantial 
Barraftive  of  the  school-day  transactions  of  such  a  per* 
aonas  Bonaparte,  will  be  perused  with  interest,  and  »f** 
lord  »  syeoies  of  serious  vefleation  to  those  who  mean 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


144       liSMOJRS  W  BONAMRTB  AND  InstOftY  Of 

$0  pWtuet'imltUrj  course  of  Hfef.  Some  of  tKein 
viU,  no  doubt,  be  Uiought  lightly  of  by  tbe  tliiakiitg 
part  of  our  Readers^  while  others  will  be  viewed  u 
contaipiiig  marks  of  superior  genius^  and  indicative  of 
great  OMlitary  sagacity. 

Napoleoo  Boaapaf te  was  boro  on  the  15th  ^f 
August^  1769,  at  Ajaccio,  in  Corsica.  He  was  the 
second  SOD  of  Carlo  Bonaparte,  a  lawyer,  by  his^wifa 
]jietitiaB.anicJini;  and,  it  has  been  asserted,  that  the 
fameus  General  Pascal  Papli  was  his  god-father^ 
General  Count  Marboeuf,  who  had  conquered  Corsicai 
for  the  kingdom  of  France,  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the 
Fifteenth;  and  was  appointed  governor  of  that  islandi^ 
became  the  early  patron  of  young  Bonaparte.  The 
protection  of  the  count  Marbaouf  was  very  advantage* 
eus  to  the  whole  family  of  Carlo  Bonaparte. 

The  father  of  Napoleon,  Carlo  Bonaparte,  wae 
likewise  born  at  Ajaccio,  and  bred  to  the  civil  law  at 
Rome.  He  afterwards  took  part  wi|h  tbe  Celebrated 
Paoli,  in  the  memorable  struggle,  which  was  made 
by.  the  Corsicans,  against  the  tyrannical  efforts  of 
Louis  the  Fifteenth,  and  the  nefarious  schenaes  of  hie 
minister  Choiseul.  On  this  occasion  the  intrepid  Carle 
not  only  laid  aside  the  civilian's  gown,  but  it  is  said  he 
actually  carried  a  firelock  as  a  private  centinel;  after 
which  he  was  advanced  Itf  the  rank  of  major.  On  the 
conquest  of  the  island  by  tbe  French,  he  wished  (e 
retire  from  the  service,  with' the  gallant  Paoli,  who 
had  so  nobly  struggled  to  emancipate  his.  countrymes 
from  a  foreign  yoke;  but  be  was  hindered  by  his  uncle^p 
a  canon  of  the  church,  who  exercised  a  parental  au- 
thority over  him.  In  the  year  1773,  a  deputation  from 
thcl  three  estates  was  dispatched  to  the  king  of  France  IF 
and  Carlo  Bonaparte  was  selected  to  represent  the 
Dobles.  He  was  soon  after  promoted  to  the  office  ef 
procuratore  reale  of.  Ajaccio,  where  his  aodestoie 
(who  came  originally  frotai  Tuscany)  bad  been  sett 
tied  for  oedrly  twa  hundred  years.  His  zfamily  was 
numerous;  for  he  bad  seven  children^  namely,  foiia 
tons  and  three  daughter^..    It  .was,  however,  bisigood 
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#otiune^  to  be  cBernfaed  by  tbe  Frencb,  and  botb  he 
and  his  family  lived  on  terms  of  the  greatest  intimacy 
^Hh  the  Count  de  Marbofeuf^  as  we  have  before  meii- 
ttoned. 

Count  Marbcenf,  on  the  death  of  his  friend.  Carlo 
Bonaparte^  continued  to  patronize  his  family^   ilnd 

Slaced>    through  the  influence  of   the  Marshal  de 
egur,  the  French  minister  atwar>  his  second  sou. 
Napoleon,  as  an  Elcvt  du  Roi,  in  L'Ecole  Militaire,  , 
at  Brienoe  in  the  province  of  Champagne.     This 
academy  was  under  tne  direction  of  the  fatners,  called 
Minims.     It  was  here  that  he  acquired  a  considerable 
knowledge  in  the  rudiments  of  mathematics  from 
Father   Patrault,    whom  Napoleon  ever  afterwards 
mentioned  with  respect  and  esteem.     It  was  here  also^ 
that  he  attained  to  a  considerable  share  of  knowledge 
in  the  military  and  political  sciences,  which  he  so  well 
matured  by  experience,  and  which  enabled  him  to  lead 
mighty  armies  to  battle,  and  to  victory;  which  enabled 
.  him  to  cause  kings  and  princes  to  fall  at  his  feet  and 
sue  for  the  nominal  possession  of  their  states,  which 
procured  for  him  kingdom^  which  he  bestowed  oil 
whom  he  chose  to  create  sovereigns,  and  which  gavtf 
him  tbe  uncontrolled  and  absolute  dominion  of  an  em- 
pire that  he  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  of  exaltation  onr 
fhe  European  contindnt,  and  seated  him  on  the  throne 
of  the  most  ancient  and  powerful  dynasties  of  the 
globe. 

VEcok  Militaire  at  Brienne  was  one  of  the  thtr* 
tten  Royal  Military  Academies,  or  Colleges,  which 
were  established  in  various  provinces  of  the  kingdom 
of  France,  and  they  were  particularly  patronised  hf 
Louis  XV.  and  X  Vl.    These  military  colleges  were 
ttiagnificently  endowed,  and  the  pupils  enjoyed  all  the 
advantages  that  were  essential  to  their  domestic  con« 
venience  and  happiness.    In  these  seminaries  the  most 
able  masters  were  employed  to  superintend  their  edu-* 
ciMiou,  and  they  were  principally  required  to  attain  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  ancient  and  modern  Ian-' 
guagfes,  geography,  history^  the  mathematics,  and: 
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.every  branch  of  tnilitarj  science.  But  these  pursuit* 
vere  enlivened  by  the  charms  of  elegant  literature:  the 
useful  and  the  pleasant  were  occasionally  blended,  and 
the  fatigue  of  mind  arising  from  abstruse  inquiries  was 
;iucceeded  by  an  indulgence  in  studies  that  were  less 
elaborate.  The  pupils  were  likewise  instructed  to  ac- 
custom themselves  to  such  -amusements  as  inure  the 
constitution  to  toils  which  men,  trained  to  military  ser- 
vices are  likely  to  experience. 

The  Royal  Military  School  at  Paris  was  the  prin- 
cipal military  seminary  in  the  country/  and  it  was  to 
this  school  Uiat  not  only  subordination  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  pupils  of  the  others,  but  to  which  they 
mil  looked  forward  as  the  haven  of  every  youth  of  pre- 
eminent genius,  who  had  received  his  education  in  any 
of  the  military  seminaries  of  the  provinces.  Once  a-» 
vear  examinations  were  held  in  the  presence  of  a  royal 
inspector,  (  who  was  most  commonly  a  general  officer, ) 
and  two  members  of  the  French  Academy;  and  after 
their  examination,  those  pupils,  whose  proficiency  in 
study. qualified  them  for  candidates,  and  whose  good 
behaviour  in  the  school  received  the  testimony  of  the 
regents,  were  selected  and  admitted  pupils  of  the 
Royal  Military  Academy  at  Paris;  where  their 
atuaies  were  completed.  After  which  they  were 
honourably  dismissed,  and  immediately  taken  into  the 
service,  by  being  attached  to  some  regiment,  or  ap- 
pointed to  some  military  employ. 

Ia  the  year  1779,  when  he  was  only  ten  years  of 
age.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  sent  to  the  Royal  Mi- 
litanr  Academy  at  Brienne.  But  at  this  early  age 
he  discovered  a  very  peculiar  temper  of  mind.  He 
studiously  avoided  the  juvenile  sports  and  amusements 
of  his  fellow  pupils,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  in 
number,  and  appeared  rather  to  court  solitude  and 
gloom.  He  withdrew  himself  from  partaking  in  their 
mirth,  and  devoted  the  principal  part  of  his  time^ 
after  the  duties  of  the  school,  to  sedentary,  rather  than, 
to  active  employ,  and  appeared  entirely  absorbed  in 
his  own  individual  and  retired  pursuits,  1^  was  sel- 
dom 
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^om  that  he  exposed  himself  to  his  school-fellows;'^ 
tor  as  he  came  only  as  a  monitor^  they  repulsed  his 
reprimands  and  railleries,  by  frequently  chastising 
him  with  blows.  'By  this 'treatment,  however,  he 
was  not  dismayed,  for  he  received  their  blows  with 
indifference,  returned  them  with  coolness,  and.  never 
attempted  to  flee  fron^  those  who  were  greatly  his 
superiors  in  strength* 

Adjoining  the  ackdemy  there  was  a  large  plot  of 
ground,  which  had  been  divided  into  a'  number  of 
portions  for  the  use  of  the  scholars,  who  were  al- 
lowed to  cultivate  or  appropriate  them  to  such  other' 
purposes  as  they  thought  fit.  One  of  these  portions 
was  allotted  to  young  Bonaparte  and  two  other  lads 
of  about  the  same  age  as  himself;  but  he  not  liking 
the  manner  in  which  the  generality  of  the  boys  em« 
ployed  their  shares,  succeeded  in  prevailing  on^his 
tvFO  partners  to  give  up  their  right  to  participate  in 
the  amusements  which  their  allotment  might  have 
afforded  them.  Having  thus  excluded  all  claim  on 
the  part  of  any  one  else,  he  proceeded  to  lay  it  out' 
into  a  garden,  which  he  cultivated  with  great  assi* 
doity,'and  this  appeared  to  form  the  principal  part  ot 
the  general  recreation.  As  the  count  de  Marbceuf 
was  his  patron,  he  supplied  him  with  money  for  his 
pocket ;  but  this  was  not  squandered  by  him  on  triffesj 
but  in  the  construction  of  a  strong  palisado  round  his 
garden,  by  which  he  rendered  it  very  difficult  of  ac- 
cess. Some  of*  the  shrubs  which  he  planted  were 
formed  into  impenetrable  arbours,  and  these  contri- 
buted to  seclude  it  from  the  grounds  of  other  boys, 
and  rendered  their  efforts  at  intrusion  totally  ineffec- 
tual. 

When  Napoleon  first  went  to  the  school  of  Brienne> 
he  applied  himself  with  the  greatest  assiduity  to  the 
study  of  the  mathematics.  To  fortification,  and  all 
the  other  branches  of  military  tactics,  he  applied  with 
increasing  ardour ;  and  these,  with  the  reading  of 
bistory,  principally  such  as  related  to  ancient  Greece 
And  Rome,  formed  one  of  his  most  delightful  occu- 
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pations.  lo  hii  enclosure  he  used  frequently  to  sfnit 
oimself  up,  ud  iodulge  in  medUatioD,  walking  about 
vith  a  book  of  philosophy  or  mathematics  iu  hif 
hftnd,  which  to  him  was  of  the  highest  importance. 
Indeed,  he  seemed  to  look  down  ^ith  a  species  pf 
contempt  on  studies  of  less  consequence. 

lYhile  Bonaparte  was  at  the  school  at  Brienne>  it 
was  thought  proper  that  a  library  shpuld  be  formed 
lor  the  amusement  9s  well  as  the  instruction  of  the 
pupils,  and  which  was  to  be  entirely  under  their  own 
direction.  To  give  them  proper  notions  of  arrange* 
ment  and  order,  their  superiors  left  the  distribution 
qf  the  books  and  other  affair^  to  the  manasement  pf 
two  of  the  hoarders,  who  were  chosen  by  »eir  coip* 
radei*  Here  the  studious  disposition  of  the  young 
Bonaparte  prompted  him  so  frequently  to  apply  to 
one  of  those  who  was  appointed  librarian^  that  the 
young  man  considered  him  tiresome,  and  sometimes 
lost  bis  temper:  but  Bonaparte  was  not  the  less  pa- 
tfent,  nor  the  less  positive,  aqd  would  occasionally 
extort  submission  by  blows. 

Bonaparte  here  spent  the  hpurs  of  vacation  be* 
trref  n  his  attendance  on  the  preceptors  of  the  aca- 
denay^  in  his  garden,  which  he  cultivated  with  such 
s||ssidui|y  and  success,  as  to  preserve  its  interior  in  a 
atate  of  order  and  cleanliness  superior  to  those  of  bis 
school-fellows.  Its  boundaries  became  impervious, 
and  enclosed^  a  retreat  which  might  have  been  coveted 
eveq  by  a  religious  recluse.  Here,  when  bis  horti* 
cultural  labours  were  finished,  he  retired  to  its  ar- 
bour^ and,  surrounded  with  his  mathematical  and 
scientific  works,  with  several  on  historical  subject^, 
he  meditated  the  reduction  of  the  military  principlea 
he  had  imbibed  to  practice.  -  He  planned  the  attack 
and  defence  of  fortified  places,  the  arrangement  of 
hostile  armies  in  order  of  battle,  calculated  the  chances 
of  success  pn  the  one  band,  and  of  defeat  on  the 
pther;  altered  their  position,  and  formed  charges 
and  victories  upon  paper,  and  on  the  ground  which 
fa^  elterwards  reali:^d  with  success  vrbeu  directing 
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tbe  eyolvtiops  of  Ibe  vnies  of  Franee.  Hie  fnUitarj 
af^our  v«8  l^igblj  ioereascd  bj  h»  historieal  re* 
fleiurches;  hip  efttbMsiasm,  uras  eicited  bjillie  biognir- 
phical  f^cepuuU  which  he  perused  of  thoaeJeg;tfUtorff 
heroes,  /^  wifrriors  of  aotiquitj,  which  he  found 
recorded  to  the  wriMogs  of  tbe  veqerable  P|iitereh« 
H^  frequeotly  read  the  life  of  the  Marshal  Prioce  of 
Saxopjr,  fkHer  a  dose  applfeatioQ  to  tbe  matbeinatics. 
Iiideed  he  pisrsisted  in  ail  his  studies  with  the  greatest 
aviditj.  His  comrades  called  him  tbe  Spartao,  Md 
he  reCaioed  that  appellation  till  he  quitted  tbe  aca* 
dem^. 

His  attacliment  to  bis  pative  country  became  almost 
proverbiid.  It  was  the  custbm  for  tbe  benrs,  once 
a.  year,  to  receive  the  sacrament  and  be  connrmed  oa 
the  same  day^  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  at 
the  military  school  by  the  archbishop :  when  he  came 
tQ  Bonaparte,  ip  turn,  he  asked  him,  as  he  did  the 
rest^  his  Christian  name :  ^'  Napoleon/'  answered  he 
with  a  loud  voice.  The  name  of  Napoleon  beiuj^ 
rather  uncommon,  escaped  tbe  archbishop,  who  de- 
sired  him  tp  repeat  it,  which  he  did  with  an  appear- 
ance of  impatience  The  assistant  minister  remarked 
to  the  ^prelate,  ^'  Napoleon !  I  do  not  know  that 
saint."  ^'  Parblieu !  I  believe  it,''  observed  Bonaparte; 
^'  the  saint  is  a  Corsican." 

He  was  frequently  irritated  by  his  comrades,  who 
called  him  a  French  vassal:  on  which  occasions  he 
would  retort  with  eagerness  and  bitterness.  He  some"* 
times  would  even  declare  that  he  believed  bis  destiny 
was  to  deliver  Corsica  from  its  dependence  on  France* 
He  never  mentioned  the  name  of  Pascal  Paoli  but 
>  with  the  most  profound  reverence,  and  even  aspired 
to  the  honour  of  atchieving  the  design  which  the 
pluns  of  that  great  general  could  not  accomplish. 
Crenoa,  the  country  to  which  Corsica  belonged,  had 
added  to  its  calamity  by  surrendering  it  to  France, 
and  although  it  gallantly  struggled  for  its  indepen<- 
deoce,  the  superior  force  of  tbe  French'  compelled  it 
io  subwit.     To  the  Genoese,  therefore,  bi^  hatred 

was 


Digitized  by 


Goosle 


si  50         MEMOIRS  OF  BONAPARTE  AND    HISTORY  OF 

ivas  inveterate  and  eternal  i  and  wben  a  yonng  Cor^* 
siean^  on  bis  arrival  at  the  college^  was  presented  to 
Bonaparte  by  the  other  stodents  as  a  Genoese^  the 
gloom  x}(  his  countenance  instantly 'kindled  into  rage; 
he  darted  upon  the  lad  with  vehemence^  twisted  hisr 
hands  in  his  hair,  and  was  only  hindered  from  using, 
farther  violence  by  the  immediate  interference  of 
stronger  boys,  who  dragged  the  lad  away  from  his 
resentment ;  but  his  anger  rekindled  against  this  youth 
for  several  weeks  afterwards,  whenever  he  approached 
bis  person. 

Baron  L r  and  Bonaparte  were  at  TEcole  Mi- 

litaire  at  Brienne  together,  had  left  it  at  the  same 
time  to  go  to  Paris,  and  were  in  the  habits  of  close 
intimacy  while  they  continued  at  those  seminaries. 
Bonaparte  was  a  Corsican,  an  enthusiastic  admirer 
of  his  country,  and,  says  the  baron,  he  always  shewed 
the  most  lively  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Corsican 
patriots  when  in  arms:  he  listened  with  eagerness 
to  every  intelligence  from  his  country.  Some  of  the 
French  officers  who  had  served  in  X^orsica  would 
frequently  repair  to  the  military  academy  at  Brienne> 
and,  discoursing  of  the  war,  give  the  most  exagge* 
rated  accounts  of  their  success  against  the  Corsicans. 
Bonaparte,  however,  never  interrupted  them ;  but  as 
soon  as  they  had  finished  their  ostentatious  stories, 
wottld  ask  some  pertinent  questions  which  soon  led 
to  a  detection,  and,  on  proving  their  falsity,  he' would 
eagerly  exclaim,  '*  For  shame^— for  shame; — -how 
can  you  dare,  for  a  momentary  gratification  of  vanity, 
thus  to  calumniate  a  whole  nation?  You  say,  there 
were  six  hundred  of  you  only  in  the  engagement ;  I 
know  yotr  were  six  thousand;  and  that  you  were  op- 
posed  only  by  a  few  wretched  Corsican  peasants!'* 
He  would  then  open  his  journal  and  maps,  and  he 
^oerally  ended  his  declamation  by  saying  to  his 
friend,  "  Come,  L r,  let  us  leave  these  towards.'* 

While  at  Brienne  he  attempted  to  write  a  poem, 
the  Subject  of  which  was  "  The  Liberty  of  Corsica/* 
He  ixpagined^  that,  while  slumbering  in  one  of  ita 
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QOinerous  caverns^  the  geoius  of  his  country  Appeared 
to  him  in  a  dream^  and»  putting  a  poniard  in  his  > 
liand,  called  on  him  for  vengeance.  Such  was  the 
opening  of  the  poem^  and  whenever  he  added  any 
thing  to  it,  he  would  send  for  his  friend,  and  enthu* 
siastically  repeat  the  lines  he  had  just  composed. 

The  manners  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  were  very 
remarkable,  even  at  this  early  period  of  his  life:  pride 
appeared  to  be  the  prominent  feature  of  his  character. 
His  conduct  bore  the  marks  of  austerity ;  and  if  he 
committed  an  error,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  a  hoy, 
but  it  was  the  result  of  deliberation,  and  what  wouldj 
IB  a  person  of  maturer  age,  have  been  deemed  a 
crime.  He  was  so  very  severe,  that  he  never  forgave 
the  offences  of  his  companions.  His  resolutions  were 
immoveable ;  and  his  firmness,  even  in  matters  of  a 
trifling  nature,  gave  to  his  behaviour  a  tincture  of 
obstinacy  and  eccentricity.  As  he  was  frequently 
engaged  in  quarrels,'  so  he  was  often  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer, since  he  generally  contended  on  the  weakest 
side;  and  although  he  was  mostly  singled  out  as  an 
object  of  revenge,  he  never  complained  to  his  supe- 
riors of  ill-treatment.  He  meditated  retaliation  in 
silence;  and  if  he  had  not  the  power  of  inflicting  a 
punishment  himself,  he  disdained  appealing  to  an 
'  authority  that  could  enforce  it.  His  school-fellows, 
however,  were  gradually  familiarized  to  his  temper, 
and  as  they  found  he  would  not  bend  to  them,  they 
were  contented  to  concede  to  him^  and  he  accepted 
this  acknowledgement  of  his  superiority  without  the 
least  appearance  of  self-gratulatioo. 

Insurrections  of  the  pupils  against  the  masters  were 
not  unfrequent,  and  Bonaparte  was  generally  at  the 
bead  of  each  rebellion,  or  was  selected  to- advocate 
their  complaints.  He  was  therefore  mostly .  selected 
as  their  leader,  and  sometimes  suffered  sev^r^  chas'-^ 
tisemeot.  On  tliose  occasions  he  often  spoke  in  vin- 
dication of  his  .conduct,  but  he  never  sued  fof  purdoni' 
tile  listened  to  reproach,  to  reproof,  to  prcHEnisea^  and* 
tp  tbie«ti«  without  betraying  the  least  etnotion  of 
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fMt  or  sHvprise.  He  was  never  bmnilMeiA  by  the 
infliGtioD  of  tbote  punisfafiDents  tlMtt  were  inteftdiifd  t^ 
disgrace  bhn  for  the  part  he  bad  taken^  and  the  rail- 
lery of  an  ungeoerooa  comrade^  or  a  powerful  supe- 
rior>  waff  alike  received  by  bim  in  sulleii  silente^  Ih 
fact>  be  settber  courted  the  good-wilt  nor  feared  the 
lesentmeiit  of  hia  fellow-students  whose  strength  and 
power  were  superior  to  his  own. 

The  boyfr  educated  at  this  seminary  always  had 
their  meetings  on  the  plan  of  a  military  establishmenf. 
They  formed  themselves  into  companies,  each  under 
the  command  of  a  captain  and  other  officers,  and  Ae 
whole  composed  a  battalion,  with  a  colonel  at  its 
bead.    The  oflScers  were  chosen  by  thci  boys  them- 
aehres,  and  were  decorated  with  the  ornaments  usually 
attached  to  the  French  uniform.     These  distinctions 
#f  rank>  conferred  by  the  lads,  were  generally  tbe  re« 
ward  of  some  pre-eminent  virtue  or  ability;   they 
W€i«,  therefore,  considered  by  those  who  were  so 
Ibrtunate  as  to  obtain  them^  as  an  honourable  insignia 
0f  merit.     Bonaparte  was  unanimously  chosen,  and 
held  the  rank  of  captain.     He,  however,  by  do  meansf 
eourted  their  approbation;  for  it  was  not  long  before 
he  was  smnmoned  to  a  court-martial,    which  "WnH 
mlled'  with  all  due  formality;  and,  on  the  charges 
being  proved  against  him,  he  veas  declared  unWorthy 
tocommafid  those  comrades  whose  good- will  he  de- 
sptsed*     The  sentence  disgraced  him  to  the  lowest' 
rank  ui  the  battalion,  and  be  was  stripped  of  the 
distinguishing  marks  of  bis  command;  but  he  dis- 
dained to  shew  that  be  was  in  the  least  affected  by  the' 
disgrace  which  bad  been  put  upon  him.  The  younger 
|nipils>  however,  were  partial  to  Bonaparte  and  his' 
maonert,  for  he  soriietimes  encouraged*  them  itf  their 
apo^s^  and  occasionally  pointed  out  some  advantage' 
wbi^b  in  their  warlike  plays  had  been  omitted-  to  be 
occupied;  hence  he  associated  with  them,  and  they 
toted  him,  by  acclamation,  the  director  of  their  dw 
tersioos;    So  that,  if  he  felt  regret  for  the  loss  of  his; 
jmexiile  military  captaincy,  he  waa  now  recdttpensed^ 
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by  becoming  the  leader  of  the  lads,  who  submitted 
to  the  authority  which  they  had  bestowed  oil  himj 
aud  which  authority  shortly  after  eitended  itself  ovet 
the  whole  of  his  fellow  pupils.  He  was  not  now  re- 
stricted to  observe  the  rules  which  Were  generally 
laid  down  as  essential  to  the  modern  practice  of  mi^ 
litary^duty;  for  he  could  now»  as  cotdmander-in-^ 
chief  of  this  little  badd^  bring  his  forces  into  thd 
£eldj  and  direct  all  their  operations.  He  therefore 
availed  himself  of  this  new  command^  and  disciplined 
his  comrades  to  an  entirely  new  system  of  warfare^ 
the  result  of  his  own  observations* 

The  young  bero  divided  his  youthful  Comrades  into 
two  parties:  they  were. alternately  the  Romans  and 
the  Carthagenians^  the  Greeks  and  the  Persians.  He 
instituted  and  encouraged  the  practice  of  the  atlcient 
warfare^  because  that  of  the  moderns  could  not  be 
so  well  conducted  by  his  juvenile  bands;  he  excited 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  soldiery  by  his  speeches  and  his 
actions;  he  led  on  one  party  against  another,  and 
the  victory  was  often  disputed  with  an  obstinacy  that 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  more  important  strug- 
gle. If  bis  troops  fled,  he  recalled  them  by  his  re- 
proaches; by  exposing  himself  to  danger  be  revived 
their  ardour,  and  supported  their  intrepidity  by  his 
own  bravery.  These  conflicts  among  the  boys  were 
often  repeated,  and  the  field  of  battle  was  disputed 
with  more  firmness  on  every  succeeding  occasion. 
At  length,  the  games,  which  began  only  in  sport, 
seldom   dosed    till    the  wounds  of   the  combatants 

?rov^d  the  earnestness  with  which  they  contended, 
'his  occasioned  the  superiors  of  the  academy  to  take 
notice  of  it,  and  when  they  interfered,  they  repri- 
manded the  young  general  Bonaparte,  and  a  renewal . 
of  these  battles  was  entirely  forbidden. 

But  although  he  was  comoianded  to  give  over  the 
only  exercise  to  which  he  wa^  so  much  attached,  Bo- 
naparte was  n6t  depressed  in  his  spirits,  but  sought 
.  retirement  in  his  favourite  garden,  where  he  resumed 
his  former  occupationf^  ahd  appeared  no  more  among 
Vol.  I.  No.  Vll.  U  bis 
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bis  comrades  until  tbe  vi^iiiter  of  the  year  178S.  Bj 
the  severitj  of  tbe  weather  be  was  driven  from  bis 
retreat ;  the  snow  lay  very  thick  on  the  ground,  and  a 
bard  frost  set  in.  Ever  fertile  in  invention.  Bona* 
parte  now  determined  to  open  a  winter  campaign  on 
a  new  plan.  The  modern  art  of  war  succeeded  to 
the  ancient.  Having  been  deeply  engaged  in  tbe 
study  of  fortification,  it  was  natural  that  he  should 
be  desirous  of  reducing  its  theory  to  practice.  He 
called  his  fellow-students  around  him,  and  collecting 
their  gardening  implements,  he  put  himself  at  their 
bead,  and  they  proceeded  to  procure  large  quantities 
of  snow,  which  they  brought  to  particular  spots  in  tbe 

freat  court  of  tbe  academy,  under  bis  direction, 
luring  the  time  they  were  thus  occupied,  he  was 
busied  in  tracing  the  boundaries  of  an  extensive  for- 
tification; they  soon  formed  entrenchments,  and  af- 
terwards eagerly  engaged  in  erectfbg-  forts,  bastions^ 
and  redoubts  of  snow.  They  laboured  with  the  ut- 
most activity,  and  Bonaparte  superintended  the  whole 
of  their  exertions.  \  All  these  works  were  soon  com- 
pleted according  to  the  exact  rules  of  art.  The  cu- 
riosity of  the  people  of  Brienne,  and  eVen  of  strangers, 
was  excited  by  the  reports  of  their  extent  and  scien- 
tific construction,  and  they  went  in  crowds  during 
the  *winter  to  admire  them,  and  eagerly  enquired  who 
M^as  the  operator.  On  the  occasions  of  battle,  Bona- 
parte headed  by  turns  tbe  assailants  and  the  oppo- 
nents :  he  united  address  with  courage,  and  directed 
the  operations  with  the  greatest  applause.  The  wea- 
pons of  the  contending  parties  were  now  very  difier- 
ent  from  what  they  were, in  their  former  exploits— 
they  were  snow-baljs,  and  he  continually  kept  up  the 
interest  by  some  military  manoeuvre,  which  always 
surprized,  if  it  did  not  astonish  even  their  masters^ 
who  stood  by  observing  the  dexterity  and  admiring 
the  skill  of  the  youthful  general.  The  encounter^ 
between  the  parties  were  equally  earnest  with  those  of 
tbe  summer  campaign ;  but,  as  the  arms  were  differ* 
entj  less  mischief  was  likely  to  eusue.    The  superiors 
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of  the  academy  now  gave  great  eDCOuragement  to 
these  sports  of  the  lads«  by  praising  those  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  but  more  particularly  their 
youthful  commander,  under  whose  direction  these 
games  continued  all  the  winter;  audit  was  not  till  the 
sua  of  the  month  of  March,  1784,  liquified  the  for- 
tress, that  it  was  declared  no  longer  tenable.  Thest 
circumstaqces  pointed  out  young  Bonaparte  as  a  lad 
of  great  military  knowledge;  and  his  superiors,  though 
they  complainoi  of  his  morose  disposition,  yet  gave 
faim  the  highest  praise  for  his  scientific  learning. 

The  violence  and  impetuosity  of  Bonaparte's  tem- 
per was  displayed  in  a  singular  manner  on  the  follow- 
ing occasion:     The  pupils  of  the  military  academy 
were  permitted  every  year,  on  the  day  of  St.  Louis, 
(August  25,)  to  give  themselves  up  to  pleasure,  and 
the  most  noisy  demonstrations  of  joy,  almost  without 
restraint     All  punishment  was  suspended,  all  subor- 
dination ceased,  and  generally  some  accident  occurred 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  day.    Such  pupils  as  had 
attained  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  an  old  custom  of  the 
colle|;e  had  allowed  the  privilege  of  purchasing  a 
certain  quantity  of  gunpowder,  and,  for  a  considera- 
ble time  before  the  day  arrived,  these  youths  would 
assemble  to  prepare  their  fireworks.    They  were  also 
permitted  to  discharge  small  cannon,   muskets,  and 
other  arms,  when  and  as  often  as  they  thought  fit.     It 
was  on  St.  Louis'  day,  1784^,  the  last  year  that  Bona- 
parte continued  at  Brienne,  that  he  affected  ah  entire 
indifference  to  the  means  which  his  comrades  used  for 
its  celebration.     They  were  all  animation  and  hilarity^ 
activity  and  spirit :  he  was  all  gloom  and  tacitornitv« 
thought  and  reflection.     He  retired  the  whole  day  m 
his  garden,  and  not  only  did  not  participate  in  the  ge- 
neral rejoicing,  but  continued '  bis   usual  study  and 
occupations,  without  being  disturbed  by  the  noise^ 
His  comrades  were  too  much  engaged  in  their  own 
iaimusements  to  think  of  interrupting  him,  and  would 
only  perhaps  have  smiled  at  his  strange  behaviour  on 
this  occ^sion^  if  an  uncommon  circumstance  had  not 
U3  drawn 
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drawn  upon  him  their  general  resentment.  Nearly  nf 
Dine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  about  twenty  of  the  young 
pupils  were  assembled  in  that  garden  which  adjoined 
to  his^  in  which  the  proprietor  had  promised  to  enter- 
tain them  with  a  sort  of  show.  This  consisted  of  A 
pyramid  composed  or  various  fire-works :  a  light  was 
applied ;  andj  unfortunately^  a  boxy  containing  several 
pounds  of  gunpowder^  had  been  forgotten  to  be  re- 
moved. While  the  youths  were  admiring  the  effects 
of  the  fire-works,  a  spark  entered  the  box^  whicJi  in- 
stantly exploded;  some  legs  and  arms  were  broken, 
two  or  three  faces  miserably  burned,  and  several  paces 
of  wall  thrown  down.  The  confusion  of  course  was 
very  great,  and  some  of  the  lad9  endeavoured  to  escape 
through  the  adjoining  fence :  they  broke  the  pallisades, 
and  Bonaparte  was  seen,  stationed  on  the  other  side, 
armed  with  a  pick-axe,  and  pushing  those  back  into 
the  fire  who  had  burst  the  fence;  and  the  blows  whicb 
he  inflicted  on  the  unhappy  fugitives,  encreased  the 
Dumber  of  the  wounded  and  maime^. 

It  was  but  a  short  time  after  this  occurrence,  that 
the  annual  examination  of  the  pupils  by  the  royal  in- 
spector-ffeneral,  M.  le  chevalier  de  Renault,  took 
place.  This  officer,  when  he  examined  Bonaparte, 
found  him  exceedingly  well  versed  in  the  i^rt  of  forti- 
fication, and  as  he  himself  owed  his  preferment  and 
bis  fortune  to  bis  talents,  and  to  the  universal  testi* 
mony  of  an  honourable  conduct,  he  knew  well  how 
to  estimate  the  ingenuity  and  ability  which  are  the  re- 
sult of  enquiry  and  reflection,  and  he  adjudged  that 
Bonaparte's  proficiency  in  military  knowledge  entitled 
him  to  be  sent  to  Jj'Ecole  Royale  JtliKtaire,  at  Paris. 
His  masters,  however^  represented  to  the  inspector, 
several  occurrences  unfavourable  to  his  promotion, 
but  without  effect,  and  Bonaparte  arrived  at  the  mili- 
tary college  at  Paris,  on  the  ]7th  of  October,  1784, 
not  quite  two  months  after  the  disastrous  day  of  St. 
liOuis. 

We  have  before  observed,  that  while  Bonaparte 
(ootinued  at  L'Ecole  Militaire  at  Brienne,  he  seldom 
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courted  the  acquaiDtance  of  bis  fellow-studeotaj  nor 
vras  induced  to  leave  hi^  retreat  either  to  afford  or  re* 
ceive  aoy  of  those  little  offices  of  kindness  which  are 
coqgenial  to  the  disposition  of  youth.  If  at  any'time 
he  quitted  his  professional  duties  or  studies  for  the 
company  of  his  comrades^  it  was  principally  to  check 
the  exuberance  of  their  playfulness^  or  to  contemn  the 
objects  of  their  solicitude.  His  aversion  to  social  in- 
tercourse was  greatly  increased  by  his  excessive  indul-  ' 
gence  in  habits  of  suspicion;  but  if  he  feared  trea- 
chery>.  he  took  care  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  being  be- 
trayed :  he  bestowed  no  confidence^  nor  accepted  any 
favours.  His  temper  being  rather  overbearing  and 
irritable^  he  often  endeavoured  to  controul  the  actions 
of  his  fellow-pupils.  Sometimes  he  excited  their  in« 
dignation  by  his  sarcasms ;  but  he  neither  feared  their 
vengeance^  nor  shrunk  from  their  efforts  to  punish  hi$ 
ill-timed  interference:  he  bore  their  attacks  with  firm- 
ness^ and  repelled  them  with  equal  violence,  and  with 
i^arious  success.  No  threats,  either  from  his  equals 
or  his  superiors,  nor  any  impendipg  danger,  appeared 
to  appal  him ;  and  he  seemed  as  unconcerned  at  their 
applause  as  at  their  displeasure.  He  was,  in  fact> 
completely  of  an  independent  mind. 

But  to  proceed.  *It  was  the  principal  object  of 
Bonaparte  to  complete  his  knowledge  of  the  mathe- 
matical sciences  at  L'Ecole  Militaire  at  Paris.  Here 
he  laboured  with  unwearied  diligence  under  the  in- 
structions of  the  celebrated  Monge.  The  corps  of 
artillery  and  the  corps  of  engineers  were,  at  that  pe- 
riod, the  only  corps  m  France  where  merit  was  certain 
of  promotion,  and  in  which  interest  could  have  no  in- 
fluence, and  into  one  of  these  he  determined  to  enter 
so  soon  as  he  had  passed  the  requisite  probation. 

At  this  period  there  were  about  three  hundred  pu- 
pils at  the  Royal  Military  College  af  Paris,  and  from 
them  he  selected  Lauriston,  a  youth  rather  of  a  phleg- 
matic temper,  and  Dupont,  a  daring  and  fearless 
yoiing  man,  for  his  intimates.  He  had  made  one 
friendship  tit  Brienne,  but  he  never  allowed  it  to  in- 
terrupt 
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terrupt  his  professional  aYoeaiioos:  this  was  wttli 
Faucalet  de  Bourienoe^  who  was^  like  himself^  a  stu-» 
dent  of  the  matheoiaticsj  but  remarkable  for  the  pla* 
cidity  of  his  manners. 

'  While  at  the  military  college  at  Paris^  Bonaparte 
generally  spent  bis  leisure  hours  in  one  of  the  bartiona 
of  a  small  fort,  called  ''  Lieu  Brune/'  which  bad 
been  erected  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  It  was  there 
that  he  was  often  seen  with  the  works  of  Yaubauj 
Muller^  Cohorn,  and  Folard^  open  before  him;  draw* 
ing  plans  for  the  attack  and  defence  of  this  little  fort, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  military  art  laid  down 
by  those  authors  and  his  own  observations. 

Professor  Monge^  by  his  care  and  information,  had 
•o  well  qualified  Bonaparte,  that,  on  his  first  eiami* 
nation,  he  passed  with  praise,  and  was  allowed  to  eo« 
ter  the  regiment  of  artillery  de  la  Fire,  in  garrison  at 
Auxone,  as  lieutenantj  in  July,  1785,  and  he  imme* 
diately  proceeded  to  join  the  regiment  His  attention 
to  the  theory  of  his  profession  was  as  unremitting  as 
ever:  he  devoted  part  of  the  night  to  the  study  of 
military  details,  and  passed  most  of  the  day  in  con* 
tern  plating  and  examining  the  fortifications  of  the 
garrison. 

General  count  Marboeuf  died  in  the  year  1786,  and 
thus  was  Bonaparte  deprived  of  the  protection  and 
influence  of  that  great  man.  The  advantages  that  be 
derived  from  that  oflScer's  pecuniary  assistance  were 
po  longer  attainable,  and  his  pay  as  a  lieutenant  was 
fci^rcely  adequate  to  support  the  appearance  his  rank 
required.  His  dissatisfaction  was  increased  by  tb^ 
narrowness  of  his  income,  and  the  numerous  factions 
which  at  that  time  disordered  all  ranks  of  society  in 
France^  induced  him  to  await  with  complacency  for 
some  terrible  convulsion  of  tb^  state  that  might  open 
f.  path  to  his  military  activity  and  advancement. 

One  day,   as  he  was  walking  in  the  Champ  de 
,  Mars  with  some  young  officers,  the  conversation,  as 
usual,  turned  uport  tfa^  state  of  affairs.     Bonaparte 
was  born  in  Corsica,  and  had  early  imbibed  demo- 
cratic 
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cratic  principle^^  consequently  he  declared  against  the 
king.  The  4i8pute  ran  higbj  and  be  defended  his 
<ipinion  sioglj  and  with  great  firmness  against  them 
all.  In  a  moment  of  enthusiasm  the  young  men 
•eisKed  biiB,  Rnd  were  about  to  throw  him  headlong 
into  an  adjoining  stream^  when  a  momentary  reflec* 
tioo  made  tbem  perceive  the  great  inequality  of  their 
tmmber,  and  they  released  him.  By  degrees  he  de* 
dined  their  company  altogether,  but  never  altered  hia 
teotiments;  for  it  was  extremely  easy  for  a  person  of 
a  deeply  reflective  mind,  like  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  to 
pereeive  that  a  great  change  in  the  affairs  of  that 
country  must  take  place;  and  as  even  the  energies  of 
power  as  well  as  its  abuses  were,  when  he  felt  or  wit* 
nessed  either,  the  objects  of  his  resentment,  every  cir* 
cumstance  which  tended  tQ  counteract  the  operations 
of  the  government  he  rightly  considered  would  hasten 
the  event  he  so  ardently  wished  for. 

/'What  hand,''  asks  a  celebrated  author,  ''shall 
venture  to  commit  to  the  page  of  history  the  events  of 
the  French  revolution?  what  historian  will  collect  the 
innumerable  facts^  even  as  annals?  There  is  no  man 
in  our  own  times  the  value  of  whose  labours  would 
be  appreciated  by  the  present  generation,  for  they 
need  no'  solemn  record  of  what  they  have  seen  and 
faeitfd;  and  the  service  he  would  intend  to  posterity 
would  be  received  with  ingratitude.'* 

It  was  about  the  period  that  the  Notables  met,  ia 
the  year  1787,  that  the  discontents  in  Paris  were  con* 
Btderable;  but  they  increased  with  rapidity  till  the 
vear  1789,  when  the  taking  of  the  Bastile,  which  we 
have  mentioned  before^  by  the  Parisians^  Commenced 
the  revolution. 

Not  any  well-informed  and  thinking  person  in  the 
kingdom  of  France  could  by  any  means  remain  re« 
gardless  of  its  affairs;  and  many,  who  were  neither 
natives  aof  inhabitants  of  that  nation,  partook^  either 
by  education^  or  by  the  possession  of  property  in  that 
country^  or  by  acquaintance  or  relationship  with  some 
of  its  iahabitantSj  0/  from  other  causes^-  a  lively  coo*' 
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tern  in  the  fnMunderAtandiDgs  between  the  goveraoient 
and  the  people;  and  a  great  number^  who  were  either 
desirous  of  telmly  observing,  or  of  facilitating  or  re- 
tarding the  important  events  that  were  daily  expected^ 
hastened  to  the  spot,  as  they  were  respectively  prooipt- 
,cd  by  their  interest  or  their  curiosity. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  but  some  of  those  people, 
who  had  early  crowded  to  Paris,  expected  to  derive 
advantage  from  an  open  rupture  with  the  court;  and, 
perhaps.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  of  the  number. 
He  had  left  the  regiment  of  artillery  de  la  Fire  soon 
after  the  death  of  his  patron,  general  count  Marb«&uf, 
and  retired  to  his  paternal  home  in  Corsica ;  where 
he  found  his  mother  a  widow,  in  very  indigent  cir- 
cumstances, and  with  several  children  dependent  oo 
her  exertions  for  support* 

During  the  time  that  Bonaparte  continued  with  his 
mother,  he  applied  himself  as  closely  as  ever  to  his 
studies;  he  returned  to  his  books  with  i^ncreased  ar- 
dour, because  the  experience  he  had  had  in  his  mili- 
tary capacity  4iad  confirmed  his  attachment  to  his  pro- 
fession: he  laboured  with  the  same  unremitting  attea* 
tion  that  he  had  done  in  his  noviciate  at  L'Ecole 
Militaire  at  Brienne.  Notwithstanding  the  exercise 
and  amusements  in  which  he  afterwards  took  an 
Active  part,  his  constitutioo  had  sufiered  considerably 
from  long  inaction  during  the  first  years  he  was  at 
school :  his  frame,  it  is  true,  was  calculated  to  resist 
fatigue,  and  possessed  much  strength;  but  he  bad  al* 
ways  the  appearance  of  a  weak  and  delicate  Aabit  of 
body.  His  apprehension  that  it  was  not  likely  that 
lie  should  find  promotion  in  the  king's  army  height* 
ened  the  melancholy  of  his  general  appearance;  but 
the  decisiveness  of  his  character  imparted.a  sternness 
to  his  countenance  that  was  less  agreeable  than  re- 
markable in  a  person  so  yoiiog  as  he  war. 

From  the  political  principles  which  Bonaparte  ha4 
(parly  imbibed,  and  which  he  had  often  avowed,  it 
was  natural  to  expect  that  he  would  declare  against 
the  kii^..    But  as  be  was  always  unalterable  in  bis 
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f^teGliaieot  to  militei^  giorj,  he  did  ml  allow  M  fii^ 
vofvrable  Ro  opportiiottjr  as  tiiepopkilar  diacontenlt  at 
Paris  laffotd  biiD>  of  signaliaiogp  hliMelfi  at  lesst  bjr  bis 
decided  taw  in  fafour  of  some  wiie  partj.  A  persoi) 
possesttdtof  a  oiiiid  like  btoi  will  force  biipsalf  into 
Botite  wbeo  placed  io  difficult  sitoatioiis.  Tt|f  dftP^ 
ger>ef  an  earlj  declaratioo^  even  in  tbe  b^inoivg  of 
Uie  disturbaoces>  Bonaparte  disdained  to  shun:  he 
seiased^  with  everj  appearance  of  eotbusiasipj  the  sense 
of  that  decree  which  abolished  all  distiwtipn  of  rapk^ 
akbongh  some  persons  might  have  then  ratiohallj  con- 
jecture that  such  an  avowal  was  more  likely  to  in? 
jure  than  promote  his  future  advancemeot. 

Possessing  these  sentiments,  Booaparte  could  not 
eonsider  Louis  the  SiJ^teenth  as  tbe  father  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  especially  when  he  knew  that  tb|^  tbrpne  of 
that  unhappy  prince  was  f  urronn<)ed  by  a  set  of  syco- 

Shants,  who  were  interested  in  supportipg  the  most 
altering  abuses;  that  reval  fafOur  had  beisome  19 
France  the  only  road  which  led  to  high  military  Dtsor 
ferment;  and  that  weak  and  corrupt  n>inisters,  and.ao 
efTemimtte  court,  opposed  an  insurmountable  barrier 
to  genuine  merit  whee  it  ventured  to  approach  the 
throne.  He  had>  therefore,  to  eipect,  in  common 
with  every  other  subaltern  of^cfit  who  did  paft.poifsess 
influence  at  court,  or  who  had  not  a  aufficient  foituae 
to  purchase  influence,  very  little  regard  or  diitinctioo. 
▲  long  and  faithful  service  wi^  often  rewarded  with  a 
cross  of  St.  Louis—- an  empty  and  a  paltry  honour^ 
whiehadecked  indiscrimiaately  a  faithful  defender  of 
tlie  stat^  or  the  parasjte  of  a  needy  courtier.  But 
Bonaparte  was  not  singular  in  his  attachment  tp  tbe 
popular  causes  for,  from  similar  motives,  a  vast  many 
were  ^iduced  to  desert  tbe  cause  of  monarchy.  It  was 
aot,  however,  tbese  consideratioos  merely  that  induced 
others  to  adbete  to  tbe  rising  opposition^  and  to  iur 
crease  its  numbers  by  their  example  wd  tl^r  in^ 
flnenee^ 

Bonapanle:  rnmaioed  at  ^ris  till  (he  year  1790^ 
mhav  tlie  disaputents  in  GQnk%  o^oasiMfd  an  ovgar 
,    V«x..l(.  No.yii:         X  niiatioi^ 
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oieattoo  of  (Iketroopi  Id-  that  islRiid,  ftod  be  was  mp* 
pointed  lieutenatit-^olDiiel^  aod  bad  tbe  comiDand  e/a 
battalion  of  tiatiomtl  guards  at  Ajaecio^  bis  native 
fo^o:  there  was  little  service^  bowever^  fti(uSred  of 
these  levies^  and  Bonaparte  had  ample  leisure  t«  eon^ 
tidue  his  military  studies.  The  war  wbkh  ensued  be^* 
twiien  France  and  tbe  combined  powers  opened  a  wide 
Seld  for  his  observations:  the  operations  of  thecon«» 
teiiding  armies,  which  were  so  admirably  detailed  at 
that  period^  afforded  him  an  opportunity,  which  bis 
advantageous  situation  enabled  him  tp  improve^  of 
examining,  correcting*  and  maturing  that  system  of 
warfare  that  afterwards,  by  its  activity  and  resources, 
assisted  in  subjugating  some  of  the  most  ancient  king- 
doms and  provinces  of  the  European  continent.  The 
allies,  by  their  obstinate  adherence  to  tbe  old  system 
of  mflttary  tactics,  displaj^ed  their  ignorance  of  tbe 
inefficiency  of  the  application  of  an  old  principle  to  a 
Hew  practice.  But  tbe  penetration  of  Bonaparte 
quickly  remarked  this  circumstance,  and  he  improved 
it  to  advantage. 

On  the  second  expedition  fitted  out  against  Sardinia^ 
he  embarked  with  his  countrymen,  and  landed  in  the 
filtte  island  of  Maddalena,  whicb  be  took  possession 
i»f 'in  tbe  name  of  the  French  republic;  but  finding 
the  troops  that  had  been  got  together  for  this  expedu 
Hbn  neither  possessed  organization  or  discipline,  be 
tefimied  to  the  port  of  Ajrccio,  whence  be  bad  set 
out 

In  the  mean  time,  a  scheme  was  forming  for  tbe 
annexation  of  Corsica  to  the  crown  of  England;  and 
tbe  cabinet  acceded  to  a  proposition  which,  while  it 
diminished  the  wealth,  contributed  but  little  either  to 
the  honour  or  advantage  of  this  country.  Bonaparte 
iia4  a  difficult  part  to  act  on  this  occasion:  he  was 
personally  attached  to  tbe  friend  of  his'fatber,  general 
Pascal  Paoli,  as  we  have  before  observed ;  he  resented 
the  treatment  he  experienced  during  tbe  reign  of  tbe 
Terrorists,  and  actually  drew  up,  with  bil  own  band, 
tbe  reraonftrance- transmitted  by  tbe  municipality  of 
-    ,  '  -  .     .    .     :  Ajaocio^ 
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A^^^  agfttnst  the  decree  decbriiig.  that  general  an 
miepijr  to.  the  cotnoioDwealth.  Indeed  he  wag  sapr 
po^ed  to  be  m  iDiimately  connected  with  him^  that  a 
warrant  w/us  actually  issued  bj  Lacombe  de  St.  Michel^ 
and  tl)e  two  other  eonunistioners  of  the  conventioa^ 
to  arrest  young  Bonaparte*  Notwithstanding  this^ 
he  was  resolutely  bent  to  remain  faithfol  to  his  ea* 

Sgetn^nts;  and  learning  that  the  fingli^h  fleet  in,  the 
editqrraoeao  had  sail^  for  the  pufiiose  of  seizing 
hif  wtije  island,  he  embarked  with  his  family  for  the 
foatiofntv  and  lettled  within  eighteen  leagues  of 
Toul^c         ,  . 

Toulop  h^ng  now  in  the  hands  of  the  allies,  the 
Frenchi  in  course  laid  siege  to  it.  Barras  and  Freron^ 
cofpnyiesioneri  from  the  convention,  superintended  the 
arrangement  of  an  isnmense  body  of  artillery,  which 
was  opposed  to  the  great  natal  arsenal  of  the. souths 
The  con^tst  or  surrender  of  this  arsenal,  it  was  dor 
termined^  should  be  obtained  at  anpr  rate.  The  im* 
portance.of  the  service  req^uired  tjpat  it. should  bf 
committed  to  the  management  of  an  engineer  every 
vay  worthy  of  the  occasion;  and  the.  dqiuties  deli* 
berated  with  caution  before  they  venWed  to  oomir 
nate  a  perion  to  the  appointment 

At  length.  Napoleon  Bonaparte^  who  bad  re-enter^ 
the  corps  of  artillery,  ,and  served  in  it  as  a  lieutenant^ 
was  recoq^mended  by  bis  countryman,  Salicetti  (as 
mentioned  at  the  close  of  the  last  chapter,  p.  143}^ 
the  deputy  from  Corsica,  and  one  of  the  commissipn* 
ers  from  the  convention  with  tb^  army  at  Toulon,  to 
Barras,  who  immediately  promoted  him  to  the  rank 
of  general  of  brigade,  and  gave  him  the  command  of 
the  artillery  destined  for  the  reduction  of  that  arsenal* 
The  event  justified  the  prudence  of  the  appointment; 
for  young  Bonaparte  contributed,  by  his  extraordinary 
military  talents,  greatly  to  decide  the  fate  both  of 
Toulon  and^all  France.^  * 

Greneral 

*  PreTiovs  to  his  being  ad? anoed  to  tke  rank  of  .gcnenU,  the 

4etmli^  fiarnu  and  Freron  obssrved  a  vouDg  officer  ektraordi- 

\  X2  nwrily 
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Genertl  Bonaparteli  first  milHttk^y  operttUtm  mii 
deefsive  of  success.  Perceiving  that  the  posiessiM  «C 
Malbousquet,  one  of  the  principal  outpofttft  of  TouloHi 
vould  enable  him  to  botnbard  tb6  to^n  atd  ar%eda]; 
be  opened  a  fttrong  Battterj  of  beftvy  caonoti  aild  moi^ 
tars  Ob  tUe  hbight  of  Areoes,  vvbich  atinoy^d  tbiLt  p0^ 
iitioH  ^xteeAiidgiy,  by  means  df  An  incessant  firtf  o^ 
Idiot  and  sbells.  General  OUara^  governor  of  Toii^ 
looi  observing^  <be  neeesSlty  bf  tefci ng  imoMdiilte  tfiea* 
surd  for  4hb  sei^uritj  df  to  hnportant  a  polt^  Akitt^ 
inined  to  de^oj  tbe  new  vrorks^  which  irere  terHied 
the  GonTentioD  Battery^  and  carry  off  tbe  aftUleryi 
Accordingly  he  procUrisd  a  reinforcement  of  seamen 
firom  the  flteet;  to  defend  a  jbost  from  which  bb  pt6^ 
^oked  t6  withdraw  dome  Britilh  ioldidrs.  At  iv0 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  November,  # 
corps  of  four  hundred  British,  three.  huMred  Sardi^ 
nians^'six  hundred  Neapolitans,  siK  hundred 'Spaniards, 
and  four  hundred  French,  in  all  two  thousand  three 
hundred,  marched  from  the  town,  under  tbe  cdmnraod 
bf  Sir  David  Dundai.  Notwithstanding  tbey  bad  to 
cross  the  new  rifb^,  bil  oile  bridge  obly,  to  divide  aftfer^ 
ward9  into  fo«Mr  column^,  tb  march  acrMi  olive  gtouoda 
intersected  by  stone  walls,  and  to  ascbfid  a  very  const- 
flbrable  height  cilt  iqjto  vine  terraces,  they  ioeceksded 
in  surprizing  the  redoubt;  but,  instead  of  forming 
upbri  and  occupyti^  tbe  long  afttd  barrow  summit  of 
thb  hill,  agreeable  to  orders  and  military  prudence, 
after  having  efiected  all  the  objects  oftbe  expedition; 
they  followed  th^  Frfench  troops  impetuously,  de^ 


narilj  bnisjr  ib  3i|fectibg  ihe  corps  of  the  artiUerj  tUal  iftas  iitider 
bis  cbmrnand,  at  the  attack  of  the  Redoubt  of  Fort  Faron.  Calni 
aad  hhtrepld,  aiaidst  a  thodsaad  don^rs^  be  wah  every  khere  la  aa 
kiaiaiit)  dtoplayiDf  at  odce  tbe  ^freatest  coolto<{S8  aod  actifity.  At 
left.  Us  woandpd  fisfinpiiiers  scattered  arouod  him.aait  swimming 
Id  their  blood,  he  was  seen  serf  iog,  almost  by  himself,  a  large  piece 
of  artillery,  charging,  loading,  ramming,  In  fact,  undauntedly  per« 
fofmfng  the  whole  duty  of  bis  men.  Upon  enquiry,  this  young 
officer  was  found  to  be  Lieutenant  Bonaparte.  He  was  imme^ 
dialely  taken  notioe  of  and  rewarded. 
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tebodcd  the  heights^  aiceackd  other  diitant  beigfatSi 
and  at  length  weie  eompelled  to  retreat  bj  the  Frenebi 
who  taddeolj  profited  by  tb6  eonfusion  thej  were 
thrown  ioto^  mm  obliged  them  to  relinquish  the  ad^ 
vantage*  th«j  btd  at  first  obtained.  General  O'Hara^ 
who  had  ascended  the  battery  directly  after  the  French 
were  di^pottessM^  and  when  he  supi^osed  the  victo^ 
obtained^  arriTed  ib  time  to  witness  the  sudden  re-* 
forse^  and  ^  to*  lie  wovuded  and  made  prisoner  bjthe 
French.  His  woond,  though  not  dangerous^  had 
Med  olncb/  and*  added  to  the  etertions  he  had  before 
akade«  he  was  so  far  wea)(ened,  thit  be  could  not  re- 
tire many  paces  with  the  troops*  but  insisted  on  beinj^ 
kft  by  two  soldiers*  who  were  conducting  him*  and 
whom  he  ordered  to  take  measures  for  their  owA 
safetyt  :, 

.  The  Fceiich*  telalied  by  this  event*  began  to  maki 
•enrer  npproadies  to  the  town;  and  by  means  of  their 
balteriesv  under  general  Bonaparte*  not  only  attacked, 
important  poMs*    but  threatened  a  general  amault.* 
General  Bonaparte*  although  a  mere  youth*  displayed 

.  tathis  ocieasion* 'the  most  cool  and  undaunted  cou<^ 
rage.  It  was  of  great  advantage  to  their  cause*  that 
the  French  reliev^  such  of  their  troops  as  were  fa*- 
^ned>  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  De- 
cember 17*  they  opened  two  new  batteries  on  Fork 
Mulgrave;  and  from  these  and  three  former  ones» 
cootinued  a  very  heavy  cannonade  and  bombardment, 
which  destroyed  many  of  the  troops  as  well  as  works. 
Vhe  weather  proving  rainy*  they  secretly  assembled  a 
large  body  of  forces*  with  which  they  stormed  the 
fortification^  and  .entered  with  screwed  bayonets,  on 
that  side  which  was  defended  by  the  Spaniards;  upon 
which  the  British  and  other  troops  were  compelled*to 
retire  towards  the  shore  of  Balequer.  At  day-break 
another  attack  took  place  on  all  the  posts  occupied  by 

«  the  garrison  on  t)ie  mountain  of  Faron.  Th^y  were 
repulsed*  however*  on  the  east  side*  by  about  seven 
hundted  men*  under  the  eommaod  of  colonel  Jar- 
maguan^  e  Piedmontese  officer*  who  was  killed  on  the 

occasion; 
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oocaiioa;  but  they  fouhd  meass  to  pedbtrale  ihy  tbe 
back  of  tbe  mouDtaiD^  aUboueh  it  wa»  doe  tUcmsaadk 
eight  hundred  feet  bigh»  and  deeioed  inaecestibley  «o 
at  to  occupy  the  side  which  overlooha  Toulon;  lb 
this  day'a  fight  the  French^  tnvi^atod  by  their  eiH 
thusiasui^  charged  with  uDUsual  intrepidity  and  mkv 
ecM.  The  deputy  Areoa^  who  was.  a  Gorstean^  headed 
.OD^  of  their  columns;  and  geoeral  CeffTCHii>  a  subjec* 
of  the  kii^  of  Sardinia,  |>artieuiar}y  distiaguiabed 
himself.  The  new  general^  Bonaparte^'  signalized 
himself  oo  every  occasion  by  a  promptilade  of  exer« 
tion>  which  marked  him  for  one  of  tbe  ablest  candi-^ 
dates  for  military  glory  and  renown.  It  is  fl|tated,  that^ 
in  the  midst  of  tbe  engageaEieat^  Bajrras  found  fauNI 
with  the  direction  of  a. gun,  which  had  h)ee»  pointed 
imder  the  order  of  Bonaparte:  to  which  the  young 
gfneral^  in  perfect  eonformity  with  his  diaracter^  is 
aaid  i^  have  replied :  ^^Do  your  dotyafs  a  national 
eommbsiooer;  I  will  do  my  duty  acGordiog  t^  my 
0Wn  judgement^  and  be  answerable  for  the  conse^ 
^nances  with  my  head/'  It  was  not  in  the  power  of 
friend  or  foe  to  induce  him  to  forego  any  purpose  of 
which  he  had  previously  laid  the  plan. 

Thus,  after  a  siege  of  atM)ut  three  months^  and  an 
incessant  assault  for  five  Successive  days  and  nights, 
Tonlon  was  restored  to  Franoe.  The  besieging  army 
l^ad  provided  4000  ladders  for  an  assaolt;  but,  on 
the  evacuation  of  the  place,  they  entered  at  seven 
o'^elock  in  the  morning  of  the  Idth  of  December, 
1793.  The  French  gained  from  the  allies  more  than 
one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  four  ^  hundred  ox^ 
sheep,  and  bogs,  toother  with  vast  quantities  Of  fo* 
raee,  and  every  species  of  provision  in  abundance. 

The  genius  and  talents  of  Bonaparte  <#ere  deve^ 
loped  by  this  siege:  it  was  a  stage  worthy  of  his  ac- 
tion; and  the  remembrance  of  his  exertions  at  this 
important  period  was  extremely  serviceable  to  his  fu- 
ture advancement  in  the  armies  of  tbe  republic. 

From  Toulon,  the  heroic  general  Bonaparte  set  off 
for  Nice,  where  be  was  put  under  arrest  as  a  terrorist, 
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bytbe  couDterHToyalist  Beffroi.  On  thU  occasion  big 
papers  underweot  the  most  vigorous  examination ;  but 
they  were  found  to  consist  only  of  a  familiar  corre»* 
poodence  on  difiereai  subjects^  plans  and  remarks  on 
ihe  war,  and  fetters  breathing  a  spirit  of  patriotism 
and  honour.     He  was  accordingly  set  at  liberty. 

^  An  attempt  beii^  afterwards  made  to  remove  him 
firom  the  corps  to  which  he  had  done  so  much  ho* 
Bour,  and  place  him  in  the  infantry^  he  repaired  to 
Paris  to  remonstrate  against  this  act  of  injustice!  The 
representatiye  ilubry  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  mi-^ 
litary  department  of  the  committee  of  public  safety; 
and  general  Bonaparte>  notwithstanding  the  justice  of 
bk  cause,  gained  no  redress.  Disgusted  at  the  little 
ILttentioB  paid  to  his  complaint,  he  asked  leave  to 
retire  to  Constantinople;  but  that  was  also  refused 
bkn. 

Thus  ha^e  we  kid  before  our  readers  a  suceioei^ 
though  particular,  account  of  the  early  life  of  Napo* 
leon  Bona^ste,  and  although  it  abound  with  a  spe« 
des  of  eceentricity»  yet  the  military  oflSeer  will  see 
,  Mtich  to  contmendj  thought  doubtless,  there  may  bn 
some  circu^nrtances  which  will  not  merit  his  appro-*, 
bation.  Upen  the  whole,  we  may  venture  to  assert, 
(bat  very  early  in  life  he  exhibited  marks  of  the  great* 
est  military  genios;  and  that  upon  his  superior  know^ 
ledge  of  the  mathematics,  as  connected  with  forti^ca^ 
tion  and  military  tactics,  he  principally  owed,  hb 
preferment 


CHAPTER   VI. 

THE  English  in  the  Mediterranean  were  now 
employed  in  the  reduction  of  Corsica.  An  ar<- 
mament  under  lord  Hood  attacked  the  town  and  forts 
of  Bastia,  after  the  acquisition  4pf  San  Fiorenzoj  the 
aealHen  and  A>Idiers  co-operated  with  emulous  zeal; 
antt  the  place  was  taken  with  a  trifling  loss.    General 

Paoli 
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Paoli  haTJog  exerted  bis  iofluence  over  bis  countrjV 
ineD,  they  Toted,  in  a  cegular  assembly,  Jiuio  14j| 
1794,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  island  should  be 
transferred  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Sir  Gilbert 
Eltiot»  in  the  oaine  of  his  British  majesty,  accepted 
the  offer,  with  an  engagement  for  the  ihaiotaioanee  o£ 
that  constitution  which  was  then  f^^med  by  the  na* 
tional  representatives.  The  strong  town  of  Calvt  was 
atill  possessed  by  the  French;  but  it  was  at  length  re« 
duced  by  the  valour  of  the  British  forces.  Gorte  was 
made  the  capital  by  the  English;  but  they  did  not 
long  retain  their  sovereignty  in  that  island,  for,  on 
the  22nii  of  October  foUowin^»  it  was  found  ne« 
cessary  to  evacuate  it^  and  it  again  ifvetted  to 
France. 

The  war,  on  the  side  of  Spain,  produced  nothing 
of  importance;  and  in  the  mountainous  country  o£ 
Piedmont  it  went  on  slowly.  Niee  and  Cbamberry 
were  still  retained  by  the  French ;  but  more  terrible 
scenes  were  acting  in  other  quarters.  Ifk  la  Vendee  a  * 
most  bloody  war  was  persisted  in  by  the  royalists. 
In  that  quarter  o?  the  country  the  language  of  tho 
xest  of  France  is  little  understood;  the  pedple  were 
superstitious,  and  had  acquired  litde  idea  of  the  new 
opinions  which  had  lately  been  propa^ted  in  the 
other  parts  of  that  country;  they  were  chiefly  headed 
by  priests,  and  regarded  thdr  cause  as  a  rdigioua 
one;  their  mode  of  warfare  usually  was,  to  go  ou  in 
their  ordinary  occupations  as  peaceable  citiaeos,  and 
suddenly  to  assemble*  in  immense  bands,  insomuch,  that 
at  one  time  they  were  said  tQ  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  men.  They  besieged  Nantz  ain) 
the  city  of  Orleans,  and  even  Palais  itself  wa#  not 
thought  altogether  safe  from  their  enterprizes.  Thp 
war  was  inconceivably  sanguinary,  neither  party  gaye 
quarter;  and  la  Vendee  proved  a  dreadful  drain  to 
the  population  of  France,  On  tbe  28th  of  June, 
the  conventional  genianil  Biron,  drove  the  royalista 
from  Lucon;  and  Nantz  was  relieved  by  ge#(al 
Beyssen    After  pome  auccess,  general  Westerpan  waa 
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Mrprized  by  then,  and  compdled  to  retreat  to  Par** 
theoay.  In  the  beginning  of  August,  tbe  royalists 
were  defeated  by  Rossignol;  bat,  on  tbe  10th  of  that 
nontfa>  under  Gfaaretle,  their  comniander-in-chief, 
they  again  attacked  Nantz,  but  suffered  a  severe  re*** 
pulse. 

To  give  a  minute  detail  of  this  obseure,  but  cruel 
war,  would  be  tedious  and  uninteresting.  Tbe  roy* 
alists  ?wre  often  defeated,  and  seemingly  dispersed, 
but  as  often  arose,  in  crovvds,  around  the  astonished 
republicans.  At  last,  however,  about  the  middle  of 
October,  tfaey  were  completely  defeated,  driven  from 
la  Vendee,  and  forced  to  divide  into  separate  bodies. 
These  royalists  had  long  oKpected  assistance  from 
England;  and  an  armament,  under  the  earlof  Moira, 
was  actually  fitted  out  for  that  service,  but  it  did  not 
arrive  till  too  late,  and  returned  home  without  at« 
tempting  a  landing.    As  U8ua1>  here  the  Mountain 

Etrty  disgraced  their  successes  by  dreadful  cruelties, 
umanity  is  shocked,  and  history  would  almost  cease 
to  obtain  credence,  were  we  to  state  in  detail  the  un- 
relenting cruelties  which  were  exercised  against  the 
unfortunate  royalists,  chiefly  by  Carriere,  a  deputy 
from  the  convention,  sent  into  this  quarter  with  un* 
limited  powers.  Multitudes  of  prisoners  were  crowded 
on  board  vessels  in  the  Loire,  after  which  they  were 
sunk.  No  age  nor  sex  were  spared;  and  these  execu- 
tions were  performed  with  every  circumstance  of 
vranton  brutalijty  and  insult. 

On  the  side  of  the  Rhine,  a  great  variety  of  events 
occurred  during  tbe  months  of  August  and  September. 
Several  engagements  took  place,  in  which  the  French 
were  successful.  In  September,  however.  Landau 
was  invested  by  the  combined  powers;  and  it  tras  re- 
solved to  make  every  possible  effort  to  drive  the 
French  from  the  strong  lines  of  Weissembourg.  On 
the  13th  of  October,  the  Austrian  gerieral,  Wurmser, 
made  a  grand  attack  upon  these  lines,  and  took  them 
after  an  obstinate  resistance.  The  French  retreated  to 
Haguenau,  from  which  they  were  driven  on  the  IStfa; 

VoL.L    No.VIIL  Y  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


170        MEMOIRS  OF   BONAPARTJS  AND  BISTOKY  OF 

and  suffered  two  other  defeats  on  tbe  25th  and  27ttr« 
The  principal  citizens  of  Strasbourg  now  sent  m  pri* 
vate  deputation  to  Wurmser,  offering  to  surrender  the 
town,  to  be  preserved  for  Louis  XVIL  Wurmser 
refused  to  accept  it  upon  these  condtttons,  insisting 
upon  an  absolute  surrender  to  his  imperial  majestj* 
In  consequen^re  of  the  delay  tbe  n^gociatton  was  dis* 
covered,  and  tbe  citizens  concerned  in  tbe  plot  were 
seized  b;  St.  Just  and  Leba^,  commissioners  from  (he 
conTention>  and  brought  to  tlie  scaffold.  Prodigious 
efforts  were  now  made  by  the  French  to  recover  their 
ground  in  this  quarter. .  General  Irembert  was  shot  at 
tbe  head  of  the  army  on  the  9th  of  November,  upon 
a  charge  of  treachery  in  tbe  affair  of  the  lines  of 
Weissembourg.  On  tbe  14tb,  however.  Fort  Louis 
was  taken  by  tbe  allies,  not  without  suspicion  of  trea* 
chery  in  the  governor.  But  here  the  success  of 
Wurmser  might  be  said  to  terminate. 

On  tbe  21st,  the  republican  army  drove  back  tbe 
Ausirians,  and  penetrated  aimost  to  Haguenau.  An 
arm/  from  the  Moselle  now  advanced  to  co-operate 
with  the  army  of  the  Rhine.  On  the  27th,  the  Prus- 
sians were  defeated  near  Saarbruek.  Next  day,  their 
camp  at  Bliescastle  was  stormed,  and  the  French  ad- 
vanced \xi  Deux  Ponts.  On  the  29th  and  SO(h,  the 
French  were  repulsed  with  great  loss  in  two  violent 
attacks  made  on  the  duke  of  Brunswick  near  Lantern. 
But  it  now  appeared,  that  the  French  had  come  into 
the  field  with  a  determination  to  conqueri  whatever  it 
might  cost.  Every  day  was  a  day  of  battle,  and  tor* 
reuls  of  blood  were  shed  on  both  sides.  In  military 
skill,  the  French  officers  and  those  of  the  allies  were 
perhaps  nearly  equal;  but  tbe  French  army  was  .by 
far  the  most  numerous;  the  system  of  military  tactics 
adopted  by  the  French  was  greatly  superior  to  that  of 
their  enemies,  and  they  derived  no  small  'Superiority 
from  the  enthusiasm  with  which  their  troops  were 
animated.  On  the  8ih  of  December,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Pichegru,  tbe  French  carried  tbe 
redoubts  which  covered  Haguenau  by  means  of  the 
bayonet. 
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The  bayonet^  a  nfodero  instrument  of  destruction, 
against  which  no  defensive  weapon  is  employed^  is 
always  most  successful  in  the  hands  of  the  most  in-/ 
trepid;  and  t(  was  now  a  dreadful  engine  in  the  hands 
of  the  French.  The  finest  troops  that  ever  Europe 
produced  were  unable  to  withstand  the  fury  of  the 
republicans^  which  seemed  only  to  increase  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  multitude  of  companions  that  they  lost. 
On  the  S3d,  the  allies  were  driven,  with  terrible 
slaughter,  from  Haguenaurnotwithstanding  the  im- 
mense works  they  had  thrown  up. for  their  defence. 
The  entrenchments  on  the  heights  of  ReishofTeo, 
JaudershoiTen,  &c.  were  considered  as  more  impreg- 
nable than  those  of  Jemappe.  They  were  stormed  by 
tile  army  of  the  Moselle  and  the  Rhine,  under  ge- 
nerals Hoche  and  Pichegru.  On  the  23d  and  24tb, 
the  allies  were  pursued  to  the  heights  of  Wrotte. 
On  the  26th,  the  entrenchments  there  were  forced  by 
the  bayonet,  after  a  desperate  conflict.  On  the  27th/ 
tbe  republican  army  arrived  at  Weissembourg  in  tri- 
umph. Wurmser  retreated  across  the  Rhine,  and 
tbe  duke  of  Brunswick  hastily  fell  back  to  cover 
Mentz  ♦. 


*  The  Austrian  and  French  armies  had  been  engaged  for  fire 
days  successiveljr ;  abd  the  Aastrtans  retreated  to  Balberotte. 

Deatzel,  representatiTe  of  the  people  at  Landau,  anQOunced, 
OQ  the  30th  of  December,  the  raising  of  the  blockade  of  that 
town,  which  had  lasted  nearly  four  months.  The  Ao^trians  were 
entirely  defeated,  and  driven  from  the  camp  df  Balberotte,  to 
'  wbkb  they  had  retreated  after  their  flight  from  the  lines  of  Weis.' 
semboui^,  ajnd  they  now  fled  in  all  directions.  Barrere  then  re. 
ported  the  corr<e«pondeate  between  the  garrUon  and  the  Prussian 
general,  prince  Huhenloe,  wherein  the  latter  endeavoured  to  se- 
duce and  corrupt  the  French  commandant  Labaudiere.  The  gar. 
riaon  spurned  tbe  terms  j)ropo8ed,  rcceired  twenty-five  thousand 
boosba,  and  Itvod  three  weeks  on  horse-flesh  and  cats.  Their  only 
bread  was  rye  and  peas4  Wheaten  bread  was  be4:ome  so  sc^a^rce^ 
as  to  be  sold  for  fourteen  livres  a  pound  ;  sugar  was  eighty  liTres ; 
abd  eggs  were  sold  at  one  hundred  livres  each.  Notwithsfaading^ 
the  privations,  and  distress  to  which  the  garrison  was  reduced, 
ihej  disdained  to  submit,,  and  were  at  length  victorious,  preserv- 
ing Landau  for  tbe  repabljic. 

Y  2  Fort 
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Fort  Louii>  now  named  FortYaubiin^  was  efa* 
cuated  b;  the  allies>  and  Kaiserslautero^  Germer"^ 
sheim^  and  Spires^  submitted  to  the  French.  During 
this  last  month  of  the  year  1793^  the  loss  of  men  oa 
both  sides^  but  more  particularly  on  that  of  the  aU 
lies^  in  this  quarter  was  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
modern  war. 

Efforts  of  the  most  violent  nature  were  in  the  meaa 
time  making  at  Paris  by  the  new  administration,  estft- 
blisfaed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Jacobin  club^  atiii 
of  the  party  of  the  Mountain.  The  new  republican 
constitution  had  been  presented  to  the  people  in  the 
primary  assembliesi,  and  accepted.  The  business^ 
therefore,  for  which  the  convention  was  called  toge* 
ther,  that  of  forming  a  constitution  for  France,  wa» 
at  an  end;  and  it  was  proposed  that  they  should  dis* 
solve  tbemsdves,  and  order  a  new  legislative  body  io 
assemble,  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  that 
constitution.  This  was,  no  doubt,  the  regular  loode 
of  procedure;  but  the  ruling  party  considened  it  as 
hazardous  to  convene  a  new  assembly,  possessing  only 
limited  powers,  ia  the  present  distracted  .afate  of  the 
country.  '  Committees  of  its  own  body  were  selected 
for  the  purpose  of  conducting  every,  department  of 
business.  The  chief  of  these  committees  was  called 
the  committee  of  public  safety.  It  superiBtended  alt 
the  rest>  and  gave  to  the  administratioii  of  France  all 
the  secrecy  and  dispatch  which  have  been  accounted 
peculiar  to  a  military  government,  together  with  a 
combination  of  skill  and  energy  hitherto  unknown 
among  mankind.  A  correBpoodenee  was  kept  uf>  with 
atl  the  Jacobin  clobs  throughout  the  kingdom.  Com- 
missioners from  the  convention  w^re  sent  into  all  quar-- 
ters,  with  unlimited  authority  over  every  order  of 
persons.  Thus  a  government  possessed  of  infinite  vi^ 
gjlance  was  estabHshed;  and  the  wliole  transactions 
and  res6urces  of  the  state  were  known  to  the  rulets^ 
and  to  them  only. 

At  this  period  ihe  laws  of  i  i^quisitien,  and  risii^ 
en  masse,  which  had  been  at  £rst  very  feebly  exe>^ 
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euted^  ivere  yrged  with  greater.  Tehemence,  aod  as* 
forced  by  every  nieaiis  in  the  hands  of  govermneaL 
All  churrh-belU>  save  one  for  each  paridh>  were. cast 
into  cannon^  All  af^othecaries^  surgeons^  and  physic 
cians*  were  put  is  requisition  for  the  service  of  the 
army;  and  the  commissioners  sent  to  the  different 
^roops^  were  invested  with  unlimited  powera.  To 
prevent  the  disbanding  of  corps  on  the  expiratmo  of 
their  term  of  service^  Danton  obtained  a  decree  de« 
Bouncing  punishment  of  death  against  every  soldier 
who  quitted  bis  colours  without  permission.  .  Alt 
other  modes  of  recruiting  being  found  ineffectual^  the 
committee  of  public  safety  were  diligently  occupied  in 
giving  effect  to  the  project  for  a  levy  en  tmuse.  Pre- 
paratory to  the  presentation  of  the  report^  Bai^rere 
composed  ap  address  to  the  people,  which  in%eBergetia 
terms  eicited  them  to  arms,  laod  invoked  the  destruens 
tion  of  the  invaders.  In  a  week  afterwards  he  pro^ 
dueed  bi^s  repiMrt,  which  analysed  the  principle  of  cal*- 
ling  tha  whole  country  into  a  state  of  requisition,  bjr 
obviating,  ojbjjectians,  and  shewing  the  soperior  advan^ 
tages  of  that  plan  to  every  other.  A  decree  was  ob« 
l^ined  a«iid  loud  applauses,  comprised  in  a  variety  of 
articles. 

All  W'orkmen  in  iron,  masons,  tilers,  carpenters, 
oartwrighits,  turners,  and  founders,  and  all  lead  and. 
iron  id  the  bands  of  dealers,  save  only  the  quantity  ne^ 
cessary  tor  the  reparation  of  water-pipes,' were  abo 
put  in  requisition  by  the  oouncil-general  of  the  com* 
OMiae.  Every  shoemaker  was  compelled  to  fbrnidi 
*every  ten  days^  five  pair  of  shoes  of  a  certain  shape 
which  skiers  alone  wne  ^  permitted  to  wear,  and  a 
proportionate  number  for  every  apprentice  he  em* 
ployed.  All  salt-petre,  and  materials  for  making  it, 
were  pot  in  requisition;  and  the  pretence  of  searching 
forauch  materials  formed  the  means  of  great  plunder, 
vJsxatioB,  and  tyranny.  The  manufacture  of  cannon 
soon  proceeded  with  astonishing  rapidity  and  success; 
in  little  more  thao  two  months  the  establisbmentaat 
Paris  promised  to  pfodnce  a  thousand  muskets  a-day; 
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the  cannon-foundery  at  the  Luxembpurg  bad  issaed  a 
hundred  and  four  pieces;  that  of  the  Square  of  lodi- 
visibility  a  hundred  and  thirty*four;  and  Carnot 
boasts  that  France,  v^hich  had  hitherto  been  de-* 
pendent  x>n  her  enemies  for  the  first  articles  of  defence/ 
vrould  soon  supply  the  rest  of  the  world  from  the  su- 
perfluity of  her  stores.  Rigorous  measures  were  also 
adopted  to  prevent  evasions  of  the  requisition;  those 
who  fled  froiH  their  places  of  abode  were  to  be  treated 
as  emigrafits^  and  their  relations  punished  for  their 
fault.  No  plea  of  ill  health  was  admitted  except  on 
the  certificate  of  a  medical  professor;  and  a  false  cer- 
tificate subjected  any  of  these  to  imprisonment. 

In  order  to  insure  prompt  and  vigorous  exertions  in 
the  field,  great  severities  were  denounced  against  the 
generals  who  failed  in  entetprizes,  or  incurred  suspi* 
cion  of  treason ;  and  a  great  number  of  i^ruel  examples 
were  made.  The  adherents  of  Dumourier  were  spee- 
dily sacrificed;  Lanoue  and  Stengel  were  executed  im- 
mediately after  hia  flight.  Miranda,  though  his  op- 
ponent, was  pursued  with  great  rancour;  and  after 
being  once  acquitted  by  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
was  again  imprisoned,  and  kept  in  daily  alarm  for  his 
fate.  Miacinski,  a  Polish  soldier  of  fortune,  mucb^ 
attached  to  Dumourier,  was  sentenced  by  the  reTo)u«> 
tiooary  tribunal  and  executed,  after  a  mean  attempt 
to  save  himself  by  pretending  to  disclose  important 
^secrets.  Devaux  was  also  put  to  death,  though  he 
pleaded  that  his  disobedience  to  Dumourier  would 
have  occasioned  his  being  delivered  up  to  the^Au- 
atrians,  from  whose  service  he  was  a  deserter.  Le- 
icuyer  suffered  death  for  attempting  to  influence  his 
detachment  near  Valenciennes  to  assist  in  arresting  the 
commissioners:  before  his  death  he  left  a  denuncia- 
tion againii  Ferrand  the  governor  of  that  fortress, 
which  occasioned  his  imprisonment,  and  early  in  the 
ensuing  year  his  execution.  Custine,  after  every  hu- 
man exertion  to  enfone 'discipline  and  vigout  into  the 
army  he  commanded,  was  inhumanly  sacrificed ;  a 
number  of  other  oflicers  shared  a  similar  fate;  twenty- 
one 
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one  of  tlie  Girondist  party^  among  Mrbom  were  Brisaot 
and  M.  Bailly^  were  massacred  on  the  Sht  of  Octo- 
ber ;  and  the  executions  of  1793  closed  with  that  of 
Philip  Egalite,  ciAievant  duke  of  Orleans,  who  was 
charged  with  bating  aspired  to  the  sovereignty  from 
the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary  proceedings  K 

The  convention  then  turned  its  authority  towards 
eztir|iating  every  vestige  of  religion  from  the  churches 
and  people  of  France.  Many  shocking  decrees  were 
obtained  even  against  the  conforming  clergy^  and  more 
Bgainst  those  who  had  resisted  the  marriage  of  priests; 
yet  many  of  that  body  were  sufficiently  base  to  shew  a 
dishonourable  zeal  in  complying  with  these  commands/ 
and  even  led  their  wives  into  the  ball  of  the  legisla* 
ture^  to  receive  fraternal  embraces.  A  committee  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  schemes  of 
this  deistical  government,  by  being  directed  to  prepare 
a  new  calendar  for  the  French  republic,  in  which  the 
diviaioo  of  the  year  into  months  and  weeks,  as  ac* 
knowledged  by  the  whole  Christian  world,  was  abo» 
lished,  in  hopes  of  obliterating  every  trace  of  Sundays, 
hoUdays,  festivals,  and  fasts.  The  report  made  from 
Ibi  committee  of  public  instruction  is  generally  attri* 
buted  to  Fabre  d'EgUntine,  who  was  the  inventor  of 
this  new  calendar,  which  v^s  adopted  by  the  cooven* 


^  The  execution  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  latterly  kaowD  nnder 
the  fantastical  and  almost  ludicrous  title  of  Philip  Egalite,  appears 
to  have  prodnced  scarcely  any  scDtiments  either  of  horror  or  com- 
iniseratioo  in  any  party ;  so  completely^  though  perhaps  almost  in« 
sensibly,  does  a  profligate  life  exoCte  the  indignation  of  mankind. 
Yet  Egalitd  in  some  instances,  had  cyinced  himself  the  friend  of  li. 
berty ;  and,  however  contemptible  his  general  conduct  in  life,  hi% 
death  was  heroic.  He  was  iocluded  in  the  general  decree  which 
removed  Ihe  Bonrbon  family  to  Marseilles^  and  he  was  brought  to 
Paris  in  the  beginning  of  No/ember,  to  be  tried  before  the  rero* 
jutionary  tribunal.  He  was  accused  of  having  aspir^to  theso* 
vereignty  from  the  first  of  the  revolution ;  bat  how  far  the 'charge 
was  substantiated,  it  hs  impossible  to  determine.  He  was  oonnoyed 
in  a  cart|  in  the  nvening  of  the  6th  of  Novetnbi^f,  to  the  place  of 
execution,  amidst  the  insults  and  reproaches  qf  the  popnlace.-« 
Annual  Register^  17P3,  p.  20i. 
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tion^  after  some  debate  and  a  fisw  alterations.     Bjr 
Li  this  oew  computation  of  time,  the  year  was  divided 

iato  tweWe  equal  months  of  thirty  days. 

More  effectually  to  suppress  the  catholic  religion, 
e¥ery  ^ort  vras  made  to  increase  the  popular  €oi»- 
tempt  of  the  order  of  the  priesthood.  Ali  priests  and 
DUOS  who  had  not  taken  the  oaths  to  the  lepublic, 
Vfere  defirtved  of  certificates  of  residence,  and  declared 
tiispeeted.  persons;  the  sale  of  images^  rings,  ehaplets, 
and  rosaries  was  prohibited;,  and  the  popular  clubs 
refused  to  all  priests  certificates  of  admission  into  their 
halls.  These  efforts  might  be  considered  as  directed 
aninst  the  Roman  catholic  religion  in  particular,  bj 
which  the  minds  and  consciences  of  men  were  held  in 
complete  subjection,  but  not  entirely  hostile  to  the' 
general  principles  of  the  Christian  faith:  a  new  mea- 
sure of  the  commune,  however,  rendered  the  object 
iodubiteble.  Fouche,  being  on  mission  at  Newrs^ 
issued  a  decree  on  the  17th  of  October,  that  all  reli* 
gtous  signs  of  angels,  saints,  &c.  should  be  anoihi* 
lated,  and  priests  prohibited,  on  pain  of  imprison^ 
meat,  from  appearing  any  where,  except  in  their  torn* 
.  ^es,  in  the  clerical  garb.  The  reformed  churches 
were  unmolested.  Every  citizen  deceased  was,  within 
eight-and*  forty  hours  after  his  death,  to  be  inter red> 
without  ceremony,  in  a  burial-place  common  to  all 
persons^  planted  with  trees,  under  the  shade  of  which 
was  to  be  ao  image  representing  Sleep;  and  on  the 
door  of  the  inclosure  an  inscription,  ^'  Death  is  an 
eternal  sleep." 

Tbe  Jacobin  club  having  voted  an  application  to 
the  cooventioo  to  make  all  priests  give  up  their  letters 
of  priesthood  to  be  burnt,  many  anticipated  the  de-> 
cree  by  a  voluntary  sacrifice.  These  enemies  of  th^ 
eatholic^celigion  obtained  a  complete  triumph  on  the^ 
7th  of  iNov^mber.  when  the  constitutisd  authorities  of 
Paris,  accompanied  by  their  bialiop  and  several  cwr^a^ 
attended  at  the  bar.  Momoro,  one  of  the  admini* 
strators  of  the  commune,  introduced  the  members  of 
tbe  clerical  body,  declaring  their  intention  to  divest 
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^emselves  of  the  character  with  which  superstition 
had  clothed  them;  the  great  example  wouild  be  fol- 
iiowed  by  their  colleagues^  and  no  other  worship  ac* 
koowledged  but  libertj,  equality,  and  eternal  truth. 
Gobet,  bishop  of  Paris,  on  this  day  completed  his 
tpostacy,  by  renouncing  his  function,  throwing  off 
Ins  clerical  vestments,  and,  together  with  his  vicars, 
depositing  on  the  desk  their  letters  of  priesthood. 
They  were  invited  to^  the  honours  of  the  sitting,  and 
received  the  fraternarembrace;  and  most  of  the  clergy 
in  the  convention,  as  Lindet,  Coupe,  Villiers,  Julien, 
Cbabot,  Gregoire,  and  the  celebrated  Sieyes,  followed 
the  example  of  Gobet.  Letters  were  daily  received 
from  the  departments,  announcing  the  apostacy  of 
the  catholic  priests;  and  frequent  deputations  attend- 
ed at  thfe  bar  with  the  remaining  spoils  of  churches 
and  ahrines.  When  we  consider,  however,  the  shame- 
ful manner  in  which  the  consciences  of  men  were  held 
by  the  church  of  Rome,  we  confess,  we  are  scarcely 
aurpriased  at  their  going  from  one  extreme  to  the 
other. 

But  notwitbttanding  the  cruelties  and  diabolical  re^ 
qdisitions  exercised  by  the  new  order  of  government, 
the  pressure  of  scarcity  had  been  severely  felt  both  in 
the  capital  and  in  the  departments,  almost  during  the 
whole  of  the  year  1793;  *and  beart^piercing  com*^ 
plaints  were  daily  presented  frofld  the  poor,  who  were 
iamished  for  want  of  bread ;  and  from  proprietors  of 
grain,  sugar,  sotfp,  and  other  necessaries,  M^ho  were 
plundered  by  the  mob.  The  measure  most  popular, 
and  less  calculated  to  remove  these  complaints,  was 
that  of  establishing  a  maximum,  or  fixed  price,  at 
which  every  farmer  and  proprietor  should,  be  obliged 
to  sell  certain  eatables,  and  lather  articles  of  con-, 
atimptiofi,  which  were  denominated  *'  qfth^  first  ne^ 
ces$ii$f/'  These  laws,  however,  which  weiC  very  nu- 
merous and  severe  proved  only  the  means  of  diffusing 
(error,  and  facilitating  murder  and  robbery  under 
colour  of  law.  One  sortof*  bread  alone  was  orderc4 
to  be  baked  in  Paris»  tatfM  pain  d€  V^s^iU:  for  « 
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scanty  siipply  of  this  the  poor  besieged  the  doors  of 
the  bakers  for  several  hours  in  a  morniAgi  and  werd 
afFen  pluDdere'd  tf  it  iwbeo  bbtftioed:  and  tfie  cod- 
Tention,  unable  to  satiatfe  tbeii*  bunged  or  appease 
tbipir  clamours,  resorted  tb  doubtlfVil  and  distapt  erpe^ 
dients,  siicb  as  the  draining  of  fish-ponds  to  plant 
grain  and  nutritious  vegetables,  atod  the  conversion  of 
pasture  and  pleasure  grbund  into  arable. 

One  of  the  great  causes  of  distress,  however,  was 
the  v&nt  of  cash,  and  the  depreciation  of  assignats, 
which  were  issued  with  such  profusion,  and  go  often 
copied,  that  people  were  averse  to  setting  their  pro- 
perty for  paper  of  suth  uncertain  value.  To  enforda 
tbe  receipt  of  this  medium  on  equal  terms  was  the 
object  of  many  severe  but  impracticable  decrees. 
Joobin^  was  forbidden  under  penalty  of  bamc/httient, 
and  refusals  to  receive  assignats  in  payment  were 
inade  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  Yet  tbe 
aptrit  of  speculation  could  not  be  suppressed,  nor  the 
confidence  of  the  people  concilitited.  Assignats  were 
sold  at  reduced  prices,  and  every  new  emission  rendered 
tbe  receipt  of  them  additionally  difficult. 

But  in  obtaining  supplies  government  was  more  sue* 
cestui,  as  the  means  employed  were  more  cogent.  Af^ 
ler  many  other  expedients  had  been  discussed,  a  forced 
loan  oT  a  thousand  millions  of  liv/es  (43,750,0001. 
isfterling)  was  decreed  to  be  raised  by  a  tax  on  prop^* 
ty.  1  error  impelled  the  inhaliiitants  erf  the  depart* 
Vnents  to  throw  their  gold  and  silver  into  the  public 
co^rs,  bappy  to  escape  with  their  lives  from  the 
rigours  of  greedy  perquisition.  Yet  the  quantity  of 
cash  which  Was  obtained  was  insiifficient,  and  gov^rn^ 
ment  decreed  the  confiwation  of  all  ingots  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  a  resumption  of  all  grants  of  national  do* 
mains,  the  treasury  refunding  nil  the  money  Ivbich 
bad  been  paid^  in  assignats  at  par.  By  these  and 
other  extortionate  means  Combon  boasted  of  having 
raised  between  thirty-eighl  and  forty  millions  of  livrei 
(about  i,7O0fiO0l);  and  be  boasfed  the  effects  of 
terror^  in  making  men  who  btid  concealed  their 'money 
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bring  it  jptp  the  (r^Mnry-  Ti)e|)rodactiop  ^f  fponey 
to  tbiB  state  lyas  consider^  4  legitimate  end  of  cx\m\T 
m\  hwf ;  mid  Barrere,  with  savftge  f or^  of  ple^s^ntrj^ 
termed  the  gMiIloltoe  the  D^tipn^l  mint.  Suc)i  verp 
the  metm%  adopted  by  the  M^Mptain  party  to  open 
tbe  oftnip^tigQ  of  n9i,  whic^  y[M  done  with  tbfs 
greatest  yigour. 

Tt  was  early  id  the  yefit  that  the  qpnveption  feceiyed 
iotelligeiK^  that  three  of  (heir  ships  pf  the  lioe  bad 
made  prize  f^f  fifteen  English  vessels  io  the  Irish  sea; 
and  they  listened  with  applause  to  a  rppojrt  froxo  thje 
committee,  of  public  safety^  th^  they  had  aMgP^ented 
their  fleets>  aipd  adopted  a  tpja^  pf  nay^l  tactics  where- 
by they  had  resolved  to  conquer  on  the  sea.  Wilji 
this  eonfident  hmpe^  the  FrencI^  fleet  hd.ldly  sailed  o^t 
oi  Brest  bfirbpgr;  under  the  coinmaDd  ojf  ado^iraf  Yil- 
Jaret  Joyeuse,  whose  flag  was  hoisted  pn  board  the 
-Montagoe,  of  120  guns;  and  he  ipimedi^^ejy  sailed  fo 
quest  of  the  English  squadrop^  .compiaiidcicl  by  lord 
Howe.  Yillaret's  fleei  consisted  o^  twe^ty-sjx  sail; 
-the  English  romi^iapder  hm)  tweoty*Qve^  but  fi  gjr^t 
inferiority  of  niet^l.  jOn  the  l,st  qf  jfifpfi,,  t^  (Lyfp 
.fleets  came  jto  cluise  engggemenft,  each  ^ip  h^ng  re* 
gularly  opposed  by  nn^other  as  fast  as  they  coi/ld  get 
into  action*  After  an  hour'p  close  and  iiiiin.ter/uptcid 
fighting,  in  which  little  manoeuvre  wap  di^pl^ed,  the 
French  admiral  gave  w.^y^  <md  was  followed  by  all 
the  ships  in  the  van  whose  conditiop  Qo^bled  th^Qi  to 
carry  w],  leaving  teo  .or  twelve  .crippl^  ships  sur- 
rounded by  (h«  English.  Part  of  tjie^e  wercj^  hpw 
ever,  dextrously  brought  off  by  those  w^V^  had  hc^ 
less  damaged  in  the  action;  but  ^eyep  ^'^epif  iqed  in  the 
hands  otf  lord  Howe>  though  one  of  theni^uiik  before 
it  CQuI4  jrea^^b  ft  JBritjsh  harbour.  The  V^e^Qgeur^  a 
aeveoty-^our,  sunk  during  the  fictioo. 

In  giv:ing  ^0  account  of  these  e^vents  to  the  convey-* 
tiooj  Barrere  shewed  considerable  dexterity.  He  con- 
sidered the  whole  event  i^s  a  victory  00  .the  side  of  the 
Fr^nch^  because  a  large  fl^t^  of  qeftrly  two  huodr^ed 
sail  of  ships  from  America,  bad  got  safely  into  port^ 
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v^hicfa  was  laden  fvffli  vast  quantitieB  of  flour^  aoi 
other  necessaries,  that  France  was  greatly  in  want  of. 
He  affirmed  that  the  English  was  superior  to  the 
French  by  fourteen  sail  of  the  line ;  that  ten  had  been 
dismasted  in  the  action,  and  three  had  foundered. 
He  could  not  entirely  conceal  the  disaster;  but  lie  pal- 
liated it  by  saying,  they  had  left  seven  dismantled 
ships  at  sea,  which  he  feared  were  loM. 

After  this  defeati  the  national  convention  afiected 
to  consider  their  exertions  on  the  ocean  of  far  less 
importance  than  the  campaign  on  the  frontiers  of 
France,  towards  which  important  object  all  eyes  were 
turned,  as  affecting  the  general  fate  of  the  civilized 
world.  Jourdan,  though  successful  in  raising  the 
siege  of  Maubeuge,  wa9  dismissed  from  the  army  of 
the  north,  and  replaced  by  Pichegru,  who  was  for 
that  purpose  transferred  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine. 
The  allies  were  still  in  possession  of  Cpnde,  Valen- 
ciennes, Quesnoy,  and  many  other  places;  and  were 
encamped  in  all  points  on  the  territory  of  the  republic. 
But  the  hopes  of  France  were  founded  less  on  the  va- 
lour of  their  troops^  than  on  the  probability  of  being 
able  to  dissolve  that  alliance,  which,  if  unbroken,^ 
must  ultimately  have  exhausted  all  their  means  of  op- 
position, and  compelled  them  to  expend  their  strength 
in  an  unavailing  contest.  Divisions  and  jealousies 
were  said  to  be  already  prevalent  bet  ween*  the  emperor 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  to  them  were  attributed 
the  disasters  which  attended  the  close  of  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Rhine.  The  dnke  of  Brunswick  quitted 
the  army  in  disgust.  The  emperor,  on  the  other  handj 
removed  Wurmser  from  the  command ;.  but  avowed 
his  jealousy  of  a  secret  negotiation  between  Prussia 
and  France.  The  Prussian  cabinet  also  affected  to 
suspect  that  Austria  and  England  were  disposed  to 
negociate  separately  with  the  republic,  and  that  the 
fsmperor  saw  with  jealousy  the  portion  assigned  to  the. 
house  of  Brandenburgh  in  the  partition  of  the  tinfor-' 
lunate  territory  of  the  Poles. 
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The  eleelor  of  Mentz  now  received  (he  decUratioQ 
0f  the  kiog  of  Pfui»ia»  which  stated*  that  he  could  no 
longer  gustaia  the  expeoees  of  the  war;  that  iodevmi* 
ties  were  due  to  htm  from  the  empire;  and  that  the 
circlet  must  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  his  troopi^ 
or  he  must  withdraw  them;  and  he  spoedtlj  notified 
bis  intention  to  furnish  only  his  contingent  as  elector 
of  Brandeoburgh»  ordering  general  MuUendorff,  who 
had  succeeded  the  duke  of  Brunswick^  to  fall  hack 
with  bis  army  on  Cologne,  and  leave  near  Mentz  only  , 
twenty  thousand  men,  under  general  Karlsreuh.  He 
waSj  however,  induced  by  the  negociatioos  for  a  sub- 
tidy  from  England,  and  by  the  repeated  solicitations 
of  the  states  of  the  empire,  to  continue  his  troops  in 
their  former  station ;  which  was  considered  a^  a  great 
acquisition^  though  it  might  have  been  foreseen  that 
little  advantage  would  be  derived  from  to  capriciouf 
an  ally. 

.  Previous  to  the  termination  of  these  disputes^  the 
French  opened  the  campaign  by  attacking  the  Ausr 
trian  posts  at  Chateau  Beauvajs  and  Solesmes,  on  the 
29th  of  March/  which  they  had  carried;  but  the  Im* 
periaUsts  rallying,  obliged  them  to  retreat  with  the 
lost  of  six  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  Some  . 
jealousies  which  still  prevailed  in  the  allied  army, 
obliged  the  eniperor  to  take  the  chief  command  in 
person;  and  he  commenced  the  siege  of  Laodrecy, 
which  was  afterwards  committed  to  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Orange.  To  raise  this  siege,  an  attack  waa 
made  on  the  advanced  posts  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg^ 
at  Blocus  and  Nouvion :  at  the  former  the  French 
were  defeated,  and  the  town  was  obliged  to  surrender 
to  the  allies.  Pich^ru  collected  in  the  mean  whil^ 
in  Caesar's  camp,  a  force  of  thirty  thousand  men  )inder 
Souham,  and  twenty  thousand  under  ^oreau,  for  the 
purpose  of  teaking  a  detached  invasion  of  We^t  Flan- 
ders. General  Otto  being  sent  to  reconnoitre  them, 
aa  engagement  ensued,  on  the  23d,  in  which  tlie 
French  were  driven  into  Cambray  with  loss;  but  the, 
defeat  did  not  prevent  their  persevering  in  their  origi- 
nal 
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Dal  eaterprize.  While  the  flubordioate  j^mierala  were 
emplojed  in  thia  incursion^  Picbegru  advanced  in  five 
columns,  drove  in  ali  the  outposts  and  piquets  of  the 
besieging  army,  attacking  along  the  whole  frontier^ 
^from  Treves  to  the  sea;  but  in  the  progress  of  the 
daj  he  was  utterly  defeated,  and  pursued  to  the  gates 
of  Cambray  with  great  loss,  both  in  men  and  artillery* 
Pichegru,  however,  returned  to  the  charge  on  toe 
2iHh^  assailing  an  almost  impregnable  post,  defended 
by  geiieral  Clairfait,  at  Mducron^  and  by  bis  success 
fetrieved  the  disaster  of  his  former  conflict,  besides 
animating  his  troops  with  the  confidence  revolting 
from  a  first  victory.  Courtray  was  taken  at  thesame 
time;  and  the  next  day  Menin,  no  longer  tenable,  waa 
evacuated,  after  a  siege  of  ten  days  only.  Pichegru 
afterwards  projected  a  combined  movement  with  the 
army  of  the  Ardennes;  and,  taking  Beaumont,  made 
some  incursions  between  the  Sambre  and  the  Meuse. 
A  Tast  number  of  skirmifihes  took  place  during  the 
^  early  part  of  May ;  and,  on  the  iOib,  an  attack  waa 
made  on  tbe  duke  of  York  near  Tournay,  in  which 
the  French  were  defeated,  and  three  Qfousand  killed. 
General  Clairfait,  at  the  same  time,  attempted  to  drive 
them  from  Cotirtray;  but  a  reinforcement  was  judi- 
eiousfly  tbr^wn  into  the  town;  and  iir  an  engagement 
^bkh  took  place  the  ens«ing^y,  Clairfait  was  driven 
liack  into  his  origiuaV  position  at  Thielt.  During 
this  conflict,  the  left  wing  of  the  army  of  the  noKb, 
united  to  that  of  the  Ardennes^  crossed  the  Sambre^ 
«iid  took  momentary  possession  of  Fontaine  P£v£que 
•and  Sindi,  which  tliey  wer^  obliged  to  relinquish  oq 
the  appearance  of  an  Austrian  force.  The  armies  of 
'the  North  and  Ardennes  were  at  tbis  time  under  the 
eommfssioners  St.  Just  and  lie  Has,  who  atimulated 
fbe  troops  to  exerlion  by  perpetual  threats  of  execu-^ 
lien. in  case  of  failure.  Pichegru  had  formed  plans 
for  passing  tbe%mbre,  and  besieging  Charleroi ;  but 
tbey  were  frustrated  by  <be  precipitation  and  ^ao- 
ranee  of  those  vi^ho  controuied  bim,  and  aupers^ed 
the  authority  be  held.  ^*       » 
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The  principal  object  of  the  tUies  was  now  to  exp^ 
tbe  French  from  Flanders;  and  for  this  purpdse^  after 
many  skirmisbes,  in  which  Lannoy,  Turcoingy  Hou^ 
baix,  Mouveaux,  and  all  tbe  great  posts  io  the  roa4 
from  Lisle  to  Courtray,  were  taken  by  the  duke  of 
York>  a  general  attack  was  made^  Marjch  17j  Mider 
the  eye  of  the  *emperor  himself.  This  att^Mospt*  was 
rendered  unsuccessful  by  delays  io  two  columiis.  Ear* 
lyintfae  ensuing  mormug,  tb^  republicans  ftttacked» 
io  great  force,  tbe  post  at  Turcoiog.  Two  battalioqa 
of  Austriaos,  detached  by  tbe  duke  of  York  to  make 
a  diversion^  failed  in  returning  to  him^  and  thus  1^ 
an  opening  on  his  right.  The  Frenchy  pourii^  in 
torrents  of  troops,  bad  completely  ^urroumled  the 
B/'itish  battalions ;  but  these  cut  their  way  througbi 
and  effected  a  retreat,  though  with  the  greatest  dilfi^ 
ciilty>  and  considerable  loss.  y 

General  Pichogru,  believii^  the  allies  to  be  desti-* 
tute  of  artillery^  n^de  a  general  attack  on  their  right 
win^  with  a  hundred  thousand  •  men^  intending  to 
force  the  passa^  of  the^  Scheldt  and  inves|  Touroay» 
The  attack  began  at  fiv^  o'clock  io  the  morning  ^ 
tbe  ^2d,  and  the  French,  continually  bringing  up 
fresh  troops>  continued  it  the  whole  day.  About 
three  o'clock  the  right  wing  of  the  allies  be^an  to 
give  ground^  when  the  duke  of  York  detached  sev«a 
Austrian  battalions,  and  tbe  second  brigade  of  Sritish 
infantry,  to  their  support.  ^This^lecided  the  fate  of 
the  <)ay.  They  stormed  the  village  of  P<i»nt  Acfain> 
rushed  with  fixed  bayonets  into  tbe  heart  •  of  Uie 
l^f^ttch  armyt  and  threw  them  into^such  conttusiou 
that  thqy  retreated  to  Lisle.  On  tbe  same  day  geiier- 
f  al  Be^ulieu  took  tbe  town  of  Bouillon  by  storoi^  and 
gave  it  op  to  plunder,  as.«  puoUbment  to  tbe  ioliabi«^ 
taots  for  fviog  on  the  Au^tlrian  troops. . 

But  in  tbe  mean  tim(^  the  French  army  had  repassed 
the  Sambre,  recaptured  TB^eque  and  Binch^  and  par* 
tially  invested  Charlefpi-  1  hey  wer^  however^  again 
routed  by  •general  Kaunitz,  019  the  24tb  of  May,  with 
the  loss  of  five.thott^iid  killed>  wouodjEtd)^  and  pjrison* 
i  ,  '  crs. 
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ers,  and  fifty  pieces  of  caonon.  This  loss  was  com^ 
pensated  on  another  side»  wliere  a  portion  of  the  army 
of  the  Moselle  was  placed  under  Jourdan^  and  re-* 
ceived  the  name  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meuse.  This  force,  consistii^  of  forty  thousand  roen^ 
invaded  the  duch}-  of  Luiembourg»  took  possession  of 
Arlon,  and  obliged  Beaulieu  to  fall  back  on  Marche,^ 
ID  order  to  eoter  Namur.  The  duke  of  York's  post* 
tion  at  Tournay  was  thus  rendered  for  several  days 
very  precarious,  as  a  great  portion  of  the  allied  army 
was  obliged  to  fall  back  to  cover  Brussels  and  Ghent, 
and  prince  Cobourg  marched  the  principal  part  of  his 
army  to  their  relief. 

The  French  armies  continually  increased,  and  their 
resolute  pursuit  of  their  object  gave  a  gloomy  aspect 
to  the  affairs  of  the  emperor.  The  principality  of 
Liege  had  shewn  such  marks  of  favour  to  the  republi* 
can  cause;  that  a  proclamation  was  judged  necessary, 
by  which  the  place  was  put  under  the  command  of 
fte  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  and  all  gunsmiths  and 
other  persons  were  enjoined  to  depoaH  their  arms  and 
mmmunition  in  the  town-house.  1  he  progress  of  the 
French  increased  the  spirit  of  disaffection;  and,  wlien 
they  bad  cut  off  all  communication  from  Brussels  to 
Cfaarlerot  and  Luiembourg,  menacing  the  investment 
of  Charleroi  and  Ypres,  the  malcontents  at  Brussels 
publicly  avowed  themselves,  and  planted  the  tree  of 
libert?.  The  einperor  quitted  the  army,  and  returned 
to  Vienna,  with  a  view  to  obtain  further  supplies^ 
which  his  army  stood  much  in  need  of. 

Ypres,  the  key  of  West  Flanders,  was  blockaded 
by  the  French  on  the  5th  pf  June,  their  besieging 
army  amounting  to  thirty  thousand  men^  and  their 
covering  army  to  twenty-five  thousand.  Clairfait» 
having  advanced  to  relieve  the  place,  was  attacked  at 
Rousselaer  and  Hoogledea;  but  he  drove  back  the 
assailants.  Havii^  received  reinforcements  from  prince 
Cobdurg,  he  became  in  turn  the  assailant,  and  had 
sooie  hopes  of  successc^ut,  overpowered  by  numberr, 
be  wai  obliged  to  fall  back  to  Thielt^  while  general 
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llamerstein  retreated  to  Broges.  During^  the  three 
ensuing  days^  ha  made  perpetual  efforts,  and  fought 
several  tkirmiahes;  but  on  the  fourth  he  was  at^cked 
by  an  army  of  republicans,  and  driven  to  Ghent,  vhick 
be  reached  with  great  difficulty,  and  found  the  com- 
munication with  Oudenard  entirdy  cut  off.  Yprei 
immediately  surrendered;  general  Walmoden  founl 
himself  no  longer  able  to  retain  Bruges;  and  the  duk« 
of  York^  evacuating  Tourqay,  retired  to  Renaix^ 
hoping  to  support  Oudenard,  which  the  French  ha4 
summoned  to  surrender,  and  the  duke*s  effort^  were 
rendered  ineffectual. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  of  the  Sambre  an4 
Meu&e  had  joined  that  of  the  Norths  so  often  defeated 
before  Charleroi;  and  having  taken  Dinan,  agale 
crossed  the  river  in  the  face  of  the  Aiistrians,  and  be« 
gan  to  reconstruct  the  works  for  prosecuting  the  siege. 
Thev  were,  however,  again  defeated,  and  driven  be^ 
yond  the  Sambre;  but  Pichegru,  who  commanded 
the^i,  in  two  days  resumed  his  station,  con6dent  of 
gaining  his  point,  and  determined  at  all  events  to  sue* 
ceed.  The  prince  of  Cobourg  on  this  occasion  aba&«» 
doned  Tournay,  leaving  the  defence  of  the  Scheldt  to 
the  duke  of  York,  and  withdrawing  all  his  posts  from 
before  Valenciennes,  Quesnoy,  and  the  other  French 
towns  in  his  possession,  he  attempted  the  more  toipor* 
tant  task  of  succouring  West  Flanders*  He  made  a 
general  attack  on  the  posts  of  the  enemy  On  June  86; 
but,  after  a  lon'g  and  very  severe  action,  the  allies 
were  defeated  in  every  point,  and  forced  to  retreat  to 
Halle,  thirty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle,  with  the 
loss  ef  many  thousands  of  their  men.  This  decisive 
action  was  fought  on  the  plains  of  Fleurus,  and  con^ 
firmed  the  fate  of  Flanders.  Charleroi  had  surren»* 
dered  the  preceding  day ;  and  the  prince  of  Cobourg 
was  compelled,  on  the  approach  of  the  republicanst 
to  retreat  from  Halle,  leaving  Brussels  to  its  fate. 
The  allies  were  thus  obliged  to  forerb  all  hopes  of  re- 
gaining possession  of  Flanders,^  tneir  fbrce,  which 
eonsisted  originally  of  a  hundred  and  mnety  tbousan4 
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sieo,  was  reduced,  by  tbe  various  battles  they  bad  had 
Uritb  the  French^  to  eighty  tbousaod ;  while  that  of 
tbe  republicans  was  increased  to  a  much^ greater  num* 
ber. 

About  the  same  period,  earl  Moira,  arriviog  at 
Ostead^  with  seven  thousand  men,' found  Ypres  and 
Tborout  on  one  side,  and  Bruges  on  the  other,  in  pos- 
session of  the  French;  and,  despairing  of  rendering 
effectual  assistanee  jn  any  other  quarter,  pressed  for- 
ward to  join  the  dt|ke  of  York>  taking  his  route 
through  Bruges  to  MaUe.  General  Vandamme  was 
in  the  neighbourhood  with  twenty  thousand  French, 
and  would  bavie  fallen  on  the  English  force,  but  for 
an  ingenious  deception  of  major-general  Doyk,  the 
British  quarter -master-general,  who  made  the  burgo- 
master of  Bruges  believe  the  arfoy  consisted  of  fif- 
teen thousand  men,  und  that  as  many  more  would 
arrive  the  same  evening;  which  intelligence  was 
tOQveyed  io  the  French  general,  and  prevented  his 
attacking  the  English  troops.  But  this  junction  was 
not  effected  for  several  days,  during  which  the  French ' 
took  possession  of  Ostend,  and  marched  towards 
Ghent.  The  prince  of  Cobourg  being  again  defeated, 
they  gained  possession  of  Moos*  The  duke  of  York 
was  obliged  to  retreat  from  Renaix  to  Gramont,  and 
subsequently  to  Malines  and  Konticq;  while  Ghent, 
Oudenard,  and  Tournay,  surrendered  to  the  republi- 
ican  forces. 

'^he  French  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meuse,  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  tbe  North,  pressed  their- ad- 
vantages on  every  side,  and^  after  a  series  of  skirmishes, 
possessed  themselves  of  Brussels.  They  were  thus 
enabled  to  establish  positions  reaching  from  Liege  to 
Antwerp;  while  tbe  Austrians  defended  the  banks  of 
tbe  M^se  from  Ruremond  to  Maestricht  Tbe 
jtroops  of  England  and  Holland  retired  beyond  Breda, 
und  a  corps  was  posted  at  Liidhoven  to  keep  open  the 
communication  between  tbe  armies.  .  Malines,  Lou* 
vain,  Judoigne,  Namur,  Antwerp,  Tongres^  Lieg«^ 
St.  Amandj  Marchiennes^  Chateau,  and  several  other 
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Iikces,  had  already Jie^Q  evacuated;  and  CoDde>  Ya- 
eocieBoet,  Quesaoy,  and  Landrecy,  abandoned  to  their 
own  strength^  were  ioTested  bj  (he  republicans,  who 
were  fortified  by  the  additional  terror  of  a  barbarous 
decree  of  the  convention,  forbidding  them  to  give 
quarter  ta  any  of  the  garrisons,  unless  they  surrender** 
ed  on  jthe  first  summons. 

And  fortune  was  equally  favourable  to  the  republi- 
cans on.  the  Rhine,  where  their  career  was  exceedingly 
prosperous^  The  resignation  of  the  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick was. preceded  by  the  capture  of  Spires  and  Kai- 
serslaHterja,  and  followed  by  the  evacuation  of  Fort 
FaulHip,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  blow  it  up  by 
springing  of  mines.  Several  skirmishes  afterwaru 
occMureC  but  no  action  of  importance  till  the  king  of 
Pxufifia  had  consented  to  continue  the  alliance.  Then 
marshal  MullendoriF,  veho  succeeded  the  duke  of 
BriuBwick»  surprized  the  French  in  their  entrench^ 
ments  at  Kaiserslautern,  put  them  to  the  rout  witii 
great  slaughter,  and  captured  many  prisoners  and  some 
artillery.  But  no  attempt  was  made  to  prosecute 
this  success  with  further  advantage*  The  month  of 
June  passed  only  in  skirmishes;  and  early  in  July* 
the  French,  by  great  ceipforcemeots,  having  acquired 
a  superiority  in  numbers,  attacked  the  allies  at  Edik^ 
hofieo,  ^nd  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  which  last^ 
^d  from  the  12th  to  the  loth  of  July,  drove  the  Autr 
trians  in  every  direction  across  the  Rhine,  and  com- 
pelled the  Prussians  to  retreat  rapidly  towards  Mentz. 
This  aiition  decided  the  fate  of  the  campaign  in  that 
quarter:  the  allies  evacuated  twenty  leagues  oif  the 
French  territory,  and  enabled  the  republicans  to  in- 
vade the  electorate  of  Treves.  Thus  the  arms  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  French  republicans  became  victo- 
rious and  insurmountable  in  every  quarter;  while  the 
army  of  the  allies  was  defeated,  broken,  and  more 
than  half  destroyed ;  but  from  the  wide-extended  and 
relentless  devastations  of  this  sanguinary  campaign, 
the  reader  must  be  constrained  to  turn  his  ey§  to  the 
still  more  sanguinary  and  cruel  scenes  which  degraded 
and  purpled  tne  streets  of  Paris* 
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tt  will  Mt  hi  expected^  however,  (hat  we  ttiU  enter 
ifot6  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  horrors  which  took 
Mace  in  every  part  of  the  republic  where  the  narra'* 
mes  of  them  call  our  attention;  or  that  w^  can  pur* 
ktie  thfe  detail  of  half  the  crimed  toitimitted  under  the 
Itppellatioo  of  law :  suffice  it  to  mention  th6  principal 
instrumentSj  and  the  niost  prominent  of  their  deHs  of 
inhuntianity.  Those  who  claim  the  highest  celebrity 
for  their  fertile  invention  of  new  modes  of  barbarity, 
ifreTe  Jean  Bon  St.  Andrf^,  Treilhard,  and  Leqoino^  at 
Brest  and  L'Or ient ;  Beaudot,  St.  Just,  and  Le  Bas« 
in  the  departments  of  the  Lower  and  Up^r  Rhine ; 
Fouche  in  this  departrhent  of  TAllier;  Freron^  Btirras. 
Itdiy^spierre  junior,  Saltcetti,  and  Isnard,  at  Marseilles 
tind  Toulon ;  Maignet,  an  ex-priest,  in  the  depart- 
Vnent  of  Yaucluse,  and  particularly  at  a  village  called 
teedouiA;  and  Joseph  Le  Bon,  at  Arras.  All  these 
teemed  to  contend  with  each  other  for  the  palift  of 
fcupferior  cruelty ;  they  left  far  behind  all  the  tnquisi* 
tors  and  destroyers  of  the  human  race  who  had  ever 
gone  befone  them,  or  who  acted  in  other  places.  But 
M  these,  and  even  Carriere  himself,  were,  eclipsed  by 
CoUot  d'Herbois,  who  exercised  at  Lyons  the  most 
tinspeakable  and  dreadful  tortures  against  the  wretch- 
«A  inhabitants  who  had  dared  to  expr^  their  attach- 
Uients  to  the  house  of  Bourbon.  The  number  of 
Frenchmen  who  fell  by  various  means  of  destruction, 
bn  the  scaffold,  in  the  waves, '  and  on  the  field,  by  the 
liatids  of  Frenchmen^  is  estimated  at  nine  hundred  thou- 
tend ;  of  whom  fifteen  thousand  were  women,  and  twen- 
^  thousand  children ;  and  more  than  twenty  thousand 
'dwetling-houses  Weredestroyed  and  ra2ed  to  the  ground. 

Early  in  the  year  1794,  Robespierre  made  a  report 
tt)  the  convention  on  the  nature  and  operations  of  the 
revolutionary  government,  in  which  he  contrived  to 
itanpress  on  its  members  the  great  necessity  of  carefully 
avoiding  the  two  dangerous  extremcfs  of  imbecility 
Md  temerity;  or  of  suffering  men  to  live,  whose  plots 
tad  well-known  defection  ti^ere  so  dangernus  to  a 
well-disposed  and  moderate  government.  Thua  his 
arbitrary  will  became  superior  tb  all  tonttbul.    The 
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{MTisons  o(^  PAris  wetB  rapidly  filled  with  victifiis  of 
eV6ry  rank  and  daks  in  life,  and  ir^ai  ^H  parte  tf  tht 
ttpubMt.  Dwdlm^  originally  iNrected  for  pfisotfi9  weto 
aooo  found  incapable  of  containing  the  crov^ds  pot 
under  arrest  j  and  the  palaees  and  houses  of  pHncefe 
)uid  noblemen^  which  were  confiscated  tmt  not'iold^ 
were  converted  into  jails.  Rigorous  decrees  were  mul^ 
tiplied  agatoBt  the  devoted  prisoners;  nor  were  their 
friends  peravitted  to  see  them.  New  decrees  dail^ 
pointed  out  new  objects  of  suspicion  i  and  the  irictims 
of  private  resentment  or  former  grudgt  were  sent  in^ 
discrimihately  to  the  Conciergerie,  aAd  then  distri* 
buted  into  -  others,  or  sent  to  the  place  of  execotioti 
without  delay;  thus  falling  a  sacrifice  to  the  resent^ 
went  and  caprico  of  those  who  held  places  or  appoints 
ments.  Fourteen  young  ladies  from  Verdun  were  led 
to  the  scaffold,  charged  with  dancing  at  a  ball  with 
some  Prussmn  ^fBitefs,  and  givitlg  them  treasonable 
information  against  the  state.  Twenty  women  from 
Poit6u^,  mostly  poor  peasants,  who  had  afforded  refuge 
to  Gharette,  were  likewise  destroyed  together:  (heir 
looks  were  expressive  of  no  inteliigepee  on  the  fate 
which  threatened  them.  While  conducting  them  to 
the  (Scaffold,  several  women  died  in  the  cart,  supposed 
from  hunger  and  fatigoe;  but  their  carcases  were  guii* 
loitned  by  the  executioner. 

From  the  lower  order  of  sufferers,  the  decrees  now 
passed  to  the  class  of  superior  victims;  and;  by  a  law 
of  the  lOth  of  June,  juries  were  authorized  to  pro- 
nounce sentence  without  any  evidence  but  their  own 
internal  conviction  of  the  prisoners'  guilt.  The  course 
t>f  destruction  was  thus  rendered  extremely  rapid. 
The  numbers  marked  out  for  each  day's  execution 
were  Called  hatches;  many  of  them  were  composed  of 
persons  whose  only  crime  w;as  their  birth  or  accidental 
station  in  life.  Nobles^  priests,  fermiers-gen6raux, 
members  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  or  even  of  the 
constituent  assembly^  were  doomed  to  general  destruc- 
tion; and  a  relationship  with  them,  or  even  an  appear- 
ance of  commiseration,  was  considered  so  dangerous, 
ihat^ei^avers  fcrdie  t^p  eopper-plales  on  which  like- 
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v^saes  were  eagraved^  lest,  they  should  be  brought  m 
e?iden^  of  counter-reyolutiouary  projects.  ''  I  saw» 
(says  Riouflfe, )  five^aod-forty  magistrates  of  the  per* 
liament  of  Paris^  and  thirty- three  of  that.of  Toulouse* 
go  to  the  scaffold  with  the  same  dignity  that  they  for-r 
merly  displayed  in  public  cereaionies.  I  s^w  thirty, 
fermiers-generaux  march  out  with  a  firm  step  and 
unruffled  countenance :  and  I  saw  five-aod*twonty  of 
the  most  respectabl^e  merchants  of  Sedan  go  to  deaths 
without  expressing  a  regret^  except  for  ten  thousand 
labourers  whom  their  murder  would  deprive  of  emr 
ployment/*  Entertaining  counter-revolutionary  pro* 
jects^  favouring  the  projects  of  the  enemyj.  degrading 
the  national  representation^  or  creating  con^iracies  ia 
the  prisons^  were  the  most  frequent  grounds  of  accu- 
sation ;  but  a  word  or  a  look  was  sufficient  in  thi^ 
day  of  terror  to  insure  condemnation.  The  early  ope^ 
rations  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  instituted  by  Ro-r^ 
bespierre  sent  only  ten  ojr  fifteen  daily  to  the  scaffold; 
but  the  carts  were  subsequently  loaded  with  forty  or 
fifty.  Still  the  prisons  were  more  and  more  crowded* 
and  it  was  even  intimated,  that  the  suspected  would 
be  shot,  by  a  thousand  at  a  time,  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars.  The  princess  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Louis  XVI* 
BOW  fell  a  victim  to  this  revolutionary  tribunal.  Her 
whole  life  had  been  exempt  from  reproach,  and  re- 
.markable  only  for  benevolence  and  piety.  She  was 
|i(Ought  before  the  court  on  the  10th  of  May,  aaid 
charged  with  having  encouraged  undue  distinctic^i  to 
her  nephew  the  dauphin,  and  directed  his  attention  to 
such  topics  as  were  calculated  to  re-establish  royalty. 
She  was  condemned  to  death,  with  twenty- four  othcx 
persons,  who  were  all  convicted  as  accomplices  ia  this 
pretended  conspiracy.  The  princess  was  executed  last, 
and  bore  her  fate  with  a  serenity  of  countenance  which 
shewed  she  was  unconscious  of  having  committed  a 
'  crime  against  the  state. 

M.  Lamoignon  de  Malesherbes  had  been  considered 
by  all  parties  as  one  of  the  best  and  roost  entighte'taed 
men  in  France;  but  bis  last  public  act,  that  pf  ap- 
pearing as  counsel  for  his  sovereign^,  now  pointed  him 
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wii  to  the  French  goveromeDt  as  a  fit  cfhject  of  perse^ 
eutton;  he  was  arrested  on  a  charge  arising  out  of 
fetters  which  had  been  sent  to  him  during  the  trial  of 
his  august  client^  of  having  corresponded  with  the 
^nemy.  At  the  age  of  seventy-four  he  was  immured 
io  a  loathsome  prison;  and  on  the  22d  of  April  he 
was  found  guilty  and  executed,  wUh  his  whole  family. 
D'Estaing,  who  had  so  nobly  fought  for  France  in 
his eariy  life;  the  duke  de  Biron^  vvho  had  been  en- 
trusted with  a  command  in  La  Vendee;  Thouret^ 
who  had  ^wn  a  desire  to  accommodate  himself  to 
the  prevailing  opinion,  whether  for  monarchy  or  a  re- 
public ;  and  d'Espremenil,  once  the  idol  of  the  people 
for  his  strenuous  persecution  of  the  late  king,  novr  all 
perished  on  the  scaffold  at  the  same  time. 

Now,  in  most  of  these  executions,  some  forced  plea 
of  |iolicy  might  be  alleged;  the*  influence,  political 
talents,  or  former  popularity  of  the  sufferers,  might 
afford  a  motive  for  their  destruction ;  but,  in  some 
instances,  exclusively  of  the  poor  women,  persons' 
seem  to  have  been  sacrificed  merely  because  they  were 
celebrated.  Such  was  dqubtless  the  case  with  the  un- 
offending Lavoisier,  the  famous  chemist :  he  petitioned 
only  for  a  few  days  respite,  to  witness  the  result  of 
some  experiments ;  but  the  request  was  denied  with  a 
brutal  reflection,  that  the  republic  wanted  good  citizens, 
and  not  good  chemists.  Roucher,  author  of  a  poem 
called  *'  Les  Mais,"  was  condemned  to  death  on  a 
false  accusation.  Equally  cruel  was  the  fate  of  baroo 
Trenck,  who,  after  astonishing  the  world  with  ac- 
counts of  his  sufferings  in  his  own  country,  found  his 
death  in  FraM^  where  he  expected  an  asylum  under 
the  fostering  wings  of  a  philosophical  republic. 

While,  however,  the  wantonness  of  these  sacrifices 
shocked  the  minds  of  all  men,  a  sensation  widdy  dif- 
ferent was  excited  when  those  who  bad  been  most 
forward  in  promoting  these  apts  of  cruelty  came,  in 
their  turn,  to  feel  the  pain  and  punishment  which  they 
bad,  in  their  day  of  exultation,  so  unsparingly  inflicted 
on  others.  A  dissention  was  beginning  to  rise  between 
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fhe  dubs  of  Jacobins  and  Cordeliers ;  wdd  Robei^ 
pi^rre,  tvho  had  resolved  on  the  destruction  of  the 
Cordeliers,  as  well  as  of  Danton  and  several  other  of 

.  his  colleagues,  observed  with  satisfaction,  that  tbeip 
division  would  render  them  the  instruments  of  mutual 
destruction.  He  determined  to  get  rid  of  Hebert,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Cordeliers>  and  his  associates^ 
first,  as  the  most  daring  and  dangerous. 

Hebertj  alarmed  for  his  safety,  took  advantage  of 
Robespierre's  illness,  and  attempted^  by  means  of  the 

*"- Cordeliers,  to- excite  the  people  against  the  Jacobins, 
but  in  tain.  The  section  of  Marat  declared  itself  in 
a  state  of  insurrection;  but  the  rest  of  the  ei4y  would 
Bot  follow  the  example. '  Hebert,  from  the  tribune  of 
the  Cordeliers,  declared  that  tyranny  existed,  and 
caused  a  veil  of  black  crape  to  be  thrown  over  the 
Rights  of  Man.  This  measure  only  precipitated  his 
ruin:  he  was  arrested,  together  with  Ronsin,  Vrncent, 
and  several  associates,  and  conducted  to  the  Concier- 
gerie>  tied  hand  and  foot.  He  was  brought  before 
the  revolutionary  tribunal,  together  with  nineteen 
others,  viz.  Ronsin,  Vincent,  Momoro,  Doeroquel; 
Kok,  Laurun,  Bourgeois,  Mazuel,  Laboureau,  Aneard^ 
Leclerc,  Pereira,  Latreille  wife  of  Quetioeau,  Ana* 
ebarsis  Clooiz,  Desfiaux,  Descombes,  Armaod,  Du** 
huisson,  and  Proly* 

These  men  were  charged  with  a  conspiracy,  of  the 
existence  of  which  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  proof; 
but  that,  however,  did  not  prevent  the  jury  from  Gnd^* 
ing  all  the  parties  guilty,  except  Laboureau.  Hebert, 
petrified  with  terror,  did  not  say  a  word  in  his  de^ 
IJMice.  Clootz  alone,  of  all  this  devoted  band  of  blood** 
thirsty  wretches,  seemed  to  retain  his  resolution  and 
principles.  The  night  which  preceded  their  execution 
waa  passed  by  the  rest  of  the  condemned  in  complaint 
and  mutual  recri«aination,  titt  Cloote  exhorted  them 
to  die  with  resolution,  and  endeavoured  to  coDfirm 
tbeir  atheistical  opinions,  and  stifle  the  reproaches  of 
conscience.  They  went  to  the  guillotine  with  4h« 
heartfelt  joj  of  the  terrified  inhabitants  of  Paris^  who 
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hoped  to  gain  a  respite  from  the  sanguinary  and  iis* 
gurttng  scenes  which  they  bad  so  long  excited  and 
applauded.  The  club  of  Cordeliers^  afler  a  vain  at-" 
tempt  to  conciliate  the  Jacobins,  now  sunk  into  insig-* 
nificance,  and  fell  into  contempt. 

But  the  triumph  over  the  Cordeliei's  Was  not  con- 
fined to  the  destruction  of  those  men'who  had  I'endered 
themselves  odious  by  the  various  cruelties  they  bad 
been  guilty  of;  the  more  respectable  division!  of  the 
elub^N  those  who  had  shewn  some  talent,  and  had  even 
rendered  important  services  to  Robespierre,  were  also 
marked  for  destruction.  Herault  de  Sechelles,  Juliea 
of  Toulouse,  Fabre  d'figUntine,  and  some  other  mem-^ 
bers,  were  arrested  by  order  of  the  committee  of  pub^ 
lie  safety;  and  soon  after  the  death  of  Hebert  and  his 
party,  to  the  surprize  of  every  body/  a  decree  of  acca-' 
satian  went  forth  against  Danton,  Catnille-I^estnoulins^ 
Lacroix,  and  some  other  membersi  as  accomplices  in 
plots  against  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and  safety 
of  the  republic.  All  of  these  were  sanguinary,  rapa- 
cious, and  profligate,  but  all  had  rendered  services  to 
the  revolution,  and  all  had  been  invariably  ranked 
among  the  most  vigorous  enemies  of  the  court,  the 
firmest  friends  of  the  people^  and  the  political  adhe*** 
rents  of  the  party  who  now  doomed  them  to  destruc- 
tion. Camille-Desmoulins  felt  indignant  at  thf  ttesL* 
chery  of  Robespierre, who  had  been  bisfeUow*collegi&n^ 
and  who  spoke  to  bim  the  very  evening  before  his 
arrest  with  more  than  usual  appearance  of  cordiality^ 
friendship,  and  regard. 

From  a  repprt  read  by  St.  Just  to  the  conventioa 
the  act  of  accusation  was  framed ;  and  Pabre  d'Eglan^^ 
tine^  Dielauny,  Cbabot,  Camille-Desmoulins,  Lacrotx, 
Pbilippeaux,  Bazire,  HerauU  de  Sechelles^  and  Dan-^ 
ton,  deputies^  together  with  d'Espagnac^^  a  contractor^ 
two  brothers  naoieil  Frey,  also  contractors,  natives  of 
Moravia^  Gusman^  a  Spaniard,  and  Diedericksen,  a 
Dane^  were  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal. 
Fabre  d'Eglantine  appeared  in  great  agony,  and  had 
a  chair  allotted  hin»;  but  the  lofty  courage  of  Dantoit 
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imparted  spiritar  to  the  rest.    He  said  his  abode  wiHild 
soon  be  in  a  state  of  noiiheolily^  but  his  oaoie  would 
be  found  in  th^  pantheon  of  history.     He  refused  to 
answer  interrogatories^  unless  confronted  by.  Barrere 
and  Robespierre  his  accusers;  and  amused  bintself 
while  at  the  bar  with  diooting  paper  bullets  io  the 
face  of  the  chief  judge.    The  president  was  obliged 
to  dispatch  a  messenger  to  the  conveBtion,  to  obtain  a 
decree  empowering  the  jury  to  pass  sentence  od  re* 
i^actory  prisoners;  but  Kobespierre  and  Barsere  re- 
fused to  attend^  on  pretence  that  there  was  a  plot  la 
assassinate  them.    Though  Danton  had  no  hope  of 
saving  his  life^  he  madea  defence^  that  it  might  be 
transmitted  to  posterity.     In  vain  the  prcsideiit  en* 
deavouredto  silence  him;  bis  Stentorian  voice  drown* 
ed  the  tinkling  of  the  bell.     ''  Pridoner^  (said  the 
inagistratCj )  Ao  you  bear  the  bell?'' — *^  President^ 
{answered  Dantonj)  the  voice  of  a  man  defending hii 
life  and  character  ought  to  silence  your  bell.''    The 
people^  unused  to  such  boldness,  expressed  their  dig* 
approbation  in  murmurs;    ''  People/'  be  oriedt  ''  fono 
your  judgement  of  me  when  you  have  heard  me.  What 
I  say  ought  to  be  heard,  not  only  by  you,  but  by  all 
France.     Before  six  months  are  past,  you  will  tear  to 
pieces  those  who  now  sit  in  judgement  on  me,  as  well 
as  the  scoundrels  by  whose  orders  I  am  broughl  to 
trial.     They  have  reduced  you  to  slavery,  and  ar-e  sa- 
crificing you  by  piecemeal."    He  was  >  at  length  pre* 
vailed  on  to  retire^  under  pretence  df  taking  some 
refreshment;  and  in  bis  absence  condemned,  by  virtue 
of  the  decree  against  contumacious  prisoners,  which 
was  now  just  obtained  from  the  convention. 

Sentence  of  death  was  passed  at  three  o'clock  inihe 
afternoon  of  April  5,  and  at  six  the  whole  party  was 
carried  to  the  guillotine*  Danton  submitted  to  his 
fate  with  fortitude,  and  even. affected  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  pleasantry;  be  quibbled  with  Fabre  d'^Eglan- 
tioe,  the  poet,  on  the  word  vers,  which  signifies 
worms  as  well  as  verses.  ''  J^Tous  aUons  tans  itre  poetesi 
Cflr  nous  ferons  de  v£Rs,"  was  his  pun.    He  cob* 
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Yened  cheerfully  m  he  sat  in  the'cart  vrith  bis  fellow- 
«ufl«rer§^  mnd  answered  tbe  insoits  of  the  mob  by  looks 
of  Mverei^  eontenpt  and  iodignatioo.  His  boMness 
ja  meeting  death  procured  respect,  and  even  sympa- 
thy^  wbu^  hit  general  character  wonld  not  have  ex- 
cited, end  which  was  assiduously  kept  alive  by  his 
friends.  Camille-Desoiouiiiis  suffered  with  equal 
•finiMifess;  and  his  young,  beautiful,  and  innocent  wir 
4ow,  was  sbwtly  afterwards  pent  to  the  scaffold,  as  la 
.  fn'etended  accomplice  in  a  conspiracy  with  general 
DiUon,  in  which  Gobet,  the  apostate  bishop  of  Parii, 
Was  lilso  included. 

When  these  leading  members  of  the  revolution  weris 
thus  disposed  of,  ami  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the 
regard  of  tbe  more  moderate  and  sensible  part  of 
mankind,  Robespieirre  bent  his  thoughts  to  tbe  reeo- 
irery  of  France  from  the  odious  state  of  avowed 
atheism  into  which  she  had  been  plunged  by  the  Cor- 
deliers, making  his  proceedings  towards  that  end 
equally  colfiducive  to  his  popularity  'and  revenge.  He 
yielded  to  the  popular  fury  so  long  as  tbe  dtsqualifi- 
catioa  of  priests  promised  a  saving  to  tbe  state,  or  the 
plunder  of  shrines  gratified  the  national  avarice  by 
new  acquisitions  of  gold  and  silver ;  but  when  dp*- 
pression  was  no  longer  profitable,  aiid  profaneness  so 
flagrant  Rs  to  grow  di^usting,  be  checked  their  ca- 
Teer,  and  in  the  jacobin  club,  over  which  he  had  long 
ruled,  he  declared  that  "  those  who  wished  to  prevent 
tbe  ceremony  of  the  mass  were  greater  fanatics  than 
those  who  performed  it;  and  that,  under  pretence  of 
destroying  religion,  a  faction  was  endeavouring  to 
make  a  religion  of  atheism  its6lf " 

After  overthrowing  the  faction  he  had  thus  for  a 
time  sustained,  Robespierre  began  iti  apparent  ear- 
nestness to  execute  his  plan  of  restoring  religious  free^ 
dom,  by  delivering  in  the  convention  a  long  report,  in 
which  he  ascribed  many  of  the  plots  against  the  re^ 
public  to  atheists;  and  procured  a  decree,  which,  in 
comparison  to  the  late  proceedings,  might  be  deemed 
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favourable  to  religion,  though,  viewed  separately^  it  - 
would  appear  more  calculated  to  found  a  new  species 
of  idolatry.  It  formally  acknowledged  the  existence 
'  of  RiSupreme  Being  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
and  that  the  best  worship  consisted  in  practising  the 
duties  of  man,  and  provided  for  the  freedom  of  relir 
gious  worship :  but  it  ako  decreed,  that,  on  eRch  de- 
cade, festivals  should  be  celebrated ;  the  fir^t  to ,  the 
Supreme  Being;  others  to  the  human  rate,  orpartir 
cular  classes,  as  the  French  nation,  and  the  martyrs  of 
liberty;  sometimes  virtues  were  to  be  idolized,  as  Mo- 
desty and  Integrity;  and  many  such  oooseosical  trasb. 
So  grateful,  however,  was  the  ackoowledgemeot  of  a 
Deity  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  in  contradit** 
tion  to  the  opposite  doctrines  which  had  been  ad^ 
Tanced,  that  Robespierre's  report  was  ordered  to  be 
translated  into  all  languages,  and  printed  fnd  dia* 
tributed  throughout  the  various  kingdoms  of  the 
world. 

But  previous  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  festival 
in  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being,  which  was  the  8th 
of  June,  Robespierre  got  himself  elected  president  of 
the  convention ;  a  nomination  which  was  opposed  by 
only  three  or  four  voices.  Robespierre  barRngued  the 
people  in  the  gardens  of  the  Thuilleries,  ao^  tbep 
proceeded  to  the  Champ  de  Mars,  where,  among 
other  devices,  an  artificial  mountain  was  er^ted*  to 
the  top  of  which  he  climbed,  while  the  rest  of  the 
convention  gained  inferior  heights;  here  he  madeaoo* 
ther  harangue  to  the  people,  and  the  day  terminated 
with  hymns  and  choruses  to  the  honour  of  the  S.u.^ 
preme  Being.  In  all  parts  of  the  republic  the.  autbo* 
f ity  of  Rob^pierre  was  now  acknowledged ;  the  com- 
mittee of  public  safety  was  devoted  to  bis  orders;  the 
convention  in  general  moved  only  by  the  dictates  of 
his  will;  bis  name  gave  authority  and  aanctioo  to 
every  act  of  government;  and  to  him  were  more  ab*' 
ject  compliments,  and  a  greater.profusion  of  homRgf 
paid^  thap  (o  all  the  crowned  heads  of  l^urope*    Hf 
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was  slylfid  ''  the  glorious  iocorruptible  Robespierre 
^bo  covers  the  republic  witb  his  virtues  and  talents 
«s  with  a  shield  r*         / 

To  streogthen  this  pre-eminence^  and  completelf 
overthrow  all  who  could  hope  to  rival  him  in  the 
public  favour,  nothing  iippeared  to  be  wanting  but  • 
relaxation  of  the  systeoi  of  terror^  and  a  return  to  the 
long-neglected  forrosof  justice  and  humanitj;  hopes 
w^re  enter tatned  that  such  a  reform  was  intended; 
When  the  celebration  of  the  grftnd  festival  was  marlK 
ed  as  a  day  of  mercy,  the  sittings  of  the  revolutionary 
tribunal  weri&suspendedj  tbe  operations  of  the  guillo- 
tine stopped;  and  all  arrests  forbidden.    The  next  day 
biit  one,  however,  crushed   all  these  hopes ;   when 
Coutboa,    in  tbe  name  of  the  committee  of  public 
safety,  obtained  a  decree  extending  beyond  conception 
the  description  of  counter-revolutionary  crimes^  abro- 
gating the  necessity  of  proofs,  depriving  tbe  prisoners 
of  official  defenders,  and  augmenting  tbe  number  of 
judges  and  jurymen  of  the  revolutionary  tribunah 
This  decree  did  not  pass,  as  all  others  had  for  a  long 
periodj  without  debate  or  animadversion.    .When  it 
was  rnd^  Ruamps  exclaimed,  ''  If  this  passes  into  a 
law,  nothings  remains  for  tbe  deputies  but  to  blow  out 
their  brains/'     Lecontre  of  Versailles,   Bourdon  de 
rOise,  and  a  few  others,  claimed  an  adjournment  of 
two  days;  but  they  were  over-ruled  by  the  art  of 
Barrere  and  the  violence  of  Robespierre^  the  latter  of 
whom  insisted  that  be  had  defended  the  adherents  of 
the  Brissotine  party  from  the^  daggers  of  those  who 
sow  affected  to  oppose  a  decree  not  more  extensfve 
than  many  others  which  they  had  sanctioned  without 
besitatioo.*,.  Notwithstanding  tbeir  defeat,  the  new 
Ifpposition  party  returned  to  the  attack  tbe  next  day; 
and  Bourdon,  merlin  of  Douay^  Charles  de  Lacroix, 
Tallien*  and  some  others,  objected  to  one  of  the  of^ 
fences  in  the  decree,  by  tbe  title  of  ''  depraving  the 
public  morals."    They  were  again  violently  assailed 
Iky  Robespierre:  Bourdon  de  TOise,  who  M  the  op* 
positiooi  was  driven  to  shifts  and  explanations ;  Tal* 
*  lie* 
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Kes  was  publicly  reproached  with  bei&g  the  pBirofi  aft 
crininfUa;  and  Lacroix  was  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
withdrawing  his  motion  for^an  explanation  of  thte 
inoraKffing  words  in  the  decree. 

Robespierre's  victory  over  this  infant  oppositiob 
night,  if  he  had  conducted  it  with  prudenccj  hate 
tendered  his  supremacy  completely  unassailable.  Had 
lie  caused  them  to  be  instantly  arrested^. ^o  portion  of 
tbe  public  would  have  been  interested  in  Tneir  fate;  but 
•  Ims  first  aim  was  to  let  all  his  associates  imbrue  their 
banda  in  blood  and  crimes,  so  as  to  render  themselte^ 
cdioua  to  mankind ;  then  suddenly  appearing  himself 
as  the  only  advocate  of  humanity,  to  have  united 
round  him  all  the  friends  of  the  Gironde,  all  the  stipw 
porters  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  the  great  mass  ef 
people  wiiom  oppression  had  wearied  and  disgusted. 
By  such  measures  his  inteattoo  to  establish  himself  as 
auprense  dictator  could  hardly  have  failed  of  success. 

But  for  the  execution  of  this  project  he  wanted  vi^ 
gOfir»  As  a  preparatory  step,  he  withdrew  himself 
from  the  deliberations  of  the-  comibittee  of  pnbire 
safety  ft>r  four  decades,  during  which  period  the  lawl^ 
of  blood  and  plunder  were  executed  with  redotibkrft 
fury.  Impelled  by  Billaud  de  Yarennes,  Collot  d^Hef*- 
bois>  Conthon,  and  St.  Just,  the  guillotine  Worked 
with  incessant  energy,  and  the  crowds  in  the  prison^ 
were  still  augmented:  the  labours  of  the  revolutiotiarjr 
tribunal  were  reduced  to  the  mere  ceremotty  of  read- 
ing lists  of  names,  and  deriding  the  prisoners;  while 
crowds  of  women  placed  in  the  streets,  and  paid  by 
govermneot,  pursued  the  victims  to  the  scaffold  with 
acreams,  reproaches,  and  insults. 

During  the  time  that  Robespierre  absented  himself 
from  tbe  committed  of  public  safety,  it  was  supposed 
that  he  was  arranging'with  his  brother,  Couthon,  St. 
Just,  and  a  few  more  confidants,  his  future  measures, 
and  oaarkiog  for  his  last  victims  Barrere,  Collot 
d^Herbois,  and  a  few  members  of  the  committee  of 
public  safety^  with  Tallien,  Vadier,  and  some  others 
of  the  most  sanguinary  indiriduals  in  the  convention; 
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It  is  said  that  a  list  of  these  victiias  bad  been  disclosad 
to  the  coamittee  of  public  safety;  but  without  fix* 
ing  extraordinary  credi|  to  this  fact,  it  amy  be  sup- 
posed that  those  agaiosi  whom  he  had  lately  shewn  a 
violent  aoimosity,  could  oot  without  alarm  view  his 
mysterious  behaviour,  and  must  conclude  that  it  be<» 
tokened  some  dreadful  design.  A  party  was  thereforar 
formed  against  him,  who  intended,  if  other  oieaiia 
£siled>  to  aJrassinate  him  in  the  convention.  But 
Robespierre  seemed  now  to  have  lost  his  vigour;  for» 
while  he  saw  on  every  side  the  friends  of  Daotoo>  the 
ifidividuals  who  were  alarmed  foe  themselves^  and 
(hose  who  longed  for  change,  as  portending  no  posst* 
bility  of  greater  evil,  forming  leagues  against  him; 
while  aapnyuious  letters  thi*eatened,  and  secret  infer* 
anatioo  pototed  out,  dai^ers;  he  was  hairassed  by  re«- 
morse  aod  fear,  and  lost  all  preseqce  of  mind. 

Robespierre's  ingraiitude  was  now,  however^  se« 
Terely  puoished  in  the  loss  of  three  adherents  whom  be 
liad  sacrificed.  The  energy  and  resolution  of  Daatoo^ 
the  eloquence  of  CamiJIe-Desmoulins,  and  the  addresa 
of  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  were  ill  supplied  by  the  bruta* 
lity  of  Henriot,  and  tbe  vulgarity  of  Couthoo  and 
St.  Just;  or  the  assistance  and  services  of  Sieyes,  by 
La  Clos.  Yet  the  habitual  deference  paid  to  the  dic^ 
tator,-  the  strength  of  his  party  united  by  fear,  and 
the  disunion  of  his  opponents  occasioaed  by  terror^ 
leodered  the  event  of  a  contest  extremely  precarious. 
He  possessed  an  unlimited  iaituence  over  the  national 
guard;  aod  the  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris  virere 
devoted  to  him.  Tbe  party  in  opposition  did  not 
know  their  own  strength;  for  many  who  inwardly 
hated  the  tyrant^  and  saw  in  his  destruction  their  only 
hope  of  safety >  externally  paid  him  the  most  vervile 
Immage,  aod,  as  well  in  bis  absence  as  in  his  presence, 
made  his  praises  their  favourite  topic. 

At  length,  on  July  26,  1794,  be  threw  down  the 
gauntlet;  and  appearing  in  the  tribune  of  the  con- 
vention afler  a  long  secession^  in  a  prolix  but  ill- 
aoiuiected  apeecb,  be  complained  of  the  treatment  he 
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received  froni  intriguers  and  calumniators  both  abroad 
and  at  home.  His  eye  penetrated  so  strongly  some  of 
the  members  of  the  convention,  that  several  rose  to 
exculpate  themselves.  liecointre  de  Versailles  moved 
that  his  speech  should  be  printed;  but  Booffdoi>  de 
I'Oise  required  a  previous  reference  to  the  commit- 
tees, against  the  members  of  which  manj  oCits  charges 
were  directed.  Cambon  and  Vadier  complained  of 
its  rnsinuations  against  themselves,  and  accused  Ro- 
bespierre of  intending  to  destroy  the  patriots,  and  of 
paralysing  the  Mrhole  convention.  A  tuiriultuous  de-* 
bate  occurred  on  this  occasion;  but,  in  the  end,,  the 
natter  took  a  favourable  turn  for  the  usurper,  and  the 
printing  of  his  speech  tras  ordered  unconditionally, 
liut  its  transmission  to  the  communes  vras  not  decreed. 

From  the  convention  Robespierre  hastened  to  read 
bis  speech  at  the  Jacobin  club,  where  it  excited  a  ge-' 
Herat  enthusiasm  in  bis  favour.  Couthon  denounced 
the  tvro  committees  as  traitors;  Coffinhal,  a  judge  of 
the  revolutionary  tribunal,  proposed  the  purificatiooL 
of  the  convention,  which  was  well  understood  to  im- 
port the  destruction  of  all  the  members,  except  those 
devoted  to  his  patron;  and  David,  embracing  Robes* 
pierre,  promised  if  he  drank  hemlock  to  share  thei 
potion. 

But  the  near  approach  of  danger  did  not  yet  arouse 
the  opponents  of  Robespierre  to  decisive  conduct. 
The  convention  met  the  litxi  daj*,  and  business  was 
proceeding  in  its  usual  channel,  till  St.  Just,  insti- 
gated by  his  evil  genius,  and  inQamed  by  some  re- 
proaches directed  against  him  by  Collot  d'Herbois^ 
ascended  the  tribune,  and,  after  stating  that  the  com- 
BDittees  of  government  had  directed  him  to  make  a  re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  country,  asserted,  that  their 
remedies  were  insufficient  for  the  existing  grievances, 
and  he  would  speak  to  the  convention  from  himself. 
This  exordium  was  considered  as  the  presage  of  de- 
struction: Tallien,  gaining  courage  from  the  emer- 
gency, pushed  the  reporter  violently  from  the  tribuoet 
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complained  of  the  audadtj  of  individuals  in  attacking 
the  government,  and  demanded  that  the  veil  should 
be  instantly  virithdrawn.  He  was  presently  interrupted 
bj  Billaud  de  Varennes,  who»  from  his  seat^  de- 
manded an  unequivocal  explanation.  He  stated^  that 
the  convention  hung  upon  two  precipices ;  the  public 
force  was  in  the  hands  of  a  man  denounced  by  the  com«- 
mittecj  bwt  who  was  retained  in  his  post  by  an  indi*. 
Tidual:  that  individual  had^plotted^  for  more  than  a 
months  the  destruction  of  the  convention ;  and  that 
individual  was  Robespierre,  He  deprecated  bis  ty- 
ranny^  and  would  put  the  question,  whether  any  indi- 
iridual  would  wish  to  live  under  it? 

Robespierre,  at  first  thunderstruck,  endeavoured  to 
exculpate  himself;  but  was  prevented  by  the  fiery 
menaces  of  Tallien,  whoj  drawing  a  dagger^  and 
brandishing  it  in  the  eyes  of  his  colleagues^  said  he 
would  instantly  destroy  him.  unless  the  convention  de- 
livered him  up  to  the  sword  of  justice.  After  the 
first  emotions  of  this  violent  eclaircissement  had  sub- 
sided. Tallien  moved  that  the  sitting  should  be  de- 
clared permanent.  His  efforts  were  seconded  by  Delmas 
and  Barrere.  by  Billaud  de  Yarennes.  and  CoUot 
d'Herbois.  who  was  president. 

A  decree  was  now  obtained  for  arresting  Henriot^ 
d'Aubigni.  Lavalette.  Dufraisse.  all  the  staff  of  the 
national  guard,  and  a  man  named  Sijas;  but  they  had 
not  courage  to  seize  the  tyrant  himself.  While  the 
president  was  arranging  these  decrees.  Robespierre  got 
possession  of  the  tribune;  but  the  convention  would 
not  permit  him  to  utter  a  word;  *'  Down  with  him !'' 
resounded  from  every  quarter.  As  he  persevered  in 
his  efforts  to  qbtain  a  hearing,  a  member  said  to  him, 
''Robespierre,  you  shall  not  speak;  the  blood,  of 
Danton  is  upon  your  head  ;  it  flows  into  ydur  throat; 
it  choaks  you!''  ^'  Ah.  ah ! — (exclaimed  be.  gnashing 
bis  teeth,  and  foaming  with  rage.) — ah.  ah!  villains! 
it  is  Danton  then!" — He  was  heard  no  more.  Vadier, 
interrupting  him.  made  a  speech  to  unfold  his  ini* 
quities:  this  blow  at  once  overpowered  him;  he  ca^ 
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a  look  of  piercing  indignation  towards  the  IVf ountaiifj 
j^itting  silently  aloof^  and  reproached  tbeir  defection;; 
and  he  is  even  reported^  in  his  extremity^  to  have 
turned  to  the  other  side  to  solicit  their  protection^  but 
in  vain. 

Tallien  and  Billaud  poured  fresh  accusations  on  his 
headi  v^hile  fresh  charges  were  brought  against  him 
by  others  with  unceasing  assiduity.  The  tyrant  now 
perceived  that  he  should  be  speedily  swept  away  by 
the  besom  of  destruction.  ''Well!  (he  exclaimed, 
in  a  tone  of  desperation,)  lead  me,  then,  to  instant 
death."  '' Execrable  monster!"  retorted  Dumont, 
''  thou  hast  deserved  it  in  an  hundred  forms!"  Th^ 
decree  for  his  accusation  was  immediately  put,  and 
carried  unanimously;  and  Couthon  and  St*  Just  were 
added.  The  younger  Robespierre  and  Lebas,  in* 
suiting  the  convention,  and  threatening  some  of  the 
members,  were  also  included  in  the  decree  of  accusal 
tion.  The  officer  who  was  ordered  to  take  them  into 
custody,  impressed  with  the  habitual  fear  excited  by 
the  presence  of  Robespierre,  hesitated  to  obey  the 
commands  of  the  president,  and  would  not  receive  the 
prisoners  till  their  chief  made  a  sign  expressive  of  his 
obedience  to  the  law,  when  they  were  all  led  out. 

The  rumour,  however,  of  what  v?as  passing  in  the 
convention  immediately  spread  all  over  Paris;  and 
Robespierre's  partizans  lost  no  time  in  endeavouring 
to  repel  the  rising  storm.  The  Jacobins  assembled  in 
their  hall,  and  sent  to  put  the  sections  of  Paris  in  a 
state  of  insurrection.  The  tocsin  was  sounded,  the 
Grdve  covered  with  armed  men,  and  several  pieces  of 
artillery  were  planted  on  the  Quai  Pelletier,  which 
threatened  the  hall  of  the  convention;  the  barriers 
were  shut,  and  Henriot,  who  had  been  arrested  and 
had  escaped,  was  indefatigable  in  collecting  an  armed 
force  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  decree. 

The  keepers  o(  the  various  prisons,  participating  iq 
the  general  dread  excited  by  the  name  of  Robespierrei» 
liad  refused  to  seize  him  and  the  other  deputies,  who 
^ere  now  speedily  rescued  |rom  their  guard;  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7RE  WAftS  FROM  tOfi  FRENCH  REVOLCTI^N.       203 

laving  opened  a  sitting  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  pro- 
ceeded to  outlaw  the  nattonaK  convention.  After 
spending  much  time  in  ddiate^  they  at  length  sent  an 
armed  force>  v^ith  Henriot  at  their  head^  to  dissolve 
the  convention.  But  that  body,  convinced  that  they 
were  struggling  for  their  lives^  had  concerted  mea- 
sures for  their  safety.  L^;endre  had  dispersed  the 
Jacobin  club ;  seven  deputies  vtrere  sent  into  various 
parts  of  the  city  with  a  proclamation  explaining  the 
true  state  of  things;  a  decree  of  outlawry  was  passed 
against  the  commune;  and  when  Henridt  made  his 
appearance  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Thuilleries^  they 
put  him  also  **  out  of  thelaw/^  The  effect  operated 
like  electricity:  his  soldiers^  panic  struck,  refused  to 
obey  him;  the  people  demanded  his  arrestation;  and 
he,  confused  and  abashed^  hastened  to  the  Hotel  de 
Ville,  to  inform  his  colleagues  of  his  ill  success. 
The  convention^  seeing  the  operation  of  things  in 
their  favour^  proclaimed  sentence  of  outlawry  against 
Robespierre  and  all  his  associates,  and  set  a  price  on 
their  heads. 

The  seven  deputies*  soon  succeeded  in  raising  a 
^arty  of  the  armed  inhabitants  of  Paris  in  their  fai- 
vour;  and  with  these,  reinforced  by  some  soldiers  who 
remained  faithful  to  the  national  representation,  they 
found  themselves  able,  between  two  and  three  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July,  to  march  against 
the  commune;  having  first  persuaded  the  cannoneers 
at  the  Quai  Pelletier  to  resist  the  commands  of  Henriotj 
and  to  join  them.  The  Hotel  de  Ville  might  have 
made  a  powerful  resistance,  and  perhaps  hiive  turned 
the  tide  of  success;  but  the  soldiers  of  the  national 
guard,  hearing  that  the  commune  and  the  deputies 
there  assembled  were  outlawed,  refused  obedience; 
the  cannoneers  were  differently  disposed  ;  but  the  mob 
had  obtained  possession  of  the  gun* carriages,  and 


,  ♦  These  were  Boardon  cTe  TOise,  Freron,  Beaupr^,  Lesnard 
ftoarddn,  Ferraod,  i^id  Rorere;  with  Barras,  as  profisional 
4NnaaiaQd«r-iii.chlef« 
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were  asing  tbem  as  ladders  to  enable  them  to  look  inid 
the  windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville^  to  see  how  the 
conspirators  behaved  in  this  emergency.  Bourdon  de 
I'OisCj  havinff  appeared  at  the  Place  de  6r^ye>  and 
read  the  proclamation  of  the  conventiopj  then  rushed 
into  the  hall  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville^  armed  with  a 
•abre  and  pistols,  and  was  followed  by  a  considerable 
force..  The  insurgents  were  completely  deserted^ 
and  now  endeavoured  to  turn  their  arms  against 
themselves.  Robespierre  the  elder  discharg^  a  pistol 
in  his  mouthy  which^  however,  failed  of  its  ettecU 
and  only  wounded  him  in  the  jaw,  while  he  received 
another  wound  from  a  gens  d'armes  in  the  side.  The 
younger  Robespierre  threw  himself  out  of  a  window^ 
and  broke  a  leg  and  an  arm.  St.  Just,  too  pusiUni- 
mous  to  effect  bis  own  destruction,  besought  Lebas  to 
shoot  him:  '' Coward,  (answered  Lebas,)  I  have 
something  else  to  do;''  and  immediately  blew  out  his 
own  brains.  Couthon  stabbed  himself  twice  with  a 
knife.  It  was  in  vain  that  Henriot,  from  one  of  the 
windows  of  the  hotel,  harangued  the  soldiers,  and 
endeavoured  to  recal  them  to  the  assistance  of  his  a8«* 
sociates;  for  Coffinhal,  a  member  of  th^  municipal 
]ity>  who  bad  been  seduced  into  the  insurrection  by 
the  persuasion  of  Henriot,  at  the  desire  of  some  oif 
the  persons  below,  threw  the  miscreant  out  of  thm 
window,  and  he  was  mortally  wounded.  Coffinhal 
himself  escaped,  but  was  afterwards  betrayed  by  aa 
intimate  friend,  and  delivered  u  p  to  j  udgement.  The 
remaining  adherents  of  Robespierre  were  takei>  with- 
out difficulty. 

Maximilien  Robespierre  was  taken  before  the  com- 
mittee of  general  security  in  an  arm-chair ;  and  a  mes« 
sage  was  sent  to  the  convention,  to  know  if  he  should 
be  brought  to  the  bar ;  but  the  members  unanimously 
exclaimedj  that  they  would  no  more  suffer  their  hall 
to  be  ptflluted  by  the  presence  of  such  a  monster.  He 
tij  for  some  hours  in  an  anti-chamber  of  the  com- 
■uttee  of  general  security,  stretched  on  a  labloi  mo<- 
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tionless^  apparently  iosensible  of  corporal  anguish^ 
though  the  blood  flowed  from  his  ejes^  mouthy  and 
nostriU;  but  torn  with  racking  reflectious^  and  aban-* 
dooed  to  remorse  and  despair^  he  appeared  whollj 
overwhelmed  with  convulsive  agony.  After  enduring, 
in  this  situation,  the  taunts  of  all  who  approached 
him,  he  was  replaced  in  the  arm-chair,  and  carried  to 
the  Hotel  Dieu>  where  his  wounds  were  dressed,  which 
only  prolonged  the  pains  of  existence;  and  from 
thence  he  was  conveyed  to  the  prison  of  the  Concier- 
gerie.  He  was  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tri-* 
bunal  the  same  day,  together  with  his  accomplices; 
and,  as  they  were  all  out  of  the  law,  the  identifica- 
tion of  their  persons  alone  was  necessary,  and  sentence 
of  death  was  demanded  against  them  by  their  formec 
passive  creatures,  Fouquier  Tinville,  the  public  ac- 
cuser. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
(the  28th, }  they  were  conveyed  from  the  palace  of  jus* 
tice  to  the  place  of  execution,  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  numerous  spectators,  who  considered  the  pro-^ 
cession  before  them  as  the  earnest  of  future  peace  and 
security.     During  this  fatal   progress,  Robespierre^ 

iiale  and  disfigured^  held  down  his  head,  and  never 
ooked  up,  except  once,  when  a  woman,  decently 
dressed,  approached  the  cart,  and  uttered  those  deep- 
drawn  maledictions,  which  put  it  beyond  conjecture 
that  she  was  a  •mother  whom  his  cruelty  had  deprived 
of  a  son,  or  a  widow  from  whom  he  had  dragged  and 
murdered  a  husband.  At  hearing  her  horrible  denun- 
ciations, Robespierre  lifted  his  eyes  languidly  towards 
her,  and  shrugging  up  his  shoulders  fetched  a  btttef 
sigh.  He  suffered  the  last  but  one:  when  he  was 
about  to  be  tied  down,  the  executioner  snatctied  the 
dressing  from  his  broken  jaw,  which  immediately 
fiell,  and  a  profusion  of  blood  gushed  out;  tb? 
chasm  occasioned  by  the  width  of  his  mouth,  owing 
to  this  accident,  rendered  his  head,  when  severed 
from  bi»  body,  and  held  up  to  public  view,  a  most 
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terrible  aiod  disgusting  spectacle*.  On  the  ensuing 
day^  Jnly^Q^  the  triumph  of  the  convention  wm 
completed  by  the  execution  en  masse  of  the  sisty** 
two  members  of  the  commune^  who  had-  also  been 
decreed  out  of  the  law* 

Thus^  in  a  moment^  when  least  expected^  perished 
Maximilien  Robespierre^  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of 
bis  age. .  His  life  had  been  long  a  series  of  perpetual 
provocations  to  an  incensed  Deity;  and  the  circum- 
stances of  his  death  afford  a  most  ample  vindii^ation  of 
eternal  Justice.  He  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life^ 
and  at  thb  height  of  unequalled  exaltation^  medi« 
fating  new  crimes^  and  unrepentant  of  those  already 
committed.  Thus  he  who  had  shed  blood  with  un* 
exampled  profusion^  now  went  to  the  scaffold  of  hit 
own  erecting,  overwhelmed  with  insult,  scorn,  re- 
proach, and  contempt.  As  his  whole  life  had  been  a 
scene  of  the  most  atrocious  perfidy  and  cruelty;  so 
the  manner  of  his  death  was  the  fulfilment  of  a  just 
retribution,  in  which  an  aweful  example  was  made  to 
mankind,  and  an  useful  lesson  to  all  those  who  had  so 
often  with  him  imbrued  their  hands  in  innocent  blood. 

The  partisans  of  the  late  system  of  terror>  deprived 
of  their  principal  leader,  were  soon  taught  to  tremble 


•'  The  persons  who  suffered  on  this  occasion  with  Mflximiliea 
Robespierre  were,  George  Couthon,  aged  thirty ^ight  years,  born 
atOrsai;  A.  St-Just,  twenty-six  jears,  bom  at  Lisere ;  A.Ro^ 
bespierre  the  younger;  F.  Henriot,  thirty-three  years,  com« 
nander  general  of  the  armed  force  of  Paris ;  L.  LaYatette,  forty 
years,  bom  at  Paris,  ex-noble ;  R.  Dumas,  thirty-seven  years^ 
born  at  LussI,  president  of  the  roToIotionary  tribunal;  J*R« 
Lescot  Fleuriot,  thirty.nine  years,  mayor  of  Parb ;  N.  Yhier^ 
ifty.  years,  late  judge  of  the  criminal  tribunal  of  the  department,, 
president  of  the  Jacobins  in  the  night  between  the  9th  and  lOth 
Thermidor,  (27th  and  28tb  July ;)  C.  Bernard,  thirty-four  years'^ 
ex-priest;  Gency,  thirty-three  years;  Cooper  Gobeau,  twenty-' 
Six  years.  Substitute  of  the  criminU  tribunal ;  A.  Simoft,  fifty-* 
eight  years,  shoemaker ;  C.  Lanrent,  thirty-three  years ;  Wamee^* 
twenty-nine  years;'  J.  Fores  tier,  forty-seven  years ;  P.  Guerin,. 
veceiver  of  I'ents;  Lczard,  hair-dresser;  LocheFer,  upholsterier  j^ 
Bougon  and  Quenet*  The  twelte  last  wer9  members  of  the  conw 
I  of  Paris. 
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for  their  safety  by  the  fate  of  Carriere,  the  deputy 
^ho  had  deluged  La  Vendee^  and  the  neighbouring 
departments  vfith  bloody  after  the  insurrection  in  those 
parts  had  been  suppressed.  Among  the  captives  set 
at  liberty  after  the  death  of  Robespierre^  were  ninety- 
four  inhabitants  of  NanteSj  who  had  been  forwarded 
to  Fouquier  Tinville  by  Carriere^  charged  with  fa- 
Tooring  the  progress  of  federah'sm>  and  who  w6re  in- 
tended for  speedy  execution.  When  these  persons  had 
obtained  their  freedom^  they  were  encouraged  by  tho 
opposite  party  to  inform  against  their  persecutors,  and 
for  the  space  of  three  months  new  facts  of  increasing 
horror  and  atrocity  continued  to  be  disclosed.  So 
that  whichever  faction  obtained  the  ascendancy,  terror 
seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  convention,  on  the  29th  of  October,  decreed 
that  Carriere  and  his  accomplices  should  be  brought 
to  trial ;  and,  contrary  to  their  practice  in  the  case  of 
Robespierre"  and  his  adherents,  allowed  them  every 
means  of  defence  provided  by  law  for  deputies  in  a 
state  of  accusation.  The  accomplices  of  Carriere 
were  first  impeached;  but  the  general  indignation 
pointed  out  the  futility  of  wreaking  vengeance  on 
these  subordinate  agents,  while  the  principal  was  left 
in  triumphant  impunity:  the  question  was  referred  to 
a  committee  of  twenty-one  members  of  the  conven* 
tion;  and,  in  pursuance  of  their  report,  Carriere 
stood  to  be  tried  at  the  bar  of  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal. The  horrible  facts  disclosed  against  him,  pro* 
duced  in  the  bosom  of  the  audience  every  extreme  of 
passion  and  sensation  which  such  narratives  are  calcu* 
lated  to  excite;  but  astonishment  was  less  fixed  on  the 
atrocity  of  the  crimes  attributed  to  him,  than  on  the 
bold  and  intrepid  manner  with  which  he  defended,  and 
even  gloried  in  them.  ''  I  have  extinguished,  said 
he,  the  torches  of  fanaticism,  which  were  spreading 
conflagration  through  several  departments:  but  six 
months  ago  my  brows  were  bound  with  well-earned 
laurels;  now  accusations  are  thundered  against  me! 
^hp  conyentioo^  at  that  time^  approved  my  conduct^ 
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which  had  no  motive  but  the  welfare  of  my  country; 
And  those  who  accuse  me«  what  would  they  have  done 
in  my  place?  Was'  it  in  the  power  of  man — was  it 
even  in  the  power  of  the  convention,  to  prevent  the 
eicesaes  which  were  committed  at  Lyons  and  at 
Toulon^  in  Aveyron  and  La  Lozere^  shaken  as  they 
were  by  the  fury  of  political  tempest?  Yet  I  have 
terminated  a  terrible  civil  war,  which  with  gigantic 
feet  threatened  to  trample  down  the  whole  republic. 
I  had  sworn,  with  my  hand  spread  on  the  altar^  to 
save  my  country;  and  I  have  kept  my  oath.  I  have 
preserved  Nantes  to  the  republic :  I  calmly  faced  the 
furnace  of  Scsvola,  the  hemlock  of  Socrates,  the 
death  pf  Cicero,  the  sword  of  Cato,  the  scaffold  of 
Sydney;  I  will  endure  their  pains,  if  the  good  of  the 
people  requires  it:  I  have  lived  only  for  my  country, 
and  for  her  I  am  ready  to  die."  These  assertions, 
though  absolutely  true,  could  not,  however;  coun- 
tervail the  mass  of  evidence  which  was  adduced;  and 
Carriere,  with  Pinard  and  Grand  Maison,  two  of  his 
principal  satellites,  was  sent  to  the  scaffold  on  the  26th 
of  November;  the*others  were  acquitted.  Carriere 
maintained  his  confidence  in  affirming  to  the  last  his 
innocence,  and  even  his  merit.  When  going  to  the 
place  of  execution,  he  exclaimed,  *^  I  die  a  guitless 
Tictim;  I  have  done  nothing  but  execute  the  orders 
of  the  committees  of  government;  my  last  prayers 
are  for  the  republic,  and  the  welfare  of  my  fellow^ 
citizens/* 

Carriere  was  a  strong  republican,  and  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  guilty  of  the  crimes  mentioned  in 
the  charges  brought  against  him,  any  other  than  as 
the  servant  of  government.  He  was  sent  out  to  Ia 
Vendee  with  full  powers  to  crush  the  rebellion,  which 
lie  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  convention. 
Had  he  done  otherwise  he  would  h^ve  been  executed 
for  a  traitor.  They  bad  now  done  with  bim.  Foe 
that  which  he  did  he  had  the  sanction  of  the  decrees 
of  the  convention;  and  the  boldness  with  which  he 
defended  himself,  though  it  fully  convinced  the  revolu- 
tionary 
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iiobarj^  tribunal,  jet  it  ^a&  oot  cakulated  to  opiarAteio 
his  favour*.  •     i   ' 

The  seventy-itbree  members  who  were  iulprisoned 
for  subscribing  (be  protest  against  tbe  transactions  of « 
tbe  31st  of  May,  1794j  still  remained  in  confinement* 
and  their  friends  bad  no  appeal  in  their  favour  but 
through  the  medium  of  the  press,  because  (he  ruling 
'  party  continued  to  speak  of  the'  event  which  caused 
ibejr  ruin  as  ode  of  the  glorious  days  of  the  revolu- 
tion. Penieres  had  already  moved  that  those  under 
arrest  should  be  enlarged ;  but^  after  an  animated  dis- 
cussion, be  could  only  obtain  an  order  for  referring 
theiir  case  to  the  committees.  The  alarm  excited  by 
the  Jacobins  had  probably  some  effect  in  the  decision^ 
though  it  was  not  immediately  satisfactory  to  their 
hopes:  they,  were  restored  to  liberty  on  the  2nd  of 
December,  1794;  but  their  right  of  voting  was  sus- 
pended; in  a  few  days,  however,  they  were  rein* 
stated  in  their  seats,  and  soon  afterwards  were  per- 
mitted to  resume  all  their  legislative  functions,  as  it 
was  thought  their  influence  wOuld  counteract  the 


*  Carrtere  was  a  person  of  a  whimsical  sort  of  gaiety,  which 
manifested  itself  upon  a  Tarietj  of  occasions.  When,  upon  th« 
change  of  parties^  he  was  put  upon  his  trial,  he  considered  himself 
as  a  worthy  man  and  a  good  patriot  who  was  about  to  be  sacri-* 
'Seed  to  what  was  (hen  called  the  Thermidorean  re-action.  ^^  Whea 
the  wind  shifts,"  said  he  to  his  advocate,  ^^  tbe  tiles  may  fall  upon 
your  head.V  Being  asked  by  the  latter,  how  he  could  have  the 
heart  to  drown  children  only  fire  or  six  years  old?  he  said,  ^^  Their 
fathers,  their  mothers,  their  tutors  and  teachers,  were  all  roy- 
alists: while  destroying  the  old  wolves,  how  could  I  let  the  young 
wolves  escape,"  NothiVig  could  be  more  astonishing  than  his  tran. 
qtiillity  and  sang  froid  on  hearing  Jthat  he  was  condemned  to  die* 
Op  the  very  day  of  his  execution,  he  gave  an  early  breakfast  to 
8evera,l  of  his  friends;  eating  little  himself,  drinking  only  one^ 
glass  of  wine,  and  passing  the  whole  time  in  giving  a  descriptioii 
of  his  journey  from  the  prison  to  the  scaffold,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  should  be  received  by  the  spectators.  *^  Some,*'  said 
he,  <'  will  cry  out,  There  goes  the  villain  who  put  so  many  inno* 
cent  people  to  death  in  La  Vendue!  what  an  ugly  wretch  he  isl 
but  others  will  reply,  It  was  not  he  who  did  all  the  mischief."  He 
was  executed  at  Paris,  on  the  17th  of  December^  1794. 

Vol.  I.    No. IX.  2D      '  fiirioiw 
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furious  Jacobins,  and  insure  peace  to  -the  legislature* 
They  were,  however,  do  sooner  re^admitted  than  tbejr 
required  a  repeal  of  the  decree  of  outlawry  against  thtt 
fugitive  Brissotines,  and  appealed  to  the  public  aeainst 
the  celebrated  revelation  of  the  31st  of  May,  1793. 

In  the  interim,  the  partizans  of  Collot  d'Herboit 
and  the  Mountain  were  labouring  to  avert  that  inves- 
tigation of  which  they  had  every  reason  to  dread  the 
result.  The  Jacobins,  though  excluded  from  their  halU 
held  secret  councils,  endeavoured  to  agitate  the  public 
mind,  and  distributed  incendiary  writings  among  the 
poor,  attempting  to  persuade  them  that  the  dreadful 
famine  which  still  prevailed  in  Paris  proceeded  from 
a  conspiracy  of  the  aristocrats,  for  the  purpose  of 
compelling  them  to  consent  to  the  re-establishpent  of 
royalty.  The  Jacobins  were,  however,  opposed  by 
men  who  knew  their  principles,  and  dreaded  not  to  ar- 
raign their  crimes.  The  conduct  of  Btllaud  de  Var- 
renes,  Collot  d*Herbois,  Barrere,  and  Vadier,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  immediate  examination  of  a  committee 
of  twenty-one  members. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  by  way  of  ex- 
posing the  villanies  practised  by  the  Roman  catholia 
^priests,  that,  on  the4ih  of  December,  1798,  a  relic, 
said  by  the  priests  to  contain  some  of  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  to  have  the  power  of  ^curing  lame-^ 
ness,  deafness,  blindness,  and  barrenness  in  women* 
was  deposited  by  the  national  deputy  Couthon  on  the 
table  of  the  convention.  Upon  being  analyzed,  it 
was  found  that  the  blood  was  nothing  but  ferebin- 
tberi  gum  diluted  with  spirits  of  wine !  So  much  for 
sacerdotal  charlatonism ! 

On  the  Ist  of  March,  1794,  the  convention  received 
a  well-attested  detail  of  the  crimes  which  these  per* 
sons  were  saici  to  have  committed.  No  one  raised  his 
Toice  in  favour  of  the  accused  parties,  and  their  arrest 
was  decreed  by  an  immense  majority.  The  trial  of 
thes6  four  accused  persons  was  ordered  on  the  22d  of 
March ;  but,  previous  to  that  period,.  Vadier  had  mada 
his  escape,    xhe  others  rested  their  4fifwci^  upon  thii 
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l^rouDdj  that  although  members  of  the  committee  of 
safetj,  they  had  do  power  to  resist  Robespierre;  and 
that  they  were  not  more  culpable  iu  having  acquiesced 
in  his  tjramiy  than  the  other  members  of  the  conven- 
tion«  who  had  all  been  overpowered  by  the  knowledge 
that  instant  destruction  awaited  every  man  who  should 
dare  to  oppose  his  measures.  Even  in  the  case  of  the 
cruelties  committed  by  CoHot  d'Herbois  at  Lyons, 
as  well  as  in  the  other  parts  of  it^  this  defence  was  by 
BO  means  destitute  of  foundation.  It  bad  much  weight 
also  with  the  nation  at  large;  in  whose  eyes  it  tended 
not  only  to  exculpate  the  three  persons  now  accused, 
but  to  criminate  and  degrade  the  character  of  the 
whole  convention. 

Several  leading  members  of  the  Jacobin  party,  (par- 
ticularly Garnot,  Lindet^  Cambon,  and  others,)  de- 
fended the  accused  persons  with  great  vehemence; 
and,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  April,  they  pro** 
ceeded  to  an  open  insurrection.  An  immense  multi*- 
tud^  having  assembled  in  the  suburbs,  proceeded  to 
the  hall  of  the  convention.  A  real  or  fictitious  scar^ 
city  existed  at  the  time.  Taking  advantage  of  this 
circumstance,  tl^ey  pretended  they  were  going  to  pe- 
tition for  bread;  and  this  pretence  drew  numbera 
along  with  them  who  had  no  share  in  their  designs. 
Boiissy  d'Anglas,  a  conspicuous  member  of  the  mode- 
rate party,  was  addressing  the  convention  upon  the 
means  of  removing  the  scarcity  when  the  insurgents 
arrivedi  drove  the  centinels  from  their  posts^  and  sud- 
denly filled  the  hall.  They  tumultuously  demanded 
''  bread  and  the  constitution."  The  Jacobin  party 
supported  the  insurgents;  and  one  of  the  multitude, 
in  a  vehement  harangue^  exclaimed,  *^  We  are  men  of 
the  14th  of  July,  of  the  10th  of  August,  and  of  the 
31st  of  May."  He  demanded  that  the  convention 
should  change  its  measures,  that  the  people  should  no 
longer  be  the  victims  of  mercantile  jrapacity,  and  that 
the  accused  patriots  should  not  be  sacrificed  to  the 
passions  of  their  antagoiiists.  The  convention  ordered 
Ijftp  ^psin  to  }fe  rung,  and  the  people  of  Paris  to  be 
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ealled  to  mois.  Piebegru  was  :in  Pairis  at  the  time; ^ 
aodi,  upon  the  motion  of  Barrasj  be  was  appoioted  to 
the  commaod  of  the  militarj. 

The  Par»siaDs,  who  remeoibered  with  horror  the 
domioatioQ  of  Robegpierr e,  and  now  saw  tbemfleWea 
menaced  bj  his  adherents,  instantly  assembled  for  the 
proteetioD  of  the  convention,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
thousand  men.  Till  that  time  the  assembly  had  re-- 
mained  under  no  small  embarrassment,  surrounded  by 
the  insurgents,  and  insulted  by  the  speeches  of  the 
Jacobin  party.  The  convention  was  now,  howeverj, 
rescued  from  this  state  of  constraint;  and,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Dumont^  it  was  decreed  that  Barrere,  Collot 
d'Herbois,  and  Billaud  Varennes,  should  be  trans-* 
ported  to  Guiana,  in  America. 

The  following  day  the  convention  decreed  the  ar- 
rest and  copfinement,  in  the  castle  of  Ham  iu  Picardy^ 
of  several  others  of  the  most  odious  of  the  Jacobins. 
Among  these  were  Leonard  Bourdon,  Duhem.ChasleSj, 
Choudjeu,  Kuamps,  Foussedoire,  Huguet,  Bayle,  Le« 
cointre,  Cambon^  Thuriot  Maignetj  Heutz,  CrassouSj 
lind  Levasseur*.. 

This  victory  was  followed  np  by  the  convention 
l?ith  the  popular  measure  of  preparing  for  its  owq 
dissolution,  by  endeavouring  to  frame  a  fixed  constir 
tutioD  for  the  republic.  The  constitution  which  had 
been,  decreed  in  1193  under  Robespierre  was  consi** 
dered  as  impractible,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  report  upon  the  measures  which  ought  to  be.adopt«ir 
<0d.  This  committee  consisted  of  Sieyes,  Cambaceres^ 
Merlin  of  Douay,  Thibaudeau,  Mathieu,  Le  Sage  of 
]£ure  and  Loire^  and  Latouche.     On  the   19tb  of 


*  By  departing  from  the'  punishment  qf  death^  and^  adoptiog 
that  of  banishment,  the  con?entipn  expected  to  diminish  the  fero« 
^ty  of  the  contending  factions  in  the  state,  by  rendering  the. result 
ii  a  political  defeat  less  fatal  than  before.  The  design  was  good ; 
batman  attempting  to  accomplish  it,  they  e$tablishcd  the  pernicious 
precedent  of  inflicting  pnaishment  without  a. trial,  wjiich  ^conld 
gcarcely  fail  to  prove  highly  dangerous,  if  not.uitima^elx  fatal,  tq 
all  their  prospects  of.  a  free  and  ci^uitable  government.  This  i^ 
called  hy^t  French  writers  the  insupection  dtf  douze  GefkinaL' 
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April,  Cambaceres  reported^  that  it  wad  tbe  optaton 
of  this  coiDiBittee  that  a  comniission  should  be  ap* 
pointed  to  frame  an  entirely  new  constitution.  Tbe 
convention  accordingly  appointed  tbe  following  per- 
sons to  this  important  office:  Le  Sage,  Louvet,  Boissy* 
d'Anglas^  Creuze,  Latoucbe,*  Bertbier^  Daunow,  BaiM 
din,  Durand,  M aillane,  Languiiiais;  La  Reveilleire> 
Lepaux,  and  Thibaudeau.  All  other  citizens  of  everj 
description  were  at  the  same  time  invited  to  commu--^ 
nicate  projects  upon  the  subject,  and  the  committee 
was  required  to  select  tbe  best  of  them  to  be  printed* 

Fouquier  Tinville,  the  president,  and  the  principal- 
judges  and  jurors  of  the  late  revolutionary  tribunal,^ 
were  next  brought  to  trial.  They  were  accused  of 
barbarous  perversions  of  justice;  contempt  of  form,  oC 
feeling,  and  of  manifest  innocence;  inhuman  pleasan- 
teries,  and  immodest  ribaldry.  Tbe  whole  populatioii 
of  Paris  were  at  once  the  acc^users^  witnesses,  judges, 
and  jury,  in  this  remarkable  prosecution.  Fouquier 
maintained  an  undaunted  countenance,  and  bis  col- 
leagues rnguilt  were  not  behind  him  in  audacity;  they 
cross-examined  the  witnesses^  and  made  a  defence  re* 
plete  with  ingenuity.  Fouquieri  whose  conduct  at« 
tracted  the  greatest  attention,  was  observed,  during  the 
time  tbe  accusation  was  read,  and  tbe  public  accuser; 
was  reciting  facts  in  support  of  it,  to  appear  as  if 
writing;  but  bis  eyes  wandered  incessantly  in  piercing 
inspection  of  tbe  president  and  the  whole  courts  the 
witnesses,  and  even  the  audience.  His  defence  formed 
an  astonishing  production  of  impudence  and  dexterity* 
The  number  put  on  trial  exceeded  thirty.  Tbe  indi* 
viduals  condemned  were  Fouquier  Tinville,  public 
accuser  und^r  the  revolutionary  tribunal ;  Scellier,  the 
president;  Foucault  and  Garnier-Delauimy,  judges; 
Leroi,  called  Dix  Aoiit;  Renaudin,  Vilatte,  Prieur, 
Chatelet,  Girard,  and  Boyenval,  jury  men  of  that  court ; 
Benoist^  agetit  of  the  executive  power;  Lasne^  assis* 
tant  commissioner  in  the  civil  administration  of  the  tri**^ 
bupals;  Verney,  keeper  of  tbe  prison  of  tbe  Luxem-» 
^urg;    Dirpofnmieri  administrator  of  police;   and 
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Hermann,  president  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal 
The  trial  lasted  twenty-four  hours;  and  they  were  all 
eiecuted  the  next  mornings  May  7,  1794. 

The  Jacobins>  however^  by  no  means  considered 
tiieoiselves  as  subdued ;  on  the  contrary,  they  medi* 
tsDled  a  new  insurrectiouj  and  fixed  upon  the  20th  of 
May  as  the  day  of  revolt.  Tburiot,  and  Robespierre's 
fancier  Cambon,  had  found  means  to  escape  from  (bo 
castle  of  Ham,  in  Picardy,  and  were  come  to  Paris. 
They  concealed  tbemselYes  in  the  suburb  St.  Antoine, 

^  mnd  there  ui^ed  the  flame  of  discord.  The  price  of 
bread  had  increased,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  this 
circumstance.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th,  a  paper 
ivas  distributed  accusing  the  convention  of  withhold- 
ing bread:  it  declared  insurrection  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  people;  and  called  upon  the  citizens  of  Paris  to 
proceed  in  a  mass  to  the  convention,  to  demand  bread 
and  the  jsstablishmeiit  of  Robespierre's  constitution^ 
^ith  a  new  election  of  national  representatives. 

On  the  20th,  the  tocsin  was  run^,  and  drums  beat 
to  arms  in  the  suburbs  of  St.  Antoine,  which  had  aU 
ways  been  the  quarter  of  the  city  in  v«^bich  the  Jaco* 
bins  possessed  the  greatest  strength.  Upon  (his  alarni 
the  convention  assembled ;    genera)  Hoche  was  ap«T 

^pointed  to  command  the  armed  force,  «nd  the  citizena 
assembled  in  the  defence  of  the  cpnveption^  In  the 
mean  time  the  multitude  surrounded  the  hall,  and  by 
their  superior  numbers  they  soon  overpowered  thc^ 
guards  and  burst  into  the  midst  of  the  assembly,  Af? 
ter  some  fruitless  efforts  to  restore  tranquillity,  Yer-r 
nier,  the  president,  resigned  the  chair  to  Boissy  d'Apr 
glas,  who  remained  in  it  with  much  firmness  diinng 
the' day.  The  whole  strength  of  the  insurgeqts  no\|r 
entered  the  hall  with  cockades,  on  which  ^as  written^ 
'*  Breads  and  the  constitution  of  1793/'  A  citizen  of 
the .  party  of  the  convention  rashly  tore  off  the  hat  of 
one  of  the  insurgents,  and  was  immediately  assaulte4 
with  swords  by  the  multitpde;  he  fled  towards  the 
president's  chair,  and  was  killed  9i  the  side  of  it  b^  a 
•Dusket  shot    Ferandj  one  of  th?  members,  hiiving; 
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aAtempted  to  rescue  him,  was  also  attacked ;  he  escaped 
into  one  of  the  passages,  where  he  was  also  killed,  and 
bk^head  was  brought  into  the  contention  upon  a  pike. 
The  members  now  gradually  departed,  and  left  the 
hall  in  possession  of  the  insurgents,  who  propofsed  a 
irariety  of  law^  favourable  to  the  Jacobins,  whick 
were  instantly  decreed.  Duroc,  Duquesnoi,  Bour- 
botte,  and  Goojon,  were  the  members  who  stood  for- 
ward on  this  occasion,  and  appeared  as  chiefs  of  the 
insurrection.  But  their  triumph  was  rash  and  tranh* 
sitory.  In  the  evening  a  large  body  of  citizens  joined 
the  militai;y,  and  restored  the  powers  of  the  conven- 
tion.    The  Jacobins  did  not  yet  give  up  their  cause. 

On  the  following  day  they  again  assembled  in  the 
suburbs,  and  marched  with  some  pieces  of  cannon* 
which  they  pointed  against  the  hall  of  the  convention. 
The  assembly,  alarmedl  and  unprotected,  attempted 
not  to  subdue,  but  to  flatter,  the  insurgents.  A  de- 
putation of  the  members  was  sent  out  to  fraternise 
with  them,  and  to  carry  forth  two  decrees  passed  at 
that  instant,  vi^hich  ordained  that  bread  should  abound^ 
and  that  Robespierre's  constitution  of  1793  should 
immediately  be  put  in  force.  The  insurgents,  in  re- 
turn, sent  a  deputation  to  the  convention,  to  express 
their  satisfaction  with  the  decrees,  and  to  demand  the 
release  of  the  imprisoned  patriots.  They  tben,  on  the 
2Sd^  convened  a  large  meeting  of  the  Jacobins  in  the 
suburb  St.  Antoine,  who  were  occupied  in  consulta* 
tions  for  new  movements.  But  on  tite  following  day 
the  citizens  assembled  at  their  sections,  and  habtened 
from  thence  to  theThuilleries,  to  defend  the  legal  as- 
sembly. 

In  the  mean  time,  considerable  bodies  of  the  mili- 
tary were  collectedj  and  the  assembly  now  resolved  to 
act  with  vigour.  A  decree  was  passed,  declaring; 
that  if  the  suburb  St.  Antoine  did  not  instantly  sur- 
render its  arms  and  cannon>  together  with  the  mur- 
derer of  Ferand,  it  should  be  considered  as  in  a  state 
of  rebellion.  The  insurgents,  invested  on  every  sid<V 
were  compelled  to  surrender;    Several  soldiers  found 
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fefoong  t-he  prisoners  were  iiMiantly  put :to. death;  and 
iix  toembiers  of  the  coovention  were  t^ied  and  con- 
.demned  by  a  military  commission.  Three  of  these 
l^erisbed  by  suicide^  and  three  were  e;iecutedv  The 
coRTention,  elated  by  this  victory,  ordered  back  CbUot 
id'Herbois,  Billaud  Varennes,  aod  Barrere>  to  take 
their  trial ;  but  the  two  former  had  escaped  before  the 
Jirrival  oft  the  courier.  Barrere  only  remained,  and 
be  was  brought  back  and  inlprisohed.  This  is  called 
ky  Ae  French  writers.  Insurrection  des  premiers  jours 
du  Prairial. 

Robespierre  and  the  Mountain  party  being  now 
fallen,  it  might  have  been  expected  that  the  rigour 
"With  whlcli  the  innocent  and  unsuspecting  dauphin 
bad  been  treated  would  have  been  softened:  but  vir- 
tue and  humanity  had  yet  no  share  in  the  councils  of 
the  republic.     Four  months  after  the  destruction  of 
Robespierre,  Lequinio  pronounced  that  Franete  would 
never  be  at  peace  while  the  offspring  of  Capet  re- 
mained among:  them ;  and  knoved  that  the  committee  . 
of  government  should  devise  means  of  sending  the  son 
of  Louis  out  of  the  French  donainions.  -  This  ^as  de- 
creed;   but  no  subsequent  measures  were   publicly  - 
adopted.     At  length  death  delivered  the  legislators 
from  their  embarrassment,  and  their  victim  from  his 
woes.     As  suspicions  were  entertained  that  his  fate  . 
bad  been  accelerated  by  poison^  three  surgeons  ( Dus- 
aault.  Doublet,  and   Choppart,)  were  Commissioned 
to  examine  his  body;  tod  they  made  a  report,  that  he 
^ied  of  a  scrofulous  complaint;  which  entirely  efxcul- 
pated  the  rulers  from  the  base  iafputation.     The  dau- 
phin died  on  the  9th  of  June,  1795. 

While  the  struggles  of  these  contending  factions 
Ihus  operated  in  the  capital,  the  progress  of  the 
French  arms  was  attended  with  the  most  briUiaot  suc- 
cess. General  Hoche  was  now  released  from  prison, 
and  placed  instead  of  Rossignol  at  the  head  of  the 
-army  in  La  Vendee.  He  soon  restored  discipline  to 
&  is  forces;  and  by  his  conciliatory  disposiiiod,  as;WelI 
as  by  his  exertions  in  the  £eld^  he  pjromoled  a  treaty, 
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^liieli  guaranteed  to  the  YeDd^am  freedom  of  wor^ 
fthip,  an  exemption  f#om  requiditions^  and  even  from 
taxe8>  for  a  certaid  number  of  years,  and  held  out  to 
tbem  iHusory  promises  of  repairing  tbe  deyastatioo^ 
committed  by  tbe  ri^publican  forces. 
*  After  the  re-conquest  of  Toulon,  tbe  troops  em-* 
ployed  iH'  that  eiEpediifOn  directed  theii:  exertion^ 
against  tbe  Spaniards,  whose  progress  in  tbe  Pyrenees 
gave  so  much  alarm  to  Ihe  southern  departments.  Ge-> 
fieral  Dogommier  commanded  in  tbe  eastern  division^ 
and  was  opposed  by  the  count  de  TUnion,  with  the 
flower  of  the  Spanish  fafce.  Tbe  superior  genius  of 
tbe  French,  h6v^ever>  soon  gave  a  decided  superiority 
to  the  republican  cause.  Bagnols  was  taken  from  the 
Spaniarda  by  a  feint.  The  French  general  employed 
great  labour  and  expence  in  forming  a  road  to  tho 
right  of  their  army;  but  when  he  had  drawn  the  at^ 
tention  of  his  adversaries  to  that  quarter,  and  they  had 
'weakened  their  other  points  to  provide  for  its  defence, 
he  suddenly  fell  upon  their  centre,  broke  their  line, 
and  put  the  whole  army  to  fli^fat.  This  brilliant  en-* 
gagement,  which  took  place  on  the  1st  of  May,  1194^^ 
received  its  natte  from  the  town  of  Ceret,  near  which 
it  took  place.  The  republicans  gained  from  the  Spa-, 
Aiards  all  their  magaxines,  tehts,  camp  equipage,  two 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  thousand  prisoners; 

The  success  of  the  French  opened  a  way  for  the  re-* 
conquest  of  Collioure,  Port  Vendre,  and  St.  Elmo; 
but  for  these  operations  a  flotilla  was  judged  neces* 
Mry,  and  white  waiting  for  its  equipmenf>  general  Au- 
gereau,  by  order  of  Ddgommier^  drove  the  Spartiirdi 
from  Aries,  Prats  de  Molo,  and  St.  Laurent  de  li 
Cerda.  When  the  flotilla  ari^ived,  the  siege  of  Belle^ 
garde  was  undertaken  at  the  same  time  with  fliose  of 
Collioute  and  Port  Vendre.  Augereau  obtained  pos* 
aes9ion  of  the  foundry  of  St.  Laurent  de  la  Monga,  the 
only  one  in*  Catalonia,  and  acquired  great  quantifies 
of  bombsr  atid  balls;  and  the  sieges  being  pressed  with 
additional  Tigoar,  the  ^paniards^  began  seriously  t6 
prepare  for  a  retreat.    They  had  sent  off  their  most 
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valuable  effects  by  sea,  before  tlie  arrival  of  the  French 
flotilla;  and,  in  the  night  of  the  Sdth  of  May,  eva** 
cuated  the  forts  of  St.  £laio>  with  tbe  redoubts  and 
posts  adjacent  to  Collioure  and  Port  Veodre.  /fho 
garrisons  laid  down  their  arms,  accepting  an  humt-i 
liating  capitulation,  by  which  they  were  made  to  ac«* 
knowledge  tbe  emigrants  traitors  to  their  coudtry,  anA 
that  the  forts  on  the  French  territory  had  been  gained 
only  by  treachery.  The  southern  departments  of 
France  felt  unbounded  joy  at  this  auspicious  event ; 
and  the  convention  decreed  the  erection  of  a  column 
ph  the  spot,  with  this  inscription:  '*  Here  seven  thou^ 
sand  Spaniards  laid  down  ikeir  arms  before  the  troops 
cf  the  republic." 

The  Spaniards,  however,  persevered  in  maintaiaii^ 
Bellegarde ;  and  having  a  powerful  force  to  relieve, 
this  town,  a  sanguinary  engagement  took  place  on  tho 
13th  of  August,  1794,  in  vvbich  they  were  defeated 
with  the  loss  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  killed,  be* 
sides  a  great  number  of  wounded  and  prisoners.  Bui 
the  garrison  held  out  a  month  longer,  because  tbe 
French  general,  Dugommier,  cautiously  avoided  every 
measure  which  could  damage  this  important  froptifer 
town.  His  prudence  was  rewarded  with  complete  , 
fucces9.  After  a  short  correspondence,  the  Spanish 
commander  surrendered  at  discretion;  the  garrison,  ia 
Dumber  a  thousand,  were  made  prisoners  of  war,  and 
the  fortifications  were  in  the  highest  state  of  improve^* 
ment. 

After  this  success,  Dugommier  commenced  an  inva* 
sion  of  (he  Spanish  territory,  but  found  himself  op- 
posed v^ith  more  than  usual  obstinacy.  He  strove  to 
quell  this  fury  of  resistance  by  means  of  terror;  burn-» 
ing  the  town  of  Castella>  granting  quarter  to  notie^ 
and  putting  all  the  inhabitants  tc/the  sword,  October 
23.  But  he  did  not  long  survive  this  act  of  severity; 
his  camp  was  attacked  in  the  night  of  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, and,  while  rallying  his  troops^  be  received  his 
death  from  a  sheU  ^hich  fell  perpendicularly  on  his 
bead.    Genera}  Perignon^  his  successor^  iaunediateljj 
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^ked  the  Spaniards^  vrho  weve  said  to  be  between 
forty  and  fifty  thousand  in  number,  on  strongly  forti- 
fied mountains,  in  tbe  aeighbourhood  of  Figuiere,  de- 
feated them  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  took  their 
artillery,  forced  an  entrenched  camp  to  which  they 
bad  retreated,  and  compelled  them  to  fly  six  or  seven 
leagues  from  tbe  field  of  battle.  The  fort  of  Figuiere' 
was  then  invested,  and,  though  garrisoned  with  tea 
thousand  men,  and  abundantly  victualled,  held  out 
onl^  two  days,  the  garrison  yielding  themselves  pri* 
sonersof  war.  After  these  successes,  the  French  pro- 
ceeded to  the  siege  of  Rosas,  wbich  was  formed  amidst 
many  diflSculties;  but  they  soon  made  a  practicable 
breach  in  the  walls.  The  garrison,  fearing  the  town 
would  be  taken  by  assault,  evacuated  it  in  the  nighty 
and  embarked  on  board  vessefls  in  the  bay,  leaving  only 
five  hundred  men,  who  opened  the  gates  as  soon  as 
their  comrades  were  out  of  danger.  The  French  now 
extended  their  requisitions  throughout  Catatonia, 
threatening  Gironne,  on  the  river  Terisse,  and  Tortosa 
en  the  Ebro. 

In  the  Western  Pyrenees  tbe  war  was  conducted^ 

^  during  the  same  period,  with  no  less  success.    Hie 
mildness  of  the  winter  favoured  tbe  enterprising  ge- 

*  nius  of  the  French,  and  they  laboured  with  the  great-' 
est  earnestness  to  strengthen  their  positions  on  the  side 
of  St.  Jean  de  Lux,  which  they  greatly  extended,  and 
in  proportion  straitened  those  of  the  Spaniards.  At 
length  a  ^neral  assault  was  made  by  thirteen  diousand 
Spanish  infantry,  seven  trundred  cavalry,  and  a  nume- 
rous artillery,  on  the  vHiole  line  from  <Ja!lvaire  to  the 
Bidassoa,  as  well  as  on  the  Croix  des  Bouquets.  The 
French,  though  at  first  thrown  into  confusion,  rallied^ 
and  contested  the  day  with  ^reat  gallantry.  Some 
fault  in  generakhip,  and  a  want  of  vigour  in  some 
points  of  attack,  were  prcjudicii^l  to  tbe  assailants; 
and,  afker  an  arduous  conflict  of  seven  hours,  the 
French  retained  all  their  posts,  though  the  Spaniards 
retreated  in  good  order.  The  French  brigadier  TEs- 
^ipasse  jNirticularly  distinguished  himself  iq  this  en- 
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gagemeat;  and  the  conventiop  elevated  him  to  tba 
rank  of  brigadier-genera],  in.  xQward  of  hi»  valour* 

Early  in  the  sunmier^  the  general  success  which 
trowoed  the  French  arms  aniqaated  the  soldiers  on  the 
Western  Pyrejoeesio  attempt  vaxious  esplpi^,  without 
waiting  for  fifteen  battalions  promised  fromLsk  Yen*' 
dee.  They  pressed  their  commander,  general  Muller^ 
to  lead  them  into  the  territory  of  Spain.  Urged  by 
their  valour,  the  general  divided  his  force  into  three 
ptortions,  to  penetrate  by  different  routes  to  invest 
Pampeluna.  Two  thousand  three  hundred  jnienj  un-* 
der  general  La  Yictoire,  moved  on  the  2d  of  Jufie  to* 
wards  Berdaritz;  fifteen  hundred  troops  direetcid  thehr 
^arcb  across  the  mountains,  through  a  narrow  pass; 
while  eight  hundred  threatened  the  Aldud^  thirongb 
the  vale.  The  Biscayans,  with  1a  Victoire  at  their 
bead^  having  reached  the  mountain  of  Ourisca,  pressed 
boldly  forward;  but  their  fgrdour  was  allayed  by  a 
violent  discharge  of  musketry  and  grape-shot,  whicb 
killed  general  Victoire^  The  French,  however,  de«* 
scended  impetuously  from  the  mountain,  and  by  a  spi-* 
rited  exertion  gained  the  redoubt.  The  Spaniards 
took  shelter  in  the  Casa  Fuerte;  but,  finding  the  can* 
non  of  the  redoubt  turned  against  them,  surrendered 
at  discretion.  ^  ^ 

General  Lefranc  led  another  column  of  two  thou* 
^nd  men  against  the  Straits  of  Ispeguy;  and,  though 
opposed  by  numerous, difficulties,  and  two  lines  of  re* 
doubts,  they  carried  their  poiotj  having  wpunded  the 
Spanish  general  and  kiUed  a  hundred  meo«  A  column 
qf  four  thousands  under  general  Su^amicq.  w^s  en[i* 
ployed  in  keeping  the  Spaniards  in  check  on  the  side 
of  Altobiscar ;  while  general  Castlevert,  at  the  head  of 
fifteen  hundred  men,  penetrated  without  oppopitioQ 
through  the  Strait  of  Mayo.  The  Spaniards  iiqme* 
diately  abandoned  their  redoubt,  while  th?  French 
burnt  the  village  of  Aldudes^  having  thw  gfined  the 
entrances  of  the  valley  of  Bastanbi  which  opened  iheif 
way  to  Pwapelun»,  .   }    .   •    • 
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AUhougb  cdmiderably  diepirUed,  tlie  Spaoiardt 
mtde  a  vtgorauB  attack  on  the  French  oo  th£  23d  of 
Juoe:  «i^t  thousand  iofantry  and  fiva  hundred  ca^ 
valry  descending  rapidly  firom  Vera,  made  themaelves 
naeters  of  the  rock  of  Urrugoa;  but  the  repubiicans 
speedijy  rallying,  drove  back  the  assailants,  vvith  thft 
loss  of  five  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

The  king  of  6paia>  contrary  to  the  opinioa  of  his 
jgeoeral,  don  Ventura  Caro,  placed  his  principal  hopes 
^Q  the  defence  of  the  valley  of  Bastan,  and  sought  t& 
anioiate  bis  army  by  a  procIamatioD,  calling  to  miodi 
4he glorious  achievements  of  their  ancestors  in  defend*^ 
iog  that  territory  against  ]L»ouis  XIV.  But  Caro,  dis* 
trusting  the  effect  of  this  appeal,  solicited  his  recal; 
and  with  him  vanished  all  the  apirit,  enterprize,  and 
reaolution,  which  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto  display* 
^.  General  Urrutia,  who  commanded  jo  the  vallej 
4>f  Bastan,  endeavoured  to  amuse  the  French  by  fre* 
quent  movements  and  exhibitions  of  a  pretended  force; 
but  they,  despising  finesse,  made  a  spirited  attack  on 
Ihe  J^th  of  July,  on  the  camp  of  the  emigrants  on  the 
mountain  of  Arquinzu,  killed  a  great  number,  wound* 
^d  their  leader  the  marquis  de  St.  Simon,  and  took  a 
ABmber  of  prisoners,  whom  they  executed  as  traitors* 

The  French,  flushed  with  success,  on  the  26tfa  of 
)the  same  month,  took  possession  of  the  fertile  valley 
«of  Bastan,  aftc^  a  slight  and  ineffectual  resistance  oa 
Abe  part  of  the  Spaniards.  Such  was  the  terror  of  the 
inhabitants,  that  the  French  found  it  almost  deserted ; 
4faey  declared  the  property  of  the  fugitives  subject  to 
the  laws  respecting  the  property  of  emigrants,  and 
.employed  commissioners  to  ^et  in  the  harvest  for  the 
{benefit  of  the  republic. 

The  day  following,  the  centre  of  the  French  army, 
Wideff  general  de  la  Borde,  attacked  the  Spanish  in- 
^rencbmttits  extending  from  Biriatu  to  Vera,  which 
were  strongly  fortified  and  valiantly  defended;  but 
ihe  republicans  sarmounted  every  obstacle,  forced  the 
iintrenchnients^  and  captured  Vera  and  Lesaca  on  the 
JVUlV  side  of  the  Bidassoa.     After  this  success,  four 
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battalioos^  on  the  4(h  of  August,  took  possession  of 
tbe  valley  of  Lerins^  leading  from  Elizondo  to  SU 
Eslevao^  along  tbe  Bidassoa;  while  two  other  bat*- 
talions  gained  the  heights  of  Almandoz.  The  Spa- 
niards left  in  St.  Estevan  only  a  few  volunteers^  who, 
on  the  approach  of  the  French^  blew  up  their  maga- 
zine^  and  abandoned  the  place. 

In  the  mean  time>  general^oncey  having  quitted 
Elizondo^  joined  de  la  Borde;  and  with  their  united 
force,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand  men,  marched  to 
attack  a  Spanish  camp  on  the  mountain  of  Aya,  which 
covered  the  rear  of  Irun.  They  reached  their  place 
of  destination  on  the  ensuing  day,  and,  contrary  to  all 
exp^tation,  the  Spaniards  precipitately  retreated^ 
without  resistance.  At  the  same  time  the  French  ge- 
neral Fregeville  took  a  position  deemed  almost  im^ 
pregnable  on  the  mountain  of  St.  Michael;  while 
Dessein,  crossing  tbe  Bidassoa,  the  Spaniards  fled  in 
every  direction,  and  the  French  became  completely 
masters  of  the  river.  Irun  fell  into  tbe  power  of  the 
victors;  and  Garreau,  with  a  few  troops,  seizing  the 
favourable  opportunity,  summoned  Footarabia^  wbicb^ 
being  incapable  of  defence^  surrendered  with  the  cas- 
tle-of  Figuieres,  which  commands  the  harbour.  In 
these  enterprizes  the  republicans  took  two  thousand 
prisoners^  with  a  vast  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
stores. 

The  French  general  next  attacked  S^.  Sebastian,  and 
employed  Latour  d'Auvergne  to  arrange  the  capitu- 
lation, which  was  signed  on  the  4th  of  August  by  the 
governor  and  alcades,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  garri-* 
son,  who  complained  of  being  betrayed.  They  were 
seventeen  hundred  in  number,  and  made  prisoners  of 
war.  Ail  the  shipping  in  the  harbour  was  given  up 
to  the  victors,  who  increased  their  booty  by  a  general 
requisition^  and  by  obliging  the  people  to  take  assign 
sats  at  par.  The  provincial  assembly  of  Guipuscoa, 
sensible  of  the  perilous  situation  of  the  territory^  iqet 
at  Guetaria^  and  oflered  a  capituIation>  by  which,  tbaif 
provipce  should  be  considered  as  a  free  and  neutral ' 
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•tate»  and  should  not  afford  succour  either  to  France 
or  Spain.  Pinet^  the  French  deputy  on  mission,  re- 
jected this  proposition  with  disdain^  issued  a  decree 
for  annulling  the  states,  and  the  French  troops  took 
possession  of  Guetaria^.  General  M uUer^  from  some 
pique,  now  resigned  his  command^  universallj  regret- 
edi  and  was  succeeded  by  general  Moncey.  The  ar- 
my was  shortly  afterwards  reinforced  by  fifteen  batta- 
talions,  parf  of  the  corps  which  had  fought  under  the 
unfortunate  Custine. 

The  valley  of  Roncesvalleis  being  occupied  by  twelve 
thousand  Spaniards,  general  lyioncey  formed  a  plan 
for  surrounding  them,  and  pushing  forward  to  make 
an  impetuous  attack  on  Pampeluna.  His  project  ap- 
pears to  have  been  well  conceived,  but'  failed  in  its 
object 4rom  an  unexpected  resistance,  and  some  mis- 
takes by  the  commanders  of  dffllerent  divisions.  The 
Spaniards,  though  not  surrounded,  were  defeated: 
their  loss  was  estimated  at  fifteen  hundred  killed  and' 
prisoners;  that  of  the  French  at  no  more  than  five 
hundred.  The  frontiers  of  Euguy  and  Orbaicet  were 
destroyed,  and  the  victors  gained  fifty  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  forage* 
This  was  on  the  IQth  of  October. 

After  this  rencontre,  th£  French  remained  some  time 
itiactiye;  but  at  length  prepared  to  attack  Pampeluna,- 
though  they  were  not  sufficiently  provided  with  re- 
quisites for  a  siege.  As  a  preparatory  measure,  gene- 
ral Marbot  assailed  the  Spaniards  at  all  points,  on  the 
24th  of  November;  but  met  with  an  unexpected  re- 
sistance, which  augured  a  defeat.  Night  closed  the 
engagement,  and  the  Spaniards  renewed  the  contest 
the  next  day  under  the  most  favourable  auspices.  But 
m  battalion  of  Biscayans,  detached  from  Zubiri,  crossed 


*  The  inhabitants  were  immediately  made  to  feel  the  oppressioa 
of  Gallic  domination.  A  gutllotiae  was  erected  in  the  new  squaro 
of  St.  Sebastian ;  all  the  nobles,  priests,  and  persons  of  distinction 
in  the  proTince,  were  arrested ;  requisitions  were  rigidly  enforced, 
the  churches  shut  op,  and  the  miserable  inhabitants  obliged  to 
fuit  tbeif  bones;  and  seek  refuge  in  the  intervot  of  Spain. 
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the  miiuataiad,  and  took  them  in  the  ^ar;  confiraiott 
and  defeat  ensued;  more  thao  six  hundred  Spaniardfl 
were  left  dead  on  the  field;  no  quarter  was  given,  and 
the  few  who  were  made  prisoners  were,  in  pursuance 
of  a  decree  of  the  convention,  to  retaliate  for  some 
atroeities  committed  by  the  Spaniards,  put  to  deaths 
The  inhabitants  of  Pampeluoa,  in  consternation  and 
despair,  now  expected  every  hour  to  see  their  habita** 
tioii»  destroyed  by  the  victors.  But  the  French  were 
not  in  a  condition  to  pursue  their  success;  their  wanta 
weare  multiplied  by  the  number  of  their  victories;  they 
could  not  maintain  their  positions  on  the  mountains; 
the  roads  were  bad,  provisions  short,  and  the  soldiers^ 
-worn  down  by  fasting  and  fatigue,  were  rendered  unn 
healthy  by  drinking  corrosive  waters.  At  length  ge* 
neral  MoDcey  retreated  to  Tolosa,  wliere  he  established 
his  quarters  for  the  wintef. 

The  armies  of  the  Alps  and  Italy  were  equally  sue** 
cessfuL  The  French  being  masters  of  the  county  df 
Nice,  resolved  to  wrest  from  the  king  of  Sardinia  the 
city  of  Ohcglia^  the  only  port  through  wluch  he  could 
communicate  with  the  English,  or  with  the  Jsland  oS 
Sardinia.  They  advanced  without  hesitation  to  the 
attack  of  the  desired  port,^  on  the  6th  of  April,  1794; 
mod,  having  dislodged  a  body  of  troops  posted  oft  the 
heights  of  St.  Agatha,  the  Sardim'aos  in  a  panic  abaa^ 
dofied  Oneglia  to  its  fate,  and  retired  in  disorder  to 
the  straits  of  the  Apenines.  Strch  was  the  terror  ex^ 
ciled  by  the  French,  that  upwards  of  forty  thousand 
people  abandoned  their  dwellings;  and^the  republi-* 
cans  passed  through  many  villages  in  the  fertile  valley 
af  Oneglia  where  no  human  being  waa  to. be  founds 
except  a  few  women,, children,  and  old  men. 

The  Piedmoutesei  intrenched  on  the  bigheat  AIps^ 
were  next  attacked  throughout  their  whole  line.  Ge^^ 
neral  Bagdelonne,  advancing  by  Mount  Valaisin,  cap* 
tured  Little  St  Bernard^  and  drove  the  Piedmontesa 
into  Aosta,  on  the  river  Dbria.  The  centre  of  the 
French  army  now  prepared  to  attack  the  strong  posi* 
tion  of  Mount  Cenis,  and  took  fort  Mirabouck  on  the 
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lUh  ^^Ldi^y,  which  opened  an  easjr  road  to  Pignerola{ 
while  a  division  of  three  (bouaaqd  men  seized  Qulzj 
mentioned  by  Caesar  in  bis  Commentaries  under  the  name 
otOsceUimi.wi^A  pressed  forward  to  the  walls  of  Exiles^ 
General  Bagdelonne  put  in  execution  his  attack  of 
Mount  Cenis  on  the  22d  of  May.  The  Piedmontese 
defended  themselves  with  unusual  firmness^  but  wera 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  impetiious  valour  of  the  Frencfa^ 
who  charged  them  in  all  tbeir  strong  bolc|s  with  th^ 
bayonet^ .  and  thus  drove  them  from  the  mouutains» 
seizing  their  superb  train  of  artillery,  equipages,  and 
provisions.  They  established  advanced  posts  at  Ferr 
rieres  and  Novalese,  within  two  leagues  of  Suza;  and 
the  right  wing,  commanded  by  general  Vaubois^  pass- 
ing the  strait  of  TArgentiere,  possessed  itself  of  the 
valley  of  Stura  and  the  post  of  Barricades,  thus  esta- 
blishing a  communication  between  the  army  of  the 
Alps  and  that  of  Italy. 

Thus,  at  the  period  of  Robespierre's  overthrow,  th# 
French  were  masters  of  the  summits  of  the  Alps  in  all 
parts  accessible  to  man,  as  well  in  Savoy  as  the  county 
of  Nice.  But  still  it  was  not  easy  to  penetrate  into 
Piedmont;  for,  if  the  attempt  were  made  by  the  Col 
di  Tende,  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  Coni  or  Suza> 
the  difficulty  of  which  was  well  known;  and  the  ap* 
preaching  season,  when  the  snow  would  begin  to  fall^ 
forbade  the  undertaking  of  a  long  si^e.  If  the  ess^j 
was  made  by  the  Col  d' Exiles,  it  wduld  be  no  less 
hazardous  and  difficult  The  republicans  therefore 
determined  to  follow  the  line  marked  by  the  sea  on 
the  coast  of  Ponebte,  to  seize  the  marquisate  of  Finale^ 
though  it  belonged  to  the  Genoese,  and  penetrate  into 
the  heart  of  Piedmont  by  Mount  Ferrat  This  pas«» 
sage,  though  apparently  more  eligible  than,  the  others, 
was  not  free  from  great  difficulties;  and  the  emperor 
of  Germany  having  sent  considerable  reinforcementy 
io  the  king  of  Sardinia^  the  French,  though  they  made 
some  progress  in  their  enterprize^  found  they  could 
not  penetrate  into  Piedmont  during  the  present  cam« 
•  Vol..  I.    No.  X.  8^F  paigiv 
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pai^,  and  contented  themselves  with  presemng  their 
elevated  conqaests  in  the  Alpine  mountains. 

These  successes  of  the  republican  armies  were 
crowned  by  the  brilliant  advantages  which  attended 
the  armies  of  the  North  and  Sambre  and  Meuse,  act* 
ing  against  the  allies  in  Flanders.  During  the  career 
of  victory  already  described,  general  Moreau,  on  the 
18th  of  Julji  1794^  captured  the  town  of  Nieuport^ 
garriscfbed  bj  Hanoverians;  and^  like  a  generous  and 
manly  soldier,  he  had  the  virtue  to  risk  his  life  rather 
than  tarnish  his  fame  by  putting  in  execution  the  sa- 
vage decree  of  the  convention,  which  was,  to  give  no 
quarter;  he  did  not,  however,  extend  the  same  huma- 
nity to  several  hundred  emigrants,  who,  being  found 
in  the  garrison^  were  all  put  to  death.  Shortly  after* 
wards  he  executed  one  of  the  boldest  enterprizes  which 
distinguished  the  campaign*.  The  French  having  re- 
solved to  besiege  Sluys,  it  became  necessary  to  gain 
possession  of  the  island  of  Cadsaod,  at  which  there 
was  no  way  of  arriving,  but  by  a  causeway  inuJidated 
on  both  sides,  and  commanded  by  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon;  or  by  throwing  a  bridge  over  the  strait  of 
Goscbische,  which  he  could  not  effect  for  want  of 
pontoons;  He  had  no  resources  but  a  few  boats,  in 
which  some  of  the  troops  passed,  while  others  even 
•warn  across;  and,  forming  in  the  face  of  a  superior 
enemy,  and  of  numerous  batteries,  he  captured  the 
island,  and  took  ninety  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  ammunition,  and  several  hundred  prisoners. 

Meanwhile  Sluys  made  a  gallant  resistance;  but  the 
French  Were  encouraged  by  the  surrender  of  Quesnoy, 
which  opened  its  gates  on  the  15th  of  August,  after  a 
spirited,  though  ineffectual,  opposition.  The  French^ 
eager  to  strike  terror  by  means  of  the  decree  for  givine 
no  quarter^  summoned  the  garrison  before  they  had 
time  to  make  any  regular  approaches;  but  the  valiant 
commander  would  not  submit  to  the  infamy  of  sucba 
turrenderi  and,  in  bis  offer  of  capitulation,  only  soli* 
«ited  the  usual  terms^  for  bis  brave  foUpwers;  oftring 
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Ills  own  life  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  rage  of  the  victors* 
The  conTentioD^  under  the  new  system,  thought  fit  to 
renounce  the  sanguinary  decree  of  the  former  govern* 
nent^  and  it  was  determined  that  no  more  blood  should 
be  unnecessarily  shed.     But  the  duke  of  York  was 
compelled  to  retreat  to  the  plains  of  Breda/ establish* 
ing  his  head-quarters  at  Oosterhout^  and  taking  99^ 
strong  a  position  that  he  felt  secure  from  an  assault,  till 
the  Dutch  should  have  had  time  to  put  the  garrisob 
in  a  state  of  defence.     General  Pichegru^  though  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  besiege  tireda>  was  prevented  bj 
many  unfavourable  circumstances.     At  length  he  was 
enabled,  by  the  fall  of  Valenciennes  and  Cond6,  which 
yielded,  on  the  26th  and  ^th  of  August,  to  muster  a 
hundred  thousand  men,  with  which  he  meditated  an 
attack  on  the  duke  of  York's  arm^,  tiow  reduced  to 
about  thirty- five  thousand  men;  mtending  to-forc« 
them  beyond  the  Meuse,  and  prevent  their  junction 
with  the  imperial  forces.  He  drove  in  the  British  out- 
posts^ with  an  intent  to  turn  the  left  of  the  army,  and 
cut  off  the  retreat  to  Bois-le-duc;  but  the  British  com* 
mander  effected  a  retreat,  and  encamped  on  a  large 

{lain  seven  miles  beyond  Bois-le*duc,  establishing  hn 
ead-quarters  at  the  village  of  Uddeb. 
In  the  interval,  Sluys  had  surrendered  to  general 
Moreau,  after  enduring  a  vigorous  siege.  But  while 
Moreau  was  thus  meriting  the  applauses  of  his  coun- 
try, he  experienced  only  its  savage  ingratitude.  His 
father  belonged  to  the  robe,  and,  failing  into  the  sus- 
picious description  of  noble,  was  assassinated  by  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  on  the  2dtb  of  August,  the  very 
day  his  son  captured  Sluys.  It  is  even  said  that  the 
general  himself  was  marked  for  destruction  by  Robes- 
]yerre];  but  the  death  of  that  tyrant  ensured  his  safety. 
The  besieging  army,  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  ill* 
ness,  could  not  immediately  be  employed;  and  as  the 
battering  artillery  was  not  arrived,  Pichegru  prose- 
cuted his  original  plan  of  hanging  on  the  rear  of  the 
duke  of  York,  leaving  Breda  to  itself  till  he  should 
ll»ve  made  some  impression  on  Holland*    He  mad^ 
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]iowever>  n  jodiciocs  feint  of  comaieDciog  the  siege  of 
that  place>  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  his  force; 
and,  on  the  14th  of  September^  be  made  a  general  at« 
tack  on  all  the  out-posts  along  the  Dommel^  forcing 
that  of  Boxtelj  which  was  defended  by  the  troops  of 
Hesse  Darmstadt.  In  this  afiair  the  French  behaved 
with  extraordinary  valour,  swimming  across  a  river  to 
the  attack;  jet  the  allies  lost  upwards  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men.  As  the  capture  of  this  important  post 
would  prevent  the  duke  of  York  from  maintaining  his 
position,  he  retreated  across  the  Meuse^  and  encamped 
at  Wicben. 

The  French  army  of  the  North  took  a  position  be- 
hind the  river  Aa,  and,  on  the  19th^  proceeded  to 
Denter.  The  pursuit  of  the  duke  of  York's  army  was 
for  a  short  time  discontinued,  on  account  of  the  fa-* 
tigue  of  the  French  troops;  but  tbe  army  of  the  Sam- 
bre  and  Meuse,  agreeably  to  tbe  orders  of  PichegrUj 
attacked  and  defeated  the  left  wing  of  the  Austrians^ 
tnd,  after  a  series  of  welUcontested  engagements,  io 
which  tbe  numbers  and  enthusiasm  of  the  republicans 
had  always  the  advantage,  the  imperialists  were  com- 
pelled to  cross  the  Rhine  at  Cologne,  with  the  loss  of 
near  ten  thousand  men.  Tbe  last  battle,  on  the  3d  of 
October,  >;?as  peculiarly  bloody.  General  Clairfait 
had  chosen  his  position  near  Ruremonde  with  so  much 
judgement^  that  the  French  appeared  to  be  squander* 
ing  lives  with  unavailing  profusion;  and  their  attack 
must  have  remained  an  everlasting  monument  of  their 
rashness  and  folly,  had  the  wings  of  the  Austrian  army 
exhibited  as  much  courage  and  discipline  as  the  cen^ 
ire;  but  at  the  moment  when  Clairfait  thought  him-« 
self  certain  of  complete  success,  be  was  informed  that 
his  wings  were  forced,  and  making  a  hasty  retreat, 
Tbe  French  soon  afterwards  gained  possession  of  Co^  * 
logne  and  Bonn. 

C^evecoeur  having  surrendered  without  firing  i^ 
shot,  tbe  republicans  became  masters  of  tbe  inuuda- 
tioos  which  constituted  the  principal  strength  of  Bois- 
le*duc.     They  wer^  however^  meditating  a  siege^ 
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the  comiDADder^  on  the  lltb  of  Octobef,  made,  a  to* 
luptary  surrender^  obtainiog  for  his  garrjsoo  p^jrmia-^ 
BioD.to  retire  into  Holland.  The  Dutch  had  als# 
abandoned  fort  St.  Andre;  but^  being  negligently  oc- 
cupied by  the  governor^  it  was  retaken  by  lieutenant-^ 
general  (afterwards  Sir  Ralph)  Abercrorobie^  an4 
proved  a  material  impediment  to  the  further  opera* 
tions  of  the  republicans. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  the  duke  of  York  vrU 
again  assaultedj  and  compelled  to  retire.  In  this  en« 
gagement  a  corps  of  the  duke's  infantry  mistook  a 
body  of  the  French  for  a  party  of  friends^  and^being; 
thus  surprizedi  suffered  a  vejy  heavy  loss. 

The  duke  of  York  next  established  his  head-quarr 
ters  at  Ardheim^  and  the  French  prepared  to  besiege 
Nimeguen:  many  skirmishes  took  place  in  front  of 
this  towp;  and  the  British  troops  under  major-general 
de  Burgh^  now  earl  of  Clanricarde^  made  a  spirited 
sortie^  and  got  temporary  possession  of  the  works  of 
the  besiegers,  defeating  them  with  great  slaughter* 
This  did  not^  however,  avert  the  fate  of  the  place:  the 
French  opened  batteries  on  the  town  and  bridge;^ 
which  sunk  several  of  the  boats;  and  had  the  bridge 
been  destroyed,  the  whole  garrison  must  have  beea 
taken  prisoners.  The  duke  of  York  therefore  ordered 
the  British  troops  to  pass  the  bridge,  leaving  pickets 
under  major-general  de  Burgbi  who  with  great  diffi- 
culty also  effected  a  retreat.  The  whole  Dutch  gajri- 
son  were  taken  prisoners,  November  8.  In  the  mean 
time,  general  Laurent  had  made  himself  master  of 
Venloo;  Kleber  took'  Maestricht;  Coblentz  and 
Rheinfeld  yielded  to  the  right  wing  of  the  army  of 
the  Sambre  and  Meuse;  and  Mentz  alone  remained  in 
possession.of  the  allies  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
Upon  the  evacuation  of  Nimeguen,  the  British  army 
went  into  cantonments  along  the.  Waal,  and  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Lech.  The  weather  was  unusually 
severe,  the  troops  sickly,  and  fatigued  with  the  severe 
duty  of  maintaining  a  cordon  of  strong  piquets  along 
the  WmI  from  Bommol  on  the  rights.  VKh^  they 
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Joined  the  Dutch,  to  Parmeran  on  the  tetk,  where  they 
concnttDicated  with  the  Austrians.  After  thus  re*- 
tiribg  into  winter^quarters,  the  duke  of  York  quitted 
the  army  on  the  6th  of  December  to  return  to  En* 
gland,  and  the  command  devolved  on  genefal  Wal- 
moden. 

General  Pichegru,  who  had  been  some  time  absent 
0n  account  of 'ill  health,  again  resumed  the  command; 
but  the  campaign  would  have  been  considered  at  an 
«nd,  bad  not  a  frost  of  uncommon  severity  set  in,  and 
enabled  the  French  to  gain  unforeseen  advantages. 
The  Dutch  government,  which,  it  is  said,  had  relied 
on  an  inundation  as  the  last  means  of  defence,  saw  with 
mUrm  the  impediment  opposed  by  the  weather,  and 
solicited  peace;  but  the  French,  elated  with  the  pros* 
pecC  of  conquest,  and  encouraged  by  the  powerful 
democratic  part^  in  the  country,  rejected  the  terms, 
though  replete  with  advantage;  and  even  refused  an 
armistice,  which  was  required  for  the  purpose  of  bo-n 
gociatioB.     They  took  possession  of  the  island  of 
Bommel  and  fort  St.  Andre ;  and,  on  the  27th  of  De- 
cember, 1794,  six  hundred  men  crossed  the  Waal  near 
Tujl,  the  ice  being  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  whole 
raiments  of  cavalry,  with  the  heaviest  cannon.   They 
soon  gained  the  post  of  Tiel,  and  were  about  to  be 
supported  by  a  very  large  force ;  hot  a  detachment  of 
British,  Hessians,  and  emigrants,  under  geperal  Dun- 
das,  attacked  them  with  irresistible  impetuosity,  and 
forced  them  to  re- pass  the  river,  with  great  loss  of 
men  and  four  pieces  of  cannon.     Undismayed,  how- 
ever, by  this  check,  a  large  body  of  French  again 
crossed-  the  Waal  near  Bommel,  on  the  4tb  of  Ja-> 
nuary,  1795.    General  Dundas,  after  a  smart  skirmish 
at  Geldermalsen,  fell  back  upon  Beuren,  and  it  was 
lesolved  to  take  a  position  behind  the  Lech;  but  a 
sudden  thaw  renewed  the  hopes  of  the  allies,  and  or- 
ders were  issued  for  taking  advantage  of  it  by  a  com- 
bined attack.    Unfortunately,  the  frost  recommenced 
with  increased  severity;  the  orders  which  had  been 
(iven  could  not  be  retracted  ia  tine;  and  an  actioo 
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was  fought  near  vEldermassen^  io  which  the  itllied 
troops^  particularly  the  British^  suffered  constderahljr^ 
every  afficer  in  the  27tb  regiment  of  foot  being 
wounded. 

The  repubh'cans^  hairing  completed  their  arrange* 
taents^  again  crossed  the  Waal  on  the  10th,  and  at« 
tacked  several  points  at  the  same  time.  One  column 
passed  at  Panneren,  and  another  at  Ghent>  but  were 
re|>ulsed;  a  third  crossed  near  Nim^uen,  and«  in  con- 
junction with  two  columns  which^had  passed  between 
xiel  and  Dodewaert,  attacked  the  whole  British  line 
on  that  side.  The  Austrians  had  abandoned  Heusden^ 
and  passed -the  Lech;  and  the  Hanoverians^  with  ge- 
neral Coates's  brigade^  consisting  of  the  40tb,  59tb» 
and  79th  regiments^  were  obliged  to  fall  back  on 
Lent.  The  French  had  all  their  troops  on  the  oppo<« 
site  side  of  the  river^  and,  on  a  signal  given^  they 
crossed  at  once  in  great  numbers,  and  attacked  general 
Coates's  brigade.  The  40tfa  and  79th  regiments  were 
placed  about  half  a  mile  in  the  rear,  close  to  a  wood^ 
and  the  59 tb  was  left  to  engage,  and  try. to  draw  them 
into  the  ambuscade;  but  a  strong  column  of  the 
French  forced  their  way  between  the  59th  and  the 
main  body.^  On  their  falling  back  on  Lent,  they  found 
it  in  possession  of  the  republicans,  and  in  consequence 
retired  across  the  Lingen,  where  they  maintained  them- 
selves behind  the  /river,  near  Elst.  The  French  by 
this  movement  obtained  possession  of  Buren  and  Cu^ 
lembourg,  and  prepared  to  besiege  Gorcum,  whicfa^ 
from  the  Strength  of  its  works,  and  the  facility  of  in* 
undatioii,  had  been  considered  as  the  key  and  bulwark 
of  Holland.  It  was  the  head- quarters  of  the  stadt* 
bolder ;  but  the  frost  rendering  resistance  imposnble, 
be  quitted  the  untenable  fortress,  and  with  his  fa- 
mily and  suite  sought  an  asylum  in  England,  where 
»  ihey  became  immediate  objects  of  royal  benevolence, 
and  were  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  their  rank 
and  misfortunes;  A  pension  was  offered  to  the  stadt- 
iMiMer  by  the  king  of  England,  and  apartments  were 
assigned  bim  in  the  palace  of  Hampton  Court.    The 
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itodUiolder  escaped  from  Scbeveling  in  a  fiiBhing-boat^ 
ODtbe  I5tb  of  January^  1795. 

At  the  time  the  French  troops  crossed  the  Waal, 
general  Bonneau  left  the  environs  of  Breda^  and  at*- 
tacked  6ertru}deoburg.  The  British^  finding  them- 
«lves  unable  to  maintain  their  position  in  Utrecbt; 
letreated  towards  Westphalia^  after  sustaining  a  severe 
attack  all  along  their  line,  from  Arnheim  to  Ameron-^ 
gen.  The  province  of  Utrecht  now  entered  iota  it 
separate  capitulation  for  itself^  receiving  the  French, 
with  great  satisfaction;  while  the  retreating  army  of 
tbe  British  was  treated  with  every  indignity.  The  in-" 
tensity  of  the  winter  increlised  the  miseries  &f  the  re- 
treating army,  and  produced  scenes  of  distress  which 
can  never  be  reflected  u{)on  without  anguisb  and  com^* 
miseration. 

«  A  minutie  ^detail  of  the  subsequent  proceedings  of 
tbe  French  armies,  would  be  little  more  than  a  geo- 
graphical description  of. their  passage  through  the 
United  Provinces,  and  a  repetition  of  uniform  acts  of 
submission  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch.  Gertruyden* 
berg  having  surrendered,  the  whole  province  of'  Hol- 
land followed  the  example  of  Utrecht,  and  the  French 
were  received  in  Amsterdam,  on  the  20th  of  January, 
with  every  mark  of  friendship.  General  Bonneau's 
division^  passing  the  lake  of  Biesboch,  took  possession 
#f  Dordrecht,  Rotterdam,  the  Hague,  and  HeWoet- 
sluys;  and  General  Macdonald  entered  Naerden.  The 
province  of  Zealand  having  also  capitulated,  the  light 
troops  marched  into  North  Holland,  and  added  to  the 
wonders  of  the  campaign  tbe  unprecedented  eircum-* 
stance  of  taking  a  fleet  at  tbe  entrance  of  the  Zuyder^ 
acee  by  land-forces,  and  artillery  planted  on  tbe  ice*.  ^ 

Overyssel,  Groningen/and  Friesselbnd^  w«re  stMl  in 
possession  of  the  British;  but,  diminished  as  they  wer6 
in  numbers,  hostile -as  were  the  Dutch  towards  themj 
and  immensely  superior  in  force  as  w^r6  tbe  French^ 

*  The  freesing  over  of  the  Zqydeniea  was  .a  •cinSoiastsiifll 
irhich  had  not  hajppeoed  for  more  than  a  hundred  yeai^f  before!  . 
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their  situation  coiild  bot  be  long  tenable.  A  thai^ 
having  commenced  in  February,  the  depth  of  water 
rendered  the  passage  by  the  usual  route  impracticable; 
and  the  French  under  Macdonald  having  taken  a  po- 
sition between  Canipen^  ZwoU,  and  Deventer^  while 
Moreau  occupied  Kutcher,  general  Abercrombie  be- 
came apprehensive  that,  in  case  of  attack,  his  retreat 
would  be  cut  off,  and  therefore  withdrew  his  troops 
from  the  advanced  posts,  and  marched  to  Bentheim  by 
way  of  Enchede  and  Velthuysen.  The  British  head- 
quarters were  moved  first  to  Osnaburgh,  and  after- 
wards to  Diepholt;  the  republicans  being  every  whefe 
received  by  the  United  States  as  friends.  The  pro-^ 
irince  of  Westphalia  was  occupied  by  forty  thousand 
Prussians,  to  protect  their  frontier  along  th6  Ems; 
while  the'  remains  of  the  British  forces  marched  t6 
Bremerleche^  where  they  embarked  for  England. 

Before  the  retreat  of  the  English  was  effected,  a 
great  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  alliance  against 
France.  The  king  of  Prussia  received  1,200,0001.  in 
Sterling  gold  from  Great  Britain  to  proceed  in  the  war 
with  vigour,  at  the  very  moment  that  he  negociated  A 
separate  peace  with  France.  Thus  did  Frederic- Wil-i 
liam  king  of  Prussia,  the  most  ardent  and  2ea1ou!( 
promoter  of  the  war^  secede  from  the  grand  alliance^ 
and  acknowledge  the  republic  of  France. 

After  the  surrender  of  Utrecht,  when  thcf  stadt- 
holder  abandoned  his  country,  and  the  success  of  the 
French  republican  aritiy  was  so  great  that  nothing 
could  withstand  their  impetuosity,  many  of  the  Dutch 
tied  from  theii*  native  country,  and  sought  refuge  id 
Enelatid,  wher^  they  were  received  with  politeness 
And  hospitality.  The  Dutch^  who  bad  viewed  the 
English  with  an  unfriendly  eye  since  the  revolution  iiit 
Holland  in  1787>  appeared  ta  be  highly  pleased  at 
Ibis  alteration  in  their  affairs.  They  now  treated  thd 
firiffsli  troops  with  contempt  and  illiberafity,  and  vrerd 
Hat  disposed  to  alleviate,  by  any  act  of  kindness  or 
compartioD^  the  suffering^  of  the  wounded^  or  the  dis- 
tressed of  the  fugititesj  whd  with  great  difficulty  had 
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effected  their  retreat  to  Bremen,  after  a  long  and  se** 
rere  exercise  of  patience  and  fortitude.  The  United 
Provinces  being  now  in  possession  of  tbe  French 
forces,  were  revolutionized  on  the  French  modeU 
under  the  name  of  the  Batavian  Republic. 

The  successes  of  *the  French  in  Europe  were  ren- 
dered additiooallj  important  bj  the  profi:ress  of  the  rer 
publican  artns  in  tbe  West  Indies.  The  English^  while 
relying  with  security  on  the  certainty  of  their  con«> 
quests,  were  surprized  by  the  arrival  at  Guadaloupe 
of  two  frigates,  two  fifty-fours,  and  two  transports,, 
with  about  fourteen  hundred  troops.  Tbe  command 
l¥as  given  to  a  military  officer,  under  tbe  superintenr 
dance  of  Victor  Hugues,  a  deputy  on  mission;  but^the 
general  dyin^  soon  afterwards,  the  sole  command  de- 
volved on  Victor  Hugues.  At  tbe  period  of  his  arri*- 
Tal,  June  3,  1794^,  general  Thomas  Dundas  was  ex^ 

Siring  in  the  yellow  fever,  which  had  also  made 
readful  ravag)BS  among  his  troops;  and  the  people  of 
Guadaloupe  were  generally  disaffected  towards  the 
English.  Tbe  French  effected  a  landing  at  Grande* 
terre;  and,  being  joined  by  swarms  (tf  the  people  of 
colour,  while  many  royalists  abandoned  the  English 
standard^  they  carried  fort  Fleur  d'Epee,  after  being 
twice  repulsed. by  lieutenant-eolonel  Drummond;  and 
Point  a  Pitre,  being  considered  untenable  after  this  v 
event,  was  evacuated  by  tlie  English. 

Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  were  at  St* 
Christopher's,  preparing  to  sail  for  England,  when  in* 
telligence  of  the  above  disasters  arrived.  They  ioHne- 
diately  repaired  to  Guadaloupe,  and  a  detachment 
under  brigadier-general  Dundas,  major  Ross,  and  ma- 
jor Magan,  attacking  the  French  with  great  spirit  at 
their  post  at  Berville.  put  them  to  the  rout,  and  dri-  • 
Ting  them  into  the  water;  many  perished,  while  a  few 
aaved  themselves  by  swimming  across  the  harbour  to 
Point  a  Pitre.  Sir  Charles  Grey,  however,  finding  it 
impossible  to  effect  anything  further  at  that  season^ 
re-embarked  his  artillery^  and  strengthened  his  posts 
at  Basseterre^  intending^  if  suitable  reinforcements  ar-^ 
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lived,  to  renew  his  efforts  after  the  liurricane  seasoiK 
Id  the  mean  time  he  retired  to  Martinique,  yvheve  t 
banditti,  uncheciced  by  a  sufficient  force,  had  com^ 
menced  terrible  depredations. 

The  French,  f  n  the  mean  time,'takiDg  advantage  of 
a  dark  night,  embarked  a  strong  detachment  of  troops 
ft  Poiiita  Pitre  and  Fort  Louis,  and,  eluding  the  Bri-  ' 
tish  shipping,  effected  two  separate  landings  on  Basse- 
terre. Every  exertion  was  made  to  fortify  the  camp 
at  Berville;  but' the  numbers  and  resolution  of  the 
French  enabled  them  to  seize  Bay  Mahault  and  Petit 
Bourg,  while  the  English  took  post  at  a  battery  called 
Point  Bacchus.  The  republicans^  at  length,  after  se« 
Teral  severe  engagements^  drove,  by  means  of  gun- 
boats, the  English  shipping  from  the  harbour  of  Petit 
Bourg,  stopped  the  communication  between  the  camp 
and  fleet,  anid  finally  (October  4)  compelled  general 
Graham,  who  commanded  at  Berville,  to  accept  terms 
of  capitulation*  The  British  general  vainly  essayed 
to  include  the  French  royalists  in  the  articles ;  his  hu- 
manity eouldonly  save  twenty-five,  whom  he  sent  in 
ft  covered  boat  on  board  the  Boyne;  while  three  hun- 
dred, who  fell  into  the  hands  of  their;  countrymen, 
were  devoted  to  destruction,  and  sacrificed  without 
remorse.  Fifty  fell  by  the  guillotine;  the  remainder 
weve  tied  together,  by'the  order  of  Victor  Hugues, 
and  placed  ou  the  brink  of  the  trenches  they  had  so 
valiantly  defended,  in  order  to  he  fired  upon  by  the 
Mwest  recruits  in  the  French  service,  by  way,  as  it  was 
said,  of  enuring  them  to  become  good  marksmen.  fh6 
weight  of  the  killed  and  wounded  drew  those  who 
were  unhurt  into  the  trench,  which  was,  by  throwing 
in  of  earth,  immediately  converted  into  a  grave,  where 
the  killed,  the  wounded,  and  living,  all  shared  one 
common  destiny ! 

Basse-terre  was  now  the  only  place  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  £ngli§h,  an^' towards  that  Victor 
Hugues  directed  his  overwhelming  force,  burning  in 
his  way  the  beautiful  seats  of  the  royalists,  and  laying 
waste  their  plantations.     Sir  John  Jervis  and  general 
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Preseott  uied  tbeir  utimmt  exerttom  to  defend  Burner 
terre,  (hough  without  muck  hope  of  success^  as  their 
troops  were  still  diminish iug*,  and  the  royalists  and  mi-* 
litia  went  over  to  the  French.  Under  all  these  dhuid* 
vantages  the  defence  was  continued  for  mora  tban  a 
month;  but  at  length  it  became  necessary  to  evacuate 
this  untenable  {M>sttion^  more  espeeially  as  the  troepa 
were  wanted  to  defend  other  islands,  where  the  morta- 
lit;  had  been  no  less  dreadful  tban  in  Guadaloupe. 
The  evacuation  was  executed  with  the  utmost  judges 
nient  on  the  night  of  December  10>  1794;  while  the 
iPrencb  were  so  coQipletely  ignorant  of  the  movement^ 
that  they  continued  their  cannonade  till  two  o'clock 
the  ensuing  morning; 

'  As  at  no  other  period  of  the  war  was  the  extent  of 
tiie  French  conquests  so  great  as  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1794»  it  may  not  be  improper  to  insert  a  brief 
recapitulation  thereof.  The  success  of  the  arms  of 
the  re{iublic  had  put  into  their  possession,  the  ten  pro-^ 
vioces  of  Brabant,  Antwerp,  Mechlio,  Limbourg/ 
Luxembourg,  Namur,  Hainault,  Artois,  Gambresis« 
and  Flanders,  formii^  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  and 
formerly  subject  to  the  emperor  of  Germany. — 'The 
seven  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  Zealand,  Fries^ 
land,  Groningen,  Overyssel,  Guelderland,  and  Utrecht^ 
^  forming  tbe  Dutch  nation,  and- lately  subject  to  the 
stadtholder.c— The  principality  of  Liege,  with  the 
oities  of  Li^e  and  Spa,  lately  subject  to  the  prince 
bishop,  as  sovereign  of  that  country. — The  bishopric 
of  Spires,  with  its  chief  city,  lately  subject  to  itsr  so* 
¥«reign  bishop.«^-*The  bishopric  of  Worms,  lately  sub- 
ject to  its  sovereign  bishop. — ^The  duchy  of  Deux 
Fonts,  formerly  subject  to  the  elector  palatine. — 'All 
the  electorate  of  Treves,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Ilbine,  with  the  chief  city  of  tbe  electorate,  and  the 
city  of  Coblentx. — AH  the  electorate  of  Cologne,  on 
tbe  south  side  of  the  Q.hioe,  with  its  chief  city* — AH 
tbe  electorate  of  Mentz,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Rhine. — AH  the  dominions  of  the  elector  palatine  on 
the  south  of  the  Rhine,  with  Manbeim  the  chief  city. 
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«^The  duefay  of  Juliers,  with  its  chief  city^  Atx^U^* 
iCbapeile^  fornerly -subject  to  the  elector  palatioe.^*^ 
The  duchy  of  Cleves,  with  the  cities  of  Cteves  and 
Wezel^  formerly  subject  to  the  king  of  Prussia.^-^Ia 
the  south,  the  duchy  of  Savoy*  with  its  chief  city 
Cbamberry,  formerly  subject  to  the  king  of  Strdiqiak 
*-^Thectty  and  county  of  Nice,  formerly  subject  to 
Sardinia. — The  principality  bf  Monacho,  formerly 
subject  to  its  sovereign  prince. — ^In  Spaio«  the  greatest 
part  of  the  rich  provinces  of  Biscay  and  Catalonia^ 
with  (heir  important  garrisons,  cities,  and  foonderieSi 
i^— To  which  may  be  Mded,  what  more  4naterially  af^ 
fects  England,  the  whole  Dutch  navy,  with  the  im* 
inense  stores  of  Holland,  the  depot  of  Europe.-~The 
whole  of  these  countries  is  calculated  to  co^ntain  a  po* 
pulation  of  thirteen  millions  of  souls;  so  that,  by  these 
Additions,  the  whole  population  of  the  French  repub^ 
lie  amounted  at  that  period  to  the  enormous  number 
ef  thirty-nine  millions  of  people,  being  half  as  many 
more  inhabitants  than  France  possessed  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities. 

The  campaign  of  1795  was  commenced  under  cir^ 
eignstances  widely  different  from  those  which  pre*^ 
ceded.  The  French  arms  were  triumphant  in  every 
quarter;  the  grand  alliance  was  broken;  and  several 
states  which  had  beheld  the  republican  government 
with  abhorrence,  were  now  leagued  with  it  in  bonds 
of  alliance.  The  grand  duke  of  Tuscany  had  made 
his  peace  before  Prussia;  and  Holland,  completely 
subdued,  evinced  her  politics  by  taking  up  arms  ia 
favour  of  the  French.  The  defection  of  Holland  was 
followed  by  that  of  the  king  of  Spain,  who,  on  the 
23d  of  July,  1795,  concluded  a  peace  at  Basle.  This 
treaty  was  facilitated  by  a  change  in  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid,  where  the  duke  of  Alcudia,  a  new  minister, 
afterwards  known  by  the  title  of  Prince  of  the  Peace^ 
presided,  and  acted  on  principles  directly  hostile  to  the 
interests  of  the  allies.  The  treaty  was  sufficiently  hui 
miliatiu^  to  Spaioj  who,  in  compensation  for  the  town^ 
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restored  by  France^  yielded  up  ber  portion  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo^  (  which  the  Spaniards  bad  poso- 
Be«sed  ever  since  the  time  of  Columbus^)  and  her  pos- 
sessions, on  the  continent  of  North  America. 

A  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between  the  French 
republic  and  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  on  the 
2Sth  of  August,  on  condition  that  he  should  lend'  no 
more  troops  to  Great  Britain  fov  the  prosecution  of 
the  war.  It  is  not  a  little  singular^  that  peace  was 
concluded  with  the  elector  of  Hanover  (who^  as  king 
of  Great  Britain^  was  the  most  active  member  of  the 
confederacy  against  the  French  republic)  at  this  pe^ 
riodj  upon  similar  terms. 

Another  treaty  at  this  time  on  foot^  ended  in  the  li- 
beration of  the  last  remaining  descendant  of  Louis 
XVI.  After  tbe^'death  of  Louis  the  dauphin,  the 
rulers  of  France  ventured  to  dismiss  their  fears;  and 
the  convention  passed  a  decree,  that,  so  soon  as  the 
minister  at  war  and  deputies  delivered  up  by  Dumou-f 
rier,  or  who  had  by  other  means  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  allies,  should  be  restored,  the  daughter  of 
Louis  XVI.  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  emperor  of  Germany  to  re^* 
ceive  her,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Bourbon 
family  should  be  at  liberty  to  quit  the  republic.  After 
a  considerable  time  spent  in  negociation»  she  was  coo* 
Teyed  to  Basle,  and  there,  Dec.  25,  1795,  surrendered 
into  the  hands  of  her  friends;  and  the  republic  gained 
in  return  for  this  last  wreck  of  royalty,  Bournonville^ 
Camus,  Bancal,  Quinette,  and  Lamarque,  who  had 
been  seized  by  Dumourier;  Drouet,  the  post-master 
of  Yarennes;  and  Semonvilie  and  Maret,  who  had 
been  arrested  under  equivocal  circumstances,  by  order 
^f  the  governor  of  Milan.  The  princess-royal  of 
France  was  received  with  the  utmost  cordiality  at  the 
imperial  court,  and  the  archduke  Charles  offered  her 
his  band.  .But  this  splendid  offer  could  not  divert  the 
mind  of  the  young  princess  from  that  which  she  con- 
sidered her  duty,  the  accomplishment  of  a  promise 
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made  by  her  parents  to  the  count  d'Artois^  in  conse^ 
queoce  of  which^^she  was  married  to  bis  son^  the  duke'> 
d'Aogoul^me. 

The  cause  of  royalty  excited  again  those  Gommo- 
tions  in  La  Vendee  which  the  republicans  hoped 
either  to  have  totally  suppressed,  or  at  least  pre- 
vented from  re-appearing  for  a  considerable  period* 
The  peace  made  with  the  people  of  La  Vendee  in 
a  moment  so  critical  to  France  was  considered  only 
aa  a  matter  of  policy;  and  the  republican  writers  ad- 
mit, that  certain  men>  who  were  accustomed  fo  regard 
those  provinces  as  condemned  to  everlasting  proscrip* 
tton,  shewed  but  little  delicacy  in  observing  the  terms 
of  paci6cation.  Urged  by  repeated  wrongs,  and  io- 
spired  by  hopes  of  ultimate  success,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ancieqt  provinces  of  Brittany,  Poitou,  Maine,  An- 
jou,  and  Normandy,  suddenly  reared  the  standard  of 
revolt;  Charette  commanded  the  Vendeans;  the 
Chouans  and  other  royalists  were  led  by  Joseph 
count  de  Puisaye,  who  held  a  commission  from  Louis 
XVin.  brother  of  the  late  unfortunate  king;  and  was 
assisted  by  Stofflet,  Scepeaux,  Sapineau,  and  many 
others.  Vitre  and  Grandchamp  were  their  general 
places  of  rendezvous ;  but  they  seldom  appeared  as  ao 
army.  They  confined  themselves  to  surprizes  and 
skirmishes,  in  which  they  were  frequently  successful^ 
•Ad  did  great  injury  to  the  republicans. 

Charette  published  a  spirited  manifesto^  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1795,  declaring  the  cause  of  his  proceedings; 
which  was  reinforced  by  one  from  M.  de  Puisaycj 
who  promised  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  would 
speedily  send  to  the  assistance  of  the  insurgents  an 
army  composed  of  French  troops,  French  officers  and 
soldiers  who  had  for  four  years  fought  for  their  kiog.^ 

It  was  coofidenily  expected,  and  the  time  was  pe^ 
cttliarly  favourable  to  such  an  exertion,  that  England 
would  interfere.  The  emigrants,  many  of  whom  had 
long  been  fed  by  the  bounty  of  the  British  natioo^ 
panted  for  an  opportunity  to  assert  in  arms  the  cause 
to  which  they  were  devoted*    7he  English  prisoQ% 
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were  crowded  with  French  captiTet,  many  of  whofll 
professed  an  ardent  desire  to  join  in  an  expedition  to 
be  headed  by  the  princes  and  nobles  of  their  own 
country.  The  English  navy  rode  triumphant  in  the 
Channel,  where  lord  Bridport  had  recently  defeated 
the  French  fleets  and  taken  three  ships  of  seyenty-four 
guns*  Although  no  sea* port  was  in  possession  of  the 
insargenls,  the  English  fleet  found  no  difficulty  io  ef- 
fecting a  landing  of  three  thousand  troops  at  Quibe* 
ron,  on  June  27>  1795.  A  body  of  republicans  who 
opposed  tfaeni  were  easily  dispersed ;  and  it  is  said  that 
the  iDsorgents,  apprized  of'the  time  and  place  of  hind* 
log,  favoured  the  operation  by  seizing  an  important 
battery^  and  breaking  down  the  bridges  which  would 
enable  the  republicans  to  unite  their  corps.  Count 
d'Hervilly,  ( who  had  honourably  distinguished  him^ 
self  on  the  10th  of  August,  1792, )  commanded  the 
emigrants;  and,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of 
the  country,  advanced  some  distance  from  the  place 
of  landing*  Great  numbers  received  clothing  and  ac^ 
coQtrements,  and  hopes  were  entertained  of  establish* 
Sng  a  formidable  army.  The  emigrants  gained  pos-< 
session  of  Auray,  and  were  masters  of  a  small  tract  of 
COTHitry  between  the  lake  of  Auray  and  that  of  Ker* 
gouricb>  to  the  high  road  leading  from  Autay  to 
Henoebond.  They  also  captured  fort  Penthievre,  with 
six  hundred  men^  whom  they  sent  prisoners  to  tho 
British  fleet. 

General  Hocfae  cookiianded  the  republican  troops 
in  this  quarter;  but,  considering  his  force  insufflcienty 
Ike  retreated  to  Morbiban,  and,  evacuating  several 
towns,  halted  in  the  midway  to  Rennes.  8o6n  the  ar-' 
Mul  of  reinforcements  enabled  him  to  adopt  ofl!bd6iy6 
operations^  so  that  the  emigrants  were  com}iened  ttf 
evsLcoate  Auray,  and  fall  back  to  the  peniftsola  of 
Qoiberon,  onder  the  gum  of  fort  Penthievre.  Tto 
ftinoipal  aim  of  the  republican  general  was  to  straitetf 
tbeir  quarters^  as  be  had  no  hop^  of  taking  the  potfi«« 
tion  they  occupied  by  assault;  but  an  act  of  treachery 
Mabled  kioi^  ik  contert  a  plaft  of  Mt^k  wbkh  wa^ 
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ero^oed  with  soceest.    l?oine  refiublican  priaooera^ 
vfho  had  volunteer^  hi  the  expedition,  ha?ing  de;- 
•erted,  uodertook  to  guide  the  republicans  bj  an  al- 
most impassable  route  to  Fort  PeothieTre,  the  defence 
of  wBicb  was  ii^udiciously  entrusted  to  men  of  their 
own  description.     The  enterprize  was  commenced  on 
a  most  tempestuous  ntgbt>  July  28,  by  a  detachment 
<af  three  thousand  men,  ynd^r  generals  Humbert,  .Wat- 
teau,  and  Menage.     An  attack  was  made  along  the 
sea-coast,  where  the  English  gun-boats,  kept  up  so 
ga}Iiog  a  fire,  that  the  assailants  were  on  the  point  of 
retreating,  when,  to  their  great  astonishment,  the  tri- 
coloured  flag  was  seen  flying  on  the  top  of  the  fort. 
Tbis  cliange  was  efiected  by  a  division  of  three  hun- 
dred men  under  Menage,  who,  marching  up  to  their 
middle  in  water  through  a  tempestuous   sea,    and 
climbing  from  rock  to  rock,  had  reached  tl^e  fortresSj 
tcaled  the  walls,  4iid,  assisted  by  the  treachery  of  some 
iodividuaU  in  this  garrison,  made  themsejyes  masters 
of  it,  after  putting  all  who  resisted  to  death. 

Nothing  now  remained  to  impede  the  attack  of  the 
republicans  on  the  remaining  force  of  the  royalists. 
The  Chouans,  lyith  M.  de  Puisaye  a^  jiheijr  bead,  had 
embarked  in  tbe  flat-bottomed  bo^ts,  and  were  carried 
to  other  parts  of  La  Vendie,  where  they  dispersed 
themselves  among  their  friends.  The  emigrants, 
headed  by  llhe  young  comte  de  Sombreuil,  protected 
tbe  re-embajkatipn  of  the  aged  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, who  had  attended  the  expedition,  and  then  pre- 
pared to  sell  their  lives  as  dearly  as*  possible.  The 
English  brougljt  off  as  tnany  as  could  reach  the  ves- 
sels, amounting  to  about  nine  hundred,  out  of  upwards 
of  three  thousand,  of  tbe  men  who  bad  sailed  from 
E^land,  and  fifteen  hundred  of  the  inhabitants.  A 
portion  of  their  force  had  already  laid  down  their 
arn^s  and  gained  the  republican  ranks,  protesting  that 
they  had  only  joined  the  royalists  througji  compul- 
sion. Hoche  was  rapidly  advancing*  and  bad  obliged 
Sombreuil  and  his  followers  to  retreat  to  an  isolated 
rock,  vijience  many  threw  themselves  into  the  sea,  and 
Yoi^I.    No,  XL  2H  pe- 
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perisbed  in  a  Tain  dffbrt  to  reach  the  shipping.  The 
remainder  (about  four  thousand  in  number)  beings 
exposed  to  extreme  danger,  desired  to  capitulate; 
but  Hocbe  would  only  promise  that  they  should  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  if  the  convention  should 
approve  that  indulgence.  To  this  conditional  en« 
gagement  they  were  compelled  to  submit.  Their  sub*^ 
mission,  however,  availed  them  but  little:  they  were 
tried  by  a  military  commission,  and  doomed  to  be 
shot;  a  sentence  which  was  executed  on  all  who  were 
captufed,  clergy  as  well  as  laity,  and  even  on  young 
Sombreuil  himself. 

'  After  this  disaster,  Charette,  Stofflet,  and  PuisayCj 
vainly  endevoured  to  excite  the  Vendeans  to  new  ef- 
forts. Puisaye  was  obliged  to  quit  the  country;  Gha« 
rette  and  Stofflet,  after  maintaining  a  hard  conflict  at 
the  head  of  a  few  followers,  and  harassing  perpetually 
the  armies  of  the  republic,  were  finally  defeated,  taken 
prisoners,  and  shot  at  Nantes,  in  pursuance  of  the  ver- 
dict of  a  military  commission*.    The  British  arma« 

ment 


*  M.  Charette,  the  celebrated  leader  of  the  French  royaKsts  ia 
La  Vendue,  was  born  at  Machecoold,  near  Nantz,  about  the  year 
1764 ;  where,  on  the  lOth  of  March,  1792,  he  set  ap  the  royal 
standard,  and  proqiaimed  Loois  the  Scteateenth;  himself  being 
then  only  twentj-eight  years  of  age.  He  had  been  brought  up  to 
the  sea,  and  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the  re? otution,  a  lieu* 
tenant  in  the  royal  na?y«  His  army  consisted  at  first  of  a  rude 
and  hardy  race  of  men,  called  Chouans,  who  took  that  name 
from  three  sons  of  a  blacksmith  of  the  name  of  Chonan,  near 
Fougeres.  These  men  had  been  for  many  years  no  better  than 
highway  robbers^*  who  sheltered  themscl?es  in  the  vast  forests  of 
La  Vendee,  and,  as  they  increased,  they  supported  themselres  bjr 
smnggling ;  but  now,  deeming  the  present  a  good  opportunity  for 
enriching  themseWat  by  ploaderi  they  joined  the  royal  standard 
under  tl^  guidance  of  Charette.  The  rugged  face  of  the  country^ 
full  of  impenetrable  woods,  interspersed  with  bogs  and  swamps, 
always  afforded  the  Chouans  and  their  banditti  a  secure  retreat; 
and,  under  the  sanguinary  government  of  Robespierre,  so  man/ 
flew  to  the  woods  for  safety,  and  joined  the  Chouans,  that  they 
sgon  amounted  to  thirty  thousand  strong ;  they  committed  dread, 
ful  depredations  on  the  neighbouring  districts;  and,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  other  fogitives^  their  numbers  became  prodigiously  aug* 
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^tniit  remained  on  tbe  coast  so  long  as  a  probability 
appeared  of  serving  tbe  canse  io  which  they  were 

em- 


inented»  Chareite  himself  was  a  person  of  a  very  different  descrip* 
tion,  but  in  the  cause  of  royalty  a  perfect  enthusiast.  The 
proposals  which  he  made  to  the  three  Chouan  chiefs  were  eagerly 
accepted,  and  he  was  speedHy  at  the  head  of  a  ifumeroiis  aiid 

£)werful  army,  whom  he  endearoured  to  restrain  from  pillage* 
is  forces,  howerer,  for  the  most  part,  were  relentless  and  san« 
guinary ;  which  may,  in  some  measure,  account  for  the  craellles 
exercised  orer  them  by  the  republicans  when  they  got  them  in 
their  power. 

It  is  an  absolute  fact,  that  from  the  bogtnoing  of  the  retolntiona. 
ry  war.  In  no  part  whatever  were  the  battles  fought  with  greater 
4>bstinucy,  nor  was  more  blood  spilt  by  tbe  contending  armies^ 
than  In  La  Vend^s.  Many  dreadful  conflicts  on  the  frontiers  be- 
tween  the-  French  and  the  allies  were  but  slcirmishes  compared 
with  those  that  took  place  in  this  part  of  the  country,  l^he  ori. 
gin  of  the  Chouan  army  gave  risa  to  the  stigmatising  appellation 
of  Brigands  (robbers).  Scarcely  did  a  single  action  talte  place 
in  La  Vendue,  in  which  one  or  other. of  the  contending  atmies 
was  not  almost  wholly  destroyed.  The  battle  of  Mortagne  cost 
both  sides  thirty  thousand  men :  in  that  of  Saumnr  ten  thousand 
t^pablicans  were  killed,  and' fifteen  thousand  made  prisoners ;  and 
in  that  of  Mons,  the  royalista  left  fifteen  thousand  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle,  while  the  loss  of  the  republicans  was  estimated  at 
twelve  thousand.  Reports  made  to  the  directory  stated  that  the 
war  in  La  Vend^  cost  the  republic  .near  two  hundred  thousand 
men.  The  failure  of  the  expedition  to  Quiberon,  in  which  Great 
Britain  took  an  active  part,  gave  a  death  blow  to  the  exeHions  of 
Charette;  and  his  subsequent  defeat  at  St.  Chris  to  pher's^  by  Tra« 
Teauz,  put  an  end  to  the  Vend6an  war,  and  hasten^  his  fate» 

The  peasants  who  escaped  from  the  action  at  St.  Christopher^ 
abandoning  him  entirely,  he  remained  with  about  forty  knen,  who 
wotold  not  quit  him,  .either  l>ecause  they  were  deserters  from  the 
republican  army,  or  because  they  were  determined  not  to  break 
the  oath  they  had  taken,  not  to  leave  him  in -any  iextrcmity.  Cha- 
rette now  came  io  the  resolution  of  taking  refuge  in  the  woods^ 
out  of  which  he  never  ventured  more^  The  republicans  who  pur- 
aued  him  marched  in  small  columns  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  men, 
beating  about,  particularly  in  the  forests  of  Jauvoye,  of  Grala, 
the  woods  «f  Des  Efiarts,  and  all  those  that  exist  in  the  commune 
of  Legen  His  great  knowledge  of  the  country  often  contributed 
to  save  him,  no  less  than  the  excellent  system  of  tactics  which  ha 
bad  adopted,  fie  knew,  by  means  of  his  spies,  the  place  at 
which  his  pursuers  were  to  halt  for  the  night.  The  next  morning 
he  watched  the  moment  of  their  departure^  and  the  road  they 
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employed.   At- lengthy  the  Fretich  goverament  faatriiii^ 
again  conciliated  the  iimirgetotSj  add  formed  a  new 

treaty 


took,  and  in  that  maimer  followed  fhein  till  they  halted  again ;  so 
that  when  they  bcliered  they  had  bim  in  front  of  them,  he  wan 
alflk)^  alwnyft  in  their  rear.  It  sometimes  happened  that  they 
pi^r&uedhim  a  whole  day  ib  the  forests  of  Jauroyc,  without  being' 
ible  to  discoTer  him,  altboagh  perfectly  sure  he  was  there;  while 
the  only  way  he  took  to  escape,  was  by  keeping  the  same  path  m 
they.  The  peasants  always  concealed  him,  some  out  of  fear,  and 
f>tbbrs  from  a  principle  of  attachment.  Gharetie,  howcTcr,  was 
become  exceedingly  cruel,  eren  towards  those  who  bad  done  him 
OsseoCial  serrices;  and  has  many  times  been  known  to  mnrder  the 
peasants  who  were  ploughing  their  grounds,  lestrtbej^  shonlU  bo- 
tray  him  and  point  out  bis  route.  In  the  commune  of  St.  Hi* 
iaire,  near  Paluan,  he  put  to  death  with  his  own  hand,  the  father, 
top  kon,  and  the  $on.in*law,  merely  upon  sospiciun  I  The  dreacK 
ful  crttelties  dommitted  by  the  Chouans  in  La  Vendue  upon  the 
republicans,  may  serve  as  a  colourable  excuse  for  the  murdets 
committed  by  order  of  Carriere  after  the  Chouan  army  was  do* 
atroyed.  Charette,  finding  erery  thing  was  lost,  now  grew  ox* 
cieedingiy  melancholy ;  and  the  idea  of  his  destruction  ioeessaotly 
haunted  h^  mind.     A^  length  his  eril  destiny  overtook  him. 

A  republican  column  was  returning  to  tbeir  cantonment  at  the 
C^ha^eau  dePont-de-tiC)  neair  the  town  of  Poires,  four  days  after 
they  had  left  It,  in  order  to  procure  provisions,  and  take  a  Utlie 
lest,  when  two  horsemen,  vpon  the  look  oot,  saw  the  i^eam  of 
orhis- break  through  the  trees.  Of  this  tHey  immediately  infononl 
the  g^aerat^  who  adraHiccd,  withoot  losing  a  moment,  at  (he  head 
of  a  few  troopers  he  had  with  him,  and  soon  perceived  that  It  waa 
the  band  bf  Charette^  wbith  was  defiling  two  abreast  across  a  heath 
of  small  )0Xteat.  The  general  rode  thrOagh  the  two  ranks,  in  order 
to  discoret  if  their  chief  was  among  tdem ;  while  they,  more  eager 
to  save  than  to  defend  themselves,  fired  only  two  or  three  shot, 
which  took  nd  efiect.  The  general  ordered  the  infantry  to  at- 
tack them,  wheki,.  ont  of  thirty^sevea,  only  four  escaped.  Tha 
cavalry  being  dispersed  along  the  diiferent  roads  in  search  of  tho 
principal  chief)  a  young  man  without  arms,  and  in  tho  livery  of  a 
servant,  was  perceived  by  two  horse  chasseurs  coming  out  of  a 
morass.  They  rode  up  to  him,  and  requested  him  to  tell  them 
where  Charette  was  to  be  found.  The  young  man  at  first  denied 
bjiving  seen  him,  but  a  few  strokes  of  the  sabre  made  .him  confess 
that  the  renowned  commander  of  tho  royalists  was  in  the  vory 
morass  that  he  had  just  left.  The  chasseurs  immediately  rode 
back  to  convey  this  information^  to  the  general,  who  ordered  threo 
or  four  soldiers  to  search  the  suspected  place;  and  at  last  Charetto 
Iras  discovered  by  a  oorporal  of  the  chasseurs;    Traveaux  also 
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treaty  of  peace,  Dec.  ^1,  1795,  the  British  fl^et  re- 
tired to  the  shores  of  Eogiand. 

The  na?al  affairs  of  the  year  1795  were  disastrous 
to  the  cause  of  France.  Early  iu  the  year  the  exer* 
tious  of  a  squadron  commanded  by  lord  Bridport 
(formerly  sir  Alexander  Hood)  was  attended  with 
brilliant  success.  That  able  officer  attacked  the  Freneli 
with  an  inferior  force,  and  would  probably  have  cap* 
tured  or  destroyed  the  greater  part  of  their  fleet,  if  the 
engagement  had  been  more  distant  from  the  land ;  but 
it  occurred  near  Fort  TOrient,  and  they  were  eooser 

Suently  favoured  by  the  fortifications  of  the  place, 
^fter  aa  action  of  almost  four  hours,  three  of  their 
ships  struck,  and  were  secured  in  spigbt  of  all  tba 
dangers  of  a  leenihore. 

The  above  engagement  was  soon  followed  by  ano- 
ther^ alike  honourable  to  the  British  navy.    Vrce* 


perceived  him,  and  gare  orders  that  not  a  shot  shomid  be  fijeed* 
Tb»  corporal  caught  bold  of  hiih  by  the  skirts  of  bis  jacket,  and 
endearoured  to  stop  him;  but  Chaste,  who,  at  that  fatal  mo* 
ment  had  lout  bis* customary  presence  of  mind,  kept  running,  and 
dragged  the  corporal  after  him,  till  he  came  to  a  hedge,  oter 
which  he  attempted  to  leap,  bnt  fell  into  the  midst  of  It,  and  vas 
taken  out  in  a  state  of  insensibiiltj ;  being  entirely  exhausted  by 
his  long-continued  efforts  to  effect  his  escape.  After  a  little  wa^ 
ter  had  been  thrown  in  his  face,  he  reco? ered  his  senses,  and  tha 
first  words  he  uttered  were,  ^^  Whose  prisoner  am  1 1'*  *'  Tnu 
▼eaun,'*  was  the  answer.  <<  So  much  the  better,^  said  bet  **  he  is 
the  only  man  worthy  to  take  me."  He  was  armed  with  a  ear« 
bine  and  two  pistols,  which  he  had  discharged  In  the  prevlons  ae* 
tion.  As  he  was  too  weak  to  walk,  he  was  put  on  a  horse,  and 
cooducted  to  the  Chateau  de  Pont-de-Tie,  where  he  passed  the 
nighf  In  the  generors  room,  under  a  strong  guard.  He  ate,  and 
con? ersed  all  the  night ;  and,  in  ihort,  supported  that  diaracter 
of  fortitude  which  he  had-  acquired  in  sa  many  trying  situattcatft. 
The  next  day  he  was>  takea  to  Sc  Angers,  whence  he  waa  con«^ 
▼eyed  to  Nailtz,  and  there  tried  and  shot.  Before  his  puQishmeat,. 
the  executioner  asked  him  if  he  would  permit  him  to  tie  a  bandage 
0ver  fits  eyes.  «<  No,"  answered  Charette ;  •^  I  have  looked 
death  Often  enough  in  the  face  to  be  able  to  brare  him*'^  It  la 
(aid  that  general  Traveaux  asked  him  why  he  had  not  emigratec^ 
when  he  had  found  an  opportunity;  and  that  Charette  answered^ 
^I  had  sVom  to  put  the  king  upon  the  throne,  or  perish  in  the  at- 
tempt.    I  hare  kept  my  oath." 
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adoiirgl  Hetbani  pursued  to  the  toast  9f  Genoa  t 
French  fleets  whicb  bad  bailed  from  Toulon  with 
troops  intended  for  the  recovery  of  Corsica,  and  bad 
captured  one  of  bis  detached  ships.  With  great  dif- 
ficulty he  brought  the  French  to  a  partial  engage- 
ment, on  the  14th  of  March,  and  took  two  sail  of  the 
Une;  but  be  lost  one  of  the  ships  of  bis  van,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  damage  she  received  in  the  action. 

As  vice-admiral  Cornwallis  was  cruising  with  a 
British  fleet,  near  tfae  Penmarks,  of  eight  ships,  in^ 
eluding  frigates,  he  descried  a  fleet  of  thirteen  sail  of 
Freoeb  line  of  battle  ships  and  fourteen  frigates.  On 
the  27th  of  June,  the  large  ships  of  the  French  came 
iip^  in  succession,  and  slightly  fired  upon  some  of 
Cornwallis's  vessels.  A  more  serious  attack  was  made 
upon one^which  bad  fallen  to  leeward;  but,  even  in 
this  ship,  it  is  said  that  not  a  single  mail  was  killed; 
though  some  were  wounded.  Bisfore  sun-set  the  firing 
ceased*;  and  the  timid  French  admiral  tacked  and 
stood  off.  The  British  fleet,  by  the  exercise  of  a  small 
degree  of  courage  and  dexterity  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  might  have  been  brought  to  a  general  action; 
but  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that  their  dominion  is  not 
OD  the  ocean :  and,  as  they  declined  the  risk,  it  would 
have  been  an  act  of  desperation  in  admiral  Cornwallit 
to  have  attempted  to  encounter  a  force  so  greatly  su- 
perior to  his  own.  The  seamen  on  board  his  fleets 
however,  -perceiving  the  timidity  of  the  French,  were 
eager  to  engage;  but  the  admiral's  opinion  was  very 
different:  he  thought  it  better  to  preserve  his  men 
and  his  ships,  rather  than  ribk  an  engagement  with  a 
fleet  three  times  the  force  of  bis  own. 

Id  the  month  of  July,  a  French  fleet  was  again  at^ 
tacked  by  vice-admiral  Hotham,  and. a  ship  ofconsi-^ 
derable  force  was  taken  from  them;  but  this  ship 
shortly  after  blew  up,  an.d  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  crew  perished. 

After  some  intervening  captures  on  both  sides,  the 

French  recovered  a  ship  of  the  line,  and  took  thirty 

sail  of  a  valuable  English  fleet  returning  from  the 

.    r       .  -  Medi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TSB  WARS.  PROM  THE  FBBNCH  RlSVOLimOlT.       S47 

Mediterranean.  They  also  made  prize  df  a  part  of 
the  Jamaica  fleet;  and^  indeed^  both  in4his  and  the 
preceding'  jear^  the  Britiah  trade  siifiered  greatly  froia 
their  attacks;  while  their  own  vessels  escaped,  for  thtf 
most  part^  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  tba  British 
cruizers  and  privateers. 

The  campaign  on  the  Rhine  and  the  frotnti^rs  of 
Italy,  during  the  year  1795,  did  not,  however^  pro- 
duce events  bo  important  as  might  halve  been  expected. 
The  slate  of  the  Freoch  finances,  the  agitations  and 
distractjons  which  embarrassed  the  government>  and 
the  numerous  uncertainties  attending  newly  acquired 
power,  prevented  more  vigorous  exertion.  The  sue* 
cesses  of  the  protracted  champaign  of  1794%  had  un-* 
doubtedly  greatly  weakened  their  armies^  the  neces** 
sity  of  keeping  up  such  a  large  force  in  Holland  at 
would  enable  them  to  carry  their  schemes  into  the 
fullest  effects  weakened  their  disposable  forces  for  tba 
field;  and  they  had  no  hopes,  until  peace  with  Piu$^ 
aia,  Sj^ain,  and  other  powers,  limited  their  operations 
to  fewer  quarters,  of  being  able  to  carry  on  effectual 
hostilities  for  another,  year.  The  Imperial  comman- 
ders, on  the  other  hand^  were  equally  weakened  bf 
the  length  of  the  campaign,  and  the  looses  they  ans* 
tained  in  the  various  actious ;  the  cabinet  of  Austrift 
was  divided  by  jarring  counsels;  and  (hose  who  were 
most  patriotic  in  their  viewa  for  the  good  of  the  em^ 
pile,  were  filled  with  consternation  at  the  successes  of 
the  French,  and  the  defection  of  the  king  of  Prussia. 
.  Generals  Jourdan  and  Pichegru,  ^ho  stilt  torn* 
manded  on  the  Rhine,  proceeded^  after  some  uni&H 
portant  skirmishes,  to  press  the  siege  of  the  strong 
town  of  Luxembourg,  which  was  garrisoned  by  ted 
thousand  men  under  mareschal  Bender.  As  no  sue* 
oours  could  arrive,  the  maresclTal  capitulated  June  7, 
1795,.  a  more  early  period  than  was  expected ;  but 
obtained  for  his  garrison  permission  to  retire  into  Ger* 
many^  on  condition  of  tfot  serving  again  till  exchanged. 
Mentz  alone  remained  in  possession  of  the  Austrian^ 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine;  but  the  rcpublicana 
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were  Dot  yet  able  to  spare  a  sufficient  force  for  ibe  iih 
TesimeDt.  A  loog  period  of  inaction  ensued ;  at  the 
end  of  which  the  republicans  under  Jourdan  suddenly 
crossed  the  Rbine^  and  attacked  Dusseldorf.  The 
Austrians^  struck  with  surprize  and  alarm  at  this  vin^ 
expected  movement^  abandoned  the  citjr,  and  retreated 
towards  the  Lahn,  where  general  Clairfait,  who  com- 
nanded  this  diyision^  was  joined  by  a  considerabTe 
force.  Soon  after  Jourdan  had  effected  the  passage 
of  the  Rhine,  Pichegru  also  passed  near  Manfaeim^ 
and  having  taken  that  city>  the  French  became  mas* 
ters  of  a  sufficient  tract  of  country  to  under&ke  the 
siege  of  Mentz.  The  Austrians  placed  their  chief 
hopes  on  a  junction  to  be  effected  betweeo  the  armies 
of  Clairfait  and  Wurmser.  To  impede  this,  Pichegru 
rave  battle  to  the  latter  general,  Sept.  25,  1795^  and 
had  gained  the  victory;  b^it  his  troops  having  dis-^ 
persed  themselves  in-every  direction  in  quest  of  plon* 
der>  the  defeated  Austrian  cavalry  turned  on  the  late 
victors,  killed  a  great  number  of  itaenj  and  drove  the- 
remainder  into  Manhaim. 

In  the  mean  tirae^  Jourdan,  according  to  a  pfaii 
previously  arranged,  had  crossed  the  Maine,  and  in- 
vested Mentz  on  the  right  side  of  the  Rhine,  But 
•Clairfait,  having  received  reinforcements,  fell  suddenly 
OA  his  rear,  captured  bis  artillery,  and  obliged  him  t» 
raisin  the  blockade,  reeross  the  Maine,  and  retreat  to 
Dusseldorf ;  while  his  rear  was  constantly  barrassed 
by  the  victorious  imperialists.  Pichegru  was  a)so». 
^liged  to  retreat  to  the  other  sidr  of  the  Rhine, 
leavii^  a  strong  garrison  in  Manheim,  and  hoping  t<r 
reinforce  the  camp  before  Mentz  sufficiently  to  resisi 
the  Austrian  army.  But  before  he  ctfuld  arrive  the 
fate  of  the  day  was  decided:  the  French  were  routed; 
their  artillery  taken,  and  they  with  difficulty  effected 
a  retreat.,  The  victorious  armies  now  forming  a  junc-? 
tion,  retook  the  Palatinate,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  country  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Moselle.  On 
the  other  hand>  Pichegru  effected  a  junction  with 
Jourdan;  but  their  utmaat  fs^orts  could  iiot  prevent 
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rliicr  Eooapiure  of  Mtidieira;  though  they  tmpfidad  a 
;p»>J£ci4£i^C8ied  tryth^imperulistA  for  penetrating -to 

On  tbef  siie  of  Ifaljr,  preparatioii  Tiither  tfaan/aGtioii 
4aDiarked>  the  ptAgsuB  of  .the  .year.    Seherier  hai  gaipdl 
«OfD«Julyarit»^  in  Uie  straits  near  Ihe^riTer  of  Po^ 
9cate.    Tkdypekot  vfUM  Spakk  gave  ^aaoq  ta  hope 
for  ample  reinforcements;  and  the  republicans  were 
10  posieasioo  o£  ^li  the  saoimiis^of  the  Alps;  £rbca\the 
borders  of  tb^imkeof  Geneva  to. the. eonbtvuif  flicB. 
Both  pariim  were  occupied  in  streogthediog  their  pd- 
attions;..the  Ftrench.at  Borghetto  and  Alben^a,  their 
^popeols«ai  Dego;  while  gptiefal  Dewiosi  extended 
J[iiaxe4oiuhA94>ffer  the  hetgHta;  which  coyer  Bavoda  and 
,¥ado*;.  'Meainwfaile  Genoa^  placed  in  tim'xrentrer^ 
IwitsUtiw,'  mraaattoeoe  of  oootiaual  negeciation^  <and 
itbe;.go.ve!rQiBeQt  was.  Ihieatened  by  all  parties;  the 
ports  were  blockaded  by  an  English  fleet,  and  all:pro- 
fviitafls. dfiatined  for  tiie  arq^y  of  Italif  intercepled. 
%h&  Ftftnah  sA  length:  (jprniinated  the  sospence  in 
"whicbi Aeyfwe^e  tovolMd,  by  fiinmltadcionttbe  vt^hole 
Ausfifiaiidiale>'i£Qr:the  purpose  •f^xpeHjqg^btm  from 
tbe.HjrcaMQBe»tfarritory/  ;  Tbistnqasurejiras  reaolsfed  in 
aii^Hineil  of  .vite  heU  ^Alhenga;  apd  the  sepobli^ 
fianB  weie  «ocaiKaged  in  their  iteolution  by  a  kno^W'- 
ledge  that  the  Austrian  army  bad    aufifered  nsoch  . 
through  aickneas.     The  grand  attack  was  niade  in  the 
▼alley  of  Loaao^^on^the  23d  of  October;  apd^  after  a 
^copiest'iiriiiob  lasted  from  six  iaibe.mornii^  till  five 
in  the  pv«niflg^  ithe  Aufitriaos  .were  xonpipl&d  to  ve^ 
iceat  up  on  Garesio/  with  (he  loss  of  eight  thousand 
aep  killed  aad.  priaoners.  *  The^^  next  My* the  action 
was  renewed,'  and  th^  Amtriang.wcse  df iveb^  towafds 
Savona  and.Bagoiano.  .  Dewins  endeavoared  to  pi^ 
vail  on  the  senate  of  Genoa  taidcAiver  idto.his  handa 
ihe  fortress  of  Savona;  but,  on  their  refusal,  he  was 
obliged  to  pass  the  straita^  la  Bochetta,  to  effect  his 
tetieat  on  the^side  of  Acqtii.     The  French  (hud  eb<^ 
tained  possession  of  I^kPietra,  Loano,  f  iofalef, '  Vado^ 
and  considerable  magazines  wlijcb  the  ^^u^^triand  bad 
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amasied  io  Ssvosa;  but  their  trants  impelled  tiiem  to 
the  moat  waoton  aod  diserderlj  acts  of  rapacity  and 
plunder^  which  disgraced  both  the  French  name  and 
&eir  victory.^  The  Austrian  army  of  Italy  being  thua 
overthrown^  die  emperor  sent  a  reinforceniient  of  tweiH 
4y*fiTe  thonsadd  meo«  and  the  courts  of  Turin  tic 
thousand^  under  genesal  CoUij  to  defend'  the  Appen* 
nines. 

At  lengths  after  many  difficulties,  an  armistice  for 
ftrea  months  was  agreed  to  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
]796>  andj  though  the  stipulations  were  not  expressly 
extended  to  Italy,  the  season  compelled  the  obser- 
Taace  of  a  truce  in  that  quarter.  Sanguine  hopes  were 
entertained  that  a  general  pacification  was  on  foot; 
"but  the  French  had  only  a  temporary  scheme  in  vieWj 
which  was  still  more  to  weaken  the  alliance  formed 
against  them,  by  detaching  the  king  of  Sardinia  from 
the  common  cause. 

In  the  mean  time,  vigorous  exertions  were  adopted 
by  the  government  to  keep  the  armies  on  iSb»  sdert, 
and  to  stimulate  the  people  to  furnish  cheerAilly  the 
jiecessaiy  supplies.  On  the  SSd  of  June,  179&,  Missy 
d'Aoglas  brought  up  the  rep6rt  of  the  ^emmittee^ 
containing  the  plan  of  a  new  constitution.  It  b^ai^ 
like  the  former,  with  a  declaration  of  the  ri^ts  of 
man;  and  enacted  laws  to  regulate  the  territonal  pos^ 
sessions  of  the  republic,  the  political  state  of  its  citi^ 
zens>  tbe.primary  assemblies,  the  electotal  assemblies, 
the  legislktive,  the  executive  powers,-  the  municipal 
bodies^  tfae  judicial  authority,  the  public  forces,  pu^blic 
instructioo,  the  finances,  foreign  treaties*  the  mode  of 
revising  or  amending  the  coostitotiQn;  aod,  lastly,  «| 
^enactment,  that  no  imnk  or  superiority  should  exist 
among  citizens,  but  such  as  might  arise  from  the  ex« 
eRsise  of  public  fuMlions  ^. 

.  :  On 


*  %  tlu8  coik^  ereryjnsn  bom  aod  reddent,  who^  after  the 
ugfi^  pt  tweoiyvone^  should  l^ve  in^cril^  his  name  io  a  dric  re^ 
gister,  aod  afterwards  Hved  a  year  on  the  territoiy  of  the  republit^ 
and  paid  a  direct  coatribatipo^  or  who  had  made  a  campaign  in 
*  th^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


taB  WAtt^  FROM  TtttS  tttafCB  Ht^TQWriOV.       35» 


Qntbe.SSd  of  August^  this  cowtUoftion  was  de* 
dared  to  be  complete,  and  ordained  to  be  transmitted 

to 


file  service  of  the  repablic,  without  paying  any/oontribotion^  was 
declared  a  cUisen.  Foreigners  acquired  the  same  rights,  bjresidini;. 
in  FrsBce  serea  years  after  making  a  declaration  of  an  intention 
to  settle  there,  proTided  they  paid  a  direct  contribution,  possessed 
a  rtial  property  or  agricultural  or  commercial  establisjiment|  or 
aiarried  a  French  woman.    The  rights  of  citizenship,  on  the  con« 
trary,  were  lost  by  naturalization  in  a  foreign  country;  s^Iiatiott 
-srkfa  any  foreign  corporation  which  supposed  distinction  of  birth^ 
or  reqoired  religions. tows;  by  accepting  fanctions  or  pensions 
from  a  foreign  goTemment;  or  by  condemnation  to  corporal  pn* 
nishment.    These  rights  were  suspended  in  the  persons  of  mad* 
men,  bankrupts,  and  their  heirs  who  retsiued  their  property^ 
kired  sertants,  ^bse  under  accusation,  or  under  jsentence  of  cott* 
tnmacy;  and  adtlzen  residing  seten  snccessiTe  years  odt  of  the 
Serritory  of  the  republic  without  mission  or  ieare,  was  to  be  re« 
puted  a  foreigner.    No  man  could  be  inscribed  on  the  citic  regis* 
fer  so  as  to  obtain  the  title  of  dtizetij  unless  he  could  read,  t^rlte^ 
and  exercise  a  mechanical  or  agricultural  profession;  but,  in  fa- 
vour of  tkepreMnr  generation,  a  proviso  was  adcled,  that  this  ar- 
ticle should  not  operate  till  after  Uie  twelfth ^year  of  the  republic* 
Frimarv  assemblies  were  to  be  composed  ot  citiseos  domici- 
liated in  the  same  canlon,  in  number  four  hundred  at  least,  and 
nine  hundred  at  most;  Ho  one  was  to  appear  in  anus,  and  tho 
talidily  of  tMr  operations  was  to  be  referred  to  the  legislatire 
body  alone.    Those  assemblies  were  to  accept  or  reject  the  con- 
stitution proposed  to  them,  and  to  make  the  elections  which  be- 
longed to  them  in  tirtue  of  its  decrees.    Each  primary  assembly 
was  to  nominate  one  elector  from  erery  two  hundred  citisetis  to 
Tote  In  the  eleeiarai  mssembUesj  to  which  no  man  was  competent 
who,  besides  the  qualifications  necessary  to  a  French  citizen,  did 
not  possess  property  or  a  Taluabie  lease,  eqniraleut  to  the  pro- 
duce of  a  hundred  and  fifty,  or  in  some  cases  two  hundred,  da^e* 
iabour.    These  assemblies  were  to  meet  on  the  9th  of  April  in 
each  year,  to  terminate  in  ten  days,  and  in  that  time  to  elect 
members  of  the  legisfatiTe  body,  the  court  of  annulment,  high  ju- 
rors, administrators  of  departments,  oiBcers  of  the  Criminal  and 
judges  of  the  dril  tribunal. 

ne  legislatire  body  was  to  be  ccunposed  of  a  (SoumH  of  elders 
and  a  council  office  httndted^  the  members  of  which  could  hold  no 
^Uic  function,  lave  that  of  archiTist  of  the  republic.  Each  body 
bad  a  right  4>f  pc^ce  oter  its  own  members,  but  could  not  pro- 
nounce a  more  serere  sentence  than  censure,  arrest  for  eight  days, 
or  imprisonment  for  three.  The  sitlMgs  were  to  be  public ;  gie 
votes  generally  taken  by  sitting  and  rising  up ;  but  in  cases  of 
emelnominaL  the  rotes  of  indifiduals  were  to  be  secret. 
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to  the  i^imarf  assemblies  for  tlieir  ajipr^batidti. ,  fiut 
prerious  ta'  fttis -redolutiotr,  the  niajadt^f  of  the  cdn- 

veotioa 


'tk6  mcmberB  of  the  council  of  five  hundred  weie^  for  t^e  ];»re- 
sent,  to  be  adiiii^ted  ai.twenty-fi?e  year^  of  age;  bu((  after,^h^  jr^ar 
£^re»  of  the  rcjjpablic,  they  could  not  sit  unless,  i^ey  were  thirty. 
They  were  fo  propose  laws,  whiph  were  to  be  read  three  times  a| 
iAfci^aTs  of  ten  days,  apd  printed  and  distributed  iwadiays  befoi'fts 
the seconcf  reading;  those  which  were  rejected  could;  Qot.be.fa^ 
proposed  Irf  less  than  a  year,  but  propositions  recognised  i^  ox*, 
gfent  were  exempt  from  these  regulations.,  -i,;    ■  .    .  . 

*^he  couhcii  of  elderly  or  anciezUSp,  was  composed  of  two  hun^ 
dred  and  fifty  men,  aged  at  least  forty,  married  or  widowers,  an4 
domiciliated  in  the  republic \^u ring,  the  preceding  fift«eo  years,^ 
They  were  to.  approve  or  reject  the  resolutions,  of  the  fifumcilo^ 
^ve  hundred,  and,  like  them,  tp.read  the  laws  three  times,  at  in-v 
terTals  of  fire  days ;  and  resoIutionsVejected  by  them  ^ould  not  bm 
re-introduced  till  after  the  expiration  of  a  year. 

The  executi?e  power  was  delegated  to  a  directory  of.^e  mem* 
ifersy  nominated  by  the  J^islative  body,  performing  the  functions: 
of  an  electoral  assembly  ip.tbe  name  of  the  natioii.  The  councii 
of  five  hundre^  was  to  form,  by  secret  ballot,  a  list  of  ten  time% 
the  numbers  .of  tli^(ilrcctory  to.  be  nominated,  ^nd  present  It  to 
tj>e  Council  of  etd^s^.  iiho^w^eife  to  cfioose,  bj.  secret  ballot  also^ 
out  of  the  list.  i,        •  -  '  . 

The  constitution  regulated,  .tlie  administrative  ai^d  municipal- 
bodies,  fi](c4  the  judicial  power,^  directed  the  administration  of 
justice  to  be  gratuitous,  appointed  juries  in  criminal  cases  some- 
what similar  to  thegr^nd  and  petty  juries  in  England,  but4irected 
their  votes  to  be  tSikea  by  secret  ballot,  and  provided  a  tribunal  oC 
apnufmcnt.  .. 

For  public  instruction  pr^piary  schools  were  esta|>lishe4;  bo^ 
tbe  republic  provided  only  fgr  the, lodging  of  the  instructors,  an4 
superior  s^chools,  at  the  ra(e  pf  one  for  two  depiutavents.  ^  na«^ 
tiohal  institute  was  also  founded,  charged  to  collect  valuable^ 
discoveries,,  aiid  improve  the  arts  and  sciences  for  the  whole  re* 
public. 

Finally,  t}iis  new  constitution  declared,  that  the  nation  wonid* 
it!  no  case  suffer  the  return  of  the  French  who,  having  abandoned 
their  country  since  the  15th  of  July,  1789,  were  not  compre^ 
bended  in  the  exceptions  made  to  the  laws  against  emigrants ;  and 
interdicted  the  legislative  body  from  creating  new  exceptions  upoiir 
this  point.  The  property  of  emigrants  was  irrevocably  confis«i 
cated  to  the  benefit  of  the  republic.  The  French  nation  pro«» 
claimed  also,  as  guarantee  of  the  public  faith,  that  after  an  adjo« 
dicatioQ  legally  completed  of  national  property,  whatever  mighl 
bavebeeti  its  origin,  thp  legitimate  holder  could  not  bedispossesse^ 
of  it;  but  a  person  reclaiming  it  mighty  if  there  were  reason,  be 
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wntioti  had  broagbt  forward  tbe  grahd  measure  by 
%hich  they  meant  to  provide  for  their  own  safety/ and 
the  safety  of  their  friends  and  adherents,  againsC  the 
Ishange  which  the  public  opinion  had  undergone  con^* 
ceroing  them.  They  decreed,  that  at  the  appr6kch<» 
in$  general  election,  the  electorial  bodies  should  be 
bound  to  choose  two-thirds  of  the  new  legisTa^re 
from  among  the  members  of  the  present  convetttton,; 
and  they  afterwards  decreed,  that,  in  default  of  the 
election  of  two-thirds  of  soch  members,  the  conved-] 
tion  should  then  fill  up  the  vacancies  themselves. 
These  decrees  were  transmitted,  along  with'  the  con^ 
atitution,  to  the  primary  assemblies,  to  be  accepted  ot 
rejected  by  them.  Many  of  the  primary  assemblies 
understood,  that  they  could  not  accept  of  the  consti* 
tutioD  without  accepting  along  with  it  the  ikw  for  the 
re-election  of  the  two-thirds.  The  point  had,  in  all 
probability,  been  purposely  left  under  a  certain  de- 
cree of  ambiguity;  and  as  the  people  were  now  weary 
of  this  convention,  they  acquiesced  in  any  conditions 
that  gave  them  the  prospect  of  one  dhiy  getting  quit 
6f  it.  But  mt  Paris,  and  in  the  neigbbouring  depart* 
thenfs,  where  the  subject  was  more  accurately  investi- 
^ted,  thov  public  disapprobation  of  the  convention 
displayed  itself  with  great  vehemence.  There  was 
indeed  something  extremely  auk  ward  in  the  decree 
about  the  re-election  of  two-thirds  of  the  convention. 
At  the  meetings  of  the  sections  of  Paris,  the  law  for 
the  re-election  was  rejected  with  contempt,  and  it« 
absurdity  demonstrated  with  much  acrimony.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  debates  which  now  took  place,  the 
minds  of  men  werci'gradualty  inflamed,,  and  it  became 
obvious  that  a  political  convulsion  was  kt  band.  Odi 
one  side,  the  convention  took  care'  to  publish  AiSlf 

indemnUied  bj''the  natiooal  treasury;  and  they  committed  tTiS 
deposk  of  the  present  constitution  to  the  fidelity  of  the  legislatifd 
body,  of  the  executire  dlrectorv,  of  the  adhhilstrAtors  and  judges  | 
to  the  Tigilaooe  of  fathers  of  famiUes ;  to  wires  and  to  mothers  % 
to  the  alfeciioiis  of  tho,  yjof\og  citizen^i  and  to  the  pourago  of  al{ 
the  French  people." 
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the  approbatipp  of  the  decrees,  along  w^th  tbo  conaUi 
tatioo>  by  tbe  majority  of  the  primary  assemblies,  b^ 
most  of  which  tbe  two  had  beeo  coofounded  and  ac-t 
cepted  Id  the.gross.  Its  committees  also  called  i^ 
the  troops  for <  its  pcotectipa.  Oo  tbe  other  hand,  thq 
lapguage  of  the  sections  became  every  day  more  vio«* 
leojt  and  inflammatory* 

Much  anxiety  prevailed  on  both  sides.  Numerous 
deputfttions  were  sent  from  the  sections  to  the  cooven« 
tioD  to  remonstrate  against  the  noxious  decrees.  Bui^ 
the  eagerness  with  which  these  remonstrances  were 
made^  served  only  to  convince  more  strongly  the  mem* 
l^ers  of  the  convention  of  the  danger  to  themselves  as 
individuals  which  would  attend  a  resignation  of  their 
power,  and  confirmed  the  resolution  they  had  taken 
to  retain  it  The  sections,  indignant  at  this  new  as^ 
sumption  of  self-created  power,  prepared  to  decide 
the  dispute  by  arms.  But  tbe  first  step  taken  by  them 
was  ill-concerted.  A  notion  was  propagated,  that  as 
soon  as  tbe  priipary  assemblies  erections  had  chosen 
the  electors  who' were  to  choose  the  members  of  the 
new  legislature,  the  national  sovereignty  became  vested 
in  these  electors,  and  that  they  had  a  right  to  assume 
the  government  in  their  various  districts.  Accordingly^ 
about  one  hundred  of  the  electors  of  Paris  assembled 
in  the  hall  of  the  French  theatre  in^  the  suburb  St. 
Germain,  previous  to  the  day  of  meeting  appointed 
by  the  convention.  Having  chosen  De  Nivernois 
{formerly  the  duke  de  Nivernois)  their  president,  thejr 
began  their  debates.  The  convention  was  alarmed, 
and  instantly  sent  a  body  of  the  military  to  dismiss  the 
tneeting  as  illegal.  This  was  easily  accomplished,  as 
the  citizens  had  not  been  unanimous  with  regard  to  it, 
|tnd  no  measures  were  taken  for  its  protection.  Not« 
withstanding  this  first  advantage  on  the  side  of  the 
convention,  the  sections  bad  a  very  different  opinion  of 
its  power,  and  imagined  themselves  secure  of^ultimate 
success.  In  every  political  contest  that  had  occurred 
since  the  commencement  of  tbe  revolution,  the  im-^ 
tnense  population  of  the  capital  had  given  a  decisive 
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-inperiority  to  the  fitctioQ  ^bose  side' it  egpoDsed; 
iTbe  citt^ebs  also  re^rded  wffli^^indiflference  the  arIO^ 
'force  with  which  the  conventidii  hail  surrounded  1f^ 
^f^  from  t  notion,  whicl^  thej  fondly  ^rttertainigdy 
that  the  milftary  would  in  no  ease  be  brought  to  act 
against  (he  people.  The  contentioU  itself  entertained 
some  jealousy  upon  this  head>  and  did  not  accoOnf  tfr* 
fielf  entirely  safe  under  the  protection  of  the  soldien^* 
It,  therefore^  had  recourse  to  a  new  ally^  and  called  fa 
4he  aid  of  those^  very  Jacobins  whom  it  had  almoft 
crushed  on  the  24th  of  May.  Several  hundreds  of 
ibem  were  'dismissed  from  the  prisons^  where  they  had 
%een  confined  since  the  two  last  insurrections,  mxA 
4hey  were  now  put  in  requisition  to  defend  the  legii^ 
lativebody.  !•:  ;' 

The  sections  of  Piti^iB  beholding*  the  cdnvention  siSfW 
rounded  by  these  fragments  of  the  Mountain  party/abd 
by  men  once  the  unrelenting  agents  of  the  government 
of  Robespierre,  liow  denominated  f^^rror/^tt;  or  itien 
4Jf  blood,  their  ardour  for  action  became  unbounded. 
^JFhey  assembled  in  arms  at  their^  different  sections  4ia 
the  12th  Teademaire  (Oct.  4, 1795) ;  and  the  design 
of  their  leaders  wa^  td  seize  the  menibers  of  the  ton^ 
tention>  afkd  impri^n  them  in  4he  churSH  of  (he 
Quatre  Nations  till  they. could  be  brought  to  trial. 
As  this  would  occasioti  a  vacancy  in  the  government^ 
it  was  resolved  that  all  affairs  should  be  conducted" by 
eommittees  of  ibe  sections^  till  a  new  legislature  conhl 
lie  appointed.  General  Miranda^  a  Spaiaiard^  a  nathre 
<Ff  the  Gariiccasin  Sooth  America^  who  bad  served  id 
the  repniblican  armies/ was  to  be  named  to  the  chief 
fonraand  of  the  armed  force  after  the  overthrow  of 
the  cohtentioa.  As  he  entertained  solkie  doubts  of 
their  success^  however,  he  adopted  the  timid  policy  of 
avoiding  the  storin^  by  retiring  from  the  city  fill  the 
combat  should  be  finidhed^  resolving  to  return  imme» 
dlately  on  its  conclusion^  to  share  the  reward*  moH  the 
triumph  of  victory.  'Fhe  convention^  in  the  mean- 
timcj  resolved  to  strike  thfe  Utit  blow.  For  this  pur* 
pose  they  sent  Mepoo  tathe  section  of  LePelletier  to 
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4wpei3e.  (he  cithtm^  whose  greatest  force  mw  aMei»* 
i\tfii  thef^.  Bpl;  Mencfu;  disliking  the  service  which 
hp  was  eonploi^ed  to  perforn,  instead  of  proceed  iog  tt» 
t^oib  began  :to  oegpctate  with  the  leadeirs  af  the  seo- 
liOM^  »od  spent  .the  whole  day  in  fraitleasiciHiferei^. 
:.  The  aectioos  op  their  side  afppoiiited.  gpoeral  Dmiw 
e^n,  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  wvagaiast 
^^  lojaiists  of  Ia  Vendee,  to  act  a^.tfafic^^iUitacy 
^sider.  The  eonveaUooA  on  heing  inforined  of  these 
Mifiaratienafoir  iinmediiaitehoatiUty,  diraiissAd  }M[efM>tt 
JRaflfetj;a|]4:soa]^ others^  fromtheir statJtonf^.qiaKl  gaj^ 
the  chief  comoiaiid  of-tbe  trpapa  to  Bar-fas^';  He  lAr 
mdi^tely  selected  i^.tariety  ft  ah|e  oflicei^  t9  ftssirt 
JbiiDj;  amoqg.\f.hi9m  we  Qnd  the  same  of  Napoleop 
Bonaparte^  who  was  now  recommended  to  the  noti^c^ 
0f:l^f0m  .tejbe'ensfileyei}  ip  «wtig;i]gatii^  the  people 
4i>flferiK|  ...  ■ .  :   ./ 

.  Qn  the.  13th.  Yebdeaiaire^  (October  5,  >  frcina  which 
the  itaurrectioB  wan  i^ft^fwarda  earned^  b^  parties 
femained  fpr  many  hotirs  jipon  the  defeoshe.  At  laat^ 
general!  Daojfcanmadf!  aAirances^pwarda  an  accomme*^ 
iJMM»,}tj  » letter  M  the  coi«mitl0e  ^  pul^ve  safety^ 
i0  wbloh.he.staMi  tb^t  the  pn^. cause  oo  sicepwit  of 
•'^^bitth  the  iCit^SEeos  Jiad  taken  a|*«0is  was.  tbedrefd  of  a 
iMf saet e  AiBiDg .  <intetided  hy  the*  armed  t^i rotisis  wha 
INirrouoded  tbn-CQOV/eotjon,  apd  that  if  these  men  were 
tenH>Tedi  traoqiuflUtyt  would  be  imoiediately-tre-esta^ 
fcUshed.  .  A  civil  isievBsage  wii^  retiiraeKl ;  Mi  the  copr 
▼ealH>D^.(QO>w  cuonfideut  Qf  victory^^and  wishing  40 
itreagthe*  themselves  by  tfhe  4e£eaA  s^^d  pMoishmQ^ 
oi  their}  antaj^nistsi  resflved*  tbajt  the  dAs,piiA»  (^IVHiId 
be  decided. by  arms.  It  is  noit.cwre^tiy  kiiowa  hofr 
the  o<Mkest  cftmmeuced;  but  the  Jacobinii  jiMf.  before 
laeleaifedffrom  prison^  are  roost  generally  undeciliovdtf 
£ftve  begun  the  attack.  The  eiti^eap.  on  the  ^quthen 
aide.qfcthe  riv<er  attempted  to  teach  the  coavetHiaa^^y 
the  Quay  de  Voltaire^  but  were  sf>eedUy  rcf  vised  1^ 
ihe  eonirentioqal  canooa;  but  on  the  nortbern:  side.ee 
the  river  the  combat  twas  edtitemely  obstiaatev  Thr 
caaooD  wtire  repeatedly  «eige4  by  the  citizms^  end  r^ 
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;iietttddly  retaken  by  the  troops  under  Barras.  It  was 
net  till  ailer  a  bloody  MnCett  of  four  houc8>  that  th« 
aedioDS  i¥^e  -repolsMl  and  drheo  t#  the  post  of  St 
Roche.  Tiiispoil  was  also  taken  after  great  slaughter^  - 
and  the  seettons  were  driven  to  their-  bead-^quarters  at 
the  dejtaff nJeat  of  Le  Pelletier.  After  a  abort  inter** 
val  thiy*  wiere  pursued  thither  by  the  troops  of  tb« 
coofvention^  who  by  midnight  were  masters  of  the 
whole  ^ity.  Thus  the  legislative  assembly  became  ooce 
moretriumphttfit^  and  proceeded,  without  further  mot 
lestatioo,  to  enter  upon  the  new  plan  of  admioistra* 
tion* 

The  convention  finally  terminated  its  sittings  on  th* 
27th  of  October^  andj  by  ita  laat  decrees^  a  general 
ambesty  was  granted  fS»r  all  revolutionary  ciJimes  and 
proceedings.  From  this  amnesty,  howeveri  wem  ex^ 
cepted  the  emigrants,  the  transported  priests,  and  aU 
persons  concerned  in  the  last  insurrection.  The  mem^ 
bers  of  the  convention  who  bad  been  imprisoned  ia 
the  eastle  of  Ham  since  the  Jaeobtn  insurrection  ia 
May,  were  now  set  at  liberty.  The  aoembers  of  the 
revolutionary  committees,  and  otha  agenis  of  Robes- 
pierre in  Paris  and  the  departments,  were  all  dismissed 
from  their  prisons,  and  many  of  them  advanced  to  im^ 
portant  offices  udder  the  new  administtation. 
'  M.  I^rud'homme  summed  up  the  general  abstract 
of  the  ''  Acts  of  the  Convention,''  awl  the.  eflbcts  of 
its  existence  in  the  follovtiog  manner:  Its  sittings 
continued  thirty-seven  months  and  four  days,  daring 
which  time  eleven  thousatid  two  hundred  and  ten  law^ 
were  enacted,  afid  three  hundred  and.  sixty  eonspiTacieji 
and  one  huddred  and  forty  iosurreetiops'  denounced; 
eighteen  thousand  si«  huiidred  and  thirteen  persons 
were  put  to  death  by  tbe  guillotine.  The  civil  war  at 
Lyons  cost  thirty-one  thousand  two  hundred  men;,  that 
at  Marseilles  seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine«  At 
Toulon  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  twentyr 
five  were  destroyed ;  and  in  the  rd-actions  in  tbe  sooth* 
after  the  fall  of  Robespierre^  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
individuals  perished.    The  war  in  La  Vendee  is  com* 
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puted  to  have  caused  the  destruction  of  nioe  hundred 
thousand  men^  and  more  than  two  hundred  thousand 
dwellings.  Impressed  with  images  of  terror^  four 
thousaiwi  seven  luindred  and  ninety  persons  committed 
suicide;  and  three  thousand  four  hundred  women 
diecTin  consequence  of  premature  deliveries:  two  hunr 
dred  thousand  are  computed  to  h^ive  died  of  faminei» 
and  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  were  driven 
to  insanity.  lo  the  colonies^  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
four  thousand  vrhii^  men,  women^  and  children,  and 
six  hundred  thousand  people  of  colour^  were  massa* 
cred;  two  towns  and  three  thousand  two  hundred  har 
bitations  were  burnt.  The  loss  of  men  in  the  war  is 
estimated  at  eight  hundred  thousand;  while  one  hun-* 
dred  and  twenty  three  tbousaod;  seven  hundred  and 
eightyniine,  who  .had  emigrated  in  the  course  of  the 
fievolution^  were  now  ex^uded  from  the  regions  of 
France;  ^ 

■  No  sooner  had  the  oeiw  legislature  divided  itself  in^ 
to  two  councils,  than  it  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an 
eiecutive  directory.  Here  the.geiiius  of  intrigue  in- 
stantly  displayed  itself.  The  council  of  five  hundred 
Vras  hound  to  present  to  the  council  of  two  hundred 
fnoA  fifty  a  list  of  ten  times  the  number  of  candidates  • 
necessary  for  the  office.  Jt  fulfilled  this  duty  in  the 
following  manner;  the  ttiajori^.  of  the  council  of  five 
hundred  made  out  a  list,  consisting  of  the  five  follow* 
tng  pfersons,  upon  whom  they  wished  the  election  ul^ 
timad|ily  to  fall>  viz.  Sieyes,  Barras,  Rewbell,  La 
Reveniere  Lepaux,  and  Letourneur  de  la  Maucbe. 
To  complete  the  list,  they  added  the  names  of  forty* 
five  obsewe  persons,  coudtry  justices,  farmers,  and 
even  peasants.  Tlnss  there  .was  nothing  left  to  the 
council  of  elders  but  the  mere  form  of  an  election ;  and 
from  the  want  of  other  qualified  candidates,  they  were 
tuider  the  naeesstty  of  nominating  to  the  office  of  di* 
ftECTOBs  the  five  persons  at  the  head  of  the.  list  pre^ 
tented  by  the  council  of  five  hundred! 

The  artful  Sieyes,  however,  who  had  been  the  ad^ 
Tiser  of  all  parties,  but  the  ostensible  agent  of  none, 
did  not  yet  think  fit  to  venture  upon  the  poij^essio?  of 
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^ower.  He  had  disapproved  of  the  constitutioo  which 
was  now  put  in  force,  and  bad  framed  one  of  his  own 
in  opposition  to  it^  which  was  rejected  bj  the  conyen-^ 
tion. 

The  first  poMic  act  of  the  new  governaient  issued 
bj  the  directory  was  a  proclamation  addressed  to  the 
people,  professing  that  the  destinj  of  all  republicans 
should  ever  remain  attached  to  their  own,  and  that 
their  conduct  should  be  guided  by  inflexible  justice^ 
and  the  strictest  observance  of  the  laws.  They  pro-" 
mised  to  wage  an  active  war  against  rojralism,  to  re- 
vive patriotism,  repress  with  a  vigorous  hand  all  fac* 
tionsy  extinguish  all  party  spirit,  annihilate  every 
desire  of  vengeance,  make  concord  reign,  r^<enerate 
morals,  throw  open  the  sources  of  fertility,  re*aohnate 
industry  and  trade,  stifle  pecuniary  jobbing,  give  new 
Ufe  to  the  arts  and  sciences,  re-establish  plenty  and 
public  credit,  restore  social  order  instead  of  the  chaos 
inseparable  from  revolutions;  and,  in  fine,  procure 
for  the  French  republic  the  happiness  and  glory  to 
which  it  was  entitled. 

The  new  government  endeavoured  to  provide  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  war.  The  assignats  had  been 
totally  depreciated ;  a  forced  loan  had  failed;  and  it 
now  remained'to  try  the  effect  of  a  new  paper  curren* 
cy.  This  project  was  offered  as  resulting  from  a  com- 
mittee  of  the  council  of  five  hundred,  whose  resolu^- 
tion,  after  many  debates^  was  adopted.  It  aj^owed 
the  emission  of  two  milliards  and  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  livres  (105,000,0001.)  io  paper  to  be  called 
mandaU  territoriaux.  This  new  currency  was  io  be 
received  as  mopey,  and  to  be  considered  as  conveying 
a  mortage  with  special  title  to  purchase  all  national 
domains,  insomuch  that  the  possessor  had  only  to  pre- 
sent himse^f  to  the  administration  of  the  department 
where  the  domain  he  wished  to  buy  was  situated,  and 
the  contract  of  sale  should  be  made  out  in  .ten  days. 
To  reinforce  this  new  project,  the  directory  addressed 
to  the  people  a  proclam^ition  detailing  its  advantages, 
and  promising  the  most  glorious  effects  from  its  sue- 
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cess;  but  they  soon  foun4  tb^sehes  under  the  necea^ 
9itj  of  fpplying  to  the  legislature  for  an  act  compel- 
lipg  the  sellers  of  every  cporaodity  ip  receive  tbii 
paper  as  cash.  They  ordained  the  same  punishments 
against  forgers  of  mandats  as  bad  bc^ea  formerly  de^ 
bounced  against  those  vrbo  counterfeited  assignats^j 
and  those  who  refused  to  receive  them  in  payment,  or 
v^ho  bought  and  sold  metallic  coin>  were  to'  be  fined 
for  the  first  offence^  and  for  the  second  to  be  impri* 
soned  for  four  years.  Yet^  very  soon  after  they  were 
issued,  their  value  fell  so  much  that  a  hundred  livreg 
could  be  purchased  for  nine  in  specie;  and  after  a 
fhort  periodj  they  could  no  longer  be  circulated. 

Those  who  bought  national  domains  with  X\i'\s  pa* 
per  currency^  soon  found  that  their  purchases  were 
not  so  cheap  as  they  had  expected;  for^  the  necessities 
of  gqvernment  still  (continuing,  the  sales  were  r^sed, 
and  Uie  purchasers  compelled  to  augment  their  |)ay- 
ments,  in  order  to  escape  the  penalties  of  confiscation. 
This  measure  introduced  a  new  inconvenience.  The 
national  woods  had  been  sold  with  the  other  domains; 
and  the  purcbasersi  hastily  called  upon  to  make  good 
an  tjnexpected  paymept,  felled  the  timber  for  such 
prices  as  could  on  tbe  sudden  be  obtained*  .  A  similar 
fate  attended  many  valus^ble  coUectionsjt^f  book^  pic* 
tures,  and  gems,  which  b^ing  forced  into  cash>  pro- 
duced only  a  small  prige^  and  were  dispersed  in  the 
hands  of  brokers  and  speculatists  of  every  description. 
Recourse  was  therefore  had  to  taxation,  which,  though 
i^ttended  with  much  difficMltj^nwas  found  ,to  be  the 
oqly  legitimate  mode  of  raising  the  supplies  which 
Were  required, 

The  spirited  contests  still  mi^iqtaioed  by  the  pppo- 
ftitiopj  obliged  tbe  government  once  more  to  restrain 
the  Jacobinsi  by  shutting  up  tbeir  principal  place  of 

*  It  maj  be  mentioDed,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  English  nation^ 
that  forged  assigaats^  to  a  Tery  great  amonnt,  were  fabricated  ia 
London.  These  were  circoUted  in  great  quaDtit!e9  on  the  conti- 
nenty  and  teade^i  imong  other  eaeses^  to  bring  the  aasigttats  inki 
^atampt 
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meeting  near  the  Pantheon^  and  by  preventing  tfaeir 

secret  assemblies  in  different  places;  but^  attbesaoie 

time^  they  closed  many  churchesj  theatres,  and  arnica* 

ble  societies^  as  if  they  were  desirous  to  console  tht 

Jacobinsj  and  confound  all  distinctions  between  them 

and  their  opponents.     By  degrees,  however,  these 

fragments  of  the  Mountain  party  became  mok'e  dan^ 

gerous  to  the  peace  of  the  metropolis^  and  it  was 

found  necessary  to  take  measures  for  preventing  their 

conspiracies,  by  disarming  and  dispersing  their  leaders. 

Baboeuf,  who  had  assumed  the  appellative  ai  Grac* 

chus,  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  new  conspiracy; 

and  Drouet,  the  post-master  of  Varennes^  who  had  on 

bis  return  from  confinement  in  Austria,  been  honoyra* 

bly  received  in  the  legislature,  was  also  a  conspicuous 

leader.    They  had  established  a  committee  of  insur* 

rection,  under  the  name  of  secret  directory  of  publia 

safety,  which  corresponded  with  inferior  committees^ 

dispersed  throughout  the  capital.     Funds  were  sup^ 

plied  for  the  maintenance  of  patriots  by  voluntary 

contribution,  and  great  numbers  daily  flocked  to  Paris, 

who  were  considered  as  recruits.    Their  plan  was,  ia 

massacre  the  five  directors,  all  the  legislators  who  bad 

deviated  from  the  principles  of  the  Mountain  party, 

the  ministers,  and  all  the  constituted  authorities  in 

Paris  who  should  issue  orders  for  resisting  them,  and 

all  foreigners  of  whatever  nation  they  might  be.  The 

insurgents  were  then  to  seize  the  gates  of  Paris,  the 

post-office>  the  treasury,  the  mint,  and  all  magazines 

containing  victuals  or  ammunition.     The  constitution 

of  1793  was  to  be  proclaimed  on  the  bodies  of  the 

victimsj  and  two  placards  were  ready  printed  which 

were  to  be  pasted  up  and^  profusely  distributed. 

But  whatever  appearance  of  formidable  combina* 
tion  this  conspiracy  may  present  on  paper,  it  was,  in 
reality,  attended  with  little  danger.  The  directory 
were  apprised  of  all  the  circumstances  and  all  the 
agents,  and  sent  several  messages  to  the  councils,  and 
issued  proclamations  indicating  their  intelligence,'  and 
^rbidding  alarm.  .They  even  permitted  the  conspi- 
rators 
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ratbrs  to  proceed  till^the  eve  of  executing  tbeir  pro* 
ject^  ipvhen  a  proclamation  appeared^  May  Ilj  1796, 
detailing  all  its  particulars.  The  conspirators  neere 
then  seized^  seals  put  on  their  papers,  a  report  made 
on  their  treason,  and  a  court  empowered  to  sit  at  Yen- 
ddme  for  the  purpose  of  trying  them,  Drouet  pro- 
tested hts  innocence  in  Yain,  and  made  unavailing 
efforts  to  account  for  his  association  tvith  the  conspi- 
rators; he  was  ordered  for  trial,  but  found  means  to 
escape  from  jirison. ,  Babceuf,  on  being  apprehended^ 
wrote  insolent  letters  to  the  directory,  inviting  them 
to  treat  with  him  as  with  an  equal  power,  and  threat- 
ening them  with  new  dangers  from  the  exertions  of 
his  party.  His  letter  was  treated  with  contempt;  yet, 
white  the  faigli  court  at  Venddme  was  proceeding  on 
bis  trial,  a  new  insurrection  was  actually  excited.  It 
was  planned  with  some  dexterity,  as  white  cockades 
were  thrown  about  the  streets,  five  banners  inscribed 
''  Death  to  republicans,*'  and  •*  Vive  le  roi,"  were 
seized,  and  placards  were  posted  inviting  the  people 
to  re*establish  royalty.  These  manoeuvres  were  in- 
tended to  mislead  the  attention  of  government;  but 
the  real  nature  of  the  project. was  clearly  ascertained^ 
and  measures  adopted  for  its  frustration.  Disappointed 
in  these  efforts,  the  t:onspirators  tried  a  coup-de*main 
on  the  camp  at  Grenelle,  where,  after  some  ineffectual 
endeavours  to  induce  the^soldiery  to  fraternise  with 
them,  they  made  a  desperate  attack  on  Malo,  com- 
mander of  a  troop  of  horse,  but  were  defeated,  and 
great  numbers  of  them  taken  prisoners.  A  military 
commission  condemned  twenty- five  to  imprisonment^ 
thirty  to  deportation,  and  thirty-two  to  death,  who 
were  in  pursuance  of  their  sentence  shot  in  the  Champ 
de  Mars  and  in  the  plain  of  Grenelle,  in  December, 
1796.  BaboBuf  and  several  of  his  accomplices  suf-' 
fered  under  the  guillotine  in  the  preceding  May*. 

The 

*  Amidst  their  prrparatious  for  the  approaching  camfmigB,  the 
directory  endeavoured  to  increase  their  reputation  by  establishing 
the  National  Institiitey  a  society  of  men  of  letters,  constituted  on 
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The  British  coTrrm.  ^  „  mmrffm  period  made  an 
Approach  towards  a  pacific  negoctation  with  France. 
On  the  8th  of  March,  Mr.  Wicjchaoi,  the  minister 
pleaipoteotiary  to  the  Swiss  caatons,  transmitted  to 
M.  Barthelemy^  ambassador  from  the  French  republia 
to  the  Helvetic  body,  a  note  containing  three  ques* 
tions:  "Whether  France  would  he  disposed  to  send 
mioist^  to  a  congress  to  negociate  a  peace  wiUi  his 
Britannic  majesty  and  his  allies?  Whether  France 
would  be  disposed  to  communicate  the  general  groundi 
on  which  she  would  be  willing  to  conclude  peace, 
that  his  majesty  and  his  allies  might  consider  them  in 
concert?  And,  lastly.  Whether  France  would  desire 
to  communicate  any  other  mode  of  accomplishing  a 
peace?  The  note  concluded  with  a  promise  to  trans^ 
mit  to  the  British  court  whatever  answer  should  be 
returned ;  but  declared,  that  Mr.  Wickham  was  not 
authorized  to  enter  into  any  discussion  on  these  topics. 

Barthelemy  returned  an  answer  in  the  name  of  the 
French  directory,  .on  the  36th  of  the  same  month. 
'l%is  answer  began  by  complaining  of  insincerity  in 
the  proposal  made  by  the  British  eourt»  seeing  its  am- 
bassador was  not  authorized  to  negociate,  and  that  a 
cpngress  wa^  proposed  which  must  render^negociation 
endless.  It  proceeded  to  state  the  ardent  desire  of  the 
directory  for  pea^e ;  but  asserted  that  it  could  listen 


a  (4an  similar  to  ttat  of  tbe  tralj  ceiebratod  Royal  Academy,  and 
«qua!]y  itoder  the  protection  of  the  gOTernmcyt.  Into  this  body 
were  collected  the  most  distinguished  literary  characters  in  the 
nation,  such  as  La  Place,  Lalande,  Fourcroy,  BerthoUet,  Volney, 
Dolemieo,  andolher^^  well  -known  throughout  Europe.  Thd 
tot  pubfic  meeting  of  the  institute' was  belli  with  great  splendour^ 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1796,  in  the  hall  of  the  LouYre,  called  th« 
Bali  of  Antiques.  The  ambassadors  of  Spain,  Prussia,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Holland,  America,  Tuscany,  Genoa,  and  GeneTa,  were 
present.  The  members  of  Ihc  directory  attended  in  their  robes, 
and  theiff  pcesident  made  a  speech  of  iastaltation,  declaring  the  dc« 
termination  of  the  ezecutire  power  to  protect  and  encourage  Iite« 
rature  and  the  arts.  Dusaulx,  the  president  of  the  institute,  then 
declared  the  resolution  of  the  members  to  labour  to  give  lustre  to 
Ae  republican  government  by  their  talents  and  productions. 
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to  no  proposal  for  giTing  up  anj  territory  that  had 
lieen  declared  by  the  constitutional  act  to  form  a  part 
of  the  republic  (alluding  to  the  Austrian  Nether-* 
lands);  declaring,  however^  that  other  countries  oc«* 
cupied  by  tho  French  armies^  and  political  or  com* 
tnercial  interestSj  might  become  the  subject  of  nego<* 
eiation.  Upon  these  points  the  directory  declared  its 
Teadiness  to  receive  reasonable  proposals.  To  tbi§ 
answer  no  reply  was  sent;  but  tho  British  court  pub« 
Hshed  a  note^  of  which  copies  were  presented  to  the 
foreign  ministers  at  the  court  of  St.  James's ;  and  in  it 
the  spirit  of  the  directors'  answer  was  complained  oC 
and  also  the  refusal  even  to  negociate  about  the  reten-' 
lion  of  foreign  territory^  linder  pretence  of  an  internal 
regulation.  It  was  added,  that  while  such  disposi- 
tions were  persisted  in^  nothing  was  left  but  to  prose-* 
cute  the  war;  but  that,  when  more  pacific  sentiments 
should  be  manifested,  the  king  of  England  would  be 
ready  to  concur  with  his^  allies  in  taking  measures  for 
establtshiog  a  justj  honourable^  and  permanent^  paci* 
fication. 

While  the  armistice  was  pebdtng;,  the  situation  of 
the  imperial  and  French  armies  irt  Germany  wis  as 
follows:  the  Rhine  separated  them  from  the  frontiers 
^f  Swisserland  to  the  environs  of  the  town  of  Spires^ 
where  it  ceased  to  be  tlieir  comnion  barrier;  beyond 
that  city,  the  cantonments  they  respectively  occupiedj 
at  the  distance  of  some  leagues  from  efach  otlier,  ex* 
tended  across  the  Upper  Palatinate,  the  duchy  et 
Deutponts,'and  the  Hundspruck.  The  line  occupied 
by  the  imperial  army  passed  through  the  towns  of 
Spires,  Neustadt,  Kayserslautern,  Kussel,  and  thencO 
crossing  the  Nave,  terminated  at  the  Rhtne^  in  thcf 
neighbourhood  of  Baccarach.  At  this  point/  that 
river  again  became  the  common  separation  of  both  ar-« 
mies^  and  continued  so  to  beyond  CologMy  between 
the  river  Sieg  and  the  town  of  Dusseldorf.  The  Aus'- 
trians  and  French  divided  between  them  the  whote 
space  batween  the  river  and  the  last-mentioned  for-v 

tr^ss,  before  which  the  army  of  the  latter  lu^d  an 
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drenched  camp.  The  imperialists  occupied  on  the 
Rhine  Ifae  strong  fortresses  of  Philipsburg,  Manheim^* 
Mentz«  and  Ehrenbreitstein.  The  French  possessed 
on  the  Upper  Rhine  those  of  Alsace,  and  on  tli6; 
Lower  Rhine  that  of  Dusseldorf.  The  French  armie» 
commanded  by  Jourdan  and  Moreau  were  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  men;  those  under 
the  archduke  Charles  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand:  so  that  their  respective  forces  were 
nearly  eqnal. 

One  of  the  conditions  of  the  armtstiee  was»^  that  ten 
days  notice  should  be  given  of  its  terAiination ;  and 
this  ceremony  having  been  complied  with  on  the  part 
of  the  Austrians,  hostilities  recommenced  on  the  31st 
of  May^  1796/   General  Jourdan  first  n^ade  a  move* 
ment  on  both  banks  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  several 
affairs  of  posts  took  place  in  the  Hundspruck.     Oa 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  where  the  imperialists 
were '  weakest,  the  French  employed  their  principal: 
force.     Twenty  thousand  .men  only  defended  the  Sitg, 
covered  Ehreobreitstein,  and  lined  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  between  the  Sieg  and  the  Labn.     This 
corps,  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Wurtemburg,  was 
attacked  by  the  army  of  tbe  Sambre  and  Meuse  uO* 
der  general  Kleber,  and  compelled  to  retire  behind  the 
river  to  the  strong  position  of  Uckerath,  with  tbe  loss 
of   two  thousand  four  hundred  men.      Before  the 
prince   was  completely  established  in  this  post,  the 
French  endeavoured,  by  superior  numbers,  to  out* 
flank  and  torn  him;  but  he  fell  back  on  Altenkircheo> 
where  he  was  immediately  attacked,  and  put  to  the 
rout,  with,  the  loss  of  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  part 
of  hi8magazine9>  and  three  thousand  men.     The  Au-». 
atriaas  were  thus  compelled  to  retire  behind  tbe  Labn, 
leaving  Ehrenbreitstein  uncovered,  which  was  imme-* 
diately  invested  by  the  republican  forces. 

The  archduke  Charles,  sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
reinforcing  the  prince  of  Wurtemburg,  renounced  a 
diversion  be  was  making  in  the  palatinate  and  the 
Hundspruck,  and  directing  his  march  towards  Mentz* 
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passed  »tbe  Rhine,  tnd  having  secured  thadefoiceof 
the  Lttbn,  prooeeded  id  person  against  the  teft  wing  of 
the  French  army,  headed  by  general  Lefevre.  The 
ftrchduke  poshed  forward  with  the  utmost  celerity  to 
prevent  a  junction  between  Jonrdan  and  Kleber^  nnd 
caused  the  right -wing  of  his  army  to  pass  the  Laha 
smd  the  Dille  at  Wetzlaer.  General  Werneck»  who 
(lommanded  this  division,  attacked  the  French  with<« 
out  success;  tili  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on  the 
15th  of  June,  when  a  reinforcement  having  arrived^ 
the  archduke  advanced,  and  surmounting  great  ob* 
atacles,  gained  a  complete  victory.  The  repubiieana 
in  their  rMreat  took  another  position  equally  strong 
virith  the  former,  but  were  again  expelled,  with  the 
loss  of  twelve  pieces  of  cannon.  The  French  corpa- 
which  defended  the  Lower  Lahn  were  obliged  to  fall 
back  on  the  Steg,  pursued  by  the  archduke,  with  the 
low  of  all  their  provisions,  artillery,  waggons,  and 
baggage. 

Hut  while  these  events  took  place  on  the  Lower 
Rhine,  general  Moreau  commenced  the  campaign  on 
the  Upper  Rhine,  by  two  attacks  on  the  position  of 
general  VVurmser,  on  the  14th  and  20th  of  June;  but 
vrfaich  produced  no  effect  but  that  of  confining  the, 
imperialists  within  their  intrenched  camp  before  the 
fort  of  the  Rhine.  Moreau,  however,  intended  them 
only  as  feints;  for,  leaving  a  small  force  to  watch  the 
Austrian  camp,  he  suddenly  marched  with  the  greater 
portion  of  his  army  towards  Strasburgb,  where  pre*^ 
paratioiis  were  making  for  an  important  enterprise. 

By  reason  of  the  loss  of  the  Milanese,  the  court  of 
Vienna  had  determined  to  send  mareschal  Wurmsef 
into  Italy  with  thirty  thousand  men;  a  resolution 
which  the  French  had  learned  by  means  of  their  tpict 
before  it  was  communicated  to  the  imperial  army,  and 
formed  their  measures  accordingly.  The  departure 
of  thirty  thousand  troops  from  the  Upper  Rhioe^ 
created  an  opening  which  the  archduke's  expedition  to 
the  Lower  Rhine  would  not  permit  him  to  fill  up  for 
aome  time;  and  Moreau,  taking  advantage  of  the 
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^riHcftt  moment^  embarked  three  tboUMnd  mea  Ja 
beaUj  ¥rho  landiog  on  aeme  small  islands  between 
'Birasburgh  and  fort  Kebl,  drove  in  the  imperial  pi* 
quetft,  who  in  tbeif  flight  omitted  to  lireak  doWn  tfa* 
bridgiM  which  commDnicatewith  the  right  bank  of  the 
it^ine.  These  the  French  passed/  and  suddenly  at* 
tacked  Kehl:  the  Soabian  garrison,  though  assailed 
onlj  by  infantry,  made  no  resistance;  and  the  supine<> 
tiess  of  tbe^roopfs  in  the  neighbourhood  afforded  the 
republican  army  suflScient  time  to  strengthen  them-^ 
selves  in  their  new  acquisition,  as  well  as  to  establish  a 
bridge  of  boats  between  Keht  and  Strasburgb,  and 
spread  themselves  over  the  plain,  so  as  to  dtefy  any  at^ 
tack  from  Offenburgh  or  Rastadt. . 

On  receiving  information  of  these  events^  Latour, 
the  Austrian  general,  in  conjunction  with  the  prince 
of  Conde,  made  great  exertions  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  republicans,  but  they  were  too  late»  MoreaUj 
%ith  eighty  thousand  men,  occupied  the  best  chosen 
positions,  and  continued  to  gain  advantages  over  the 
Suabiims,  from  whom  he  took  the  mountain  of 
Kn«^bis,  and  the  town  of  Freydeostadt;  while  Des-* 
saix,  at*  the  bead  of  the  left  column  of  the  Frencb> 
defeated  Latour  at  Renehen,  and  pushed  forward  to 
fhe  city  of  Rastadt.  Here  Moreau,  with  a  large  re^ 
tnforcenient;  joined  Dessaix ;  and  after  a  bloody  en^ 
gagemeot  which  lasted  the  whole  day,  compelled  thtf 
imperialists  to  retreat  to  Eslingen  with  great  loss^ 

Suspecting  the  ifttended  movement  of  the  French^' 
Ihe  archduke  Charles  left  thirty  thousand  men  undet 

general  Wartensleben,  to  cover  the  Lower  Rhine;  and 
aving  reinforced  the  garrisons  of  Ehrenbreitstein  and 
Mentz,  arrived  with  the  rest  of  his  army  by  forced 
marches  on  the  banks  of  the  Murg,  at  the  moment 
when  Lateur  was  giving  way  to  his  opponents.  But 
fls  soon  as  the  archduke  had  quitted  the  L6wer  Rhine, 
the  «rmy  of  the  Sambre  and  Mouse  resumed  offensive 
<iperationl;  Jourdan,  passing  the  river  near  Nieuwied, 
adl^rized  the  Austrian  general  Funck,  and  compelled' 
Wartenstsbi^A  to  retiie  behind  the  Lahn>  which  the 
'  ^  2  L  8  wholt 
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^hole  JPrench  araiy  passed  in  three  columos.  In  Taitf 
did  Wartensleben  oppose  to  tbeir  fofce  all  the  effocUr 
of  skill  aod  valour;  be  wa9UiisucGe8sfaliD:SeveraleD* 
gagcmentSf  and  witnessed  the  capture  of  fortKoenig^ 
atein,  the  irresistible  advance  of  the  republicans  to? 
wards  Frankfort^  and  finallj^  the  capituUtion  of  that 
important  town  on  the  Ilth  of  July.  He  coiild  onljr 
hope  for  safety  bj  retreating  towards  Wurtzburgb,  ia 
order  to  establish  a  communication  with  thtf  armj  of 
•the  archduke  Charles. 

That  brave  prince  was  apprized  of  the  events  which 
had  taken  place  on  his  quitting  the  Lower  Rhine;  and^ 
an^ticipating  the  consequences,  saw  no  chance  of  avoid- 
ing the  dangers  of  being  placed  between  the  victo- 
rious armies  of  Jourdan  and  Moreau^  but  by  a  battle; 
for  which  purpose  he  posted,  his  right  wing  near  the 
village  of  Durmersheim>  his  centre  in  front  of  Es*- 
lingen;  and  his  left  near  the  town  and  mountains  of 
Fraueiiall.  He  wished  to  defer  the  encounter  for 
three  days^  to  give  time  for  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments; but  Moreau>  penetrating  bis  intentiona*  sud* 
denly  attacked  his  forces  on  all  points,  on  the  9tb  of 
July,  endeavouring  to  turn  their  l^ftby  getting  rquud 
the  tnountains.  After  four  repuhes,  the  French  suc- 
ceeded in  this  object^  and  the  imperialists  were  obliged 
to  retreat  towards  Pfortzbeim.  The  loss  of  men  waa 
nearly  equal  on  both  sides;  but  the  republicans^ bad  the 
advantage  of  detaching  (be  Austrians  entirely  from  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine^  and  from  the  fortified  townsof 
Pbilipsburg  and  Manbei^i,  into  both  which,  however^ 
the  archduke  prudently  threw  strong  garrisons. 
^  Having  remained  at  Pfortzbeim  four  daysi  the 
archduke  learnt  that  the  Freiicb  army  were. directii^ 
t^eir  march  towards  Stutgard ;  and  therefor^,  to  pre- 
serve his  communication  with  the  prince  of  Coode^  he 
removed  bis  camp  to  a  position  near  Yahingen,  on  the 
river  Entz.  The  republican  army  still  continuing  tOr 
advance  into  the  duchy  of  Wurtemburg,  the  afcbduke. 
removed  to  Lud  wisburg,  and  sent  two  small  corps  un- 
der general  Baillct  and  prince  John  of  licltfenateint 

to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tn  WAB9  FROU  THE  FRENCH  REVOLtTTICnr;         269 

to  pott  AemseWes  at  Constadt  and  Eslingen.  Tfae 
French  entered  Stutgard  the  same  day ;  and  the  arch-« 
duke  passed  his  army  over  tfae  Neckar^  and  encamped 
atFeldbacbr  while  the  prince  of  Conde  and  general 
Fr<eljch  were  obliged  to  yield  up  the  Brisgau  and  the 
cduntry.of  the  Black  Forest,  falling  back  to  Sigma* 
riiigeii  on  the  Danube.  At  the  same  time  general 
Warteoslebebi  continuing  to  give  way  before  tbe  well- 
appointed  >araiy. of  Jourdan^  was  rapidly  retiring 
across  Fraaconta,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Wurtzburg 
found  himielf  oti  a  line  with  the  front  of  tfae  arch* 
duke;  from  v^faicb  period  the' march  of  the  respective 
armies  became  more  combined. 

The  French  constantly  took  advantage  of  their  sac-» 
cess  by  levying  contributions:  from  Frankfort  they 
jreceived  six  millions  of  livres  (267,5001.)  in  specie, 
and  two  miliioos  (87,5001. )  irt  provisions.  The  mar« 
grave  of  Baden,  the  duke  ofWurtemburg,  the  civele 
of  Suabia,  and  all  the  petty  princes  whose  estates  are 
comprehended  therein,  were  obliged  to  purchase  a 
suspension  of  arms  at  an  enormous  price.  Their  joint 
contribution  amounted  to  twenty*  five  millions  of  livreii 
(about  1,1 14,5841.),  twelve  thouaand  horses,  as  many 
oxen,  five  hundred  thousand  quintals  of  wheat,  r}^, 
aad  oats,  two  faundred  thousand  pair  of  sbi!>es,  and  ao 
immense  quantity  of  other  necessaries. '  The  king  of 
Prussia  also  jentered  into  a  new  treaty  with  the  Freach, 
tfae  eooditiooft  of  which  were  concealed,  but  its  nature 
appeared  in  the  advantage  which  he  took  of  the  pro** 
.  gress  of  their  arma  to  seize  -certain  territories  in  Ger« 
many,  and  particularly  the  suburbs  of  Nuremberg, 
under  #Dlour  of  some  antiquated  title.  Spain  also  en-r 
tered  into  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive  with  France, 
which  was  afterwards  followed  by  a  declaration  of 
var  against  the  king  of  England. 

Excepting  a  part  of  the  mountains  of  Tyro1>  three 
French  armies, one  under  Jourdan,  another  under  Mo- 
Mau,  and  a  third  commanded  by  Bonaparte,  now  oc- 
cupied the  whole  country  reaching  from  the  frontiers 
of  Bohemia  to  the  Adriatic  Sea.    And  now,  deserted 
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by  all  the  tnembers  of  the  coalition,  except  Ordat  Bri« 
tain,  the.  emperor  of  Oerniany  experimeed  her  libc^ 
tality  in  ib^  grant  of  a  loan,  v^hich  extricated  him 
from  bis  immediate  difficulties.'  Having  thus  the 
comaiand  of  money,  he  was  enabled  to  send  one  army 
after  another  to  oppose  .Bonaparte  in  Italy,  while  he 
recruited  bis  forces  in  Germany- by  extensive  ievies, 
and  by  takingp  into  his  pay  the  troops  of  those  states 
that  bad  made  their  peace  with  the  Ffeacb« 

The  archduke,  having  received  powerful  reinforce- 
nents,  resolved  to  make  a  stand,  on  the  II tb  of  An* 
gust,  against  Moreau,  at  Umenbeioi.  A  severe  battle 
was  fought,  during  seveatcen  hoars,  and  one  of  the 
wiogs  of  tiic  Austrian  army  under  general  Ricse  had 
succeeded  in  occupying  four  leagues  of  territory  ki 
the  rear  of  the  Frcncharmy;  but  the  archduke  havii^ 
received  intelligence  that  Wartenslebea  could  not 
maiatftin  his  ground  against  Jourdan,  lie  thought  fit 
to  order  a  retreat,  and  adopt  new  measures.  He  now 
conceived  the  project  of  leaving  a  small  force  to  keep 
Moreau  in  check,  while  with  the  main  army  be  should 
jCall  on  Jourdsn,  and  overwhelm  him  with  superior 
Bismbers.  Having  formed  the  necessary  preparations, 
be  recalled  his  troops  from  tbe  otber>skle  of  the  Da« 
Bube,  burnt  tbe  bridge  of  Donawert,  and  pressed  ibr-- 
%ard  on  this  expedition.^  Unexpected  circumstance» 
had  obliged  Warteoeleben  to  retire  from  the  town  of 
Amberg  to  Schwartzenfeld  behind  the^h^b;  and  tho 
archduke,  advancing  more  to  the  right  than  he  had 
originally  intended,  arrived  at  Hemman*  General 
Nauendorf  attacked  the  French  division  under  Berna«> 
dqtte  on  the  S2d  of  August,  and  drove  them  fi^m  the 
\iilage  of  Teining.  Hotze  attacked  and  pursued  them 
to  Altdorf,  while  squadrons  of  Austrian  cavalry  and 
light  infantry  occupied  the  high  road  to  Nuremberg/ 
These  manoeuvres  placed  tbe  archduke  on  the  right 
flank  of  Jourdan 's  army,  and  he  concerted  tteasorea 
lor  a  general  attack;  but  the  French  comaiander,  ap-^ 
prized  of  Beroadotte*s  defeat,  abandoned  all  bis  posts/ 
and  retired  to  Amberg  on  the  2Sd.  The  Austriani^ 
piursued,  and  compelled  him  to  fall  back  to  Sultzbach 
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^ith  the  ]oB0  0f  nine  baadred  prisoners,  and  two  ba4^ 
(alions  of  bis  rear<^gU8rd>  wbo  were  cut  to  pieces. 

General  Nauendorf,  with  ten  thousand  men,  ws 
dispatched  to  reinforce  Latour^  and  prevent  Moreaa 
firom  faking  advantage  of  his  reduced  force*  while  the 
archduke  prepared  to  expel  Jourdan  from  Francoaiii; 
As  a  necessary  preliminary,  be  sent  general  Hotze  im 
Wurtzburg,  who  drove  out  the  French  garrison^  and 
possessed  himself  of  the  citadel.  Jourdan  had  shewB 
himself  equally  anxious  to  preserve  this  post,  but  ar^- 
rived  too  late,  and  failed  in  a  spirited  attempt  to  ex piet 
the  Austrians*  His  sense  of  honour,  however,  impel*- 
led  him  to  risk  a  battle  for  the  preservation  of  hiscon- 
quests,  and  having  selected  a  most  advantageous  posi- 
tion, he  wailed  with  6rmoess  the  approach  of  his  op^ 
ponent.  The  archduke,  having  thrown  a  bridge  aerast 
the  Mein,  divided  his  army  into  three  columns,  tht 
left  commanded  by  general  Sztarray,  the  centre  bj 
Wartensleben,  and  the  right  by  Kray.  Sztarray,  wbia 
was  first  engaged,  was  brought  into  imminent  danger 
.by  the  delay  of  the  other  divisions  in  crossing  the 
river;  but  the  archduke  having  ordered  Wartensiebea 
to  ford  .the  Mein  with  all  his  cavalry,  the  timely  exe* 
iHition  of  his  command  saved  him  from  defeat  Whea 
the  army  had  passed  the  river,  a  general  charge  was 
made,  and  the  Austrians,  penetrating  through  the 
woods  with  fixed  bayonets,  dislodged  and  drove  the 
republicans  in  every  direction.  Jourdan  lost  two 
thousand  killed  and  wounded,  and  upwards  of  three 
thousand  prisoners,  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon^  and  a 
vasttnumber  of  baggage  and  provision  waggons,  whiM 
ibe  l68s  of  the  Austrians  amounted  to  about  twelve 
bundred  men. 

*  Joordan  then  retired  to  Hamelbburg,  continuing  hit 
retreat  towards  the  Upper  Lahn,  across  the  country  of 
Fuld  and  Wetaravia.  The  archduke  dispatched  hit 
right  wing  under  general  Kray,  a^-ainst  Wetzlaer, 
which' the*>  French  abandonc'd.  General  Hotze,  with 
the  lefit>  attempted  to  dislodge  them  from  Weilburg, 
llu|  without- success*    The  archduke  then  prepardl 

to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


172         WEMOntS  Of  BONAPARTE  AKO  HISTOKY  OT 

4o  Attftck  tbeir  centre  by  a  combined  operation;  but 
the  Frencb  evacuatea  tbe  towns  of  Dielz  and  Lim* 
bourg,  and  retired  behind  the  Labn.  After  manj 
partia^l*  skirmishes,  in  one  of  which  general  Marceaa 
vas  slaii^  two  divisions  of  the  French  army  passed 
the  Rhine  at  Cologne^  and  the  main  bodjr  reached  tha 
tntrenched  camp  before  Dusseldorf.  Thus  ended 
Jourdan's  famous  retreat  of  more  than  three  hundred 
miles  in  twenty-five  days^  during  which  he  is  said  to 
bave  lost  nearly  half  his  army.  Bonroonville  was  oa 
this  occasion  promoted  to  tbe  command  of  the  army 
in  this  quarter,  instead  of  the  brave  but  unsuccessful 
Jourdan. 

General  Moreau's  army,  now  isolated  and  cut  off 
Irom  that  of  Jourdan,  was  supposed  would  become 
an  easy  conquest  Many  attacks  were  made  upoo 
bim>  but  all  of  them  without  success;  and  the  impe- 
rial generals  were  at  last  obliged  to  give  way  to  hiro 
"wherever  be  appeared.  In  this  interval  the  elector- 
palatine,  terrified  at  his  approach,  obtained  a  treaty  of 
peace,  by' which,  in  consideration  of  six  millions  of 
livres  (437,5001.)  three  thousand  three  hundred 
horses,  two  hundred  thousand  quintals  of  grain,  one 
hundred  thousand  sacks^of  oats,  one  hundred  thousand 
pair  of  shoes,  ten  thousand  pair  of  boots,  thirty  thou- 
sand.elk  of  cloth,  and  twenty  pictures  to  be  selected 
from  the  galleries  of  Dusseldorff  and  Munich,  Mo* 
reau  sold  to  the  elector  a  neutrality  for  his  dominions 
in  Bavaria,  Franconia,  and  Westphalia. 

The  French  general  Moreau,  perceiving  no  proba- 
bility of  being  joined  either  by  tbe  armies  of  Jourdao  ^ 
or  Bonaparte,  resolved  to  retreat,  towards  the  Rhine 
through  Suabia.,  He  had  recrossed  the  Lech  to  pre* 
pare  for  this  event;  but  now,  suddenly  passing  it 
again,  as  if  determined  to  advance  farther  into  Aus* 
tria,  be  drove  back  general  Latour,  with  great  loss,  at 
far  as  Landsperg.  Having  thus  obtained  freedom  for 
bis  movements,  be  proceeded  between  the  Danubie  and 
the  lake  of  Constance.  Latour,  however,  bung  upon 
his  rear.    He  also  found  i\^  passes  of  tb6.Bl|ck 

Forest 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  WARS  FROM  THK  FRENCH  REYOLUTIOlf,       S7t 


l^arert  occupied  by  large  bodies  of  AustriaDS,  whil^ 
generftls  Nauendorf  and  Petrarsch  harassed  his  right 
aaok  with  twent/ffour  thousand  men^  He  now  again 
turned  upon  Latour  like  a  hunted  tiger^  totallj  defeat- 
ed him,  and  took  no  less  than  five  thousand  prisoners, 
whom  be  was  abIe4o  carrjr  to  France.  He  then  con* 
tinued  his  retreat;  his  right  wing,  under  Dessaix, 
keeping  Nauendorf  and  Petrarsch  in  check,  while  the 
rest  of  the  army  cleared  the  passages  in  front,  till  he 
arrived  at  the  Vol  d'Et^fer,  a  narrow  defile  running 
between  lofty  mountains.  After  this  desperate  effort 
he  reached  Fribourg  on  the  13th  of  October,  1796; 
but  was  soon  compelled  by  the  archduke  Charles,  who 
had  arrived  from  the  pursuit  of  Jourdan,  to  evacuate 
all  his  positions  on  the  Suabian  side  of  the  Rhine, 
with  the  exception  of  Kehl,  and  a  temporary  fortifi- 
cation at  Huningen. 

The  Austrian  troops,  in  the  mean  time,  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  French  fron* 
tier  to  cross  the  Rhine  at  Manheim,  and  to  advanca 
in  various  detachments  to  Weissembourg,  Seitz,  Hage* 
nau,  and  almost  to  the  gates  of  Strasburg.  These 
detachments  being  now  recalled,  the  archduke  re«- 
solved  to  terminate  the  campaign  by  the  capture  of 
Kehl  and  the  fortification  at  Huningen.  But  thia 
proved  no  easy  task.  A  great  part  of  the  winter  wat 
spent  in  fruitless  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Austrians, 
sometimes  to  take  them  by  storm,  and  sometimes  to 
seduce  them  by  a  regular  siege.  Different  sallies  were 
made  by  the  French,  and  immense  numbers  of  men 
were  lost  on  both  sides  by  the  sword,  and  by  the  seve« 
rity  of  the  season.  It  was  not  till  the  10th  of  January, 
1797,  that  the  French  agreed  to  evacuate  Kehl;  and 
the  fortification  at  Huningen  was  not  given  up  till 
the  succeedii^  month. 

The* French  army  in  Italy  was  commanded  by  Bo* 
naparte,  and  opposed  by  the  Austrian  general  fieau'* 
lieu.  The  French  amounted  to  about  eighty-five 
thousand  men.  Bonaparte,  on  bis  arrival  to  tue  the 
eommand,  found-  it  ill  equipped,  and  the  troops  mnti* 
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MU8  for  want  of  necessaries.     He  addressed  them; 
however^  in  the  style  of  military  enterprize:    *'  If  we 
lire  to  be  vanquished,  we  haye  already  too  much;  and 
if  we  conquer^  we  shall  want  nothing;"  and  ordered 
them  to  prepare  for  immediate  action.    The  Austrian^ 
army  under  general  Beaulieu  is  said  to  have  been 
greatly  superior  to  the  French  in  number.    To  these 
"Arere  united  the  king  of  Sardinia's  army  under  count 
GoUi>  of  sixty  thousand  regular  troops,  besides  the 
ttiilitia  of  the  country,  and  a  small  body  of  Neapolitan^ 
cavalry,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand  five  bun- 
dred  men.     General  Beaulieu  made  the  first  move- 
ment on  the  9th  of  Aprils   1796,  by  attacking  a  post 
called  Voltri,  which  the  French  possessed,  within  six 
leagues  of  Genoa.    .They  defended  themselves  till  the' 
evening,  and  then  retreated  to  Savona.     Next  morn-^ 
ing  Beaulieu,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thousand  men,' 
(dressing  upon  the  centre  of  the  French  army,  was 
completely  successful  till  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^ 
when  he  reached  a  redoubt  at  M ontenotte,  which  was 
the  lart  of  their  intrencfaments.     This  redoubt  conr 
tained  one  thousand   five  hcmdred   French.     Their 
commander,  Rampon,  prevailed  with  them,  in  a  mo- 
ment of  enthusiasm,  to«wear  that  they  would  not  sur- 
render; and  the  consequence  wasy  that  they  arrested 
the  progress  6f  Beaulieu  for  the  remainder  ^f  the  day. 
During  the  night,  Bonaparte  stationed  his  right  wing^ 
under  La  Harpe  in  the  rear  of  the  redoubt  of  Monte- 
Aotte,  which  still  held  out;  while  he  himself,  with 
Massena,  Berthier,  and  Salicctti,  advanced  by  Altara,* 
to  take  the  Austrians  on  their  flank  and  rear.     Beau* 
lieu,  in  the  mean  time,  had  received  powerful  rein- 
forcements, and  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  renewed 
the  attack  our^^the  French  under  La  Harpe;  but  Mas- 
sena  soon  advancing  upon  the  flank  of  the  Austrians 
and  SardtnMds,  they  gave  way  on  all  sides.     Two  of 
their  generals,  .Roceavina  and  Argenteau,  were  wound» 
ed;  and  theyiosttwo  thousand  five  hundred  prison- 
's*   The  number  tff  slain  was  imrm^nse. 
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r  Oo  the  13tb>  the  defiles  of  Millesimo  were  force  d 
b}' the  French  general  Augereau  at  day-break;  and, 
by  a  sudden  movement,  general  Provera,  at  the  head 
of  one  thousand  five  hundred  Austrian  grenadiers,  was 
surrounded,  a  circumstance  which  proved  not  a  little 
embarrassing  to  the  French  army;  for  this  resolute  of* 
ficer,  instead  of  surrendering,  instantly  retired  to  jbl 
ruined  castle  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  there 
entrenched  himself.  Augereau  brought  up  his  artil- 
lery, and  spent  many  hours  in  attempting  to  dislodge 
him.  At  last  be  divided  bis  troops  into  four  columns, 
and  endeavoured  to  carry  Provera's  entrenchments  by 
storm.  The  French  lost  two  generals,  Banel  and 
Quenin,  and  Joubert  was  wounded  in  this  attempt, 
which  proved  unsuccessful.  Provera  passed  the  night 
in  the  midst  of  th^  French  army,  which  had  been  pre- 
vented by  bis  obstinate  resistance  from  coming  to  bat- 
tle. On  the  14th,  tbe  hostile  armies  faced  each  other, 
but  a  division  of  the  French  troops  was  still  occupied 
in  blockading  Provera.  The  Austriaos  attempted  to 
force  the  centre  of  the  French,  but  without  success. 
Massena,  in  the  mean  time,  turned  the  left  flank  of 
their  left  wing  near  the  village  of  Dego;  while  La 
Harpe,  with  his  division  in  three  close  columns,  turned 
the  right  flank  of  the  same  wing.  One  column  kept 
in  awe  the  centre  of  the  Austrians,  a  second  attacked 
the  flank  of  their  left  wing,  while  the  third  column 
gained  its  rear.  Thus  was  the  left  wing  of  the  com^ 
bioed  army  completely  surrounded  and  thrown  into 
confusion.  Eight  thousand  men  were,  on  this  occa- 
8ion»  taken  prisoners,  and  general  Provera  at  last  sof- 
rendered. 

On  the  morning  after  his  fatal  defeat  at  Millesimo, 
Beaulieu,  at  tbe  head  of  seven  thousand  chosen  Aus- 
trians, attacked  at  day- break  the  village  of  Degb« 
where  the  French  reposed  in  security  after  their  sne- 
cess.  He  took  the  village;  but  tbe  French,  having 
rallied  under  Massena,  spent  the  greater  part  of  tbe 
day  in  attempting  to  retake  it.  They  were  thrie^re- 
pulsedy  and  one  of  their  generak,  Causse,  was  killed. 
^M3  To- 
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Towards  evening,  bowever,  Bonaparte  in  persoii 
baving  brought  up  reinforcements,  the  post  was  re* 
taken,  and  the  Austrians  retired  with  the  loss  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  made  prisoners. 

Bonaparte  afterwards  threw  bimwelf  between  the 
Austrian  and  Sardinian  armies.  By  possessing  the 
strong  post  of  D^o,  bis  right  was  secured  against  the 
efforts  of  Beaulieu ;  while  he  was  enabled  to  act  with 
the  mass  of  bis  force  against  the  Piedmontese,  Hia 
ibnterprizes  in  this  quarter  were  facilitated  by  the  ex-r 
ertions  of  Augereau,  who  bad  opened  a  communica* 
tion  with  the  valley  of  the  Tanaro,  where  Serj^urier's 
[division  was  approaching  the  town  of  Ceva,  and  near 
which  the  Piedmontese  bad  an  entrenched  camp,  de- 
fended by  eight  thousand  men.  On  the  16tb,  Auge- 
reau  attacked  the  redoubts  that  covered  this  camp, 
which  induced  the  Piedmontese  to  evacuate  it  in  tho 
night;  and,  on  the  17th,  Ceva  was  entered  by  Serru- 
rier.  Count  Colli  now  retreated  to  cover  Turin* 
making  choice,  however,  of  the  strongest  posts,  and 
fighting  in  them  all.  He  was  able,  on  the  20tb*  to 
repulse  Serrurier;  but,  on  the  32d,  Bonaparte,  still 
pressing  on  tbe  Piedmontese  general,  defeated  him 
with  great  loss  near  Mondovi,  and  entered  that  placO), 
The  retreating  army  in  vain  made  a  stand,  v?ith  ita 
bead-quarters  at  Fossano,  and  its  wings  at  Coni  and 
Cherasco.  On  the  25th^  Massena  advanced,  against 
Cherasco,  which  was  speedily  evacuated.  Fossano 
surrendered  to  Serrurier,  and  Alba  to  Augeimu. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  the  day  after  he  li^^^n  de- 
feated near  Mondovi,  count  Colli  wrote  to  IsSnapart^ 
requesting  an  armistice,  to  allow  tbe  king  of  Sardinia 
an  opportunity  of  negociating  a  peace.  By  this  time 
the  French  army  was  within  twenty-six  miles  of 
Turin;  and  that  prince  saw  himself  suddenly  reduced 
to  tbe  distressing  alternative  of  being  closely  besieged^ 
in  bis  capital,  or  of  accepting  such  terms  as  the  con-s 
queror  might  think  proper  to  impose.  Bonaparte 
granted  an  armistice^  on  condition  that  the  three  for- 
fresses  pf  Qonit^  C^vi^j  and  Tortona«  should  be  delf* 
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^ed  up  to  bim,  ^ith  their  artillery  and  magazinesj 
and  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  cross  the  Po  at  Ya* 
tia.  The  armistice  was  signed  on  the  29th^  and  it 
vras  followed  by  a  formal  treaty  with  the  French  re* 
public,  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  17th  of  May*. 

While  the  peace  was  negociatiog,  the  republican 
army  advanced  towards  the  Po.  Beaulieu  was  de- 
ceived by  the  article  in  the  armistice  which  stipulated^ 
that  the  French  should  be  allowed  to  cross  that  river 
at  Yalentia,  and  made  all  his  preparations  for  resist* 
ance  in  that  quarter.  Bonaparte  laboured  by  every 
means  to  con6rm  this  error;  and  while  Beauliett 
waited  for  him  near  Y alentia,  he  advanced  hastily  into 
Lombardy,  and  had  proceeded  sixty  miles  to  Placentia, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  7th  of  May,  before  the  direc- 
tion of  his  march  was  known  to  the  Austrian  general. 
He  immediately  effected  his  passage  without  difficulty^ 
there  being  only  a  small  party  of  Austrian  cavalry  oo 
the  opposite  bank,  and  they  fled  at  his  approach* 
Beaulieu  in  the  mean  while  had  sent,  when  too  late* 
a  body  of%  six  thousand  infantry  and  two  thousand  ca- 
Talry,  to  hinder  the  French  from  passing  the  river;^ 
but  Bonaparte,  now  on  the  same  side  of  the  river 
with  themselves,  met  and  defeated  them  on  the  8th,  at 
the  village  of  Fombio.  Another  party  of  five  thou- 
sand imperialists,  advancing  to  the  assistance  of  those 
at  Fombio,  was  met  at  Codogno,  and  repulsed  by  La 
^arpe^  but  this  officer  was  killed  on  the  occasion.  On 


*  The  conditions  imposed  on  the  fallen  king  of  Sardinia  wera 
ImmiUating  and  setere.  He  surrendered  to  France  for  ewet  tlia 
dochy  of  SsYOf ,  and  the  rouotics  of  Nice,  Jenda,  and  BreteoiL 
^eg^Je  an  amnesty  to  all  his  -subjectti  that  were  prosecuted  for 
political  opinions.  lie  agreed  that  the  French  troops  shonld 
hate  free  access  to  Italy  through  his  territory;  and,  in  addition  to 
the  fortresses  surrendered  by  the  armistice,  he  gare  up  those  of 
JBxilety  Su«a,  Brunette,  A^biette,  Chateau  banphio,  and  Alexan* 
dria,  to  be  possessed  by  the  French  during  the  war;  and  tbej 
yere  authorized  to  levy  military  contributions  in  the  territory  Od*- 
eupied  by  them.  He  agreed  to  erect  no  works  in  future  on  the 
fide  of  France,  and  to-demoHih  the  fortresses  of  Branette  aoti 
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the  9tb,  Bonaparte  graoted  an  armistice  to  the  duke 
of  Parma^  on  condition  of  his  paying  a  contribution 
pf.two  million  of  livres,  (87,5001.)  and  delivering 
ten  thousand  quintals  of  wheat,  five  thousand  quintals 
of  oats,  and  two  thousand  oxen,  for  the'  use  of  the 
urmy.  This  prince  also  agreed  to  deliver  up  twenty 
of  his  bqit  paintings,  to  be  chosen  by  the  French. 
Similar  stipulations  were  ordered  to  be  inserted  in 
^very  future,  treaty;  by  which  means  the  most  va^ 
luable  curiosities  of  Italy  were  to.  be  transferred  to 
the  French  capital.  In  the  above  actions  the  Aur 
•trians  suffered  amazing  loss  both  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

The  Austrians  under  general  Beaulieu  being  driven 
from  the  Po,  after  their  defeat  at  Fombio,  crossed  the 
Adda>  and  made  good  their  retreat  to  Lodi,  on  that 
river,  where  marshal  Beaulieu  concentrated  the  Aus- 
trian forces.  On  the  approach  of  the  French,  they 
abandoned  the  town  with  so  much  precipitation  that 
they  had  not  time  to  destroy  the  bridge,  which,  bow<- 
ever,  they  defended  with  thirty  pieces  of  artillery;  and 
the  imperial  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  to 
hinder  the  passage.  On  the  10th  of  May,  a  severe 
cannonade  took  place  for  some  hours;  but  the  shew 
of  resistance  made  by  the  Austrians  appeared  so  for«- 
midable,  that  the  French  generals  were  for  some  time 
undecided  with  respect  to  the  manner  of  the  attack. 
To  pass  the  bridge  in  the  face  of  the  Austrian  army 
posted  so  advantageously,  was  incurring  certain  de- 
struction to  numbers;  and  therefore  in  the  delibera- 
tions which  took  place  among  the  French  generals,  the 
majority  were  of  opinion  that  the  passage  should  be 
attempted  at  places  at  sope  distance,  both  above  atid 
below  the  town,  where  the  resistance  would  be  con* 
siderably  weakened,  if  not  rendered  ineffective.  Bo* 
naparte,  however,  full  of  confidence  in  his  soldiers^ 
and  feeling  that  delay  would  be  more  injurious  to  his  . 
plan  of  operations  than  the  loss  to  be  expected  by 
marching  up  iq  the  Austrian  batteries,  gave  peremp:* 
tory  orders  that  the  attack  should  be  made  by  the 
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bridge.  Accordingly,  before  day*break,  the  army^ 
prepared  for  the  enterprize,  and  a  column  of  cara* 
bineers^  followed  by  a  battalion  of  grenadiers,  passed 
the  bridge  half-way  before  they  were  discovered  by 
the  Austrians.  A  general  discharge  destroyed  about 
seven  hundred;  the  advanced  body  of  the  column  was 
struck  with  terror,  and  stopped  short ;  but  animated 
by  the  cries  of  "  Vive  la  republique!*'  from  the  ge- 
nerals, who  saw  the  danger,  and  who  threw  them<i^ 
selves  at  their  head,  they  rushed  forward  with  impe- 
tuosity, seized  the  Austrian  artillery,  which  the 
French  turned  upon  them,  broke  through  the  lines, 
and  throwing  the  whole  into  disorder,  ended  the  con- 
test by  dispersing  the  imperial  troops.  This  exploit 
has  been  much  celebrated ;  and  it  had  the  effect  of* 
producing  a  great  portion  of  national  exultation. 

General  Beaulieu,  being  obliged  to  retire  up  the 
Adda,  recalled  those  troops  which  be  had  placed  oa 
the  Ticino  and  at  Milan,  which  city  he  evacuated, 
leaving  only  eighteen  hundred  men  in  the  citadel,  who 
capitulated  to  four  thousand  French,  under  Massena, 
who  took  possession  of  the  town,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  May  12,  Bonaparte  made  his  triumphal 
entry.  He  imposed  on  Lombardy,  as  the  price  oft 
their  liberty,  a  contribution  of  twenty  millions  of 
livres  (875,0001.),  and  obtained  from  the  duke  of 
Modena  half  that  sum,  and  twenty  valuable  pictures, 
for  a  suspension  of  arms. 

General  Beaulieu  being  now  too  weak  to  dispute* 
Kny  longer  the  possession  of  the  Milanese,  thought 
only  of  covering  Mantua,  and  keeping  up  his  com-f 
lHunication  with  Germany;  for  which  purpose  he 
took  argood  position  on  the  Mincio;  but  Bonaparte* 
having  forced  the  passage  of  that  river  near  Borg- 
hetto,  and  marched  a  column  of  his  army  towards- 
Peschiera  and  Castelnuovo,  with  the  intention  of 
cutting  him  off  from  the  road  to  Verona  and  Trente,- 
the  Austrian  general  was  obliged  to  give  up  all  com- 
munication with  Mantua,  and  retreat  towards  the 
Adige.    Mantua  was  abundantly  supplied  with  pro-* 
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▼isiom,  and  Beaulieu,  after  placiog  in  it  a  garrison  of 
twelve  thousand  men^  bad  only  fourteen  thousand 
left,  at  the  head  of  whom  be  effected  a  judicious  re- 
treat, traversing  the  states  of  Venice,  and  gaining  tha 
narrow  passes  of  the  Tyrol,  where  he  intended  to  de-» 
fend  himself. 

The  French,  thus  become  masters  of  Italy,  spread 
themselves  in  every  direction.  Terror  and  dismay 
went  before  them,  and  produced  applications  for  aa 
armistice  from  the  king  of  Naples,  and  the  pope* 
The  territories  of  Naples  being  from  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, were  not  subjected  to  a  contribution;  nothing 
more  was  required  but  a  separation  of  the  troops  of 
that  country  from  those  of  the  emperor. .  The  pope» 
;  on  the  contrary,  being  within  the  grasp  of  the  repub- 
licans, Bonaparte  took  from  him  Bologna,  Ferrara^ 
and  fort  Urbino,  and  the  pontiff  was  promised  fur- 
ther forbearance,  on  yielding  to  the  French  those 
places,  and  the  citadel  of  Ancona,  and  on  paying 
twenty-one  millions  of  livres,  (947,7781.)  a  hundred 
paintings  and  two  hundred  of  the  most  valuable  ma- 
nuscripts from  the  public  library  of  Rome.       i 

Having  gained  these  towns,  the  French  obtained 
iufficient  artillery  and  stores  for  the  siege  of  Mantua; 
and,  not  content  with  the  spoils  of  Rome,  they  plun- 
dered Milan,  P^via,  Parma,  and  Placenza,  of  their 
choicest  works.  During  these  transactions,  the  French 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  castle  of  Milan,  which 
aurrendered  on  the  29th  of  June. 

From  the  papal  territories,.  Bonaparte  advanced  to 
Leghorn,  in  the  neutral  state  of  Tuscany,  under  pre« 
tence  of  driving  out  the  English,  and  confiscating 
their  property.  By  means  of  unusual  speed  and  ac- 
tivity, the  task  assigned  to  Bonaparte  was  completed 
by  the  time  the  campaign  upon  the  Rhine  was  begun. 
Mantua  was  still  indeed  in  the  hands  of  the  impe«» 
rialists;  but  it  was  blockaded,  and  all  Italy  was  sub- 
missive to  the  mandates  of  the  French  republic. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  invasion  of 
Germany,  mareschal  Wurmser  was  sent  into  Italy  ta 
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replace  Beau1teti>  who  was  removed  from  hia  com- 
mand. On  his  arrival^  he  collected  the  wrecks  of  the 
Austrian  army^  and  prepared,  till  he  should  receive 
reiaforcements,  to  confine  the  French  within  as  nar^. 
row  limits  as  possible,  by  lines  drawn  from  the  lake  of 
Garda  to  the  river  Adige.  At  the  end  of  June,  how- 
ever, these  lines  were  attacked  and  carried  by  Masr 
Sena's  division,  which  induced  Wurmser  to  avoid  far- 
ther exertion  till  he  should  receive  a  more  adequate 
force.  The  first  part  of  the  month  of  July  was  spent 
by  Bonaparte  in  pressing  the  siege  of  Mantua,  which 
before  the  close  of  that  month  he  expected  to  capture. 
Ini  this,  however,  he  was  deceived.  Twenty  thousand 
Austrian  troops  had  been  sent  from  the  Rhine ;  and 
other  reinforcements  were  marching  towards  Italy;  so 
that  Bonaparte,  instead  of  being  able  to  take  Mantuaj 
had  to  defend  himself  against  the  force  of  a  superior 
army,  that  approached  to  rai^e  the  siege,  and  even 
threatened  to  drive  him  out  of  Italy. 

General  Wurmser's  troops  descended  from  tbe  Tyrol 
in  two  divisions.  One  half  proceeded  along  the  east 
side  of  the  lake  of  Garda,  and  the  other  came  by  the 
west  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  French,  who  were 
thus  enclosed  by  the  Austrians.  On  the  29th  of  July> 
Massena  was  driven  from  the  strong  post  of  La  Co* 
Tona,  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  fifteen  thousand  Austrians  drove  the  French 
from  Salo,  and  afterwards  took  Brescia,  with  all  the 
magazines  and  hospitals  of  BOnaparte's  army.  There 
was  a  fatal  error,  however,  in  the  general  plaU'  of 
operations  formed  by  the  imperialists.  Their  army 
united  was  an  overmatch  for  the  French ;  but  they  had 
voluntarily  divided  it  into  two  weak  parts,  placing 
Bonaparte  between  them.  The  error  was  instantly 
discerned,  and  taken  advantage  of  by  their  sagacious 
antagonist.  On  the  night  of  the  30th,  he  suddenly 
'raised  the  siege  of  Mantua,  and  on  tbe  1st  of  Augiist 
retook  Brescia,  with  the  magazines  and  hospitals. 
Having  tbe  mass  of  his  army  united,  Bonaparte  sur- 
passed his  antagonists  in  numbers  wherever  be  en- 
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countered  tbem.  He  prepared  to  attack  the  impe* 
rialists  on  the  3d  at  Salo^  Lonado,  and  Cadtiglionej^ 
but  ^aft  anticipated  by  them.  Having  formed  a  large 
body  of  his  troops  into  close  columns,  the  Austriaiis/ 
vfho  were  not  aware  of  his  mode  of  tactics,  extended 
their  line  to  surround  him;  a  movement  which  enabkA 
the  republican  columns  to  penetrate  the  imperial  army 
in  all  directions,  and  throw  it  into  complete  disorderj 
The  French  took  four  thousand  prisoners  and  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon;  and  the  loss  in  killed  und  Wounded 
Che  Austrians  severely  felt. 

On  the  5th  and  Gth  of  August,  Bonaparte  4ttaeked 
general  Wurmser,  and  drove  him  from  Peschiera  and 
the  river  Miocio.  On  the  7th,  the  Austrians  were 
eompelled  to  quit  Verona,  and  to  retire  once  more  to 
the  mountains  of  the  Tyrol.  This  contest,  which  had 
lasted  six  days,  codt  the  imperialists  twenty  thousand 
men,  fifteen  thousand  of  whom  were  made  prisoners. 

The  fugitive  king  of  France,  (Louis  XYIH.)  hap-* 
pened  to  be  at  Verona  only  a  short  period  before  it 
was  assailed  by  the  French.  The  senate  of  Venice 
was  constrained  to  order  him  to  quit  their  territories; 
and  the  podesta  or  messenger  was  dispatched  to  Ve^ 
roqa  with  this  decree.  Louis,  assuming  an  air  of 
consequence,  informed  the  podesta,  that,  as  a  Vene* 
tian  nobleman,  he  had  an  incontestible  right  to  reside 
at  Verona;  but  that  he  would  leave  the  town,  as  soon 
as  the  sword  should  be  restored  to  him  which  Henry 
IV.  had  presented  to  the  republic,  and  the  golden 
.book  brought  to  him,  that  he  might  erase  his  name 
from  the  list  of  citizens.  The  podesta  replied,  that 
the  senate,  at  his  request,  would  without  hesitation 
erase  him  from  the  list;  but  that,  twelve  millions  be« 
ing  due  to  the  republic  from  Henry  IV.  his  sword 
\vould  be  kept  in  pledge  until  the  restitution. 

From  Verona,  Bonaparte  thus  wrote  to  the  direc-** 
tory. — '*  I  am  just  arrived  at  Verona,  but  intend  to 
depart  to-morrow.  It  is  a  large  and  fine  town.  I 
leave  a  garrison  in  it,  to  remain  master  of  the  three 
bridges  which  it  has  over  the  Adige.    I  have  not  con'* 
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eealed  from  the  inhabitants^  that,  had  the  king  ef 
France  not  evacuated  the  town  before  mj  passage  of 
the  Po,  I  should  have  set  fire  to  a  city  so  audacioil* 
as  to  think  itself  the  capital  of  the  French  empire*  I 
have  just  seen  the  amphitheatre:  this  remain  of  th^ 
Roman  people  is  worthy  of  them.  I  could  not  btit 
feel  humbled  at  the  comparative  paltriness  of  our 
Champ  de  Mars.  Here  a  hundred  thousand  specta^ 
tors  sat  conveniently,  and  could  easily  hear  an  orator 
addressing  them.  The  emigrants  are  flying  from  Italy, 
More  than  fifteen  hundred  withdrew  five  days  before 
our  arrival.  They  are  hurrying  into  Germany  with 
remorse  and  misery."  , 

The  French  now  commenced  the  siege  of  Mantun 
afresh.  The  garrison  in  their  absence  had  destroyed 
their  works^  and  carried  into  the  city  one  hundred  and 
forty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  which  the  French  had 
left  behind  them,  and  had  also  procured  a  considers 
able  quantity  of  provisions.  The  blockade  was  re^ 
newed;  but  Wurmser,  having  received  reinforcev 
raents,  was  again  enabled  to  attempt  the  relief  of  tb^ 
place.  Bonaparte,  having  information  of  his  ap<» 
proach,  left  sufficient  troops  to  keep  up  the  blockadot 
while  be  advanced  to  meet  him.  On  the  4th  of  Sepr 
temberbe  came  up  with  and  drove  the  Austrians  fropi 
the  passes  of  St.  Marco,  and  the  city  of  Roveredo,  to 
the  pass  of  Galliano,  where  they  made  their  principal 
stand.  Here  a  battle  ensued,  in  which  the  French 
killed  great  numbers  of  the  Austrians,  took  six  thou* 
sand  prisoners,  and  entered  Trent  as  conquerors. 

instead  of  retiring  before  the  conqqeror,  who' 
might  have  driven  him  to  Inspruck,  and  arrived  at 
a  critical  moment  pn  the  Danube,  where  Moreau  ha4 
just  commenced  his  retreat,  general  Wurmser  pud* 
denly  threw  himself  with  his  vanquished  arniy  into 
Bassano,  upon  the  flank  of  Bonaparte,  and  then  ad- 
vanced by  forced  marches  towards  Mantua.  He  made 
H  stand  at  Bassano  on  the  8th,  but  was  defeated,  and 
five  thousand  of  his  men  were  taken  pikoners.  But 
he  hftd  stiU  »  considerable  body  of  troops.    With 
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these  he  pushed  forward;  and  having  encountered 
different  divisions  of  the  French  at  Cerea^  Castellano, 
and  Due  Castelli^  he  effected  the  passage  of  the  Adige 
at  Porto  Legnano,  and  entered  Mantua  M^ith  the 
wreck  of  his  army,  amounting  to  no  more  than  about 
four  thousand  infantry  and  four  thousand  five  hundred 
cavalry.  In  this  enterprize  he  lost  all  together  up* 
vards  of  twenty  thousand  men;  but  the  effect  of  it 
was^  that  it  fixed  Bonaparte  in  Italy,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  remain  watching  and  blockading  the  nun 
merous  garrison  of  Mantua.  He  hoped  that  its  num- 
bers would  soon  reduce  it  by  famine  to  the  necessity  of 
a  capitulation;  but  in  this  he  was  mistaken,  as  the 
flesh  of  the  horses  carried  into  it  by  Wurroser  af- 
forded subsistence  to  the  troops  during  a  long  period 
of  time. 

The  Austrian  emperor  now  sent  into  the  field  anew 
army  to  attempt  the  relief  of  Mantua.  In  the  be-- 
ginning  of  November  a  part  of  it  marched  under 
field-marshal  Alvinzi,  towards  Vincenzia  on  the  eastj 
seconded  by  general  Davidovich,  with  another  divi- 
sion from  Tyrol.  Alvinzi  crossed  the  Piava;  but  was 
met  by  the  French,  and  compelled  to  repass  that  river. 
Davidovich,  in  the  mean  time,  having  succeeded  in 
driving  the  French  down  the  Adige  towards  Verona^ 
Bonaparte  was  under  the  necessity  of  concentrating 
bis  forces.  He  now  adopted  his  usual  expedient  of 
keeping  one  division  of  the  enemy  in  check,  while  he 
contended  with  the  main  body  of  bis  forces  against  the 
other.  He  left  Vaubois  with  some  troops  to  amuse 
Davidovich,  while  he  advanced  in  person  against  Al- 
l^inzi,  who  was  hastening  towards  Verona.  He  met 
the  Austrians  at  the  village  of  Arcole.  To  seize  this 
post;  which  could  not  be  easily  turped  on  account  of 
a  canal,  the  French  were  under  the  necessity  of  pas- 
sing a  narrow  bridge,  in  the  hottest  fire  of  the  Au- 
strians. They  made  the  attempt  without  success. 
Their  oflBcers  rushed  to  the  head  of  the  column,  and 
in  vain  attempted  to  rally  the  troops.  Generals 
Verdier,  Bon,  Verne;,  and  Lasp^Sj  were  carried  oSji 
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4he  field.  Augereau  then  advanced  with  a  standard 
to  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  but  the  troops  would  not 
follow  him.  At  last  Bonaparte,  who  in  the  mean 
time  had  sent  Guieux  with  two  thousand  men  to  turn 
the  village  at  two  miles  distance,  hastened  to  the 
bridge  himself.  Seizing  a  standard,  be  advanced  at 
the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  crjing,  ''  Follow  jour 
general."  They  followed  him  to  within  thirty  yarda 
of  the  bridge,  when  they  were  intimidated  by  the  ter- 
rible fire  of  the  AustrianSj  and  their  leader  found  it 
necessary  to  retire.  Attempting  to  mount  his  horse  to 
rally  the  column,  lest  the  Austrians  should  advance, 
he  was  thrown  into  a  morass,  while  still  under  the  fire 
of  the  troops  in  the  village ;  but  here  he  again  escaped, 
as  the  Austrians  did  not  attempt  to  follow  up  their  ad* 
vantage.  While  Bonaparte  was  thus  holding  the  im^ 
perial  army  in  check,  the  detached  division  succeeded 
in  crossing  the  Adige  lower  down;  they  made  an  ex- 
tensive circuit,  attacked  the  village  on  a  weak  point 
during  the  night,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  it, 
with  five  pieces  of  cannon  and  four  hundred  men. 

Alvtozi,  advancing  with  all  his  forces  on  the  points 
menaced,  promoted  the  views  of  Bonaparte,  by  re- 
moving still  further  from  Davidovich;  the  French,  on 
his  approach,  evacuated  the  village  of  Arcole,  and' 
during  the  two  following  days  severe  and  bloody  bat- 
tles weire  fought,  whicli  still  terminated  greatly  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  Austrians,  who  were  compelled  to 
retire  in  disorder  to  Bonifacio.  The  conflict  was  so 
obstinate,  that  fifteen  French  generals  were  killed  or 
wounded,  and  all  had  their  clothes  pierced  with  bul- 
lets. The  French,  however,  suiTered  not  more  than 
the  Austrians;  for  though  the  latter  had  not  so  many 
•  generals  killed  or  wounded,  they  lost  a  far  greater 
number  of  men* 

The  Austrians  retired  to  Vincenza,  but  the  French 
were  too  much  enfeebled  to  pursue  them  with  vigour; 
and  Davidovich  speedily  deprived  them  of  many  ad- 
vantages of  their  late  victories,  by  attacking  general 
Yaubois  on  the  Upper  Adige,  and  driving  him  with 
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ffeai  slaughter  to  Pescbiera.  David ovicb  had  bj 
(these  means  advanced  within  a  few  leagues  of  Mantua, 
•when  Bonaparte^  alarmed  at  his  success,  joined  Vau- 
J>ois,  and  attacked  him  on  the  heights  of  Compara^ 
"where  Davidovich^  being  greatly  inferior  in  force, 
After  some  resistance,  retired  to  Alla^  with  considera- 
ble loss.  The  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Mantua  was 
ihus  completely  frustrated,  by  the  astonishing  activity 
and  promptitude  of  Bonaparte  in  attacking  each  divi- 
gion  separately,  and  preventing  their  junction;  so  that 
the  new  army  of  twenty  thousand  men  which  the  em- 
peror had  sent  into  Italy  was  nearly  destroyed.  The 
garrison  was,  however,  supplied  with  provisions  in 
icoflsequence  of  a  vigorous  sortie  made  by  Wurmser; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  year  passed  without  any 
other  conflict  of  importance. 

General  Bonaparte  was  still  engaged  in  the  block- 
ade of  Mantua,  while  the  Austrian  government  was 
making  vast  efforts  to  recruit  the  army  of  Alvinzi  after 
}ts  defeat  at  Arcole,  and  to  enable  that  general  to 
make  a  last  and  desperate  effort  for  the  relief  of  Man- 
tua. The  young  men  of  Vienna  yvete  urged  to  give 
their  assistance  on  this  important  occasion,  and  six 
thousand  of  them  marched  into  Italy  as  volunteers. 
Alvinzi's  army  now  amounted  to  nearly  lifty  thousand 
men;  and  he  commenced  his  operations  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1797,  by  skirmishing  along  the  whole  of  the 
French  line,  from  Porto  Legnano  upwards  to  La  Co- 
rona near  the  lake  Garda.  On  the  lOtb,  Bonaparte 
was  at  Bologna,  taking  precautions  against  the  escape 
of  Wurmser  by  that  quarter,  which,  from  an  inter- 
cepted letter,  he  had  learned  was  in  contemplation. 
But  being  informed  of  the  approach  of  the  Austrians, 
he  hastened  to  Mantua,  and  from  thence  to  Verona, 
which  was  the  centre  of  the  line  of  his  army  that  op- 
posed Alvinzi.  He  arrived  at  Verona  on  the  morning 
^f  the  12th ;  but  as  the  Austrians  continued  to  make 
their  attacks  upon  different  quarters  at  once,  he  was 
unable  to  penetrate  the  design  of  their  leader.  On 
the  1 3th>  the  efforts  of  the  Austrians  beg«,n  to  assume 
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»  formiditble  aspect  on  the  lower  part  of  h»  line  neaf 
Porto  Legnano ;  hvA,  od  the  evening  of  the  same  day^ 
be  received  intelligence  that  the  upper  estremitj  o(f 
his  line,  where  Joubert  commanded,  had  been  attacked 
by  such  an  immense  superiority  of  numbers^  that  therd 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  mass  of  the  imperial 
troops  was  concentrated  there.  The  post  of  Isa  Co^ 
rona  had  been  forced^  and  Joubert  compelled  to  with'>< 
draw  to  Rivolt,  which  he  abandoned  in  a  short  time« 

The  Austrians  still  persisted  in  their  unfortunate 
plan  of  dividing  their  army,  that  they  might  have  tw0 
chances  of  success.  Ten  thousand  chosen  troops^ 
afnong  whom  were  the  Vienna  volunteers,  were  des-^ 
tined  under  general  Provera  to  penetrate  to  Mantua 
by  Porto  Legnano,  at  the  lower  extremity  of  tber 
French  line;  while  Alvinzi  in  person  advanced  With 
the  main  army  against  Joubert  at  its  other  extremity* 
Bonaparte,  in  the  mean  time,  left  Verona  in  theeven*' 
ing  of  the  13tfa,  having  ordered  the  whole  centre  of 
bis  army  under  M assena  to  follow  him  to  the  neigh-* 
bourhood  of  Rivoli.  Here  he  spent  the  night  in  ar-' 
ranging  the  order  of  battle  for  the  next  day^  and  in 
occupying  strong  positions.  At  day*break  of  the 
14th  the  attack  was  begun  by  Joubert's  division,  to 
Ihe  no  small  surprize  of  the  Austrians,  who  were  not 
aware  of  the  arrival  of  Bonaparte  with  reinforcements* 
The  battle,  however,  was  long  and  obstinate.  The 
superiority  of  numbers  on  the  side  of  the  Austrians 
enabled  them  to  defeat  all  the  efforts  of  the  French  to 
turn  their  divisions.  They  also  succeeded  in  driving 
back  upon  the  centre  the  two  wings  of  the  Frencn 
army,  in  considerable  disorder.  Alvinzi  now  attacked 
the  centre.  Which  scarcely  maintained  its  position;  and 
the  Austrian  wings  advancing  on  both  sides,  com- 
pletely surrounded  the  French  army.  The  victory 
seemed  already  won;  and  it  is  said  that  Alvinzi  dis* 
patched  a  courier  to  Vienna  to  announce  the  approach-^ 
ii^  capture  of  Bonaparte  and  his  army.  The  si* 
tuation  of  the  republican  chief  was  certainly  alarming; 
bat  from  the  nature  of  his  order  of  battle,  his  troops 
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bad  rather  been  concentrated  than  scattei^ed  b>^  tEe 
repulse  they  had  received,  and  it  was  therefore  stitt  io 
his  power  to  make  a  desperate  eflfort.  Having  formed 
three  strong  columns^  he  sent  them  against  the  Aus* 
trian  right  wing.  They  succeeded  in  penetrating  it 
at  different  points;  and  it  fled  in  such  confusion,  that 
having  encountered  a  party  of  French  that  had  not 
arrived  in  time  to  join  the  body  of  the  army,  four 
.  thousand  Austrians  laid  down  their  arms^  and  surren^ 
dered  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  Night  put  an  end 
to  any  farther  contest  in  this  part,  when  Bonaparte 
instantly  flew  to  oppose  general  Pro  vera,  leaving  Jou« 
bert  to  prosecute  the  victory  he  had  so  far  gained. 
This  service  he  performed  with  great  address.  A  de- 
tachment under  Murat,  having  inarched  all  the  night 
of  the  14th  after  the  battle,  seized  Montebaldo,  in  the 
rear  of  the  position  at  Corona,  to  which  a  considerable 
division  of  the  Austrians  had  retreated;  while  Jou-' 
bert,  next  morning,  attacked  them  io  front.  Finding 
themselves  thus  surrounded,  they  fell  into  confusion r 
six  thousand  were  made  prisoners,  many  hundreds 
were  drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  the  Adige^  some 
thousands  were  slaughtered,  and  the  remainder  fied 
into  the  Tyrol. 

It  was  during  this  sanguinary  contest  en  the  upper 
part  of  the  Adige,  that  Frovera  had  forced  his  pas- 
sage across  the  lower  part  of  that  river  at  Angiara, 
and  compelled  Guieux  to  retire  to  Ronco.  Augereaii 
collected  all  the  troops  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
marched  to  attack  Provera;  but  as  be  hastened  towards 
Mantua>  Augereau  could  only  come  up  with  his  rear, 
of  which,  after  an  engagement  in  which  the  Austrian* 
suffered  severely,  he  took  two  thousand  prisoners^ 
On  the  15th,  however,  Provera  arrived  io  the  vicinity 
of  Mantua.  The  city,  which  stands  on  a  lake,  was 
blockadid  at  the  two  points  by  which  it  had  access  to 
the  main  landj  called  St.  George  and  La  Favorite, 
Alvinzi  was  to  have  formed  his  junction  with  Provehk 
at  the  post  of  St.  George.  Receiving  no  intelligence 
of  him,  general  Provera  summoned  the  French  com*  ^ 
3  mander 
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'  ttaander  here  ta  surrender ;  and,  on  his  refusal,  endea^ 
iroured  to  carrj  the  position  by  assault.  Haying  failed 
in  this  attempt,  be  turned  fats  attention  towards  the 
post  of  La  Favorite,  which  he  attacked  on  the  morn**' 
ing  of  Ihe  16th|  while  Wurmser,  who  had  perceived 
.  his  arrival,  advanced  with  the  troops  of  the  garrison 
against  the  same  point  But  by  this  time  ISodaparte 
had  arrived  with  reinforcements.  Wurmaer  was  re-^ 
pulsed  with  great  lossi  and  Provera,  being  completely 
surrounded  by  the  Frenehi  was  compelled  to  surrender 
his  army  prisanei^  of  war*. 

The  pope,  who  of  all  the  Europeaii  princes  had  thd 
greatest  reason  for  disliking  the  French  causCi  incau- 
tiously persevered  in  hostility,  in  the  hope  that  some 
of  the  imperial  armies  might  succeed  in  driving  Bo^ 
naparte  from  Italy.  Having  recovered  f^om  the  panic 
which  induced  him  to  solicit  an  armistice  when  the 
French  first  entered  Lombajdyi  he  had  avoided  con- 
cluding a  treaty  of  peace^  and  attempted  to  enter  into 
a  close  alliance  with  the  court  Of  Yientia.  He  pro^ 
cured  officers  to  be  sent  from  thence  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  his  troops,  and  flattered  himself  with  the  vaia 
hope  of  being  able  to  make  an  important  diversion  in 
favour  of  the  Austrian  forces^ 

The  emperor  and  the  I^rench  being  now  preparing 
lo  renew  their  bloody  contest  on  the  frontiers  of  Ger^ 
many,  it  was  of  importance  to  Bonaparte  to  leave 
Italy  completely  conquered  in  his  rear.  On  the  1st 
of  February  he  sent  a  division  of  his  army  under  Vic<^ 

^  The  result  of  all  these  battles  was  the  captore  of  tweaty.thred 
thousand  prisoners  and  sixty  pieces  of  canaon;  and  thus  four  im« 
perial  armies  had  perished  in  Italy  in  the  attempt  to  preserve 
Mantua.  The  capture  of  tliis  city,  howeter,  was  now  ineFitable^ 
in  consequence  of  famine.  It  surrendered  by  capitulation  on  th# 
3d  of  February,  1797.  Bonaparte  on  this  occasion  endeaToured 
to  acquire^  the  reputation  of  hiunanitj.  To  allow  the  French 
emigrants  in  the  garrison  to  escape^  he  consented  to  atf  articlelin 
the  'capitulation,  that  general  Wurmser  should  be  allowed  to  select 
and  carry  out  of  the  garrison  seven  hundred  mep^  who  were  not 
to  be  examined  nor  considered  as  prisoners  |  and  At  |SQeval  hiflPN 
Self  was  allowed  tor  depart  un^nditionally. 
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ior,  along  with  the  Lombard  legion^  comistiog  flC 
ItaliaoSf  to  enter  the  territory  of  the  pope;  and^  upon 
the  surrender  of  Maotua^  Bonaparte  followed  in  per« 
<  son.    The  troops  of  the  apostolic  see  made  feeble  re- 
sistance.   The  new  raised  Lombard  legion  was  made 
to  try  its  valour  against  them  on  the  river  S^ns,  on  the 
Sd.    After  storming  their  entrenchmentSj  it  took  their 
eannpn  and  one  thousand  prisoners.    Urbino,  Ancosa, 
and  LorettOj  successively  fell  an  easy  prey.    From  the 
tbapel  at  Loretto  the  papal  general  Colli  had  carried 
tnost  of  the  treasure;  but  the  French  still  fpund  gold 
and  silver  articles  worth  one  million  of  livres^  and  the 
image  of  the  virgin  was  conveyed  as  a  curiosity  to  the 
capital  of  France.  General  Bonaparte  now  proceeded 
through  Macerata  to  Toleotino.     He  was  here  met  by 
a  messenger  from  the  pope  with  offers  of  peace;  and 
he  concluded  a  treaty  with  his  holiness  on  the  19th  of 
tt'iebruary,  1797*.  Having  effected  a  pacification  with 
the  pope,  Bonaparte  next  employed  himself  in  laying 
tinder  contribution  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany^  and 
tbe  republic  of  Venice.     Thus  the  French  made  the 
iBdtirti  conquiest  of  Italy  at  the  expence  of  the  neutral 
powers;  and  during  the  tremendous  conflict,  the  Aus* 
trians  are  said  to  have  lost  nearly  eighty  thousand 
taaen;  and  the  republicans  sixty  thousand. 

The  Advantages  obtarned  by  the  French  in  thi^ 
quarter  are  summed  up  in  these  terms :  Piedmont  in<* 
vaded,  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  forced  to  an  igoomi^ 
nious  peace;  Lombardy  conquered;  both  banks  of 
the  Po  republicantzed;  the  king  of  Naples  detached 


*  By  this  treatj,  the  pope?  gate  tip  to  the  French  Avigtlon^ 
the  Comtat,  VenaisBin,  the  dachies  of  Bologna  and  Ferrara,  and 
the  legation  of  Romagna ;  agreed  to  pay  fifteen  millions  of  liTres 
{056,2501. )  besides  th6  twenty.one  millions  of  lirres,  or  918,750L 
stipulated  in  the  armistice,  of  trhich  fite  millions  only  had  been 
paid;  the  French  were  to  retain  possession  of  tfaeditade)  of  Aa« 
cona  till  a  general  peace  should  he  established  oix  the  contineotp 
and  likewise  of  the  prorinces  of  Mflcerata j  Umbria)  Perogio,  and 
Camerino)  till  the  whole  thirty-siz  millions  should  be  pafd,  Thejr 
also  confirmed  the  articles  which  Stipalated  tke  gift  of  the  statues, 
|>i€taieS|  and  iaaaustripts» 

DroiB 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  WARS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  REVOLtTriON.        291 

from  the  coalition;  the  pope  deprived  of  nearly  one- 
third  of  his  dominions;  all  the  north  of  Italy  a  prey 
to  the  miseries  of  warj  and  to  political  convulsions; 
that  country*  hut  lately  so  rich  and  flourishing,  robbed 
of  its  wealth  and  splendour;  and  a  hundred  millions 
of  livres  (4,375,0001.)  gained  froqi  the  different 
countries  for  the  purposes  of  purchasing  peace^  ran* 
aom,  or  neutrality. 

Thus,  by  the  rapid  success  of  Bonaparte  in  Italy^ 
he  contributed  to  the  restoration  of  Corsica  to  France.' 
the  fickleness  of  the  Corsicans  had  given  the  utmost 
uneasiness  to  sir  Gilbert  Elliot*  the  British  viceroy; 
and  the  extravagant  expectations  of  the  people  had 
occasioned  much  unpleasant  correspondence  from  the 
moment  the  island  was  annexed  to  the  British  crown: 
but  when  Bonaparte  was  acquiring  such  splendid  ho- 
nours in  Italy^  his  countrjmen  could  no  longer  resist 
the  pride  of  glorying  in  his  fame,  and  of  attaching 
themselves  to  his  fortunes.  Paoli  was  obliged  agaip 
to  seek  refuge  in  London ;  and  the  English  agreed  to 
evacuate  the  island,  which  the  French  took  possession 
of,  December  22,  1796. 

In  the  year- 1795,  the  French  were  remarlcably  sue* 
cessful.  The  English  were  divested  of  St.  Lucie,  St* 
Vincent's,  and  part  of  Grenada,  and  the  marooQS  of 
Jamaica  were  incited  to  insurrection.  St.  Eustatiqs, 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  Dutch,  was  redcap- 
tured;  Fort  Tiburon  in  St.  Domingo  yielded,  after  a 
brave  resistance,  to  three  armed  vessels;  ai)d  the 
French  were  unsuccessful  only  in  an  attempt  on  Dq* 
minicii.  To  meet  this  exigency,  the  British  ministry 
prepared  a  powerful  armament,  under  admiral  sir 
Hifgh  Christian,  and  placed  on  board  a  respectable 
land  force,  commanded  by  sir  Ralph  Abercirombie. 
A  tempestuous  winter  prevented  the  sailing  of  this 
squadron  till  spring,  wheii  its  operations  w/ere  mostly 
successful.  St.  Lucie  was  recaptured  after  ^  yjgoroua 
resistance;  St.  Vincent's  yielded  with  less  difficulty; 
and  the  rebellion  in  Grenada  ^^ras  crushed,  though  vlo% 
without  a  dreadful  )oss  of  lives,  the  p^pjple  of  colour 
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baving  murdered  all  the  white  people  in  their  power, 
und  then  retired  to  the  woodd^  where  thej  were  exter-< 
nainated  by  riflemen. 

Holland  al^o,  which  had  declared  war  against 
Great  Britain,  suflered  as  ^n  ally  of  France  in  the 
"West.  Deinarara^  Berbice,  and  Essequibo,  with  a 
Tast  quantity  of  produce,  were  conqliered  by  a  navaV 
force  under  captain  Parr^  and  a  military  detachment 
under  major-general  Whyte,  in  September^  1796,. 
The  progress  of  British  exertion  was,  however,  check* 
ed  by  the  prevalence  of  a  disorder  dreadfully  mortal, 
called  the  yellow  fever.  Guadaloupe  still  remi^ined 
in  the  hands  of  the  republicans,  and  some  advantages 
gained  in  St.  Domingo  did  not  make  amends  for  the 

Sultitudes  swept  away  by  this  contagious  malady^ 
ut  not  in  the  West  Indies  alone  did  Holland  suffer; 
in  the  East  her  most  valuable  possesssions  were  wrested 
from  her.  In  1795,  Ceylon  and  Cochin  yielded  to 
the  English  force;  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  waa 
also  captured.  In  the  ensuing  year,  Batavii^  and  Am- 
boyna,  and  the  rest  of  the  Molucca  Isles,  fell  under 
the  power  of  England.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the 
Dutch  wished  eagerly  to  recover;  and  for  this  purpose 
they  sent  a  squaoron  of  seven  ships  of  war^  under  ad<*^ 
miral  Lucas,  to  attempt  to  reconquer  that  middle  sta-e 
tion  between  Europe  and  India;  but  {iucas  being  no 
match  for  the  British  squadi'on,  the  Dutch  fleets 
without  firing  a  gun,  was  delivered  up  to  the  British. 
Notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  Great  Britain 
by  sea,  the  French^  towards  the  close  of  this  year,  at- 
tempted an  invasion  of  Ireland;  but,  though  the  plan 
was  well  concerted,  it  proved  unsuccessful,  The  whole 
conduct  of  it  was  entrusted  to  general  Hoche.  Eighteen 
ahips  of  the  line^  thirteen  frigates,  twelve  sloops,  an4 
aome  transports,  having  twenty-five  thousand  troops 
on  board,  were  employed  on  this  expedition,  The 
fleet  sailed  on  the  lOtb  of  December,  1796;  but  a  ship 
of  the  line  was  lost  in  going  out  of  Brest,  and  others 
were  damaged.  The  frigate  in  which  the  comman- 
^er-'io-cbief  bad  embarked  waa  separated  firom  the 
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fleet  in  a  gale  of  wind ;  the  consequence  was,  that 
when  the  greater  part  of  the  fleet  arrived  at  Bantry- 
bay  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  no  one  bad  instruc* 
ttons  how  io  proceM.  The  troops  and  their  officers 
wished  to  land,  but  the  admiral,  Bouvet,  refused  to 
comply  with  their  request.  Having  remained  several 
days  upon  the  coasts  he  sailed  for  France,  and  arrived 
at  Brest  with  a  part  of  the  fleet  on  the  3 1st  of  Decern* 
ber.  General  Hoche  did  not  reach  Bantry-bay  till  it 
was  too  late,  and  therefore  could  not  land.  The  French 
fleet  suffered  great  losses  from  storms.  One  ship  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates  foundered  at  sea,  a  frigate 
was  captured  by  the  British^  and  a  ship  of  the  line^ 
after  an  engagement  with  two  British  ships,  was  rua 
ashore  to  prevent  her  being  taken. 

While  these  affairs  were  candying  on.  Great  Britaiil 
bad  entered  into  a  negociation  with  France.  Lord 
Malmesbory  arrived  at  Paris,  and  began  a  negociatipo 
with  Delacroix,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  Lord 
Malmesbury  proposed,  that  the  principle  of  mutual 
restitutions  should  be  agreed  upon  as  the  basis  of  the 
treaty.  After  much  altercation,  the  directory  agreed 
to  the  general  principle  of  mutual  restitutions^  and  re- 
quired that  the  object  of  these  should  be  specified. 
Accordingly  the  British  ambassador  proposed,  in  two 
memorials,  that  France  should  relinquish  the  Austrian 
Netherlands^  and  offered  to  give  up  the  French  fo- 
reign settlements  in  return.  An  offer  was  also  made 
to  restore  a  great  part  of  the  Dutch  foreign  posses- 
sions^ on  condition  that  the  stadtbolder's  ancient  au- 
thority should  be  acknowledged  in  that  country.  But 
the  directory  would  agree  to  no  conditions  contrary  to 
what  they  called  the  French  constitution ;  and  it  was 
added^  that  his  lordship's  farther  residence  at  Paris 
was  not  necessary. 

The  French,  in  opening  their  campaign  of  1797^ 
Jiad  been  so  unsuccessful  in  their  former  attempts  upon 
Germany,  that  they  now  resolved  to  make  their  prin- 
#tpiil  effort  from  Italy  under  Bonaparte.    For  this 
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Jurpose  the  directory  detached  the  veteran  troops  that 
ad  fought  under  Moreau  as  secretly  as  possible 
through  Savoy  into  Italy.  The  court  of  Vienna^  bow- 
ever^  was.  aware  of  the  approaching  danger,  and  gave 
the  comiiiand  on  the  side  of  Italy  to  the  archduke 
Charles.  He  brought  along  with  him  his  best  troops 
from  the  Rhine,  and  numerous  levies  were  made  in  all 
the  hereditary  states  to  support  him. 

The  war.  was  now  to  assume  a  new  shape,  and  be 
carried  into  a  territory  where  the  house  of  Austria  had 
icarcely  ever  seen  a  foe.  It  was  necessary  that  Bona- 
parte should  once  more  scale  the  summit  of  the  Alps*. 
So  that,  while  Boqaparte  was  securing  the  territory  of 
Italy,  the  Austrian  army  was  arranging  itself  along  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Piava.  The  French  were  on  the 
opposite  bank^  and  Bonaparte  hastened  to  join  them 
after  he  had  concluded  his  treaty  with  the  pope.  The 
beginning  of  March,  1797,  was  spent  in  preparations; 
but  at  length  the  republican  troops  advanced,  and 
having  crossed  the  Piava  on  the  12tb  of  March,  the 
Austrians  retired,  skirmishing  for  some  days,  till  they 
had  crossed  the  Tagliamento,  where  they  made  a 
itand  with  their  whole  force.  Early  on  the  17th,  the 
French  arrived  at  Yalvaspne,  on  the  opposite  bank, 
and,  after  some  hesitation,  resolved  to  force  the  pas* 
page  of  the  river.  To  have  accomplished  this  object 
would  have  been  difficult,  had  not  a  recent  frost  dimi-» 
nished  the  stream,  by  which  means  the  French  were 
enabled  to  cross  it  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  in  columns 
at  various  points.    The  army  of  Bonaparte  was  now 


^  This  immease  chain  of  mouDtainf,  which  takes  its  rise  in  the 
vidoitj  of  Toulon,  at  first  stretches  northward,  under  the  names 
of  PicMlmont  and  Savoy.  It  then  runs  towards  the  east,  into  the 
coontfies  of  Switzerland,  Tjrol,  Carinthia,  and  Carniola.  The 
three  last  of  thcsr,  passing  along  the  head  of  the  Adriatic^  form 
the  frontier  of  the  hereditary  states  of  Austria.  Between  the 
aoantains  and  the  sea  lies-  the  level  tract  of  territory  which  be- 
longed  to  Venice.  It  is  crossed  by  many  large  streams,  which  are 
fed  by  the  melting  snows  of  the  Alps ;  whence  their  nature  is,  that 
Ibey  are  greatest  in  summer,  and  their  waters  diminish  during  the 
freiii  of  winter. 
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in  tliree  divisions.  Joubert^  with  the  left  wingj  ad* 
vanced  along  the  course  of  the  Adige  into  Tyrol,  and 
was  ordered  to  cross  over  from  thence^  and  tp  descend 
along  the  valley  of  the  river  Drave,  which  is  beyond 
the  highest  chain  of  what  the  Romans  called  the  Noric 
Alps.  Massena^  with  the  centre,  after  crossing  the 
Tagliamento^  advanced  into  the  defiles  of  these  moun« 
tains;  while  the  right  division^  commanded  by  Bona* 
parte  in  person^  proceeded  along  the  coast  of  the 
Adriatic.  After  forcing  the  passage  of  the  Taglia^ 
mento  on  the  17th^  the  French  soon  defeated  the  Aus« 
trians  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  compelled  them  every 
where  to  retreat  with  great  loss.  The  other  rivera 
were  easily  passed;  and,  on  the  19lh,  the  town  of 
Gradisca,  on  the  river  Lisonzo,  surrendered  to  the 
right  wing  of  the  army,  and  its  garrison,  amounting 
to  three  thousand  men,  were  made  prisoners  of  wan 
The  right  wing  of  the  French  having  forded  the  Lir 
sonzo  near  Cossegliano,  while  their  left,  under  Mas- 
sena,  advanced  to  Ponteba,  the  archduke  fell  back  ta 
Vippach. 

Bonaparte  having  thus  finished  the  conquest  of 
Friuli,  and  driven  the  imperialists  into  the  hereditary 
states,  Joubert,  whom  he  left  in  the  country  of  Trent 
and  Tyrol,  was  now  ready  to  co-operate  in  the  plan  of 
invasion.  The  French  troops  which  occupied  the 
banks  of  the  Adige  as  far  as  Lavis,  attacked  the  Aus<* 
trians  under  Kerpen  and  Loudon,  who,  being  far  in* 
ferior  in  number,  were  defeated  with  great  loss.  While 
retreating  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Adige,  Loudon 
was  again  attacked  near  Tramen,  and,  though  be 
bravely  disputed  the  ground,  was  again  defeated  with 
considerable  loss,  and  prevented  from  joining  Kerpeo 
and  the  main  body  of  the  army  at  Botzen.  Kerpen^ 
finding  that  Joubert  was  gaining  his  flanks,  retired 
from  Botzen  to  Clauzen,  whence,  after  a  long  and  ob- 
stinate encounter,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat^  and  take 
a  position  near  Sterzingen,  the  last  and  strongest  posi 
ia  the  Tyrol  on  the  Italian  side. 
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The  archduke's  army  being  entirely  separated  frooff 
tbat  of  Kerpen,  Bonaparte  rapidly  advanced  into  tbe 
hereditary  states,  penetrating  into  Germany  by  a  road 
virhich  had  not  been  trod  by  the  French  since  the  day» 
of  Charlemagne.  The  Ausfrians  having  evacuate<t 
Goritta  after  the  republicans  had  passed  the  Lisonzo^ 
Bonaparte  marched  to  that  tov^n^  while  his  right  pro^ 
ceeded  towards  Trieste;  and  on  his  left  generafs 
Guieux  and  Massena  advanced^  the  one  from  Cividale 
to  Chiavoretto,  and. the  other  to  Austrian  Ponteba  or 
Pontaflfel.  Massena  was  ordered  to  gain  tbo  two 
passes  leading  from  Friuli  into  Carinthia  across  the 
Alps,  to  turn  the  right  of  the  archduke^  and  hinder 
bini  from  receiving  reinforcements  from  the  Rhine^ 
and  even  to  advance  before  him  on  the  road  leading 
from  Clagenfurt  to  Vienna^  the  Austrian  capital. 

The  archduke  Charles^  however,  anticipating  thi» 
design,  formed  the  bold  plan  of  turning  the  left  of  the 
French,  and  attacking  them  in  flank.  He  accordingly  * 
united  his  left  and  centr«,  and  ordered  a  division  to 
Iiasten  by  forced  marches,  and  to  be  joined  by  several 
battalions  and  squadrons  from  the  Rhine.  But  the 
success  of  this  plan  was  frustrated  by  the  precipita^ 
tion  of  general  Ocskay,  who,  abandoning  the  defile  of 
Pontaffel,  enabled  the  French  to  possess  themselves  of 
Tarvis,  which  commanded  the  road  by  which  two  co- 
lumns under  Gontreuil  and  Bayalicb,  the  artillery  of 
reserve  and  baggage,  were  expected  to  arrive.  To^ 
re-open  this  important  communication,  the  archduke 
ordered  Gontreuil  and  Bayalicb  to  attack  the  Frencb 
at  Tarvis.  Gontreuil  drove  them  from  the  village  of 
Safnitz,  which  gave  time  for  the  artillery  of  reserve  t« 
arrive;  but* was  afterwards  obtiged  to  abandon  thiii' 
position,  after  having  defended  himself  during  the 
greatest  part  of  the  day  with  less  than-  three  tfiou- 
sand  men  against  upwards  of  ten  thousand.  It  i» 
even  thought  that  he  would  have  maintained  his  post^ 
had  not  Massena  received  reinforcements,  while  those 
expected  undes  Bayalicb  and  Ocskay  did  not  appear^ 
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llie  archduke  arrived  during  the  conflict,  and  ex^ 
|)Ofled  hioMelf  to  the  greatest  danger;  count  Wra- 
tislaw  was  wounded,  as  was.  Gontreuil  himself.  In 
consequence  of  Ocskay's  having  abandoned  the  defile 
of  Pontaffel,  the  column  which  was  proceeding  to 
join  Gontreuil  got  entangled  in  the  mountains  between 
the  divisions  of  Massena  and  Guieux^  and  were  nearly 
all  made  prisoners  of  war.  ,-  - 

Having  thus  failed  in  hindering  the  French  iVom 
penetrating^into  the  hereditary  states,  the  archduke , 
hoped  to  make  them^  repent  of  the  invasion.  He  di* 
^ided  his  army  into  three  corps,  one  of  which,  under 
general  Seckendorf,  occupied  the  road  to  Lay  bach,  and 
defended  Carniola  and  the  valley  of  the  Saave;  the 
centre,  commanded  by  Mercantin,  protected  the  val« 
ley  of  the  Draveand  Clagenfurth;  and  the  third,  un-^ 
der  the  prin«e  de  Reuss  and  general  Kaim,  was  to  de« 
fend  Styria,  and  check  the  progress  of  the  left  wing  ot 
*the  French  upon  the  road  to  St.  Yeit,  and*  in  the  val* 
ley  of  the  Muehr.  In  the  mean  time  Bonaparte's 
right  wing  seized  Trieste,  his  centre  advanced  upon 
the  Saave,  and  his  left  to  Yiltach  upon  the  Drave> 
where  it  was  reinforced  by  the  divisions  under  Guieux 
and  Serrurier.  /fhis  corps,  consisting  of  thirty  thou* 
aand  men,  led  by  Massena,  after  obtaining  a  slight  ad** 
vantage  over  the  Austrian  rear-guard,  took  possession 
of  Clagenfurth  on  the  30th  of  March,  while  general 
Seckendorf  evacuated  Laybach,  which  was  instantly 
occupied  by  Bernadotte. 

The  archduke  Charles  was  now  compelled  to  retire 
towards  Vienna,  which  was  seriously  menaced^  and  in 
which  great  consternation  prevailed.  In  fifteen  days 
Bonaparte  had  taken  twenty  thousand  prisoners,  and 
crossed  the  Alps;  and  though  the  country  still  pre- 
aented  some  difficulties,  there  was  no  fortified  place 
capable  of  resisting  his  progress  towards  Vienna.  The 
republican  chief  did  not,  however,  consider  his  own 
aituatioa  a«  destitute  of  hazard,  and  therefore  seized 
the  moment  of  unbounded  success  to  make  proposij^ 
tions  of  peace.  On  the  31st  he*  sent  a  note  to  the 
^  Voh.  I,     No.  XIIL  2  P  archduke 
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iirchduke  Charles^  in  which  be  deprecated  the  proIot]H 
gatioD  of  the  war>  and  intreated  him  to  interpose  hit 
good  offices  to  put  a  stop  to  its  farther  ravages.  But 
this  prioccj  doubting  even  his  own  influence  at  the 
eourt^of  Vienna^  returned  for  answer^  that  he  had  no 
pbwers  to  negociate. 

In  order  to  abate  the  ardour  of  the  people  in  de* 
fence  of  their  sovereign^  Bonaparte  addressed  a  pro-: 
elamation  t«  the  inhabitants  of  Carintbia^  inviting 
them  to  amity^  promising  to  protect  their  religion  and 
property.  He  then  directed  bis  march  from  Clagen^ 
furth  to  St.  Veit^  resolving  to  attack  the  archduke 
while  yet  inferior  to  him  in  numbers^  and  prevent  tbo 
junction  of  a  body  of  troops  expected  from  Suabia. 
.  The  imperial  general^  having  concentrated  his  right 
and  centre^  marched  to  Freisach^  but  abandoned  it  od  ^ 
the  approach  of  the  Frencbj  though  his  rear-guard 
fought  with  great  bravery^  and  on  the  following  day 
they  defended  with  equal  valour  the  defile  leading 
from  Freisach  to  Neumarkt^  which  was  ineffectuallj 
assailed  by  Massena.  The  arcbdqke  maintained  these 
contests  chiefly  to  gain  time  for  general  Sporck  to  jo.ia 
bim  with  reinforcements  from  Saltzburgh;  and  bav* 
ing  secured  the  desired  communication^  he  retired  in 
the  night  to  Hundsmarkt^  still  pursued  by  Bonaparte^ 
who  Compelled  him  to  retire  successively  to  Judeo* 
burgh,  Knittefeld,  and  Yorderemberg.  Bonaparte^ 
occupying  all  the  places  abandoned  by  the  rmpe^ 
rialists^  soon  became  roaster  of  Carinthia^  and  entered 
into  Styria^  while  his  right  wing  advanced  through 
Carniola  upon  the  two  banks  of  the  Saave^  covered  by 
Sfiiall  detachments^  which  kept  pace  with  it  in  Istria* 
On  Bonaparte's  arrival  at  Judenburgb,  April  T,  he 
was  mcit  by  generals  Bellegardc  and  Meerfeldt,  who 
had  full  powers  to  treat  for  a  suspension  of  arms; 
and,  after  a  conference,  an  armistice  was  concluded 
for  sixdays*  by  which  the  French  were  put  in  posses* 
sion  of  a  considerable .  tract  of  country;  their  centre 
extending  to  Bruck,  their  right  wing  betweeo  Fiurae 
Md  Trieste^  and  theif  left  to  Lieotz. 
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'  Tbe  terms  of  thia  truce  included  the  armies  of  tbt 
Tyrol^  80  that  it  became  necessary  to  resume  the  de-* 
tail  of  tb.eir  operations.  General  Kerpen  still  main-^ 
tained  the  strong  post  of  Sterzingen^  while  Loudon  re-* 
tired  to  Meran;  but  although  the  Austrians  possessed 
some  local  advantages^  the  inferiority  of  their  forces 
rendered  the  occupation  of  their  posts  extremely  pre- 
carious. These  difficulties  were  partly  removed  by  the 
'  zeal  of  the  Tyroleans^  twenty  thousand  of  whom^  at 
the  instigation  of  count  Lehabach/rose  in  a  body^  and 
ranged  themselves  under  the  standards  of  Loudon  and 
Kerpen.  Joubert  had  united  his  forces  between 
firixen  and  Botzen^  so  as  to  maintain  a  communica^ 
lion  with  Bonaparte^and  secure  himself  from  the  attack 
of  the  Austrians  in  the  archbishopric  of  Saltzburg. 

During  tbe  time  that  these  operations  detained  the 
French  at  Brixen  and  upon  the  Adige,  general  Lou- 
don^ at  the  head  of  fifteen  thousand  men/  attacked 
their  outposts  between  Meran  and  Botzen;  and,  hav- 
ing gained  some  ground^  renewed  the  assault  on  the 
ensuing  day,  and  compelled  them  to  evacuate  Botzeii* 
By  this  success  the  Tyroleans  were  inspired  with  con- 
fideiice>  and  Loudon  advanced  part  of  his  trbops  fo 
DeutcbenotTen  and  Branzoi,  and,  bringing  the  re- 
mainder on  tbe  rear  of  the  French,  drove  thena  from 
Clausen  and  Steben,  while  Kerpen  expelled  them  from 
Brixen  with  considerable  loss.  After  retreating  along 
the  valleys  of  the  Adige  and  Puster  to  Lientz,  the 
French  were  joined  by  a  corps  of  cavalry  sent  by  Bo- 
naparte to  guard  the  valley  of  the  Drave,  and  to  es- 
tablish a  communication  between  the  armies  of  tbe 
Tyrol  and  Carintbia.  Kerpen,  however,  fixed  his 
(lead  quarters  at  Prunecken,  and  pushed  his  advanced 
posts  as  far  as  Lientz;  while  Joubert  took  positions 
constantly  connected  with  the  main  army. 

The  French  being  driven  from  the  German  Tyrol, 
Loudon  routed  another  division  near  Lavis^  driving 
thcjm  successively  upon  Trente,  Roveredo,  Torbola, 
and  Riva,  on  the  lake  of  Guarda,  and  compelling 
them  tQ  seek  refuge  in  tbe  citadel  of  Verona.     Tbe 
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Venetiaofl  akoj  not  ezpectiog  the  approach  of  peate^ 
but  hoping  that  the  Austrian  general  would  make  fur- 
ther progress,  took  up  arms  against  thd  republicao 
troops  that  remained  in  their  country;  and  being 
joined  by  ten  regiments  of  Sciavonians  in  the  pay  of 
Venice^  they,  in  a  barbarous  and  unexampled  man* 
ner,  put  the  French  to  death  wherever  they  were 
found,  without  excepting  the  sick, in  the  hospitals,  of 
whom  five  hundred  were  massacred  at  Verona.  These 
cruelties  the  French  afterwards  repaid  with  interest, 
giving  no  quarter,  and  totally  dissolved  the  Venetian 
republic. ' 

A  party  of  the  imperialists  also  drove  the  French 
garrison,  out  of  Trieste,  and  thus  attempted  to  suF'o 
round  the  invading  army.  Bonaparte,  however,  knew 
that  the  cOurt  of  Vienna  must  be  at  least  as  much  em* 
barrassed  as  himself.  His  army  at  the  present  time 
amounted  to  ninety-five  thousand  men.  It  had  hu- 
Iherto  proved  irresistible;  and  the  Au^rians  knew, 
ihat  to  surround,  was  not  always  to  conquer.  He 
iherefore  continued  to  advance,  till  he  compelled  the 
Austrian  cabinet  to  treat  for  peace.  On  the  13th  of 
April  the  armistice  was  renewed.  It  was  followed  on 
the  19th  by  a  preliminary  treaty,  signed  at  Leoben; 
by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Austrian  Nether^ 
lands  should  belong  to  France,  and  that  the  republic 
in  Lombardy  should  assume  the  name  of  the  Cisal- 
pine Republic,  which  should  include  the  duchy  of 
Mantua,  and  the  territories  of  Modena,  Ferrara,  and 
Bologna.  It  has  been  suspected,  though  there  is  np 
authority  to^  make  the  assertion,  that  something  ho§- 
tile  to  the  independence  of  Venice  was  here  also  sti«* 
pulated.  Bonaparte  agreed  to  withdraw  without  de- 
lay into  Italy,  on  receiving  subsistence  for  his  army 
during  its  march ;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  all  fur- 
ther disputes  should  be  settled  by  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace. 

But  before  the  consequences  of  this  treaty  can  be 
detailed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  recite  the  progress  of 
ibe  campaign  on  the  Bbipe,    After  the  capture  of 
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FortKehl  and  Htiniogen,  the  French  were  driven 
jfom.tbe  right  bank  of  that  riveo  which  again  sepa^ 
nled'  the  armies  of  Austria  and  Moreau.  The  Au« 
atrian.  armj^  consisted  of  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
occupjiog  the  Rhine  from  Basle  to  the  Sieg,  includ* 
ing  the  garrisons  of  Philipsburg,  Manheim^  MentSj 
and  Ehreohreitstein>    the  fort  of  the  Rhine  before 

>  Maubeim^  and  some  posts  on  the  Seltz  and  Nahe  in 
front  of  Mentz.  General  Latouf^  commanding  on 
the  Upper  Rhine,  was  opposed  by  Moreau;  and  ge- 
neral tVerneck,  on  jlhe  Lower,  by  Hoche,  who  had 
assumed  the  command  instead  of  Bournonville.  The 
French  had  collectively  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men,  who  lined  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and 
guarded  the  fortresses  from  Huningen  to  Landau; 
garrisoned  the  strong  holds  of  the  Saar  and  the  Mo* 
«elle,  occupied  a  part  of  the  Palatine,  the  whole 
duchy  of  Deux  Fonts,  and  nearly  all  the  Hunds- 
pruck:  they  had  aho  posts  upon  the  Nahe,  and  from 
Ihe  mouth  of  that  river  edged  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine  as  far  as  Cologne,  and  the  right  bank  from  that 
town  to.Dusseldorf.  This  position  was  nauch  su* 
perior  to  that  of  the  Austrians,  either  for  attack  or  de- 
fence, which  with  their  greater  numbers,  gave  the 
French  a  decided  advantage  over  the  opposing  Au- 
strian armies. 

General  Hoche  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Nieuwed  on  the 
18th  of  April>  and  drew  up  on  the  plain  within  reach 
of  the  cannon  of  the  Austrians,  who  were  posted  be- 
tween the  villages  of  Hettersdorf  and  Bendorf.  They 
were  strongly  entrenched,  and  defended  by  good  re- 
doubts, but  had  only  six  thousand  men  to  oppose 
thirty-five  thousand ;  Werneck  being  in  the  mountains 
between  Altenkirchen  and  Hachenburg  with  the  main 
body  of  the  army.  General  Kray,  apprized  of  the 
armistice  concluded  at  Judemburg  the  7th  of  April, 
requested  a  similar  suspension  of  hostilities  to  save  the 
effusion  of  blood ;  but  Hochc,  less  correctly  informed, 
rejected  the  proposal,  unless  the  fortress  of  Ehren- 

. .  breitsteiu  and  the  whole  course  of  the  Lahn  were  put 
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into  his  possession:  these  terms  were  refused^  and 
Kray^  consulting  his  courage  rather  than  his  force^ 
commenced  'the  combat  by  a  brisk  cannonade^  which 
was  vigorously  returned  by  the  horse-artillery  of  the 
French;  who  now  resolutely  assailed  the  intrench^ 
ments^  and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance,  entered  the 
two  villages,  when  their  cavalry  completed  the  vie^ 
tory.  Hoche  pursued  the  Austrians,  some  to  Mon* 
tabauer  and  some  to  Dierdorf;  M^here,  having  ob^ 
tained  reinforcements,  they  made  a  stand,  but  were 
driven  from  both.  In  the  mean  time,  Hocbe^s' left, 
consisting  of  twenty-five  thousand  men  under  Cham* 
pionet,  marched  in  two  divisions  iipon  Ucherath  and 
Altenkirchen.  The  Austrian  corps  warmly  disputed 
the  ground,  though  they  were  compelled  to  abandon 
it  with  great  loss.  These  successes,  and  the  vast  sq*? 
^eriority  of  numbers  on  the  side  of  the  French,  reo* 
dered  it  impossible  that  Werneck  could  any  loi^r 
maintain  his  position  in  front  of  the  Lahn. 

At  this  period  likewise  general  Moreau  was  not  lesa 
successful,  though  he  had  more  diflScuities  to  en- 
counter. On  quitting  his  cantonments,  April  19,  he 
marched  towards  the  Rhine,  and  began  to  force  the 
passage  with  fifteen  thousatid  men,  divided  into  three 
columns,  under  Jordis,  Davoust,  and  Duhem.  They 
were  vigorously  resisted;  but  by  perseverance  they 
passed  over  all  their  force,  and  a  most  obstinate  and 
aanguinary  conflict  ensued.  Victory  was  for  some 
lime  on  the  side  of  the  Austrians,  till  night  stopped 
the  eflfusion  of  blood ;  and  in  that  interval  the  French 
established  a  bridge  of  boats,  brought  over  artillery^ 
ammunition,  and  fresh  troops,  and  before  morning 
were  sufliciently  strong  to  defy  their  antagonists.  The 
Austrians  had  likewise  been  reinforced  to  eighteeii 
thousand  men,  and  commenced  a  vigorous  attack;  but 
were  repulsed  by  the  superior  numbers  and  enthusiastic 
valour  of  the  republicans.  The  French  now  obtained 
possession  of  the  causeway  which  leads  from  Kehl  to 
Stolhoifen,  and  over-ran  the  plain,  where  their  ca- 
valry completed  the  defeat  of  the  Austriansj  killing 
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great  numbers,  and  taking  four  thousand  prisoners^ 
besides  great  part  of  their  artillery.    *       ^ 

On  the  same  day  (April  20,)  the  French,  without 
firing  a  shot,  obtained  possession  of  Kehl,  which  but 
a  few  months  before  had  maintained  a  noble  defence^ 
and  which  the  Austrians  sustained  at  the  expenceof  sa 
much  blood  and  treasure.  The  French  advanced  in 
all  directions,  and  obtained  possession  of  StolhofTen^ 
Freydenstadt,  Haslech,  and  Ettenheim,  when  theit 
progress  was  stopped  by  messengers  sent  through  Ger- 
many fey  the  archduke  Charles  and  Bonaparte,  an* 
nouocing  that  peace  was  concluded.  These  messen* 
gers  found  the  army  of  Hoche  Tiolently  attacking 
Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  which  general  Werneck  was 
endeavouring  to  defend.  The  news  was  diffused  in  an 
instant  through  both  armies;  and  the  contending 
troops,  throwing  aside  their  weapons,  congratulated 
each  other  upon  the  glorious  event 

France  now  held  the  most  elevated  rank  among  the 
nations  of  Europe.  Spain,  Italy,  and  Holland  were 
held  in  dependence;  while  her  victorious  armies  had 
compelled  the  last  continental  member  of  the  coalition 
to  accept  of  peace  from  an  army  that  menaced  the  ca*- 
pital.  Of  all  the  adversaries  of  the  French  revolu^- 
tion,  Britain  alone  remained  in  hostility.  From  her 
having  command  over  the  ocean  she  was  enabled,  in-^ 
deed,  to  retain  the  state  of  Portugal  attached  to  her 
cause;  but  on  land,  such  was  the  uncommon  energy 
of  France,  that,  with  this  exception,  the  British  trading 
vessels  were  to  be  excluded  from  all  approaches  to  the 
continent,  from  the  Elbe  to  the  Adriatic. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

WHILE  France  had  been  so  remarkably  success* 
ful  abroad  as  we  have  described  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter^  the  interior  of  that  country  was  little  less 
agitated  than  at  the  most  alarming  periods  of  the  re- 
volution. 
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T6lutioD*  The  directdry  possessed  neither  the  confi- 
dence 'tier  the  respect  of  the  people;  their  cooncito 
were  divided  bj  separate  views^  aod  by  mutual  dis- 
trust and  contempt;  while  the  dread  of  new  revolu- 
tions; and  the  immediate  terror  of  military  force^  alone 
appeared  to  prevent  some  violent  explosion.  The  Air 
rectors,  fully  sensible  of  the  dangers  to  which  they 
were  exposed,  saw  with  alarm  the  approach  of  the 
period,  when,  by  the  new  constitution,  the  people 
must  meet  in  primary  assemblies  to  choose  anew  a  third 
part  of  the  representatives,  and  when  one  of  the  five 
directors  should  quit  his  situation  by  lof. 

After  several  debates  on  the  manner  in  which  the 
lots  should  be  drav?n  to  create  the  vacancy  in  the  di- 
rectory, the  business  was  brought  to  a  decision  on  the 
19th  of  May.  Letourneur  was  then  voted, out  of  the 
directory.  On  the  20th,  the  new  third  took  their 
seats  in  the  councils,  a  third  of  their  predecessors  har* 
jng  evacuated  theirs  by  lot.  But  the  election  of  the 
members  of  the  new  third  had  almost  entirely  fallea 
upon  men  who  were  understood  to  be  hostile  to  the  di- 
rectory. Among  the  new  members  were  .  generals 
Jourdan  and  Piche^ru;  the  latter  of  whom  wa9 
elected  president  of  the  five  hundred ;  and  the  ancients 
bailed  bis  nomination  with  expressions  of  respect  for 
bi$  military  talents  and  virtues.  They  had  also  chosen 
as  president  Barbe  Marbois, 

The  council  of  five  hundred  now  proposed  a  list 
from  which  to  select  a  new  member  of  the  directory; 
tind  Barthelemy,  ambassador  to. the  Swiss  cantons,  was 
selected  by  the  council  of  ancients  by  a  great  mipo^ 
rity.  The  people  of  Switzerland  shewed  their  fast 
tokens  of  affection  and  respect,  by  escorting  him 
with  military  honours  to  the  frontier,'  where  a  trium- 
phal arch  was  erected^  inscribed,  '^  To  the  Pacificator 
of  Europe/'  On  the  road  he  avoided  the  honours 
prepared  for  him  by  the  people  of  France;  and  bar- 
ing reached  Paris  in  a  private  manner,  was  installed^ 
received  the  fraternal  embrace  from  his  new  colleagues, 
«ad  expressed,  ii^  an  animated  speech,  bis  earnest 
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ti^ishes  for  peace^  to  which  Carnot,  then  president  of 
the  directory^  made  a  suitable  reply.  These  two 
members  of  the  directory  were  decidedly  iaclined  to 
pe^ce;  th6  other  three  were  for  continuing  the  Mrkt. 

The  distraction  df  goternmetit  «ras  fihbrtfy  at^  the 
highest  pitch:  thfe  new  felectiohs;  by  giving  Keats  to 
dome  men  of  greater  abilitiM  than  hiid  before  beeti 
chosen^  and  of  characters  comparatively  unblemishedj; 
afforded  foundation  to  a  strodg  add  popular. opposi- 
tion^ who  censured  public  proceedings  Mritb  a  freedoni 
which  tyranny  ctiuld  ill  eddiir6,  aild  a  fdrce  whicU 
made  oppression  writhe  \h  anguish  and  ni^ditalte  re- 
venge. The  debates  which  ensued  iii  the  couhcil  of 
five  hundred  afforded  <;onsid6rable  infformatiod  on  the 
measures  and  conduct  df  the  directory :  it  wais  proved 
that  they  had  obtained  the  dis{Josal  of  Ainety-Seved 
millions,  (4^243,750/.)  besides  at  least  tweiity  million^ 
(975^000/.)  received  in  contribution^,  uudir  pretencd 
that  they  should  thus  be  enabhd  to  teake  peace.  The 
army  of  Italy;  under  the  direetidn  of  Bonaptirte,  wai 
so  far  from  being  an  incumbrance,  that  it  hdd  sent 
supplies  to  the  exchequer ;  thd  ex  pence  of  the  army 
of  the  North  wad  almost  entirely  defrayed  Vy  the  Ba- 
tavian  republic;  arid  thdise  of  the  Sactfbre  and  Meiiie, 
end  Rhine  and  Moselle,  were  chiefly  slippofted  iii  the 
conquered  countriei:  yet,  in  the  midst  of  these  ad* 
Tantageous  circumstances,  the  ttoii  p^essicig  difficul- 
ties were  experienced,  add  the  directory  w^fe  eseti 
complaining  of  the  distress  of  the  treasury.  Thes<^ 
clamours  aros^  from  an  if^fanfous  pecdlatidA  in  the. 
modes  of  expenditure',  and  li  thYiftless  di^ributioo  of 
the  funds  intended  for  payment.  The  army  list  wa^ 
said  to  contain  fifty  thousand  men  to  be  paid,  cldthed> 
and  accoutred,  more  than  ba(d  ever  betH  reafly  enrol- 
led; and  the  military  hospitals  cfaafrged  fdr  patient^ 
who  had  Aever  entered  their  ^allsf,  or  who  had  long^ 
been  deiad :  '*  and  this,''  said  Dupont  de  Nemours; 
who  was  statidg  the  fac^t^,  ''  is  only  a'  cdfiter  lifted  up* 
of  thecurtam  whrch  co'iTcealJ  these  enoruiifities.^*  On' 
the  thriftless  etpenrditdre^  bte  observed^  that  w^hile 
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large -sums  were  issued  for  the  opera>  ^lie  coBfi^rvatory 
of  unusic^  the  riding-^scbool  at  Versailles^  and  lavished 
00  manufactories  of  arms  00  Jooger  wanting,  and  on 
buildings  of  mere  ornament,  the  directory  had  sent  to 
the  councils  an  alarming  message  on  the  state  of  the 
hospitals,  affirming^  that  out  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  foundlings,  three  hundred  had  died  foe  want  of 
absolute  necessaries. 

'  These  spirited  contests  at  lengths  brought  the  majo^^ 
rifj  of  the  directory  and  of  the  councils  into  a  state  of 
the  most  complete  hostility.  Both  parties  resolved  to 
violate,  the  constitution  under  the  pretence  of  pre** 
serving  it  The  one  wished  to  change  the  directory 
before  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  other  to 
deprive  of  their  seats  a  great  number  of  the  new  legist- 
lators  elected  by  the  people.  Barras  was  the  moat 
odious  of  the  directors ;  and  an  attempt  was  made  to 
deprive  him  of  his  office,  upon  the  footing  that  hd 
was  less  than  forty  years  of  age.  Had  not  force  been 
speedily  used  00  the  side  of  the  directory,  the  councili 
inust  have  prevailed.  The  majority  of  the  people 
conBded  in  them.  The  national  purse  was  in  theii^ 
bands;  and  they  hoped  to  subdue  the  directory,  aa 
the  constituent  assembly  had  done  the  king,  by  avoid* 
ing  to  vote  the  necessary  supplies.  They  could  enaofc 
what  laws  tbey  pleased.  They  bad  not  indeed  the 
command  of  the  armies ;  but  to  remedy  their  weaknes* 
ill  this  respect,  Picbegru,  on  the  20tb  of  July,  pre** 
rented  a  plag  for  re-organizing  the  national  guard/ 
and  placing  it  more  at  tbe  dispofta}  of  the  councils^ 
by  depriving  tbe  directory  of  tbe  nomination  of  thar 
officers. 

Tbe  directory,  however,  was  not  deficient  in  pro^^ 
tiding  for  its  own  security.  At  length  the  partizaocr 
qf  the  two  contending  powers  began  to  distrnguisb 
tjiemselves  in  Paris  by  their  dress,  and  every  thing  pre*' 
B^ged  an  approaching  convulsion,  .On' the  2QNlh  of 
July  the  councils  received  intelligence  tbst<a  dtvisioAr 
of  the  army  under  general  Hoche  hl^d. advanced  mthia) 
a  few  leagues  of  Paris;  whei;easi  by  tba  aoBstitutian^ 
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the  directory  incnrred  the  peoaUy  of  ttn  years  impm 
soQDient  if  it  authorised  troops  to  approach  nearer  to 
ihe  residence  of  the  legislative  body  than  twtive 
leagues^  without  its  own  consent  An  explanation  of 
this  event  was  imiQediately  demanded.  The  directory 
denied  that  they  bad  ordered  the  .niarcb»  and  ascribe^ 
it  to  a  mistake  of  the  ^officer  by  whom  it  was  con* 
ducted.  Their  explanation  was  treated  with  disdaii^ 
and  .much  angry  debate  took  place  in  the  councils 
concerning  it ;  the  directory  all  the  while  conducting 
themselves  with  much  seeming  moderation,  and  evea 
aubopissiveness.  Yet  in  a  few  days  the  council  were 
rendered  still  more  sensible  of  their  danger,  by  an  au^ 
tbenticated  report  that  Hoche  was  at  Rbeims  witli 
twenty-seven  thousand  men»  and  that  it  was  their  in» 
tention  to  a>arch  to  Paris  to  annihilate  the  legislative 
body>  which  was  inimical  to  peace,  and  wished  to  de« 
stroy  the  government.  Intimations  Were  given  of  aA 
intention  to  move  for  an  impeachment  of  some  of^tho 
directors;  but  it  was  apparent,  that  want  of  mutual 
confideqce  would  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  only 
mode  of  cofiduct  whrich  could  tend  to  the  advantage 
of  the  opposite  party. 

On  the  festival  of  the  IDth  of  August,  the  council 
of  five  hundred  declared  their  sentiments,  and  refuted 
the  caluamies  advanced  against  them.  The  president 
said,  they  were  animated  only  by  the  desire  of  peace; 
and  it  was  decreed,  that  the  armed  citizens  who,  oft 
the  10th  of  August  1792,  vanquished  royalty,  had 
deserved  well  of  the  country. 

A  message  was  received  the  same  day  from  the  di-* 
xectory,  charging  the  march  of  the  troops  to  Ferte* 
Alais  entirely  on  Hoche,  denying  the  distribution  of 
aTms,.and  excpsiog  the  addresses  of  the  army  of  Italy. 
.This  message  w^s  by  both  councils  referred  to  a  com*- 
mittee.  In  the  ancients  the  report  was  made  by  Troo*- 
^on  DucQudray,  who  was  selected  for  the  task  on 
account  of  his  acknowledged  moderation  and  talents. 
He  gave  a  full  detail  of  the  conduct  of  the  directory 
ftnd  armiesj  slywingi  in  many  instances^  their  incon^- 
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wtency  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution^ 
though  he  was  not  hasty  in  imputing  evil  intentions^ 
mud  paid  every  respect'  to  the  bravery  and  services  of 
the  inilitary.  He  concluded  by  reconimending  gene- 
ral reconciliation  and  forgetflilness  of  the  past^  biit  re- 
probated the  oath  administered  to  the  army  of  Italy  of 
implacable,  war  against  the  enemies  of  the  republic 
.and  of  the  constitutioa.  Thibaudeau  made  a  report 
equally  argumentative^  though  more  warm,  to  the 
council  of  five  hundred;  and  concluded  by  recom* 
piending  two  laws:  one  charging  the  public  accuser 
to  prosecute  all  plots,  machinations^  and  generally  all 
ofiences  against  the  legislative  body,  the  executive  di* 
rectory,  and  each  of  their  component  members;  the 
other  declaring  penalties  against  the  military  who 
should  deliberate  or  perform  collective  acts. 

Previous  to  any  decision  taking  place  with  pepect 
to  these  propositions^  the  three  directors  who  had  re- 
solved to  overturn  by  force  all  the  impediments  raised 
by  the  constitution  against  arbitrary  power,  obtained 
a  new  advantage,  by  the  expiration  oT  the  term  for 
which  Carnot  was  allowed  to  be  presidient  of  their 
body.  This  office  entitled  its  possessor  to  hold  the 
seal  of  state,  and  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  govern- 
ment on  all  public  occasions.  Carnot  had  exercised 
these  rights  with  great  moderation;  but  Lareveilliere, 
ivho  succeeded  on  the  27th  of  August,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  three  months,  shevved  a  contrary  disposj-^ 
tion.  In  speeches  which  he  made  to  Visconti,  pleni- 
potentiary fvotn  the  Cisalpine  republic,  and  to  general 
-Bernadotte,  who  brought  trophies  from  the  army  of 
Italy,  he  lapnched  out  into  general  abuse  against  the 
opponents  of  government,  accusing  them,  without  re- 
serve, of  intending  to  annihilate  the  new  republic,  disr 
grace  Bonaparte,  and  re-establish  the  throne.  To 
these  attacks  the  council  of  five  hundred  seemed  highly 
sensible;  but,  in  fact,  they  hkd  not  &mong  themselves 
any  principle  of  common  concord,  nor  did  they  repose 
in  any  one  of  their  associates  sufficient  confidence  to 
intrust  to  him  the  management  of  tl^ir  operations* 
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^Tlie  laws  proposed  bj  Tbibaudeau  were  discussed 
with  much  warmtb^  and  prodpced  a  great  portion  of 
personal  altercation;  but  although  the  constitution 
'was  more  visibly  and  daringly  violated  than  before,  by 
drawing  troops  still  nearer  to  Paris^  general  debates 
were  still  maintained^  and  no  vigorous  effort  adopted. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  the  sitting  terminated  in 
perfect  tranquillity;  and  the  motion  on  Thibaudeau's 
report  was  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  a  day  in  which 
the  existing  legislature  was  doomed  to  undergo  a 
total  alteration  in  its  constitution  and  members.  Many 
of  the  opposition  party,  sensible  of  the  perils  which 
awaited  them,  *had  proposed  bringing  forward  a  de- 
cree of  accusation  against  the  three  directors;  while 
others,  judging  the  period  too  much  advanced  for 
such  a  proceeding,  proposed  marching  to  the  palace,, 
arresting,- and  putting  them  to  death,  and  then  pub- 
lish ing  to  the  people  of  France  a  statement  of  their 
'motives.  But  these  measures  were  over-ruled  by  the 
pore  moderate  membf^rs. 

Garnot  and  Barthelemy,  already  apprized  that  it 
grand  commotion  was  to  take  place,  though  they  did 
not  know  the  exact  moment,  attended,  for  the  last 
time,  a  sitting  of  the  directory,  where  their  adversaries 
were  fully  prepared  to  finish  a  plot  which  they  had 
meditated  ever  since  the  last  elections.  Carnot  was 
not,  however,  negligent  of  his  own  safety:  he  had  pre- 
pared a  private  way  to  quit  his  apartments  in  the  dt- 
rectoral  palace;  and  being  apprized,  by  repeated 
messages  from  the  triumvirate,  to  ascertain  whether 
he  was  within,  that  their  plot  was  ripe  for  execution, 
'he  hastened  to  make  his  escape,  and  had  but  just 
reached  the  garden  when  an  officer  seift  to  arrest  him 
was  breaking  down  his  door  with  an  axe.  He  found 
the  palace  surrounded,  and  the  garden  filled  with 
grilled  men,  whom  with  difficulty  he  avoided;  and  as 
he  was  closing  the  last  door  of  the  fatal  precinct,  he 
heard  the  firing  of  the  alarm  gun,  the  signal  for  the* 
military  to  act  according  to  the  instructions  they  had 
received.     Caroot  effectually  secured  his  retreat,  and 
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reached  foreigp  countrj;  but  Barxi^,jeoraged  atlM 
escape,  went  with  a  party  of  guards,  and  himself  ac- 
jested  Barthielemy.  Having  so  far  ezjecuted  the  first 
portion  of  their  project,  the  triumvirate  proceeded  U> 
.other  operations.  Augereau  had  been  sent  from  Italjr 
imder  pretence  of  presenting  some  Austrian  standards 
to  the  directory,  and  be  was  employed  a«  tbeir  tool 
upon  this  occasion.  They  commanded  the  garrison 
px  Paris,  and  they  had  managed  to  bring  over  to  tbeir 
interest  the  soldiers  composing  the  guard  of  the  two 
councils.  Before  day-break  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th^  Augereau  surrounded  the  Thuilleries  with  a  di- 
irision  of  the  troops.  The  guard  of  tbe  counciU 
r^fiised  to  resist,  and  their  commander,  Ramel,  was 
jtaken  prisoner.  Having  entered,  the  ball,  be  found 
Pichegru  and  other  twelve  of  the  cbiefs  of  tbe  oppo* 
site  party  sitting  in  consulation,  and  immediately  sent 
them  ^prisoners  to  the  Temple.  Some  other  noxious 
members  of  the  councils  were  likewise  put  under  ar- 
rest. .    « 

These  things  were  accomplished  without  noise^  and 
in  an  instant.  Many  members  of  tbe  councils,  when 
they  came  to  the  ball  at  the  usual  hour^,  were  sur* 
prized  to  find  that  seals  were  put  upon  tbe  doors,  and 
that  they  could  not  obtain  admittance.  But  they  were 
invited  to  go  to  the  surgeon's  hall  and  tbe  theatre  of 
Odeon,  where  they  were  told  the  directory  had  ap* 
pointed  the  councils  to  assemble.  At  these  places^ 
about  forty  of  the  council  of  ancients,  and  double  that 
number  of  the  other  council,  assembled  about  nooQ> 
and  sent  to  demand  from  the  directory  au  account  of 
tbe  proceedings  of  the  morning.  Tbey  received  an 
answer,  declaring,  that  what  had  been  done  was  ne^ 
cessary  to  the  salvation  of  the  republic,  and  congratur 
]ating  tbe  counciU  oo  their  escape  from  the  machina- 
tions of  royalists. 

This  party  had,  previously,  to  tbe  explosion  of  they 
.  Biine,  prepared  proclamations  to  tbe  people  of  Paris, 
declaring  tbe  existence  of  a  plot  to  re-establish  royal- 
ty; and  directing  that  every  individual  who  should  be 
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ibund  demanding  a  king,  the  constitution  of  1793j  or 
proclaiming  the  duke  of  Orleans,  should  be  instantly 
shot,  according  to  l^^w.  The  minority  of  the  council 
•f  five  hundred  sitting  on  the  stage  at  the  Odeon^ 
while  the  botes  were  filled  with  people  Instructed  ta 
applaud  their  proceedings,  formed  a  committee  of 
ive,  consisting  of  Sieyes,  Poulain-Grandpre,  Villi^rs, 
Chazal;  and  Boulay  de  la  Meurtbe;  voted  thanks  to 
the  directory  for  saving  the  country;  and  empowered 
them  to  permit  the  entrance  within  the  constitutional 
circle  of  as  many  troops  as  they  should  judge  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  constitution  and  the  repub-^ 
lie  against  royalty  and  anarchy^  They  then  declared 
the  sitting  permanent,  but  suspended  further  proceed* 
itigs  till  six  in  the  evening  of  that  day. 

During  the  suspension  of  the  sittings,  the  three 
triumphant  members  of  the  directory  proceeded  in 
arresting  those  whom  they  considered  dangerous  ta 
fheir  authority^  or  whom>  in  compliance  with  the  feel- 
ings of  either  individual,  the  other  two  concurred  in 
declaring  enemies  to  the  state.  In  the  evening,  Boulay 
de  la  Meu'rthe,  from  the  committee  of  five,  presented 
a  report  on  the  late  events,  in  v>hich,  after  assuming, 
the  old  revolutionary  principle,  that  the  state  of  the 
times  forbade  methodical  and  profound  discussions^. 
bat  required  vigorous  and  prompt  exertion,  he  im- 
p^ited  to  the  two  dii'ectors  and  the  members  of  the 
late  opposition  a  long  series  of  political  crimes^  be- 
ginaing  with  that  of  impeding  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  and' terminating  with  that  of  intending  to  con- 
vert all  France  into  an  extensive  La  Vendee.  He  then 
detailed  the  patriotic  views  of  the  triumphant  faction;, 
declared  their  aversion  to  bloodshed;  observed  that 
deportation  must  in  future  be  the  great  means  of  saU 
Vation  to  the  state,  and  the  penalty  to  be  incurred  by 
^11  the  irrecoocileable  enemies  of  liberty  and  the  re- 
public; and  intimated  that  such  must  be  the  punish* 
ifient  inflicted  on  the  present  conspirators,  but  the 
place  of  their  destination  must  be  left  to  the  discretionf 
«f  the  directory.  : 
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Poulaio: Grand  pre  and  Vitliers  next  occupied,  thfl^ 
tribune,  and  read  drafts  of  laws  annulling  the  electioto 
ih  forty-nine  departments,  and  ordering  the  deporta- 
tion of  fortjr  members  of  the  council  of  five  hundred^ 
including  geiierals  t^ichegru  and  Willot,  Dumolard, 
fioissy  d'Aoglas/  Henry  la  Uiviere,  Camille  Jourdan, 
snd  Pastoret ;  eleven  Of  the  council  of  ancients,  among 
whom  yftve  Barbe  Marbois,  Lafond-Ladebat,  and 
iTroncoii  du  Coudfajr.  Carnot  and  Bartbeiemj  were 
included  in  the  list,  as  were  firothier,  Lavilleheurnois, 
and  Duyerne  de  Presle,  though  condemned  by  one 
tribunal  to  a  less  severe  punishmeDt,  and!  waiting  for 
trial  before  another ;  generals  Miranda  and  Morgan, 
whose  crimes  no  one  could  conjecture  ^  and  Ramel> 
of  the  nature  of  whose  odence  no  man  eritertained  a 
doubt.  The  fate  of  all  these  victims  was  rendered 
additionally  cruel  by  the  sequestration  of  their  pro- 
perty, till  accounts  should  be  received  of  their  arrival 
at  a  place  to  be  appointed  by  the  directory.  The 
,  council  boasted  of  this  proceeding  as  an  act  of  mercy^ 
though  it  preverlted  the  prisoners  frofo  procuringeven 
the  most  common  hecessaries  for  their  comfort  and  ac^ 
commodation  in  the  vojage  they  were  afterwards  des- 
tined to  make.  During  tb6  following  days,  the  prr* 
"vafe  vengeance  of  th^  directors  added  considerable 
itumbers  to  the  list  of  sacrifices.  Bartiielemy  and  the 
imprisoned  deputies  were  removed  from  the  Temple 
in  cages  of  iron,  mounted  on  carriages  used  for  the- 
conveyance  of  wild  beasts,  and  began  their  journey  to 
the  coast  of  (jruiana  without  time  or  means  to  make 
the  slightest  preparation  for  their  removal. 

MerKn  and  Fran9ois  de  Neufchateau  were  elected^ 
i&  lieu  of  the  expelled  directors,  and  government  pre* 
pared  to  exercise  their  new  powers  with  revolutionary, 
irigour,  and  apparent  hopes  of  successr.  As  a  proof 
bow  highly  they  estimated  their  triumph^  they  de- 
creed that  it  should  be  annually  observed  as  a  festival; 
and  even  so  far  abolished  the  liberty  of  the  press^  as 
to  put  all  periodical  publications  under  the  inspecUort 
ef  the  l^olice  for  one  jean    New  taxes  were  voted 

without 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  WARS  PROM  THE  FREtlCH* REVOLUTION,         313 

without  hesitation;  and  aflatrs  were  endeavoured  ta 
be  condueted  id  their  ordinary  train.  All  this  tioie 
the  city  of  Paris  remained  tranquil.  That  turbuleot 
spirit  which  had  made  so  many  sanguinary  efforts  in 
favour  of  what  was  pretended  to  be  the  cause  of  free- 
dom, had  been  so*  completely  subdued  since  its  unr 
fortunate  struggle  on  the  5tb  of  October^  that  it  now 
permitted  the  national  representation  to  be  violated^ 
and  the  most  obvious  rules  of  practical  liberty  to  ba 
infringed,  without  one  effort  to  defend  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  directory  attempted  to  justify 
their  conduct  to  the  nation  atlarge,  by  publishing  va^ 
rious  documents  intended  to  prove  the  existence  of  a 
royalist  conspiracy.  The  roost  remarkable  of  these 
was  a  paper^  said  to  be  written  by  M.  d'Aotraigues^^ 
and  found  by  Bonaparte  at  Venice^  in  which  a  detail 
was  given  of  a  correspondence  between  Pich^ru  and 
the  prince  of  Conde,  in  1795.  The  correspondency 
itself  was  9lUo,  at  the  same  time,  said  to  be  found  by 
Moreau^  among  papers  taken  by  him  at  the  late  pas^ 
sage  of  the  Rhtoe.  It  stated>  that  Picliegru  had  of-^ 
fered  to  the  prince  of  Conde  to  cross  the  Rhine  with 
his  army,  and  having  joined  the  Austrians  under 
Wurmseo  and  the  emigrants  under  the  prince  of 
Condc,  to  return  with  the  united  armies,  and  march 
to  Paris,  where  they  were  to  re-establish  royalty.  Thj» 
prince  is  said  to  have  refused  to  accept  of  the  offeff 
from  jealousy  of  the  Austrians ;  he  therefore  insisted 
thatitslM>uld  be  conducted  wilhout  their  aid.  But 
Piehegru  thought  the  attempt  too  hazardous^  and  ber 
ing  soon  after  removed  from  bis  commands,  the  prefect 
failed.  At  the  time  of  its  publication,  the  genuineness 
.of  this  correspondence^  and  also  of  the  paper  found 
by  Bonaparte,  was  denied;  and  wilbing  has  appeared 
since  to  induce  an  unprejudiced  man  to  think  others  . 

s  The  count  and  coiintcu  d'AntraiKues  came  to  England,  where 
they  resided  at  Barnt*s'  Terrace,  in  the  county  of  Surrey.  Thoy 
were  both  murdered  by  (heir  Own  ser?ant,  a  Picdmbntese,  as  they 
wefe  proceeding  to  their  carriage  in  Juiy^  181^.  The  assasNin,  ioi* 
mediately  after  perpetrating  the  diabolical  acly  that  himself. 
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Irisi  ftt  present.  Tbis  series  6(  traisactions  is  callei^ 
frMi  the  day  on  tvbidi  the  prineifyal  efeats  occurred, 
f!be  RevotiitioQ  of  the  18lh  of  Ffirctidory  (4th  Sep-^ 
•etn^er. ) 

The  war  between  France  arid  Great  Britain  wa« 
now  totally  unconnected  with  the  military  operationa 
(Ml  th^  eootinent  of  Europe.  The  French  govern- 
'  nieilt^  ^nviou9  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  her 
|ival>  Great  Britain,  and  desirous  to  destroy  her  naval 
superiority/ and  annihilate  her  political  existence^  felt 
dangnme  hopes  of  effecting  these  ends  when  Holland 
8«k1  Spain,  who  had  commeDced  the  war  as  allies,  had 
teai'  n^ttdered  the  enemies  of  England.  Though  the 
French  navy  remained  safe  in  port,  their  alliesj  the 
Spaniards  and  Dutch,  suffered  severely. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1797,  a  British  fleet  of 
Hfteen  sail  of  the  line,  under  sir  John  Jervis,  engaged 
the  Spanish  fleet,  amountiri{g>to  twenty-seven  sail  of 
tiie  line,  off  Cape  St.  Yineeat.  In  this  action,  al- 
though tbe  Sf^anish  force  was  nearly  double  that  of 
the  British,  yet  four  ships  of  the  line  were  taken  by 
the  English,  and  the  Spanish  admiral  escaped  with 
^reat  difficulty. 

A  negdciation  was  opened  between  the  French  and 
English  for  peace;  the  city  of  Lisle  was  fixed  on  as 
the  place  of  meeting.  Lord  Malmesbury  was  agaia 
ftomidaf^d  plenipotentiary  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain, 
And  Letourneur  the  exHlirector,  Pleville  Lepelley,  and 
Maret,  attended  t>n  the  part  of  the  directory.  The 
pegociations  commenced  on  the  20th  of  July,  and 
eontinoed  till  the  6th  of  October,  when  they  proved 
abortive,  and  lord  Malmesbufy  was  ordered  to  retura 
io  England  in  tM^enty- four  hours. 

After  this  the  directory  prepared  for  the  invasion 
of  Ireland;'  and;  with  this  view,  a  fleet  of  eleven  sail 
of  the  line,  four  ships  of  fifty-six  guns,  and  eleven  fri- 
gates, was  equipped  in  the  Dutch  ports;  a  large  body 
pf  troops  were  placed  on  board ;  and  it  was  destined 
for  Brest,  to  join  tbe  French  Siquadron.  The  English 
admiral  Duncan,  who  Mocked  up  this  armament  ia 
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i^e  Texe]^  haviiig  b^p  dri?/eo  if^o  Yarmouth  Roads^ 
De  WiotejT  the  Dutc\^  Admii-al  put  to  sea.  But  Dunn 
tBjii,  a)^pri2^d  of  tb/s  circpop sujif^e^  imiQediat^Iy  sailed 
fys  the  coast  of  Holland  wUh  fourteen  shipi  of  tb« 
lioej  two  iiftias^  and  eight  friga^^es^  with  which  he  eo^ 
countered  the  Dutch  .adnpifal  between  C^mperdowq 
ftod  Port  Eguioot,  on  the  1  Itb  of  October,  and  utterly 
defeated  biua^  taking  eig;bt. sail  of  the  lioe^  two^ships 
9f  fifty-six  gUQS^  and  two  frigates.  This  action  wa9 
foiig^t  so  ociar  the  Dutch  ahorey  that  thou^and^  oit 
ipectatqrs  witoesaed  its  progrejs^.  De  Winter  and  twc^ 
)ru:;e*adiDiralswerp  taken.  prtsoAers.     ;.  , 

During  the  struggles .  whicU;  now  agitate4  Paris^ 
the  difliculty  of  concludpog  the  peace  wi(h^hie  leiinpef' 
>oc  spumed  to  inqrea8e>  because  the ,  direft^ry*  %9ff 
averse  to  tb^  r/estpratiop  of  MarOtua.  .  i^ut.^^  i^^gi^ 
the  n^f^tter  wa3  amicably  settl^:  the  directory  poq^ 
sented  to  yields  and  the  emperor  tp  receive,  Vediipe 
Instead  of  Mai^tua*  TUs  agjreeoieat  ff>rjxfffi  \hp  \^is 
#f  the  definitive  treaty,  whicjb  jiras  exep^t^  at  .Ca^Pf^ 
^ormioi  oa  the  17th  ^  OctobDr,  17^7  *, 

*  By  this  tffS^if,  the  en^^p^r;  ceded  t^e  Ne(^(^r|an^8  ^o  F/'ancc^ 
Ihe  Milanese  16  tile  Cisalpine  republic,  ana  his  territories  In  th'e 
Brisgaw  to  the  duke  of  Modena,  as  an  iudemnificatfon  fafr4lielo^ 
of  his  dachy  in  Italj.     fie  also  consented  that  the  French  should 

«os8eB8  the  Venetiah  islands  M^  Corfu, '^ant^/t^haloni^,  Shrift 
lanro,  Cerigo,  and  othc^js,  in  the  Adrfaitic.    Od -  the'  bther  'hadtf , 
the  French  repnidic  ponsedted  tiiat  th^.emperor  ^buld^))os«eM  in 

•#ull  soTcreignty  the  citjr  of  Venice  and  Its  *  territory,  'fr'otii  the  ei« 
tremity  ot  Dalmatia  rotind  the  AdriatSb  as'  hi'r  d!s  t^  Adige  anU 
the  lake  Guarda.  '  The  Cbalplne  rejjublit  'Was  to  j^osscsi  the'  i*- 
tnaining  territory  of  Venice  in*  $h|8  qn^rtdf,  albtig.  Witfr  t'hb  cil^ 

^and  dochy  of  Mantn^^,  and  the  ecdj^^astfcal  sta^ei^  df  F^rtitaaiH 

^^Bologna.    Upon  |wh<ttever  prin6i{j{fe8' thfe  Vj^r'idfeht  Si>e  been 

*cpndactedj  the  t^rms  of  this  treat)r' suQiejentrj  demonstrtttcd  to  M 
&urope>  thlt  its  ^matl  states  had  no^^ttet^V^ason'tb^earpelit  iHsm- 

'tity  from  the  hotise^  of  Aiistriaf,  ttan'f^m  that  df  fh^HitM^  rtiiii*- 

'lic.  This  trtttb  Woui(i  hai 

,5)f  the  conyentien],  sig^n^ 

Campo  Pormio^  beeti  pif  ^,  , 

to  alarhi'tpo  much  the'.Oii^tpSnid  .6'<kdy]'  these  aWicf£''>#ifi[^4j%'^t 
aecrety  and  tbapaHteiajireedto  pi^viin-wlttf'thaC^ertiJia^^HtiM, 

2E3  ■'"'   '-'  '  '"^t 
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'  The  treaties  entered  into  between  France  and  Aus- 
tria were  immediately  begun  to  be  put  in  execution. 
The  Austrians  left  the  Rhine,  which  enabled  th^ 
French  to  surround  the  fortresses  of  Mentz  and  Ehren-^ 
breitstein.  Of  the  former  they  speedily  obtained  potf* 
session;  but  the  latter  cost  them  a  very  tedious  block- 
ade before  the  garrison,  consisting  of  the  troops  of 
the  palatinate,  would  agree  to  surrender.  The  impe-* 
tial  troops  at  the  same  time  entered  Venicej  the  French 
having  evacuated  that  city  after  carrying  off  or  de*^ 
ktroying  its  whole  navy.  The  Cisalpine  republic  wais 
established,  and  Bonaparte  left  Italy;  leaving,  bow- 
ever,  an  army  of  tweiity^five  thousand  men  to  garrison 
Mantua,  Brescia,  Milan,  and  other  places,  and  to  re*^ 
lain  this  new  republic  in  dependence  upon  France; 
Genoa  was,  at  the  safne  time,  brought  under  a  similar 
dependence,  and  a  revolution  in  its  government  took 
place  at  this  period,  v^ 

About  this  time  the  two  councils^  at  the  desire  of 
the  directory,  enacted  a  law,  declanng  tbe  ships  of  ati 
neutral  states  bound  for  Britain,  of  returning  from 
ifai6nce,  liable  to  capture.  This  law  placed  the  whole 
carrying  trade  of  tbe  wq^tem  world  in  tbe  bands  of 
tbe  mitish,  and  thus  enriched  the  very  people  whom 
it  was  intended  to  injure. 

,ata  congress  to  be  opened  at  Rastadt^.tb  cbaseflt^  in  consequence 

of  au  apparently  fair  negociatiun^.tQ  what^Francc  and  Austria 

had  determined  should  talee  place«     By  tliis^sccrct  convention  it 

.iras  stipulated,  that  the  Rhine,  indading  the'  fpnress  of  Meata, 

fehouid  be  the  boundary  of  the  French  republic;  that  the  princes 

^  whose  te^ritorieft  were  alienated  by  this  agreemeutj,  shoulabe.ia* 

•deinofiliodr  by  the  securalizatioa  of  cbureh  ^nds  in  Germany; 

that  Uifl^stadtholder  of  UollaMf  should  be  loJ^^Qmilied  for  the  loss 

of  .{lis  estates  in  that  country  by  receiving  CTcrman  terrhory ;  ihi|t 

*  the  emperor  should  receiVo  the  arcKbisho^ic^of  isaffsi^arg)  and  the 

.  pari  of  the  circle  of  Bavaria  situ<ited  between  thai  archbi^hoprtc> 

.fte  rivers Jo»^ and  Sait'f,  iki  the  Tyrol ;  that  the  ioypi^rial  troops 

;Sh4^ui$l  inmediMely.  withilraw  to  the  confines  of  th^o  hereditary 

:]itf^t.^yoaA  Uim  I  and  if  the  Cermanic  boffy  should  refuse  peace 

4N|  tWabove  conditioas^  it#as  stipufate^  (hat  the,oniperor  should 

.^supply  to ^ it  oo  more,  troops  thaa  his  contingent.  ^  ^  co-estate 

^WMMintod  to,  ^aad  Iha^^tj^^ihes^  ^onld^not  o^^fijfifflqf^  in  aa^ 

.ibrtifi^piace.^  ,      '\  ' 

Soon 
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^  Soon  after 'the  trenty  with  the  emperor  bad  beeo 
^Mcliid^d '  at  Oaropo  Fonenio,  Joseph  Bdntf^rte* 
brotkeiPof^lb^gcfMrah  ^#s  sent  to  Rome  aa  anbauaM 
Hoi^  fVom  Frkacte.  The  pope,  deprived  of  ali -foreign 
aid,  and  accustomed  to  huAnliatioos,  submitted  to 
every  demand  for  reducing  the  number  of  bis  troops; 
and  setting  at  liberty  persons  imprisoned  on  account 
of  political  opinions.  But  an  event  speedily  occurred 
ivbich  accomplished  the  ruin  of  this  decayed  govern- 
metit:  On  the  26tb  of  December,  1797,  three  persona 
v^aited  upon  the  French  ambassador,  and  solicited  the 
protection  of  bis  government  to  a  revolution  vvhich  a 
party:  at  Rome  meant  to  accomplish.  He  rejected 
their  proposals,  but  did  not  communicate  the  sedition 
to  (be  papal  government.  On  the  following  day  a 
tumult  took  place,  in  which  the  French  cockade  was 
ivorn  by  about  one  hundred  insurgents.  Tbey  were 
speedily  dispersed ;  but  in  the  affray  two  of  the  pope's 
dragoons  were  killed.  The  ambassador  wisely  re- 
solved that  his  own  personal  conduct  should  be  blame- 
less on  the  occasion.  He  therefore  went,  onthe281h 
of  December,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  presented 
a  list  of  the  few  persons  under  his  protection  who  wei^e 
entitled  to  wear  the  French  eockade,  consenting  that 
all  others  who  had  adopted  it  should  be  punished. 
He  also  surrendered  six  of  the  insurgents,  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  bis  palatre. 

In  the  close  of  this  day,  however,  the  popular  tu- 
mult became  more  serious,  particularly  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  French  minister's  palace.  The  pope 
appears  to  have  been  wholfy"  unacquainted  with  (his 
atate  of  affairs;  but  the  governor  of  tlie  city  sent  par- 
ties bf  cavalry  to  disperse  the  insurgents.  About 
twenty  persons,  baving  a  Frenchman  at  their  head, 
now  rushed  into  the  palaoe,  and  demanded  aid  tn^ 
-wards  accomplishing  a  revolution.  Some  French  of- 
ficers and  others  who  were  with  the  arobastadbr  nobly 
and  generously  proposed  to  drive  the  insurants  from 
•the  jurisdiction*  of  the  palace.  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
iioweverj  eoQceifiog  tbnt  hb  authority  wouM  be  sufl&- 
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cient  lo  aceonplififa  the  olyjoct  in  a  pMf;ef4>i|e  q^amier; 
went  iiiit  into  tbecoupt  to  address  the  mmltHiMlM  kv^ 
was  pittveoted  by  a  diaobar^  of  m^fiUt[\ffV»^itkfi 
military^  wlia  were  firing  wiUiip  the  JvvHdicitifln  4^ 
the  palace.  He  then  iaAejrponed  between  tbe  o^litary 
and  the  insurgents,  and  advanced  deie  upon  the  pol<* 
diers  to  prevail  with  tbem  to  depart;  but  tbey  reeuioed 
in  a  BEieaacing  attitude,  and  prep^ed  for  aootber  dia^ 
charge.  Eager  to  binder  this,  the  FreyBcb  gffneral 
Dupbot,  who  was  with  tbe  ambassadorj  and  was /neat 
day  to  have  married  bis  SAster*  rushed  i oto  tbe  raabf 
af  tbe  military,  intreating  tbew  to  d^fiqt  Here  ^if 
officer  of  tbe  pope's  troops  discharged  h»  mu^^iiei 
into  the  body  of  Dupbot  Upon  tbif,  the ambisssador 
and  his  friends  found  it  necoBsary  to  make  their  esjQap^ 
through  a  bye-way  into  tbe  palace;  and  oa  the  m* 
aning  morning  at  sis  o'clock  Josepb  Bompa^te  ^^^oMr 
led  Roflie^  deaf  to  all  propositions  ;for  es^pjAPatJon  o^ 
i^^logy. 

An  account  of  the  traoaactioiv  iwos  fonwarded  to 
Prance,  and  orders  were  immediately  issued  fer  gene<* 
Ml  Berthier,  who  commanded  in  Ital^^i  to  reiVoIotioniBO 
Aome,  and  give  up  tbe  ^country  to  pillage.  Bentb^V 
lM)cordiogiy  aclvaoced  to  Rome  by  for4^  marcb^; 
asmBKMied  tbe  cartle  of.  St.  Angdo,  aUowfog  oaly 
four  hours  for  its  evaciiatfioo  by  the  pfpul  troops. 
The  convicts  in  the  prisons  were  eet  at  libeity;  the 
gales  of  the  city  were  secured  by  tbe  Freoeh  i  tbe 
pope,  the  oardioals,  and  tbe  whole  people  of  H6m% 
were  -made  prisoners  at  diacretion.  The  Fr«aeb  ger 
SMralalsotdetaioed  pirboQers  in  the  pabice  pf  Monte 
Cavallo  (Ebur  cardinal,  four  princes,  SMt  prelates, 
smd  two  bankers,  as  hoatages  for  Abe  quiet /of  the  city> 
4aod  for  the  payment  of  certain  cooisibiitiaas  pepesiarjr 
te  relie'ne  the  wants  of  btaafoiy. 

Beitfaier  made  hk  triumphal  entry  into  Rom^  a4 
Ifae  15th  of  February,  1798;  And  the  tree  of  libectf 
ibeing  planted  on  tbe  capitoi,  be  prooMMed  an  ^ 
.dress  to  the  shades  of  'Cato,  Pompeiy,r  Asutusn  Cicerp, 
«od  Uoriensios,  which  ,he  coodyMied  jby  A^^orfiig  th^ 

Romans 
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RoniaaB  that  they  lirerb  aboiU  to  reMikbe  their  ancieat 
grandeur  and  the  virtues  of  their  progeoitora.,  A  pr^H 
clamation  was  therefore  imued,  dedariug  them  a  free 
and  iodependeDt  republic^  under  the  special  protAetion 
of  the  French  army.  .A  provisional  governaient  was 
for  the  present  acknowledged^  as  established  by  the 
s^ferei^  people;  and  every  authority  or  appointmenl 
eflMoating  from  the  pope  was  to  ceasOi  nor  was  be 
any  Imger  to  exercise  any  function.  The  French 
general  Cervoai  was  charged  with  the  care  of  the  po- 
lice,  the  safety' of  the  city,  and  the  protection  of  the 
new  government;  and  the  territory  of  the  Roman  re^ 
public  was  declared  to  comprehedd  all  that  remained 
under  the  temporal  authority  of  tbe  pope  after  th* 
treaty  of  Campo  Formto.  Great,  however.  Was  tbe 
harbarity  and  cruelty«bzercised  in  the  deposition  and 
subsequtMit  treatment  of  tbe  pope,  Pius  VI  *«  But 
whether  retained  by  force,  .or  deluded  by  promises^ 
the  pope  Jong  continued,  after  tbe  abrogation  of  his 
authority,  a  prisoner  in  his  own  palace.  The  French 
then  seized  it  for  barracks,  and  confined  tbe  pope  to 
his  own  rdoms,  putting  the  seal  of  confiication  on  all 
his  effects.  At  length  the  unfortunate  pope  was  re«> 
mbved  from  Rome  to  Sienna,  where  be  was  received 
by  the  Augustine  monks,  and  lodged  in  their  convent. 
The  remaining  history  of  Pius  VI.  exhibits  only  a 
continuation  of  cruelty  and  distress.  He  was  removed 
to  many  cities  in  Italy,  and  finally  to  Valence,  where 
he  terminated  bis  days  amid  the  horrors  of  insult,  in» 
humanity,  and  unfedtng  persecutionf. 

From 


*  At  this  period^  ths  unfortuaats  pontiff  was  ia  the  si^ty.ss« 
cond  jear  of  bis  age;  and^  duriag  tweiity'^three  years,  he  had  «x« 
frcised  19  a  blameless  mauoer  the  sovereigaty  confided  to  him^ 
receiving  strangers^  and  all  those  who  resorted  (o  Rome  in  pursait 
of  claaskal  literature  aod  science,  wtch  benoToleot  iDaiufioenee 
and  princely  hospitality. 

f  The  dowofal  of  the  papal  goternment)  by  whateter  means 
effected,  excited  perhaps  less  sympathy  than  that  of  any  other  in 
Europe  t  the  errors^  the  oppressions,  the  tyranny,  of  Rome  over 
tikfi  irhole  Christian  woffid^  were  remen^bersd  with  biuemsss* 

Many 
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From  the  earliest  periods  of  the  Frendi  revolot?on, 
the  project  of  fraternizing  the,  government  of  Switzer* 
land  had  been  a  favourite  topic  wilh  the  party  directed 
by  Brissot.  The  ancient  alliance  of  the  cantons  with 
France^  the  constant  employment  of  her  best  troops  in 
the  service  of  that  nation,  their  hatred  towstrds  the 
houses  of  Austria  and  Savoy,  the  neutrality  observed 
during  the  most  critical  periods  of  the  war^  the  for- 
bearance which  followed  the  massacre  of  their  troops 
in  Aogtist,  1792,  and  the  treaties  solemnly  made  and 
repeatedly  ratified,  were  considerations  which  in- 
fluenced the  directory  to  the  resolution  of  convertin|f 
Switzerland  into  a  subordinate  republic.  In  executing, 
this  scheme,  they  purposed  to  divide  the  members  •f 
the  Helvetic  confederacy,  by  fomenting  commotions^ 
and,  by  occupying  the  attentfon  of  the  respective 
states,  to  prevent  their  resisting  in  one  firm,  compact, 
and  united  body;  and  then  to  turn  their  whole  force 
against  the  canton  of  Berne,  on  the  conquest  or  sub- 
mission of  which  depended  the  rednctton  of  all  Swit- 
zerland. This  service  was  confided  to  generals  Brune 
and  Schawenbourg,  who  accomplished,  in  1798^  the 
entire  subjugation  of  the  Swiss  cantons*. 

At 


Manj  rejoiced,  throagh  religious  antipathy,  in  tlie  overthrow  of* 
a  church  which  they  considered  as  idolatrous,  though  attended 
irith  the  immediate  triumph  of  greater  infidelity  ;  and  many 
thought  they  saw  in  these  eftnts  the  accomplishment  of  propbe- 
«iea,  and  the  eifaibition  of  »igHs  promised  In  the  mystical  parts  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures^  recorded  in  the  Ecvelatioa  of  St.  John. 

*  Tiie  French  generals  acknowledge  that  the  Swiss  fonght 
with  unparalleled  bravery,  and  that  the  subjection  of  Berne  was 
the  consequence  of  a  most  sanguinary  contest*  in  which  the  milU 
lia,  levied  in  a  nass  and  without  experience,  gave  the  strongest 
proofs  of  coorage  and  despair.  ^*  Many  of  those  brave  people,'*" 
said  the  French  officer  who  delivered  the  Swiss  standards  to  the 
directory,  <^  without  any  arms  but  scythes  and  dabs,  placing^ 
themselves  at  the  mouths  of  the  cannon,  were  mowed  down  with 
f  rape-shot,  and  rejected  the  quarter  which  was  offered  them  from 
humanity. ''  One  glorious  effort  of  magninimity  surpasses  the 
memorable  sacrifice  of  the  Spartans  at  Thermopylas.  Eight  hon«. 
dred  youths  devoted  themselves  to  death  :  overpowered  by 
numbers,  they  refused  quarter;  seven,  who  escaped  the  first  car. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  WARS  FROM  TflE  PRENCtt  REVOLUTION.        S4f 


At  length  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  two 
countries,  in  September,  1798,  b j  virtue  of  which 
Geneva,  Mu)bau8en,^  Bienne,  and  the  bishopric  of 
BasDs,  wcrie  aqnexed  to  France;  the  remainder  of  the 
coootry,  Except  the  Orisons,  was  inodelled  into  tho 
Helvetic  Republic,  formirfg  eighteen /de par (menti; 
'The  French  gained;  besides  raaoy  other  advantages^ 
a  n)ilitary  and  commercial  road  through  that  country 
nto  the  south  of  Germany. 


CHAPTER   Vlll 

DURING  the  period  that  lU  ftat&rnra^tioh  of 
Switzerland  was  thus  effecting  in  Eufope,  the 
directory  formed  the  grand  pi'oject  of  extending  their 
arras  into  Africa,  for  the  regeheraiidn  c^f  the  fine  and 
lertile  vale  of  Egypt.  When  all  Waif  iti 'reatfiness, 
iBonaparfe  Embarked  with  forty  thoitsAod  bf  tte  troops 
that  had  fought  in  Italy,  On  the  9th  df  June,  I79R 
lie  arrived  at  the  island  of  Maltft;  and  bn  thegraid 
toaster  refusing  to  admit  so  large  a  fleet  jotty  bis  jpotis 
%  water,  the  French  general  imttiediatelyhmfed  hit 
troops  ixi  difiefeht  quarters,  and  endeaVourM  to  re- 
duce the  island.  The  knights  happened  to  be  dfvid'ed  , 
into  factions,  so  that/  after  making  a  veryTcf^bfe'  re^ 
sisfanc^,  the  grand  master  proposed  ik  capitulation; 
'and  thus  vi^aS  surrendered,  in  a  few  days,  a  iV)t^tresli 
whicbi  if  properly  defended,  toight  have  held' out  ftt 
as  many  we^ks  against  all  the  forties  df  thfe  noiv^^. 
^After  leaving  a  gtrriSon  t/^'four  thonsdnd  men'  ite  the 
Maud,  Bofoaparte  sailed 'on'  (he  21st  of '  Jitii^  for 
B^ypt,^  and  atrnred '  hehit  Alerabdria  on  th*  1st  of 

sage,  (lisdaifrcd  to  sunrite  their  brothers  in  arm#,  and",  tusbfdg 
^Jlo  the  ranks' o/  Ibelr  eoSRij,  periled  aaiier  ibe  rtilas  of  *fiieir 
^t^Wiftf*  In  tbiM  blM^  cpDtkU)  aot  dBljr  men  dfsplify^  ui|- 
, paralleled  brarery,  but  even  womaa  rvsbed  into  the  heat  of  tha 
battle,  threw  themselves  oa  the  caoDon  of  the  FrencI)^  aod  clung 
""fo  the  wheelif  to  binder  them  from  adranciog* 

^    Vol.  I.    No.  XIV.  2S  Jul/. 
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July.  He  UDmediately  effected  a  laoding  at  Marabou^ 
BotwithttaiidiDg  the  height  of  the  surC  and  the  diffU 
culties  of  the  abore. 

.  Although  Marabou  was  only  two  leagues  firoai 
Aleiaadria,  the  French  found  no  ppposition  from  the 
natives;  not  even  a  piece  of  artillery  was  planted  for 
protection.  Having  landed  part  of  their  artillery  and 
stores^  they  advanced  in  platoons  against  the  city,  and 
iflBacbed  it  unopposed,  except  by  a  few  mamelukes^ 
who,  hovering  around,  cut  off  stragglers,  and  fought 
a  few  slight  an<^  partial  skirmish^.  The  city  was 
garrisoned  by  only  about  five  hundred  janissaries,  who 
occupied  the  forts,  but  were  in  no  condition  to  resist 
so  unexpected  an  attack.  The  Turks,  assailed  on 
levery  side  by  so  large  a  force,  made  the  best  defoBoe 
which  resolution  unaided  bv  tactics  could  supnly. 
About  a  hundred  and  fifty  oi  the  French  were  kilied» 
and  generals  Kleber  and  Menou  were  wounded.  See* 
ing  the  invaders  scaling  the  ramparts^  and  forcing 
Ihemselves  in  on  every  side,  the  Turks  desisted  from 
any  further  resistance,  and,  betaking  themselves  to 
God  and  their  prophet,  filled  the  mosques.  Tfao 
Trench  now  took  complete  possession  of  that  ancient 
and  much  celebrated  city,  giTiog  it  up  to  plunder,  in 
order  to  gratify  apd  encourace  the  army  to  further 
and  greater  conquests  in  this  distant  and  nnezploredt 
but  rich.and  luxuriant,  country. 

After  continuing  three  days  in  Alexandriat  of  which 
general  Kleber  was  left  in  command,  Bonaparte  with 
ue  remainder  of  the  army  marched  across  the  desart 
to  attack  Rosetta,  which  made  no  resistance.  He  left 
a  rarrison  in  this  place  under  the  command  of  general 
iMenou,  and  another  at  Ramanieh,  a  town  fartner  np 
the  river,  at  the  entrance  of  the  canal  of  Alexandria; 
and  then  proceeded  lUong  the  banks  of  the  Nile  to- 
wards Cairo. 

No  obstacle  had  hitherto  presented  itself  to  tim 
French;  but  on  the  arrival  of  the  army  near  Gineb, 
Bonaparte  found  that  Mourad  Bey  had  assembled  hia 
forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  village^  called  Bm^ 
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^abeh^  where  he  inteDded  to  dispute  and  oppoie  hit 
farther  progreti.  The  mamelukes  amounted  to  iteo 
thouiaod  meo^  and  fought  with  desperate  courage; 
but  the  actioD^  though  sanguinary^  was  neither  long 
nor  doubtful.  Part  of  the  army  of  the  mamelukes 
wu  either  exterminated  by  the  sword«  or  drowned  in 
the  river;  the  rest,  with  Mourad  Bey,  retreated  to 
Upper  Egypt.  This  action  was  denominated  the  Bat- 
tle of  the  Fyramids.  The  spoils  of  the  slain  were 
found  exceedingly  valuable,  as  eacl^  mamelufce  carries 
with  him  in  his  march  the  amount  of  his  fortune  or 
bis  plunder.  In  consequence  of  the  event  of  this  bat« 
tie,  Bonaparte  sent  for,  and  was  waited  on,  by  the 
magistrates  of  Cairo,  which  city  the  army  entered  in 
triumph,  having  nothing  to  oppose  them. 

Bonaparte  now  part^  his  troops  into  three*  divi- 
sions, one  of  which  was  sent  under  the  command  of 
general  Desaix,  to  possess  himself  of  Upper  Egypt; 
the  second  was  left  at  Cairo;  and  with  the  third  he 
followed  Ibrahim  Bey,  who  had  retired  into  Syria  to 
recruit  his  army,  llie  most  hazardous  and  embar- 
fassMig  part  of  the  whole  campaign  was  certainly  that 
which  was  carried  into  Upper  E^ypt,  under  the  inde-^ 
fttigable  perseverance  of  general  Uesaix,  who  had  not 
only  to  contend  with  the  burning  beat  of  the  tropical 
sun,  and  the  horrors  of  a  barren  desert,  but  with  the 
tdetterous  generalship  of  Mourad  Bey.  Creneral  Do- 
aaiz  set  out  on  this  important  expedition  on  the  26th 
.  of  August  J  798,  with  a  Ootilla  on  the  Nile  to  act  as 
a  convoy.  Mourad  Bey  in  the  interim  collected  his 
forces,  and  encamped  on  an  eminence  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sedtnan,  where  he  waited  to  dispute  the  progress  of 
the  French '  arms.  Desaix  approached,  impatieot  to 
give  bim  battle;  and  coming  within  sight  of  the  lofty 
mameloke  camp,  Irbich  betrayed  the  utmost  Oriental 
magnificence,  he  encouraged  his  troops  with  the  hope 
of  plunder;  pointing  out,  by  the  help  of  his  glass^  the 
penon  of  Mourad  Bey,  resplendent  with  gold  and 
precious  stones,  and  Surrounded  with  all  the  richlyi 
^decorated  beys  and  kiachefs  under  his  command.  The 
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Bight  was  piiiBed  io  felting  in  the  camp;  whUe,  mikm 
dark,  parties  were  seat  out  to  menace  the  advaiifed 
posts  of  their  enemy.  At  the  first  dawn  gf  the  mom^ 
tog  the  French  army  formed  in  a  hollow  square,  iq 
the  flsidst  of  a  large  plain,  with  two  platooos  on  their 
flanks.  Mourad  Bey  advanced  at  the  bead  of  his 
jtoaineiukes  and  several  tb^^usand  Arabs,  who  chargied 
with  great  intrepidity,  and  surrounded  the  French* 
A  dreadful  carnage  ensued;  great  numbers  fell  oi^ 
|>oth  sides;  but  the  mamelukes  could  not  make  anj 
kspreuion  on.  the  solid  square,  which  rendered  their 
seymelars  of  no  avail,  and  their  numbers  useless,  Th<( 
mamelukes  fighting  on  horseback,  chiefly  with  the 
sabre,  were  received  by  the  French  on  tbe  point  of 
the  bayonet;  who  thus  wounding  their  horses,  througl| 
Ihem  perpetually  into  confusion.  Disappointed  and 
enraged,  the  mamelukes  advanced  as  closely  as  possiv 
ble  to  tbe  lines,  first  discharging  their  pistojp,  an^ 
then  throwing  them  violently  at  the  enemy,  tpgethyar 
with  their  battle-axes  and  other  weapons,  intil  th^ 
ground  was  covered  with  their  arms.  They  then  re* 
tired,  leaving  the  French  masters  of  the  ^eld  of  battle* 
Desatx  procured  a  reinforcement  of  both  cavalry 
and  infantry  from  Bonaparte,  with  which  he  conti« 
tiued  td  penetrate  the  interior  of  Upper  Egypt  Mou^ 
rad  Bey,  however,  aided  by  his  superior  knowledgf 
of  the  roads,  and  by  the  experience  of  his  numerous 
aiaoieluke  cavalry,  was  constantly  able  to  harass  thf 
rear  of  the  French,  and  would  often  seize  and  Qarry 
off  their  stragglers  and  foraging  parties  evepwithio 
fifty  yards  of  the  main  body.     But  Moursfd  now  be^^ 

gan  to  act  principally  on  tbe  defensive,  not  .4mly  faj 
arassing  the  enemy's  rear,  but  also,  b^  h^^  ^^  ^°^^ 
busb,  laying  waste  the  country,  driving  off  the  cattle 
in  the  line  of  his  march,  and  weakening  his  force  by 
sodden  and  repeated  skirmishes.  In  this  manner  De* 
saix  pursued  the  Egyptian  Fabius,  until  be  reached 
the  city  of  Grirgeh,  the.  capital  of  Upper  Egypt,  si* 
tuated  half-way  between  Cairo  and  Syene.  Mourad 
Dow  resolved  agaiq  to  dispute  his  further  progMsi; 
• ''. '  '  '     ^  and 
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fiod  With  ibat  iotept  pitched  bis  camp  near  Saoumbut^ 
a  coosiderable  villagfi  in  the  neighbourbood  ofGirgeh* 
In  this  city>  which  stands  on  the  Nile,  Desaix  wi^ited 
from  Hbe  30th  of  December  to  the  20th  of  January^ 
1799^  for  the  arrival  of  their  flotilla,  which  had  als^ 
been  haraased  and  attacked  bj  the  mamelukea  an4 
Arabs,  aod  one  of  their  v^sels ,  taken.  On  tb^  21  s( 
their  supplies  were  got  on  slfore;  and  Desaix  quitted 
jGrirgeh  on  the  22d,  inarching  directly  to  Samaohut, 
On  the  2^th  the  mameiukes  appeared,  disclosing  ^ 
front  of  an  immense  extent.  Desaix  formed  his  army 
in  three  compact  squares;  two  of  infantry,  for  the 
win^,  and  pne  of  cavalry  for  the  centre,  with  the  ar- 
tillery on  the  angles.  Mourad  Bey  began  the  battle 
with  his  usual  impetuosity,  and  the  mameiukes  ajt 
pnce  assailed  the  whole  body  of  the  French,  prancing 
around  them  with  uplifted.scymetars,  making  a  most 
l>iilliant  display  of  their  glittering  accoutrements,  ftn^ 
jp{  their  skill  in  horsemanship,  as  well  as  of  their  cq%- 
iempt  of  danger,  and  boldness  of  attack.  But  tbp 
figid  severity  of  the  northern  tactics  presented  a  spec- 
tacle equally  commandiiig  and  more  formidablf. 
Numbers  of  the  French  fell  in  the  action;  but  their 
lines  copld  not  be  broken.  The  artillery  was  likewise 
a  bulwark  of  defence,  mowing  dipwn  the  inanpelukes 
.fmd  Arabs  in  -all  directions.  One  of  their  chiefs  fejl} 
ao  near  the  French  lines,  that  be  could  not  be  recovered 
by  bis  own  people;  and,  wbile  his  foot  hung  in  the 
atirrup#  theborse,  without  abandoning  his  rider,  would 
not  let  the  Frencb  soldiers  approach  him,  notwithr 
^tanding  all  their  endeavours  to  seize  the  gold  wbick 
jittered  on  the  dress  of  this  unfortunate  chief,  wb(r 
.was  thus  dragged  back. by  his  horse,  and  made  to 
i^fier  the  horrors  of  death  in  many  forms.  Mourad 
Ibea  retreat^  into  the  bosom  of  the  desert,  conceivinig 
that  tbia  v^ould  prove  au  insiiperable  barrier  against 
the  further  pursuit  of  his  enemy,  unprepared  for  apd 
.unaccustomed  to  sucb  a  frightful  waste,  which  eler- 
iially  presents  a  disconsolate  idea  to  all  who  havo 
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The  French  army  entered  the  desert  on  the  28th  of 
January^  1799,  passed  the  ancient  cities  of  Tentjra, 
I'hebes,  Esneh  or  Latopolis,  and  Etfu  the  ancietit 
fiieraconpolis ;  following  as  closely  as  possible  on  the 
lieels  of  Moorad  Bey  and  his  mamelukesj  until  it 
reached  its  destination  at  A^suan  or  Syene,  the  froatter 
town  of  Upper  Bgypt>  where  the  Nile  enters  the 
Egyptian  territory,  by  flowing  over  the  lart  of  the 
cataracts  at  the  beautiful  island  of  Elephantina.  Here 
the  French  inscribed  the  termination  of  their  march 
through  Egypt  upon  a  rock  of  granite;  and  then  re* 
turned  to  organize  the  new  government  of  Syeoe, 
which  was  in  no  condition  to  oppose  these  invaders. 
Desaix  immediately  formed  a  plan  of  fortifying  the 
town,  constructed  a  citadel  or  fort  which  commanded 
""all  the  approaches,  and,  imitating  Probus,  converted 
llis  army  into  artificers,  architects,  akid  labourers. 

In  the  mean  while,  general  Dahoust  was  sent  in 
quest  of  Assad  Bey,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
opposite  Etfu,  where  he  was  in  considerable  force 
with  supplies^  ready  to  co-operate  with  Mourad. 
The  eagerness  of  the  French  to  get  possession  of  the 
stores,  exposed  them  to  a  terrible  conflict  for  about 
half  an  hour.  The  field  of  battle  remained  with  the 
French;  but  Assan  Bey  obtained  his  main  point,  that 
of  carrying  off  his  baggage  and  stores ;  so  that  neither 
party  had  much  to  boast,  though  Assan  was  wounded 
in  the  leg,  and  many  of  the  mamelukes  slain. 

Having  thus  rapidly  advanced  through  the  whole 
extent  of  Upper  l^ypt^  and  placed  the  inhabitants  of 
Syene  under  the  temporary  controul  of  the  French  na* 
tion,  Desaix,  on  the  25th  of  February,  after  a  cam* 

Satgn  of  six  months,  commenced  his  return  to  Cairo; 
ut  this  was  a  work  of  more  difficulty  and  danger 
than  was  at  first  suspected.  To  soften  the  rigour  of 
the  march,  as  well  as  to  scour  the  country  of  the  ma^* 
melukes  and  Arabs,  who  now  acted  in  detachments, 
and  were  dispersed  in  various  directions  on  both  sides 
the  Nile,  Desaix  divided  his  army  into  two  partst 
with  one  divbion  he  still  pursued  the  vigilant  Mourad 
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Bey;  while  the  other,  under  the  command  of  general 
Beliardj  was  sent,  on  the  other  side  the  river,  in  quest 
of  Osman  Bev  Ascar,  who  having  been  joined  by  % 
numerous  body  of  Meccan  soldiers,  had  entrenched 
themselves  at  Benhute,  in  order  to  co-operate  with 
Mourad,  and  way-lay  the  French  troops  on  their  re* 
turn  to  Lower  Egypt  General  Beliard  attacked  these 
entrencliments,  which,  after  a  most  bloody  and  despe- 
rate conflict  of  three  days,  he  carried;  and  in  which 
the  most  heroic  achievements  appear  to  have  beeo 
performed  on  both  sides,  with  the  consequept  loss  of 
innumerable  lives.    On  the  next  day,  the  SSd  of 
March,  general  Beliard,  perceiving  the  folly  of  pur« 
suing  these  people  in  a  country  where  they  had  every 
advanta^,  hastened  to  meet  the  commander  Desaiz  at 
Kjeneh,  where  he  arrived  Sh  the  11th  of-  April.     De-» 
9aix,  in  the  mean  tim^,  had  compelled  Mourad  Bey  ' 
to  take  shelter  in  the  Oasii,  and  had  detached  general 
Friant  to  the  riffht  bank  of  the  Nile,  to  preserve  a 
line  parallel  to  bis  own,  and  to  clear  the  country  of 
Elfi  Bey  and  his  remnant  of  mamelukes.    After  these 
operations  the  two  French  generals  met  at  Keneh, 
which  for  a  time  they  made  their  bead- quarters- 
General  Desaix  now  conceived  the  plan  of  blocking 
up  the  mamelukes  in  the  desert,  or  at  least  of  cutting 
off  their,  eommunitation  with  the  Nile,  and  of  im- 
peding their  movements,,  by  preventing  them  fron 
separating  their  forces  without  the  risk  of  being  cut 
off,  and  of  finally  reducing  them  by  famine.    In  the 
iralley  which  leads  from  Cosseir  to  the  Nile  there  ar^ 
four  wells  or  fountains,  the  latter  of  which  is  of  great 
importance  when  the  desert  is  to  be  occupied  by  an 
invading  army,  sioce  it  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
three  roads,  which  are  so  many  passes  from  the  desert 
jtoto  Bgypt    The  first  of  these  roads,  which  runs  to 
the  south-west,  leads  to  Redisi,  where  it  terminates* 
The  second,  which  runs  almost  due  west,  terminates 
atNagadi;  and  the  third,  which  takes  a  north-west 
difection,  leads  to  Birambar.     From  Birambar  three 
roads  lead  to  Kous,  to  Coptos,  and  to  Keneh.     De* 
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saix»  after  having  left  a  garrison  at  Keneh^  took  np 
his  position  at  Rirambar;  aud  Belia.rd  was  sent  with 
lis  division  to  occupy  the  passage  of  Nagadi;  wfciFe 
ft  at  of  Redisi  was  incautiously  neglected,'  for  it  the 
strait  of  Redisi  could  have  beep  occupied,  all  ibebeyf 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  mgst  have  surrendered^ 
or  starved  in  the  desert;  in  which  case,  Mourad  Bey/ 
ivho  was  in  force  on  the  Iieft  bank,  would  have  been 
ihe  onTy  army  he  could  have  had  to  contend  with,^ 
Beliard  repaired  to  Nagadi,  where  his  troops 'wer6 
compeUed^  take  up  their  quarters  in  the  subterra* 
neous  toinbs  or  burial  places  of  the  dead,  while  scout* 
ibg  parties  were  employed  fo  learn  the  motions  of  the 
enemy.  Besides  the  mamelukes,  a  considerable  bodj 
of  Meccaiis  were  in  force^  with  some  or  bther  of 
inrbom  the  patroles  were  continually  falling  in,  ana 
If  ho  were  hunted  down  and  jdestroyed'like  animalf 
batefut  to  society.  In  (tiis' dreary  situation^  (ioyvevec, 
provisions  were  constantly  brought  by  ttie  (hejpherdk 
and  merchants,  \^ho  were  in  dread  of  bein^  plundered 
by  the  mamelukes.  These  movements  w'erci. produc- 
tive of  the  battle  of  Birambar,  wherein  Dupjessis,  a 
chief  of  brigade,  and  several  French  officers  lost  tbeir 
fives,  and  wherein  Assan  Bey  and  Osman  )B(^y  Ascar 
iwere  severely  wounded.  The  French,  ,f^s  VsM&lj.  v^ere 
the  victors;  and  the  defeated  mamelukes  took  (he  un* 
jTuarded  pass  by  the  strait  of  Redisi,  and  formed  a 
juncUon  with  Mourad  Bey  on  ihe  opppsite  bankoT 
.the  Nile.  These  beys  tTien  concerted  the  piao  of  ciifr 
ting  off  <he  communication  of  the  Frenqji  army  V'ltU 
Cairo;  and,  with  this  view,  Elfi  Bey  w^sdepi^ted  tQ 
liang  upon  th^  flotilla^  and  scour  ihe.  b^^nks.orthe 
jNile;  Osman  and  Selim  Bey  were  dispjatched  to'  re;.- 
take  and  reduce  the  French  fortiBcations  at  Syene; 
and  Mourad  Bey,  with  the  flower  of  the  mathelukes« 
liung  upon  the  French  army  to  keep  It  in  check,  to 
vatch  favourable  opportunities  of  attack,  and  to  over^ 
awe  the  natives,  and  hinder  supplies. 

But  these  promising  schemes  did  not  succeed.    B<;- 
Deadly  a  town  on  the  verge  *of  the  desert,  containing 
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i^elve  thousand  iohabitanUj  where  a  rich  caravan 
from  Fur  bad  ju«t  arrived^  gave  every  assiatauce  to 
Mourad  Bej,  who  bad  excited  them  to  arms  agaio9t 
the  Freoeh.  To  this  towD>  Desaix  instantly  dis« 
patched  general  Davoust  wit)i  the  cavalry^  and  a 
strong  detachment^  animated  with  the  hope  of  plun* 
ier,  who  set  fire  to  the  town,  which  they  pillaged^, 
and  massacred  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

Another  detachment  was  sent  under  captain  Re* 
Baud  back  to  Syene«  to  dislodge  Osman  and  Selim 
Bey,  who  had  possessed  themselves  of  the  town.  Em* 
boldeoed  by  the  small  number  of  the  enemy,  they 
marched  out  and  attacked  the  French  with  their  usual 
impetuosity;  but  in  the  action  Selim  Bey  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Osman  soon  after  retreated  above  the 
cataracts,  leaving  Syene  once  more  in  the  hands  of  the 
French.  In  the  mean  time  Dasaiz  had  driven  back 
Mourad  Bey  to  his  strong  hold  in  the  Oasis;  whilst 
Beliard  was  getting  ready  a  detachment  to  cross  the 
desert,  and  take  possession  of  Cosseir,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Red  Sea.  This  service  was  performed  with  con* 
siderable  adroitness  and  expedition.  The  detachment, 
all  mounted  on  camels,  left  the  vhead- quarters  at 
Keneh,  on  the  26th  of  May,  1799,  passed  the  strait  of 
Birambar,  or  well  of  weUs,  on  the  edge  of  the  desert, 
where  they  took  their  supply  of  water,  and  arrived  at 
Cosseir  on  the  fifth  day. 

The  defenceless  town  and  barren  suburbs  ware  in- 
atantly  surrendered;  and  the  French,  after  holding 
possession  two  days,  and  erecting  the  tri-coloured  flag, 
returned  back  in  only  four  days  to  Keneh.  '*  To  this 
central  seat  of  our  conquests  in  Upper  £gypt/'  sayi 
Denon,  '^  we  found  a  number  of  merchants  of  all  na- 
tions resQrt,  pleased  with  our  new  government,  and 
soliciting  passports  for  their  safe  joi)rney  through  the 
desert.  By  this  intercourse  with  the  natives  of  diffe- 
rent countries,  remote  distances  seemed  to  be  contract- 
ed, and  when  we  began  to  reckon  the  days  required 
for  a  Journey,  and  the  necesspiry  meana  of  effecting  it^ 
the  space  to  be  passed  over  erased  to  be  immense;  we 
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ifo  6ooner  found  ourselves  actuallj  engaged,  than 
ihany  difficulties,  formidable  at  first,  insensibly  seemed 
tn  diminish,  and  at  length  totally  disappeared.  Tbd 
Red  Sea,  Gidda,  Mecca,  seemed  like  neighbouring 
places  to  the  town  where  we  were;  and  India  itself 
was  but  a  short  way  beyond  them!  In  the  opposite 
direetion  were  actually  no  more  than  three  days 
journey  from  us,  and  ceased  tp  appear  to  our  imagi-^ 
natioos  at  an  undiscovered  country.  From  Oasis  to 
Oasis,  by  easy  marches  of  one'or  two  days,  we  arrive 
at  Sennaar,  one  of  the  capitals  of  Nubia,  which  sepa* 
rates  Egypt  from  Abyssinia  and  Fur,  in  the  road  to 
Tombuctoo,  whose  inhabitants  are  still  the  chief  ob- 
ject, in  Africa,  of  European  curiosity,  and  whose 
very  existence  was  a  short  time  ago  problematical. 
Many  Turkish,  Meccan,  and  Moorish  merchants 
came  to  exchange  their  coiFee  and  Indian  cotton  for 
our  corn;  yet,  notwithstanding  this  quiet  submission 
of  the  superior  classes,  the  mass  of  the  nation,  from  an 
error  in  their  religion,  and  the  dread  of  the  beys,  were 
still  against  us." 

During  the  time  that  these  acquisitions  in  Upper 
Egypt  were  secured,  the  generaUin-chief,  Bonaparte, 
marched  with  his  division  of  the  main  army  into  Syria 
and  Palest ine^  where  he  defeated  the  mamelnkes  and 
Arabs  under  Ibrahim  Bey,  and  stormed  and  took  the 
city  of  JafFtf,  the  Joppa  of  the  Scriptures.  Owing  t6 
the  rocky  and  shelving  coast,  this  town  is  at  all  times 
secure  rrom  an  immediate  attack  by  sea;  and  being de- 
fendf;d  on  the  land  side  by  a  stone  wall,  provided  at 
certain  distances  with  alternate  square  and  round 
towers,  it  made  a  most  obstinate  resistance  to  the 
French  forces,  obliging  them  to  break  ground,  and  to 
erect  Ijatteries  against  'it  to  the  southwiiii*d;  and  se 
sooEJ  as  he  effected  a  breach,  the  forces  wider  Bona- 
parte stormed  and  carried  the  place  ^.  Hie  greater 
_^  part 

*  An^'Ac'takiDgcff  (Mi  place,  lieiiteDaDtHiCQ)o«il  Wilsaa,  la 
iii«  HisUiiy  -of  the  Britisli^EiperlMioii  to  Egy pt,  publiBheri  in  18Q2, 
.^Utcs^  tb^r,    '^  fipnaparte  baTing  carried  (he  (own  of  ^afia  by  as* 
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J)ftrt  of  the  garrigoo,  composied  of  <^iie  thousand  Turk^ 
sh  cannoneers^  and  two  tbousand  fi?e  hundred  Maot 
grabins,  or  Arnauts^  were  put  to  the  sword.  But  the 
threatening  ravages  of  the  ^lague^  the  sickness  of  his 
army,  and  the  want  of  many  necessaries,  deterred  tluit 
general  for.  the  present  from  pursuing  the  conquest  of 
l^alestine.  After  staying  forty  days' at  Jaffa>  Bona^ 
parte  returned  to  Cairo,  where  he  employed  himself 
in  arranging  the  details  of  (he  administration  of  Lower 
Egypt;  and  in  establishing  lazarettos,  to  oblige  every 
ship  that  came  from  infected  countries  to  perform 
quarantine.  He  also  commanded  work-shops  to  be 
constructed  at  Gigeh,  for  furnishing  different  mate*^ 
rials  for  the  army;  formed  an  administration  for  coitH 
ing  money;  and  published  tables  uf  the  relative  value 
of  French  and  Egyptian  currency. 

Thus  the  subjugation  of  Egypt  appeared  to  be 
complete,  though  a  dreadful  destiny  had  befallen  the 
fleet  which  conveyed  thither  the  successful  Bonaparte. 
On  the  1st  of  August,  the  British  admiral  NelsoOf 
who  had  received  the  command  of  a  considerable  fleel> 
appeared  off  the  mouth  off  the  Nile,  and  madedispo^ 
aitions  for  attacking  the  enemy.    The  French  fleets 

sanity  many  of  the  garrisoQ  were  put  to  the  sword ;  bat  the  greater 
part  flying  into  the  mosques,  and  imploring  mercy  from  their  pur« 
vuers,  were  granted  their  lires ;  and  let  it  be  well  remembered^ 
4hat  an  exasperated  army  in  the  moment  of  rerenge,  when  the 
laws  of  war  jastifiad  the  rage,  yet  heard  the  Toice  of  pity^  re* 
ceived  its  impressioni  and  proudly  refused  to  be  any  longer  the 
executioners  of  an  unresisting  enemy.  Three  days  afterward^ 
Bonaparte,  who  had  expressed  much  resentment  4t  (he  compas- 
sion manifested  by  his  troops,  and  determined  to  relierc  bfmself 
from  the  maintenance  and  careof  three  thousand  eight  bandred 

Srisoners,  ordered  them  to  be  marched  to  a  rising  grouml  near 
aiia,  where  a  division  of  French  infantry  was  formed  against  this 
defenceless  multitude.  Vollies  of  musquetry  and  grape  instantly 
played  against  them;  and  Bonaparte,  who 'had  been  regarding 
the  scene  through  a  telescope,  when  he  saw  the  ^moke  ascending^ 
oonld  not  restrain  his  joy,  but  broke  out  into  eaclamations  of 
approval,"  Itc.  Such  are  the  principal  outlines  of  lieuteoant-co« 
lonel  Wilson's  i^ccpynt  of  this  horrid  massacre;  but  as  no  other 
writer,  either  French  or  English,  take  notice  of  it  in  a  similar 
W^Yf  it  is  generally  dbregarded,  and  treated  as  a  calumny. 
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vbich  cotisisted  of  one  ship  of  one  bondred  and  twenty 
guDSi  three  of  eighty,  and  nine  of  seventj-four,  betidei 
others  of  smaller  size,  was  at  anchor  in  the  Bay  of 
Aboukir.  The  admiral  placed  them  as  near  the  shore 
as  possible,  in  a  strong  and  compact  Hoe  of  battle^ 
flanked  by  four  frigates  and  many  gun-boats,  and  pro* 
tected  in  the  van  by  a  battery.  The  English  fleet  eon^ 
aisted  of  thirteen  seventy-four  gun  ships,  and  a  fifty. 

Admiral  Nelson,  having  by  his  preparations  and 
signals  made  a  disposition  of  his  force  calculated  to 
aecure  and  improve  the  vtctoryi  approached  the  French 
^eet,  in  a  close  line  of  battk^  each  ship  sounding  aa 
alie  stood  in«  The  position  of  the  French  fleet  pre* 
sented  the  most  fcnrmidable  obstacles:  from  theif  st» 
tuatioDi  they  had  no  manoeuvres  to  perform ;  bat  their 
attention  was  confined  to  their  artillery,  in  the  judt^ 
cious  use  of  which  they  so  much  prided  themselves^ 
and  to  which  they  chiefly  ascribed  their  astonishing 
•accesses  by  land.  The  British  admiral,  who  saw  all 
the  advantages  the  enemy  possessed,  but  viewed  tbem 
.with  a  seaman's  eye,  knew  that  they  must  have  room 
to  swing  the  length  of  their  cables,  and  conse;quently 
that  there  would  be  apace  enough  for  his  ships  to  an- 
chor between  them  and  the  shore. 

The  Goliah,  commanded  by  captain  Foley,  led  the 
fleet  iiito  battle.  At  a  quarter  past  six  in  th€i  evening 
the  engagement  commenced;  captain  Foley  doubling 
their  line,  and  anchoring  alongside  of  the  second  ship 
in  the  van,  and  four  other  ships  following  his  course, 
took  their  stations  opposite  the  vessels  they  were  di- 
rected to  combat.  The  Vanguard,  distinguished  by 
the  flag  of  admiral  Nelson,  nest  entered  the  battle: 
ftware  that  it  was  impossible  for  tbe  rear  of  the  Frendi 
(being  to  leeward)  to  assist,  be  redoubled  his  eflorta 
to  conquer  one  part  before  be  attacked  the  rest;  and 
anch€Ked  without-side  of  tbe  enemy's  tine,  who  waa 
thus  completely  between  two  fires.  The  Vanguard 
soon  dismasted  the  Spartiate,  and  obliged  her  to  sur^ 
render;  and  the  Aquiloti  yielded  to  captain  Louis,'  in; 
tbe  Minotaur,      Tbe  Bellerophon,  commanded   by 
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captaia  I^arbj^  running  down  the  line^  dropped  an^ 
cbor  alongside  of  the  rOrieot  of  a  hundred  and  twen<^ 
ty  guns^  bearing  the  flag  of  the  French  commander- 
io*chieC  admiral  Brueys.      Captain  Pej^ton^  in  the 
Defence,  followed  close,  and  took  bis  station,  with 
^reat  judgement,  a-head  of  the  Minotaur;  be  en|2;aged 
the  Franklin  of  eighty  guns,  which  bore  the  flag  of 
contre-adroiral  Blanquet  Du  Chelard^  second  in  com* 
mand.     The  Majestic,  with  the  Alexander  and  Swift'^ 
Aure^  which  bad  been  prevented  assisting  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  battle  by  reconnoitring  Alexandria^ 
and  afterwards  being  obliged  to  alter  their  course  to 
avoid  the  sboal  on  which  the  Culloden  had  struck^ 
came  into  action  at  eight  o^clock,  when  darkness  had 
foe  some  time  envelloped  the  combatants.     The  last 
•hip  that  entered  the  conflict  was  the  Leander,  whose 
captain,  Thomson,  bad  lost  some  time  in  vain  endear 
▼ours  to  assist  the  Culloden.     In  the  van,  four  French 
dbips  had  already  struck  their  colours  to  the  British 
flag;  and  tt^e  battle  raged  chiefly  in  the  centre,  where 
the  Franklin,  TOrietit,  le  Tonnant,  and  THeureux^ 
were  making  every  exertion  to  recover  the  glory  lost 
by  their  comrades*     At  nine  o'clock  a  fire  was  ob» 
served  to  have  broken  out  in  the  cabin  of  TOrient; 
but  although    the    conflagration   soon  raged    with 
dreadful  fury,  the  French  admiral  sustained  the  ho^ 
Dour  of  bis  flag  with  heroic  firmness,  till  he  was  cot 
asunder  by  a  cannon-ball:   be  had  before  received 
three  desperate  wounds,  but  could  not  be  prevailed 
on. to  quit  bis  station  on  the  arm-chest.     His  captain^ 
Casca  Bianca/  fell  by  his  side.     Several  of  the  officers 
and  men,  seeing  the  impracticability  of  extinguishing 
the  fire,  which  had  now  extended  itself  along  the  up*^ 
per  decks  and  was  flaming  up  the  masts,  jumped  over* 
board;    some  supporting  themselves   on  spars  and 
pieces  of  wrecks  others  swimming  with  all  their  might 
to  escape  the  dreaded  catastrophe.     Shot  flying  in  all 
directions  4|ashed  many  of  them  to  pieces;  others  were 
picked  up  by.  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  or  dragged  intd 
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tbe  lower  ports  of  the  aearest  ships:  the  British  sailori 
bumaoelj  stretched  forth  their  haodi  to  save  a  falleo 
enemy^  though  the  battle  at  that  momeot  raged  with 
iiDcontroUed  fury.  The  siluation  of  the  Alexander 
and  Swiftsure  was  extremely  periIou9^  as  the  explosioo 
of  such  a  ship  as  TOrient  might  intolve  ail  around  in 
destruction.  Captain  Halloweil  of  the  Swiftsure,  be* 
ing  to  windward  of  the  burning  ship,  would  not 
remove;  but  captain  Ball's  ship  having  been  twice  set 
on  fire  by  the  flames  of  TOrieot^  ht  was  obliged  to 
take  a  more  distant  station. 

Admiral  Nelson,  who  had  been  carried  off  severely 
Grounded  on  the  he::d>  was  informed  of  tbe  situation  of 
the  rOrient,  and  hastened  on  deck,  directing  that 
every  exertion  n^iould  be  made  to  save  as  many  lives 
as  possible.  Boats' were  imnsediately  put  oot,  and 
nbove  seventy  Frenchmen  rescued. 

At  half-past  nine  the  fire  communicated  to  the  ma* 
^zine>  and  I'Orient  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  ex* 
plosion.  A  tremulous  motion  was  felt  to  the  very 
bottom  of  each  ship,  similar  to  that  of  an  earthquake; 
Und  fragments  hurled  to  a  vast  height  into  the  air  de- 
scended in  about  three  minutes  into  the  water^  and  od 
the  decks  and  rigging  of  the  surrounding  ships.  For- 
tunately, however,  no  material  damage  occurred.  An 
jRwful  silence  reigned  for  several  minutes,  as  if  the  con* 
tending  squadrons*  struck  with  horror,  had  forgotten 
their  hostile  rage  in  pity  for  the  sufferers.  But  ven- 
geaoce  soon  roused  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  French; 
the  -engagement  was  renewed,  and  continued  till  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  firing  ceased 
entirely^  both  squadrons  being  equally  exhausted  with 
fatigue.  At  four,  just  as  the  day  began  to  dawn,  the 
conflict  was  revived ;  in  the  course  of  which  TArte- 
mise  frigate  fired  a  broadside  at  the  Theseus,  and 
then  struck  her  colours;  but  just  as  a  boat  sent  to 
take  possession  had  come  within  a  short  distance,  she 
burst  into  a  flame^  and  soon  afterwards  blew  up.  This 
event  arose  from  the  treachery  of  £itaodlet»  who 
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comtnanded ;  and  v^ho,  having  set  his  Tessel  on  fire 
after  his  surrender^  escaped  to  the  «hore»  with  most  of 
his  crew. 

Separate  engagements  between  diflferent  ships  were 
maintained  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day;  about 
noon,  rear-adnoiral  Yille  Neuve^  in  the  Guillaume 
Tell  of  eighty  guns,  the  Genereu'z  of  seventy-four 
guns,  and  la  Justice  and  Diane  frigates,  got  uod^ 
weigh,  and  made  their  esbape. 

On  the  ensuing  morning,  (Aug.  3,)  the  only  Frencfi^^ 
ships  remaining  in  the  bay,  not  captured  or  destroyed, 
were  the  Timoleon  and  Tonnant.  ^  The  former  being 
aground  near  the  coast,  the  captain  (Trullet)  witk 
fais  crew  escaped  in  boats  after  setting  her  on  fire,  and 
in  a  short  time  she  blew  up.  The  Tonnant  submitted 
to  the  Theseus,  Leander,  and  SwiAsure,  which  co«r 
pleted  the  conquest  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  bay  of 
Aboukir,  and  the  British  flag  rode  triumphant  on  the 
Egyptian  s^as. 

The  French  distinctly  beheld  from  the  heights  of 
Rosetta  the  progress  of  this  astonishing,  and  to  them  . 
aiilictive,  engagement:  their  hopes  vanished  with  the 
chance  of  victory;  and  they  now  considered  them-* 
selves  for  ever  lost  to  their  country,  and  cooped  up  in 
a  strange  and  detested  land,  to  struggle  for  existence, 
and  letigthen  life  only  to  protract  their  despair  and 
horror*. 

Bonaparte  being  now  left  to  the  resources  of  his 
own  invention,  continued' his  civil  and  military  opera- 
tions with' wonderful  activity.  At  Belbeis  and  Sala- 
bieh  forts  and  redoubts  were  constructed,  which  might 

resist  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  the  side  of  Syria; 

%  _,    ,_  .11..- 

*  The  difference  of  force  of  (he  French  and  English  fl^is  waf , 
Eogl^h^  one  thousand  and  twenty-eight  guns,  and  eight  thousand 
and  sixty-five  iheo ;  French,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  stx« 
teen  guns,  and  fen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten  men.  Sir 
Edward  Berry  being  ordered  home  with  dispatches  in  the  Ijeander 
of  ^(ty  guns,  encoaotered,  near  Goza,  Le  G^ereux  of  seTenty.* 
four,  which  ha4  escaped  from  ^the  battle,  and,  after  maintaining 
an  obstinate,  though  unequal,  contest  for  six  hours,  was  obliged 
to  strike. — See  Adolphus*s  Uistory  ofFrance^  toL  ii,  p.  420* 
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and  plans  were  projected  for  the  better  defence  of 
Aieiaodria  and  the  city  of  Cairo.  A  national  instil 
tute  was  established^  some  of  whose  objects  were  the 
purification  of  sah-petre;  tlie  construction  of  wind 
and  water-mills,  which  served  for  the  purpose  of 
falsing  the  water  into  cisterns,  on  account  of  its  ac* 
quiring  a  brackish  taste  by  lying  on  the  ground/  and 
also  for  the  grinding  of  corn;  the  composition  of 
bread ;  and  a  preparation  of  fermented  liquors,  as  a 
tttbstiiute  for  wine;  besides  natural  history,  arts,  an- 
tiquities, and  other  researches  of  science  and  litera* 
ture.  The  sheikhs  of  difierent  provinces  were  also 
convened,  who  discussed  with  calmness  and  dignity 
certain  topics  of  jurisprudence  and  political  seconomy. 
As  the  festival  of  the  anniversary  of  the  French  repub- 
lic happened  at  this  period,  these  Egyptian  sages 
joined  in  the  celebration^  which  took  place  at  Cairo 
with  great  solemnity,  notwithstanding  the  destruction 
of  their  fleet.  By  such  courteous  manners  Bonaparte 
endeavoured  to  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  native 
Egyptians,  which  a  continuance  of  victories  over  the 
beys  and  mamelukes,  their  oppressors^  bad  seemed 
greatly  to  establish  and  confirm,  v^ 

It  was,  however,  rumoured  at  CairOj  that  the  grand 
Mgnior,  Selim  III.  had  dispatched  a  numerous  army 
against  the  French  invaders  of  Egypt  An  insurrec^ 
ttoo  broke  oiit,  in  the  first  commotions  of  which  gene- 
lat  Dupuis,  the  commandant  of  the  city,  and  several 
soldiers,  were  massacred.  The  house  of  general  Caf- 
farelli  was  besieged  by  the  inhabitants,  and  taken,  and 
all  that  bad  defended  it  were  put  to  death.  But  tbo 
French  recovering  from  their  surprixe,  made  a  strong 
and  speedy  resistance:  their  cannon  was  pointed  in 
every  direction;  and  the  Turks  and  Arabs,  who  com- 
posed the  mass  of  the  revolt,  were  soon  put  to  flight 
and  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in  their  mosques  and 
temples.  These  tbey  considered  as  safe  and  inviolable 
asylums,  because  the  French  had  never  presumed  to 
enter  them,  from  a  regard  to  the  religious  usages  and . 
opinions  of  the  people^  to  which  the  commander-ia- 
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.  ctiief  bad  affected  to  be  a  convertj  as  bis  proclaroationa 
evince^  Bonaparte  tfumndODed  the  insurgents  to  de^ 
liver  up  their  principals  in  tbe  revolt;  but  the  Turks 
refusing^  the  mosques  vrere  forced,  and  everj  soul  was 
put  to  death. 

The  revolt  just  mentioned  tended  to  confirm  tbci 
power  and  influence  of  Bonaparte.  The  native 
Egyptians  were  not  concerned  in  the,  insurrection; 
and  the  Greeks,  who  had  hitherto  remained  neuter, 
joined  the  French.  This  was  deemed  by  tbe  general 
a  favdui'able  opportunit)^  for  publishing  thedeclara* 
tton  of  war  made  against  him  by  the  Ottoman  Porte ; 
and,  having  secured  the  continuance  of  internal  tran^ 
quillitj,  he  prepared  for  extending  his  conquests;  or, 
to  use  his  own  language,  ''  for  the  further  deliver- 
ance and  regeneration  of  the  eastern  world/' 

But  England  could  not  endure  the  establishment  of 
a  French  colony  in  Egypt,  so  near  and  hostile  to  her 
Cast  India  territories,  and  had  therefore  combined 
with  Selim  III.  emperor  of  the  Turks,  in  a  plan  of 
general  attack,  which  was  intended  to  expel  tbe  French 
frodi  their  conquests.  The  preparations  were  made 
in  Syria,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  the  pachit 
I>jezsiar>  who  was  to  traverse  Asia  Minor,  and  to  at- 
tack Egypt  with  a  powerful  army.  At  the  same  time 
a  strong  diversion  was  to  be  made  towards  the  mouths 
of  the  Nile,  and  by  the  troops  of  Mourad  Bey  in  Up* 
per  Egypt,  united  to  the  other  hostile  parties.  Whilst 
Sonaparte  was  distantly  employed  with  the  member^ 
of  tbe  institute  in  making  surveys  of  the  canal  of  Suez^ 
of  which  vestiges  were  found  still  remaining,  he  waS' 
informed  of  the  preparations  and  movenoents  of  Djez-' 
zar»  whom  the  grand  signior  had  now  appoinecj  pacha 
of  Egypt.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to  march  int<> 
Syria,  with  an  army  of  thirteen  thousand  meoy  and  t6 
attack  the  enemy  before  they  should  have  time  Jo 
commence  offensive  operations.  During  this  absence 
of  Bonaparte,  general  Dugua  was  charged  with  the 
cofnoiapd  of  Cairo;  general  Menou  was  stationed  at 
Bosetia;  and  general  Almeyras  at  Damittta,  tv^  fbr-^ 
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iifications  of  which  he  had  orders  to  repair.  General 
Maroioot  wa»  eotriMted  with  the  coannaiid  of  Alex* 
ftodria^  which  becatne  daily  of  mott  itDportaoee,  and 
Vas  threatened  both  by  the  Engiish  and  the  pl^oe* 
Creneral  Desatx  still  continued  with  his  detachment  of 
troops  in  Upper  Bgypt^  endeavouring^  by  redoublal 
difigeneeand  activity,  to  keep  in  awe  the  maraeluket, 
«od  to  prevent  Mourad  Bey  from  taking  advantage  of 
ihe  expedition  into  Syria. 

'  Part  of  the  French  army  crossed  the  river  which 
Tuns  within  fifteen  hundred  yards  of  the  walls  of  Acre» 
Hluring  the  night,  on  the  17th  of  Marfeh,  1799  A 
bridge  beio^  erects  early  next  morning,  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  passed  over,  and  ascending  the  heigfate 
"which  command  tlie  plate,  beheld  the  town  prepared 
.forasi^e,  and,  to  their  no  small  chagrin  and  asto- 
nishment, discerned  the  English  colours  flying  in  the 
harbour  of  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  a  town  greatly  celebrated 
during  the  time  of  the  crusades,  and  which  at  this 
moment  contained  within  its  walls  two  singular  men, 
^ho,  with  the  romantic  heroism  of  the  days  of  chi* 
Talry,  united  all  the  knowledge  appertaining  to  the 
modern  art  of  war;  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  after  at* 
taioing  the  rank  of  post-captaio  in  the  British  navy^ 
had  offered  his  services  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  and 
conducted  himself  with  such  bravery  during  an  actioti 
witli  the  Russian  fleet,  that  the  cross  of  the  order  of 
ihe  Sword  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Gustavus  IIL 
^he  war  with  France  soon  after  afforded  new  oppor« 
iunities  of  distinguishing  himself,  and  it  was  to  hia 
care  that  lord  Hood  had  entrusted  the  destructioti  of 
the  fleet  in  the  port  of  Totilon.  Beconae  a  prisoner 
to  the  French,  in  consequence  of  an  exertion  of  per«* 
sonal  bravery,  he  was  immured  within  the  walls  of  the 
Temple,  whence  he  made  his  escape,  and  returned  t^ 
'England.  Soon  after  he  was  appointed  to  the  coqei- 
raand  of  a  small  squadron,  and  the  commodore  re* 
paired  to  Constantinople,  formed  a  treaty  of  attiance 
-with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  in  coi^unetioii  with  faia 
brother,  then  ambassador  there;  and  after  procoring 
the  HberatioB  of  a  number  of  JSoglisfa  prieoaers,  re^ 
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paired  to  Egypt.  While  a  Turkish  army  was  pre- 
paring to  sail  for  the  east^  he  endeavoured  to  defer 
the  expedition  to  Syria  by  bombarding  Alexandria; 
and  when  be  found  that  the  army  was  preparing  to 
cross  the  desert^  Phellippeaux  was  sent  to  the  assis* 
taoee  of  the  intimidated  pacha.  This  oflScer^  bred  in 
the  same  academy  with  Bonaparte^  and  the  companion 
of  bis  studies  and  his  amusemeotsj  had  taken  a  differ* 
eot  side  in  politics.  Attached  to  the  monarchy  from 
principle,  he  had  migrated  on  the  annihilation  of  the 
throne,  and  appeared  in  arms  in  favour  of  bis  prince^ 
but  against  his  country. 

The  commodore,  who  had  arrived  but  two  days 
before  the  French,  on  perceiving  the  works  in  such  a 
formidable  state  of  defence,  contributed,  with  Phel* 
lippeaux,  to  soothe  and  encourage  the  pacha,  who* 
perceiving  the  enemy  victorious  in  every  part,  had 
determined  to  abandon  his  palace,  and  carry  his  womea 
and  treasure  to  a  place  of  safety.  But  no  sooner  did 
Djezzar  perceive  that  he  was  so  ably  supported,  than 
he  determined  to  stand  a  siege,  and  participate  in  the 
glory  of  stopping  the  career  of  the  conqueror.  Neither 
was  be  in  tbe  least  mistaken  either  in  respect  to  the 
industry  or  the  talents  of  bis  new  allies;  for,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  day,  the  English  squadron  disco* 
vered,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount  Carmel,  a  cor* 
vette  and  nine  sail  of  gun-boats  laden  with  ajrtillery 
and  ammunition,  intended  to  assist  in  the  reduction  oi 
Acre.  Seven  vessels  belonging  to  this  flotilla, coo* 
tained  all  the  battering  train,  but  they  were  captured. 
This  incident  contributed  greatly  to  save  the  city,  as 
well  as  to  harrass  tbe  French ;  for  the  prizes,  being 
manned  with  British  sailors,  were  anchored  near  to 
the  town,  and  employed  in  impeding  the  enemy's  ap« 
preaches,  while  the  cannon  were  placed  on  the  ram* 
parts,  so  as  to  annoy  the  army  they  were  intended  to 
assist. 

The  French  in  the  mean  time  had  encamped  before 
Acre,  and  generals  Dommartin  and  Caffardili,  after 
reconnoitnng  tbe  works,  were  of  opiniopj  that  the 
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front  of  the  salient  angle  on  the  east  side  was  thepro^ 
per  point  of  attack.     But  it  soon  became  evidentj  oot^ 
i^itbstanding  the  acknowledged  talents  of  Bonaparte* 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  the  number  of  able  engi** 
neers  in  the  army,  that  but  little  pains  had  been  taketi 
to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  works;  for,  in  rushing  ^ 
forward^  it  was  discovered^  that  a  ditch  of  fifteen  feet 
wide  was  to  be  passed,  while  the  counterscarp  was 
almost  untouched,  and  the  breach*  which   was  not 
large^  had  been  effected  upwards  of  six  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  works.     A  body  of  grenadiers^  however, 
beaded  by  an  office^  belonging  to  the  staff,  descended 
into  the  ditch,  and  attempted  to  ascend ;  but  tbetr 
leader  being  shot,  and  it  being  discovered  that  the 
only  effect  produced  by  the  late  explosion  was  a  small 
opening  in  the  glacis,  nothing  could  be  atchieved. 
The  garrison  was  at  first  seized  with  terror,  and  manj 
of  the  besieged  fiew  towards  the  harbour ;  yet  it  was 
po  sooner  discovered  that  the  opening  in  the  wall  was 
several  feet  above  the  rubbish,  than  they  returnee)  to 
the  charge,  and  showered  down  stones,  grenades,  and 
eombustibles,  upon  the  assailants,  who  were  obliged 
to  retire,  after  losing  two  adjutants-general,  ^nd  a 
great  number  of  men.     This  event  encouraged  tbo 
troops  of  the  pacha,  insomuch  that  they  sallied  forth 
a  few  days  after,  April  5,  and  killed  several  of  the  be<» 
siegers,  among  whom  was  an  officer  of  rank.     C^z* 
car  also  dispersed  his  firmauns  among  the  Naplou- 
sians,  as  well  as  the  towns  in  the  Said;  and  sent 
presents  at  the  same  time  to  Damascus,  and  even  as 
far  as  Aleppo,  requesting  the  true  believers  (that  is, 
the  Mahommedans)  to  rise,  in  order  that  they  might 
overwhelm  the  infidels,  who  were  destitute  of  artiU 
lery. 

In  the  mean  time  the  British  squadron  was  forced 
by  the  equinoctial  gales  to  abandon  the  unsheltered 
anchorage  in  the  bay  of  Acre:  by  this  circumstance 
the  French  became  emboldened;  but  the  Turks  were 
dispirited  by  its  absence.  The  assailants  pushed  on 
Ibeir  approaches  to  the  ^ouuterscarp/  p«rt  of  vrbick 
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Aey  blew  up,  and  even  succeeded  io  making  a  lodge* 
ment  in  the  north-east  angle  of  the  town  wall^  whence 
ibey  proceeded  to  undermine  the  tower»  on  purpose 
to  enlarge  the  breach.  Notwithstanding,  colonel 
Phellippeaux  bad  by  this  time  mounted  all  the  prize- 

funs,  and  the  besiegers  were  forced  to  slacken  their 
re;  yet,  on  the  return  of  the  squadron,  it  was  deemed* 
iproper  to  make  another  sally  on  the  7tb,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  British  seamen  and  marine*  were  ia 
force  their  way  into  the  mine,  while  the  Turks  at- 
tacked the  trenches  to  the  right  and  left  But.al* 
though  the  noise  of  the  latter  hindered  the  possibility 
of  surprize,  an  English  officer,  who  was  dreadfully 
wounded  upon  this  occasion,  entered  the  aperture  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  pikemen;  after  which  the  re- 
treat was  effected  without  much  loss,  in  consequence 
of  the  fire  from  the  Theseus;  while  the  MussulmaunSj 
agreeably  to  the  usual  barbarity  of  their  practice,  were 
more  active  in  collecting  heads,  than  in  endeavouring 
to  annoy  their  opponents. 

It  was  not,  however,  with  Acre  only  that  Bona- 
parte had  to  contend,  for  all  the  neighbouring  dis- 
tricts were  now  in  arms;  and  the  Samaritan  troops 
pushed  their  audacity  so  far,  as  to  make  incursions 
even  into  his  camp.  Hereupon  he  was  obliged  to  dis- 
patch, first  the  general  of  brigade  Junot,  and  then 
Kleber,  against  the  enemy,  whom  he  was  determined 
to  drive  across  the  river  Jordan.  Accordingly  he 
reinforced  the  former  detachment  by  means  of  a  thou- 
sand infantry  and  a  reeiment  of  cavalry  under  Murat, 
and  soon  after  set  out  himself  to  assume  the  command. 
Having  repaired  through  Pouli,  along  the  passes  of 
the  mountains,  he  at  length  (April  16)  perceived 
Kleber's  division,  consisting  of  two  thousand  French^ 
men,  fighting  with,  and  nearly  encircled  by,  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  horse.  Bonaparte  now  formed 
his  infantry  and  cavalry  into  three  squares,  with  a 
design  to  annoy  the  assailants,  cut  off  their  retreat  to- 
wards Jenny,  where  their  magazines  were  established^ 
)io4  4iW  them  before  him  in  the  direction  of  the 
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river,  on  the  banks  of  \vbich  they  would  be  over* 
,  whelaied  by  Murat.     He  accordingly  detached  the 
adjutant^general  Leturq  with  the  cavalry  and  two 
pieces  4f  cannon  against  the  mameluke  camp,  which 
be  descried  at  some  dislaoce,  while  general  Rampon 
was  ordered  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  general 
Vial  to  intercept  them  }n  their  flight.     No  sooner  did 
general  Kleber  receive  intimation,  by  the  discharge  of 
a  twelve^  pounder,  that  he  was  about  to  be  succoured^ 
than  he  immediately  attacked  and  carried  the  village 
of  Fouli  with  the  bayonet;  after  which  he  charged 
the  cavalry,  which  had  already  been  thrown  into  cou« 
fusion  by  Rampon,  and  obliged  them,   after  expe* 
rienf ing  much  loss,  to  retire  behind  Mount  Tabor. 
While  Bonaparte  was  burning  the  Naplousian  vil* 
lages,  and  destroying  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  had 
appeared  in  arms  against  him,  general  Murat  chased 
the  Turks  from  Jacob's  Bridge^  and  surprized  the  son 
of  the  governor  of  Damascus;  Leturq  at  the  same 
time  seized  the  cainp  of  the  mamelukes,  and  brought 
away  five  hundred  catnels,  with  all  their  provisions; 
so  that  the  barbarians,  unacquainted  with  the  nature 
of  combined  movements^  were  astonished  to  find  them* 
selves  beaten  at  the  same  moment  along  a  line  of 
twenty-seven  miles  by  an  inferior  body  of  the  French* 
On  Bonaparte's  return  to  the  army  before  Acre,  he 
pushed  on  the  siege,  and  at  length  beheld  the  com- 
pletion of  the  mine  destined  to  destroy  the  tower« 
which  had  so  long  withstood  all  his  efforts;  but,  on 
setting  fire  to  it,  the  operation  was  found  to  be  incooH 
plete.     Although  one  of  the  angles  of  the  wall  waa 
Cf^rried  away^  the  breach  proved  to  be  as  impractical 
ble  as  before ;  notwithstanding  the  repeated  efforts  of 
the  besiegers,  a  lodgement  could  not  be  effected,  and 
some  of  their  best  officers  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed upon  this  occasion.     The  garrison,  invigorated  by 
the  presence  of  the  English,  and  defended  by  the  skill 
of  Phelltppeaux,   who  unfortunately  perished  soon 
after,  had  by  this  time  erected  cavaliers;  and  con- 
atructed  two  places  of  arms«  together  vrith  batteries» 
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SO  contrived  as  io  flank  the  tower^  aod  produce  all  the 
advantages  arising  from  a  ccoss-fire;  a  counter-attack 
v^as  also  attempted  under  ground,  on  purpose  to  drive 
the  besiegers  from  their  galleries.  At  length,  rear-ad- 
miral Peree  having  reached  Jaffa,  disembarked  nine 
pieces  of  artillery,  consisting  of  twenty-four  and 
eighteen  pounders;  these  having  been  mounted,  vrere 
immediately  employed  to  batter  in  J)reach,  after  vi^hich 
a  fourth  attempt  was  made  to  enter  by  assault;  but  by 
this  time  the  Theseus  was  moored  on  one  side  and  the 
Tigre  on  the  other,  so  as  to  flank  the  town  walls^ 
vvhile  two  advanced  ravelins,  occupied  by  th'ir  ma* 
fines,  precluded  the  advance  of  the  assailants,  by  pour-* 
ing  io  auch  a  tremendous  fire  as  to  render  their  des-* 
perate  valour  of  no  service.  \^ 

Bonaparte  now  gave  orders  to  chanffe  the  plan  of 
operations,  and  effect  a  new  breach  in  the  eastern  cur- 
Cain,  by  means  of  a  sap  and  a  mine,  which  was  to  blow 
up  the  counterscarp;  the  enemy  not  only  disco- 
vered his  intentions,  but,  by  making  approaches  under 
ground,  entered  the  gallery,  destroyed  the  frame- work^ 
and  counteracted  all  the  operations.  It  therefore  be- 
came neceMary  to  direct  the  attack  once  more  against 
4be  tower,  and  a  fresh  attempt  to  effect  a  lodgement  ill 
the  glacis  proved  as  ineffectual  as  it  bad  done  before. 
Even  their  gunpowder  began  to  fail,  and  the  troops, 
hitherto  victorious  began  to  lose  their  confidence.  In 
the  midst  of  these  disasters,  about  forty  sail  of  Turkish 
vessels  from  Rhodes  and  the  neighbouring  islands, 
Qsder  the  command  of  Hassan  Bey,  made  their  ap^ 
pearancOj  with  a  supply  of  provisions,  ammuaitiod^ 
and  a  reinforcement  of  soldiers.  Knowing  that  the 
landing  of  fresh  troops  would  be  productive  of  great 
disadvantages  to  the  besiegers,  the  French  general  de- 
termined to  anticipate  that  event  by  a  new  and  stitl 
more  desperate  attempt  to  storm  the  place.  The-ne^ 
cessary  orders  were  accordingly  given,  and  at  tea 
o^clock  at  night  the  two  places  of  arms  and  the  ap- 
proach to  the  glacis  were  carried,  and  a  lodgement 
completelj  effected.     The  generals  Bon^  Vial,  and 

Rampoa, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S44         MEMOIRS  OP  BONAFARTE  AN0  fllSTOKIT  Of 

RampoDy  advanced  apoo  this  occasion  at  the  bead  of 
Ihetrdemi- brigades;  and  sog^reatwag  the  slaughter, 
<hat  the  dead  served  as  a  cover  to  the  living.  A  sup- 
ply of  gunpowder  having  arrived  at  the  same  time 
from  Ghazab,  the  tower  and  curtain  were  battered 
again;  and  the  latter  having  fallen,  Bonaparte  re- 
paired thither  and  ordered  an  assault:  on  which  the 
feneral  of  brigade  Rambaud,  supported  by  general 
iasnes>  rushed  forward  with  the  grenadiers,  two  hun- 
dred of  whom  actually  entered  the  town  through  the 
breach*  But  their  progress  was  soon  arrested  by  the 
fire  from  the  houses,  the  barricadoes,  and  the  palace 
of  DJezzar ;  the  sabre  and  poinard  of  the  Turks  were 
also  employed  with  effect;  and  such  incessant  dia* 
charges  were  poured  in  upon  them  in  fronts  flank,  and 
Tear,  that  they  were  obliged  not  only  to  abandon  two- 
pieces  of  cannon  and  a  couple  of  mortars  which  they 
bad  seized,  but  to  withdraw  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
conduct  of  the  English  upon  this  occasicm  fully  enti* 
tied  them  to'  the  gratitude  of  (heir  allies*  While 
.Djezzar  was  sitting  in  a  conspicuous  place,  surrounded 
by  the  mutilated  members  of  the  assailants,  and  by 
turns  rewarding  such  as  brought  him  heads  and  dia- 
trtbuting  musquet-cartridges,  they  were  busily  em^ 
ployed  in  preserving  bis  residence  and  himself  from 
destruction.  One  petty  officer  did  great  eiecuitoa 
tritb  an  eighteen^pounder,  mounted  in  the  light*  house 
castle;  another  superintended  a  twenty^ four  poundej^ 
placed  on  the  north  ravelin;  and  both,  by  reiterated 
discharges  of  grape,  swept  away  the  bead  of  the  a^ 
tacking  column,  which,  like  that  of  the  hydra,  wa» 
renewed  only  to  be  cut  off  again.  In  the  oiean  time 
the  centre  was  assailed  by  two  sizty-eight  pound  car- 
fonadea,  mounted  in  two  germes  near  the  mole,  whence 
ihells  were  thrown  with  such  precision,  as  to  annoy 
the  advancing  foe,  and  render  a  nearer  approach  fatal. 
Nor  was  this  all;  for  air  Sidney  Smith,  after  hastening 
Ibe  arrival  of  the  boats,  placed  himself  at  the  head  of - 
Hassan  Bey's  troqps,  and  rushed  on  with  tbem  to  the 
breach;  he  also  found  means  to  overcome  the  mMt 

stub- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XOB   WARS  FRO^  THS  FRBKCH  REVOLUTION.        345 

stubborn  maiKimg  of  oriental  jealoasy^.  and  actually 
obtaioed  permission  to  introduce  the  Chifflik  regi- 
ment; diflciplined  under  sultan  Selim'^  own  eje,  into 
ibe  garden  of  the  seraglio^  whence  they  sallied  oi|A 
and  took  the  assailants  in  flank. 

Bonaparte^  burning  with  rage  and  shamej  had  now 
placed  himself  on  ao'emioeoce^  called  Richard  Coeur 
de  Lion's  Mounts  where  he  was  seen,  surrounded  by 
his  generals^  to  whom  he  appeared  to  indicate  by  his 
gesticulations  the  necessity  of  renewing  the  attack. 
Accordingly,  a  little  before  sun-set,  a  massive  colump 
was  descried  descending  tfi  the  breach,  which  was 
liow  wide  enough  to  admit  fifty  men  abreast.  Op 
this  occasipB  a  stratagem  of  war,  adopted  at  the  in«- 
8tance.of  the  pacha,  was  eminently  successful ;  for  |i 
certain  Qiimber  of  the  French  forces  having  been  al<- 
Jowed  to  approach,  fbey  were  immediately  attacked 
on  their  entering  Djezxar's  garden;  and  on  this  occa- 
sion the  sword  and  dagger  of  the  besieged  appears  to 
Jilive  proved  more  than  a  match  for  the  screwed  bayo* 
net  of  the  assailant^.  It.  was  in  vain  that  general 
X»asnes  atteovpted  to  rally  the  fugitives,  for  he  himself 
•was  wounded  by  a  musquet-shot  near  the  wall;  while 
Rambaud  perished  in  the  city,  of,  which  he  vainly 
imagined  that  be  had  obtained  possession.  A  few 
.days  after  tbjs,  with  a^  zeal  expressive. of  temerity 
lather  than  of  true  courage^  the  French  commander 
ordered  another  assault  to  be  given;  but  the  troops 
selected  fqt  ihp  occasion  refused  to  mount  the  fatal 
breach  over  the  putrid  bodies  of  their,  ur4>uricd  coun- 
trymen. On  hearing  this,  the  grenadiers  of  the  twea- 
'^y- first  demi-brigade  solicited  and  obtained  the  honour 
of  storming  the  place.  On  advancing  for  this  purpose 
it  was  discoven^d,  however^  that  the  enemy  bad  com- 
pleted three  lines- of  defence,  which  it  became  impose 
jsible  to  carry ;  so  that,  after  an  useless  massacre,  in 
^tbe.^course  of  which  general  Bon,  adjutant-general 
Fowler,  and  one  of  Bonaparte's  aides-de-camp,  wens 
filled,  and  severe)  officers  severely  wounded,  a  retreat 
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vas  beateoj  aod  the  discomfited  volunteers  returned  to 
the  camp. 

In  proportion  as  the  troops  relaxed  in  their  zeaU 
and  the  capture  of  Acre  became  dubious,,  chagrin  and 
despair  began  to  l>e  visible  in  the  face  and  actions  of 
Bonaparte,  who.  for  the  first  time  in  his  lifcj  beheld 
himself  foiled^  and  that  too  by  a  to^n  supposed 
scarcely  defensible  according  to  the  rules  of  art;  while 
the  surrounding  bills  were  crowded  by  a  multitude  of 
armed  spectators,  who  waited  the  result  of  the  contest 
that  they  mi^hft  declare  for  the  victor.  Nor  was  this 
all;  for  the  intelligence  received  from  Cairo  was  far 
from  being  consolatory.  Although  the  capital  and 
the  ptincipal  cities  had  remained  tranquil,  the  mame* 
lukes  began  to  give  uneasiness;  and  the  provinces  of 
Benisouef,  Cfaarkie,  and  Bahire,  bad  been  in  a  state 
of  insurrection.  A  wandering  Arabian  tribe,  from  the 
heart  of  Africa,  had  at  the  same  time  made  inroads 
into  Oizeh;  the  kiaya  of  Egypt,  although  elevated  by 
the  French  to  the  important  station  of  emir  hadjy,  or 
commander  of  the  caravan  to  Mecca^  had  declared 
against  them;  while,  to  complete  the  whole>  an  im^ 

Sostor,  who  declared  himself  to  be  the  angel  El 
fahdi,  announced  in  the  Koran^  had  collected  a 
number  of  followers,  and  carried  several  posts.  The 
plague  likewise  had  by  this  time  got  into  the  French 
camp,  ai^  seven  liundred  men  had  already  fallen  mar* 
jtyrs  to  that  terrible  malady.  In  shorty  an  immediate 
retreat  was  now  become  necessary;  and  Bonaparte^ 
after  having  besieged  Acre  during  sixty  days,  and 
tent  notice  to  Cairo  that  he  would  return  a  conqueror^ 
was  ^rjced  to  evacuate  his  lines  and  retire  on  the  dOth 
0f  May. 

The  Ijitter  hours  of  his  stay  were  dedicated  to  re» 
venge;  for,  not  content  as  formerly  to  direct  his  artil«- 
)ery  agaipst  the  fortifications,  he  gave  orders  to  de^^ 
itroy  an  aqueduct,  bombarded  all  the  principal  edifices 
in  the  city,  and  endeavoured  to  reduce  the  palace  of 
PJe]&zar  to  j»  }»eap  of  rujos^    3ut^  on  t)|a  other  hand, 
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Bonapartej  although  discomfited  and  overwhelmed 
with  ealamitiet,  never  appeared  greater  than  upoo 
thia  eritical  occasion.  He  began  by  publishing  a  pro^ 
clamatiOQ  to  bis  troops^  in  which  be  stated  the  ex« 

Eloits  performed  by  tbem  during  this  short  campaign* 
[aving  traversed  the  deserts  which  separate  Afric* 
from  Asia  with  greater  rapidity  than*  an  Arab  trtbe^ 
they  destroyed^  he  saidj  on  Mount  Tabor,  the  armr 
intended  for  the  invasion  of  Egypt;  while  the  Turkish 
squadron^  which  sailed  for  the  defence  of  the  capital 
of  Eyezzar,  had  been  intended  for  the  siege  of  Alex* 
andria.  "  After  having  carried  on  the  war  with  a 
.  handful  of  men  during  three  months  in  the  heart  of 
Syria,  taken  forty  cannon,  fifty  stand  of  colours^  made 
six  thousand  prisoners,  and  demolished  the  fortifica* 
tions  of  Ghazah,  Jaffa.  Caiffa,  and  Acre/'  adds  hct 
*'  we  are  about  to  return.  But  a  few  days  more^  and 
you  might  have  seized  the  pacha  in  the  midst  of  his 
palace;  however,  at  this  critical  seasoOi  the  capture 
of  Acre  is  not  worth  the  time  that  would  have  been 
qpent  before  it.'' 

'.  At.  length,  after  blowing  up  the  fortifications  of 
Jaffa  anf|  Ghazab^  and  inflicting  a  terrible  vengeance 
on  those  who  had  defended  their  country  against  bim^ 
the  French  passed  over  the  desert,  and,  instead  of  en« 
teriog  Cairo  like  a  vanquished  army,  were  received  as 
victors  by  the  inhabitants,  who,  ignorant  of  what  had 
lately  passed,  hatf  prepared  triumphal  arches  to  cele- 
brate their  return. 

In  the  mean  time,  deid  Mustapha  t'acha  assembled 
at  Rhodes  the  Ottoman  troops  destined  for  the  attack 
of  Alexandria;  European  officers  were  appointed  to 
direct  the  details  of  this  enterprtze;  and  the  combined 
English  and  Turkish  fleets  sailed  without  opposition 
for  the  coast  of  Egypt  The  movements  of  the  ma* 
melukes  and  Arabs  indicated  the  projects  of  the  allies^ 
end  the  approach  of  their  armament.  Bonaparte  had 
beeo«alled  to  the  assistance  of  general  Desaix  in  op* 
posing  Mourad  Rey  near  the  pyramids  of  Giteh, 
nhere  he  received  intelligence  from  Alexandria,  tbat 
8X2  aTurk- 
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n  Turkish  fleet  of  one  handred  sail  had  aritehored  in 
#he  road  of  Aboukir,  from  which  (be  Turks  had 
hrnded  th^ee  f ho'usaad  then,  with  artillery^  on  the 
fl(hore  of  the  peninsula^  and  carried  the  fort  by  storm. 
All  Ihe  generals  commanding  detachments  of  troops 
that  were  ih  motion,  ti^ere  now  ordered  to  march  to* 
wards  the  place  of  landing,  and  to  make  Ramanteh 
(fre  place  of  rendezvou^^  where  the  forces  sbortly  after 
rtict. 

*  The  Turks  having  attacked  the  French  garrison^ 
md  obtained  possession  of  Fort  Aboukir,  began  to  en- 
trench themselves  and  to  form  magazines.  Their 
ibrce,  which  daily  increased>  was  estimated  at  ten 
thousand  men/ and  they  appeared  to  be  waiting  for 
greater  reinforcements,  and  for  the  junction  of  Mou« 
rad  Bey,  with  a  view  to  invest  Alexandria-.  Bona- 
parte, perceiving  that  tHe  enemy  intended  to  fortify 
and  maintain  themselves  in  the  peninsula,  determined 
inimedrately  to  attack  them ;  and  having  marched  his 
troops  to  the  wells  between  Alexandria  and  Aboakir> 
|ind  received  information  respecting  the  position  of  the 
t'ti'-ks,  he  formed  his  plan  of  engagement.  Mus- 
(apha  Pacha  defended  the  entrance  of  the  peninsula 
by  two  lines  of  troops,  and  by  Mtrenchments^  which 
^eVe  still  imperfect.  The  centre  of  his  forces  occu- 
pied the  rcfdoubt,  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
French  at  the  time  of  landing,  and  sifice  converted 
into  an  entrenchment.  The  attack  of  Bonaparte  was 
desperate  and  dreadful.  By  a  skilful  manoeuvre^  two 
thousand  Turks  were  dislodged  and  surrounded,  and 
perished  by  the  fire  of  the  French,  or  were  drowned. 
After  suffering  various  repulses,  the  French,  sei^inr 
.the  moment  when  the  Turkish  forces  salKed  from 
their  entrenchments,  attacked  the  redoubt  and  carried 
it.  In  vain  did  Mustapha  Pacha  endeavour  tb  rally 
his  troops,  which  were  now  forced  on  every  point. 
The  Turks  fled  on  all  sides,  and  threw  themselves  inte 
the  sea;  the  greater  part  could  not  reach  the  vessels, 
which  were  moored  too  far  off,  and  they  perished  ib 
the  waves ;  the  remainder  of  the  army^  with  Mu^ 
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taf^hft  Pacha,  was  surrounded  and  made  prisenert, 
with  the  exception  only  of  a  few  buodred  men.  The 
fort  of  Aboukir,  after  a  bombardinent  of  eight  days, 
again  surrendered  to  the  French ;  and  the  son  of  the 
pacha  and  two  thousand  men  threw  down  their  arms^ 
and  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  This  victory  over 
the  Turks  was  attended  with  Considerable  loss  to  the 
French^  who  had  a  ^reat  number  killed  and  woundedy 
as  well  as  the  Turks.  After  this  sanguiaary  iMittle, 
Egypt  for  k  moment  became  tranquil;  the  fortaand 
the  batteries  on  the  coast  were  well  armed  and  provi*^'^ 
atoned^  and  the  mameiukes  and  beys  were  in  aa  ob«< 
¥ious  consternation.  Bonaparte^  weighing  well  this 
momentary  ad  vantage^  but  foreseeing  the  speedy  sub- 
version of  his  plan^  left  a  letter,  containing  the  nomi- 
nation of  general  Kleber  to  the  chief  command  in 
Lower,  and  of  Desaii^  to  that  of  Upper  Egypt,  and 
secretly  sailed  for  France.  In  the  direction  given, 
however,  to  general  Kleber,  he  was  instructed  to  ne- 
gociate  with  the  Ottoman  oourt>  which  Bonapaite^ 
had  himself  commenced. 

'  At  length,  after  various  conferences  between  general  ^ 
Kleber  and  sir  Sidney  Smith,  at  the  desireof  the  grand 
aeignor,  it  was  agreed  that  the  French  army  should 
embark  with  their  ships,  arms,  baggage,  and  effects^ 
and  be  transported  to  Franoe,  as  well  in  its  own  ves^ 
sels,  as  in  others  to  be  furnished  by  the  Porte.  Thia 
treaty  was  signed  at  El-Arish.'  But  the  court  of  Lon- 
don, after  the  decisive  advantages  it  had  gained,  and' 
the  fresh  levies  it  had  sent  outunder  thecomtnand'ol 
sirRaJph  Abercrombie  and  admiral  I'(/rd  Keith,  consist'* 
ingof  a  well-appointed  array  of  thirteen  thousand  threa 
hundred  and  thirty  effective  men^  with  a  fletet4o  cover 
its  operations^  could  not,  in  complimentto  the  Ottomaff 
Porte^  suffer  the  French '^hips^nd  vessels  to  be  gi-ven 
np,  nor  other  requisitions  submitted  to,  which,  under- 
such  circumstances,  it  was  unreasohable  for  a  capitu- 
lating army  to  expect.  These'resoUittons  of  the  Bri- 
tish commanders  being  forwarded  by  lord  iCeith  from 
dn  board  the  Foudroyadt  to  sir  Sidqey  Smith,  were 
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ioiniediateljF  coattnunicated  to  general  Kleber;  wbo^ 
fteling  indignant  at  tbia  uneipected  turn  of  affatn^ 
teeolved  to  fight  to  tbe  very  Ust,  for  which  he  pra* 
|»red  hi»  troops  bjf  reading  to  them  the  new  proposi- 
tiona  of  lord  Keiths  and  animadverting  on  the  dupli- 
city of  the  Turks,  who  were  collected  in  great  force 
war  Heliopolist  for  the  purpose  of  laying  siejge  to 
Cairo*  Tbe  French  army  partook  of  the  iodigoatioo 
of  their  general ;  and»  without  more  delay,  hastened 
to.  attack,  the  grand  vizier,  whoi  expecting:  peace^  waa 
totally  unprepared  for  such  an  assault.  Both  armies, 
however,  being  drawn  out  in  order  of  battle,  a  furioua 
and  dreadful  engagement  took  place;  in  which  tbo 
Turks^  after  long  resistance,  w^re  ultimately  thrown 
into  disorder,  and  their  whole  army,  consisting  of 
forty  thousand  men,  as  stated  by  the  French  general 
Regnier,  betook  themselves  to  flight  in  ail  directions; 
their  camp  was  abandoned,  and  die  rout  became  ge- 
aeraL  The  Turks  had  eight  thousand  men  killed  or 
wounded,  whilst  th^  loss  of  tbe  French  waa  compara* 
lively  trifling.  After  the  battle,  as  tbe  French  were 
carelessly  retonf  ing  into  Cairo,  elated  with  the  laurels 
they  had  just  acquired,  Ibrahim  Bey,  at  the  bead  of 
three  thousand  chosen  mamekikes,  fell  uneipectedlj 
on  their  rear, -and  penetrated  into  the  very  heart  of 
tbe  city,  making  great  slaughter  among  the  French^ 
and  expecting  to  be  joined  by  the  disafleded  inhabit 
tants.  Here  be  maintained  a  long  and  desperate  coo- 
teat  with  tbe  victorious  Kleber';  but  ki  length,  over- 
powered with  numbers,  he  retreated,  and  rejoined  the 
discomfited  troops  of  the  grand  vizier.     Kieber  then 

Knished  tbe  cruelties  which,  during  his  absence,  bad 
m  inflicted  by  the  inhabitants  on  the  friends  and 
partiaans  of  the  French. 

After  the  battle  of  Heliopolis,  or  the  Pyramids,  the 
French  army  seemed  to  be  surrounded  with  the  most 
brilliant  circumstances.  General  Kleber  formed  the 
Creeks  and  Copts  into  battalioni^  whom  he  trained  to 
the  use  of  arilis,  and  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  his 
country.    But  just  as  the  superior  abilities  of  tbia 
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comiBaDder  began  to  uofpld  themaeWet,  he  was  stal^ 
bed  whilst  walking  on  bis  terrace  in  Cairo.  The  as« 
sassination  of  an  officer  so  generally  beloved*  so  much 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  parties,  enemies  as  well 
as  friends,  appears  a  mystery  which  even  time  itself 
may  never  unravel.  His  body  was  conveyed  to^ 
France,  with  the  skeleton  of  the  assassin*. 

The  chief  command  of  the  French  «rmy  now  de- 
Totved  upon  general  Meoou^  who^  being  fully  aware 
of  the  serious  attack  that  was  about  to  be  made  upon 
faim,  adopted  every  measure  that  prudence  and  valour 
could  dictate  for  the  safety  of  his  army  and  the  defenee 
of  Egypt.  At  length  the  English  fleet  appeared 
making  for  Aboukir  Bayr  and  on  March  2,  1801,  it 
came  to  anchor  exactly  where  the  glorious  battle  of 
the  Nile  was  fought  in  1798. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  gave 
orders  for  landing  the  troops^  which  was  effect^  in 
flat-bottoined  boats,  under  a  severe  and  continued  fire 
from  the  French.  The  soldiers  were  ordered  to  sit 
down  on  the  bottom,  holding  their  firelocks  between 
Iherr  knees.  All  the  boats  in  the  fleet  were  employed; 
yet  only  five  thousand  troops  could  at  first  be  landed; 
and  these  were  penned  up  so  close  as  to  be  unable  to 
move^  and  exposed  to  a  galling  and  destructive  fire, 
without  the  power  of  returning  it,  or  of  taking  any 
measures  for  their  defence.  Numbers  of  the  English 
now  perished,  being  shot  in  the  boats,  or  bayonetted 
in  the  act  of  stepping  out;  for  the  enemy  lined  the' 
water's  edge,  and  disputed  every  inch  of  grouo<k^ 
A  landing  could  not,  however,  be  effected  without 


^  This  wretched  sUyc,  Solyroan  el  Aleppf,  was  impaled  aliT^i 
and  lived  id  that  state  for  thi^ee  days.  Neither  in  the  cutting  off 
Ills  hand,  nor  the  dreadful  operation  which  humanity  and  man. 
kood  rovolt  at,  did  be  betray  th9  kast  fear:  his  only  cry  was 
/or  water^  aod  occasionally  a  bitter  curse  agafnst  thosu  who  had 

{ersu^ded  him  Into  a  confession,  uD<^er  the  promise  of  a  pardon. 
i  has  been  supposed  that  Kleber's  assassination  resiiHed  from  thn 
jprivate  revenge  of  some  of  the  principal  lahabitantSy  in  coase* 
4asnc0  0t  4k$  racent  punishin^als  h^  had  inAictad, 
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ftuch  a  sacrifice.     The  carnage  continued  for  abou^ 
twenty  minutes}  when  the  French  findiog  their  exer* 
tions  ineffectual  fell  back,  and  retreated  along  the 
banks  of  lake  M ahadie^  now  called  the  lake  of  Abou-r 
j(if.     The  force  that  opposed  consisted  of  about  two 
ibouaand  five  hundred  men,  under  the  coipaaand  of 
general  Friant>  commandant  of  Alexandria,  who  lost 
upwards  of  four  hundred  in  kiiled^  wounded,  and 
taken.     The  loss  of  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  was  si^i 
hundred  and  fifty-two>  io  killed^  wounded,  and  miss* 
ingj  exclusive  of  those  of  the  navy.    The  residue  of 
the  English  array  was  now  landed  without  molesta^ 
tioD,  and  preparations  were  made  for  offensive  opera^ 
tions.     The   French,  having  augmented  their  force, 
took  a  strong  position  at  the  extremity  of  an  opeq 
spacCj  defended  by  a  range  of  hills,  upon  which  they 
formed  their  line,  defended  by  a  numerous  artillery, 
and  rendered  still  more   formidable  by  the  aid  of 
heavy  cannon  taken  from  the  works  of  Alexandria. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  March,  it  was  de- 
termined to  attempt  driving  the  French  from  thi^ 
strong  position.  As  the  English  advanced,  the  French 
f:oiBmenced  a  most  destructive  fire  from  their  artillery, 
which,  enfilading  the  depths  of  the  British  columns, 
made  prodigious  havoc.  Taking  advantage  of  ^this 
success,  the  French  came  down  from  the  heights^  an.d 
began  a  close  engagement.  Their  numerous  cavalry 
made  a  spirited  and  impetuous  charge  upon  the  niner 
teenth  regiment,  who,  with  the  coolness  and  intrepi- 
dity of  veteransi  received  them  unbroken  on  the  points 
€>f  their  bayonets.  The  French  were  then  obliged  |p 
retreat,  having  received  a  well-directed  volley  as  they 
wheeled  about,  which  brought  numbers  to  the  grqund. 
Their  attacks  on  other  parts  of  the  line  were  attende]^ 
with  no  better  success,  being  repulsed  in  every  ^uaih 
ter.  As  the  French  iretreatedi  the  English  slowly  adr 
Tanced;  and  ^t  four  o'clock  took  up  the  position  on 
.the  heights  which  the  Frepch  bad  occupied  in  the 
morijingr  In  this  action  the'  English  lost  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  men  in  l^illed  <ind  wounded,  and 
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liad  near  fourteen  thousand  troops  io  the  field;  they 
took  four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  one  howitzer.  Tfao* 
French  in  this  affair  consisted  onlj  of  between  six  and' 
seven  thousand  aieD>  coannanded  by  general  Lanitsse^ 
who  lost  about  sevien  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded. 
Considering  the  advantages  possessed  by  the  French^ 
the  victory  of  this  day  was  highly  honourable  to  the 
dS8ailitnts>. notwithstanding  Cbeir  superiority  of  num* 
hers,  and  consequent  greater  loss.  The  FreDcfa:  we^ 
treated  lu^der  the  works  Of  Aiexandtiai  aad  lost  oo^ 
titoe  in  fortifying  their  position^  a6d  providing  i^ainsfe 
a  siege,  which  they  were  convinced  was  not  far  off. 

General  Menou  had  not  yet  arrived  frost  Gairo. 
He  had  be<n  obli^d  to  co-operate  with  the  army' of 
Upper  Bgypt  in  an  attack  upon  Mourad  Bey,  whoni 
Desaix  hsid.now  determined. finally  to  cooqoler;  or  pe*^ 
rish  in  the  attempt.  The  French  armies  had  in  con-^ 
sequence  persevered  in  hemming  up  the  roamelukes; 
and  placing  Mourad  between  two  fires,  whereby  hit 
destiny  became  inevitable.  Yet  he  made  a  n^ost  ke<^ 
roic  resistanfCi  such  as  became  a  superior  politician^ 
and  a  great  general.  Finding  all  was  lost,  he  offered 
to  capitulate  upon  terms  of  amity  with  the  French^ 
provided  be  might  be  reinstated  in  a  part  of  Upper 
Cgypt.  Desaix^  with  the  generosity  of  a  true  con-* 
queror,  met  the  mameluke  chief  on  his  own  terms; 
fidmired  aqd  praised  his  military  prowess  and  ardour; 
and  assigned  him  and  his  own  private  raamelukes  iha 
district  he  solicitedj  under  a  solemn  engagement  of 
their  becoming  friends  to  the  French  adrmy. 

In  the  mean  time>  sir  Ralph  Abercrombief  pudied 
on  the  English  army  to  a  chosen  position  near  AleX'» 
andria>  and  in  sight  of  the  French  camp  oin  the  heights 
of  Nicopolis.  The  position  thus  ehosefr  for  the  Bri- 
tish crossed  the  great  road  from  Alexandria  to^bou^ 
kir,  having  their  right  wing  towards  the  sea>  near 
what  is  called  the  Roman  Camp>  and  thcttr  left  oppo- 
site the  point  of  the  lake  Aboukir  or  Mahadie.  This 
.position  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  proceeded  to  fdrlify 
.with  alacrity.  Varioiitf  and  coiitradietery  rep'orts  of 
.    Vol.  I.     No.  XV.  2Y  Mc- 
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MeoDu*s    movements    vvere  circulated,    and  among 
atbers,  that  he  had  formed  a  junction  with  Lanusse^ 
with  a  reinforcement  of  eight  thousand  men.    But  lit- 
tle credit  was  unfortunately  given  to  this  rumour;  and 
still  less  apprehension  entertained  of  his  attacking  the 
position,    which  was  fortified  with  two    redoubts, 
.    tliough  not  yet  finished^  for  they  were  still  open  in  the 
r«ar,  one  on  the  right  wing  in  front  of  the  old  ruins  of 
Kasr  Kiaserai  or  castle  of  the  Cffisars^  mounting  to 
iwentynfour  pounders;  another  along  the  canal  on  the 
\»it,  with   one  twelvei^ pounder;   and    several   small 
fldcbes,  with  one  or  two  guns,  occasionally  disposed 
at  intervab  along  the  firont  of  the  line.     Such  was  the 
aiate  and   position  of  the  English  on  the  20th  of 
March.     On  the  21st,  at  half- past  three  in  the  moi^n* 
log,  the  troops  were  getting  under  arms,  when  they 
were  alarmed  by  a  smart  fire  of  musketry  proceeding 
(rom  the  farthest  flSche  toward  the  left  wing.    This 
was  conceived  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  feint;  for  sif 
Ralph  Abercrombie  was  yet  ignorant  of  the  junction 
^f  all  the  French  forces  at  Alexandria:  however,  on 
the  firing  continuing  for  some  time,  with'  now  and 
then  a  cawaon-shot,  brigadier-general  Stuart  set  out 
#n  bi&  march  with  his  brigade,  to  support  the  point 
attacked,  when  he  was  stopped  by  a  very  heavy  fire 
^eik  of  cannon  and  musketry,  which  hastily  com- 
fnenced  on  the  right     In  this  false  attack  on  the  left, 
the  French  rapidly  advancing,  entered  a  small  fieche 
at  the  same  time  with  the  out  centinels.     They  immo* 
diately  turned  tbe  twelve- pounder,  which  was  mounted 
in  it,  upon  the  English,  and  had  actually  fired  one 
shot  from  it»  when  a  redoubt  in  tbe  rear  of  this  Q^cht 
opening  its  fire  upon  them  they  quickly  retreated,  car* 
rying  ofi*  witk  them  three  officers,  one  serjeant,  and 
ten  rank  and  file,  of  the  fifth  brigade.     They  had  one 
officer  four  privates  kiiled  in  tbe  fldche,  but  tock 
away  their  wounded.  ^ 

Tbe  French,  thinking  to  have  drawn  every  atten- 
tion to  the  left,  had  hastily  advanced  with  their  whole 
body,  after  having  driven  in  the  picquets.    Their  ob« 
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jecij  as  it  afterwards  appeared^  was  first  by  a  sudd0a 
and  spirited  attack  to  turn  atid  o?ertbrow  the  r^serVej 
which  bj  its  adyanced  position  was  separated  a  little 
from  the  rest  of  the  army.    This;  aciiooiplished/  thbin 
next  aim  was  to  force  the  centre  with  their  UnHed 
troops;  and^  while  the. attention  of  the  left  was  fully 
occupied  by  the  false  attack^  the  whole  force  of  theiif 
cavalry,  in  which  they  were  very  Strong,  wtis  to  avail 
itself  of  a  favourable  opportuoftyi  and,  by  ariimpe^  ' 
tuous  charge,  drive  all  before  them  loto  Lake  Abou-^ 
kir,  thus  at  one  blow  deciding  the  contest.     For  this 
purpose,  the  division  under  geberal  Lanusse,  formilig 
their  left  wing,  advanced  boldly  against  the  I'^bt  df 
the  British  line;  general  Sylly's  brigade  nlarcbed  dif 
rectly  upon  the  redoubt;  while  another,  under  gei^al 
Valentin^  proceeded  along  the!  sea-side,  to  penetrate 
between  it  and  the  old  ruins.    General  Sylly's  brigade 
took  possession  of  a  small  redan,  in  which  there  was  a 
gun;  but^  by  reason  of  the  heavy  fire  from  the  re* 
doubts  was  obliged  to  fall  back.  The  brigade  moving 
along  the  ^ea  was  stopped  in  its  progress  by  the  fife 
from  the  old  ruins,  which  were  defended  by  the  twen^ 
ty- third  and   ftfty-eighth  regimentd^    and  thef  flank 
companies  of  the  fortieth.     Still  attempting  to  force 
its  wav  betwjeen  them  and  the  redoubt^  the  sixty-ninth 
French  demi--brigade  was  taiken  in  flank  by  one  of  the 
twenty-four  pounders  loaded  with  grape,  and  nearly 
exterminated.     On  this  the  remainder  of  the  corps  re<^ 
fused  to  advance;  when  general  Lanusse,  using  his 
utmost  efibrts  to  rally  them,  arid  bring  them  to  the 
charge,  bad  bis  thigh  carried  off  by  a  cannon-shot. 
Complete  confusion  ensued,  and  a  general  dispersiett. 
of  this  colimiH  took  place.     General  Sylly's  troops^ 
not  being  able  to  clear  the  ditch  of  the  redoubt,  at* 
tempted  to  turn  it,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss 
by  the  spirited  opposition  of  the  twenty-eigbtb  regi-- 
ment. 

During  the  time  this^was  passing  on  the,  right  of 
the  line,  general  Rampon's  division  made  an  attack 
on  the  centre,  extending  as  far  towards  the  left  as  the 

^  Y  2  ninety 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$56         MEMOIRS  OV  lB0NA1*ARTte  AKD  HISTORY  OF 


? 


ninety-second.     It  attempted  to  turn  the  left  of  the 
brigade  of  guards^  which  was  a  little  advanced;  but 
was  received  with  so  warm  and  steady  a  fire  from  the 
third  regiment  of  guards^  whose  left  was  thrown  back^ 
knd  frodi  the  royals/as  to  be  forced,  after  a  sharp  con- 
test^ to  retreat  with  great-  loss.     General  Destin,  with 
his  division,  penetrated  through  the  hollow,  leaving 
the  redoubt  on  his  left,  and  endeavoured  to  reach  the 
old  ruins.     He  was  there  warmly  received  by  the  for- 
ty-second, and  attempted  to  withdraw  his  troops;  but 
a  battalion  of  the  twenty-first  demi-brigade  having 
advanced  too  far,  was  sutrounded,  and  obh'ged  to  laj 
down  their  arms,  and  surrender  to  the  forty-second  and 
fifty-eighth  regiments.      Repulsed  in  every  quarter 
with  the  same  obstinate  resolution,  abd  finding  it  im*: 
possible  to  penetrate  through  any  part  of  the  British 
line,  the  French  infantry  at  length  gave  way,  and  dis- 
persed in  all  direction^. 

Although  they  were  thus  foiled,  the  French  general 
in  chief,  Menou,  determined  to  make  one  desperate 
fsfibrt  at  carrying  the  English  camp.     For  this  pur- 

Eose  he  ordered  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry,  under 
rigadier-general  Roize,  to  charge ;  and  general  Reg- 
nier,  at  the  head  of  the  divisions  of  Lanusse,  Rampon^ 
Friant,  and  the  fifty-fifth  'demi-brigade,  to  support  it. 
General  Roize,  convinced  at  once  of  the  inutility  and 
hazard  of  the.  attempt,  twice  remonstrated ;  and  it  was 
only  at  the  third  peremptory  order  that  he  obeyed. 
Accordingly,  the  third  and  fourteenth  French  dra- 
goons, under  general  Boussart,  came  up  with  all  the 
impetuous  fury  of  men  certain  of  being  sacrificed,  and 
(^barged  through  the  forty-second  regiment,  reaching 
quite  up  to  the  tents.  Here,  however,  they  were  ef- 
fectually stopped ;  the  horses,  being  entangled  in  the 
cords,  were  for  the  most  part  killed,  and  many  of  tbe 
men  were  obliged  to  seek  their  safety  on  foot.  A  cir- 
cumstance, likewise,  as  unfortunate  as  it  was  unex>* 
Eected,  contributed  very  materially  to  'overthrow  the 
'rench  cavalry.  The  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  for- 
fy-second  was  full  of  hole%  between  three  and  four 
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feet  deep ;  -which  excavations  had  been  made  by  the 
tweiitj-eighth  regiment,  as  conveniencies  to  sleep  in; 
previous  to  the  landing  of  the  camp  equipage.  The 
enemy's  cavalry,  charging  </ver  these,  -was  completely 
broken  and  routed.  At  this  juncture  the  Minorca 
regiment  came  to  the  support  of  the  forty-second,  and 
drew  up  in  the  vacant  space  between  the!  redoubt  and 
the  guards.  The  second  line  of  French  cavalry,  com* 
posed  of  the  fifteenth,  eighteenth,  and  twentieth  dra- 

Soons,  with  general  Roize  at  their  head,  made  another 
esperate  charge  upon  these  regiments.  As  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  withstand  the  shock,  they 
opened  aline  with. the  most  deliberate  composure  to 
let  them  pass;  then  facing  about,  they  poured  upoil 
them  such  volleys  of  shot,  as  brought  numbers  both  of 
men  and  horses  to  the  ground.  The  cavalry  now  en- 
deavoured to  force  its  way  back,  but  this  they  wer^ 
unable  to  effect;  and  the  greater  part  were  kilted  or 
wounded  in  the  attempt,  general  Roize  himself  beings 
slain  on  the  spot.  A  flag  called  the  invincible  stan^ 
dard,  covered  with  the  military  exploits  of  the  corpk 
to  which  it  belonged,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Mi- 
norca or  Queen^s  German  regiment.  It  was  taken  by 
a  private,  named  Antony  Lutz,  for  which  he  received 
a  certificate  from  the  adjutant-general,  and  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars.  This  man,  never  having  beien  taught 
to  read  or  write,  was'inca][)able  of  being  made  a  serr 
jeant,  to  which  post  he  would  otherwise  have  beett 
advanced.  In  the  early  part  of  the  action,  this  stan^- 
dard  had  been  wrested  from  the  French  by  the  forty- 
second  regiment;  it  was,  however,  retaken  from  them 
at  the  moment  of  the  impetuous  charge  of  the  French 
cavalry;  which  being  perceived  by  Lutz,  he  cut  his 
way  to  the  officer  who  was  carrying  it  off,  shot  hind 
dead,  and  bore  it  back  in  triumph.  The  French  in- 
fantry, unable  to  give  ftny  assistance,  retired,  after 
losing  a  great  number  of  men.  General  Beaudot  was 
mortally  wounded ;  and  when  the  broken  remains  of 
the  cavalry  formed  again  in  the  rear  of  (heir  infantry, 
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not  one-fourth  of  those  who  had  charged,  could  \m 
found. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  the  gallant  sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie  received  the  wound  which  deprived 
Great  Britain  of  that  distinguished  and  nsost  able 
fsonimander.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact 
moment^  since  he  never  complained,  or  revealed  the 
circumstance  of  his  being  wounded  to  any  one^  till  it 
vas  perceived  bj  those  about  bios.  No  entreaty  could 
even  then  prevail  on  him  to  leave  the  field,  till  con- 
vinced by  his  own  eyes  of  tbe  retreat  of  the  French, 
and  of  the  victory  gained  by  tlie  forces  he  had  tbe  ho*> 
oour  to  command.  The  loss  of  the  English  on  lhi<i 
occasion  amounted  to  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty* four  in  killed,  wounded,,  and  missing;  which, 
though  very  considerable,  was  greatly  inferior  to  that 
of  the  French,  which,  at  a  moderate  calculation,  was 
supposed  to  have  amounted  to  upwards  of  four  thou- 
kand  men,  for  so  less  than  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty  were  counted  by  the  provost-mar&hal  left 
dead  upon  the  field  of  battle,  exclusive  of  those  within 
the  French  vedettes,  which  in  course  he  could  not 
reckon,  and  of  which  there  were  certainly  many.  Ge- 
nerals Lanusse,  Roize^  and  Beaudot,  were  killed ;  arid 
generals  Destin,  Sylly,  Eppler,  and  several  other  oflGU 
cers  of  rank,  woanded^.  Tbe  whole  force  of  the 
£nglish  in  the  field  this  memorable  day  amounted  to 
|io  more  than  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty- nine  rank  and  fi^le,  whilst  tbe  concentrated  forces 
.of  the  French  amounted  to  upwards  of  twenty  tbou>- 
sand,  as  afterwards  appeared  by  the  returns  of  the  car 
pitulations  of  Cairo  and  Alexandria.  In  this  engage- 
ment the  English  took  two  hundred  and  fifty  prison- 
jsrsj  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  one  standard:    On  the 


*  In  the  pocket.lu>ok  of  general  Iluize  wero  found  some  Inta- 
resting  papers,  irhich  prorcd  (hat  Dearly  (he  whole  of  the  Frencit 
army  in  Egypt  n^as  brought  together  by  forced  tnarchet  to  aapport 
this  battle,  iiirder  a  eonfident  expectation  of  sharing  the  fpc4ls  4f 
die  British  camp. 
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•tde  of  the  En^liah  the  commander-in-cbief  was  iiior* 
ttlly  wounded,  and  died  in  the  night  of  the  S8tb  of 
March ;  major-general  Moore,  brigadier-general  Hope, 
adjutant-general  to  the  arm j,  ai^  bfigwSiers-geiieral 
Oakes,  Lawson^  and  sir  Sidney  Smith,  were  likewise 
wounded. 

The  English,  at  one  time  during  the  engagement^ 
were  in  the  greatest  distress  imaginable  for  want  of 
ammunition;  several  guns  were  left  with  scarcely  ott« 
round,  arnd  many  regiments  were  in  a  similar.aituiition. 
This  circilmf^tance  was  owing  to  the  want  of  means  of 
eonveyauce.  General  Menou  built  bit  chief  h^pe  soC 
success  upkm  the  sudden  overthrow  of  fbe  right  wing 
of  the  Briftsb,  find  the  consequent  consternation  of  the 
army;  be  therefore  preferred  making  bis  approach 
while  favoured  by  the  night,  that  1^  might  arrive 
close  afid  unperceiTed,  and  thus  avoid  the  destructive 
fitre  of  the  entreuchments  and  gun-boats.  In  fact,  the 
attack  was  as  sudden  as  H  was  unexpected,  and  cer^ 
tainly  put  the  EngNsb  army  under  a  fair  trial  df  its 
native  skill,  unshaken  courage,  and  cool  intrepidity. 
The  Turks  whieh  had  been  landed  from  the  captain 
pacha's  ships  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir,  remained  in  tfat 
rear  during  the  whole  action:  when  the  danger  was 
over,  they  paraded  in  front  of  the  British  Knes  with 
their  numerous  flags  flying ! 

Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  having  seen  the  enemy  re* 
treat,  he  attempted  to  get  on  horseback;  but  his 
wound,  whieh  was  probed  and  dressed  in  the  field  by 
iji  assistant^Burgeon  of  the  guards,  having  become 
extremely  stiff*  and  painful,  he  could  not  mount,  and 
reluctantly  suffered  himself  to  be  placed  upon  a  titter; 
from  which  he  was  removed  into  a  boat,  and  ijarried 
on  board  the  Foudroyant.  Here  lord  Keith  received 
him  with  all  possible  affection>  and  every  care  and  a^ 
tention  which  bis  state  required  were  early  paid  hii»: 
hui  it  was  his  lot  to  die  on  the  bed  of  honour.  The 
command  of  the  army  in  consequence  devolved  upon 
major-genera?  Hutchinson.  This  able  commaadeff^ 
aware  of  the  advantages  which  must  accrue  fram  itie 
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poisesstoo  ofRosetta,  as  it  would  open  the  Nile  add- 
tesure  supplies^  determined  to  make  himself  master  of* 
the;  p)ace.  .  That  he  might  be  enabled  to  carry  od  the 
active  operations  of  (he  army  on  the  Rosetta  side,  it 
Vecame  necessary  to  secure  the  old  position^  as  a  mean 
of  acting  on  the  defensive  against  any  future  attack.,* 
For  (bis  notbiog  could  be  of  greater  utility  than  let- 
tifig  (he.  w.aters  of  Lake  MaUadie  or  Aboukir  in^o  th» 
aocient  bed  of  the  Mareotisj  as  the  l§ft  ving  would 
tliusjjbe  rendered  more  securej  since  to.turn  U  would 
Ibecome  impracticable;  .and>  at  the  s^pe  .time>  tbe 
gUA-boatswould  be  enabled. to  get  in  and  annoy  the. 
enemyv.  The  site  of  lake  Mareotis  had  been  accurately 
tul:veyed»  and  its  level  found  to  be  nearly  ten  feet, 
lowec  than  tbbt  of  Aboukir* .  It  was  therefore  obvioua 
that  by  cutting  through  the  canal  of  Alexandria 
which  >wa»  the  only  separation  between  the  two  lakes, 
the  water,  would  flow  in  very  copiously.  Accordingly, 
OD  tbe  12tb  of  April>  a  numeirous  working  party  be- 
gan to  )QUt  through  (he  cgoal;  andt  on  the  I3th,  the 
water  rushed  in  with  impetuosity  through  seven  chan- 
nHs  made  for  the  purpose^  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
whole  army.    The  violence  of  the  water  flowing,  in 
through  the  cuts  in  tbe  canal  was  so  greats  as  not  only 
to. destroy  every  thing  in  its  way,  but  to  unite  four 
channels  of  the  seven.     By  this  the  gap  was  rendered 
too  wide  to  admit  a  bridge^  and  the  communication 
jwas  supported  by  means  of  boats  stationed  near  tbe 
epeqing.     This  gave  wopderful  effect  tp  the  opera- 
tions»  and»  oyn  the  14th>  tbje  British  troops  entered  the 
totwa  of  Rosetta  without  opposition.     The  French 
garrison^,  composed  of  two  battalions^  abandoned  it» 
and  retreated  across  the  Nile  to  Fouah* 

On  the  22d,  reaii-admiral  sir  John  Borlaae  Warren; 
with  seven  sail  of  the  lioe^  joined  lord  Keith  off*  Alex- 
andria^  after  having  chased  the  French  squadron  under 
admiral  Gan(heaume,  of  which  he  had  lost  sight  in  a 
log.  The  fleet  now  consisted  of  eighteen  ships  of  the 
.liue>  including  three  Turkish  men  of  irar  under  the 
capitan  bey^  who  landed  five  thousand  troops^  and 
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fifteen  thoosaiid  more  were  marching  throogh  the  de-^ 
sert  from  Jaffa^  under  the  immediate^command  6f  the 
grand  vifcier^  to  join  and  c6-operate  with  the  British 
forces.  '  ^ 

Major-general  Coote  was  left  in  command  of  the 
troops  before  Aiezandriaj  while  general  Hutchinson 
proceeded'  m  pursuit  of  general  Lagrange,  who  had 
taken  a  strong  position  at  Elaft,  near  El  Hamed«  On 
the  3d  of  May,  sir  Sidney  Smith  arrived  in  camp  from 
Rosetta/  An  Arab  courier  also  arrived  the  same  day 
with  dispatches  from  Osman  Bey  Tambourgi»  ao^. 
Bouncing  the  death  of  the  celebrated  Mourad  Bey*. 

When 


*  This  chief  was  on  his  waj  to  join  the  English  army,  when 
the  plague  untimely  eut  him  off*  He  was  of  an  open,  sincere^  and 
generous  character.  When  compelled  to  maiKO  peace  with  the 
French,  he  aTowed  that  his  ontj  reason  for  it  was  his  inability 
longer  to  continue  the  war*  In  his  prerious  correspondence  he 
kad  assured  the  English  general,  that  if  his  army  should  advancer 
towards  Cairo  he  would  join  him;  but  observed,  that  hedare  not 
make  a  decisi?e  movement  previously :  and  in  a  letter  to  sir  Sid* 
hey  Smith  lie  wrote,  ^^  How  can  I  be  attached  to  the  French  ? 
Have  they  not  deprived  ne  of  my  sovereignty,  my  honour,  and 
nve»ne?  But  it  is  on  the  English  faith  alone  I  must  depend. 
TIm  Turks  have  no  right  to  my  confidence."  Alluding  to  the' 
hostility  of  the  Turks  against  him,  an^  the  unnatural  inveteracy 
of  people  professing  the  same  faith,  he  beautifully  expresses  him^ 
self,  ^^  Melancholy  it  is  to  reiect,  that  the  arrow  which  has  stuck 
In  the  eagle's  wing  was  an  urrow  made  of  an  eagle's  feather.^  Re 
was  sdz^  with  the  plague  whilst  gradually  descending  the  Nile,* 
tm  the  22d  of  April,  1801.  Twice  in  the  former  part  of  his  life 
lie  had  been  eared  of  this  malady,  but  his  constitution  was  latterly 
impaired  by  his  anxieties.  The  mamelukes  that  year  had  suffered 
aeverety  from  the  plague ;  for  in  Upper  Egypt  it  had  raged  so  vio« 
lently  as  to  destroy^stxty  thousand  people,  and  forty  thousand  itf 
Cairo  were  attacked  with  it.  On  his  death-bed  Mourad  charged 
Osman  Bey  Tambourgi,  whom  he  had  recommended  to  IbrahinI 
JBey  aa  his  successor,  to  attach  himself  to  the  English.  The  beytf 
«iid  mamelukes  all  sincerely  regretted  the  death  of  this  extraordf* 
Jiary  personage;  and  when  they  buried  him  at  Saouague;  near 
Tahta,  they  paid  the  compliment  to  his  valour  of  breaking  hii 
aabre  Into  his  grave^  as  an  expression  that  none  of  them  was  wor. 
Ihy  after  him  to  wear  his  arms.  Mourad  Bey  had  fought  for  h\i 
Indepeodenee  as  long  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  success ;  but,  de^ 
aerted  by  his  allies,  and,  pre9sed  by  generat  Pesait^  he  hiM  nm 
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When  the  detachoieAt  af  the  army  tinder  flutjor^ae'* 
neral  HuidmHOo  approached  to  £Uft»  general  £a-» 
grange  retired  toward  RafamaBieh  with  his  troops 
consisting  of  nearly  four  thousand  five  hundred  inen^ 
nine  hundred  of  which  were  the  flower  of  the  French 
cavalry. 

The  inujidation  of  lake  Mareotia  having  searly 
tieached  its  proper  levels  and  the  force  of  the  curreik 
at  the  cut  being  much  diminished,  major-generd 
Coote>  anxious  both  to  secure  his  own  position  and  to 
aanoy  that  of  the  enemy,  got  six  gon^boats  into  thki 
new  lake.  Alexandria  was  thus  cut  off  from  all  com^ 
muoication  with  the  interior,  except  through  the  de- 
tort  on  the  west. 

On  the  9th,  major-general  Hutchinson  marched 
from  Elaft  toward  the  French,  who  were  posted  near 
the  fort  of  Rahmanieh,  behind  the  canal  of  Alex* 
andria,  which  ran  entirely  along  their  front  Their 
eavalry  wais  on  the  right,  near  the  Nile,  and  their  left 
was  covered  by  a  low  fort  mounting  four  guns.  A 
detachment  under  colonel  Stewart  marched  at  five  in 


other  slteraaliTc  than  to  be  driven  fr^m  the  whole  of  his  govenu 
meat,  or  com  promise  for  a  part,  and  he  jodicioaaly  chMie  ^  ao* 
tteot  to  treat  when  his  means  ettU  made  his  aUianee  desinUn^to 
the  French;  but  he  never  was  in  heart  reconciled  tathem:  liis 
religion  and  pride  forbade  the  friendBhip,  independent  of  other 
motiTes.  The  foUowing  anecdote  is  related  as  fhe  cansn  of  his 
last  personal  inveteracy  against  them.  Some  French  oiiears  ef 
ranlL  assembled  at  the  house  of  the  wife  of  Mourad  Bey,  who  mm 
the  widow  of  the  great  AH  Befy  and  who  entertained  them  witli 
all  the  hospitality  she  conld  possibly  manifest.  When  they  te* 
tired,  she  presented  the  young  Beauhnroois  with  a  ring  of  consi* 
derable  Talue.  A  few  days  afterwards  a  oontribation  was  laid  oa 
her  property  of  far  greater  extent  than  her  proportion  had  prfr. 
tiously  been  fixed  at,  and  mnch  beyond  her  means  to  pay.  Oa 
complaint  being  made,  she  received  for  answer,  ^^  that  as  it  wm 
understood  she  still  possessed  very  costly  OMsments,  no  mit%a- 
tlon  eould  be  pleaded."  This  exaction  appeared  to  lie  foundei 
on  the  present  she  had  so  generously  given  to  the  relative  of  Bou 
aapartc,  with  the  motive  of  shewing  honour  to  that  general.  An 
such  it  was  considered  as  the  grossest  breach  of  faith  and  hospi- 
tality, nor  could  Mourad  Bey  ever  speak  of  tlie  transaction  with* 
out  the  bitterest  exprassions  of  indiaiadoik 

Ihe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TKR  WARS  FHOII  THS  PRIKCB  RSVOLirnOK.       3^9 

(he  momiog  to  nilmk  Ibe  Frendr  at  Htsmng,  white 
the  maio  arinj  was  to  attack  tbem  at  Rabmaaieh.  A 
skirmuh  tumieA,  which  endiag  greatly  in  favour  of 
the  Englishj  Lagrange  quitted  the  place,  and  retreateit 
toward  Cairo.  One  hundred  men,  who  were  left  itl- 
the  fort  of  Rbaataueh^  with  a  nnmber  of  sick  and  ia- 
naUds,  surrendered  the  next  day.  A  comroy  of  seventy 
geraies^  with  proyiuoo,  aannunition^  and  clotfafing,  for 
the  French  troops^  and  ahoiit  five  thousand  pounds  inr 
iboney,  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  Thi» 
convoy  had  come  down  the  Nile  from  Cairo>  pasted 
through  the  cuhiI  of  Menouf,  and  was  proc^ing  to^ 
Kahmanieb,  ignorant  af  the  capture  of  the  place.  A 
small  detachment  of  French  cavalry,  comis^g  ot 
three  otteers  and  forty  meuj  going  from  Alexamhia 
to  Rahmaniefa,  were  likewise  made  prkonevs  by  a  pia^ 
iy  of  dn^oonsL  They  were  going  from  Alexandria  t0 
Cairo  as  an  escort  to  one  of  general  Beliard's  aides* 
de>  samp>  charged  with  dispatches  from  Menou.  Ybia 
party  had  slept  at  Demanbour  the  night  before,  a«d 
kaew  notbii^  of  Rahmanieh  being  in  the  posBSsstoi^ef 
the  English. 

An  Arab  arrived  in  general  Hutcbinsoo^  canvp  stt 
Algam^  OB  the  17tb,  with  the  intelligence,  that  tf 
body  el*  Uie  enemy  were  moviog  on  his  right  through 
Ibe  desert,  with  the  supposed  intention  of  pushing 
fjroni  Alexandria  to  join  Lagrange,  who  bad  reached 
Cairo.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  major^ 
general  Hutehinson  ordered  brigadier-general  Dojle 
to  follow  tbem  into  the  desert  with  the  cavalry  and 
bis  own  brigade;  and  major-general  Cradoek  was  di- 
Mcted  to  be  prepared  to  give  his  support  in  case  of 
necessity.  At  one  o'clock,  brigadier-general  Doyle 
with  the  cavalry^  not  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  number, 
came  up  with  the  enemy,  after  a  pursuit  of  ten  miles 
through  the  heavy  sands;  and  the  vrbole  convoy,  after 
some  demisr,  surrendered  without  resistance.  This 
cot ps,  which  had  been  sent  to  collect  provision  and 
'forage  in  the  province  of  Bahireh,  consisted  of  two 
hundred  of  the  French  dromedary  corps,  sixty^nine 

2  Z  2  artil- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$ti         HEIiOIltS  ^F  BONAPARTC  Aitp  HISTORY  6^ 

lirtillerymeo,  three  hundred  and  thirty  infantry,  with 
one  piece  of  cannon  and  a  stand  of  colours^  and  escort* 
ed  a  train  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  camels.  It  lefi 
Aleiandria  on  the  13th  of  M^yt  but  finding  most  of 
the  villages  abandoned  and  destitute  of  provisron,  the 
chief  of  brigade^  Cavalier;  determined  to  make  the 
best  of  his  way  for  Cairo^  not  suspecting  that  general 
Hutchinson  had  yet  left  Rahmanieh,  and  was  on  his 
way  towards  that  place^  when  he  perceived  the  En* 
glish  flotilla  upon  the  Nile.  Cavalier  then  attempted 
to  penetrate  into  the  desert,  where  he  was  soon  over* 
taken  by  general  Doyle.  The  regiment  of  drome- 
daries had  been  a  very  useful  corps  to  the  French.  It 
was  pomposed  of  picked  men,  chosen  from  the  whole 
armyj  who^  mounted  upon  these  swift  animals,  were 
employed  in  pursuing  the  Arabs  through  the  desert> 
and  overtaking  them  where  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  any  ether  troops  to  have  acted.  Tribes 
of  Arabs  retiring  into  the  deepest  parts  of  the  desert> 
where  they  thought  themselves  secure,  were  soon  disr 
))eit9ed  by  them,  and  their  numerous  flocks  of  sheep 
(sometimes  as  many  as  two  or  thre^  thousand )  became 
the  property  of  the  ca^itors,  among  whom  the  value 
was  afterwards  divided.  By  tfiese  means  several  indi- 
viduals of  Ibis  corps  accumulated  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  thousand  livres,  (about  2,187/.  7s.),  with  which 
they  were  anxious  to  return  to  France.  When  at- 
tacked by  a  superior  force  of  Arabs,  the  men  usually 
dismounted  from  their  dromedaries,  and  making  f  beta 
lie  down,  placed  themselves  behind  them,  the  animal 
thus  serving  as  a  parapet  to  his  rider,  over  which  he 
fired  in' security.  Since  the  period  of  general  Hut* 
chinson's  departure  from  before  Alexandria,  nearly 
pne  thousand  of  the  enemy  had  fallen  into  his  hand|» 
with  a  very  trifling  loss.   ^ 

On  the  19th  of  May«  a  Turkish  officer  arrived  at 
Algam,  with  the  intelligence  of  a  victory  having  been 
gained  by  the  grand  vizier  over  the  French  at  £1- 
Ilanka,  a  village  about  sijc  miles  from  Cairo.  The 
Turkish  chief  h^d  marched  from  Jaffa  on  the  S5th  of 
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February^  where  tbe  plague  had  carried  off  Beveral 
thousand  of  his  troops.  At  Yabna  he  was  reinforced 
by  live  hundred  of  Djezzar  Pacha's  troops^  well 
armed  and  appointed^  sent  as  a  proof  of  the  pacha'« 
sincerity  and  attachment  to  the  Porte.  After  una- 
voidable delays,  attendant  upon  so  ill-organized  aii 
army,  the  vizier  advanced  bn  the  I2th  of  March^  and 
on  the  15th  reached  Gaza.  On  the  2Sd,  Tahir  Pacha^ 
with  a  chosen  corps  of  three  tliousand  cavalry^  pro* 
ceeded  to  El-Arish;  and,  on  the  SSth^  the  vizier* 
moved  forward  for  that  place  with  his  army,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  90th.  On  the  2d  of  April,  the  di« 
vision  under  Tahir  Pacha/ accompanied  by  captaiii 
Leake  of  the  royal  artillery,  left  El-Arish,  and  ad« 
vanced  toward  Katieh  and  Tinieh.  On  the  5tb,  he 
was  followed  by  the  second  division,  commanded  by 
Mohammed  Pacba,  which  was  accompanied  by  cap- 
tain Lacy  of  the  engineers.  The  grand  vizier,  with 
the  remaining  part  of  his  army,  and  the  military  mt«- 
aioQ  under  lieutenant-colonel  Holloway,  moved  for* 
ward  on  the  19th;  and,  after  a  very  arduous  and  ha- 
rassing march  of  four  days  across  seventy  miles  of 
desert,  ill  supplied  with  provisions;  water,  and  the 
tiecessary  means  of  conveyance,  arrived  at  Katieh. 
The  road  was  strewed  with  the  dead  bodies  of  mea 
and  cattle,  and  the  average  heat  was  from  one  hun- 
dred to  one  hundred  and  twelve  degrees  in  the  tents. 

The  Turkish  army  reached  Belbeis  on  the  8th  of 
May,  where  the  grand  vizier  began  to  form  magazines, 
of  which  he  was  in  the  utmost  want,  to  put  his  disor- 
ganized army  into  some  kind  of  order,  and  to  increase 
it  with  Bedouin  Arabs,  mamelukes,  and  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  who  were  allured  to  bis  standard  by  the 
hope  of  plunder.  In  this  position  he  entrenched  him- 
self, and  avowed  his  determihation  to  wait  for  the. 
French  under  general  Beliard,  who,  it  was  Supposed, 
would  march  out  of  Cairo,  to  force  him  back  into  the 
desert  before  the  arrival  of  the  British  forces  to  sup- 
port him.  On  the  30th,  the  vizier  boldly  sent  major 
Hope  of  the  British  artillery  to  summon  the  town  of 
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Cairo  to  surreoderj  f^revioua  to  wbfcbaomeinaHielttkM 
iad  Turkish  cavalrjj  forming  bis  advanced  patroles, 
liad  been  aligbtlj  engaged  id  a  skirmish  witii  a  party 
•f  French  dragoons,  near  the  village  of  Menayer. 

General  Beliard  had  been  reinforced  successively  at 
Cairo  bj  general  Donzdot  from  Upper  Egypt>  the 
garrisons  of  Salabieh,  Belbeis^  and  Birket<^el-Hadge> 
mad  general  Lagrange's  division^  wbieh  joined  biiu  on 
Ibe  12tb  of  May.    These  troops^  united  with  his  own 
garrison^  made  a  body  of  upwards  of  eight  thousand 
viea,  exclusive  of  Greeks  aod  Copts.    With  this  force 
general   Beliard  determined  to  proeeed  to  Belbeisj 
tiiere  to  attack  the  grand  visier,  and  drive  him  back  to 
Salabieb,  before  general  Hutchinson  should  approach 
nearer  Cairo.     For  this  purpose  he  marched  out  on 
the  15th,  with  four  thousand  infantry,  one  thousand 
cavalry,  and  near  thirty  pieces  of  cannon.    At  nigbf 
lie  halted  at  EUMenayer,  after  having  repulsed  the 
advanced  patroles  of  the  Turks.    The  grand  vitier, 
informed  of  bis  approach,  and  wishing  to  anticifiatie 
bis  attack,  sent  the  Tabir  Pacha,  with  about  two  tbou* 
sand  cavalry  and  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  U^  obsenrtf" 
the  enemy^s  motions.     Before  daybreak  the  Tahii 
Pacha's  troops  came  up  with  the  French  advanced 
guard  in  a  wood  of  date  trees.     Both  parties  baked, 
and  remained  on  their  arms  till  daylight,  when  the 
Turks  kept  the .  French  at  bay  till  the  main  body  of 
the  vizier's  army  came  up.     A  sharp  firing  then  en- 
sued ;  the  Turks  maintained  their  ground,  and,  afCer 
an  action  which  lasted  nearly  eight  hours,  and  during 
which  the    Ottoman    cavalry  greatly  annoyed   the 
French,  general  Beliard  thought  proper  to  retreat, 
but  was  not  pursued.     Such  waa  the  battle  of  El- 
Hanka,  in  which  the  loss  of  the  French  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  fifty  killed,  and  perhaps  two  or 
three  hundred  wounded.     That  of  the  Turka  must 
have  been  more  considerable,  on  account  of  the  great 
superiority  of  the  French  in  artillery.     Thb  victory, 
trifling  as  it  may  appear,  was  of  great  consequebce  to 
future  prospects;  it  was  Ibe  tirst  &e  Turks  had  gained 
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over  the  Freftcb;  and  it  happened  to  be  on  the  Tery 
apot  where  the  «ame  grand  vii^ier  had  beeo  defeated 
by  general  Kleber^  la  eonaeque^oe  of  ^len^itding  tbo 
twaty  of  £1- ArJsb.  Oo  the  20tb  of  May.  the  vizier  <a 
army  «aa  fleioforced  by  4be  thirtieth  and  eight^-ointli 
r^inieBts.  and  detaehments  of  cavaJry  and  Artillery. 

On  the  21et  of  May>  major-general  Coote  esta^ 
blisbed  a  post  of  two  bufidjred  iofantry>  twenty  cavalry^ 
and  two. field  piecea^  upon  the  canal  ol*  Alexandria^ 
near  Bedab.  The  brigade  of  guardi  furnished  t\m 
detachment,  which  waaeokimiaaded  by  colonel  Turner 
of  the  third  regiment.  The  object  of  thi$  port  was  to 
maintain  an  uninterrupted  eoaimuoication  with  Rah* 
maniehj  Demanhonri  and  the  interior  of  the  country* 
By  these  means  the  camp  market  waa  well  supplied^ 
and  the  operations  went  on  prosperously  before  Alea- 
andria.  » 

On  the  24tb>  major-general  Hutchinson^  with  the 
eapitan  pacha>  proceeded  to.  wait  on  the  grand  ?izier* 
About  fire  cniles  from  Bircbamips,  he  passed  (he  Nile 
on  a  bridge  of  pontoons,  thrown  across  ibr  the  pur* 
pose  of  establishing  an  easy  communication  between 
the  two  armies.  Five  miles  further  north  brought 
him  to  the  advanced  Turkish  camp,  commanded  by 
Tahir  Pacha,  who  so  gallantly  opposed  the  French  in 
the  wood  of  date  trees  at  tbe  battle  of  £1-Hanka; 
They  proceeded  in  a  long  procession  to  the  vizier's 
tent.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  oriental  magnificence,  aad 
seated  upon  tbe  most  beautiful  embroidered  cushions* 
they  fouled  his  highness.  Around  him  were  all  thn 
principal  commanders  of  his  army.  The  venerable 
mameluke  chief,  Ibrahim  Bey,  tbe  Rets  £fiendi;  Ma^ 
boipet  Pacha  of  Jerhsaiem,  Tahir  Pacha>  and  the 
Beer  bacbis,  were  present.  Chairs  were  provided-  for 
ihe  English  oS^ee^h  ^ho  alone  were  permitted  tq  sit 
in  the  presence  of  the  grand  vizier.  After  the  nsii^ 
routine  of  civility  and  salutations,  cofiee,  sweetmeats* 
Ihe  never'^omitted  pipes,  &c.  the  general  took  hta 
lea^re*  and  retired  to  a  very  superb  tent  provided  fbr 
himi  and  a^guard  of  honour,  composed  of  jaoissarie^ 
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tnd  one  of  tbe  vizier'9  chief  men,  were  atetioned  about 
bis  person.  This  was  followed  by  a  grand  dinner,  iir 
the  Turkish  stile,  at  which  the  principal  characters  of 
the  Ottoman  empire  were  assembled.  The  yizier,  about 
tixtj^six  years  of  age,  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  an  eyer 
kut  has  retained  his  situation  ever  since  the  year  1799^. 
Botwitbstanding  tbe  unfortunate  battle  of  Heliopolis. 
Tbe  capitan  pacha  displayed  high  military  qaalifica-* 
lions,  which  obtained  him  great  renown  in  this  cam* 
paign*  The  Reis  Effendi,  or  principal  aecretary  of 
the  Turkish  empire,  is  well  known  in  England,  where 
lie  was  secretary  to  the  Turkish  embassy.  His  know- 
ledge of  European  manners  and  politeness  procured 
bim  the  greatest  advantages  in  the  intercourse  with* 
the  English  army.  The  reason  of  the  chief  offi« 
cers  of  tbe  Ottoman  empire,  civil  as  well  as  military^ 
accompanying  the  army,  is,  that  the  Porte  or  court  ia 
always  supposed  to  be  with  it,  and  all  orders  of  the 
sultan  are  deemed  to  be  issued  by  him  from  his  stir* 
tup.  Such  was  the  case  in  former  wars,,  when  the 
high-spirited  sultans  commanded  their  armies  io  per- 
aoD. 

Major-general  Hutchinson  attended  a  raeetitiff  ot 
^  divan,  or  council,  in  tbe  vizier'^  tent,  on  the  25tb 
of  May;  and,  on  June  the  1st,  Osman  Bey  Tam^ 
bourgi  arrived  with  his  mameUikes,  and  joined  the 
main  army.  They  appeared  to  be  about  twelve  bun- ' 
dred  in  number,  every  individual  superbly  moujited 
and  richly  dressed.  But  the  magnificence  of  the  beya 
and  kiachefs  or  officers  was  beyond  any  thing  that  can 
be  conceived.  They  were  lodged  in  spacious  tents> 
divided  into  several  apartriients,  the  insides  lined  with 
f  ich  stuffs,  and  beautiful  Turkey  carpets  were  placed 
on  the  floors. 

On  tbe  6tb  of  June,  a  French  vessel,  oKMintiog  ten 
gims^  having  on  board  general  Damas  and  the  chief 
of  ordnance  Daure,  was  brought  into  Aboukir  Bay« 
In  tbe  night  of  the  3d  of  May,  generals  fiegnier  and 
Damas»  the  chief  Daure,  with  Several  other  officers  of 
sankf  bad  been  seized  by  force  in  their  houses  at  Alex^ 
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lKidffia>  ai»d  conducted  on  board  two  vessels  in  the 
harbour.  They  sailed  on  the  I9th  of  that  month: 
general  Regnier^  in  the  fast  sailing  brig  Lodi>  elqded 
the  vigilance  of  the  English  cruizers;  but  the  Good 
Union,  having  on  board  the  other  officers,  above 
named,  was  taken  near  Candia.  What  might  have 
beeii  general  Menou's  reason  for  this  violent  measure 
was  not  known,  but  it  was  supposed  to  have  originated. 
in  a  disunion  between  him  and  those  officers,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  circumstances  which  took  place  in  the 
battle  of  the  2ht  of  March.  The  French  squadron 
und^r  6antheaume,  consisting  o^  four  sail  of  the  line^ 
one  frigate,  one  corvette,  and  five  transports,  had  been 
off  the  coast  for  some  days.  The  men  of  war  bad  be* 
tween  thr^e  and  four  thousand  troops  on  board,  all 
very  sioklj.  This  fleet  bad  anchored  by. mistake  itf 
Lacuste  bay,  greatly  to  the  westward  of  Alexandria; 
but  Gantheaume  fearing  the  approach  of  lord  Keith's 
fleet,  which  was  in  searc^i  of  him>  cut  bis  cables  and 
again  stood  off  to  sea.  The  five  transport^  were  taken 
on  the  7th,  and  brought  into  Aboukir  Bay.  They 
bad  no  troops  on  board,  but  artists  of  all  kinds,  besides 
florists,  gardeners,  seedsmen,  &c.  id  a  word>  quite  a 
amaJl  colony.  There  was  also  a  company  of  come* 
dians  for  the  Cairo  theatre.  The  transports  said  they 
kad  parted  with  the  fleet^t  the  distance  of  near  eighty,, 
leagues  from  Alexandria,  and  came  under  convoy  of 
the  corvette  THeliopoHs.  This  ship  Succeeded  in  get«- 
ting  into  the  harbour  of  Alexandria;  she  carried  no 
troops,  but  brought  a  snpply  of  arms  and  ammunition^ 
and  the  intelligence  of  an  intended  reinforcement  in 
Gantbeaume's  squadron.  Rear-admiral  sir  Richafd 
Bickerton,  with  three  sail  of  t^e  line,  beside  one 
Turkish  nian  of  war,  went  in  pursuit  of  Gantheaume; 
vi^hile.  lord  Keith,  with  the  remainder  of  the  fleets 
cruized  off  the  port  of  Alexandria.' 

Having  now  determined  upon  the  siege  of  Caiifo,  id 
Conjunction  with  the  grand  vizier,  tnajor-general  Hut- 
chinson marched  his  army  to  the  southward  of  the 
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point  of  the  Delta^  and  took  up  his  ground  near  (bft 
tillage  of  Burtos,  on  the  8th  of  June,  In  this  poM- 
tion  the  whole  force  destined  to  act  against  Cairo  was 
consolidated.  A  free  and  easy  communication  was 
established  with  the  grand  yizier's  armj,  encamped  ai 
Charlahai^  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Nil^  by  m 
bridge  of  pontoons.  The  captain  pacha's  troops  were 
in  front  of  the  British,  and  the  mamelukes,  under  Os- 
man  Bey  Tambourgi,  were  in  their  rear.  On  the 
10th,  two  hundred  men  of  the  eighty*sixth  regiment, 
under  colonel  Lloyd,  joined  colonel  Stewart's  corps, 
which  was  attached  to  the  vizier's  army.  These  men 
were  the  forerunners  of  a  long-^ezpected  reinforcement 
from  India.  Lieutenant- colonel  Lloyd  had  eom« 
menced  his  march  from  Suez  on  the  7th  of  June^  hay- 
ing received  orders  from  general  Hutchinson  to  that 
^ect.  On  the  14th,  major-general  Hutchinson  moved 
about  three  miles  in  front  to  the  village  of  Saael;  and 
on  the  16th  advanced  to  a  position  just  out  of  reach 
of  the  shot  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  same  day  he 
was  joined  by  the  twenty-eighth  and  forty^^seconi  re* 
giments«  who  had  marched  from  the  camp  before 
Alexandria  in  twelve  days.  The  grand  vizier  alse 
moved  forward  on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  Nile  to  e 

Sarallel  position,  a  little  below  the  vilhge  of  Deman- 
our.  General  Hutchinson  made  another  movement 
on  the  31st,  and  invested  the  (own  of  Gizeh,  opposite 
to  Graod  Cairo;  and  the  grand  vizier,  following  hia 
motions,  encamped  close  to  the  eoemy^s  advanced 
works  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Some  slight 
skirmishing  took  place  in  the  evening  on  both  banka 
of  the  Nile,  wherein  the  mamelukes  distinguished 
themselves.  On  the  2Sd  of  June,  general  Beliard* 
^bo  commanded  the  French  troops  at  Cairo,  finding 
himseV  surrounded  on  all  sides,  bis  comrounicatio& 
with  the  interior  part  of  the  country  entirely  eut  ofl^ 
and  without  hopes  of  relief  sent  a  Bag  of  truce  ta 
general  Hutchinson,  requesting  that  he  would  agree 
to  »  conference  between*  a  Frencb  and  an  Enfrltsli 
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•fficer^  to  treat  for  the  evacuation  of  Cairo*  and  ite 
dependencies.  To  this  request  general  Hutchinson 
assented. 

The  conference  continued  till  the  28th,  when  a*  con- 
vention was  signed  for  the  surrender  of  Cairo,  by 
which  the  French  were  allowed  seventeen  days  for  the 
final  evacuation  of  Cairo  and  its  dependencies.  They 
were  then  to  march  to  Rosetta,  with  their  arms,  bag- 
gage field-artillery,  &c.  to  be  there  embarked  as  soon 
as  possible,  but  at  the  latest  in  fifty  days  from  the  ra- 
tification, on  board  vessels  to  be  furnished  at  the  entire 
expence  of,  the  allied  powers,  for  sending  them  to 
some  French  port.  On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  the 
combined  powers  took  possession  of  Gizeh  and  Cairo, 
where  the  British  and  Turkish  colours  were  coi\jointly 
hoisted.  The  French  army  which  surrendered,  amount- 
ed to  ten  thousand  eight  nundred  and  fifty*six  fighting 
men. 

The  siege  of  Alexandria  was  next  undertaken  by 

feneral  Hutchinson.  Rear-admiral  sir  Richard  Bic- 
erton  had  returned  on  the  13th  of  June,  and  joined 
the  fleet  ofi^  Alexandria,  without  having  seen  or  heard 
any  thing  of  Gantbeaume's  squadron :  it  was  supposed, 
therefore^  to  have  gone  back  to  Toulon.  About  this 
time  the  Monmouth  man  of  war,  with  the  Leda  and 
Active  frigates,  arrived  in  Aboukir  bay  from  England^ 
with  reinforcements  of  men  and  money ;  also  a  convoy 
of  troops  arrived  from  Malta,  who  had  volunteered 
their  services  for  Egypt.  On  the  16th  of  July,  dis- 
patches likewise  arrived  for  general  Hutchinson,  from 
major-ffeneral  Baird,  commander  of  the  Indian  troops, 
with  the  long-expected  intelligence  of  his  having 
reacjied  Keneb  on  the  Nile,  ( which  tbe  French  had 
lately  made  their  capital  in  Upper  Egypt,)  with  a 
part  of  his  army. 

The  project  of  transporting  a  formidable  body  of 
troops  from  India  to  Egypt  through  tbe  Red  Sea  was 
well  conceived ;  and,  in  case  of  a  more  serious  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  would  have  proved  ex<? 
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tremel^'  beneficial.  We  have  mentioned  ihe  arrival  pp 
a  small  portion  of  that  force  at  Suez^  under  lieute^ 
jiant-colonel  Llojd  of  the  eightj-sixth  regiment.  Thni 
corps  bad  sailed  with  rear-admiral  Blanket  to  Suez, 

'at  an  earlier  period  from  the  coast  of  Malabar.  Tbe 
army  from  India^  under  the  command  of  major-gene- 
ral Baird;  did  not  all  come  from  the  same  part«  everj 
presidency-  furnishing  a  certain  quota;  and  bad  tbe 
'whole  of  the  intendjsd  forc^  arrived  in  Egypt^  it  would 
have  amounted  to  nearly  ten  thousand  men.  This 
army  was  landed  at  Cossir^  and  marched  across  the 
desert  to  Keneh^  the  former  firact  of  the  French ;  and 
from  the  excessive  heat^  Mr.  Dudley  Rider^  payraas- 

'ter-generaL  perished  in  the  desert^  as  did  many  of  the 
troops.  This  army  did  not  join  until  after  Alexandria 
had  surrendered. 

'  Orders  were  given  for  the  investiture  of  that  city  OQ 
the  12th  of  August  The  division  of  troops  to  be 
employed  on  the  west  of  Alexandria  was  to  be  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Coote.  The  flotilla  ^( 
gun-boats^  consisting  of  twenty-four,  sailed  up  the  in- 
undation on  the  morning  of  tbe  13tb,  and  anchored  in 
aline  abreast  of  that  of  the  French.  This  position 
rendered  the  enemy*s  boats  useless,  and  gave  the  En- 
glish the  entire  command  of  tbe  inundation.  The 
reserve^  under  major-general  Moore^  marched  into  the 
camp  before  Alexandria  on  the  same  day;  but  no  re- 
gular plan  of  encampment  was  to  take  place  till  ma- 
jor-general Coote^s  corps  'bad  gaiped  their  station  to 
the  westward.  The  whole  French  line  was  under 
arms,  and  very  vigilant,  during  the  night  of  the  13th, 
as,  from  the  sailing  of  the  gun-boats,  arrival  of  troops, 
and  other  movements,  general  Menou  was  apprehen- 
sive of  an  attack.""  When  the  troops  had  taken  their 
station  to  the  westward  of  Alexandria,  general  Hut- 
chinson ordered  an  attack  to  be  made  along  tlie  whole 
bf  the  enemy's  front  to  the  eastward  of  the  town.  This 

'  movement  took  place  about  four  in  the  morning,  and 

'^was  intended  not  only  to  gain  ground,  hiit  as  a  diver* 
^ion  in  favour  of  major-general  Coote.    The  attack  of 
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*«  green  h\\\,  a  little  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  i 
mj's  positio^nj  was  confided  to  major-general  Cradock; 
and  the  brigade  under  general  Doyle  was  destined  i0 
carry  it  into  execution.  The  thirtieth  regiment  Mnm 
%o  march  up  to  a  small  redoubt  on  the  right,  and  ibt 
^ftieth  to  another  on  the  left;  the  ninety-second 
remaining  in  a  central  position  in  the  rear,  to  snp^ 
port  eitl^r,  if  necessary.  The  two  battaliona  of 
the  twentieth  were  also  placed  in  such  a  manner,  as  H 
he  in  readiness  to  move  up  to  any  point  required.  0« 
the  left  of  the  enemy  there  was  a  small  hill  of  sand, 
called  the  Sugarloaf-hill;  of  this  major-general  Moore 
took  possession  with  very  little  resistance,  and  thence 
he  was  enabled  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  works.  This 
'position,  however,  it  was  not  possible  to  retain^  as  it 
lay  completely  exposed  to  the  enemy's  cross  fires,  and 
'from'  its  size  afforded  little  or  no  shelter.  During 
4hese  movements  the  French  kept  up  a  very  warm  and 
severe  cannonade  from  their  works:  the  manner  in 

•  which  their  guns  crossed  each  other  in  every  directioii 
was  truly  wonderful,  and  ga^e  an  ample  idea  of  tbe 

*strength  and  judicious  plan  of  their  extensive  lines.   . 
At  five  in  the  evening  of  the  18th,  major-general 

•  Coote  moved  forward  about  two  miles,  without  any 
other  opposition  than  a  fevi^  shots  exchanged  between 

'  bis  advanced  guard  and  the  French.  He  then  took 
up  his  position  in  the  following  manner:  the  guards 
extendiii^  across  the  quarries  in  two  lines,  with  their 
right  to  the  inundation;  and  majors-general  Ludlow 
and  Finch-s  brigades  both  formed  fronting  the  sea. 

.  At  day-break  on  the  19th,  major-general  Coote  opened 
a  battery  of  two  twelve-pounders  and  two  eight-inch 
howitzers  against  the  fort  of  Marabout.  On  the  2Sd, 
major-general  Coote  determined  immediately  to  move 
forward  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  take  as  advanced  a 
position  near  the  town  of  Alexandria  as  prudence  and 

•  ikecurity  would  permit.  Accordingly,  at  break  of  day< 
all  the  troops  were  under  arms,  with  the  addition  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Lowestein  riflemen,  who 
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bad  landed  late  at  nigbt  from  the  eastward.  The 
troops  marched  to  meet  the  enemj^  who  wai  strongly 
poited  on  a  ridge  of  high  rockj^  hills^  baviag  his  right 
MOired  by  the  sea  and  by  two  heavy  guns,  and  his  left 
by  the  inundation  and  two  batteries  containing  three 
nore  guns  of  the  same  calibre.  Beside  these,  nume* 
Mos  pieces  of  fly iiig  artillery  were  placed  in  tbe  intep- 
irab  of  bis  line.  The  English  moved  through  the 
ground  in  three  columns;  tbe  guards  forming  two 
upon  the  right,  under  major*general  lord  Capaa,  near 
the  inundation;  and  major*general  Ludlow's  brigade 
forming  the  third,  upon  the  left,  elose  to  the  sea^ 
liaping  the  first  battelion  of  the  twenty-scpenth  regt^ 
meiit  in  advance.  .Major-general  Finch's  brigMie 
composed  a  reserve,  and  was  destined  to  give  support 
wherever  it  might  be  required.  In  this  manner  the 
troops  continu^  to  move  with  coolness  and  r^ularity^ 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  ipusketry  and  canoon.  As  the 
English  advanced  the  French  retreated^  till  close  un- 
der the  works  of  the  town.  Here  was  a  general  halt^ 
and  the  French  gave  no  further  disturbance  during 
tbe  remainder  of  the  day*  The  loss  of  the  English 
Was  trifling>  when  compared  to  the  advanteges  gained. 
The  loss  of  the  French,  though  very  considerable, 
could  not  be  ascertained. 

The  French  were  Oot  insensible  of  the  advanteges 
gained  by  the  allies;  and  at  half  after  four  in  tbe 
evening  of  the  26ih,  an  aid-de*carop  of  general  Menou 
came  with  a  letter,  requesting  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
to  give  tinse  for  a  capitulation.  This  was  granted  by 
general  Hutchinson;  and,  on  the  2d  of  September, 
1801,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  English  army  took  pos- 
lession  of  the  French  lines.  The  British  and  Turkish 
flags  were  immediately  hoisted  together,  and  the  whole 
was  conducted  with  the  greatest  precision  and  regu- 
larity. The  terms  granted  to  the  enemy  were  the 
'  same  as  had  been  extended  to  the  garrison  of  Cairp^ 
and  the  number  of  effective  troops  vrhich  now  surreo* 
dered  amounted  to  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and 
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ei^t.  In  the  harbour  ef  Alexandria  was  taken  one 
ship  of  sixty-four  guns,  three  frigates,  two  sloops  of 
war,  and  two  hundred  sail  of  merchantmen^. 

After  the  restoration  of  peace  to  the  desolated  pto^ 
Tinee  of  Egypt,  it  was  the  wish  of  general  Hutchin^ 
son  to  restore  its  civil  government,  and  call  back  to 
their  respective  stations  all  those  under  whose  official 
departments  it  had  been  conducted.  The  extreme 
jeidousy  of  the  Porte,  however,  in  its  anxidus  care 
once  more  to  get  firm  hold  of  Egypt,  had  secretly  de-^ 
terrained  on  the  extirpation  of  the  present  race  of  beys^ 
the  only  men  in  the  country  who  had  made  b^d 
Ikgainst  the  common  enemy.  This  political  but  san- 
guinary measure  was  confided  to  the  management  of 
the  grand  vizier.  On  the  91st  of  October,  1801,  ait 
the  beys  then  in  Alexandria,  with  the  captain  pacha^ 
wef«  invited  to  dine  on  board  sir  Richard  Bickerton** 
ship,  then  lying  in  the  harbour.  With  this  intentioit 
they  were  taken  into  the  capttan  pacha's  barge  j  but 


*  It  is  a  remarkable  circoinftteiice,  that,  on  the  Barrender  of 
Alexaadria,  the  Freach  frigate  La  Justice  fell  into  our  baads^ 
aod  that  the  capture  of  this  ship  tompleted  the  total  annihUatmfr 
fif  the  fleet  of  admiral  Bruejs.  Of  the  four  sail  which  escaped 
ander  admiral  GantheamBe,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  August^ 
the  G^nereux,  Guillanme  Tell,  and  la  Diane  frigate,  had  beea  at 
different  periods  captvred  by  the  British  <;roizers;  ia  Justice  alone 
kad,  till  this  capitttlatioB,  surri? ed  the  defeat  in  the  baj  of  Abo«ikir« 
Tho  following  is  an  official  return  of  the  disposal  of  the  Freach 
armj  ia  Egypt  by  the  British  forces : 

Military.  GoU, 
Killed  in  the  different  actions,  and  d^  of  wounds,     SfiOO 
Prisoners  taken  in  battle,  in  the  different  con? oys^ 

aod  tbe^rrisoos  of  the  forts    •     •     i     •  ^*    •     5^500 
The  garrison  of  Cairo,  to  which  is  to  be  added  500  . 
deserters,  whom  nothing  could  restrain  from  sell- 
ing themselves  to  become  mamelukes,  and  ez« 
dttded  7dO  aaiiliariei  embarked     •     •     •     .     •    13,672      82 
The  garrisoa  of  Alexandria,  including  the  marines 
.    doing  duty,  and  about  200  auxiliaries  •     •     .     •    10,508    696 
Soldiers  dead  by  the  plague  and  other  maladies  since 
;   ike  kudiag  of  the  English 1,500 

Total    32,180    7M 
•  while 
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If  hile  they  were  sailiDg  through  the  lake  Mareotisi  i 
cawooash,  or  messenger  of  state,  ^appeared  on  the 
fhore»  and  bailing  them,  informed  the  capitan  pacha 
that  be  had  brought  dispatehes  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence for  him  from  Constantinople.  Upon  this  the 
capitan  pacha  left  the  beysj  and  went  away  in  a  boat; 
after  which>  as  they  were  passing  under  the  stern  of  a 
Turkish  gun-boat  at  anchor,  a  volley  of  musketry  was 
£red  at  them,  and  several  boats  full  of  men  assailed 
them  on  every  side.  After  a  gallant  and  desperate  re- 
sbtance,  rendered  more  furious  by  the  idea  of  being 
treacherously  sacrificed,  they  were  overpowered  by 
numbers,  and  made  prisoners.  In  the  contest^  Osman 
Bey  Tambourgi,  Osman  Bey  Ascar,  Mahomet  Bey 
Slafice^  and  the  black  Caya  Bey,  were  killed  in  the 
tiarge.  Osman  Bey  Berdici  and  Solyman  Aga  were 
-very  severely  wounded,  but  fortunately  recovered* 
l*he  survivors  were  then  taken  and  confined  on  board 
the  capitan  pacha^s  ship,  the  Sultan  Seh'm.  Imme- 
diately upon  the  above  transaction  being  made  known 
to  general  Hutchinson,  he  ordered  brigadier-general 
l^tuart,  at  the  bead  of  his  regiment,  and  with  guns  and 
lighted  matches,  to  proceed  to  the  Turkish  camp  oa  . 
the  eastward  of  Alexandria,  and  to  insist  upon  the  bo-^ 
4ies  of  the  beys  being  given  up  to  the  British.  This> 
after  some  hesitation,  was  acceded  to  by  the  capitan 
pacha,  and  the  remaining  beys  were  liberated  the  next 
iay,  and  sent  to  Alexandria,  where  the  bodies  of  those 
who  bad  been  slain  were  buried  by  the  British  army, 
Itith  all  possible  military  honours.  While  these  things 
were  passing  at  Alexandria,  the  grand  vizier,  by  pr^-^ 
aentsand  other  demonstrations  of  friendship,  having 
lulled  the  mametuke  beys  at  Cairo  into  perfect  securi*^ 
ty,. he  made,  on  the  20th  of  October^  an  attempt  to 
ieize  them.  Several  of  them  thus  fell  treacherously 
into  his  hands;  but  Selim  Bey,  and  a  party  of  his  offi^ 
eers  and  men,  effected  their  escape.  After  innumerar 
ble  hardships  and  difficulties,  they  arrived  at  Gi^ehV 
where  they  were  received  and  kindly  treated  by  the' 
Mmmandaut,  c^^lonel  Ramsay,     As  soon  as  general^ 
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flutchinson  was  made  acquaiated  with  this  transaction^ 
be  dispatched  brrgadter^general  Stuart  to  the  grand 
*Tizier  with  a  peremptory  letter^  insisting  on  the  un- 
conditional delivery  of  the  heyg  whom  he  kept  prison-* . 
ers  in  Cairo.  This  demand  was,  after  some  hesitation^ 
complied  with;  and  on  the  16th  of  November  the 
beys  came  into  Gizeh,  where  they  were  placed  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  army.  General  Hutchin* 
MB,  after  this  scancfalous  behaviour  of.  the  grand  vi* 
zier»  determined  to  bring  back  the  government  to  th^ 
strict  regulations  formed  for  it  by  Saiyman  the  Legis* 
lator,  in  1521.  He  directed  that  the  number  of  beys 
should  be  augmented  to  their  full  complement  of 
twenty*four;  that  the  capitan  pacha  should  be  the 
supreme  president  in  the  divan;  that  the  new-elected 
beys  should  be  subject  io  his  approval;  and  that  he 
should  ao  longer  remain  a  cypher  in  the  state^  but 
hare  an  army  under  his  command  sufficient  to  enforce 
bis  legal  authority.  Thus,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1802^  the  sovereignty  of  Egypt  was  restored 
by  the  valour  of  the  British  arms  to  its  ancient  privi- 
leges and  constitution,  under  the  nominal  dominion  of 
the  grand  seignior. 

Thus  terminated  the  European  v^r  in  Egypt,  And 
thus  ended  a  campaign  which  will  for  ever  reflect  the 
.brightest  glory  on  the  army  and  navy  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, whose  united  exertions  in  so  short  a  period  anni- 
hilated an  usurpation  as  dangerous  as  it  was  unjust 
and  unprecedented,  and  restored  the  sovereignty  of 
Egypt  to  its  ancient  constitution  and  government. 
That  the  policy  of  the  rulers  of  Francmvbo  sent  Bo- 
naparte on  this  expedition  led  him  to  seize  upon  this 
rich  and  extensive  domain,  with  a  view  to  reduce  it  to 
the  state  of  a  French  colony,  there  can  be  no  doubt ; 
because  we  have  seen  that  a  civil  establishment,  with 
all  the  subordinate  characters  necessary  for  such  a 
purpose,  was  absolutely  assigned.  The  great  object 
of  this  policy  was  not  only  the  acquisition  of  a  rich 
territory,  but  it  had  in  view  a  competitorship  with 
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Qreat  Briuio  in  her  East  ladian  commerce,  and  fioai^ 
\y,  perbapp^  tbe  conqufist  of  Hindoostan.  But  tbt 
arri^val  of  the  EDglish  forces  under  sir  Ralpb  Aber* 
erombie  900D  changed  tbe  scene;  for  tbough  tbf 
French  were  absolutely  piasters  of  tbe  countryj  aqd 
ftrongly  fortified^  they  wefe  in  a  short  time  cpmpeUe4 
to  subqQit,  and  yield  up  all  their  conquests  to  tbe 
British  forcjepj  ^ho  r^tpred  then^  to  the  rightful 
pwnpc«r 


CHAPTER   IX. 

EVER  since  the  treaty  of  Campo  Foroiio  bad  bees 
concluded^  a  congress  of  ministers  from  tbe  French 
directory  and  from  the  Qerman  prince?  hid  been  en^ 
deavouring  to  settle  finally  at  Rastadt  a  treaty  between 
France  and  tbe  German  states.  The  intended  opera? 
tions  bad  been  previously  arranged  between  tbe  empe<» 
ror  and  the  directory  in  tbe  secret  convention  of 
|;!ampo  Formio,  already  mentioned.  That  the  artaclea 
pf  this  convention  might  be  concealed,  tbe  French 
mtnisjters  at  Rastadt  formally  brought  forward  tbeir 
proposals  in  succession  for  the  discussion  of  the  Ger-* 
man  deputies.  The  French  demanded  that  tbe  Rhiae 
should  be  the  boundary  of  their  republic:  tbe  Ger* 
mans  resisted  this.  References  were  made  to  the  diet 
f  f  Ratisbon,  and  long  discussioqs  and  negociatioaa 
took  place  among  the  diflTerent  princes.  When  it  was 
found  that  little  was  to  be  expected  from  the  protec- 
tion of  Austria,  the  Germaq  deputies  at  Rastadt  were 
instructed  to  offer  oqe-half  pf  the  territory  demanded. 
This  offer  was  rejected,  and  new  oe^ociations  took 
place.  The  other  half  was  at  last  yielded  upi  and 
a  long  discussion  commenced  about  the  debts  due  by 
the  ceded  territory,  which  the  French  refused  to  pay. 
The  tolls  upon  the  river,  and  upon  the  rivers  flowing 
Into  the  Rhine,  also  gave  rise  tp  much  alteccatioo.  U 
^^s  pven  a  matter  of  po  small  difficuUyj  after  all,  to 
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fleiermine  tBe  precise  boundary  of  France;  wlietheif 
hit  territory  sbould  extend  to  tne  left  bank,  the  right 
bank^  or  the  fbalwag,  that  is,  the  middle  of  the  navi- 

8 able  channel  of  the  river.  These  discus^fions^  con^ 
ucted  with  endless  formality  and  procrastination^  still 
occupied  the  congress  at  Rastadt ;  but  it  became  gra* 
duaify  more  obvious  that  no  treaty  would  be  concluded 
it  that  place.  Austria  begaif  to  sti'en^hen  ber  ar« 
mies  in  all  quarters.  Russia^  that  had  hitherto  avoid* 
eA  any  itctive  interference^  produced  a  large  body  of 
troops  in  British  pay^  and  sent  them  towards  Ger* 
many.  Tfhe  king  of  Naples  prepared  for  war.  This 
hnpatlent  monarch,  resolving  to, attack  without  de- 
.lay  the  French  troops  who  occupied  the  Roman  terri- 
tory^ procured  general  Mack  and  other  officers  from 
(he  court  of  Vienna  to  assume  the  command  of  his 
rfirmy,  "Without  waiting,  however,  till  Austria  should 
Commence  hostilities  an^w,  he  rashly  began  the  war, 
alone  and  unaided,  excepting  by  the  British  fleet,  anj 
l!bus  drew  upon  himself  the  whole'  force  o^f  the  French! 
republic. 

However>  as  the  directory  did  not  suspect  such  con- 
duct  on  thie  part  of  this  prince,  they  were  unprepared  to 
fiieet  it;  and  when  general  Mack  entered  the  Romaa 
territory  at  the  head  of  forty-five  thousand  men,  th^i 
French  troops  in  that  quarter  were  unequal  to  tli^  con- 
iest  A  French  ambassador  resided  at  Naples  when  this 
^ent  took  place,  and  wair  was  not  declared.  When 
Championnet  complained  of  the  attack  made  upon  his 
(»osts  under  these  circumstances,  he  was  informed  in  b^ 
tetter  by  general  Mack,  that  the  king  t)f  Naples  had 
l^solved  to  take  possession  6f  the  Roman  territory, 
having  never  acknowledged  its  e^^fistence  as  a  republic. 
Re  therefore  required  the  French  quietly  to  deparl 
into  the  Cisaljiine  states;  declaring,  that  any  act  of 
Kostilky  crh  their  part,  or  their  entrance  into  the  terri- 
tory *of  Tuscany,  would  be  regarded  a^  a  declatalioa 
of  war.  €balnpionnet,  finding  himself  unable  to  re- 
sist the  force  now  brought  against  him,  evacuated 
Kotne.    Kfe  Icfftr^  hovvever,  a  garri^dn  |n  the  castle  of 
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St.  Angelo^  and  endeavoured  to  concentrate  whateyef 
troops  lie  could  hastily  collect  in  the  northern  extre- 
tnity  of  the  Roman  state.  Towards  the  end  of  Ko- 
vemher^  Mack  entered  Rome  without  opposition. 

Th^se  events  being  made  known  at  Paris,  war  was 
immediately  declared  against  the  kings  of  Naples  and 
Sardinia.  Joubert,  the  commander-in^hief  of  the 
army  of  Italy,  immediately  began  his  march  towards 
Piedmont  The  king  of  Sardinia,  who  had  made 
var  against  France,  died  of  grief  soon  after  the  con- 
clusion of  that  peace  which  left  his  person  and  states 
at  the  mercy  of  the  republic.  His  son  and  saccessor, 
Victor  Emanuel,  disheartened  at  the  miserable  pros- 
pects which  awaited  his  accession,  resigned  the  go- 
vernment into  the  hands  of  a  regency ;  but  was  after- 
wards obliged  to  conclude  an  offensive  and  defensive 
iLlliance  with  the  republicans,  and  give  them  posses- 
sion of  his  capital  as  a  pledge  of  fidelity.  The  pre- 
s'eht  occasion  was  eagerly  embraced  to  terminate  the 
political  existence  of  this  inoffensive  prince:  general 
Victor  entered  by  surprize  into  Novarra,  disarming  , 
the  Piedmontese  troops,  and  placing  garrisons  itk  all 
their  fortresses.  The  soldiery  would  have  resisted; 
but  their  efforts  were  prevented  by  the  formal  abdi« 
Cation  of  Victor  Emanuel,  which  being  signed  and 
dent  to  Joubert^  at  Chivasso,  on  the  9th  of  December, 
he  iitamediately  repaired  to  Turin,  and  compelled  the 
unfortunate  monarch  to  quit  his  capital  the  same 
ftight,  followed  by  his  family,  his  wife/  sister  of  tho 
iinfortunate  Louis  XVL  and  a  small  number  of  faith- 
ful adherents^  to  seek  shelter  in  the  island  of  Sardinia, 
the  spot  assigned  to  him  by  the  directory,  who  now 
published  a  declaration  of  their  motives  in  a  messaged 
to  the  councils.  His  dominions  Vfere  immediately  re**  * 
volutionized,  a  provisional  government  established  at 
Piedmont,  and  the  Sardinian  soldiers,  bavins  taken  an 
oath  of  fidelity  to  F^rance,  were  incorporated  with  th^ 
troops  of  that  nation. 

In  the  mean  time  the  contest  with  Naples  was  sooa 
decided*    Ths  Frenoh  on  their  retreat  were  much 
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harassed  bjr  the  people  of  the  country.  The  Neapo* 
litaa  troops  regarded  tbeni  with  sucb  aniinosity^  that 
they  scarcely  observed  the  rules  of  humanity  towards 
the  prisoners  who  fell  into  their  bands.  Even  their 
leaders  seemed  in  this  respect  to 'have  forgotten  the 
practice  of  nations;  for  when  Bouchard,  by  order  of 
general  Mack»  summoned  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo/he 
declared  that  he  would  consider  the  prisoners  of  war 
and  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  as  hostages  for  the  coo- 
duct  of  the  garrison;  and  that  for  every  gun  that 
should  be  fired  from  the  castle^  a  man  should  be  put 
to  death.  It  cannot  well  be  imagined  that  the  Nea^ 
politan  officers  would  bave  acted  in  this  manner,  had 
they  not  expected  support  from  the  immediate  co^ 
operation  of  Austrian  troops;  but  they  were  com- 
pletely  disappointed^  and  the  territory  of  Naples  soon  , 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  Such  was  the  dis* 
afiecttoo  or  cowardice  of  the  Neapolitan  trobps,  that 
tliey  were  beaten  by  one-four(h  of  their  number  ia 
different  .engagements,  at  Terni,  Porto  Fermo,  Civita 
Castellana,  Otricoli,  and  Calvi.  The  division  com- 
manded by  general  Mack  was  incapable  of  rallying 
after  the  first  defeat^  and  withdrew  in  disorder  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Naples.  Mack  beingjoined  by  count 
Roger  de  Dumas,  a  brave  and  intelligent  emigrant^ 
retired  behind  Capua,  while  the  king  of  Naples  quit- 
ted Rome  in  fifteen  days  after  his  triumphal  entry, 
and  Championnet  re-entered  the  city,  December  16^ 
1798.     . 

Instantly  the  republican  army  prepared  to  take  ad- 
TAQtage  of  the  terror  of  the  Neapolitans,  and  having 
compelled  them  to  quit  the  Roman  territory,  pursoed 
them  to  their  own.  The  right  wing,  under  Macdo* 
oald,  Matthiew,  and  Rey,  advanced  in  different  di- 
rections. The  latter,* being  joined  by  the  j^ounger 
Kellermann,  presented  himself  with  less  than  three 
thousand  men  before  Gaeta,  a  fortified  town  situated 
on  a  peuinsulA^  defended  by  four  thousand  Neapoli- 
'  tans,  vietuail^fpr  a  whole  year,  plentifully  supplied 
with  ammuoitioo,  an4  having  the  advantage  of  an 
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irpeo  sea>  eifber  for  duceour  or  esK^stpe^  jet,  witB  afl 
thete  advantages,  the  place  surrendered  at  tf rscrefioil 
off  the  firing  of  the  first  shot,  tley  naw  joined  Cbatti- 
pionnet  and  Macdonald  uitder  the  Trails  of  Capua^ 
^bere  they  summoned  Mack  to  surrender.  Having 
received  a  negative  answer,  Championnet  attacked  thef 
iforks,  but  was  repulsed  with  considerable  Tos^.  Af 
length  the  left  wing  of  the  French,  under  Le  Motnef 
arid  Dubem,  after  several  successes,  also  joibed  Cham- 
pfonn^t  before  Capua.  General  Serruriei'  at  tbe  ^me 
time  advancing  from  Modena,  entered  LuccH,  v^bere 
he  levied  a  contribution  of  two  millions,  (97,30Qf.) 
and  was  proceeding  to  Leglnirn ;  but  (be  NeapcMtant 
having  quilted  it,  and  the  French  not  choosing  to  te- 
0ew  the  quarrel  with  the  emperor  of  Germany,  whose 
interests  were  inseparably  connected  with  tbosi^  6f  (he 
grand  duke  of  Tuscanj,  he  was  ordered  to  take  a*  re* 
trograde  inarch. 

The  defence  of  Captia  was  now  ttie  only  ttmniniag 
resource  of  Naples.  The  king,  disheartened  b;  th^ 
baseness*  of  his  troops,  and  alarmed  af  fhe'neaf  ap-^' 
f  roach  of  the  French,  bad,  on  the  16th  of  December^ 
taken  refuge  on  board  lord  Nelson's  fleet,  after  causing 
the  maritime  arsenals,  and  all  the  ships  of  war  which' 
be  could  not  bring  avraj,  to  be  burnt.  After  expe* 
riencing  all  the  horrors  of  an  esterminating  warfare^ 
Md  seeing  pritace  Albert,  his  son,  who  watt  in  bir 
seventh  year,  expire  with  fatigue,  be  thought  himself 
fortunate  in  landing  safely  at  Palermo^  on  the  37th  of 
that  month. 

General  Mack,  having  collected  the  scattered  r^" 
tftauis  of  his  army,  Ktill  outnumbered  the  French,  and: 
feept  them  in  check  by  tbe  excellence  of  hiis  position, 
occupying  an  entrenched  camp  in  tbe  plain  of  Caserta/ 
with  the  Vulturno  in  front,  and  protectied  by  Capua, 
tfhteh  defends  the  passage  of  the  river.  The  French^ 
general,  in  tbe  mean  vt'hile,  found  himself  in  a  very' 
critical  situation:  ha  sustained  a  considerable  cbecK 
on  tbe  8tb  of  January,  1799,  in  an  attempt  upotv^ 
Capua,  a0d  war  destitattf  oi^  artillery  for^  a  regular 
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siege;  the  inrarrection  of  armed  peasants  from  Abruzr 
eo  to  Naples  iocessantly  harassed  him^  and  cut  off  his 
communications.  General  Rusca  had  been  made  pri* 
eoner  by  them ;  Rej  was  assassinated  by  a  woman  at 
Gaeta;  and  the  troops^  without  tents  or  sustenance^ 
were  perishing  with  cold  before  Capua.  From  this 
state  of  almost  inevitable  ruin^  prince  Pignatelli>  who, 
on  the  departure  of  the  king,  had  assumed  the  regen- 
cy under  the  title  of  captain-general  of  the  kingdom, 
relieved  them. '  He  had  long  been  soliciting  a  peace; 
and,  when  the  French  were  on  the  verge  of  despair, 
he  agreed,  as  the  price  of  a  suspension  of  arms,  to  de- 
liver into  their  hands  Capua,  which  was  the  key  of 
Naples,  with  its  magazines  and  stores,  and  all  the  ar<- 
tillery  of  Mack's  entrenched  camp.  He  also  agreed 
to  yield  up  the  whole  country  from  the  Mediterranean 
Co  the  mouth  of  the  Ofanto,  to  shut  the  ports  of  the 
kingdom  against  the  enenriies  of  France,  to  pay  tea 
millions  of  livres,  (437,500;.)  and  send  an  ambassador 
to  Paris  to  treat  for  a  definitive  peace.  General 
Mack,  the  officers  of  his  staff,  and  bis  whole  army, . 
vere  likewise  surrendered  to  the  French. 

There  had  long,  in  the  city  of  Naples,  existed  a 
body  of  persons  under  the  denomination  of  Lazzaron{, 
or  beggars,  amounting  to  the  incredible  number  of 
from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  men,  who  lived  in  idle- 
ness, subsisting  by  charity,  or  by  such  shifts  as  occa- 
sionally occurred  to  them.  One  of  their  most  usual 
means  was  by  menacing  the  state  with  an  insurrection^ 
in  case  their  wants  were  not  supplied,  which  usually 
drew  from  a  feeble  administration  liberal  distributions 
of  money  and  provisions.  On  the  present  occasion, 
they  demonstrated  abundance  of  loyalty;  but  the  king 
had  thought  fit  to  avoid  entrusting  his  safety  to  such 
defenders.  During  the  confusion  which  followed  the 
flight  of  the  court  and  the  approach  of  the  French 
army,  the  Lazzaroni  became  formidable,  and  put  them- 
iselves  in  martial  array,  requesting  prmce  Militorni  to 
lead  them  against  the  common  enemy;  but  he  at* 
Jbempted  in  vain  to  restrain  them.    They  declared  im- 
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placable  hostility  against  the  French,  and  all  the  ad* 
visers  of  the  armistice.  They  broke  open  the  prisons, 
put  to  death  all  vfho  were  confined  on  account  of  po* 
litical  offences,  and  spread  themseWes  over  the  citj  in 
search  of  those  persons  whora  they  considered  as  fa* 
Tourable  to  the  invaders,  whom  they  murdered,  and 
burnt  the  houses  of  the  disaffected. 

A  considerable  body  of  the  inhabitants,  who  thought 
themselves  in  the  greatest  danger,  made  an  attempt  to 
resist  their  fury  by  fortifying  the  convent  of  theCeles- 
tins,  and  retiring  thither;  but  the  Lazzaroni^  afler 
encountering  the  fire  of  cannon  and  rouiketry,  9.uc* 
ceeded  in  storming  the  place,  and  destroyed  all  who 
had  taken  refuge  there.  Their  power  and  fury  were 
now^  boundless,  and  the  city  became  a  scene  of  massa- 
cre and  pillage.  Prince  Militorni,  therefore,  went  to 
Capua,  and  requested  Championnet  to  rescue  Naples 
from  utter  ruin  by  occupying  it  with  his  army.  For 
this  purpose  it  was  agreed  that  a  column  of  French 
troops  should  secretly  advance  by  a  circuitous  march, 
and  suddenly  enter  the  city  from  the  opposite  quarter. 
But  before  this  plan  could  be  executed,  the  Lazzaroni 
bad  adopted  the  resolution  of  attacking  the  French 
within  the  fortifications  of  Capua.  Accordingly  two* 
thirds  of  them  marched  out  upon  this  enterprize,  and 
spent  the  19th  and  20th  of  January  in  attempting  to 
take  Capua  by  assault.  Multitudes  of  them  novv  pe? 
rished  by  the  artillery  of  the  place;  for  the  French, 
to  favour  the  capture  of  Naples  by  the  party  that  bad 
been  sent  for  that  purpose,  avpided  making  any  sally, 
and  remained  upon  the  defensive.  The  Lazzaroni 
before  Capua,  however,  having  learned  on  the  SIst 
that  a  French  column  had  marched  towards  Naples, 
suddenly  returned  to  the  assistance  of  their  brethren  in 
the  capital.  They  were  closely  pursued  by  the  French; 
but  they  had  leisure,  nevertheless,  to  barricade  the 
streets,  and  to  form  themselves  into  parties  for  the  de- 
fence of  different  quarters.  A  dreadful  and  sanguinary 
contest  ensued,  which  lasted  from  the  morning  of  the 
22d  to  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  January.    The  Laz* 
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t^Ltoni,  with  some  peasants  who  had  joined  thenUi  di«» 
puted  obstinately  every  spot  of  ground^  and  by  tbil 
energy  which  they  displayed^  cast  a  severe  reproach 
upon  the  feeble  and  unskilful  government,  which  had 
not  been  able  to  direct  in  a  better  manner  the  invinci-^ 
ble  courage  of  such  men.  At  length,  after  having  been 
driven  from  street  to  street,  the  Lazzaroni  rallied  for 
the  last  time  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  where  they 
were  nearly  exterminated.  The  inhabitants  rejoiced  on 
account  of  their  own  escape  from  immediate  ruin;  and 
while  the  French  armies  became  odious  in  all  the  other 
places  they  had  entered^  they  here  found  themselves^ 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  received  with  uih 
feigned  welcome,  in  a  city  which  holds  the  third  placd 
io  population  and  splendour  among  the  capitals  of 
^Europe.  But  its  peace  was  not  secured  by  this  rapid 
conquest  of  the  Neapolitan  territory,  the  victorious 
republicans  being  seriously  menaced  by  a  formidable 
army  from  Russia. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries  at  Rastadt  delivered 
a  note,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1799,  declaring,  that  if 
the  diet  of  Ratisbon  consented  to  the  entrance  of  Rus-^ 
sian  troops  on  the  territory  of  the  empire,  or  failed  ta 
oppose  it,  the  progress  of  the  Russian  army  would  be 
considered  as  a  violation  of  neutrality,  the  negociationg 
at  Rastadt  would  be  broken  off,  and  the  republic  and 
the  empire  replaced  on  the  same  footing  as  before  the 
signature  of  the  preliminaries  at  Leoben.  This  note 
producing  no  effect,  a  message  was  sent  by  thedirec*^ 
tory  to.  the  councils,  complaining  of  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  implicating  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany  his  brother,  and  announcing  that  the 
necessary  measures  were  already  adopted  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  state.  The  legislature  immediately  voted 
war  against  these  two  powers,  and  laws  were  formed 
for  giving  vigour  to  the  recruiting  by  conscription^ 
and  for  supplying  the  wants  of  the  forces. 

At  this  period,  when  the  fiames  of  war  were  (hui 
^kindled,  the  French  had  in  Europe  only  four  hun* 
^red  thousand  troops,  including  eighty  thousand  auii*' 
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Uaries^  to  contend  with  the  emperors  of  Germaoy  and 
Russia ;  to  defend  their  frontiers  and  conquests  froni 
Amsterdam  to  Naples^  a  space  of  two  thoxisand  miles; 
to  protect  their  coasts  and  those  of  their  allies,  from 
the  Texel  to  Bayonne;  to  keep  in  subjection  upwards 
#f  fort}'  millions  of  people;  to  defend  the  islands  of 
Corsica^  Malta,   and   Corfu;    and   maintain  internal 
tranquillity  in  France^  Holland,  and  the  conquered 
countries;  so  that  they  had  no  more. than  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  eflfectife  men  that  could 
be  spared  to  act  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  Italy. 
Massena,    with  forty-five  thousand   men,    occupied 
Switzerland  and  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  almost 
from  its  source  to  the  western  extremity  of  the  lake  of 
Constance,  and  from  that  point  both  banks  of  the 
river  to  Basle.     Between  this  -town  and  Dusseldorfl^ , 
sixty-five  thousand  troops  were  stationed  under  Jour« 
dan,  forming  what  was  called  the  army  of  Mentz. 
Upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  they  occupied  the 
fort  of  Kehl,  and  lined  the  left  bank  from  the  frontier 
of  Switzerland  to  Mentz;  whence  they  possessed  all 
the  country  on  the  two  banks  to  Dusseldorf,  where 
was  stationed  a  corps  of  twenty  thousand  men  under 
Bernadotte,  called  the  army  of  observation.     The 
French,  therefore,  had  only  a  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand men  to  carry  the  war  into  Germany,  to  repulse 
the  neutral  army  in  case  it  should  march  against  them^ 
and  to  keep  in  awe  Switzerland  and  all  the  countries 
between  the  Sarre  and  the  Moselle,  the  Roer  and  the 
Rhine. 

The  oflfensive  plans  of  the  directory  were  on  tbijK 
occasion  wisely  conceived  and  judiciously  executed: 
the  instant  invasion  of  the  hereditary  states,  and  a 
junction  of  their  armies  under  the  walls  of  Vienna^ 
was  immediately  decreed.  To  accomplish  these  ap- 
parently impossible  objects,  it  was  intended  that  the 
army  of  observation  should  take  possession  of  Philips-* 
burg,  the  only  fortress  in  the  power  of  the  imperialists 
on  the  Rhine;  that  the  army  of  Jourdan  should  cross 
the  river,  traverse  the  defiles  of  the  Black  Forest,  ex^^ 
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tend  itself  into  Suabia^  and  turn  the  lake  of  Constance 
and  the  southern  part  of  the  Tyrol ;  that  the  army  of 
Switzerland  should  drive  the  Austrians  from  the  coun- 
try of  the  Grisons,  attack  the  Tyrol  in  front,  and  seize 
the  valleys  of  the  Lech  and  the  Inn ;  while  the  army 
of  Italy  should  penetrate  into  Germany  either  tbroiigH 
the  Tyrol  or  the  Friuli.  In  this  case,  the  Austrians 
posted  upon  the  lake  of  Constance,  in  (he  county  of 
tfregentz  and  the  Grisons,  would  have  been  encom* 
passed  by  Jourdan  and  Massena;  and  those  Which 
defended  the  Italian  Tyrol  and  Veronese  would  have 
been  hemmed  in  between  the  armies  of  Switzerland 
and  Italy. 

The  Austrian  cabinet^  however,  rightly  judging 
that  hostilities  would  be  commenced  early  in  (he  sea- 
son>  accelerated  the  means  of  defence;  and  placing  the 
army  on  the  war  establishment  with  its  full  comple* 
mentj  dispatched  troops  to  occupy  th^  necessary  posi- 
tions as  early  as  the  month  of  'February.  The  arch- 
duke Charles  concentrated  more  than  sixty  thousand 
men  upon  the  Lech;  twenty  thousand  were  collected 
in  the  Palatinate  in  the  environs  of  Amberg,  or  at 
Wurtzburg,  under  general  Stzarray;  a  like  number 
was  stationed  in  the  Voralberg  and  in  the  Grisons, 
under  Hotze;  and  near  twenty-five  thousand,  com-^ 
manded  by  Bellegarde,  were  upon  the  iVontiers  of  the 
Grisons  and  the  Tyrol.  The  army  of  Italy  exceeded 
sixty  thousand;  part  was  upon  the  Adige,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  Friuli.  Thus  the  emperor  had  a 
hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  fighting*  men  to 
oppose  to  the  French,  ninety  thousand  of  whom  were 
in  a  situation  to  act  immediately  against  Jourdan  and 
Massena.  But  as  the  AuStrians  would  not,  incur  the 
odium -of  commencing  hostilities,  the)  French,  hoping 
to  raise  contributions  between  the  lake  of  Constance 
and  the  Mein,  directed  Jourdan  to  make  a  sudden  ir- 
ruption into  Germany,  without  any  previous  declara-- 
tion  of  war.  In  conformity  with  these  injunctions, 
on  the  1st  of  March,  1799^  that  general  passed  the 
Rhine  at  Kebl^  with  the  vanguard,  centre,  and  left 
3  C  2  wing, 
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wing^  ofhisaroiy;  vbile  general  Ferino  crossfledl  ttf" 
Huoingen  and  Basle  with  the  right,  and  plundered 
Itnd  over-ran  that  rich  valley,  advancing  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountains  vi^ith  which  it  is  encircled. 

On  the  day  following,  a  detachment  of  the  French 
lirmy  of  observation  obtained  possession  of  Manheim; 
^d  Bernadotte  invested  Philipsburg,  which,  in  com-* 
pliance  with  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  was  only 
garrisoned  with  two  thousand  troops,  commanded  by 
the  rhingrave  of  Salm.  The  rhingrave  beii^  sum* 
moned  to  surrender,  returned  a  spirited  refusal;  and 
ihe  French  were  compelled  to  turn  the  siege  into  a 
blockade. 

Jourdan's  right  wing,  commanded  by  Ferino,  pro- 
ceeded along  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  through  the 
jforest  towns;  the  centre  having  divided  itself  into 
two  columns,  one  of  which  advanced  by  the  valley  of 
Helle,  and  the  other,  accompanied  by  Jourdan  and 
bis  staff,  by  the  valley  of  Kinche,  arrived  on  the  left 
nod  right  banks  of  the  Danube ;  while  the  left  wing* 
under  Sr.  Cyr,  taking  the  road  to  Kniebis,  passed 
through  Frydenstadt,  traversed  the  duchy  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  and  in  a  short  time  reached  the  banks  of  the 
Necker.     While  Jourdan's  army  had  thus  advanced 
beyond  the  mountains  of  the  Black  Forest,  the  army 
of  observation  was  repairing  the  fortifications  of  Man«^ 
beim,  and  spreading  itself  into  the  country  of  Hesse 
parmstadt  and  the  Palatinate.     Rastadt,  where  the 
congress  was  yet  sitting,  was  declared  neutral;  and 
the  directory  changed  the  name  of  the  army  of  Meotz 
to  that  of  the  Danube,  and  appointed  Jourdan  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  three  armies  of  the  Lower 
Rhine,  Vpper  Rhine,  and  Switzerland;  Bernadotte, 
still  continuing  in  subordination  to  him,  to  lead  the 
army  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  Massena  thaf  of  Swit^ 
jserland. 

3efore  general  Massena  could  effect  a  junction  veith 
Jourdan  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  lake  of  Constance, 
be  was  obliged  to  encounter  the  Austrians,  pass  the 
fi^bin^  in  defi^pce  pf  their  opposition,  4riYe  them  from 
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Ibe  Grisons  and  the  Voralberg,  and  force  them  to  re* 
treat  into  the  Upper  Tyrol.     It  was  therefore  neces- 
aary  to  begin  his  attack  before  the  archduke  should 
have  time  to  oppose  the  march  of  JAurdan,  and  send 
leinforcements  to  the  lake  of  Constance.    The  Grisona 
having  placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  Aus-' 
tria,  a  corps  of  six  thousand  meuj  commanded  bj  ge* 
■eral  Auffenberg,  occupied  Chur,  Mayenfeld,  and  the 
fort  of  Luceinsteig,  communicating  along  the  left  bank 
#f  the  Rhine  with  the  army  of  HotzCj  which  was  part 
at  Feldkirch  and  part  at  Bregentz.     Having  assem- 
bled great  part  of  his  army  in  the  cantons  of  Glaris 
and  Appenze1>  Massena  took  post  along  the  left  bank 
#f  the  Rhine,  from  the  point  where  the  two  sources  of 
that  river  unite  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Constance,  and 
sent  a  summons  to  Auffenberg,  commanding  him  to 
^evacuate  the  Grisons  in  two  hours.     But  before  any 
answer  could  be  returned,  he  made  a  general  attack  oo 
the  Austrian  line,  directing  his  chief  efforts  against  the 
post  of  Steig.  The  Austrians,  though  inferior  in  num^ 
bers  and  unprepared  for  the  assault,  had  the  advan* 
tage  during  the  whole  day;  but  in  the  evening  the 
republicans  made  themselves  masters  of  the  passage 
and  fort  of  Luciensteig,  forded  the  Rhine  at  Hag,  and 
cut  off  the  communication  between  Hotze  and  Auffen** 
berg.     They  were  equally  successful  on  the  ensuing 
day,  the  7th  of  March,  obliging  Auffenberg  to  retreat 
towards  Chur,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner  with  all 
his  army,  and  Hotze  to  return  to  Feldkirch.   The  loss 
ef  the  Austrians  during  these  two  days  was  estimated 
at  twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon,  and  five  thousand  men 
killed,  beside  great  numbers  who  were  taken  prison* 
ers;  while  that  of  the  French  was  estimated  by  the 
Crermans  at  four  thousand  killed  and  seven  hundred 
prisoners. 

Massena  declared  by  proclamation,  that  he  would 
evacuate  the  Grisons  whenever  the  court  of  Vienna 
should  withdraw  its  troops;  and  promised  to  respect 
personal  liberty,  property,  and  opinions,  both  religious 
imd  politicaL    These  assurances  were  followed  by  a 
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complete  reyoIutioD  in  the  country^  and  a  transfer  of 
the  government  to  some  expelled  patriots^  who,  re-« 
turning  with  tbe  French  arm j,  proclaimed  their  senti-*. 
ments  as  the  wishes  of  the  whoje  Grisons.     Masseoa 
then  directed  a  detachment  from  the  Valteline  and  the 
Italian  bailiwicks  to  attack  the  southern  country  of 
the  Grisons,  while  he  should  direct  his  force  against 
the  Voralberg.    His  right  wing^  under  Lecourbe^  was 
to  act  between  the  two/  assailing  tbe  west  side  of  the 
Tyrol,  into  which  he  hoped  to  penetrate  by  tbe  valleys 
of  tbe  Rhine,  tbe  Inn,  and  the  Adige.     The  execution 
of  this  plan  was  commenced  by  an  attack  on  Feidkircb; 
but  after  repeated  assaults  during  two  days,  March  14 
and  15,  the  French  were  obliged  to  retreat  with  sp. 
great  a  loss,  that  the  directory  never  published  Mas- 
sena's  dispatches.     Lecourbe  was  more  successful;  he 
gained  possession  of  almost  all  the  valley  of  tbe  Upper 
snd  Lower  Engadine,  atid  took  many  prisoners;  oor 
were. bis  further  proceedings  materially  impeded  by 
an  attack  which  general  Loudon  made  on  the  villages 
of  Schuiz  and  Zernetz.     Desolles,  after  an  obstinate 
contest  of  two  days,  drove  the  Austrians  from  tbe  val* 
ley  of  Bornico;  and  now  Lecourbe  was  repulsed  in  a 
new  attack  on  the  village  of  Martinsbruck.     Thus 
impeded,  Lecourbe  was  obliged  to  assume  new  mea- 
sures, and  delay  tbe  invasion  of  tbe  Tyrol  for  some 
days. 

While  these  things  were  transacting,,  the  archduke 
having  received  information  of  the  passing  of  tbe 
Rhine  by  the  French,  caused  his  own  army  to  pass 
the  Lech,  and  take  possession  of  Ulm.  Jourdan  for 
some  time  remained  stationary,  while  bis  opponent 
gained  possession  of  the  line  of  Bregen(z>  Lindau,  Ra- 
▼ensberg,  Riberach,  and  Ulm,  thus  rendering  it  im« 
possible  for  the  French  to  gain  the  flank  of  the  Tyrol 
by  mere  marches.  At  length  Jourdan  put  his  troops 
in  motion,  and,  in  order  to  concentrate  the  force  of  the 
armies  of  Helvetia  and  the  Danube,  he  occupied  posi- 
tions nea^  Stockach.  The  archduke  having  brought 
his  main  army,  pushed  some  parties  as  far  as  that 
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place;  but,  on  meeting  the  French  outposts^  thej 
tvithdrew  without  hostilities.  Jourd&n  was  desirouf 
to  get  between  the  archduke  and  general  Hotze,  while 
the  prince  aimed  at  separating  Jourdan  from  Mas- 
sena;  but  neither  could  obtain  his  end  without  fightr, 
ingj  and  both  prepared  for  action.  Jourdan  concerted, 
a  plan  of  attack  with  Massena;  and  the  archduke 
having  sent  reinforcements  to  Hotze«  went  in  person  to 
inspect  his  position,  and  strengthened  his  communica- 
tion. 

After  driving  in  the  French  advanced  posts>  the 
archduke  gained  the  heights  and  bridge  of  Ostrach^ 
and  compelled  the  centre  of  the  French  to  fall  back  to 
Pfullendorf,  the  right  to  Palmensweiller,  and  the 
left  to  the  Danube,  gaining  a  position  in  the  same 
line.  The  archduke  would  have  renewed  the  attack; 
but  Jourdan  retired  towards  Stockach,  and  established 
his  right  at  Hohentweil,  his  centre  in  front  of  Engeo, 
where  he  had  his  head*quarters,  and  his  left  on  the 
heights  of  Tutlingen,  near  the  Danube.  The  impe* 
rialists  pursued,  and,  after  several  skirmishes,  occupied 
a  well  chosen  position  in  the  rear  of  Stockach.  While 
the  archduke  was  emplojing  judicious  efforts  to  ren* 
der  his  situation  more  tenable,  Jourdan  was  preparing 
to  take  advantage  of  its  defects,  and  hoped  to  repair 
by  a  decisive  victory  the  effects  of  those  disasters  which 
had  prevented  his  junction  with  Massena  beyond  the 
lake  of  Constance. 

The  battle  of  Stockach  was  fought  on  the  25th  of 
March.  Jourdan  divided  his  army  into  three  columns^ 
and  at  day-break  assailed  the  imperialists  at  Steizlin* 
gen,  Aacb,  and  Lyptingen.  St.  Cyr  began  the  action 
by  defeating  at  the  latter  post  Meerfield's  vanguards 
and  obliging  it  to  fall  back  as  far  as  the  woods  in 
front  of  Stockach;  while  the  other  divisions  came  into 
action  with  eY)ual  spirit,  though  not  with  equal  effect. 
The  arrangements  made  by  tire  archduke,  seconded 
by  the  heroism  of  some  chosen  Austrian  regiments^ 
•topped  for  a  while  the  progress  of  the  French,  who 
retreated  occasionally  only  to  return  with  additional 
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f  o  the  charge.  The  infantry  of  the  two  armies  strnga^ 
gled  foi"  a  long  time  with  rival  obstinacj,  and  the  car* 
nage  was  great  on  both  sides.  Still  victory  remained 
undecided^  till  the  archduke  caused  some  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  which  had  been  detached  from  the  left 
wing,  io  make  an  attack  upon  the  left  of  the  Tutlingen 
voad.  These  battalions,  advancing  through  a  shower 
of  grape-shot  to  the  point  of  the  wood  occupied  by 
the  French,  took  them  in  flank,  and  made  a  whole 
brigade  prisoners.  This  vigorous  movement,  support^ 
isd  by  the  co-operation  or  the  columns  already  en- 
gaged, decided  the  day  in  favour  of  the  imperialists^ 
The  French,  driven  from  the  wood,  gave  way  on  all 
sides^  and  were  pursued  upon  the  road  to  Lyptingen. 
The  night  was  passed  on  both  sides  nearly  upon  the 
same  ground  which  bad  been  occupied  before  the  bat* 
lie,  and  theFceiich  retained  their  prisoners,  four  thou- 
sand in  number.;)  On  these  circumstances  Jourdam 
claimed  the  victory,  though  he  was  obliged  to  seek 
shelter  in  the  defifes  of  the  Black  Forest,  where  som^ 
misunderstandings  prevailing  in  his  army,  he  repaired 
to  Paris  to  consiilt  the  higher  powers. 

On  the  day  of  his  departure,  April  3,  the  French 
camp  was  surprized  at  noon,  and  the  Austrians  had 
searly  possessed  themselves  of  the  head- quarters..  £r- 
oouf,  Jourdan's  successor,  began  a  further  retreat,  and 
in  a  few  days  Suabia  was  almost  entirely  evacuated. 
The  archduke  remained  with  the  greater  part  of  his 
force  near  the  lake  of  Constance,  making  vigorous 
preparations  for  gaining  possession  of  the  Swiss  can* 
tons. 

Foiled  in  (heir  endeavours  to  penetrate  into  tfta 
north  of  the  Tyrol,  the  French  considered  it  the  more 
necessary  for  their  right  wing  to  force  its  way  into  the 
west  of  that  province.  DesoUes  therefore .  marched 
against  Monster  and  Taufers,  and  Lecourbe  against 
the  post  of  Martinsbruck.  Both  of  them  were  com- 
pletely successful;  and  the  Austrians,  attacked  on  their 
right  from  Innthal  and  on  their  left  from  Munsterthal^ 
SLod  turned  at  the  same  time  hj  a  French  ecJiinm 
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^bieh  fell  upoD  their  rear>  were  in  torn  defeated^  and 
obliged  to  retaieat  as  rapidly  as  possible  over  mouth 
tains  abd  precipices  before  considered  as  impassable. 
Leeottrbe  thus  became  master  of  Naiiders>  and  De^ 
ablles  of  Olurens,  which  wns  reduced  to  ashes.  The 
Anstrians  lost  upwards  of  three  thousand  five  huir- 
dred  men,  and  twenty-flve  pieces  of  cannon* 

The  campaign  of  1799  in  Italy  had  not  commenced 
at  so  early  a  period  as  in  other  quarters.    The  French 
possessed  the  whole  of  that  fine  country^  except  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Venice  which  had  been  ceded  to 
the  emperor  by  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formioj  they, 
held  the  duchy  of  Parma,  Tuscany,  and  nearly  halC 
the  kingdom  of  Naples.     Their  force  consisted  of 
about  eighty  thousand  French  soldiers,  and  more  thaii 
fifty  thousand  Poles^  Swiss,  Piedmpntese,  Genoese, 
Romans,  and  Neapolitans,  dispersed  from  the  frontier 
of  Piedmont  to  that  of  Calabria.    These  were  divided 
into  two  bodies;  one  of  which,  called  the  army  of 
Italy^  and  composed  of  ninety  thousand  men,  occupy- 
ing the  Modenese,  the  Milanese,  and  the  Yaltetinej 
and  the  countries  of  firescia,  Bergamo,  and  Mantua; 
ecfuld  only  spare  fifty  thousand  to  be  employed  in  ad- 
tive  operations.     It  was  in  cantonments  on  the  banU 
of  the  lake  of  Oarda,  the  Mincio,  and  the  Po,  from 
the  frontier  of  Tyrol  to  the  mouth  of  the  last-mention- 
ed river.     The  remaining  forty  thousand  formed  the 
army  of  Naples,  occupying  the  capital  add  cowquered 
part  of  his  Sicilian  majesty's  domintooSi  Rome,  and 
the  states  of  the  church.    Though  opposed  by  no  re- 
gular troops,  it  had,  on  one  side,  to*  guard  against  the 
population  of  Naples/  and,  oil  another,  to, combat  thef 
'  inhabitants  of  Calabria,  Basilicata,  Tarentese,  Puglia; 
srild  tff  all  the  provinces  situated  to  the  south  and-ea8^ 
<if  these,  Abru^zo,  and  Benevento;  v^ho,  led  by  car- 
dinal Ruflo;  at  onccf  a  priest,  a  politicfan,  and  a  war<- 
Hor>  had  risen  in  ^ast  numbers,  and  taken  arms  in  fa^ 
tour  of  the  Sicilian  monarch.    On  a  third  side,  the 

tme  mtmy  liad  to  defend  itself  against  th^  insurrei- 
VmLh    No.XVU.       3Dr  fiona 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SM     -.  MBMOiftS  OF  ftOMjitAtTB  AK^  HltTOXt  OF 

tioos  in  a  great  part  of  tbe  slates  of  the  churcb»  yrhiA 
were  ofteo  checked^  but  De\er  totally  suppressed. 

Tbe  line  of  tbe  Adige  was  occupied  by  tbe  Austriatt 
mrmy^  parallel  to  that  of  the  French^  eitendrng  from 
the  Italian  T^rol  beyond  R(»%igo.  About  thirty  thou<^ 
sand  men  were  distributed  along  this  line;  while  tbe 
army  of  reserve^  consistioj^  of  nearly  the  same  number^ 
was  cantoned  in  tbe  Trevisano^  Friuli,  and  Caroiola^ 
AH  these  troops  were  under  the  orders  of  geoend 
Kray«  until.  Alf^las  should  arrive  to  take  the  chief 
command*  y- 

As;to  the  comparative  forces  and  poskioBs>  k  ap^ 
pears  that  the  French  were  greatly  superior,  but  the 
Austriaos  had  their  forces  concentrated  upon  a  short 
line,  and  could  not  be  attacked  but  upon  that  line; 
while  tbe  French  and  their  auxiliaries,  scattered  orer 
the  surface  of  Italyj  from  tbe  foot  of  the  Alps  to  the 
gulpbs  of  Naples  and  Manfredooia,  had  constantly  to 
keep  in  sui^ection  and  often  to  combat  a  population 
of  above iea  millions  of  people;  and  were  oUiged  to 

Suard  the  coasts  of  tbe  Mediterranean  and  of  the 
.driatic^  ^pon  which  hostile  troops  might  at  any  time 
be  lamfed  from  the  English,  Russian,  and  Turkish 
fleets,  which  held  the  dominion  of  the  two  seas;  block- 
ed upvtbe  forts  of  Corfu,  Ancona,  and  Malta;  and 
.frequently  appeared  before  those  of  Leghorn,  Civita 
Yeeebia,  and  Naples.  It  may  the»  be  said,  that  the 
Austrians,  concentrated  in  a  goo4  poskion^  having 
their.Jkft  upon  the  Adriatic  and  thejr  right  upon  the 
.Alp%  communicating  with  tbe  army  of  tbe  Tyrol, 
from  «*bich  they  could  receive  succours,  and  having 
only  to  oppose  tbe  enemy  in  their  fronty  possessed  1^ 
far  tbe  greatest  relative  superiority. 

At  iengtbr  tbe  French  armies  of  the  Danube  and 
Svvitzerland  having  gained  the  positions  which  were 
judged  most  favowafble,  that  of  Italy,  hi  order  to  co* 
operate,  was  formed  in  six  divisions,  consisting  of  for- 
ty-five thousand  men,  and  put  in  motion  oo  the  S6th: 
of  March.    The  left/  composed  of  three  divisjons  ua- 
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4er  Massenftj  and  supported  bj  an  armed  flotilla  on 
Ae  lake  of  6arda»  drove  the  imperialists  from  tbe 
heights  between  the  lake  and  the  Adige;  carried  the 
entrenched  camp  of  Pastrengo;  took  four  thousand 
prisoners^  killing  and  wounding  nearly  as  many  more; 
and^  passing  the  Adige  at  Poloj  spread  tbemselfes  on 
Ihe  left  bank  both  towards  Verona  and  the  Tyrol,  cuf- 
fing the  line  by  which  the  Austrians  maintained  the 
communication  from  the  Upper  ta  tbe  Lower  Adige. 
The  centre  of  the  republicans  was  composed  of  two 
divisions  and  a  corps  de  reserve,  led  by  Scherer  in  per- 
son, and  animated  to  vigorous  exertion  by  a  promise 
of  the  pillage  of  Verona.  They  were  resisted  with 
great  spirit  by  general  Kraim,  whose  forces  were 

Sreatly  superior;  and,  at  the  close  of  a  hard-fought 
ay,  no  material  advantage  resulted  to  the  republicans 
from  the  attack.  The  remaining  division,  which  com- 
posed the  right  of  the  French  army,  was  ordered  to 
Vurn  Legnano;  but  the  resistance  made  by  the  Aus- 
trians afforded  time  for  the  arrival  of  a  corps  de  re- 
ferve,  when  Kray  in  turn  became  the  assailant,  and 
put  the  republicans  to  the  rout,  with  the  loss  of  two 
thousand  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  six  hundred 
prisoners.  This  success  would  have  enabled  Kray  to 
advance  against  Mantua,  but  the  progress  of  tbe  other 
French  armies  obliged  him  to  send  reinforcements  to 
Verona ;  and,  after  some  partial  skirmishes,  both  par*^ 
ties  agreed  to  a  suspension  of  arms  oq  the  90th,  for 
the  purpose  of  burying  their  dead,  who,  having  mq 
on  the  field  since  the  @8tb^  began  to  infect  the  air. 

Several  partial  actions  occupied  the  ensuing  days, 
which  were  sometimes  favourable  to  the  Austrians, 
and  sometimes  the  French:  at  length  general  Scherer^ 
alarmed  by  the  increasing  dangers  of  his  position,  and 
knowing  that  twenty-three  thousand  repiiblipan  nuxi- 
liaries  were  hourly  expected:  to  arrive,  resolved  Qi| 
making  a  vigorous  effort  to  drive  tbe  imperialist  Ite* 
yomi  the  Adige,  and  to  establish  himself  oq  the  other 
side  of  tfit^t  river.  At  the  same  time  geqeral  l^ri^y  had 
formed  a  project  for  forcing  the  French  to  eross  the 

3  D  f  Mincio. 
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Mineia.  Both  armies  moved  m  the  5th  of  April 
to  execute  tbeir  respective  plans;  they  eocouiiteced 
<Bach  other  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  main- 
tained a  furious  contest,  which  did  not  'terminate  till 
aix  in  the  evening.  The  French  mustered  only  thirty* 
aix  thousand  men>  while  the  Austrians  had  forty* five 
thousand;  but  for  the  first  two  hours  the  jrepiiblican^ 
ha4  every  appearapce  of  aucpess.  The  Austriana^ 
however,  brought  up  their  reserve^^  which  consisted  or 
ten  thousand  men,  and  finally  put  their  opponents  iq 
dight  in  every  direction,  They  took  seventeen  piecef 
of.  cannon,  and  three  thousand  prisoners;  the  French 
^Iso  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  three  thoujwid  fivo 
hundred  men;  and  the  Austrians  nearly  an  equaj  qum- 
her.  In  the  evening  general  Kray  established  a  line 
of  observation  from  Xecco  to  Veleggio,  aixd  took  the 
French  fortified  caoup  at^MagoanOj  froo^  vUn^h  the 
l^attle  derives  its  nam^. 

WbeA  general  i$Lray  bad  thus  successfully  ,signal^e4 
himself  and  his  army,  though  they  w^re.  cop^asedly 
greatly  f uperior  to  the  French  in  numbfrsif^  general 
J^elas  arrived  on  the  10th  c|f  April  to  assume  the 
<;ommaod^  i^nd  sent  his  v^gtiard  over  the  Afincio  ta 
occupy  the  approaches  .tp  Peschiera,  while  on  the  left 
Klen^il  pushed  on  to  the  vicinity  of  Manjyoa*  Mciks 
ipras  Qot,  however,  sufficiently  strong  to  adyaoce  bif 
main  body  beyond  the  Mincio,  and  blockade  tbQse-.twe 
fortresses^  but  was  soon  reijofprced  by  tt^  arrival  qf 
the  Ru8stai9  troops  at  Verona.  He  t^en  Ip^  no  tiim> 
in  parsing  the  river,  and  whi^  encamped  ne^  Camrj 
pagBola  was  joined  by  the  Russian  ai^my  aj^dihy  field- 
inarshai  Suwarrow,  whQ  assume^the  chief  i^x>nkiua|i4 
of  the  troops  of  the  two  emperors,  aqorouptiog.to  six^ty 
thousan4  men,  besides  the  corps  detached  Qu  4hetr 
jB^nks.    The  celebrity  of  this  commander  coosiste4 

SrincipaJly  in  the  propiptitude  ^ith  ytihicb  be  formed 
is  planfx  and  the  rapidity  with  ^(rhich  be  carried  theo| 
into  executipiy;  but  be  ^as  saidtto  be  extremely  ccoef 
find  blood-thirsty :  witness  the  m^uisacres  |tt  Ocs^ako^Wi 
Ifmailoj  9Qd  Pragii;  at  which  letter  place^  ti^n  hourf 
^ after 
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after  it  had  sunrendered^  be  gave  it  up  to  pillffge^  and 
ordered  an  undistinguisbed  massacre  of  the  iobabi- 
taots;  ia  excuse  for  whicb  it  was  said«  tbat  be  gave 
tbe  order — when  be  was  io  a  state  of  inebriation !  He 
aeldom  lost  time  by  inaction^  and  baving  alloted  nearly 
twenty  thousand  men  to  tbe  blockades  of  Pescbiera 
and  Mantua,  wbich  were  soon  to  be  regularly  be* 
aieged,  and  eommitted^  the  charge  of  that  service  ip 
general  Kray«  be  made  provision  against  all  contin* 
gencies  which  might  impede  bis  progress,  and  set  for- 
ward  iq  pursuit  of  the  republicans. 

The  war  having  now  become  inevitable^  the  FrencJi 
plenipotentiaries  at  Rastadt^  on  tbe  19th  of  Aprilj  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  directory  to  retire  to  Strasburg^. 
and  invite  all  the  ministers  of  princes  of  the  empire 
who  were  willing  ta  conclude  separate  treaties  with 
the  republic  to  attend  them.  Their  retreat  was  more 
urgent^  as,  after  tbe  defeat  of  Jourdan,  a  detachment 
from  the  archduke's  army  h^d  been  sent  to  occupy 
jRAstadt.  The  French  ministers  therefore  declar^« 
by  an  oifficial  notie>  their  intention  of  departing  on  tbi) 
^^th.  Tbe  three  plenipotentiaries.  Bonnier.  Rober- 
jot>  and  Jean  Debry,  were  in  carriages:  tbe  wife  of 
\Roberjot,  and  tbe  wife  and  daughters  of  Jean  Qebry^ 
were  with  them;  and  they  were  attended  by  the  minis* 
ter  of  tbe  Cisalpine  republic.  When  they  bad , ad- 
vanced a  short  distance  from  Rastadt,  they  were  met 
hy  about  fifty  hussars  of  the  Austrian  regiment  of 
Szeckler,  who  made  the  carriages  halt,  and  advancing 
to  the  first  of  them^  containing  Jean  Debry^  demanded 
his  name.  He  told  them,  and  added  tbat  be  was  a 
French  minister  returning  to  France.  On  receiving 
this  answer,  they  immediately  tore  him  from  bis  car- 
riage, wounded  bim  in  several  places  with  their  sabres^ 
and  cast  him  into  a  ditch,  on  the  supposition  tbat  be 
was  killed.  They  treated  in  the  same  manner  tbe  two 
other  ambassadors.  Bonnier  and  Roberjot^  whom  they 
murdered  upon  the  spot.  They  offered  no  violence, 
however,  to  tbe  rest  of  the  company,  who  were  al- 
lowed to  return  to  Rastadt;  but  they  robbed  tbe  car- 
riages 
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rii^s  of  whatever  effects  they  contained,  and  the  pa* 
pers  of  the  ambassadors  were  conveyed  to  the  Aus^ 
trian  commander.  Afler  the  departure  of  the  soldiert^ 
and  the  return  of  the  carriages  to  Rastadt,  Jean  Dehry 
wandered  ahout  the  woods  all  night,  hieeding  at  every 
wound,  and  got  back  to  Rststadt  on  the  following 
day.  He  claimed  the  papers  belonging  to  the  lega-« 
tion  from  the  Austrian  commanderj  but  they  were  re« 
fused. 

During  the  long  period  that  the  conp^ress  had  sat^ 
Rastadt  and  its.vicinity  had  been  occupied  by  French 
troops,  and  it  was  only  a  few  days  since  that  the  Au^- 
trians  bid  obtain^  possession  of  it.  This  event,  there* 
Ibre,  cast  a  most  aevere  reproach  upon  the  discipline 
of  the  Austrian  army.  The  archduke  Charles  hastened 
to  disclaim  all  knowledge  of  the  transaction  in  a  letter 
to  Massena;  but  the  French  directory  made  use  of  it 
to  rouse  the  resientment  of  the  nation,  and  addressed 
to  the- two  councils,  on  the  5th  of  May,  a  message  in 
which  they  ascribe  it  to  a  deliberate  purpose  on  the 
part  of  the  Austrian  government  to  insult  France  by 
the  assassination  of  her  ambassadors. 

The  French  general  Soberer  in  the  mean  while  con* 
tinned  bis  retreat,  passing  the  Adda  on  the  1 9th  of 
April,  1799,  while  his  right  approached  Brescia  by 
an  oblique  movement.  The  allies  pursued  him  step 
by  step,  and  in  an  action  near  Cremona,  on  the  29tbj 
where  the  Russians  first  gave  battle  to  the  French,  the 
fear-guard  of  the  latter  was  defeated  with  the  loss  of 
four  hundred  prisoners.  This  affair  was  followed  by 
the  capture  of  Brescia,  which  yielded  to  the  united 
army  in  six  hours,  with  forty-four  pieces  of  cannon^ 
and  a  large  quantity  of  warlike  stores  and  provisions. 
Encouraged  by  these  partial  victories,  the  people  of 
Italy  gave  way  to  sentiments  of  revefhge  against  all  the 
adherents  of  the  republicans,  and  compelled  them  to 
take  refuge  in  garrison  towns.  Scherer  found  himself 
still  obliged  to  retreat^  that  he  might  secure^the  fortir 
fied  places  of  Piedmont,  and  meet  the  reinforcements 
expected  from  Switzerland  and  France.    But  from  bis 
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iM  soteeM  be  was  now  deprived  of  his  command^  beis^ 
superseded  bj  Moreau ;  aod  the  armj  of  Naples  was 
directed  to  eTacnate  that  country,  and  join  the  troops 
on  the  baoks  af  the  Acfda. 

Havinj^  passed  the  Oglio,  the  allies. reached  tlio 
banks  of  the  Adda>  and  encamped  opposite  Cassano> 
with  a  colamn  between  Brivio  and  Lecco.  Two  days 
were  spent  in  repose,  previous  to  a  grand  exploit 
which  Suwarrow  had  in  contemplation.  The  French 
were  placed  in  front  of  the  allies,  the  head-quarters  of 
Aloreau  being  at  Inzago,  the  t^te  de  pont  at  Cassano 
strongly  entrenched  and  protected  by  artillery,  rifle^ 
men,  and  batteries,  the  right  wing  guarding  the  coursa 
of  the  Adda,  with  its  main  body  at  Lodi  and  Pizsi*^ 
ghitoM.  Suwarrow  found  it  necessary  to  force  this 
linCj  in  order  to  enter  the  Milanese;  by  his  directions, 
therefore,  general  Wuckassowich  seized  a  flying  bridge 
from  the  ^nch,  and  crossing  the  river  with  four  bat^ 
talions,  took  a  position  at  Brivio.  On  the  centre,  the 
marquis  do  Cbasteller,  with  equal  intrepidity  and 
judgement, .  threw  a  bridge  over  the  river  apposite 
frezzo;  aod  the  light  troops  having  crossed  before 
the  republicans  were  aware  of  the  movement,  fell  on 
•Serrurier's  division,  and  drove  it  to  Pozzo.  The  noise 
of  this  attack  drew  general  Grenier  to  the  spot,  and 
an  obstinate  battle  ensued,  in  which  the  allies  were 
nearly  overpowered,  till  reinibrcements  passing  the 
.river  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day,  and  the  French, 
'  after  rallying  several  times,  were  driven  with  great 
loss  to  Gorgonzello,  This  was  called  the  battle  of 
Gassano,  fought  on  the  27th  of  April.  Melas  having 
crossed  the  Ritorto,  and  possessed  himself  of  the  t£te 
de  pont  at  Cassano,  passed  the  Adda,  and  joined  Su- 
v^arrow  at  Gorgonzello;  from  which  place  therepub^ 
licans  had  retreated  towards  Milan,  secure  from  put* 
suit  only  through  the  darkness  of  the  nights 

On  the  28th,  general  Melas,  whose  troops  were  Teil 

exhausted  than  the  Russians,  marched  without  oppo-^ 

sition  to  Milan,  which  opened  its  gates  to  the  victors. 

Suwarrow  amved  the  same  night  witk.  aU  bis  staff. 

'^^  General 
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General  Wuckasso^iricb*  by  surprrizing  the  paatage  of 
Ibe  Adda  at  Brivio,  bad  cut  off  tbe  line  of  cOB(iiiiua»» 
catioQ  between  tbe  centre  and  left  of  tbe  repabltcait 
army.  On  the  enguing  day  be  proceed^  iA  oi*:oikiiter 
£errori«r,  wboj  Mritb  Uiree  tbousand  meii,  waa  atrmig* 
ly  entrencbed  at  Verderio.  Tbe  first  attack. was  uih 
aiieees^ful;  but  the  Auatriaos  baviog  made  prepars* 
tions  to  surround  the  French,  Serrurier  capitulated, 
and  the  whole  division  yielded  tbemsehes  priaooers  of 
war.  Tbe  brave  old  general,  however,  obtained  for 
Umself  and  bia  officers  permiHioo  to  retire  to  C^raoce, 
mi  condition  of  not  serving  again  till  exchanged. 

Tbe  arcbduke  Charles^  after  securing  Sliabia  by  m 
chain  of  posts  along  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  to  near 
thci  Necker.  directed  bis  efforts  tojnrards  the  iovasios 
of  Switzerland.  When  arrived  on  tbe  frontiers  of 
Schauffbausen^  he  addressed  a  proclamation  to  the 
people,  disavowing  all  intentions  of  dismembering  or 
plundering  tbe  country,  and  promising  on  behalf  of 
the  emperor  the  maintenance  of  tbe  ancient  friendly 
connection  with  tbe  cantons,  and  tbe  preservation  to 
Switaerland  of  her  independence,  her  privileges,  and 
her  possessions*  He  surrounded  the  city  of  Schaff-* 
bausen  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  the  governor  re^ 
fusing  to  capitttlate,  he  forced  tbe  gate^  and  compel*- 
led  the  French  to  repass  the  Rhine,  with  the  loss  of 
several  hundred  men  and  seveoteen  pieces  of  cannon^ 
In  their  retreat  the  republicans  destroyed  the  fkmou^ 
bridge  of  Schaffliausen,  that  wonderful  monument  of 
nntanght  genius,  by  setting  fire  to  it*» 

H 

^  Although  stone  ^tdges  are  unqcre8tioniJ)Iy  the  mort  perma^ 
ietit,  yet  a  remarkabfc  icistamce  to  the  contrary  was  experienceif 
at.^chaffbatiseft)  which  comaiunicated  with  the  rest  of  Swiderlaaif 
«aiy  by  a  bri<i§e  across  the  Rhine*  At  this  ptatte  the  Rhine  is  ea-' 
teedlogly  rapid,  and  seterat  stone  bridges,  erected  by  arelutects  af 
known  ability,  had  beea  repeatedly  swept  away  by  the  torrent. 
In  consequence  of  this,  a  carpenter  of  Appenzel,  named  tJlri^' 
Grubeninan,  offered  to  erect  a  timber  bridge  un  (he  same  spot,' 
Kfhich  should  overcome  every  difficulty,  and  endure  longer  tibsta^ 
any  stoflie  bridge  whatever.    He  (are  ta  hU  plan  to  arcct  it  onlf\ 
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:  tt  being  ncfw^tbi^  province  of  the  allies  to  act  on  the 
offensive^,  they  found  it  necessary  to  combine  plans  of 
fe^ectuai  bo-operation.  Hotze  and  Bellegarde  formea 
ft  project  tiir  a  general  attack  on  all  the  positions  oc- 
cupied by  the  French  in  the  valleys  of  the  Rhine,  the 
ifangwarC;  and  the  Inn«  Bellegarde,  supfiorted  bj 
Several  Companies  of  Tyrolean  chasdeurs,  began  to 
^movfi  on  the  3plh  of  April,  in  two  columns;  one,  Ie(i 
by  himself,  to'  attack  the  valley  of  the  Inn  in  front | 
the  dther»  uifi(ier  gederak  Uaddicky  was  to  pas^.oyer 
tlife  mouniains  of  the  Scharl,  and  descend  into  tb^ 
^ai&e  valtey  oh  (he  rear  of  the  French  entrenchments: 
white  a  considerable  detachment  was  {o  penetrate 
thfpggb  tbe  valley  of  Chiessers,  and  endeavour  to 
reach ^erqeis.  General  Bellegarde,  after  performing 
a 'difficult  march,  attacked  the  entrenched  camp  of  th^ 
fepiiblicatis,  arid  carried  three  rows  of  works  which 
defended  it  to  the  right  and  left;  but  the  defences 
vi^ere  fd  complete  that  ne  found  it  impracticable  to 

f^  /bss  the  ditcb^  and  the  approach  of  nignt  prevented 
^  Ahti^r  opeiratiohs.  Greneral  riaddick,  after  a  iuarcb 
jof  tep  %'ours  over  mountains  covered  vvith  jsnow,  ar- 
jfiVed'very  seasonably  in  the  valley  of  the  Inn.  The, 
'Austrians  being  thus  posted  in  his  front,  on  his  righ^^ 
and  in  hH  rear,  Lecourbe  was  obliged  to  abandon  bis 
;      "  ,   '  l-li  ^       ^       ,    .  •      .: 

*4it  an^d^cMy  ^oilgh'tlie  riter  at  that  place  wsis  four  fiandred  feelt 
Oieross*  Ta^bis  tbo  magistritet  of  Sdiafffaaiiten'  wauld  oot  coiw 
j^eat,  bat  requifisd  that  it  should  be  b^i(t  with  tvfo.^roKes,  an^ 
^hat  the  midvllc  pier ^of  the  oH  bridge  should  be  employed  for  this, 
purpose.  The  architect  was  obliged  tp  obey;  but  he  framed  the 
fimbei'8  upob  so  curious  a  |)frinci pie,  tfilit  ha  has  left  it  a  doubt 
t^kh  subsequent  architects,  whether  the  bridge  really  derived  ati^ 
lljeriiian'ence  from  the  jniddle  pier,  or  whether  it  Would  irot  haye 
been  equally  secure  if  it  had  been  forgicd  only , of.  fv^qe  a^ch.  A 
mail  of  tfie  ligfitesl^  weigh't  in  walVin^  oVer  it  could  /eel  the  bridge 
fremble  ifnder  him ;  ^n'd  yet  ws(gg6i1s,'  with  tbe  heaviest  loadsi 
-fatBsed  (^er  it,  without  appearing^  to  be  affected  by  its  elastic  miA>^ 
lion.  Grujl^nmaa  began  his  .work  in  1740,  and  cqinpleted  itifit 
Jess  than  three  years,  9t  an  eipenpo  of ^  about  eighjt  tfiqusaoft 

Sounds.     This  curious  specimen  of  aquatic  architecture  stood  till* 
was  destroyed  as  abOTi)  related. 

tdt.  I.    No.XVir;  it  posUioW 
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mmh  ^ftUut'furlliefr  contest,  taking  ii^  ;&'^b'diir  ip 
tbe  rear  *of  GaVda.  The  c^olumn  directed  againti 
SEerneU  had  been  successfully  opposed  bj  superior 
Buint/ersj  6r  I%cbilir^e  could  not  have  escaped  without 
Sowing  a  great  part  of  his  troops.  The  fatigue  of  thifc 
i^ffort  dtd  t^ot  prevent  tbe  Austrians  from  pursuing 
Vhe!r  'succelBi.  Bellegarde  and  Haddick  having  ie^ 
fected  ajnlnetion  itear  Scliultz^  restored  the  bndge  pF 
(Grai'dk^  \vbich  the  French  had  broken  down^  ara 
iBinally  ex^ielled  their  opponents  from  ZernHs  and  au 
the  itO^^r  Engadine.  Lecourbe  was  wounded,  aiia 
general   Dumont  was  taken  prisoner  by  (he  impie^ 

mnsis.  V ; 

'    The 'archduke  t!har1es  was  no  sooner  informeio  tlial 
We  "French  had  quitted  the  neighbourhood  of  Schafi^ 
ir&tjden,  than  he  detached  some  light  troops  to  han|^ 
bpon  their  reat^  while  he  established  a  brfdge  of  bofat» 
bVer  the  Rhib'e/  in  lieu  of  the  celebrated  bridge  oi 
Schaffhausen,  which  had  been  burnt  down.     The  ai|^ 
Ydiefs  of  the  archduke  and  Hotze  hiEivin^  thus  acq^M^c^ 
^  firm  footing  in  Switzerland,  their  next  ol:^eci  was 
Ho  effect  a  junction.     But  Massena,  who  had.bj  re^ 
'tr^ting  concentrated  his  forces^  and  was  correctfj  aj^* 
yvhed  of  the  movements  of  his  opponents^  speedmr 
mdvanced,  hoping  to  attack  them  with  advantage  iQ 
their  march.     His  measures  were  so  well  conduetcd 
that  he  was  enabled^  on  the  25th  of  May,  to  defeat 
the  advanced  guard  under  geberal  NauendorF,  and^k 
^division  under  general  Petrasch;  thip  effect  of  wbick 
M[as  to  compel  the  Austrian  army  to  adopt  a  retrod 
^rade  movement.    But  the-  check  was  not  of  suflieieol 
inaignitude  to  prevent  the  Atiistriaos  from  speedily  re^ 
iKimlng  the  offensive.     The  im)>erial  forces  united 
Yb^rmed  ian  aggregate  of  fifty- five  thousand  roen>  anft 
as  IVlassena  could  not  muster  an  equal  number  to  of|^ 
fpoie  them,  he  becamfe  fearful  of  beinig  outflanked,  tm 
{bere^forfe  retired  to  the  Glktt,  a(nd  subsequently  Co  ft 
'strbhg  positiot)  before  Zurich.     The  position  whichr 
Masseaa  had  assumed  vras  a  chain  of  .forti'fied  mouD« 
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faiD8j.8ituMed  between  tbeXimrai^t  and  theOlatt.  aod^ 
be  added  to  tbe  strength  bestowed  on  it  bj  nature  al{ 
tbat  art  coul(|  supply. 

Sipce  the  airchduke  could,  iq&I^e  np  progress  till  hff 
bad  dislod^d  t\ie  i^ren^l^  from  thii  position^  an^  cj| 
fin  attempt  to  tqr.n  their  flank  would  have  Wen  daoK 
gerousj  he  made  his  attack  on  the  Zuricbberg^  the 
tnost  elevated  part  of  the  chain  of  mountains^  kiio^in^ 
itiat  the  forcing  of  that  would  ^cure  to  him  the  res? 
Having  reca^noitered  t^e  position,  he,  on  the  ^d  of 
^une,  assailed  the  right  of  the  French,  ^nd  after  an 
obstinate  contest  drove  them  from  Vittikonj  2Sulicon] 
and  Riespach.  On  \\fe  4th,  !^uri(:h^erg  was  as^aile^} 
h\\t  the  approaches  were  so  formidably  eqtrenc^ed. 
and  the  fire  of  i\ie  faiatteries  so  commapding,  that  the 
utmost  yt^jour  and  perseverance  of  the  Au8(riaps  could 
only  acquire  possession  o^  the  first  Iji^e  of  entrench* 
ments.  This  was  a  most  sanguinary  aq^  doubtful 
conflict:  eac^^  pt^rty  Iqst  two  thousand  five  hundrea 
men.  On  the  sf^e  of  the  ip^perialists^  generals  Hotzeli 
Wallia,  and  Hill^r;  and  on  the  side  of  the  republicans, 
generals  Oudinot  and  JFlumbert,  were  wounded. 

A  new  eflfqrt  wa3/intend(^d  to  be  cnade  qn  the  w^i 
day;  but  Alassena  ret^r^d  tq  the  other  sid$  pf  the  Lipp- 
mat,  leaving  to  ^he  victors  his  entrenched  camp,  with 
thirty  pieces  of  ^annon^  find  the  town  of  Zurich.  Mas^ 
sena  took  a  new  position  oq  the  chain  of  mountain^ 
called  Albis,  being  the  nearest,  safest,  and  strongest, 
be  could  assume;  but  as  tb^  Aqstriaps  were  in  too 
great  need  of  repose  to  press  forward  impiedjately  oq 
a  new  enterprise,  they  confined  themselves  for  son^Q 
i^ime  to  slight  skirnijsnes.  Indeed,  nearly  tl^e  whole 
iDontb  of  June  elapsed ^withoii^  any  further  esertipn 
on  ihe  part  of  the  archduke  or  of  Massena  in  Switzerr 
land;  but,  on  the;  3d  of  July,  th^  Frencb  general^ 
wishing  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  his  oppoolspt'^ 
left  wing,  made  an  attack  on  geiiefal  Jellactiicbj  io'tb^ 
neighbourhood  of  Zug:  he  obtained  some  adyaqtages;^ 
but  was  obliged  tp  retreat  oq  the  foflo^ying  morqing. 
^  similar  attempt  was  made  oq  tbe  16th  by  the  Aua* 
'  •  3lE2  ^       triaos^ 
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triansj  iinder  general  Hotze^  which  met  with  a  simila^ 
iFate. 

From  th^e  scenes  our  attention  is  called  to  liiW, 
vfhete  Moreau>  having  been  compelled  to  yield  the 
Milanese  to  the  allies^  found  his  situation  very  erobai^ 
passing,  having  no  nipre  than  twenty-five  thousand 
pien  to  preserve  his  communications  with  Switzerland! 
to  defend  the  approaches  of  Turip,  to  cov^r  tHe  forti-r 
j^ed  places  of  eastern  Piedmont,  to  secure  the  passes  of. 
the  Appennihes^  to  leave  to  the  army  of  Naples  the 
tneans  of  effecting  its  retreat,  and  to  suppress  the  in- 
surrections which  were  breaking  out  against  hi^  on 
all  sides;  while  the  forces  of  the  enemy  wer^  mor^ 
than  double  his  number.     Moreau,  whose  great  abi* 
lities  were  put  to  the  test,  and  most  honourably  proved 
on  this  trying  situation,  retreated  to  an  excellent  posi- 
tion.    His  rig^t  rested  on  Alessandria  and  on  the  Tar 
narp;  His  left  on  Valentia  and  the  Po.     Thqs  on  one 
side  he  supported  Tortona,  and  on  the  other  g^ve  pro- 
tection to   Turin.     He  preserved  at  the  same  time 
communications  with  France,  as  well  as  with  the  Ge- 
noese territory,  and  consequently  with  the  army  of 
Naples.     He  bad  also  the  advantage  of  fifing  th^ 
allies  in  the  centre  of  Italy,  by  v^liic^  he  expected  tp 
oblige  them  to  waste  the  campaign  in  a  war  of  posl^ 
and  sieges,  and  thus  retard  or  prevent  projects  for  in-? 
fading  France^  and^ive  time  foir  the  collection  of  pe^ 
armies. 

Suwarrow,  on  entering  Milan^  ordered  his  troops  to 
pursue  the  retreating  republicans;  andj,  leaving  four 
thousand  men  under  general  Latteroian  to  blockade 
the  casile,  he  put  his  army  in  motion  on  the  Ist  of 
May.  General  Wiickassowich  marched  on  the  right 
towards  tte  Novarese  and  the  cp^ntry  of  VerccUi,  the 
centre  towards  the  Pevesan  and  the  Lumelline,  and 
the  left  towards  (be  Plaisantin  and  the  Tortonese ;  and 
in  three  days  the  mareschal.established  his  bead^quarr 
ters  at  Paviai.  |n  the  mean  time,  Kray  had  been  ira- 
pieded  by  the  rs^ins  from  opening  the  trenches  before 
Feschiera;  but,  bn  a  second  summon^  6n  (he'5tb^  the 
*  garrisoq 
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jgarrison  abridged  his  labours  bj  surrendering.  PizzU 

fhitone  was  also  given  up^  on  the  9tb^  to  genera| 
Laim,  after  a  bombardment  of  five  days. 
When  Suwarrow  comprehended  the  nature  pf  M07 
reau's  movements,  he  reduced  his  own  to  three  princi* 
'pal  points:  to  interrupt  Morgan's  communications 
\i^ith  Switzerland  and  France,  to  cut  off  that  which  he 
bad  with  Tuscany  and  the  army  of  Naples,  and  to 
oblige  him  to  quit  his  well  chosen  position.  The 
fneans  to  accomplish  at  once  these  three  objects  werf^ 
to  extend  his  line  on  Moreau's  right  and  left,  and  gain 
as  much  as  possible  his  flanks.  With  this  view,  Kaim's 
division  passed  the  Po  at  Pavia  on  the  11th,  advanced 
to  Tortona^  broke  open  its  gates^  took  possession  olT 
ibe  city^  and  masked  the  citadel.  On  the  same  day« 
the  centre  of  the  allied  army  threw  several  hundred 
men  across  the  Po,  a  part  of  whom  were  captured  by 
the  French;  and  during  several  succeeding  di^ys  fie- 
"vere  skirmishes  were  maintained  with  great  Idss  to 
both  parties.  At  length  Moreau,  finding  his  flank  in 
danger,  abandoned  bis  position  on  the  19th,  and  esta- 
blished his  head-quarters  at  Coni.  He  left  to  the 
allies  the  whole  plain  of  Lombardy^  anjd  confined  him- 
self to  preserving  the  communications  with  France  by 
the  Col  de  Tende  and  the  vallej  of  Argentiere,  and 
Vith  the  Riviera  di  Genoa  by  the  maritime  Alps. 

Suwarrow,  after  compelling  Moreau  to  quit  his 
position,  marched  the  combined  army  fowardsTurin^ 
in  wbicb  was  a  garrison  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
iroops.  The  city  was  taken  by  assault  on  the  26th  of 
May;  but  the  garrison,  who  had  ^hut  themselves  up 
/in  the  citadel,  would  soon  have  reduced  the  town  to 
ashes,  had  not  Suwarrow  submitted  to  a  convention, 
by  which  the  Frencb  engaged  not  to  fire  on  the  town, 
provided  the  allies  should  abstain  from  assailing  the 
citadel  from  that  quarter. 

Thus,  in  two  months  of  the  campaign,  the  impe- 
rialists had  gained  three  pitched  battles,  taken  four 
fortresses,  made  themselves  masters  of  the  course  of 
^e  Po^  carried  their  right  to  the  frontiers  of  France^ 

and 
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and  (beir  left  to  tbe  Adriatic  Sea.  A  RujbsUo  and  ft 
Tiirl;ii^b  squadroo  blocked  ^p  tbe  port  of  Apcona  ana 
bombarded  that  citj.  J^lenau  occupied  tbe  country 
of  Ferrara^  and  a  great  part  of  tbat  of  Bologna;  bloc* 
kai^ed  Urbino;  and  sent  skirmisbing  parties  as  far  ^f 
ibe  frontiers  of  Tuscany.  General  Ott  occupied  the 
^Mphies  of  Parma  ^nd  Modenai  and  had  bis  advanced 
pp^ls  in  the  Appennines.  Kraj»  who  bad  been  joined 
fj  tbe  corps  ^hich  besieged  the  cc^stle  of  Milap^  ao^ 
if^y  reinforcenaents  brought  from  the  hereditary  counr 
^fi(;f»  left  fifteen  thousand  men  before  Mantua^  passed 
tbe  Pq  with  an  equal  number  to  succour  tbe  dirisioDf 
pf  Ott  and  Klenau^  and  placed  bis  bead-quarters  a^ 
^a^teluccio.  These  tbr^e  corps  blocked  up  Tortoq^ 
l^nd  Al^ssckpdria^  watched  the  mountains  of  tbe  stat^ 
of  Genoi(«  and  supported  the  insurgents  of  the  ipari- 
^ipifi  Alps.  The  main  arm;  support^  them  stiU  mora 
tt  tb^  other  extremity  of  Piedmont^  possessed  itself  of 
^be  passes  which  lead  from  that  country  to  Fr^nc^ 
and  kept  in  check  the  army  of  Moreau.  The  maga* 
zines  taken  from  the  republicans  at  Brescia^  Bergamo^ 
t^reiqona^  Pescbiera^  Pizzighitone,  and  other  place^ 
^ere  immense.  The  spoils  of  Italy  thus  passed  from 
^^e  bands  of  the  French  into  those  of  tb^  imperialists^ 
These  events  had  material  influence  uppn  those  io 
tbe  SQuth  of  Italy.  Th)e  «and  duke  of  Tuscany  ha^ 
withdrawn  to  Vienna  before  the  declaration  of  war; 
but  his  dominions  were  invaded  and  plundered  by  a 
band  of  republican  troops,  chiefly  Ligurians  and  Cis« 
nlpines.  General  Macdonald,  who  cpmmanded  tbe 
Fifepcb  at  Naples^  had  been  previsnted  from  active 
service  by  the  diminution  of  his  array;  while  the  in* 
creasing  number  of  the  peasantry  under  cardinal  Ruflfo 
daily  gained  ground.  Thus  w^s  Macdonald  situated 
^hen  he  received  from  the  directory  an  order  to  eva- 
cuate Naples,  and  join  Moreau.  He  set  out  with  bif 
fbosen  band  of  troops,  traversed  in  close  columns  the 
|lomisb  state,  and  without  impediment  entered  Tusr 
cany.  On  reaching  tbe  capital,  he  found  tbe  division 
of  Gauthi^r,  and  established  i^  comaiunicafiop  with 
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fbat  of  Montricfaard,  Which  was  oppofied  to  Kfenaii  id 
the  couoty  of  Bologna  and  in  Romagna.  Macdonald 
kad  by  this  means  collected  an  army  of  about  tbirtj 
thousand  men;  and  though  his  orders  were  to  form 
an  immediate  junction  with  Moreau^  yetthe  situatioa 
of  the  allies  was  such  as  to  tempt  him  to  hazard  an 
iiction  by  himself. 

Suwarrow  had  extended  his  forces  over  Lombard]^ 
ftfid  part  of  Piedmont,  in  order  to  afford  protectibd  td 
those  countries;  while  Macdonald  and  Moreau  con* 
i^rfed  between  them  a  plan  for  dividii^  their  aiitago* 
iiistis,  Tn  order  to  vanquish  them.  Moreau  took  lUl^ 
Vantage  of  the  accidental  arrival  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  squadrons  in  the  vicinity  of  Genoa  to  BpreaA 
a  report  that  they  had  brought  him  a  powerful  reio^ 
JTorceineot  of  troorps,  for  the  purpose  of  withdirawio|^ 
ifrdrii  Macdonald  the  attention  of  Suwarrow,  who  ^ah 
Aen  at  Turin.  His  adva0ce€l  troops  possessed  ihk 
^sses  oTl^uza,  Pignerol/and  the  Col  d'Assicftt'e;  white 
|toheozolTern  was  posted  aV  Modena  with  a  cobsi^ 
ilierahle,  force^  and  Ott  at  Keggio  with  ten  t^housifitfd 
effective  men.     On  the  I2fth  of  June,  Macdonald  be- 

f^  ail  his  operations.  )[Iis  advanced  divisions  atta6ke& 
loheiazpUern  the  same  day^  defeated  him^  and  took 
^4w6  thousand  prisooets.  Another  cbluinh  of  th<k 
.French  attacked  general  Ott^  and  after  obliging  hidlk 
jto  rietreat,  entered  Parma  on  *the  I4th  of  iFune.  Oq 
(he  17th J  Ott 'was  ^ again  attacked^  and  compelled  t6 
retire  upon  Castel  St.  Gibvani.  But  here  the  pr6gre4 
of  Mliicdbnald  was  checked. , 

Suwairrow  had  informed  liimself  of  his  approach, 
and  suddenly  left  Turin,  on  the  15th  of  June,  wi^ 
fw^nty 'thousand  men,  and  having  miarcbed  seventeea 
Teagues  in  eigh't-aDd-forty  hours,  came  up  with  Mac- 
'^dobald's  army  on  the  banks  of  the  Tidone.  The  Rus* 
iiaii  generals  Rosenberg  and  'Foester  cominabded  th^ 
jigh't  and  the  centre;  the  left  wing  was  placed  under 
TMktas ;  prince  Pangrazfon  of  Russia  commanded  thb^^ 
ai^vanced  "guard ;  and  prince  Lichtenstein  the  reserve. 
'A  Ac&perate  acfioh  now  commeiiced,  which,  conlMeU 
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With  eqiiai  braverj  dh  both  sides,  was  fought  durin|^ 
three  successive  days.  At  length  victory  declared  for 
ihe  allies.  The  French,  driven  oft  the  first  da)^  from 
the  Tidone  to  Trebbia,  virere  th^re  ultimately  defeated 
on  the  19(b,  after  a  carnage  vvhicb  disgraced  humani- 
ty. The  itussians  and  Frehch  repeatedly  turned  eacK 
others  line,  and  were  nniutually  repulsed.  Suvyarrow, 
who  fought  in  person  wherever  the  fire  was  heaviest 
end  his  troops  most  closely  pressed,  is  said  (o  have 
W  seven  horses  killed  iinder  hiiii,  and  to  haVe  stript 
iimself  (o  the  shirt  on  the  19th,  funning  on  foot  froni 
f ank  to  rinfe  to  urge  the  troops  to  action  by  his  pre- 
lencc  and  example.  Notwithstanduig  all  thesie  exer- 
tions, however,  the  contest  continued  doubtful,  tit| 
general  Kray,  in  direct  disobedience  of  tKfe'  orders  of 
the  aulic  council  at  Vienna,  arrived  tit  the  head  of  i 
large  detachment  from  MaqtQa,  dhd,  oA  the  19th,  dcr 
cidkd  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  French  fled  during 
ihe  night;  bot  Suwarrow  pursued  theoi  with  bis  arralj 
in  two  columns.  The  Russians  came  up  with  therajr 
ziid  it  ieria  th6  r*ar-guard  of  the  republicans  beirij 
furcaunded,  tliey  laid  down  their  arm's,  'f  lie  i^eBidde 
of  the  French  arniy  retreated  to  the  Ap^enbine^ani 
the  Genoese  territory,  after  having  lost  on  this  occa;- 
kioa  in  killed,  wounded,  arid  prisoner^,  not  less  than 
ievehfeen  thousand  men.  .  B\it  it  is  to  be  noticed,  that 
8»  the  Russians  wei»e  eltrera'ely  sanguinary  in  theilr 
Kiode  of  carrying  6n  war,  and  h4d  murdjerfed  the  re- 
publican soldier*  with  unrelenting  fury,  thfe  French 
irerfed  them  in  the  dame  manner,  ^o  that  the  loss  of 
the  allies  was  said  to  have  amounted  to  Jtapt6  than  that 
of  the  republicans.  ...     >.    .  .   n 

illoreau,  in  the  m^an  tim6,  attacked  the  Austnai^ 
irnder  Bellegarde  in  the  vidnity  of  Alessandria. 
Plough  superior  to  the  French  in  numbers,  they^  Werfe 
completely  beaten;  but  Suwatrov^  having  r^tiirriej 
with  infinite  rapidity  after  his  victor^  ov6r  Micdo-' 
Dald,  the  temporary  advantage  gained  by  Moreaa  be- 
came of  little  importance.  Generals  Kaini  arid  Lif* 
^ignan  Had  likewise  pressed  the  ciCadel  of  TuHtt  with 
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%o  much  vigour^  that,  after  a  bombardment  of  forty** 
eight  hours,  it  yielded  on  the  25tb;  and  the  garrisooj 
coDsistiog  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  men,  was 
allowed  to  return  into  France,  on  condition  of  not 
serving  again  till  exchanged.  Twenty-fiVe  generals^' 
forming  the  staff,  were  sent  prisoners  into  Germany. 
The  imperialists  found  in  the  citadel  five  hundred  and 
sixty-two  pieces  of  ordnance,  forty  thousand  muskets^ 
four  hundred  thousand  weight  of  powder,  and  consi-. 
derable  magazines. 

Suwarrow  now  reduced  to  two  principal  objects  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from,  his  success — ^the  re- 
conquest  of  Tuscany,  and  the  capture  of  Alessandriaj 
Tortona,  and  Mantua.  The  first  immediately  fol- 
lowed from  the  retreat  of  Macdonald,  who  having; 
passed  the  Corniche  in  safety,  caused  Leghorn  and  the 
rest  of  Tuscany  to  be  evacuated  by  capitulation.  By 
this  nOeans  Macdonald  effected  a  junction  with  Mo- 
reau,  who  now  acquired  the  chief  command  of  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  thousand  men.  The  allies  by, 
liberating  Tuscany  ha!d  placed  between  them  the 
French  division  which  still  possessed  Rome,  Civita 
Vecchia,  Perugia,  Ancona,  and  Fano,  and  precluded 
it  from  all  possibility  of  retreat. 

Of  the  three  fortresses  intended  to  be  reduced  by 
Suwarrow,  the  works  before  Alesstodria  alone  had 
escaped  interruption,  and  against  that  he  directed  his 
first  efforts  I  and  the  French  genera]  Gardanne  was 
Summoned  to  surrender.  On  his  refusal,  the  attack 
was  vigorously  carried  on  for  several  days,  when  a 
lodgement  being  made  in  the  covered  way;  Gardanne, 
haying  exhausted  his  ammunition,  capitulated  on  the 
Si  St  of  July.  He  obtained  his.  liberty  on  parole;  and 
his  garrison,  amounting  to  two  thousand  four  hundred 
inen,  were  sent  prisoners  of  war  into  Germany. 

General  K.ray  at  the  same  time  vigorously  pressed 
the  siege  of  Mantua.  As  it  was  impossible  to  assail 
this  celebrate  fortress  it^  many  directions  at  once,  the 
general  directed  his  thief  attention  to  the  south  side; 
and,  on  the  10th  of  July,  17991^  carried  bj  storm  the 
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tower  ofCeresa,  and  secured  the  bridge  and  sluicef  of 
the  arm  of  the  Mincio  called  Bajolo.  By  these  meani 
he  was  enabled  to  let  off  the  waters  which  surrounded 
the  city,  and  thus  rendering  the  moat  dry,  he  made 
direct  approaches  towards  the  body  of  the  place.  Od 
the  anniversary  of  the  destruction  of  the  Bastile,  which. 
tiow  occurred,  the  governor,  general  Latour,  requested 
a  suspension  of,  firing  to  celebrate  that  festival:  the 
besieging  general  agreed ;  but  as  he  was  not  bound 
by  the  treaty  from  other  operations,  he  craftily  caused 
the  trench  of  the  first  parallel  to  be  opened  opposite 
the  suburb  of  Th6;  and  on  the  following  morning  the 
besieged,  to  their  great  aurprize,  saw  the  parallel 
finished,  and  the  Austrians  so  well  established,  that  all 
efforts  to  dislodge  them  were  ineffectual.  Latour,  on 
the  37th  of  July,  consented  to  a  capitulation,  by  which 
his  troops  were  permitted  to  retire  into  France^  on 
condition  of  not  serving  again  till  exchanged. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Naples  by  M acdooald,  caf' 
dinal  Rnffo,  at  the  bead  of  the  royalist  party,  consist-' 
ing  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  men,  supported  by 
some  hnndreds  of  Russians,  defeated  the  repubricaa 
levies,  and  marched  immediately  to  Naples,  where  the 
English  fleet,  commanded  by  lord  Nelson,  had  arrived. 
The  castles  of  Ovo,  Nuovo,  and  St.  Elmo,  were  soon 
re-taken.  The  king  of  Naples,  who  was  on  board 
the.  Foudroyant,  lord  Nelson^is  ship,  now  saw  the 
royal  flag  wave  over  his  capital.  Gaeta  and  Capua 
soon  yielded  to  captain  Trowbridge,  and  tbe  French 
obtained  permfssion  to  retire  into  their  own  covntryt 
on  condition  of  not  serving  again  till  exchanged.  The 
fortress  of  Pescari,  on  the  shore  of  the  Adriatic,  was 
the  last  place  to  be  reduced;  when  the  king  of  tfie 
Two  SiciUeis,  finding  his  dominiont  once  more*  free 
from  a  foreign'  yoke,  meditated,  id  conjunction  with 
his  allies  and  benefactors,  th6  emancipatien  of  the 
states  of  the  church. 

Some  party  struggles  of  a  political  natorie  now  tool 
phce  in  the  interior  of  France.  tJpon  the  introduce 
tioo  of  the  new  third  this  year  iato  the  eounciU,  4 
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violent  oppoftition  connnenced,  Sieyes^  who  was  am- 
bassador at  Berlin^  and  who  had  maintained  diiTin|; 
the  whole  progress  of  the  revolution  a  verj  considera* 
ble  influence  over  all  the  parties  that  had  successively 
enjoyed  the  supreme  authority^  was  elected  into  the 
directory.  His  admission,  however,  did  not  reconcile 
the  public  disputes.  A  violent  contest  for  power  be- 
twixt the  Moderates  and  the  Jacobins  seemed  to  apr 
proach;  but  they  at  length  came  to  a  compromise. 
Treilhard  was  removed  from  the  directory,  under  the 
pretence  that  he  had  held  an  oflSce  in  the  state  within 
less  th^n  a  year  previous  to  his  nomination.  Merlin 
and  Reveiiliere  were  compelled  to  resign^  to  avoid  an 
impeachment  with  which  they  were  threatened;  but 
Barras  contrived  to  retain  his  station.  Moulios,  Go- 
bier,  and  Ducos,  men  little  known,  were  appointed 
directors.  The  power  was  now  understood  to  be  di- 
vided, and  that  neither  party  greatly  predominated. 
An  attempt  was  therefore  made  to  revive  the  clubs^ 
which  had  been  suppressed  by  the  directory*  The 
Jacobins  were  the  first  to  tal^e  advantage  of  thia  li- 
cence. They  begac^  to  resume  their  former  violent 
measures;  but.the  directory,  alarmed  at  their  intem- 
perance, suppressed  their  meetings  before  they  were 
able  to  interest  the  public  in  their  favour. 

Considerable  efibrts  ]uvere  likewise  made  by  the  go- 
Tern.ment  to  recruit  their  armies;  and  such  were  the 
exertions  of  the  directory,  that  they  speedily  assumed 
oo  the  frontier  a  formidable  and  menacing  posture. 
lo  the  beginning  of  August,  tbeir  Italian  army  amount- 
ed to  forty^fi.ve  thousand  men.  The  troops  of  which 
it  consisted  bad  b.eea  drawn  together  and  concentrated 
pearly  in  the  same  positions  which  Bonaparte  had  oc- 
cupied before  his  battles,  of  Montenotte  and  Mille- 
simo.  The  command  was  given. to  Joubert,  who  had 
distinguished  himself  under  Bonaparte,,  and  who  now 
declared,  that  be  and  Suwarrow  should  not  botb  sur- 
vive tbe  first  battle.  On  taking  the  command,  be 
prevailed  with  Moreau  to  remain,  in  the  army  as  a  vo« 
Uinteer. 
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The  allies  had  begun  to  besiege  Tortona;  and  Jott-* 
bert  resolved  to  attempt  its  relief.     He  hoped  to  ac- 
complish this  object  before  Kray  could  arrive  to  the 
assistance  of  Suwarrow  with  the  troops  that  had  been 
occupied  in  the  siege  of  Mantua.     On  the  I3th  of 
August,  1799,  the  French  drove  in  the  whole  of  the 
Austrian  posts^  and  took  possession  of  Novi.     Here 
they  encamped  on  a  steep  ridge  of  hills,  with  their 
centre  at  Novi,  their  right  towards  Seravelle,  and  their 
left  towards  Basaluzzo.     On  the  15tb,  they  were  at- 
tacked by  Suwarrow,  whose  army  was  now  reinforced 
i)y  that  of  general  Kray,  who  took  the  command  of 
the  right  wing,  while  Melas  conducted  the  left,  and 
the  centre  was  under  prince  Pangrazion  and  Suwar- 
row in  person.    The  action  began  at  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  was  continued  with  doubtful  success  for  many 
hours.    Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle, 
while  Joubert  was  urging  his  troops  to  charge  with 
the  bayonet,  he  received  a  musket-shot,  and  fell  dead, 
from  his  horse.     Moreau  instantly  resumed  the  com- 
mand, and  led  on  the  republican  troops  with  such  in- 
trepid vigour,  that  the  allied  army  gave  way  in  all 
quarters.     The  Russians,  in  sustaining  this  assault, 
suffered  very  severely.    They  made  three  unsuccessful 
efforts  to  cut  through  the  centre  of  the  French,  and  on 
each  occasion  those  immediately  engaged  were  all  de^ 
stroyed.     The  last  attack  along  the  whole  line  was 
made  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  French  remained 
unbroken;  aud  the  day  must  have  terminated  in  the 
iotal  defeat  of  the  allies,  bad  not  Melas  succeeded  in 
turning  the  right  flank  of  the  French  line.    Their 
right  wing  was  thus  thrown  into  confusion.     Melas 
pursued  bis  advantage  till  he  obtained  possession  of 
Movij  which  compelled  the  whole  French  army  to  re- 
treat.    The  French  lost  four  thousand  killed,  and  an 
equal  number  taken  prisoners.     The  Austrians  lost  an 
equal  number ;  but  the  loss  sustained  in  the  battle  of 
Novi'  by  the  Russians  was  never  published,  but  it  is 
Said  that  they  lost  upwards  of  five  thousand  men  killed[ 
^D  the  field.    Instead  of  pursuing  any  further  the  ad- 
" -  vantages 
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Y»ntages  gained  io  Italy^  the  Aolic'couucil  at  YiesDa 
BOW  direeted  Suwarrow  to  quit  that  coantry^  in  order 
to  eo-operate  with  another  army  of  Russians  in  driving 
the  French  out  of  Switzerland. 

The  republican  armies  ta  Switzerland^  in  the  begin* 
niog  of  August,  1799,  were  nearly  in  the  same  po6i« 
tions  they  had  i>ccupied  in  June.  Vast  and  daring 
projects  of  general  attack,  however,  were  formed  by 
the  directory;  in  the  execution  of  which  Masseoa  was 
to  drive  the  archduke  Charles  from  Switzerland,  and 
prevent  every  communication  with  Suwarrow.  I« 
fpursuance  of  this  plan,  Massena  made  an  attack  along 
the  whole  line  on  the  14th  of  August;  but  in  this 
mction  the  French  were  repulsed  with  considerable 
loss. 

The  incursions  of  the  French  on  the  Mesn,  and  thdr 
inarch  towards  Suabia,  obliged  the  court  of  Vienna  to 
order  the  archduke  with  his  army  to  march  imme- 
diately to  its  relief.  He  began  accordingly  to  draw 
off  his  troops  in  the  beginning  of  September,  before 
Suwarrow  was  io  readiness  to  leave  Italy.  The  arch- 
"doke  marched' with  the  bulk  of  his  army,  about  twen- 
ty thousand  men,  towards  Heidelberg  and  Manhetm; 
and,  judging  by  the  solicitude  of  the  French  the  im- 
portance they  attached  to  the  preservation  of  the  Utter 
place,  be  resolved  to  detach  them  from  this  strong 
hold.  He  therefore  successively  attacked  the  chain  of 
works  raised  in  front  of  Manheim  on  the  land  side, 
Tarried  them  all  by  storm,  and  finally  gained  the  town 
itself,  which  be  garrisoned,  and  destroyed  the  outer 
•entrenchments.  After  these  advantages,  the  archduke 
fi^ed  his  head-quarters  at  Schwetzingen,  and  dis- 
patched a  body  of  light  troops  with  artillery  to  secure 
the  city  of  Mentz,  and  repel  the  republicans  in  every 
direction  from  it.  •      . 

The  Russian  forces  sent  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
'the  Austrians  in  Switzerland  were  led  by  general  Kor- 
aakow,  a  man  in  military  tactics  far  in%ior  to  the 
archduke.  This  afmy,  however,  was  ordered  to  pre- 
pare for  an  active  exertion,  dictated  by  a  letter  from 
^   /  Suwarrow, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4U         MEMOIRS  or  BONAFARTE  AND  HISTORY  OF 

Suwarrow,  and  which  the  altered  state  of  the  forte  m 
Switzerland  rendered  necessary.  Its  object  was  to  re- 
cover possession  of  the  small  cantons,  and  turn  the  po^ 
f  ition  so  long  held  hy  Massena  on  the  lakes  of  Lucerne 
mud  Zug  and  on  the  Albis,  which  would  have  obliged 
him  tfli  retire  on  tbe  Aar»  the  whole  line  of  which  it 
vould  have  been  impossible  for  hioi  to  preserve.  Af^ 
ter  performing  the  operations  necessary  to  this  end, 
tbe  allied  corps  were  to  unite  in  the  canton  of  Lu-r 
cerne,  where  they  we4^e  to  be  joined  by  t^e  main  army 
under  mareschal  Suwarrow. 

Massena  having  got  information  of  these  intention^ 
and  of  tbe  moment  intended  for  their  execution^  anti- 
cipated his  opponents^  by  putting  in  motion^  on  the 
25th  of  September,  fifty  thousand  men  on  the  line 
from  tbe  Linth  to  the.  Aar>  twenty-four  hours  before 
tbe  time  when  they  meant  to  engage.  A  strong  divi- 
aion  of  bis  troops  ha\ii^  crossed  the  Linth»  defeated 
a  battalion  of  the  regiment  of  Bender^  and  a  Hunga- 
rian battalion  which  advanced  to  its  support.  Roused 
by  tbe  noise,  and  convinced  that  the  attack  was  of  tbe 
most  serious  consequence,  general  Hotse  hastened  with 
bis  staff  from  the  head-quarters  to  reconnok^;  but  a 
discharge  of  musketry  from  a  party  of  French  rAqgers 
struck  him- almost  dead  from  bis  horse,  and  the  greater 
part  of  tbe  officers  around  him  were  either  killed, 
wounded,  or  captured.  Hotze  fell  into  the  hanriaof 
the  French,  but  expired  in  a  few  hours.  Gener^il 
Korsakow  then  retired  into  Zurich,  which  the  repur 
blicans  immediately  invested.  From  this  situation 
Korsakow  meditated  a  retreat;  but  in  this  operation 
he  manifested  "a  fatal  want  of  judgement.  The  road 
to  Winterthur  was  open;  but  by  that  he  sent  only  ft 
amall  part  of  his  troops  and  baggage,  advancing  with 
his  main  army  towards  Eglisau,  where  the  French 
were  in  full  force.  M assena's  troops,  who  were  ad- 
vantageously posted  on  heights  commanding  the  road^ 
suffered  them  to  approach,  and  then  opened  a  tremen- 
dous discharge  of  cannon  and  musketry.  The  Russian 
regiments,  though  taken  by  surpria^e,  performed  pr.q- 
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^igies  of  valour,  rushing-  with  fixed  bayonets  on  theif ' 
Adversaries^  and  forcing  them  to  give  waj:  but  as  thcl 
regiments  came  individually  into  action,  they  wer« 
^Successively  overwhelmed  i  and,  after  being  broken  oa 
all  points,  and  losing  a  considerable  number  of  men^ 
liLorsakow  forced  bis  way  to  Eglisau,  and  with  the 
shattered  remnant  of  his  army  hastily  crossed  ttie 
Ilhine.  Thid  event>  with  the  retreat  of  the  Austriani 
towards  the  Rhinthal,  left  eastern  Switzerland  in  iht 
hands  of  the  republicans^ 

'  In  the  mean  time  generals  Rosenberg  and  SuwarroW 
!)ad  passed  the  St.  Gothafd,  and  arrived  at  a  post  t)e- 
yond  Waseo  on  the  25th  of  September.  The  Aus- 
trian corps  in  the  Grisons  putting  thernseWe^  in  mo- 
tion to  co-operate  with  the  Russians,  the  French 
general  Lecourbe,  who  had  also  moved  on  the  sam^ 
aay,  found  himself  between  the  two  columns,  and  wa^ 
obliged  to  cut  his  way  through  the  Austrians ;  after 
^hich  he  hastily  evacuated  Altorf,  to  cover  the  coun- 
try of  Voderwatd  and  the  Engelberg.  Meanwhile  . 
SuwarroW  pushed  his  advariced  guard  across  the  Cu- 
lemberg  as  far  as  Mutteri  od  the  27th,  where  he  first 
beard  of  the  disastrous  events  which  had  happened  M 
Hotze  and  Korsakow.  Thd  surprize  of  S'uwdrrow  at 
learning  the  defeat  of  the  Russian  army,  wa^  not 
greater  than  that  of  Massena  on  being  apprized  of  hii 
rapid  approach.  It  was  now  necessary  to  crush  ihii 
^nterprhsing  gederal,  or  again  to  lose  the  Sdaaller  can- 
tons. On  a  view  of  Suwarrow^s  forces,  consisting  of 
less  thaii  seventeen  thousand  men,  entangled  among^ 
the  defilet  of  that  rugged  couutry,  Massena  contem*' 
plated  them  as  an  eaisy  prey. 

On  the  30th,  Suwarrow  put  his  ardiy  in  Aotion  by 
the  Muttehthal;  prince  Pangrazion  con^manding  h\i 
advanced  guard,  and  Rosenberg  the  rear  gdard.  A 
French  division  sent  upon  the  Linth  having  taken  an 
advantageous  position,  and  perceiving  the  approach 
of  a  small  coTumn  of  Russians  under  general  Auffem- 
lurg,  attacked,  and,  having  aVmost  surrounded  it, 
fummoned  the  geAecal  to  surrender:  instdad^  however", 
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of  yielding  to  this  demand^  he  defended  himself  tilt 
prince  Pangrazion  came  up>  when  the  French  were 
repulsed  with  great  loss.  -  The  main  Russian  army 
now  arrived^  and  the  next  day  the  republicans  werct 
atta^cked  in  their  positions^  and  driven  from  the  moun- 
tains. Meanwhile  Massena  having  joined  Lecourbd 
at  Altorf^  began  a  pursuit  of  the  Russians  in  the  val- 
ley of  Mutten:  but  his  advanced  guards  consisting  of 
four  thousand  men^  was  repulsed  by  Rosenberg;  and^ 
on  the  following  day,  he  himself,  advancing  with 
nearly  seven  thousand  naen  towards  the  same  pointj 
met  the  same  fate.  These  advantages  gave  the  Rus-  . 
sians  peaceable  possession  of  the  road  from  the 
Schdeitz  to  Glarus,  where  Suwarrow  collected  hia 
tick  and  wounded.  Being  disappointed,  however,  in 
bis  expectation  of  a  junction  with  some  Austrian 
corps,  he  was  obliged  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  fait 
,  army  by  retreating  towards  the  Rhine. 

When  the  archduke  learnt  the  ill  success  of  the 
allies,  he  felt  alarmed  at  the  dangers  which  menaced 
Suabiaand  the  country  of  the  Grisons;  and,  leaving 

Eart  of  his  force  under  the  command  of  prince 
chwartzenberg  for  the  protection  of  the  Necker  and 
Mein,  be  hastened  to  Donaueschingen,  hoping  to 
make  a  diversion  in  favour  of -Suwarrow,  by  carrying 
the  war  into  Zurich.  This  resolution  was,  howeverj 
too  tardily  adopted;  for,  before  its  execution,  ]V^as^ 
sena  had  occupied  the  canton  with  his  troops.  He 
also  sent  a  division  into  the  canton  of  Appenzel,  to  > 
keep  general  Petrarch  in  awe;  and  meditated  a  grand 
attack  on  the  positions  of  the  allies,  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  them  entirely  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine. 
|n  consequence,  a  strong  column  from  his  centre  wa^ 
detached  Kgainst  the  entrenched  posts  before  the  city 
of  Constance;  but,  by  the  bravery  of  the  corps  of 
Cofid6>  the  assailants  were  at  first  repulsed,  thougHT 
the  corps  was  afterwards  obliged  to  evacuate  the  city/ 
and  encamp  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake.  In  othet 
points  the  republicans  w6re  less  successful.  They  wertf 
defeated  ia  an  attempt  against  the  t^te  de  pont  at  Dis^ 
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feenhoffea ;  and  prevented^,  after  being  three  ttoie^ 
worsted^  from  ttttacking  that  ot  J^usingeii.  Thl^se 
three  engagements,  fought  in  one  day,  terminated,  the 
campaign  in  Switzerland.  The  total  loss  of  the  allies 
from'tbe  25th  of  September  to  the  9th  of  October^  in 
this  district^  is  calculated  at  about  fifteen  thousand 
men;  that  of  the  French  at  nine  thousand. 

When  the  republicans  had  obtained  possession  p^ 
Switzerland  as  far  as  the  ithine,  and  Suwarrow  had 
joined  the  allies  in  the  Gjisons,  it  was  fqund  that  the 
Contending  armies  were  nearly  equal.  On  ode  side  pf 
the  lake  of  Constance,  the  troops  wnich  Had  returned 
with  tb^  archduke^  joined  to  those  which  bad  remained 
upon  the  right  shore,  to  the  wreck  of  tCorsakow'a. 
army,  to  tliat  of  the  prince  of  Gonde,  and  to  the  Ba- 
varian contingent,  amounted  to  more  than  forty-five 
thousand  men.  Hiree  times,  on  the  7th  of  October, 
Constance  was  taken  and  retaken,  and  remained  defi-. 
nitively  in  the  hands  of  the  French.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  lake,  the  junction  of  Suwarrow  with  the 
Austrians,  supported  by  about  five  thousand  armed 
inhabitants  of  the  Grisons,  the  Voralberg,  and  thd 
Tyrol,  formed  no  less  than  thirty  thousand  more. 
Massena,^  therefore,  bad  seventy- nve  thousand  men 
ajgaiilst  him;  and  though  ht  had  an  equal  number 
under  his  command,  he  could  not  bring  them  into  the 
field,  owii^  to  the  defective  supply  ot  arms  add  am-, 
munition,  the  want  of  pay  and  ratibns,  and  the  disor- 
dered state  of  their  equipment,  which  rendered  theni 
unfit  for  service.  Many  felt  surprized  that  no  greai 
exploit  was  attempted;  but  it  appears  that  prudential 
motives  of  great  weight  deterred  the  leaders  on  both 
sides. 

After  reposing  three  days  in  the  edvirons  of  Cburi 
l^uwarrow  effected,  near  tne  lake  of  Constance,  a  junc- 
tion with  Korsdkow's  troops,  on  the  I8th  of  October. 
Friendly  comoiunication  was  now  no  longer  main- 
tained between  the  Austrian  and  Russiap  commanders. 
Suwarrow  fixed  hit  bead-qoarteri  at  Lindau  till  the 
tod  of  October,  wHhout  having  had  any  interview 
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with  thearchdoke;  and  then,  quitting  bii  positioit^ 
be  repaired  in  dtip^uit  to  Prague,  and  afterwards  con- 
tiiiued  bis  marcb  into  Russia,  complaining  of  the  want 
of  spirit  and  co-operation  in  tbe  Austrian  armj.  Bat 
the  truth  appears  to  be,  that  bis  army  was  nearly  de- 
stroyed, and  being  fearful  for  tbe  remainder  of  it,  as 
he  knew  tbe  republicans  would  retaliate  bis  barbari- 
ties, be  requested  tbe  emperor  Paul  to  recal  him, 
which  was  accordingly  done*.    /^ 

In  Italy  tbe  numbers  of  the  opposing  armies  were 
nearly  equal,  and  tbe  advantages  of  situation  were  di«» 
Tided  between  them.  Coni  was  tbe  great  object  to* 
wards  the  capture  and  defence  of  which  the  chief 
efforts  of  both  parties  were  directed.  General  Melas, 
who  commanded  in  chief,  'pushed  forward  from  Ri- 
Yolta  to  Bra,  where  be  united  a  disposeable  force  of 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty  thousand  men.  Cham* 
pionnet  bad  at  the  same  time  drawn  near  Cont,  and 
established  h»  bead- quarters  at  Villa  Valetta,  and  by 
a  spirited  attack  driven  the  imperial  vanguard  from 
Fossano  and  Sevigliano.  Tbe  post  was,  however,  re-* 
captured  on  tbe  ensuing  day,  tbe  17th  of  September, 
after  a  smart  contest,  in  which  the'  French  lost  fifteea 
hundred  men.  Tbe  republicans  being  thus  driven 
from  this  important  post,  Melas  laboured  to  arrest 
their  progress  in  tbe  north  of  Italy;  and  such  wer^ 
the  exertions  of  tbe  corps  under  prince  Victor  do* 
Rohan  in  tbe  Valais,  that  tbe  French  were  beaten  is 
several  spirited  encounters.  Being  thus  disappointed 
in>is  hopes,  Cbampionoet  repaired  to  Genoa,  where 
Moreau  yielded  op  to  him  the  command  of  the  repuh- 
lican  army  of  Italjj^. 

General  Cbampiomet  now  persevered  ia  the  most 
active  efforts  to  binder  tbe  progress  of  the  Austrians^ 
towards  Conii  and  several  skirmishes  wem  fought  in 
different  quarters  during  tbe  remainder  of  September 

*  It  is  stserteil  bj  those  who  knew  Suwarrow  weD,  Aat  le  wts 
grcAtly  addicted  to  drinking,  npd  (kat  ke  never  went  into  actioa 
tiU  lie  was  iuOf  intoiicated^  wIma  be  was  ripe  for  eveiy  kind  of 
creflty. 
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,  and  October^  ia  which  the  French  were  sueeestfuL 
ud  obl^d  MeUs  to  evacuate  Mondovi.    Iir  bit  re^ 
treat,  however,  the  Austrian  general  meditated  an  at- 
tack; and  the  French  pursuing  bis  steps  to  a  poutioii 
be  had  chosen  between  the  Stura  and  the  Graoa,  both 
fides  prepared  for  a  general  engagement  on  the  4tb  of 
November..   The  day  was  contested  with  great  obsti* 
nacy«  and  for  some  tioie  with  doubtful  success;  but 
the  French  we^re  in  the  end  defeated,  and  obli|^  to 
give  ground  in  every  direction.    Melas  pursued  his 
advantage  by  renewing  the  action  on  the  foUowii^ 
day,  when  he  dispersed  the  republicans  among  the  de- 
files of  Maira,  Grana,  and  SCura.     Genenl  Kr^jr 
about  the  same  period  having  received  reioforcemeots 
at  Alessandria,  drove  the  French  from  the  valley  of 
the  Bormida,  and  from  Acqui  passed  the  Bormida; 
and  though  defeated  in  an  obstinate  contest  for  the 
heights  of  Novi,  he  cleared  the  valleys  of  the  Scrivia 
and  the  Orba«    In  consequence  of  these  successes, 
Cbampionnet  was  obliged  to  quit  his  position,  and 
retreat  to  the  narrow  passages  of  the  Appeunioe% 
where  he  placed  his  head-quarters  at  Sospelloj  on  the 
load  to  Nice;  while  Melas  made  vigorous  preparap 
tions  for  the  si^e  of  Coni. 

His  operations  were  greatly  facilitated,  and  he  re- 
ceived a  considerable  reinforcement  in  consequence  of 
the  surrender  of  Ancona,  which,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  campaign,  had  been  blocked  up  by  a 
combined  army  of  Russians,  Turks,  and  Italians,  and 
by  a  Russian  and  Turkish  fleet.  After  the  surrender 
of  Ci vita  Vecchia,  the  Austrian  general  Froelicb,  ad^ 
vancing  against  this  place>  took  the  chief  command; 
and  pressing  the  si<^e  with  great  vigour,  he  obliged 
the  tepublicau  general  Mounter,  with  a  garrison  at 
three  thousand  men,  to  surrender  on  the  mh  of  No* 
Tomber.  The  victors  found  in  Ancona  six  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  in  the  harbour  three  sail  of  the 
line  and  several  small  ships  of  war.  Melas  in  the  mean 
time  directed  his  whole  attention  to  the  siege  of  Coni^ 
which  he  commenced  when  the  snow  had  coTcred  the 
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BurrouDdth^  mountains.    The  conduct  of  tbe  siega 
YfM  entrusted  to  prince  John  of  Licbtenstein;  and  tbi 
fortress  for  the  first  time  was  taken  by  force,  on  tbe 
3d  of  December^  1799.  Melas  now  sent  bis  army  into 
wioter^quarters ;  and  Cham pionnet,  having  made  the 
principal  part  of  his  troops  return  to  their  position 
-between  Savona  and  Genoa,  departed  for  Paris,  but 
fell  ill  on  the  road,  and  died  at  Antibes.     Massena 
'succeeded  to  the  command,  but  found  tbe  army  over- 
>  whelmed  with  the  miseries  of  want;  disorganiaoed,  and 
almost  incapable  of  subordination.     Thus  ended  tbe 
campaign  of  Italy,  in  which  the  allies  are  computed 
to  have  lost  thirty  thousand  men  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed, and  ten  thousand  prisoners;  and  tbe  republicaM 
were  said  to  have  had  forty«^five  thousand  killed  and 
wounded,  and  thirty- five  thoutand  taken  prisoners. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  archduke  from 
the  Rhine,  in  order  to  repair  the  disasters  occasioned 
by  withdrawing  bis  troops  from  Switzerland,  general 
Ney,  who  bad  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  re- 
publican army,  set  out  towards  Frankfort,  and  obliged 
ibe  Austrians,  who  were  commanded  by  prince 
Scbwartzenberg,  to  repass  the  Nidda.  The  Freiic|| 
general  finding  the  Austrians  also  weak  on  tbe  Rhine 
and  Mein,  again  put  his  troops  in  motion,  and  on  re- 
crossing  the  Rhine,  on  the  1st  of  November,  suddenlf 
presented  himself  before  Manbeim  and  Heidelberg^ 
IVIanbeitfi  being  feebly  defended,  was  soon  captured; 
Heidelberg  made  a  transient  resistance,  but  was  eva- 
cuated the  next  morning;  and  the  Austrians,  in  their 
retreat  towards  Heilbron  and  Brucksall,  were  severely 
harassed.  The  imperialists,  reduced  to  a  strict  defen- 
sive, thought  only  of  covering  Pbilipsburg;  but  tbe 
French  having  gained  possession  of  the  Palatinate  and 
of  the  bishopric  of  Spire,  and  driven  back  the  Aus- 
trians as  far  as  the  other  side  of  the  Eotz,  occupied 
both  banks  of  the  Necker  to  the  confiaeuce  of  thos^ 
rivers,  and  blockaded  the  city. 

Tbe  archduke  Charies^situation  was  how  serionsljL 
embarrassing:  he  was  threatened  on  every  side;  and; 
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i9vhile  he  was  opposed  by  armies  amounting  to  mora^ 
than  a  hundred  thousand  ipen>  the  retreat  of  the  Rusr 
sians  from  the  theatre  of  war  left  him  with  less  than 
seventy  thousand  to  line  the  banks  of  the  Rhin^  froqi 
its  source  as  far  as  Kehl,  to  defend  Suabia/  and  stip- 
port  the  armed  peasants  who  covered  Franconia.  But 
%he  military  genius  of  the  archduke  was  on  this  occa- 
sion happily  exerted.  His  measures  for  the  protection 
of  the  Grisons  and  the  hereditary  dominions  were  pru«» 
dent  atid  effectual ;  and  he  prepared  to  relieve  Philips^ 
burg  by  reinforcements,  which,  notwithstanding  hit 
inferiority  in  numbers,  he  found  means  to  spare. 

The  contest  on  th£  banks  of  the  Mein,  the  Necker, 
the  £otz,  and  the  Rhine,  was  conducted  with  great 
vigour  from  the  1st  to  the  3d  of  November.  The 
French  bombarded  Phifipsburg,  hoping  to  carry  it  hj 
an  incessant  fire;  while  the  Austrians  endeavoured  to 
raise  the  siege,  and  at  all  events  to  shelter  the  duchy 
of  Wirtemberg.  Prince  Hohenlobe  having  crossed 
the  Entz^  forced  them  to  fall  back  to  Erligbeim^ 
^here  he  put  them  to  the  rout^  with  the  loss  of  seven 
hundred  prisoners  and  fifteen  hundred  killed  and 
wounded.  This  event  lost  to  the  republicans  all  \he 
advantageis  they  had  been  making  far  a  month,  and 
appear^  to  overturn  their  projects  with  respect  to 
Germany.  They  were  driven  from  the  borders  of  the 
Nccke*  beyond  Neuburgh;  and,  on  the  following 
day,  they  were  obliged  to  evacuate  {Lelmstadt  and 
Pfortzheim,  and  were  subsequently  driven  from  Knit- 
liogen,  Bretten,  and  Brucksall,  and^  after  several  en- 
gagements, compelled  to  retreat  into  an  angle  formed 
by  the  Rhine  and  Necker,  where  they  were  joined  by 
some  troops  from  Holland. 

They  now  resumed  the  offensive;  and,  in  coose^^ 
quence  of  a  well  judged  attack  in  four  columns^ 
regained  the  ground  they  had  been  losing  during  the 
late  encounters,  and  renewed  the  blockade  of  Philips- 
burg;  but  the  archduke  dispatched  a  reinforcement 
under  general  Stzaray,  who,  on  the  2d  of  December* 
made  ao  attack  in  five  columns^  which  proved  com* 
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iletel;  succesaful^  breaking  the  centre  of  Uie  Freneb 
ine  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Necker^  and  turning  their 
left.  In  the  night  Lecourbe  concentrated  bis  forcea^ 
and  took  an  advantageous  position  between  Sinzbeioi 
and  Wislock;  but  was  again  assailed  at  break  of  day, 
defeated  at  all  points,  and  compelled  to  retreat  to» 
wards  Heidelberg.  The  blockade  of  Pbilipsburg  was 
in  consequence  raised  on  the  4th^  and  the  French  re- 
treated to  a  position  they  had  occupied  three  weeks 
before;  their  right  towards  the  Rhine  above  Nee* 
kerau^  their  centre  in  front  of  Schwetziogeoj  and  their 
left  towards  the  Necker  above  Heidelberg,  their  head* 
quarters  being  fixed  at  Manheim. 

General  Lecourbe  then  proposed  a  suspension  of 
srms^  to  which  general  Stzaray,  who  could  not  ven^ 
tore  an  assault  on  the  new  positions,  agreed,  on  con* 
dition  of  its  being  ratified  by  the  archduke*  The 
French  general  hastened,  under  favour  of  this  provi* 
aiOnal  compact,  to  bring  back  his  army  safe  beyond 
the  Rhine,  sending  it  to  take  cantonments,  part  in  the 
Palatinate,  part  in  the  bishopric  of  Spire,  and  leaving 
only  one  battalion  at  Manheim  and  another  at  Nee* 
kerau.  He  then  departed  to  join  the  army  of  Swit* 
zerlandj  leaving  the  command  to  general  d'HiUien^ 
who  was  soon  to  be  superseded  by  Moreau.  The 
archduke  refusing  to  ratify  the  convention  made  by 

Seneral  Stzaray,  the  French  hastily  evacuated  Man- 
eim  and  Neckerau,  thus  dosine  the  campaign  of 
Germany;  in  which  it  is  supposed  that  the  alliei^  by 
killed  and  woiinded,  were  deprived  of  about  forty 
thousand  men»  and  the  French  of  about  forty- five 
thousand*  The  republicans  made  about  thirty  thou* 
aand  prisoners,  while  their  loss  under  that  head  did 
not  amount  to  twenty- five  thousand. 

In  the  spring  of  1799,  preparations  were  made  in 
£!ng1and  for  the  invasion  of  Holland,  and  thirty  then* 
sand  British,  and  seventeen  thousand  Russian  troops 
in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  were  to  be  employed* 
In  deliberating  on  the  project  it  was  agreed^  that  the 
province  of  Holland,  which  contains  half  the  popularr 
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tion  aod  pays  two^fifths  of  the  imposts  of  the  whole 
republicj  and  Amsterdam^  its  capital^  were  the  most 
desirable  object  of  attainment.  The  southern  frontier . 
was  well  defended  with  fortresses;  but  the  country 
Oorth  of  Amsterdam  was  entirely  neglected^  there  h^ 
tng  in  Friesland  only  two  fortified  places,  Lewarden 
end  Harlingen,  and  not  one  in  the  whole  peninsula 
of  North  Holland.  The  English  troops  employed  ia 
this  enterprtze  formed  two  divisions;  the  first,  com* 
mended  by  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  was  to  effect  e 
lending;  end  speedily  to  be  followed  by  e  reinforce* 
raent,  end  afterwards  by  the  remainder  of  the  army» 
the  chief  command  of  which  was  to  be  assumed  by 
(he  duke  of  York.  Admiral  Mitchell  was  to  escort 
the  first  division,  and  undertake  the  conquest  of  the 
Dutch  ships  in  the  TeseL    The  selection  of  the  first 

Eoint  of  attack  beine  left  to  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie^ 
e  fixed  on  the  Helder;  but  the  squadron  was  de* 
(ained  at  sea  till  the  20th  of  August  by  adverse  wind* 
end  calms.  During  this  interval  the  comnaanders  had 
a  conference  with  lord  Duncan,  from  whom  they  ob* 
teined  ten  ships  of  the  line^  which  w6re  placed  under 
edmiral  MitchelL  Orders  were  given  on  the  21st  for 
the  disembarkation  between  Kickduyn  and  Gallant; 
Oogt  end  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  summons  was  dis- 
patched to  admiral  Story  and  colonel  Gilquin,  whQ 
commanded  at  the  Helder.  The  republicans  had  been 
80  completely  deceived  with  respect  to  the  point  on 
which  a  landing  would  be  attempted,  that  no  means 
of  defence  were  adopted;  and  the  Dutch  fleet  and  the 
whole  peninsula  would  probably  have  fallen  without 
contest  into  the  power  of  the  English,  but  for  an  al« 
teration  of  the  wind,  which,  when  they  were  on  the 
point  of  disembarking,  forced  them  out  to  sea. 

At  the  period  when  the  British  fleet  approached  the 
coast,  ihtte  were  in  the  United  Provinces  twenty 
thousend  national  and  ten  thousand  French  troops, 
under  the  command  of  general  Brune;  but  as  the 
French  directory  had  not  expected  an  attack  on  North. 
Holland^  no  preperetiens  were  made  in  that  quarCeiv 
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nor  ^as  it  tilt  after  the  summons  bad  been  deliverea 
to  admiral  Story  that  general  Daendals  received  orders 
to  assemble  bis  division.  He  then  collected  fen  thou-^ 
land  three  hundred  and  thirtj-four  men,  with  v?hicfi 
lie  made>  dispositions  for  defence.  The  British^  bow- 
kver,  soon  eflfected  a  landing;  and  the  third  brigade 
having  reached  the  shore,  under  sir  James  Pultenej 
Md  general  Coote,  compelled  the  republicans  to  retire 
it)  every  direction.  Daendels  immediately  evacuated 
ihe  Heider;  and  the  British  taking  possession  of  that 
]^lace  and  Huysduinen,  gained  a  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon^  the  greatest  part  of  vrfaich^  though  spiked, 
xrete  soon  rendered  fit  for  service.  A  reinforcemeni 
of  five  thousand  men  arrived  the  same  day  under  ge- 
neral Don,  and  the  troops  were  actively  employed  in 
securing  their  position.  This  was  oft  the  28th  of  Au- 
gust; and  the  maritime  object  of  the  expedition  was 
.  Achieved  before  the  end  of  the  month.  Admiral  Story 
liad  received  orders  to  defend  himself  to  the  utmost. 
but  his  subordinate  officers  and  crews  were  anxious  to 
shew  tbeir  attachment  to  the  house  of  Orange ;  and 
ihe  admiral  finding  he  could  not  rely  on  his  men^  was 
compelled  to  surrender  his  whole  squadron,  consisting 
of  thirteen  ships  of  war^  together  with  three  ludiamen 
lind  some  transports. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Abercrombie  continued  to 
tdvance  and  to  fortify  himself  in  the  Zype;  whil^ 
Daendels  retreating  before  him,  left  the  whole  coun- 
try open  between  the  sea  and  Alkmaar.  At  this  place 
the  French  troops  under  general  Brune  arrived,  who 
ordered  new  dispositions  of  the  line  of  defence,  and 
concentrated  his  army  in  the  front  of  the  town,  with 
its  right  at  Rustenburg,  its  centre  occupying  St.  Fan* 
cras>  and  its  left  extending  to  the  sand  hills  near 
Groet.  The  arrival  of  the  Batavian  general  Dumon-* 
ceiMi  raisgi  the  force  in  this  quarter  to  twenty  thou^^ 
sand,  of  whom  seven  thousand  were  Frenchmen. 
Other  measures  were  taken  for  augmenting  thes^ 
troops,  arming  the  national  guards^  and  particularly 
for  decoding  Amsterdam.     During  the  time  that  sic 
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Hftlp^  Abercrombie  was  employed  in  fortifjing  bi^ 

Soiifinii^  and  expecting  tbb  rbinforcements  from  Great 
tfitalin  and  Rossia^  general  Brune^  baving  a  consi-^ 
derablf^  superiority  of  numbers;  matcbisd  in  three^'co- 
}<imns  to  attack  him.  The  left^  composed  of  Frencli 
troopi,  made  a  spirited  assault^  and  gained  som^ 
ttroufid,  though  ultimately  repulsed,  and  obliged  to 
nil  back  it}  Alkmaar.  The  Batavian  division  of  «bi^ 
cetttre  shewed  equal  courage^  but  after  tV90  desperate 
dssftults  oti  the  entrenchments,  they  were  obliged  to 
iietire.  The  reinforcement  of  the  second  division  of 
ttussians,  and  of  the  duke  of  York  and  three  brigaded 
Of  British  trodps,  arrived  on  the  18th  of  September/ 
i^hich  raised  the  numbers  of  the  army  to  thirty-three 
thousatid  effective  men,  of  ^bom  one  thousand  two 
liundred  were  light  dragodns. 

At  the  time  when  the  duke  of  York  assuriied  the 
MmiAamI  he  had  a  superiority  in  dumbers,  but  that 
appeiti's  to  have  been  his  only  advantage.  The  re- 
^ubtieani  had  put  intd  full  irigour  their  measures  for 
dtfenti,  and  the  inhabitant!  of  the  country  w6re  pre*. 
i>ared  at  every  point.  The  British  prince,  sensible  of 
the  fatal  eflTdds  of  delity,  projected  aii  immediate  at- 
tack On  his  opponents.  He  divided  bii  force  into  four 
eoluoins;  onid  of  whicHi  composed  i^rincipally  of  Rus^ 
lAaifti  under  general  Herm^nn^  advancing  two  hours' 
Before  day-brfeak  on  the  19th  of  Septemberi  ntade  a' 
Vigorlil]*  attack,  and  after  pushing  forward  with  great 
imipettiosity  by  Camperduyn,  forcing  the  entrench- 
ihenO*  of  Slaperdike,  carrying  the  village!  of  Groet 
tftid  SchofeU  Hod  proceeding  some  space  further,  was' 
obliged,  after  expending  its  ammunitioO,  to  retire  id' 
diodfu^ibtl  toVl^ards  Schorel.  A  second  column  under 
^nerffl  Dundas  mdving  at  break  of  day  took  the  vi|-; 
ItLgt  c(f  Warmehhuysen/ carried  the  entrenched  postt>£' 
l^burMtfani,  and  passing  the  canal  of  AlkiAalar  pro* 
Milided  td  Schorel,  whetfi  their  progress  wa!  discon* 
tertetf  bjr  th^' retreat  of  the  Russians,  the  inevitable 
tSSikU  6f  thiiiy  fiirst  precipitate  advt^nce.  lo  these  cir^ 
<»bt)>MBMeft  tlr^  dolb'of  York;  by  a.sp£rit<iit  ux^^  sv\c^ 
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cessfol  charge  on  the  pursuiog  forces^  gaioed  adTaif' 
iages  sufficient  to  restore  the  day^  bad  it  been  possible 
-to  rally  the  Russians^  and  form  them  on  the  right  of 
the  English  on  the  sand  hills.  Every  effort  for  this 
purpose  having  failed,  no  resource  viras  left  but  ta 
withdraw  the  British  forces  to  their  first  position. 

These  failures  were  rendered  the  more  mortifying 
by^he  complete  success  of  the  third  column  under 
sir  James  Pulteneyj  virbose  troops  soon  expelled  Daen- 
dels  from  an  almost  impregnable  position  on  the  head 
of  the  Langedike,   formed  a  junction  with  general 
Coote,  and  vyere  proceeding  to  St.  Pancras  to  co-ope-^ 
rate  in  the  attack  of  Koedike,  when,  in  consequence 
of  the  disasters  attending  the  Russians,  he  was  directed 
to  secure  a  retreat,  which  he  effected  in  good  order, 
having  killed  and  wounded  seven  hundred  of  his  op-* 
ponents,   made  nine  hundred  prisoners,   and  thrown 
into  the  canal  the  cannon  which  he  had  taken  in  the 
entrenchments,  which  the  badness  of  the  roads  did  not 
permit  him  to  carry  off.  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  with 
the  fourth  column  had  taken  the  town  of  Hoorn  with- 
out resistance,  and  was  preparing  to  march  towards 
Schermerhorn  when  the  event  was  announced  to  him, 
V  accompanied  with  orders  also  to  retire,  which  he  did 
without  opposition.  Besides  their  killed  and  wounded 
the  republicans  lost  three  thousand  prisoners.     The 
l^ritish  had  one  hundred  and  seventeen  killed,  four 
huiidred  and  nine  wounded,  and  four  hundred  and 
ninety  missing;  the  Russians  one  thousand  sev^n  bun* 
dred  and  forty-five  killed  or  taken,  and  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  wounded.     After  the 
action  both  parties  resumed  their  former  stations. 

Preparations  were  made  by  the  duke  of  York  for  a 
renewed  attack,  but  this  was  delayed  by  storms  and 
tempests  which  laid  the  plains  and  sea^shores  under 
water./  The  second  assault  was  to  be.made  by  thirty 
thousand  men,  divided  into  four  columns,  to  whom 
about  twenty-five  thousand^  mostly  French/  wereop<* 
posed.  The  object  was  to  dislodge  the  enemy  frooi 
the  main  position  of  Bergen.    This  post  wfts  to  be 
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turned  and  taken  in  reverse  by  the  column  under  Aber- 
crombie;  it  was  to  be  attacked  in  front  by  that  of 
general  Essen^  supported  by  two  brigades  of  the  third 
column;  the  latter  had  for  its  object  to  carry  Schorel- 
dam;  and  the  fourth  was  to  act  as  the  reserve.  The 
Russians  were  placed  in  the  centre,  and  the  English 
on  the  two  wings.  The  action  took  place  on  the  2d 
of  October^  when  ihe  hopes  of  the  English  were  again 
frustrated  by  the  Russians,  who  refused  to  advance^ 
and  wer^  with  difficulty  prevented  from  retreating 
from  Schoretdam.  The  contest  was  vigorous  and  ob- 
stinate in  all  directions;  the  allies  remained  masters  of 
the  field,  and  the  republicans  retreated  during  the 
night  to  a  new  position.  The  victory,  however,  wag 
not  commensurate  to  the  expectations  of  the  British 
commander.  His  force  was  reduced  by  the  loss  of 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  in-, 
duding  officers,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;  nor 
was  he  consoled  by  the  reflection  that  the  loss  of  his 
opponents  considerably  exceeded  three  thousand. 

The  duke  of  York  had  now  gained  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  country  between  Egmont-op-Zee  and  Alkmaar, 
and  it  may  be  said  also  of  that  between  that  town  and 
the  Zuyder  Zee,  and  employed  himself  in  fortifying 
his  new  positions.  Still  he  was  under  the  necessity, 
notwithstanding  the  diminution  of  his  force  and  the 
severity  of  the  season,  of  making  further  advances,  or 
renouncing  his  enterprize.  As  a  preparatory  mea- 
sure, he  dispatched  general  Don  on  a  mission  to  the 
Batavian  directory,  on  the  6th  of  October;  but  gene- 
ral Brune  not  only  refused  him  a  passport,  but  de- 
tained him  prisoner.  The  duke  of  York  therefore 
directefd  the  advanced  posts  of  the  front  and  centre  to 
push  forward,  in  order  to  prepare  and  facilitate  a  ge- 
neral attack  which  he  had  in  contemplation.  The 
Russians  took  the  village  of  Baccum;  but  conceiving 
that  the  possession  of  a  height  beyond  it  would  make 
them  more  secure,  exceeded  their  orders  by  advancing 
to  Caatricum.  This  brought  on  a  general  engage- 
ment upon   unexpected  ground,  which  was  fought 
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with  great  obstiducy.  and  proved  extremely  destrucr 
five.  It  equally  frustrated  the  intended  operatioo^  ojf 
bpth  parties.  But  the  allies  found  their  situation  dailj^ 
worse,  their  force  consuming!  and  their  hopes  of  cor 
operation  from  the  natives  diminishing;  while  theif: 
antagonists  were  continually  receiving  reipforcements^ 
^nd  gaining  courage  by  the  prosperous  tifro  of  (beii: 
affairs. 

Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  and  the  other  general  ofR/^ 
(ers  now  drew  up  a  representation  to  the  cpmman- 
der-in-chief^  shewing  the  reduced  state  of  the  troop^ 
^hich  had  suffered  a  diminution  of  nearly  ten  fhoa-; 
sand  men;  the  diflScuIties  opposed  to  their  progress  (ly 
the  seasoq,  the  bad  roads,  and  the  daily  augmenting 
ibrce  of  the  republicans;  the  increasing  iinpedimet)ti| 
to  the  receipt  of  supplies;  and  the  impossibility,  fron^ 
the  unwillingness  of  the  Dutch  to  rise  \n  insurrection. 
^f  effecting  the  great  objects  of  the  enterprize:  afl4 
submitting  to  his  royal  highness  the  propriety  of  con-; 
ducting  back  the  army  to  its  position  of  the  Z}pei 
where  it  would  be  nearer  j|t8  magazines,  and  where  in^ 
9.tructions  could  speedily  be  obtained  from  England^ 
This  remonstrance  had  the  desired  effect,  an^  thq 
^hole  army  retreated  in  the  face  of  its  opponent^ 
Without  disorder  or  pursuit.  The  duke  of  York  now 
foynd  that  it  was  impossible  again  to  march  forward ; 
be  could  have  maintained  his  position,  but  the  health 
of  his  troops  must  have  been  sacrificed,  nor  could  th^ 
vUimate  ends  of  the  expedition  have  been  attained. 
To  return  to  England  was  the  most  beneficial  mea* 
sure  he  could  adopt;  but  iq  retreating  on  ship  hp^/:^ 
before  a  foe  superior  in  numbers,  he  found  that,  eyeq 
under  the  o^ost  favourable  circumstances,  he  must  sikr 
orifice  many  valuable  lives,  or  inundate  the  country,  a 
resource  from  which  his  humanity  and  justice  equally 
revolted.  Negociation  became  the  only  eligihle  uxoit 
of  proceeding,  and  general  Knox  was  dispatched  to 
the  head-quarters  of  the  republicans  with  propo^ala 
for  evacuating  Holland,  which,  after  sevei;al  papera 
ijiad  been  excbajtig^dj  wi^  oi^  ti^t  18th  agreed  on.  Th9 
'  principc^l 
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nrincipal  fi^oodilioiu  were  the  relinqukhroeot  of  thm, 
tjelder  ip  as  gaod  »  9tate  as  it  had  been  takeoj  the  un** 
conditional  reslitutioo  of  eight  thousand  Fren<:b  and 
putcb  prisoners  to  be  selected  bj  agents  of  those  d»- 
tionsj  and  the  unmolested  embarkation  of  the  allicf^ 
^bicb  faok  pl^e  before  the  end  pf  November*  ' 


CHAPTER  X- 

TH^  affairs  of  France  now  began  (o  assun^e  a  leia 
unfavourable  aspect.  Tbey  were  indeed  driven 
to  the  extremities  of  Italy;  but  they  retained  Genoa, 
aad  Switzerland  and  Holland  continued  under  thdijr 
COOtroiiL  Nowhere  but  in  Egypt  had  the  repubticaq% 
been  completely  foiled;  and  liere  Bonaparte  finding 
^he  ground  qo  longer  tenable^  hastened  back  to  Pari%| 
where  he  was  received  with  acclamatioD  and  applause^ 
The  parties*  in  the  government  were  equally  babocedi, 
iiud  both  the  Jacobins  and  the  Moderates  equallj; 
courted  his  assistance.  Tlie  Jacobins  still  possessed  i| 
Qiajority  in  th^  council  of  five  hundred;  bu^  ia  th^ 
Qihca  council  their  antagonists  were  superior*  The 
director  Sieyes  was  understood  to  be  of  the  party  of 
the  Moderates^  and  the  Jacobins  had  unsuccessUiUyr 
attempted  to  remove  him  from  his  office.  Neithea 
party  was  satisfied  with  the  existing  authorities^  but 
noo^  of  the  unual  indications  of  hostility  appearecU 
The  Jacobia^  were  far  froni  suspecting  that  Sieyeii 
bad  a  plot  ripe  for  escecution,  which  was  to  overwhelm 
them  in  an  instant;  they  were  even  in  some  measvre 
kid  asleep  by  an  artful  scene  of  festivity,  in  which  the 
whole  members  of  the  councils  were  induced  to  e»* 
gage,  on  the  6th  of  November,  under  pretence  of 
4oiog  honour  to  the  arrival  of  Bonaparte. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  one  of  the  committeea^ 
pf  the  council  of  ancients  presented  a  report^  in  which 
they  asserted  that  the  country  was  in  danger,  and  pro-* 
posed  tq  ^djourathe  sitting  of  the  legislature  to  St» 
^:  Cloudy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4^9         riEMOtltS  OF   BONAPAkry  AN»  HISTORY  OF 


Cloud>  about  six  miles  from  Paris.  As  (he  council  ot 
$ve  hundred  had  no  constitutional  right  to  dispute  the 
authority  of  this  decree,  and  as  the  ruling  party  in  it 
iiras  frpmpletely  taken  by  surprize,  its  members  silently 
fObmitted,  and  both  counciils  assembled  on  the  10th 
of  November  at  the  place  appointed.  The  council  of 
five  hundred,  however,  exhibited  a  scene  of  much  agi- 
tation. They  received  a  letter  from  Legarde^  secre- 
tary to  the  directory,,  stating,  that  four  of  its  members 
bad  sent  resignations  of  their  officer,  and  that  the  fifth 
(B^rras)  was  in  custody  by  order  of  general  Boaa^ 
pafte^  who  had  been  appointed  commanded  of  their 
^uard  by  the  council  of  ancients.  While  the  council 
were  deliberating,  Bonaparte  entered  the  hall,  attend- 
ed by  about  twenty  officers  and  grcnadferB.  .He  ad- 
Tanced  towards  the  chair  Where  bis  brother;  Lucier\ 
Bonaparte,  sat  as  president;'  Great  confusion  ensued;' 
he  was  branded  with  the"  epithets  of  Cromwell,  a 
Csesar,  an  usurper.  The  members  began  to  press, 
upon  him,'  and  his  countryman  Arena  attempted  to 
stab  him  with  a  dagger.  He  'was,  however,  rescued 
by  the  military.  Lucien  Bonaparte  then  left  the  chair, 
and  castf  aside  the  badge  of  office  which  he  wore  as  a 
member  of  the  council.  The  confasion  did  nbt  dimi- 
nish; but  in  a  short  time  a  party  of  armed  men  rushed 
into  the  hall,  and  carried  off  Lucien  Bonaparte.  A 
tumultuous  debate  now  began,  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed that  Bonaparte  should  be  declared  an  outlaw;, 
ivbed  the  doors  of  the  hail  were  again  burst  open,  miT' 
litary  music  was  heard,  a  body  of  troops  entered  the. 
ball  in  full  array,  and  the  members  were  compelled  to 
tfeek  their  safety  in  flight. 

In  the  evening,  a  select  number  of  the  council  of 
ancients  met  by  their  own  authority,  and  voted  that 
the  grenadiers  who  had  made  a  rampart  of  their  bo- 
dies around  the  cOmmander-in-chief  had  deserved  welt 
of  the  country.  ,  A  committee  of  five  was  formed  to 
consider  of  measures  of  public  safety.  At  eleven^ 
Boulay  de  la  Meurthe. appeared  as  their  reporter,  and' 
declared  the  vices  and  radical  defects  of  the  ezistingi 
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«6nslitiition^  and  tb€  council  having  first  decreed  the 
abolition  of  the  executive  directory^  the  powers  of  the 
•tate  were  vested  in  Bonaparte^  Sieves^  and  Ducos,  un* 
der  the  title  of  Consuls.  A  constitution  afterwards  gave 
to  Bonaparte  the  title  oi  first  consul;  and  the  whole 
and  absolute  government  of  the  state  was  vested  in 
him,  although  a  source  of  deliberation  was  preserved 
by  the  estabUshinent  of  a  conservative  senate  and  a 
tribunate.  Most  of  the  members  of  the  council  of 
five  hundred  now  returned  to  Paris^  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  confirmed  all  the  decrees  of  the 
council  of  ancients.  The  new  government  entered 
upon  its  functions  at  Paris  on  the  17tb  of  November^ 
when  the  consuls  decreed  the  transportation  of  a  dum- 
ber of  the  leading  Jacobins  to  Guiana^  and  ordered 
many  others  to  be  imprisoned.  But  these  decrees  were  * 
speedily  recalled,  and  affairs  went  on  as  "smoothly  as  if 
nothing  unusual  had  occurred. 

THE   CONSULATE. 

At  lengthy  in  the  middle  of  December,  1799,  the 
consuls  with  their  legislative  committees  produced  ta 
the  public  their  plan  of  a  new  constittition,  which 
t^ey  presented  to  the  primary  assemblies,  and  which 
was  said  to  have  been  accepted  by  them  without  op- 
position, like  all  the  former  constitutions.  It  was  a 
very  singular  species  of  absolute  government,  neither 
admitting  of  repreitentatives,  nor  indeed  of  any  other 
form  of  political  freedom.  Eighty  men^  who  were  to 
elect  their  own  successors,  were  to  possess,  under  the 
appellation  o{  ^  conservative  senate,  the  power  of  no- 
minating the  whole  legislators  and  executive  rulers  of 
the  state;  but  could  not  themselves  hold  any  office  in 
either  of  these  departnients.  The  sovereignty  was 
Concentrated  in  an  individual,  who,  under  the  title  of 
chief  consul,  was  to  hold  his  power  for  ten  years,  and 
might  then  be  rcrelected.  The  whole  executive  au- 
thority was  entrusted  to  him,  with  the  exclusive  pri-"^ 
vtlege  of  proposing  new  laws.   The  two  other  consuls 
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joined  at  bis  disliberttions,  but  could  not  comrotll  bit 
if^ill.  The  legislative  power  Was  entrusted  to  two  ai«^ 
lembliest  the  one  consisting  of  one  bundr<Hl  membert 
•ailed  a  tribunate,  and  the  other  of  a  HHat^  of  thre<^ 
bundred  members.  When  a  law  was  proposed  by  tbc^ 
chief  consul^  the  tribunate  might  debate  about  it,  bofr 
bad  no  vote  in  its  enactment*  The  senatic  might  vottf 
far  Of  against  its  enactment^  but  had  no  power  of  de* 
bate.  Neither  the  consuls,  nor  thci  members  of  thtf 
legislatif e  bodies,  nor  of  the  conserfstive  senate,  werti 
fesponsible  for  their  conduct  The  mtnisters  of  state, 
bowever,  who  were  appointed  by  the  cfiief  eonstit^ 
were  to  be  responsible  for  the  measures  they  might 
adopl 

In  the  primary  assemblies  the  people  elected  one^ 
tenth  of  their  qumber  as  candidates  for  iofiirior  o^ 
fices*  Persons  thus  chosen  elected  one-tenth  of  them^ 
selves  as  candidates  for  higher  offices;  and  these  agaiif 
elected  a  tenth  of  themselves  for  all  the  highest  offices 
of  the  state.  Out  of  this  last  tenth  the  conservative! 
senate  were  to  nominate  the  consuls,  legislators,  and ' 
members  of  their  own  body.  But  this  last  r^ulartioa 
was  to  have  no  effect  till  the  ninth  year  of  the  repub- 
iic*  In  the  mean  time  the  same  committees  that  framed 
the  constitution  appointed  also  all  the  persons  who^ 
were  to  exercise  the  government.  Napoleon  Bona<^ 
parte  was  appointed  chief  consul,  and  Caml]Nicere# 
and  Ijebron  second  and  third  consuls,  in  the  stead  o^ 
Sieves  and  Ducos,  6rst  nominated;  for  Sieyesj  withr* 
bis  usual  caution^  avoided  taking  any  active  share  iol 
the  management  of  publio  affairs,  and  was  appointed^ - 
or  appointed  himself,  a  member  of  his  own  conserva*-" 
five  senate,  the  whole  being  r^t ddd  as  produced  by* 
hiuu  As  a  gratuity  for  his  services,  the  cbfef  consul 
And  bis  legi^tors  promoted  to  him  an  estMe  bebng*^ 
hg  to  the  nation  called  CrwM,  in  the  department  of 
&ioe  and  Oisoi 

The  first  consul  thus  sccor^*  to  himself  the  abs0^* 
Ibte  government,  and  assumed  a  popular  air  of  magu^ 
ttmimity/  bjr  seeAtng  desisoue  to  coneiliale^  thei  regiw 
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of  men  of  all  parties.  He  repealed  two  odious  lawd 
bf  the  directory ;  one  for  a  forced  loan,  the  other  for 
eoDstderiog  the  families  of  suspected  persons  as  hos- 
tages. The  persoDs  sentenced  to  deportation  werii 
permitted  to  revisit  their  country;  several  classes  of 
emigrants  were  erased  from  a  list  which  the  directory 
had  swelled  to  a  most  shameful  degree  of  enormity; 
and  the  oath  of  hatred  to  royalty  was  abolished.  But 
lest  th^  purchasers  of  national  domains  should  con- 
ceive alarms^  they  were  pacified  by  a  proclamation^ 
and  their  rights  were  expressly  reserved  in  the  consti-* 
tution;  and  the  abolitiod  of  the  oath  was  declared  to 
originate^  pot  in  predilection  for  the  monarchial  sys- 
tem^ but  in  a  desire  to  destroy  A  principal  engine  of 
Jacobinical  confederacy,  And  to  avoid  giving  offeoc^ 
to  foreign  governments^  which  every  commonwealth 
ought  to  respect. 

A  general  change  ndw  took  place  in  the  ministry* 
llobert  Lindet,  the  ibinister  of  finance,  was  removed; 
and  his  place  bestowed  on  Gaudin.  Dubois  Crance, 
a  ferocious  Jacobin,  whom  the  influence  of  that  fac<* 
tion  had  raised  to  the  office  of  minister  of  war,  wa^ 
displacedi  and  llerthier  appointed  in  his  steftd.  Cam- 
baceres  was  for  a  short  time  minister  of  justice,  but 
Od  his  elevation  to  the  rank  of  consul,  oe  was  sue* 
eeeded  by  Abrial.  ^uinette  being  deprived  of  the 
situation  of  minister  for  the  home  department,  it  was 
first  given  to  Pierre  Sittion  Laplace,  and  afterwards  td  ' 
tiUcien  Bonajiarte.  Talleyrand  Perigord,  formerly 
bishop  of  Aututii  was  minister  for  foreign  affairs;  and 
l^orfayt  succeeded  fiourdon  in  the  addKinistration  of 
the  marine.  Foucbe,  in  reward  for  his  active  co-ope^ 
fatiofi  in  th6  late  revolution,  v^as  permitt^  to  retaidi 
bis  office  ^of  minister  of  the  police.  In  general  the 
ineaSures  of  the  new  governmeiit  were  popular^  andi 
tzhibited  hopes  of  returning  regularity,  and  the  abo* 
lition  ef  many  odtotM  distinctions  which  had  rendered! 
6oe  portion  of  the  nation  oppressors  of  the  other. 

The  Continuance  of  the  war  was  a  great  impedt^ 
ta^ot  Co  the  pew  prospiects  of  Bonapairtei ,  which  n6t 
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only  required  gr^at  exertions  and  sacrificesj  but  fornix 
ed  a  pretext  for  manj  oppressive  and  vexatious  exae*'' 
ttons,  and  continually  endangered  tbe  safety  of  the 
ruling  powers.     To  restore  peace  was  i|t  once  the 
most  popular  and  most  beneficial  object  the  new  go- 
vernment could  achieve;    and   notwithstanding  tbe 
circumstances  of  the  times  could  not  afford  a  reasona-^ 
ble  prospect  of  Immediate  success  in  such  a  negocia- 
tiooi  it  was  however  necessary,  as  the  people  were 
impatient,  to  commence  a  correspondence  on  the  8ub<» 
ject-  with  the  allied   powers.     Messengers  were  ac^ 
cordingly  dispatched  to  Vienna  and  London*     Tbe 
tenor  of  the  communication  to  the  imperial  cabinet 
was  never  disclosed;  but  the  correspondence  with  tbe 
British  ministry  was  immediately  made  public.     De- 
serting the  accustomed  forms  of  diplomatic  proceed- 
ing, Bonaparte,  on  the  26th  of  December,   wrote 
a*  letter  to  tbe  king  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  en- 
closed in  one  from  Talleyrand  to  lord  Grenville*. 

By 

•  The  following  is  tbe  official  trtnslatioo : 

<<  Bonaparte,  First  Consul  of  tbe  Republic,  to  the  Kiof 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland: 

^<  Called  by  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  French  nation  to  occupy  the  first, 
magistracy  of  tbe  republic,  1  think  it  proper  on  entering  into  of- 
fice ia  make  a  dlrecft  commnnication  of  it  to  your  majesty. 

**  The. War  which  for  eight  years  has  raTaged  the  four  ^uartersi 
of  the  world,  must  it  be  eternal  ?  Are  there  no  means  of  coming  to 
an  understanding  ?  How  can  the  two  most  enlightened  nations  of 
Europe,  powerful  and  strong  beyond  what  their  safety  and  inde- 
pendence require,  sacrifice  to  ideas  of  Tain  grandeur,  commerce, 
prosperity,  and  peace  ?  How  is  it  that  they  do  not  feel  that  pe«cs 
is  of  the  first  importance,  as  well  as  the  highest  glory  ? 

^<  These  sentiments  cannot  be  foreign  to  (he  heart  of  your  ma« 
jesty,  who  reigns  over  a  free  nation  with  the  sole  Tiew  of  render*  * 
Ing  it  happy.  Your  majesty  will  see  in  this  overture  my  sincere 
wish  to  contribcito  efficaciously,  for  the  Second  *time,  to  a  general 
pacification,  by  a. step  speedy,  entirety  of  confidence,  anddisen* 
gaged  from  those  forms  which,  perhaps  necessary  to  disguise  th« 
dependence  of  weak  states,  prore  in  those  that  are  strong  on\f. 
the  desire  of  deceiving  each  other. 

<«  France  and  England,  by  the  abuse  of  their  strength,  may  ^till 
tow  a  lopf  tim^  fortkomisfortaae  of  M  aatfonri  retard  the  pe«* 
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^    By  the  letter  from  the  Brst  consul  to  the  BritUh 
court  it  is  evident  that  Bonaparte  was  ezceedipgly 

anxious 


Tiod  of  their  being  exhaasted ;  bnt  I  will  Tenture  to  nay  it,  tb« 
fate  of  all  ciTilized  nationg  it  attached  to  the  terminatioo  of  a  war 
which  ioToWes  the  whole  world. — Your  majesty's,  &c. 

"  Bonaparte." 
"  Paris,  5  Nivosey  Sihyear.'' 

To  this  letter  lord  Grennlle,  as  secretary  of  state  for  the 
foreign  department,  returned  an  answer  rather  perhaps  more 
haughty  than  prudent.  It  was  concdred  in  the  folloifing  terms: 
«  Sir, 
<<  I  have  laid  before  the  king  the  letters  which  yon  hare  trans* 
nittcd  to  mc,  and  his  majesty,  seeing  no  reason  to  depart  from 
those  forms  which  have  long  been  established  in  En  rope  for  trans* 
acting  business  with  foreign  states,  ha^  commanded  me  to  return 
in  his  name  the  official  answer  which  I  send. 

*^  I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  **  GRtNTrLLE.'* 

OFFICIAL   NOTE. 

<^  The  king  has  giren  frequent  proofs  of  his  sincere  desire  for 
reestablishing  tranquillity  in  Europe.  He  neither  is  nor  has  been 
engaged  in  any  contest  for  Tain-glory.  He  had  no  other  riew 
than  that  of  maintaining  against  all  aggressions  the  rights  and 
happiness  of  bis  subjects.  For  these  he  has  contended  against  an 
unprovoked  attack,  and  for  (he  same  objects  is  still  obliged  to 
contend.  Nor  can  he  hope  that  the  necessity  could  be  remored 
hy  entering  at  the  present  moment  into  negociation  with  those 
whom  a  fresh  revolution  has  so  recently  placed  in  the  exercise  of 
power  in  France ;  since  no  real  advantage  can  arise  from  such 
negociation  to  the  desirable  object  of  general  peace,  til!  those 
causes  have  ceased  to  operate  which  originally  produced  the  war^ 
1^  which  it  has  been  since  protracted,  and  in  more  than  one  in- 
stance renewed.  The  same  system  to  which  France  justly  ascribes 
^11  her  present  miseries  has  also  involved  Europe  in  a  destructive' 
'warfare,  of  a  nature  long  unknown  to  the  practice  of  civiliaed 
nations.  For  the  extension  of  this  system,  and  the  extermination 
of  all  established  governments,  the  resources  of  France  have  been 
lavished  and  exhausted.  To  this  indiscriminate  spirit  of  destruc* 
tion,  the  Netherlands,  the  United  Provinces,  and  the  Swiss  can. 
tons,  have  successively  been  sacrificed.  Germany  has  been  ra- 
vaged— Italy  has  been  the  scene  of  unbounded  rapine  and  anarchy. 
His  majesty  himself  has  been  compelled  to  maintain  an  arduona 
contest  for  the  independence  and  existence  of  his  kingdom. 

<^  Nor  have  these  calamities  been  confined  to  Europe  alone: 
they  have  been  extended  to  the  most  distant  quarters  of  the  world, 
and  even  to  countries  so  remote,  both  in  situation  and  interest^ 
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anxious  to  bring  about  a  speedy  negociation.  Bu| 
from  this  lettcir  no  great  ex  potations  of  opening  ^ 

pego- 

from  Ilia  ^fmeok  cootett,  that  the  tery  existence  of.  snch  a  war 
was  probablj  pnknown  to  those  who  saddenly  found  tbeidselTes 
iDYolved  in  its  horrors. 

^^  Whilst  such  a  system  therefore  prevails,  aod  whilst  the  blood 
and  treasures  of  a  powerful  nation' can  be  lavished  id  its  support^ 
^perieoce  has  shewn  that  no  defence  but  that  of  open  and  steady 
bostility  can  be  availing.  The  most  solemn  treaties  only  prepare^ 
the  way  to  fresh  aggression ;  and  it  is  to  determined  resistance 
alone  that  whatever  remains  in  Europe  of  stability,  for  prosperi* 
tyy  for  personal  safety,  for  social  order,  dr  the  eiercise  of  n*li« 
yion,  can  be  preserved.  For  the  security,  therefore,  of  these 
essential  objects,  his  majesty  cannot  place  reliance  on  the  mere 
fenewal  of  general  professions  for  pacific  disposition.  Such  pro* 
fessions  have  been  repeatedly  held  out  by  all  who  have  successively 
directed  the  resources  of  France  to  the  destruction  of  Europe,  and 
whom  the  present  rulers  have  declared  all  to  have  been  incapable 
of  maintaining  the  relations  of  amity.  Greatly  will  his  majesty 
rejoice  whenever  It  shall  appear  that  the  danger  to  which  his  own 
dominions  and  those  of  his  allies  have  been  so  long  exposed  ha« 
i^ally  ceased ;  whenever  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  necessity  of 
tesistance  shall  be  at  an  end ;  that,  after  so  many  years  of  crimes 
l^id  miseries,  better  principles  have  prevailed,  and  the  gigantic 
l^rojects  of  ambition,  endangering  the  very  existence  of  civil  so. 
(iety,  have  at  length  been  relinquished.  But  the  conviction  of 
foch  a  change  can  result  only  from  the  evidence  of  facts. 

^^*  The  best  pledge  of  its  reality  and  permanence  would  be  the 
restoration  of  that  line  of  princes  which,  for  so' many  centuries, 
Maintained  the  French  nation  in  prosperity  at  home  and  consi^ 
deration  abroad.  Such  an  event  would  at  once  remove  all  obsta* 
^les  in  the  way  of  negociations  of  peace.  It  would  confirm  to 
France  the  unmolestdl  enjoyment  of  its  ancient  territory,  afkd 
^ive  to  all  other  nations  that  tranquillity,  that  security,  which 
ibey  are  now  compelled  to  seek  by  other  means.  ^ 

*<  But  it  is  not  to  this  mode  that  his  majesty  limits  the  possibly 
lity  of  solid  pacification.  He  makes  no  claim  to  prescribe  toi 
FraQce  what  shall  be  the  form  of  her  government,  or  in  whosei 
bands  she  dhall  vest  the  authority  necessary  for  conducting  the 
affairs  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 

*<  His  majesty  only  looks  to  the  sec<i>city  of  his  own  dominions, 
of  his  allies,  and  of  Europe.  Whenever  he  shall  judge  it  can  be 
III  any  manner  attained,  he  will  eagerly  embrace  the  opportunity 
to  concert  with  his  allies  the  means  of  an  immediate  and  general 
jpeace. 

^<  Unhappily  at  present  no  snch  security  exists;  no  sufficient 
avidence  of  tl^e  principles  by  which  the  new  government  will  be 
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oegociation  could  be  formed.  The  most  ardent  frieodl 
to  peace  could  scarcely  hope^  that,  io  the  circumstances 
in  which  France  was  placed  at  this  epocha,  jwit 
emerging  from  a  great  revolutionary  crisis,  her  trea^ 
sury  empty,  a  fourth  part  of  her  territory  io  open  inh 
surrectiouj  her  armies,  notwithstanding  their  late  vic- 
tories, driven  back  nearly  within  the  frontier,  and  those 
of  her  allies,«-proposals  for  opening  a  negociatioo 
for  peace  would  be  accepted  with  the  alacrity  with 
which  it  was  offered.  The  answer  of  the  English 
ininister  left  no  doubt  on. this  subject. 

This  answer  plainly  indicated  that  recourse  w^ 
only  to  be  had  to  the  sword;  and  though  it  was  some* 
what  mortifying  to  his  pride,  perhaps  this  reply  wai 
less  disagreeable  than  might  have  been  imagined  to 
the  warlike  spirit  of  Bonaparte.  He  had  fulfilled  th^ 
engagement  be  had  made  with  this  nation,  of  opening 
a  negociation  by  even  supplicating  for  peace;  and  thip 
rejection  of  these  intreaties  had  left  him  altogether 
master  of  the  conduct  he  was  in  future  to  pursue. 
The  guarantee  which  was  pointed  out  in  the  minister^ 
letter  as  the  surest  and  most  natural  means  of  a  dura* 
ble  peace,  namely,  the  restoration  of  the  Pourbons^ 
was  considered  as  an  intolerable  insult;  the  charge  of 
aggression,  so  confidently  introduced,  was  poiotedljr 
commented  on ;  and  the  determination  of  abiding  by 
the  experience  and  evidence  of  facts  was  considered  as 
the  signal  of  a  war  which  was  to  end  only  in  extermn 
nation. 

The  whole  of  the  French  nation,  even  those  who 
disapproved  of  the  manner  in  which  Bonaparte  opene4 
his  communication  with  the  British  governmeot,i  felt 

directed ;  no  reasonable  grounds  of  its  stability  appear.  In  thia 
situation,  therefore,  it  remains  fpr  bia  oiajestj  to  pursue,  in  con- 
junction with  other  powers,  those  exertions  of  a  jnst  anddefensm 
war,  which  a  regard  to  the  happiness  of  his  subjects  will  ncTer 
permit  him  to  continue  beyond  the  necessity  in  which  they  origi* 
nated,  or  to  terminate  on  any  other  foundation  thaii  snch  as 
vould  contribute  to  the  secure  enjoyment  of  their  tranqaillilyy 
their  ooastitHtiony  and  their  Independence. 

(Signed)  <<  GasxTiixs.*' 
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a  common  sentimeDt  of  indignation  at  this  peremptory 
refusal  of  peace,  except  on  terms  which,  it  was  as- 
serted,  were  too  igpominious  to  be  listened  to  with 
complacency.  The  French  government  seized  with 
avidity  this  occasion  of  rendering  the  war  popular; 
but>  in  order  to  throw  the  blame  of  its  continuance 
more  effectually  on  the  British  ministry,  it  appeared 
iiot  to  be  disconcerted  by  this  Brat  rejection  of  its  of* 
fer^,  and,  convinced  that  further  applications  would 
he  attended  with  further  refusals,  continued  the  coc- 
xespondence. 

The  second  note,  dated  January  14,  1800,  written 
by  M.  Talleyrand,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  ia 
answer  to  that  of  lord  Grenville^  began  with  a  recri- 
mination respecting  the  origin  of  the  war^  in  which 
lie  presented  a  picture  of  a  design  and  colouring  to- 
ially  different  from  that  which  the  noble  earl  had 
pourtrayed  in  his  letter.  The  charge  of  aggression, 
of  which  the  French  nation  was  accused,  was  haugh^ 
lily  repulsed,  and  retorted  on  the  coalesced  powers 
and  particularly  on  the  British  government.  After 
expatiating  on  this  subject,  the  French  minister  ob- 
served, that  a  sincere  desire  for  peace  ought  to  lead 
the  parties  to  the  discovery  of  the  means  of  termi- 
nating the  war,  rather  than  apologies  or  Tecriminatioos 
respecting  its  commencement;  that  no  doubt  was  en- 
tertained but  that  the  right  of  the  French  nation  to 
chuse  its  own  government  was  a  point  which  would 
not  be  contested,  asserting  that  the  British  crown  was 
lield  on  no  other  tenure;  tbat^  at  a  time  when  the  re- 
public presented  neither  the  solidity  nor  the  force 
which  it  now  possessed,  negociatioos  had  been  twice 
solicited  by  the  British  cabinet,  and  carried  into  ef- 
fect; that  the  reasons  for  disoontinuing  the  war  were 
become  not  less  urgent;  on  the  contrary,  the  calami- 
ties in  which  the  renovation  of  the  war  must  infallibly 
plunge  the  whole  of  Europe  were  motives  which  had 
induced  the  first  consul  to  propose  a  suspension  of 
jirms^  and  which  ought  likewise  to  influence  the  other 
belligerent  powers.     The  minister  concluded  with 
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firessiog  this  object  so  far  as  to  propose  the  town  of 
I)uftkirk»  or  any  other,  for  the  meeting  of  plenipoten-^ 
tiaries^  in  order  to  accelerate  the  re-establishmeot  of 
peace  and  amity  between  the  French  republic  and 
Sngland. 

1b  the  answer  of  the  British  minister  to  this  note« 
the  recrimination  of  aggression  was  as  contemptuously 
repulsed  as  it  had  been  haughtily  urged.  Referring 
to  his  former  note^  the  minister  observed^  that  the  ob- 
stacles which  had  been  presented  rendered  hopeless 
for  the  moment  any  advantages  which  might  be  ex-* 
pected  from  a  negociation;  that  all  (he  representations 
made  with  so  much  confidence  by  the  French  minister, 
the  personal  dispositions  of  those  in  power,  the  solidi-* 
ty  and  consistency  of  the  new  government,  were  points 
which  could  not  be  admitted  as  motives  for  opening  a 
negociation,  since  these  considerations  remained  yet  to 
be  proved,  and  of  which  the  only  evidence  must  be 
that  already  explained  by  his  majesty,  namely,  ''the 
rissult  of  experience,  and  the  evidence  of  facts/' 

Whatever  were  the  motives  which  led  the  British 
court  to  refuse  ao  peremptorily  all  negociation,  the 
publication  of  this  correspondence  had  a  very  consi- 
derable influence  in  uniting  almost  |ll  parties  in  France 
for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  since  it  was  the 
only  measure  left  for  obtaining  peace. 

The  first  consul,  finding  a  continuance  of  the  war 
inevitable^  adopted  the  utmost  efforts  in  forming  a 
system  of  active  operations,  and  in  abolishing  the 
odious  and  destructive  peculations  established  by  the 
directory;  The  army  began  to  be  supplied  with  ne- 
cessaries, and  vigorous  exertions  were  made  for  ob- 
taining recruits,  and  preventing  desertion.  All  these 
efforts  did  not,  however,  promise  to  be  of  much  avail 
.  while  the  country  was  depressed  and  dispirited,  and 
the  western  departments  in  a  state  of  formidable  in- 
surrection. General  Hedouville,  Vrho  commanded  in 
those  departments,  had  used  every  exertion  to  restorcj 
confidence;  but  the  rapacious  and  cruel  agents  of  the' 
directory^  by  continued  acts  of  tyranny  and  extortion, 
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had  rekindled  the  fiames  of  civil  war,  and  all  the  west 
4»f  France  flew  to  arms,  from  the  banks  of  tbe  Cbarente 
to  those  of  tbe  Seine,  and  from  the  coast  of  Brest  ta 
tbe  gates  of  Toora.  They  numbered  among  tbe  most 
conspicuous  of  their  leaders,  Chatillon,  d'Auticbamp^ 
Bourmont,  Georges,  and  Frotte.  As  it  was  expected 
that  England  would  lend  assistance  to  this  insurrec* 
tioo,  tbe  French  government  employed  great  efforts  in 
reducing  it,  before  tbe  advance  of  spring  should  eo^ 
able  a  fleet  to  keep  tbe  sea,  and  land  in  those  depart-^ 
ments  tbe  powerful  body  of  English  and  Aussias 
troops  then  quartered  at  Jersey. 
«  General  Brune,  who  commanded  in  Holland  dur-< 
ing  the  late  campaign,  and  who  was  now  elevated  tor 
tbe  dignity  of  counsellor  of  state,  was  nominated  ge- 
neral-in-cbief  of  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men,  in« 
tended  to  reduce  ,the  insurgents  to  subjection.  Ho* 
douville  accepted  a  subordinate  rank.  A  proclamation 
was  issued,  and  two  decrees,  one  forbidding  all  gene- 
rals and  public,  functionaries  to  correspond  with  tbe 
leaders  of  the  rebels,  directing  tbe  national  guards  and 
inhabitants  of  districts  to  rise  in  arms  for  their  expul* 
aton,  and  ordaining  that  all  individuals  preaching 
revolt  and  resistanci^  by  force  of  arms  should  be  im-s 
mediately  shot  Tbe  other  decree  declared  tbe  con*' 
stitutioo  suspended  in  tbe  departments  of  tbe  C6te»* 
du'^Nord,  Tlsle  et  Yilaine^  Morbiban,  and  I^oire 
Inferieore;  and  empowered  general  Brune  to  ttake 
regulations  amounting  even  to  pain  of  death,  t€f  im- 
pose contributions  in  the  way  of  penalty,  and  to  adopt 
all  the  means  osed  in  tbe  countries  of  foreign  enemietf 
to  ensure  the  payment  of  those  contributions,  and  tb^ 
maintenance  of  public  peace. 

General  Brune,  on  bis  arrival  in  Bretagoe,  learnt 
that  all  the  insurgent  departments  on  the  left  of  theT 
Loire  had  laid  down  their  arms,  in  pursuance  of 
m  treaty  signed  at  Montfaucon,  on  tbe  18tb  of  Ja* 
ttoary..  This  event  enablfng  him  to  concentrate  bitf 
Operations,  he  began  by  publishing  proclamations  to^ 
tbe  people^  and  found  that  bo  seriom  resistanM  war 
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to  be  apprefaended*  A  few  skirmishes  enabled  him  to 
li]bdue>  m  less  than  a  montbi  all  that  appeared  foraii->' 
dable  ill  the  insurrection,  and  reduced  the  insurgenti 
€o  only  a  small  set  of  detached  bodies*  This  fortunate 
(vent  was  forwarded  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  by 
the  prudent  orders  of  Bonaparte  for  restoring  the 
i^horcbes  tb  the  communes  for  the  purpose  of  perform«- 
Jog  divine  service,  and  for  celebrating  a  pompous 
fbneral  ceremony  in  honour  of  the  late  prosecuted 
#ius  VI. 

^  '  As  tb  the  chiefs  of  the  Chouans,  Cteorges  and  Frott6 
^ere  the  most  formidable.  Georges  having  learnt 
that  Brune  was  reconnoitering  that  portion  of  th^ 
tfcoiiHtry  which  was  termed  his  governmenti  boldly 
advanced  to  a  place  near  the  village  of  Theix,  fol* 
lowed  only  by  three  ChouanSi  and  after  an  interview 
of  an  hour  with  Brune,  who  met  him  for  the  purpose 
Id  a  fields  Feb.  9,  1800,  he  engaged  to  dismiss  his 
troops,  and  yield  up  his  arms.  Frotte  had  written  to 
Hedouville,  declaring  his  willingness  to  surrender; 
but  before  he  could  receive  an  answer,  his  correspon* 
dence  with  an  officer  of  his  own  party  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  republicans.  In  these  papers  be  advised 
flte  Chouans  to  submit  to  every  thii^  except  the  pri* 
Nation  of  their  arms,  and  unguardedly  mentioned  the 
place  of  his  concealment.  He  was  by  this  means  ap* 
prehended,  and  brought  to  trial  before  a  military 
commission  at  Verneuil.  His  behaviour  excited  thie 
highest  admiration:  he  appeared  with  his  accustomed 
intrepidity]  and  in  the  course  of  the  trial  asking  for 
some  wine,  drank  with  his  companions  the  sentiment 
io  odious  to  republican  ears,  Vlvelerai!  The  next 
day,  Feb.  l9,  he  was  conducted  to  execution,  and 
Mill  maintained  the  same  unconcern.  He  went  on  fbotj, 
Mtended  by  his  staff;  and  one  of  the  escort  observin}; 
to  him  that  be  had  lost  the  step,  "  You  are  right,'' 
he  cahsly  answered,  <'  I  did  not  think  of  it,''  and  im-^ 
toediately  changed.  Th^y  were  all  shot  ststoding,  and 
%oilld  not  have  their  eyes  blindfolded.  The  officer 
tkroogh  whoso  improdence  he  had  been  discovered^ 
V#t.L    No.  XIX.  SK  termi- 
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teroiirtated  his  own  existence  vith  a  pistoL  The:M<» 
public  was  thus  freed  from  all  alarm  from  the  CboiA^ 
ADSj  the  bold  remnapt  left  by  Cbarette;  but  the 
departfueiits  were  not  yet  restored  to  civil  govemmeu^ 
being  kept  uocfer  the  coutroul  of  the  military* 

The  first  codsuI's  D«xt  business  wag  to  prepare  to 
open  the  campaign  of  1800,  and  to  infuse  new  vigour 
and  energy  into  the  republican  armies^  by  every  exer^ 
tion  of  liberal  encouragement  and  heroic  fsxamplei 
On  the  death  of  Championnet^  the  command  of  the 
French  army  of  Italy  had  devolved  on  Massena;  and 
the  death  of  Suwarrow,  who  in  chagrin,  had  lermip 
nated  his  days  in  his  native  country^  prevented  eve« 
the  probability  of  another  Russian  army  appearing  ia 
that  quarter.  The  Austrians  remained  under  general 
Melas,  whOj  with  eighty  thousand  men,  was  in  fuU 
possession  of  all  the  fortresses  at  the.  entrance  of  the 
Alps,  from  the  fort  of  Bard  in  the  valley  of  Aosta  to 
Coni>  and  had  been  during  the  whole  winter  in  the 
enjoyment  of  every  necessary,  the  English  fleet  having 
conveyed  to  him  abundant  supplies,  and  facilitated  the 
formation  of  his  magazines  for  the  jtpproaching  cam- 
paign. The  French  in  the  mean  while,  shu(  up  in 
various  posts  from  the  Bochetta  to  the  Alps  of  Daiii* 
phiny,  in  the  midst  of  snow^  and  unassisted  by  anjr 
friendly  intercourse,  had  suffered  every  privation  and 
hardship;  and  with  a  force  not  amounting  to  fifty 
thousand  men,  had  to  defend  positions,  against  eight/ 
thousand  of  their  enemies. 

The  lines  of  the  French  army  on  the  frontier  of 
Germany  ejitended  from  Ebrenbreitsteinto  tbeValais; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  archduke  Charles,  indig- 
nant perhaps  at  the  part  he  had  been  obliged  to  aat 
in  the  last,  and  displeased  with  some  circumstances  in 
the  plan  of  the  present,,  campaign,  renounced  the  com- 
mand,  which  was  conferred  on  field-marshal  Kray* 
As  the  principal  efforts  were  intended  to  be  madcQii 
the  side  of  Italy,  the  troops  were  put  in  motion* 
Melas  quitted  Milan  on  the  6th  of  Aprils  1800^  ta 
.besiege  Genoa^  having  previously  add^esded  a  proejla«' 
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matioD  to  his  troops^  remiuding  them  of  the  gloVy 
they  had  acquired  in  the  last  jear,  and  the  necessity  of 
raaintainiDg  it  hy  new  exploits.  He  attacked  the  Bo* 
cbetta  in  person,  while  field-marshal  the  baron  d'EU  ^ 
nitz  assailed  the  heights  of  Vado,  and  an6tber  column 
of  the  army  reached  Savona  by  the  road  of  Acqui  and 
Sassello;  These  combined  efforts  drove  Massena  into 
Genoa,  while  a  British  squadron  cruised  off  the^oast^ 
and  the  Austrian  general  made  great  exertions  to  gain 
the  surrounding  heights.  A  party  in  Genoa  adverse 
to  the  French  interest  facilitated  the  dispersion  of  a 
proclamation  from  general  Melas,  assuring  the  inha-* 
bitants  that  bis  intentions  were  not  to  subdue,  but  to 
deliver  them  from  a  yoke  which  had  reduced  them  toi 
m  condition  truly  deplorable.  He  promised  to  respect 
property  and  defend  the  true  religion,  to  establish  a 
provisional  government,  make  their  harbour  a  free 
port,  and  protect  their  commerce.*  These  offers  were 
rendered  more  impressive  by  the  blockade  of  the  port 
by  lord  Keith  and  the  great  want  of  provisions,  ^hicii 
obliged  Massena  to  have  recourse  to  severities  to  limit 
the  consumption.  \ 

'  The  Austrians  got  possession  df  the  heijghts  of  Mon* 
ienotte  and  Sao  Giacomo,  made  themselves  masters  of 
Finale,  Vado^  and  Savona,  and  drove  general  Suchet 
Hfter.many  severe  confticts  into  the  county  of  Nice.  In 
these  several  actions  the  French  lost  nearly  ten  thou- 
sand men:  they  captured  many  Austrians,  but  were 
obliged  to  set  them  at  liberty  on  parole  for  want  of 
provisions.  The  besiegers  gained  possession  of  the 
suburb  of  San  Pietro  d'Ancona,  and  made  an  unsucr 
cessful  attempt  to  force  the  gate  called  la  Lanterne. 
Beset  with  internal  as  well  as  external  foes,  and  deter- 
mined to  defend  his  post  to  the  last  extremity,  M asr 
sena  took  measures  for  organizing  the  Cisalpine  refu- 
gees within  the  walls,  invited  the  citizens  to  deposit 
their  private  stock  of  provisions  in  (be  public  stores, 
and  by  proclamations  exhorted  his  followers  to  resist 
the  efforts  of  malevolence,  and  maintain  good  disci- 
pline; and  animated  the  inhabitants  to  endure  with 
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firmness  the  rigours  of  a  siege,  affirming  the  promisei 
of  Austria  to  be  insidious,  and  her  views  treacherous^ 
tad  reminding  them  of  the  glorious  defence  made  by 
therafseives  unaided  in  the  year  1746.  These  efforts 
produced  great  effects,  though  flour  was  almost  en- 
tirely wanting,  the  inhabitants  being  reduced  on  tho 
tenth  day  of  the  siege  to  four  ounces  of  bread  each  aa 
a  daily  allowance;  but  the  slaughter  of  horses  sup- 
plied the  shambles,  and  wine  and  brandy  were  in  great 
abundance. 

The  English  admiral,  lord  Keith,  having  landed  at 
Votri  the  heavy  artillery,  and  the  Austrians  beings 
masters  of  Savona  and  of  all  the  surrounding  heights» 
the  operations  were  secure  from  interruption;  but 
Melas  fearing  that  the  loss  of  time  on  this  object 
would  frustrate  the  general  plan  of  the  campaigow 
ehaoged  the  siege  into  a  blockade,  relying  on  the  ef- 
fects of  famine  rather  than  the  operations  of  force  or 
skilL  Leaving  therefore  generals  Ott  and  Hohensol- 
lern  with  fifty  battalions  before  the  city,  he  marched 
with  the  remainder  of  his  force,  on  the  28th  of  ApriU 
towards  San  Giacomo,  to  join  general  Eloitz,  and  at« 
tack  the  French  under  Suchet  and  Rochambeau,  who 
defended  Oneglia,  San  Remo,  and  the  county  of  Nice. 

The  Austrian  army,  divided  into  two  parts,  pursued 
hoth  the  roads  to  France;  that  by  the  Col  de  Teode 
was  feebly  guarded  by  the  French,  and  that  by  the 
Corniche  was  protected  by  the  British  squadron^ 
whose  light  vessels  sailed  close  to  the  shore.  The  left 
of  the  army,  issuing  out  by  Montferrat,  in  the  mar- 
quisat  of  Finale,  ami  passing  the  Cento  took  posses- 
sion of  Albenga.  The  right  of  the  French  imroe^ 
diately  retreated  to  Marina  di  Diano,  and  learning 
that  the  right  of  the  Austrians  had  reached  the  C^ 
de  Tende,  which  could  not  long  hold  out,  they  made 
a  precipitate  retreat  from  Porto  Mauricio  to  Nice. 
Even  this  city  was  evacuated  in  the  night  on  the  ap- 
proach of  Melas;  but  the  Freach  left  garrisons  in  the 
castle  and  in  that  of  Montalbano,  a»i  withdrew  aU 
iheii  troops  to  the  other  side  of  the  Yar. 
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.  In  Geraan^,  boweTer^  the  campaigii  commeoeed 
mider  circumstances  less  auspicious  to  the  imperial 
arms.    The  forces  io  this  quarter  ivere  considerabljr 
ifeakeiied  bjr  detacfaments  sent  into  Italy,  and  the  po« 
sttion  extended  from  the  Meio  to  the  Adda.    Tbe 
nghtt  under  Sztaraj,  was  cantoned  from  Frankfort  to 
Baden  on  tbe  Mutg,   comprising  tbe  divisions  of 
general  Sxentereskey  in  tbe  neigbbourhood  of  Franks 
wrt,   of  prince  Hobenlobe  between  Manbeim  andl 
Heidelburg,  and  of  baron  Klinglin  near  Rastadt.  Tbe 
centre,  under  general  Kraj,  extended  from  Murg  to 
tbe  lake  of  Constance,  and  included  tbe  division  of 
general  Kenmager,  occupying  tbe  environs  of  Offem* 
berg,  general  Giulai  in  tbe  Brisgau  and  Fribnrg,  and 
that  of  tbe  arcbduke  Ferdinand,'wbicb  defended  tbt 
abores  of  tbe  Rbine  and  of  tbe  lake  of  Constance,  from 
Scbaffbausen  to  Lindau.    A  corps  de  reserve,  com- 
posed of  battalions  of  grenadiers,  was  posted  near 
Yillengen.    Tbe  left  wing,  placed  from  tbe  lake  of 
Constance  to  tbe  bailiwicks  of  Switzerland  along  tbe 
Rbetian  Alps,  was  composed  of  the  corps  of  the  prince 
de  Russ  in  the  Grisons,  general  Huller  in  the  Voral^ 
berg,  and  general  Dedovicb  near  Mount  St.  Gothard. 
This  army  amounted  to  fifty  thousand  men. 

In  like  manner  the  republican  army  was  divided  in« 
to  three  corps,  and  amounted  to  a  hundred  thousand 
meoj  under  tbe  command  of  Moreau.  Tbe  left,  led 
by  St.  Suzanne,  who  occupied  the  left  bank  of  tbe 
Rbine  from  tbe  confluence  of  tbe  Moselle  to  Stras- 
burgh.  The  centre^  extending  from  that  city  to  tbe 
left  bank  of  tbe  Saar,  was  led  by  St.  Cyr,  Delmas, 
Ney,  and  d'Hilliers.  Lecourbe  commanded  tbe  right 
ving,  stationed  in  tbe  mountains  of  Switlzerland. 

General  Kray  receiving  information  of  the  move- 
ments made  by  tbe  French  to  cross  the  Rbine,  assem- 
bled about  thirty  thousand  infantry  and  ten  thousand 
4»valry  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rastadt  and  OflTen- 
burgh;  ordered  Sztaray  to  draw  near  Pbilipsburgh  to 
support  it  if  attacked;  and  preserved  an  imposing 
force  io  tbe  important  post  of  Donauschingeo,  whence 
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he  couId»  according,  to  circumstances^  proceed  to  Ihe 
ducbj  of  Wirtemburg,  the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Con* 
stance^  or  the  frontiers  of  Tyrol.  These  forces  were- 
▼ery  inferior  to  those  opposed  to  them  by  Moreau; 
but  Kray  could  not  imagine  that  Lecourbe  would 
dare  to  quit  Switzerland  to  approach  Upper  Suabia; 
and  the  court  of  Vienna  relying  on  the  success  of  the 
expedition  under  Melas>  considered  that^  even  if  tbo 
French  should  gain  some  ground  in  Suabia,  it  would 
have  the  good  effect  of  disabling  them  from  sending 
reinforcements  to  Provence. 

The  principal  object  of  the  French  was  to  pass  the 
RhinCj  and,  gaining  the  rear  of  the  Black  Forest,  ta 
unite  at  Schaffhausen  and  Smettingen.  To  executed 
this,  St.  Suzanne  crossed  the  river  at  Kehl,  and  St.  Cyr 
at  New  Brisac:  the  latter  without  opposition  took  p08« 
session  of  Friburg;  the  former,  after  a  smart  contest^ 
placed  his  right  at  Vilstett,  Giessen,  arid  Tant,  and 
bis  left  at  Roderverer,  Valassen,  and  Appenvir.  A 
division  under  general  Richepanse^  passing  the  river 
by  the  bridge  of  Basle,  reached  the  mountains  of 
Huhlingen,  and  gained  the  defiles  of  Kander.  The 
four  fallowing  days  were  spent  in  manoeuvring  and 
gaining  more  central  positions^  the  Austriaos  not  be- 
ing able,  from  inferiority  of  numbers,  to  make  resist- 
ance at  all  points;  and  while  the  divisions  who  had 
already  crossed  were  thus  employed,  Lecourbe  passed 
the  rivef  between  Schaffhausen  and  Stein,  and  the 
whole  army  was  at  length  united  at  Wutach.  The 
imperial  troops,  compelled  to  retreat,  took  an  excel- 
knt  position  on  the  heights  of  Pfullendorff;  their 
right  supported  by  the  Danube  near  Sigmaringen, 
their  centre  at  Moeskircb,  and  their  left  ui^der  the 
walls  of  Stockach. 

Although  this  position  was  exceedingly  strong,  the 
imperialists  were  attacked  by  the  French  on  the  3A  of 
May,  and,  after  a  battle  which  lasted  three  days,  com- 
pelled to  retire.  Their  right  passed  the  Danube  at 
Sigmaringen,  their  centre  and  left  united  at  first  on 
the  shore  of  the  Federsee;  but  soon  abandoning  these 

posts^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TH£   WARS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION.       44T 


Iiosts,  the  whole  armjr  retreated  to  the  right  of  the 
Her  under  the  caoDon  of  Uim«  and  qd  the  right  and 
left  of  the  Danube.  lo  consequence  of  the  battle  of 
J\I(Bskirch,  the  French  became  masters  of  the  whol« 
circle  of  Suabia.  The  duke  of  Wirtemburg  aban- 
doned his  residence  at  Stutgard^  which  was  garrisoned 
by  St.  Suzanoe;  Philipsburgh  was  again  blockaded; 
'  Moreau  seized  all  the  magazines  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube  as  far  as  Ulm>  on  the  Necker^  and  on  the 
lake'  of  Constance.  Lecourbe  placed  a  body  of  troops 
in  the  city  and  defiles  of  Bregenz.  The  advanced  de* 
tachments  of  the  army  entered  Augsburg^  Kempten, 
i^nd  Memingen^  and  made  incursions. beyond  the  Lech 
intd  the  heart  of  Bavaria^  plundering  and  levying  con* 
tributions  in  every  direction.  Kray  bad  no  longer 
any  communication  with  the  Austrian  corps  stationed 
in  tbe  Tyrol  and  the  Italian  bailiwicks  of  Switzerland^ 
but  by  making  long  circuits  towards  tbe  sources  of  the 
Lech  and  tbe  Inn.  Yet  tbe  imperial  cabinet  appeared 
to  view  these  events  as  objects  of  minor  importance^ 
compared  with  the  expected  results  of  the  invasion  of 
Provence  in  France. 

Among  tbe  earliest  measures  of  the  new  government 
of  France  for  impeding  the  projects  of  the  allies,  was 
a  decree  for  forming  an  army  of  reserve  of  sixty  thou- 
,sand  meo^  to  be  assembled  at  Dijon«  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  first  consul.  All  soldiers  who 
kad  obtained  their  discharges,  all  who  were  even  su- 
perannuatedj  if  in  a  condition  to  make  a  campaign; 
and  all  the  youth  of  the  requisition  and  conscription 
were  to  be  summoned  to  join, this  standard  before  the 
5tb  of  April;  and  on  the  10th  of  that  month  a  public 
report  was  to  be  made  in  honour  of  those  departments 
which  bad  furnished  the  greatest  proportion  of  volun- 
teers. 

The  hopes  and  the  fears  of  Europe  were  now  ba^* 
lanced  between  the  achievements  of  Melas  and  tbe 
exploits  of  Moreau ;  and  while  the  events  of  tbe  cam- 
P^iffo  were  supposed  in  a  great  degree  to  depend  on 
tbe  siege  of  Genoa,  this  army  of  reserve  was  speedily 
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supplied  witH  all  oec^ssaries.  Under  the  commaiid  of 
Bertbier  it  bad  quitted  Geneva,  and  following  tbe 
sbores  of  tbe  lake,  traversed  the  Pajs  de  Vaud;  when 
Bonaparte^  suddenly  leaving  Paris,  joined  it  near 
Lausanne  on  tbe  I3tb  of  May,  and  having  reriewed 
and  encouraged  tbe  troops,  be  assumed  tbe  chief  com^ 
mand.  Tbe  superior  conduct  and  ability  of  the  first 
consul  now  came  into  view.  He  pursued  bis  route 
into  Italy  along  the  lake  of  Greoeva,  and  afterwards 
hy  tbe  borders  of  tbe  Rhone,  through  Villeneove^ 
I'Aigle,  and  Bex,  to  the  confluence  of  the  Rhone  and 
Durance  near  Martinacb.  So  far  the  roads  had  been 
practicable;  but,  in  order  to  enter  tbe  valley  of  Aosti^ 
it  was  necessary  to  traverse  for  more  than  twenty  Ita^ 
lian  miles  tbe  mountain  called  the  Great  St.  Bernard^ 
aituated  between  those  of  Simplon  and  Mont^Blaoc. 
From  Martinacb  to  St.  Peter's  the  road,  though  ex** 
tremely  bad,  was  not  absolutely  untrodden:  humasi 
abodes,  vegetation,  and  pasturage,  were  found;  boC 
after  passing  this  place.  Nature,  entirely  still,  pre« 
sented  no  object  to  the  eye  but  snow  and  naked  rocks^ 
From  St.  Peter's  it  is  three  leagues  to  the  summit  of 
tbe  St.  Bernard,  by  a  road  which  cannot  be  passed  by 
two  men  a-^breast. 

At  tbe  top  of  this  mountain  is  the  monastery,  from 
the  founder  of  which  it  derives  its  name.  The  tenants^ 
celebrated  above  all  eulogy  for  their  benevolence  Mf 
way-worn  travellers,  were  on  this  occasion  nftrfe 
auxiliaries  to  Bonaparte.  The  progress  of  the  sol« 
diery  had  been  singularly  laborious  and  heroic.  For 
transporting  tbe  artillery  general  Marmont  and  Ga^ 
aeodi  contrived  two  ingenious  devices:  the  first  vnts,  tof 
hoUow  out  trunks  of  trees  like  canoes,  in  which  were; 
deposited  tbe  artillery  and  mortars;  then  a  hundred 
tnen^  harnessing  themselves  to  a  cable,  dragged  the 
piece  along*  while  others,  furnished  with  band-spiketf 
to  prevent  its  falling  over  the  precipices,  directed  iti 
course.  The  other  scheme  was  the  use  of  sledges  Oil 
.casters;  the  gun-carriages  being  taken  to  pieces  v^M 
iranspofted  separately,  except  tbe  carriages  of  fou^*' 
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pDfiDders^  \7bich  were  laid  on  a  kind  of  litters  and 
conveyed  entire.  The  caissons  were  emptied^  and  the  ^ 
ammunition  stowed  in  chests  borne  by  men  or  by 
mules.  Every  thing  in  the  expedition  savoured  of 
Romance:  the  solitude  of  the  r^ion ;  the  concurrence 
of  individual  eflfbrts  to  the  general  advantage^  whicU 
made  every  man  a  hero;  the  singularity  of  the  route^ 
and  the  importance  of  its  results;  all  aided  the  pre-^ 
disposition  to  lofty  contemplations,  which  the  tnost 
judicious  philosophers  have  observed  to  prevail  in 
mountainous  countries.  While  the  troops  were  thus 
animated^  and  their  imaginations  exalted^  Bbnapartii  . 
had  contrived  that  even  the  ordinary  solace  of  reflec- 
tion should  harmonize  with  the  general  sublimity  of 
the  scene  and  sentiments  By  his  orders,  and  with 
money  supplied  by  him,  the  monks  of  8t  Bernard  had 
prepared  a  feast  for  the  whole  army^  and  when  thei 
panting  soldiers  reached  the  heights  of  the  monastic 
abode,  tables  spread,  as  if  by  enchantment,  od  thei 
MOW,  and  well  furnished  with  bread,  meat,  and  wine; 
were  suddenly  descried,  and  the  holy  fathers,  with  re^; 
ligious  solemnity,  solicited  the  army  to  partake  of 
their  humble  fare. 

*  In  the  descent  from  St.  Bernard  to  Veriiey  fatigue 
irras  diminished,  but  peril  augmented.  For  a  league 
s  road  is  formal  on  a  rugged  mountain:  the  horseman 
is  there  obliged  to  lead  or  follow  his  beast,  as  he  can* 
not  walk  a-breast  without  danger  of  falling  into  an' 
abyss.  On  one  side  the  road  is  bounded  witb  fright- 
itil  precipices;  on  the  other,  mountains  of  snow  nth 
pended  over  the  head  of  the  passenger  threaten  to  de^ 
flceod  and  bury  him  and  every  opposing  object  iu 
their  irresistible  course.  In  descending,  some  soldiers 
imagined  the  scheme  of  sliding  over  the  polished 
add w  to  abridge  tbeir  toil;  the  general  himself,  it  is 
said,  set  the  example,  and  many  who  followed  it 
teacbed  in  a  few  minutes  a  small  plain  at  the  bottom^ 
at  which  they  could  not  have  arrived  by  the  path  un« 
^er  ^veral  hoors.  The  Whole  journey  was  perforriiecl 
without  any  other  lostf  than  one  piece  of  artillery  and 
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three  men,  and  four  or  five  horsefly  who  fell  over  the 
precipice.  As  the  army  deacended  the  air  became 
more  mild,  and  grass  and  flowers  again  relieved  their 
eyes;  in  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  heat  became  suf* 
focating;  so  that  in  one  day  the  army  experienced 
three  seasons^  winter,  spring,  and  summer. 

General  Lasnes,  with  his  advanced  guard,  having 
reached  the  valley  of  Aosta  on  the  18th  of  May,  took 
the  road  to  Turin  by  Dora  Baltea.    In  their  way  lay 
the  castle  of  Bard,  which  protects  the  entrance  into 
Piedmont,  and  is  defended  by  an  excellent  citadel, 
and  might  have  arrested  the  progress  of  the  army; 
but  their  diligence  and  sagacity  in  plantings  after 
three  hours'  labour,  a  battery  on  a  point  in  the  rocka 
which  commanded  the  fort,  compelled  it  to  surrender*. 
When  they  were  masters  of  this  castle,  the  French 
had   before  them  two  roads  by  which  they  might 
march  to  the  relief  of  Genoa;  the  one  by  Chivasso, 
Turin-,  Asti,  and  Alessandria;  the  other  by  Vercelli, 
Navarre,  Milan,  Lodi^  and  Placenza.     The  first  waa 
the  shortest;  but  in  preferring  the  other  Bonaparte 
avoided  the  necessity  of  passing  under  the  cannon  of 
Turin  and  Alessandria,  which  be  had  neither  time  nor 
force  to  besiege,  and  gained  the  advantage  of  seizing^ 
the  principal  magazines  i^nd  stores  formed  by  the  Aus<^ 
triaas  on  the  Tessino,  the  Adda,  and  the  Oglio.  After 
a  feint,  which  deceived  the  imperialists  entrenched 
near  Romano,  Bonaparte  took  Vercelli  on  the  26th  of 
May;  after  which  Chivasso,  Masserano^  Borgo  dt 
Sessia,  and  all  the  towns  in  Upper  Piedmont  from 
Fenestrelles  to  the  confluence  of  the  Sessia  and  tboi 
Po,  opened  their  gates.    Moreau  was  enabled^  ia 
consequence  of  his  success  in  Germany,  to  detack 
Awenty*five  thousand  men  under  general    Moncey> 
which  entered   Italy  by  the  Simeon  and  the  9t* 
Gotbard. 

The  whole  French  army  under  the  command  of  thtf 
first  consul  was  united  on  the  Tessino  by  the  3Lst; 
do  the  other  side  of  which,  the  Austrians  under  Lau* 
dolin  were  entrenched,  and  bad  removed  the  bridges 
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and  carried  over  the  boats.  Several  ingeoious  mt^ 
nodujrres,  and  a  bold  eiploit  of  a  French  demi-brigade, 
enabled  tbem»  however,  to  seize  some  of  these  vessels^ 
and  bjr  means  of  a  flying- bridge  which  they  afterwards 
establisbedf  the  whole  army  crossed  the  Tessino  on  the 
^  of  June*.  Bonaparte  entered  Milan,  and  invested 
the  castle;  an  Italian  general  named  Lechi  gained 
possession  of  all  the  territories  of  the  Cisalpine  re- 
public between  the  Sessia  and  the  Serio,  except  the 
fort  of  Arena;  and  Lasnes  took  possession  of  Paviii, 
which  was  hastily  evacuated  by  the  troops  of  the  em- 
peror. 

Thus,  in  the  short  space  of  a  fortnight  after  bis  de* 
scent  from  the  Alps,  Bonaparte  was  placed  in  the 
midst  of  his  former  conquests,  having  taken  the  Aus- 
trian magazines  and  the  garrisons  left  by  Melas,  and 
his  central  position  intercepted  the  communication  of 
that  general  with  the  Tyrol.  Yet  he  was  with  his 
whole  army  perfectly  isolated,  and  it  appeared  certain 
that  a  single  reverse  of  fortune  must  expose  him  to 
inevitable  destruction.  On  his  entry  into  Milan,  Bo- 
naparte hastened  to  re-establish  the  Cisalpine  republic; 
released  those  who  had  been  confined  since  the  aboli- 
lition  of  the  republican  system ;  the  magistrates  for- 
merly appointed  by  him,  haying  come  to  Paris  for  the 
purpose,  were  reinstated  in  their  offices;  the  national 
guard  was  re-organized,  and  armed  from  the  mag^a- 
zines  of  the  Austrians ;  and  the  first  consul  issued 
three  proclamations,  suited  to  his  present  purposes^ 
and  calculated  to  promote  the  views  he  had  in  con* 
templation. 

While  these  affairs  were  going  on,  a  detachment 
under  Murat  and  Lasnes,  proceeding  rapidly  along 
the  left  bank  of  the  Po,  seized  Placenza  on  the  4th  of 
June,  and  having  repaired  the  bridge  of  boats,  made 
preparations  to  march  for  the  relief  of  Genoa,  by  as- 
cending the  left  bank  of  the  Trebbia.  This  project 
was,  however,  rendered  abortive;  and  the  strict  main- 
tenance of  the  blockade  by  the  Austrian  army  and  the 
3ritish  fleet,  soon  reduced  the  garrison  and  inhabi- 
3  L  S  tants. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4>t        MBMOIRS  OF  BONAPARTE  AND  HISTORY  6T 

taots,  amouDtiDg  to  a  hundred  thousand  souls,  to  th« 
iDost  deplorable  state  of  want,  when  Massena  wsil 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  solicitations  of  the  people,  and 
accepted  on  the  4th  of  June  favourable  terms  of  capi*^ 
tulatioo;  terms  which,  it  is  supposed,  would  not  have 
been  granted,  but  the  besieging  army  had  receiy^ 
orders  to  quit  their  positions^  and  combtne  with  Mela^ 
in  resisting  Bonaparte* 

So  soon  as  Bonaparte  was  apprised  of  the  loss  of 
Genoa,  he  perceived  that  it  would  be  improper  for 
him  to  remove  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  Po, 
as  the  Austrians  had  still  eighty  thousand  men  in  the 
Ligurian  mountains,  although  it  was  not  easy  for 
them  to  combine  this  whole  force  in  one  body.  Half 
•the  army  under  general  Ott  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
Genoa;  the  other  half  in  the  county  of  Tende,  near 
the  source  of  the  Taoaro,  The  great  object  of  the 
Austrian  commander  was  therefore  to  unite  these  two 
bodies,,  and  that  of  the  first  consul  was  to  attack  and 
defeat  them  separately.  To  effect  this  purpose,  Bo- 
naparte marched  rapidly  towards  the  Bormida,  seek- 
ing a  position  where  be  could  be  fortified  between  ibe 
Tanaro  and  the  mountains,  and  able  to  attack  at  plea- 
sure the  division  coming  from  Genoa  by  Gavi  or  Nqyi^ 
or  that  coming  from  Nice  by  Ormea  or  Asti.  To 
frustrate  this  project,  general  Ott  united  bis  army  by 
forced  marches  between  the  Borpaida  and  the  Scrivin, 
pressing  forward  and  endeavouring  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  French.  Freqiient  skirmishes  were 
occasioned  by  this  mode  of  proceeding,  the  most  con- 
siderable of  which  took  place  on  4be  9th  between 
Broni  and  Voghera;  and  although  the  republicans 
gained  some  advantage,  they  could  not  prevent  the 
junction  of  Ott  and  Melas,  which  was  no  sooner  ef- 
fected, than  preparations  were  made  for  a  general  at- 
^ck  on  the  French. 

At  day-break,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1800,  the  Ans** 
trians  passed  the  Bornaida  by  two  bridges,  formed  in 
three  columns,  and  marched  to  encounter  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  French,  who  w^ra  also  divided  in  three; 
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1%e  left  and  centre  being  comoianded  by  Victor,  the 
right  by  Lasnes^  and  supported  by  tbe  cavalry  under 
Murat  Tbe  right  wing  of  the  Austrians  ascended 
the  Borniida^  the  centre  was  placed  on  the  great  road 
towards  the  village  of  Marengo,  from  which  the  bat* 
tie  took  its  name»  and  the  left  extended  towards  Cas- 
te! €eno1o.  After  an  obstinate  contest,  which  lasted 
six  hours,  the  Anstrianshad  gained  possession  of  Ma- 
rengo, and  compelled  general-Victor  to  retreat;  and 
his  oftOTement  compelled  Lasnes  to  adopt  the  same 
measure.  The  victory  appeared  complete.  Tbe  re- 
publicans, defeated  in  all  directions,  retired  to  the[ 
plai0  of  San  Guilio,  where  Dessaix,  the  celebrated 
conqueror  of  Upper  Egypt^  was  stationed  with  a 
corps  de  reserve.  With  this  body  he  made  a  sudden 
and  desperate  charge  on  the  Austrian  army,  who  were 
already  uttering  shouts  of  victory.  The  republicans 
turned  and  rallied  to  second  this  gallant  effort:  the 
Austrians  were  broken^  a  division  of  six  thousand  was 
•urrounded  and  made  prisoners,  and'after  a  close,  en- 
gagement of  thirteen  hours,  victory  remained  with  the 
republicans.  Their  account  of  killed  and  wounded 
made  the  loss  of  the  Austrians  amount  to  eight  thou- 
sand, and  seven  thousand  prisoners;  while  their  own 
did  not  exceed  five  thousand  killed  and  wounded,  and 
tery  few  captured.  The  honour  and  advantages  of 
\he  victory  remained  with  Bonaparte;  but  general 
Dessaix  was  killed  on  the. field.  He  was  generally 
esteemed  and  beloved  in  the  French  army,  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  attending  his  death  procured 
for  him  general  and  undissembled  expressions  of  ho- 
mage and  regret. 

In  the  battle  of  Marengo  it  was  obvious  that  Bona- 
parte had  fame,  rank,  and  even  life,  at  stake;  but  on 
the  part  of  tbe  Austrians  it  appeared  only  an  ordinary 
encounter:  if  successful,  they  annihilated  the  hopes  of 
the  French  in  Italy;  if  defeated  with  far  greater  loss 
than  the  French  ascribed  to  them,  they  had  still  abun- 
dant means  of  retreat,  and  a  great  series  of  exertion 
would  have  been  requisite  to  reduce  the  numerous 
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fortified  placei  $till  ia  their  possesuon.  The  tempo* 
rary  loss  of  victory  had  not  dispirited  the  imperial 
troops;. tb^y  were  still  equal  to  their  oppoDeots  lo 
pombers,  still  ready  to  renew  the  engagement^  and  for 
the  most  part  unwilling  to  allow  ttrat  the  incident 
which  closed  the  day  entitled  their  opponents  to  claim 
the  honours  of  the  victory.  Melas,  however,  seems 
to  have  been  over^-awed  by  the  influence  of  circumf- 
8tances>  his  judgement  dazzled  by  the  supposed  as* 
cendancy  of  Bonaparte,  or  his  faculties  enfeebled  by 
the  temporary  failure  of  his  hopes.  Influenced  by 
this  unaccountable  panic,  for  no  sufficient  authority 
jEfxists  to  accuse  him  of  evil  intentions,  he  concluded, 
two  days  after  the  battle  of  Marengo,  a  convention 
.with  Bonaparte,  by  which  he  surrendered  to  him  the 
fortresses  of  Genoa,  Savona,  Coni,  Ceva,  Turin,  Tor- 
tooa,  Alessandria,  Milan*  Pizzighitone,  Arona,  Ur« 
biiio,  aU  Liguria,  Piedmont,  and  the  Cisalpine,  except 
the  towns  of  Peschiera,  Mantua,  Borgo-Forte,  Fer- 
Mra,  and  Ancona,  on  condition  that  the  Austrian  army 
might  be  permitted  to  cross  the  French  cantonment^ 
.and  retire  behind  the  line  of  the  Mincio,  and  that  a 
truce  should  be  established,  and  not  broken  without 
ten  days  notice.  The  general  aspect  of  affairs  did  not 
allow  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  to  refuse  the  ratification 
of  this  inglorious  compact;  and  in  a  few  days  Genoa 
was  restored  by  prince  Hohenzollern  to  general  So* 
chet. 

By  those  persons  who  are  so  much  prejudiced 
against  Bonaparte  as  to  deny  him  talents,  the  success 
of  this  battle  has  been  ascribed  merely  to  an  oversight 
of  his  opponent;  for  they  say,  that  had  not  Melas  too 
much  despised  bis  strength,  and  even  disbelieved  bis 
having  entered  Italy  at  the  time  he  did,  be  would 
have  opposed  him  much  earlier,  and  prevented  bis 
concentrating  his  forces  so  as  to  meet  the  Austrians  on 
the  fatal  day  of  the  battle  of  Marengo.  The  fact  ia 
not  less  singular  than  true,  that  the  Austrians  would 
not  believe  that  Bonaparte  with  an  additional  army 
was  in  Italy.    They  said,  that  some  fellovr  resepibliog 
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him  had  taken  bis  name,  and  collected  together  a  par* 
eel  of  brigands;  but  that  it  was  impossible  he  could 
have  passed  tbe  Alps  with  an  army^  when  he  was  only 
a  few  days  before  lo  France.  And  even  Melas  him^ 
aelf,  in  an  intercepted  letter  written  to  his  mistress  at 
Pavia^  observes,  '^  Tbey  say  in  Lombardy  that  a 
French  army  has  entered  Italy;  but  don't  be  afraid^ 
and  on  no  account  leave  Pavia."  In  twelve  hourr 
after,  the  French  were  in  that  very  city. 

Thus  the  success  of  Bonaparte  and  the  armistice  in 
Italy  frustrated  tbe  principal  hopes  of  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna,  and  it  remained  only  for  the  republicans  to 
complete  their  attempts  so  auspiciously  commenced 
on  the  Danube,  in  order  to  crown  all  their  expecta*' 
lions,  and  return  to  Paris  with  tbe  honours  of  univer«v 
sal  victory.  Moreau  and  Bonaparte  had  been  cor-^ 
rectly  informed  of  tbe  proceedings  of  each  other,  and 
till  the  great  blow  was  struck  at  Marengo,  hostilitiesf 
were  relaxed  in  Germany.  In  order  to  keep  Kray  at 
a  distance  from  Ulm,  Lecourbe  had  proceeded  to^ 
wards  the  Lecb^  made  himself  master  of  Augsburg, 
mnd  threatened.  Munich;  but  this  attempt  was  not 
crowned  with  success,  as  Kray  still  remained  in  his 
camp  under  the  walls  of  Ulm*.  When  Moreau  waa 
apprized  of  the  event  of  the  battle  of  Marengo,  he 
prepared  to  pass  the  Danube  bet  wen  Ulm  and  Dona* 
wert;  and  achieved  the  exploit,  after  an  obstinate  re* 
fistance  from  general  Sztaray,  who  being  advantage^ 
ously  posted  on  tbe  plain  of  Hochstet,  or  Blenheiro> 
disputed  his  ground  with  vigour  and  ability,  though 
without  success.  The  French  were  highly  elated  with 
this  victory,  which,  by  compelling  Kray  to  letreat 
and  leave  Ulm  to  its  own  strength,  gained  them  pos-* 
session  of  part  of  tbe  circle  of  Franconia,  and  that  of 
the  Lower  Rhine  from  Suabia  to  the  line  of  neutrality 


*  Tiris  city  being  built  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube,  over 
which  (here  is  a  bridge,  it  famous  for  (he  excellency  of  its  forti1i« 
^tioni;  and  it  afforded  the  imperialists  the  advantage  of  acting 
at  pleasure  on  either  side  of  tbe  river. 
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of  the  Dorth  of  Germaoj  protected  by  the  Prusnatf 
Bonarcfa.  y 

Id  the  »pace  of  a  few  days  another  engagement  took 
place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Neubourg,  which  also 
terminated  advantageously  to  the  French,  and  was 
tendered  remarkable  by  the  death  of  the  celebrated 
Latour  d'Auvergne  Corret«  This  extraordinary  man 
derived  his  descent  from  the  celebrated  marshal  Tu- 
renne,  and  had  acquired  a  reputation  as  well  in  litera* 
ture  as  inarms.  After  his  exploits  in  the  Western 
Pyrenees,  he  embarked  for  Brittany,  but  was  cap-" 
tured,  and  for  some  time  a  prisoner  in  England.  He 
expired  like  Turenne,  his  great-grand  father^  in  the 
arms  of  victory;  and  his  memory  was  honoured  by 
the  erection  of  a  monument  on  the  very  spot  where  he 
fell. 

After  this  engagement  the  Austrians  were  compel^ 
led  to  retreat  beyond  the  Iser,  and  afterwards  behind 
the  Inn;  while  the  republicans,  occupying  almost  alt 
Bavaria,  established  their  head-quarters  at  Munich 
on  the  5th  of  July.  The  hereditary  states  were  de-^ 
fended  by  the  imperialists  from  the  banks  of  thct 
Mein  and  the  Reduitz  to  those  of  the  Danube;  and 
following  the  course  of  the  Inn,  from  the  mouth  of 
that  river  to  the  mountains  which  separate  the  Tyrol 
from  the  Grisons,  they  abandoned  the  lower  country,* 
to  concentrate  themselves  between  the  Inn,  the  Tyrob^ 
and  those  states  of  Italy  which  remained  to  them  after, 
the  convention  of  Marengo.  The  French  troopa 
formed  an  uninterrupted  line  from  the  shores  of  the 
Rhine  near  Frankfort  to  those  of  the  Mediterraneaa 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lucca.  Ip  this  position  the 
provisional  armistice  established  in  Italy  was  extended 
to  Germany,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  French 
should  not  pass  beyond  the  Iser ;  that  the  imperialists 
should  retire  to  the  right  of  the  Inn,  from  the  source 
of  that  river  to  Passau;  and  the  country  situated  be* 
tween  the  Ino  and  Iser  and  the  Danube  was  declared 
tteutral  during  the  term  the  armistice  was  to  contintie. 

Bonaparte  having  confided  the  command  of  lh<i 
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^riny  of  Italy  to  Masseoa,  iipmediately  returned  to 
Paris>  accoropaoied  by  Berth ier  and  a  few  other  ge- 
nerals, lo  passing  through  Lyons  he  laid  the  first 
atone  of  several  new  buildings,  intended  to  replace 
those  which  had  been  destroyed  during  the  reign  of 
terror.  He  arrived  in  the  capital  in  less  than  two 
months  after  quitting  it  on  this  brilliant  and  impor- 
tant expedition,  and  was  received  by  all  orders  of  the 
people  with  every  heartfelt  demonstration  of  joy  and 
iatisfactiom 

Great  Britain  was  now  again  the  only  formidable 
power  capable  of  acting  against  and  keeping  in  check 
the  extensive  views  of  the  victorious  republicans;  and 
ber  exertions  were  sensibly  felt  in  all  parts  of  the 
globe  where  France  yet  possessed  or  wished  to  ac- 
quire an  ascendancy.  While  the  Austrian  armiei 
were  able  to  keep  the  field,  the  British  fleet  created 
continual  alarms  on  the  coasts  and  blocked  up  the 
iieets  of  the  republicans  in  their  own  harbours.  The 
British  forces  also  captured  the  island  of  Goree,  and 
the  Spanish  settlement  of  Curafoa;  and  after  a  long 
blockade,  made  themsehes  masters  of  the  island  of 
Malta,  which  the  French  had  seized  upon  and  garri- 
soned in  their  way  to  Egypt. 

At  length  a  congress  to  treat  of  peace  was  esta- 
blished at  Lunevill6;but  although  the  emperor,  ex- 
pressed a  desire  not  to  negociate  except  in  conjunction 
with  Great  Britain^  the  French,  affecting  to  appre- 
hend some  hostile  design,  prepared  to  re^commence 
the  war  at  the  first  favourable  moment.  General 
Brune,  who  had  been  lately  promoted  to  the  com- 
-inand  of  the  army  of  Italy#  altered,  the  western  limits 
of  the  Cisalpine  republic  by  seizing  Lamellino  and 
the  NovaresCi  which  had  been  ceded  to  the  king  of 
Sardinia  in  1707,  and  the  Sessia  formed  the  barrier 
between  this  republic  and  Piedmont.  On  pveteDce  of 
'Some  insurrections  of  the .  inhabitants  of  Arezzo  and 
the  neighbouring  toountains,.  general  Brune  ordered 
Dupodt  to  occupy  Tuscaey.  The  supposed  insur- 
gents were  defeated, without  difficulty  in  the  Appen- 
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nines;  the  French  took  possenion  of  Prato*  Pewlii*^ 
Pifttuift,  aad  Leghorn ;  and  Arezzo  was  taken  bj  as^ 
aauUj  the  inhabitants  massacred,  and  the  fortifications 
razed  to  the  ground.  Moreau^  who  had  just  married 
and  retired  into  domestic  life,  hastened  to  his  troopt^ 
who  were  rapidly  collected.  Augereao,  at  the  bead 
of  the  army  of  Holland,  directed  his  march  to  the 
right  of  the  Rhine;  while  Macdonald  from  the  6ri«* 
sons  prepared  to  force  a  passage  into  Italy  over  the 
snows  which  crown  the  Rhetian  Alps.  The  army  of 
the  Rhine  thus  hastily  assembled  was  cantoned  in  Ba* 
varia;  the  right  commanded  by  Lecourbe,  the  left  by 
Orenier,  and  the  centre  by  Moreau.  Its  operatiooa 
were  supported  on  the  Danube  by  the  army  of  St. 
Suzanne,  and  the  Gallo-Batavian  troops  under  Auge** 
reau ;  and  on  the  right,  in  the  Tyrol,  by  those  of  Mac- 
donald. Before  the  commencement  of  his  marcb^ 
Moreau  addressed  to  his  troops  a  proclamation,  as- 
suring them  of  the  pacific  dispositions  of  their  go^ 
vernment;  blaming  count  Cobenzel  for  refusing  to 
negociate  for  peace  except  in  the  presence  of  English 
plenipotentiaries;  and  exhorting  them  to  contemn  the. 
rigours  of  the  season,  as  they  had  done  in  conquering 
Holland  and  defending  Kebl. 

After  some  slight  skirmishes,  in  which  the  Aus- 
trians  proved  luccessful,  a  decisive  engagement  was 
fought  on  the  3d  of  December,  1800,  between  the 
Iser  and  the  Inn,  on  the  heights  which  separate  Bier* 
kraim  and  Neumarckt,  and  near  Hohenlinden,  wberja 
the  last  armistice  was  concluded,  and  which  gave 
name  td  the  present  battle.  The  snow  fell  in  great 
abundance  the  whole  day,  during  which  victory  ww 
obstinately  contested  from  seven  in  the  morning  till 
near  night,  and  at  last  decided  by  the  bayonet.  About 
three  in  the  afternoon,  the  centre  of  the  imperialists 
gave  way;  their  wings  were  some  time  after  put  to 
the  rout;  eleven  thousand  prisoiiers  and  a  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  repubUcans^ 
and  the  remainder  of  the  Austrian  arra^  was  saved 
by  night  alone^    Tbej  retreated  to  the  right  bank  ^£ 
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Ae  Inii;  nor  could  the  presence  of  the  archduke 
Charles,  who  in  this  dreadful  emergency  consented  to 
nsunpe  the  commandj  restore  their  spirits.  The  French, 
rapidly  eroistng  the  Ion,  the  Salza,  the  Eps,  and  the 
Ips,  had  made  themselves  masters  of  Salzburg  and 
Lintz,  and  were  on  the  25th  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Trazen,  within  seventeen  leagues  of  Vienna;  while 
Augereau  having  defeated  tbe^  Austrians  in  several 
encounters,  ascended  the  Rednitz,  and  approached  the 
Danube.  The  capital  became  a  prey  to  the  most 
anxious  alarms,  and  felt  a  renewal  of  all  the  terrors 
which  occasioned  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  Leo^* 
ben. 

The  affairs  of  the  emperor  were  not  more  propitious 
in  Italy.  Macdbnald  having  scaled  the  rocks  of  the 
Splugen,  and  traversed  in  the  midst  of  winter  the 
chain  of  mountaiqs  which  separates  the  valleys  of 
Maiera,  Adda,  and  Oglio,  penetrated  into  Italy  by 
Ae  Upper  Adige,  to  take  in  the  rear  the  formidable 
lines  of  the  Adige  and  the  Mincio.  General  Brune 
having  collected  his  forces  on  the  banks  of  the  Po, 
imrsned  the  Austrians  to  the  states  of  Venice.-'  Count 
Belleffarde,  the  successor  of  Melas,  defended  the 
Mincio  from  Peschiera  to  Mantua;  but  his  entrench* 
ments  were  forced  after  a  spirited  resistance  on  the 
17th  of  November.  For  twenty  successive  days  the 
French  general  continued  his  victorious  career,  pass* 
ing  the  Adige,  the  Alpone,  the  Feassana,  the  Brenta, 
and  establishing  his  bead*quarters  at  Treviso,  within 
«  few  leagues  of  Venice.  Augereau  and  St.  Suzanne 
were  approaching  the  hereditary  domains;  while 
Macdonald,  master  of  the  mountains  of  the  Tyrol, 
could  with  equal  ease  descend  upon  Italy  or  Ger<i» 
many. 

Under  these  disagreeable  circumstances  the  impe* 
rial  cabinet  again  proposed  an  armistice,  which  was 
executed  on  the  25th  of  December,  between  the  arch- 
duke Charles  and  general  Moreau  at  Steyer,  and 
which,  according  to  Moreau-s  expression,  '^put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  the  house  of  Austria  to  resume 
3  M  2  hosti- 
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hostilities/'  A  convention  for  Italy  ^quftlU  f«v<>urR^ 
ble  to  the  republicans  ^ras  executed  at  Treviso^  on 
the  16(h  of  January,  ISOL  bj  which  the  fortresses  o£ 
Feschiera,  Ferrara,  Porto  Legnano,  apd  Aocona,  were 
ceded  to  France.  To  these  Mantua  was  added  by  a 
subsequent  treaty.  These  cessions  were  the  forerun-^ 
pers  of  a  general  pacification  on  the  continent.  The 
king  of  Naples  obtained  an  armistice,  and  shortly  afiCer 
concluded  peace,  on  condition  of  opening  his.  porta  to 
the  French,  and  shutting  them  against  all  EngUshi 
Tessels;  engaging  to  furnish  neither  proi/isions  nor 
ammunition  to  Malta,  and  paying  a  large  sum  to  the 
French  republic.  A  congress  at  Luneville  speedily, 
arranged  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  the 
continental  powers,  which  were  definittfely  ralifie4 
by  the  imperial  diet  on  the  9th  of  February^  1801^ 
leaving  Great  Britain  to  fight  her  own  battles  against 
the  united  powers  of  France^  Spain,  and  HoUand. 

The  French,  however,  began  now  to  fefel  Xbe  beo^ 
fit  of  their  continental  victories,,  as  well  a&  of  an. union 
of  sentiment  in  their  constituted  authorities.  Mitay 
salutary  regulations  took  place,  new  laWs  were  pro- 
mulgated, and  personal  safety  and  pritate  (irapertjr 
became  more  secure.     After  so  long  astorm>  the  tran*. 

Siiility  that  ensued  was  enjoyed  with  rapture,  and 
e  respite  from  proscription  and  domestic  broils  was 
considered  as  a  boon  conferred  by  Providence.  In 
t^e  mean  time  the  chief  constil,  surrounded  by  a  hriU 
liant  assemblage  of  troops,  aflfected  to,  blend  ail  the 
state  of  the  ancient  kings  of  France  with  that  of  the 
emperors  of  the  west,  being  surrounded  by  numerous 
guards,  attended  by  the  prefects  of  the  palace,  and 
appearing  on  great  occasions  with  condescension  in 
presence  of  the  people.  Foreign  potentates  and  princes 
bent  before  the  consular  dignity,  and  the  fasces  of 
inodern  Gaul  appeared  to  regulate  the  naovements  of 
the  whole  continent.  Those  powiers  which  had  waged 
war  against  the  republic  were  now  eager  to  suppJi* 
cate  peace,  and  ready  to  consent  to  almost  any  terms 
which  the  victor  thought  fit  tp  insist  on* 
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The  elector- palatine  of  Ba?aria  about  this  titne  ne- 
goeiated  a  treaty^  by  which  he  renounced  the  duchies, 
of  Juliers,  Deux  Ponts>  and  their  dependencies,  to« 
gether  with  the  bailiwick  of  the  palatiaate  of  the 
Rhine,  situated  upon  the  left  bank  of  that  river.  The 
regencies  of  Algiers  and  Tunis  also  hastened  to  ac« 
knowledge  the  consular  government,  and  agreed  to 
release  such  of  the  French  as  had  been  made  slaves^ 
te  restore  all  the  sequestrated  property,  and  to  grant 
new  and  beneficial  privileges  to  the  French. 

,.  The  policy  of  Bonaparte  was,  however,  most  sin- 
gularly displayed  by  a  pacification  with  another  power, 
an  intimate  alliance  with  which  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  trancjuillity  of  France.  By  a  convention  with 
the  pope,  September  10,  1801,  the  first  consul  was 
not  only  acknowledged  to  possess  all  the  privileges  o£ 
the  ancient  monarchy  of  France,  so  far  as  concerned 
public  worship,  but  new  and  essential  immunities 
were  granted  for  the  Gallican  church.  His  holiness 
fl^eed  to  procure  the  resignation  of  the  prelates  who 
bad  adhered  to  the  old  establishment,  and  the  chief 
eonsul  was  to  nominate  to  all  the  vacant  sees.  A  new 
and  more  suitable  formula  of  prayer  was  introduced, 
adapted  to  the  consular  government:  **  DominCp 
Biitoam  foe  rempublicam ;  Domine,  salvos  fac  cou'^ 
sules."  His  holiness  likewise  solemnly  covenanted, 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  successors,  that  those  who 
had  acquired  the  alienated  property  of  the  church 
should  not  be  disturbed.  By  a  concordat,  agreed  to 
soon  after,  the  apostolical  and  Roman  faith  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  established  religion  of  the  state,  and 
the  catholics  were  to  pay  one^tentfa  of  their  taxes  to 
defray  the  ezpences  of  public  worship.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  its  processions  and  ceremonies  were  to  be. 
subjected  to  the. civil  power;  while  the  chief  consul 
was  to  be  declared  the  bead  of  the  Gallican  church, 
and  the  bishops  and  priests  were  to  make  a  solemn 
promise  of  fidelity  to  the  consular  supremacy. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  laurel-crowned  honours, 
and  in  the  hope  of  extending  a  copious  enjoyment  of 
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them  to  the  people  of  Fraace,  as  well  as  to  hintelC 
that  Bonaparte  most  anxiouslj  panted  for  a  peace 
with  England.  For  some  time  past  an  active  inter- 
course bad  tfken  place  between  tbe  two  governments, 
bot  which  was  notwithstanding  still  prolonged  by  the. 
lofty  demands  of  tbe  first  consul.  Flags  of  truce  and 
ef  defiance  were  actually  displayed  at  the  same  time 
on  the  coast  of  France;  so  that  while  Boulogne  and 
Dunkirk  were,  blockaded  by  the  Ei^lisb  fleets,  the 
ports  of  Dover  and  Calais  were  open  to  tbe  messen^. 
gers  of  the  courts  of  St.  James's  and  the  Tbuilleriesw 
▲t  length  the  news  of  the  fate  of  the  French  army  ia 
£gypt>  and  the  entire  re-conquest  of  that  country  by 
the  British  arms^  directed  by  those  able  generah^ 
Abercvombie  and  Hutchinson,  suddenly  arriving  at 
both  courts,  tbe  tone  of  the  first  consul  w<s^  lowered, 
mod  the  signature  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  be* 
tween  En^and  on  the  one  part,  and  Prance,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  on  tbe  other,  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1801,  was  speedily  announced,  to  the  undissembled 
joy  of  Europe.  Amiens,  the  city  assigned  for  the 
discussion  of  a  definitive  treaty,  was  visited  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months  by  the  mintiBters  of  tbe  respec*^ 
tive  powers;  on  which  occasion  the  marquis  Cora^ 
waUis  represented  Great  Britain ;  Joseph  Bonaparte^ 
France;  don  John  Nicholas  Azarra,  Spain;  ana  Ro- 
ger John  Schimmelpenninck,  Holland.  This  long- 
expected  treaty  was  signed,  ratified,  and  promulgated, 
according  to  the  established  forms,  on  the  87th  of 
March,  1802.  This  event  difiiised  a  lively  joy  through*, 
out  the  British  empire;  but  in  France  the  aeclama- 
lions  were  unbounded,  and  all  ranks  were  alike  emtt- 
lous  to  celebrate  a  period  which  to  them  might  be 
considered  less  as  a  cessation  from  the  innumerable 
perils  of  war>  than  a  triumphal  epoch,  when  the  inde- 
pendence for  which  they  bad.  so  long  combated  war 
not  only  ascertaii>ed,  but  their  innumerable  acquisi- 
tions solemnly  recogniaed  in  the  face  of  Europe  and 
of  all  mankind. 
The  sacrifices  of  England  upon  this  occasion  were 

both 


Digitized  by 


Google 


¥fiK  Wars  FKCM  Ttll  ?RfeNCH  REVOLtrtlOK.        4M 

both  numeroui  and  important,  as  the  cessions  on  her 
part  consisted  of  all  the  possessions  and  colonies  cap* 
tured  or  acquired,  during  the  war,  with  the  exception 
only  ^of  the  Spanish  island  of  Trinidad  and  the  Dutch 
possessions  in  Ceylon.  It  was  however  stipulated,  in 
hehalf  of  her  allies^  that  the  territories  of  her  most 
faithful  majesty  the  queen  of  Portugal  were  to  be 
maintained  in  their  integrity  in  the  same  manner  as 
previously  to  the  commencement  of  the  war;  but  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  in  opposition  to  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  this  article,  that  the  limits  of  French 
Guiana  in  America  should  be  extended,  and  the  domi- 
nions of  Portugal  in  Europe  curtailed,  conformably 
to  the  treaty  of  Badajos. 

The  house  of  Nassau  was  also  to  receive  an  ade« 
quate  compensation  for  its  losses  in  Holland.  Yet  it 
appeared  by  a  separate  declaration,  signed  on  the 
same  day  with  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  on  the  part  of 
the  French  and  Dutch  ministers,  that  the  Batavian  re* 
public  was  not  to  furnish  any  portion  of  the  indemnity. 
Certain  it  is,  that  this  interposition  excited  so  little 

Eatitude  in  the  bosom  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  that 
left  Ei^land,  after  exhibiting  the  most  UDequivocal 
marks  of  his  disapprobation  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  Idag. 

The  republic  of  the  Seven  loaian^  Isles,  Corfu,  Ce^ 
phalonia,  Zante,  &c.  erected  under  the  protection  of 
tbe  Russian  and  Ottoman  eftiperors,  was  at  the  same 
time  acknowledged.  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Comino> 
were  to  be  restored  to  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
•alera,  and  it  was  agreed  that  tbe  forces  of  his  Britan* 
Bic  majesty  should  evacuate  those  possessions  within 
three  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratiBcations; 
but  the  stipulations  were  so  numerous,  and  the  ar-^ 
rangemeots  so  intricate,  that  this  tenth  article  of  the 
treaty  soon  became  productive  of  unceasing  jealousies. 

The  princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  in  behalf  of 
%hom  England  appeared  at  one  time  to'have  armed^ 
and  for  whose  cause  the  eootiueetal  powers  pieteoded 
to  have  first  taken  the  fieid/  were  left  unnoticed;  while 
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the  unfortunate  house  of  Savoj,  t|ie  dominions  of 
"which  had  been  specifically  guaranteed  bj  a  solcnui 
treat j»  was  left  to  its  fate. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  longest*  most  interesting,  and 
most  bloody*  contests,  which  modern  times  have  wit- 
isessed.  It  is  not  a  little  singular*  that  no  one  of  the 
great  objects  originally  aimed  at  by  any  of  the  belli* 
gerent  powers*  except  that  of  France*  was  obtained 
by  an  appeal  to  arms.  The  treaties  of  LuneviUe  and 
Amiens*  however>  by  changing  the  relative  situations 
of  the  various  states  in  this  quarter  of  the  globOj^ 
forced  Europe  to  assume  a  novel  aspect*  and  to  be^^ 
come  in  a  great  measure  tributary  and  dependent. 
The  boasted  balance  of  power  was  changed*  and  thei 
political  chart  was  henceforth  to  be  calculated  on  a 
new  scale*  and  distinguished  by  titles  and  dignities 
erected  as  monuments  to  the  victorious  arms  of  the 
French  republic^  the  sole  parent  of  these  new  states. 

The  Cisalpine  republic*  chiefly  composed  of  terri- 
tories dismembered  from  the  house  of  Austria*  was  at 
once  created  and  protected  by  France;  while  the  Ve- 
netian possessions  on  the  continent  were  subjected  in 
their  turn  to  the  government  of  the  court  of  Vienna. 
Genoa^  anciently  rescued  from  dependence  by  the  wis- 
dom and  firmness  of  Andrew  Doria*  and  once  famous 
in  the  annals  of  war  and  of  commerce*  was  formed 
into  the  Ligurian  republic;  while*  by  an  express  eon- 
Tention  allowed  to  take  place  between  Russia  and  the 
Porte*  the  settlements  in  the  Ionian  Sea  recently  sub* 
jugated  by  their  arms  were  to  assume  the  name  of 
the  republic  of  the  Seven  Isles.  This  republic*  by  ti 
solecism  in  politics*  was  to  be  at  once  free  and  de- 
pendent; to  be  regulated  by  no  superior*  and  yet  to 
be  tributary  to  the  grand  sultan;  and  the  sum  df 
75,000  piastres  was  to  be  transmitted  aottualiy  toi 
Constantinople  by  a  solemn  embassy ! 

The  holy  prelate  who  has  ascended  the  pontifical 
throne  und6r  the  name  of  Pius  VII.  retil;ined  but  ^ 
portion  of  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter;  and  in  stale 
and  grandeur  scarcely  equalled  a  estdioftl  of .  tho^ 
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times  whea  the  terrors  of  the  triple  cfo#n  appdled 
the  most  powerful  sovereigas  of  Europe.  Cfakro^ 
cnotiti!,  the  pope^  more  politic^.more  8a|^»  aod  loore 
humble,  thmo  bis  predecefisor  Bf asehi,  Pius  Y I..  we«, 
at  the  same  time,  better  acqciainted  with  the  spirit  o£ 
the  age  in  which  he  lived;  and,  in  ioiitatioRof  tha 
primitive  fathers  of  the  church  of  Rome,  knew  how 
to  bead  like  a  willow  beneath  tbat  storm,  whieh  would 
root  up  the  opposing  oak,  and  scatter  its  braotfaes  ia 
the  air. 

The  situation  of  the  hoase  of  Savoy,  so  prosperoua 
during  the  early  part  of  the  preceding  century,  had 
become  peculiarly  disastrous.  The  descendant  of 
Victor  AmadeuS)  now  Emanuel  V.  on  whose  head  the 
crown  of  Sardinia  has  been  scarcely  permitted  to  tot^ 
ter,  disgusted  with  his  fate,  and  but  little  anxious  t* 
ymi  the  unhealthy  isle  ibat  constituted  at  ooce  his 
royalty  and  his  territories,  abdicated  his  throof,  and 
declared  hti  ioteotioiis  of  living  in  Italy  as  a  private 
gentleman. 

Ferdinand  IV.  king  of  the  Two  Sciciliea,  who,  fly^ 
ing  before  an  insurgent  people  and  aa  invading  enemy^ 
scarcely  darned  PaTermo  secure  fVons  the  vengeance  of 
the  Parthenopean  republic;  aided,  however,  by  the 
martial  spirit  of  an  adveaturoos  priest,  shielded  by  the 
protection  of  Russia,  and  supported  by  the  victorioua 
fleets  of  England,  he  once  more  returned  to  bis  ca- 
pital ;  and  after  annulling  a  solemn  treaty  entered  into 
in  bis  own  name  with  his  viceroy,  and  threatening  to 
annihiiate  the  whole  order  of  nobility  from  the  golden 
book,  he  quietly  resigned  a  small  portion  of  his  domi- 
nions as  the  price  of  peace. 

The  archduke  Ferdinaffd,  brother  to  the  emperor^ 
land  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  bereaved  of  Florence 
Leghorn,  and  the  adjacent  territories,  was  referred  to 
the  renMolls  and  monastic  institutions  of  the  German 
dignitaries,  for  a  compensation:  while  France,  which 
had  sworn  an  immortel  antipathy  to  kings,  conveyed 
Ilia  domiilioos  to  a  stranger,  and  invested  the  son-in-law 
of  the  king  of  Spain  with  the  ensigas  of  royalty. 
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france^  hersdf,  after  sustaining  ages  of  perseco^ 
tiOD,  and  after  undergoing  the  manifold  afflictions  enup- 
verated  in  the  preceding  pages,  thus  obtained  every 
•object  i^bich  could  be  coveted  by  a  brave  and  adveiH 
turous  people.  With  the  exception  of  one  single,  na- 
tion aldne,  she  either  terrified  or  overpowered  every 
foe  with  her  devouring  armies;  while  countries  hi- 
therto accustomed  only  to  the  shouts  of  triumphf 
'Shrunk  and  withered  beneath  the  ardour  of  her  innu- 
merable warriors.  The  Alps,  the  Apennines,  the  Py- 
rennees,  were  scaled ;  and  the  Rhine,  the  Trebia,  the 
Inn,  and  the  Danube,  were  successfully  crossed,  by 
her  intrepid  legions. 

'  The  hjtttles  of  Fleurus,  of  Lodi,  of  Marengo,  and 
of  Hohenlinden,  added  a  population  of  thirteen  mil- 
lions to  an  empire  which,  during  the  early  part  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIY.  had  nearly  wrested  the  sceptre  of 
independence  from  Europe  associated  against  it.  The 
narrow  seas,  the  Pjrennees,  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  utmost  frontiers  of  Piedmont,  convey  but  a  feeble 
idea  of  the  limits  of  consular  France,  armed  with  the 
aupport  of  Holland,  Spaiii,  and  Switzerland,  against 
every  opponent  in  the  north,  and  wielding  the  new  re* 
publics  of  Italy  against  its  enemies  in  the  south,  of 
Europe.  From  the  house  of  Austria  she  obtained  the 
county  of  Falkenstein,  the  Frickthal,  a  portion  of  the 
isle  of  Elba,  and  the  whole  of  the  Belgic  provinces. 
The  empire  surrendered  all  that  important  tract  of 
country  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  in- 
cluding the  duchies  of  Deux-Ponts,  Juliers,  and  the 
bailiwick  of  the  Palatinate;  even  Prussia  was  obliged 
to  yield  a  portion  of  her  territories  in  the  same  quar- 
ter. The  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  ceded  Porto  Le- 
gano ;  his  brother,  the  king  of  Spain,  besides  some 
advantageous  arrangements  for  the  extension  of  the 
French  frontiers  in  Europe,  relinquished  his  moiety 
of  St  Domingo,  together  with  the  whole  of  Loui- 
siana. The  Ottoman  Porte  granted  to  France  certain 
commercial  privileges:  and,  in  addition  to  similar 
tats  on  the  part  of  Portugal^  the  prince-r egeot  agcee4# 
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tiiat  the  donntnioiis  of  that  crowD  in  Guiana  should  ia 
future  be  limited  by  the  river  Carapanatuba.  The 
Patavian  republic  surrendered  Dutch  Flandersj  the 
right  side  of  the  Hondt»  together  with  Maestricht  and 
Vealo :  France  also  obtained  an  equal  claim  with  Hol- 
land to  the  port  of  Flushing;  and,  in  all  future  hos- 
tilities, her  garrisons  were  to  be  freely  admitted  into 
Breda,  Boi8-le-Duc»  and  Bergen*op-Zoom. 

From  the  crown  of  Sardinia  the  first  consul  ac*^ 
quired  Piedmont,  Savoy,  in  short,  every  thing  va« 
luable  appertaining  to  the  fallen  monarch:  she  waa 
also  able  to  confer  part  of  her  spoils  on  the  kings  and 
commonwealths  which  she  constrained  to  associate  io 
lier  fortune.  Tuscany,  together  with  the  presidial 
states  and  the  territory  of  Piombino,  were  accordingly 
transferred  to  the  hereditary  prince  of  Parma,  by  the 
title  of  king  of  Etruria,  at  the  expence  of  the  grand 
duke  and  the  court  of  Naples;  while  the  Cisalpine 
republic,  carved  out  of  the  Italian  dominions  of  the 
pope  and  the  emperor,  was  swayed  by  the  same 
sceptre,  or  rather  by  the  same  sword,  that  regulates 
the  destinies  of  France.  All  the  possessions  of  the 
bouse  of.  Austria  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  be- 
tween Zarzach  and  Basle  were  ceded  to  Switzerland^ 
now  the  Helvetic  republic:  in  return  for  which,  a 
new  constitution  was  sketched  out  in  the  cabinet  of  the 
consular  palace,  recommended  by  an  imperious  man- 
date, and  enforced  by  republican  bayonets.  Such  are 
the  triumphs  of  a  people  whose  measure  o^  military 
glory  was  complete,  and  who  wanted  nothing  but 
civil  liberty  to  rival  the  splendour  of  the  most  famous 
nations  of  antiquity !  . 

During  the  course  of  this  arduous  conflict,  Britain 
alone  was  victorious  by  sea,  and  successful  jn  every 
naval  battle;  the  capture  of  near  five  hundred  ships 
of  war,  of  which  upwards  of  eighty  were  ships  of 
the  line,  fully  attests  this  memorable  fact,  and  ex« 
faibits  nobler  trophies  than  were  ever  won  by  any  other 
inaritime  power.  Nor  was  any  other  quarter  of  the 
fflobe  exempt  from  her  conquests.  In  America,  she 
^  9  N  9  acquired 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  , 


m         MEMOIRS  OF  BONAPARTE  AND  HISTeRY  09 

tcquirfd  Tobago,  part  of  St.  Domingo,  the  whole  61 
Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  and  Guadaloope,  from  the 
French;  Trinidad  from  the  Spaniards;  Demarara, 
lasequibo,  Surinam,  Cura^oa,  Berbiee,  and  St.  £u- 
atatia,  froni  the  Dutch.  In  the  East  Indiea,  Pondi- 
cherrj,  Malacca,  €6)^100,  Aioboyna,  and  Banda, 
jrielded  either  to  her  arms  or  influence.  In  Africa^ 
Goree,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Malta,  and  Egypt, 
by  turns  confes^sed  her  sovereign  power;  whitefin  Eu- 
rope, Toulon,  Minorca,  Corsica,  and  Malta,  either 
Surrendered  by  capitulation,  or  were  subjugated  by 
fcrcc. 

Under  so  many  circumstances  of  triumphant  Tic-* 
tory^  of  personal  and  national  aggrandisement,  and  of 
acquisitions  of  additional  territory  so  extensive  and 
important  as  those  just  mentioned,  it  were  to  be  ex- 
jsected  from  every  analogy  that  can  possibly  be  drawn 
irom  reason,  or  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  that 
the  first  consnl,  and  the  government  and  people  of 
France,  would,  from  that  moment,  sedulously  embrace 
every  means  of  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,' rather 
than  direct  their  views  to  new  acquisitions  of  foreign 
conquest,  boundless  in  the  extent,  and  visionary  in  the 
pursuit;  at  least  while  Great  Britain  maintains  the 
arovereigbty  of  the  ocean.  Yet  such  a  plan  did  Bo* 
baparte  conceive ;  and  very  early  measures,  after  the 
ratification  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  we're  taken  by  the 
I'epublican  council  for  putting  it  in  force. 

General  Sebastian!,  a  confideiitial  officer  under  the 
first  consul,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
army  in  Holland,  was  dispatched  on  a  secret  missioQ 
into  CgypU  Syria,  and  the  Grecian  Isles,  to  tamper 
yith  the  leading  persons  of  the  respective  govern* 
inents,  and  to  form  a  plan,  as  it  should  seem,  for  sub- 
jugating the  whole  of  those  extensive  regions,  as  a 
prelude  to  the  subversion  of  the  Turkish  empire; 
yhich  Bonaparte  had  formerly  intimated  that  he  could 
eonfer  on  the  '*  presefit  prttender  to  the  crown  of 
jPYance^  in  lieu  of  (hose  dominions  foifeittd  by  Lotait 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tils  WARS  FROM  THE  FREKCH  REVOLirrlOIf.        40 


XVI .  upon  condition  of  his  revoking  for  coer  kis  Jte- 
reditary  claim!'* 

Upon  this  extraordinary  errand  Sebastiant  set  o9 
from  Paris  early  in  September,  1803,  travelled  over 
land  to  the  port  of  Toulon,  and  there  embarked  on 
the  16tb  of  the  same  month  for  the  Levant.  At 
Tripoli  be  offers  his  mediation  between  the  dey  and 
the  king  of  Sweden,  which  is  accepted,  and  a  treaty 
concluded  under  his  auspices;  and  he  procures  from 
the  former  power  an  acknowledgement  of  the  Italian 
republic,  for  so  was  the  Cisalpine  republic  now  called* 
At  Alexandria  he  peremptorily  requires,  in  tbe  namtj^ 
of  the  French  government,  the  immediate  evacuation 
of  that  city  by  tbe  English  force:  proceeds  to  e:^* 
amine  the  state  of  the  fortresses,  and  the  dispositioii  of 
the  Turkish  government  towards  the  French:  an« 
nounces  the  assembling  of  the  French  commerctid 
agents  in  Egypt,  and  commences  a  series  of  intrigues 
With  the  beys.  At  Grand  Cairo  be  takes  nearly  the 
aame  course,  every  where  endeavouring  to  revive  an 
interest  in  the  French  nation  and  Bonaparte;  inso- 
mucb  as  to  distribute  ilmong  tbe  chiefs  of  the  country, 
multitudes  of  portraits  of  the  first  consul.  To  so 
great  a  pitch  was  his  inquisitive  research  carried  on  in 
this  latter  capital,  as  to  excite  the  murmurs  of  the 
Turkish  garrison,  and  even  to  incur  personal  danger. 
Rosetta,  Damietta.  tbe  present  state  of  every  post  of 
consequence,  are  the  objects  of  his  inquiry.  After 
tquitting  Egypt  be  proceeds  to  Acre,  where  he  informs 
himself  of  the  state  of  Syria^  and  the  for.tificatioas  of 
the  former  place,  which  however  Djezzar  Pacha  was 
too  wise  to  let  him  visit.  He  next  arrives  at  Zante, 
one  of  the  members  of  tbe  newly-formed  republic  of 
tbe  Seven  Grecian  or  Ionian  isles.  Here  he  assembles 
tbe  people,  harangues  them  in  public,  exhorts  them  to 
unanimity  and  eoncordj  and  promises  them  the  future 
support  and  protection  of  Bonaparte.  This  is  the 
last  stage  of  his  active  career  of  inspection.     He  next 

f'ves  a  sttramary  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
oglish  army  nt  Alexandria^  of  tbe  Turkish  army  in 
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JEgjpty  and  of  that  of  the  bejs.  And  he  coBcIado 
irith  a  view  of  the  military  §tate  of  Syria.  The 
iprand  resuKs  of  this  mission  appear  to  be,  that  the 
islands  of  the  Ionian  Sea  would  declare  themselves 
French  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  should  offer;  and 
that  six  thousand  French  troops  would  suffice  at  the 
present  moment  for  the  recovery  of  Egypt 

Before  the  discovery  of  these  transactions  in  Egypt 
and  Syria,  by  general  Sebastian!,  the  English  govern^ 
Bient  were  extremely  dissatisfied  with  the  French 
troops  still  keeping  possession  of  Holland;  and  also 
with  the  measures  of  coercion  and  authority  assumed 
by  the  French  government  in  Switzerland;  eventf 
equally  and  obviously  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of 
\Amiens^  The  disputes  in  Switsserland  between  the 
Helvetic  government,  which  was  entirely  in  the  French 
interests,  and.  the  democratic  states,  who  insisted  on 
liaving  their  ancient  laws  and  constitutions  restored, 
commenced  as  early  as  the  month  of  April,  1803,  and 
assumed  a  serious  aspect  on  the  13th  of  the  following 
July;  when  the  great  majority  of  the  cantons  for*^ 
mally  protested  against  the  interference  of  tl^e  French, 
iabd  claimed  their  rights  and  privileges,  as  a  free  peo* 
|>le,  to  restore  to  their  country  their  pristine  form  of 

fovernofent.  From  this  period  till  the  3d  of  October^ 
802,  open  warfare  subsisted  between  the  people  and 
the  Helvetic  government,  when,  in  a  general  action^ 
the  insurgents  totally  defeated  the  troops  of  the  latter, 
who  were  obliged  precipitately  to  retr'eat;  to  abaodoa 
their  functions;  and  they  were  hesitating  whether  to 
retire  to  Geneva  or  the  territory  of  Savoy,  when  the 
arrival  of  a  French  general  suspended  their  flight,  and 
promised  them,  in  the  name  of  the  first  consul,  in- 
stant re-establishment.  A  French  army  under  ge* 
neral  Ney  immediately  advanced  into  the  heart  of  the 
country,  restored  the  revolutionary  gbvernment,  and 
dispersed  the  representatives  of  the  Swiss  nation,  who 
found  themselves  unable  to  oppose,  with  their  hapdful 
of  troops,  and  unsupported  by  any  of  the  po^^n.  of 
]Si]rppe,  the  arms  of  the  consul  of  France. 
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However^  on  the  lOlh  of  October,  the  Eoglish  go« 
vernmeot  preaeoted  a  remonstraiice,  at  Paris,  ob  the 
ioterfereDce  of  that  court,  in  the  internal  regulations 
adopted  bj  a  free  and  independent  country;  referring 
to  the  treaty  of  Lun:eville,  for  an  explicit  declaratioa 
to  that  effect.  Other  complaints  were  made,  that  the 
republican  troops  bad  not  evacuated  Holland,  agree- 
ably to  the  treaty  of  Amiens;  and  that  the  authority 
of  France  was  still  exercised  over  the  government  of 
the  Italian  republic.  Mutual  recriminations  were  now 
resorted  to,  and  Bonaparte  finally  answered,  '^  that  so 
soon  as  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  were 
esiecuted  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  particularly 
at  Malta,  by  the  evacuation  of  the  British  troops 
that  then,  and  not  before,  Holland  should  be  eva- 
4suated  by  the  French  fortes.''  To  the  complaints  re** 
isp^ting  Switzerland  and  the  Italian  republic,  no 
answer  whatever  was  given. 

:  In  this  state  of  mutual  suspicion  and  jealousy,  and 
of  occasional  remonstrances  and  etasive  answers,  af* 
iairs  were  carried  on,  until  the  mission  of  Sebastian! 
^utme  te  be  developed  at  the  court  of  St.  James's*  Th^ 
manifestation  of  a  deep-laid  design  underwent  the 
scrutiny  of  the  priv^  council,  and  dispatches  were  for-- 
warded  to  lord  Wbitworth,  the  English  ambassador  at> 
Paris,  to  demand  satisfaction  from  the  French  govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  general  Sebastiani's  report, 
which  contained  ''the  most  unjustifiable  charges 
"against  the  officer  who  commanded  his  majesty's  forces 
in  Egypt,  and  against  the  British  army  in  that  quar«> 
ter."  He  was  farther  directed  to  state,  that  the  whole 
report  developed  a  system  so  injurious  to  tbe  interests 
of  his  majesty's  dominions,  and  so  entirely  repugnant 
to,  and  utterly  inconsistent  with,  the  spirit  and  letter 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  his  government  to  enter  into  any  future  discussion 
on  the  subject  of  Malta,  until  satisfactpry  explana- 
tion should  be  given  relative  to  that  event 

For  this  explanation  M.  Talleyrand  was  completely 
prepared^  by  treating  it  as  a  matter  entirely  miscon- 
ceived 
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ceived  by  the  British  court.  He  disclaimed  on  the 
part  of  bis  government  all  intentton  of  giYing  re»> 
sonable  cause  of  dissatisfoction  to  the  English  govero- 
«ent;  and  declared  that  the  mission  of  Sebastiaoi  was 
|)urelj  commercial  Lord  Wbitworth  waa  in  conae^ 
pnence  invited  to  a  personal  interTiew  with  the  first 
consul^  which  took  place  at  the  Thuilleries  three  days 
afterwards.  Tbe  first  consul  deported  himself  with 
temper,  and  expressed  a  wish  to  preserve  a  good  un*> 
derstanding  between  the  two  countries*  He  depre* 
eated  the  idea  of  a  recommencement  of  war,  but 
added>  that  if  it  were  inevitable^  be  must  put  the 
only  means  of  offence  he  had  in  execution,  which  was 
a  descent  upon  England ;  a  project,  the  danger  and 
difficulty  attendant  on,  he  was  well  aware  of,  yet' 
which  be  was  determined  to  attempt  On  the  sub* 
ject  of  IMalta,  he  said  he  w6uld  never  in  any. event 
allow  it  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  England^  in 
whose  hands  he  would  rather  see  the  principal  faux- 
hour g  of  Paris  ? 

Upon  lord  Whitworth's  allusion  to  the  aggrandise^ 
ment  oC  and  influence  gained  by,  France^  since  tbe 
Ireaty  of  Amiens,  the  first  consul  abruptly  put  an  end 
to  this  part  of  the  discourse,  by  saying,  **  I  suppose 
you  mean  Piedmont  and  Switzerland^-those  were 
trifles,  which  must  have  been  foreseen  whilst  the  no- 
gociation  was  pending.  Trifles,  indeed,  f  he  added,} 
when  it  is  considered  that  France  and  England,  in 
Strict  union,  might  dictate  the  law  to  all  the  world." 
Bonaparte  then  said,  that  "  Egypt  must  sooner  or 
later  belong  to  France,  either  by  the  dissolution  of 
tbe  grand  sigoior's  dominion,  or  by  some  arrangement 
with  that  power."  After  dwelling  with  expressions  of 
resentment  against  those  in  the  British  legialative  body» 
who  ''  were  notorious  for  their  eternal  hatred  of 
France,"  he  added,  "  that,  while  they  persist  in  their 
declamations,  five  hundred  thousand  men  ought  and 
should  be  kept  in  readiness  to  avenge  her  injnriesl 
That  whatever  success  intrigues  might  have  in  Lon*- 
don^  other  powers  would  not  be  involved;  and,  the 
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iPrench  gov^rninent  nvows,  with  conscious  pride,  that 
£ngland  alotte  cannot  maintain  a  struggle  against 
France.^' 

This  menace  produced  from  the  English  nation  (he 
strongest  sentiments  of  resentment.  Lord  Whttworth 
Was  instructed  to  demand  an  explanation  of  this  me-^ 
Hace  from  M .  Talle^^rand  i  and  also  to  make  a  reitera- 
tiob '  of  the  demand  for  satisfaction  in  the  affair  of 
Sebastiani;  and  obtain  fresh  securitjf  for  the  fulfilment 
of  any  new  arrangement  that  should  be  made  on  the 
Subject  of  Malta;  otherwise  a  renewal  of  the  waf 
#ouId  be  inevitable. 

The  efl^ct  this  message  produced  on  the  mind  of  ihti 
first  consul,  may  be  best  conceived  from  his  conduct 
to  the  English  ambassador^  when  the  latter  made  hict 
next  appearance  at- the  court  of  the  Thuilleries;  for 
Immediately  on  the  appearance  of  lord  Whitworth  and 
the  first  consul  on  the  14th  of  March,  1803/ at  the 
court  which  was  held  at  the  Thuilleries  on  that  day^ 
the  first  consul  accosted  lord  Whitworth  with  great 
agitation.  He  began  by  asking  him.  If  he  had  any 
news  from  England?  His  lordship  told  him  he  had 
received  letters  from  lord  Hawkesbury  two  days  ago« 
Bonaparte  immediately  said,  and  so  you  are  deter-* 
mined  to  go  to  war? — ^No,  replied  lord  Whitworth^ 
we  are  too  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  peace. — JVbu3 
monSy  said  he,  dSjifait  la  guerre  pendant  quinze  ans; 
i.  e.  We  have, Already  teen  fifteen  years  at  war.^—kn 
tie  seemed  to  wait  for  an  answer,  lord  Whitworth  ob« 
served  only,  C'en  est  dejd  trpp. —  That  is  already  too 
much. — MaiSj  said  he,  vous  voiilez  la  faire  encore 
Quinze  ann6es.  But,  said  he,  you  would  continue  it 
for  another  fifteen  years.  His  lordship  said,  that  was 
tery  far  from  his  majesty's  intentions.  The  first  con-* 
sul  then  proceeded  to  count  Marcou  and  the  chevalier 
Azara,  who  were  standing  together  at  a  little  distance 
from  lord  Whitworth,  a^  said  to  them,  Les  Anglais 
ioetilent  la  guerre,  mais  sHls  les  premier  el  tirer  Vepie^ 
Je  serai  le  dernier  d  la  remettre :  that  is.  The  English 
are  desirous  of  a  war,  but  if  they  be  the  first  to  draw 
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the  sword,  I  shall  be  the  last  to  sheath  U.  He  tbM 
weDt  bis  round.  In  a  few  minutes  be  came  back  to 
lord  Whit  worth,  and  resumed  the  conversation,  h$ 
saying  something  personally  civil  to  bim.  He  b^aa 
again>  Ponrquoi  des  artnamens  f  Contre  qui  des  me^ 
sures  d  precaution  ?  Je  n*ai  pas  un  setd  vaisseau  de 
ligne  dans  les  ports  de  Prance;  mats  si  vous  voulex 
armer,  farmer ai  aussi.  That  is>.  Wht/  are  these  ar^ 
laments  t  Against  what  are  they  measures  of  precau* 
Hon  ?  I  have  not  a  single  ship  qf  the  line  in  the  part9 
of  France;  but  if  you  arm^  I  shall  arm  also.  After 
a  little  further  conversation,  Bonaparte  said^  Ilfaut 
dans  respecter  les  traitSs ;  malheur  i  ceux  qui  ne  re- 
spectens  pas  les  traitis ;  iU  eus  serons  responsable  i 
tout  V Europe.  That  is.  Regard  should  be  paid  to 
treaties  ;  and  mitfortnne  attend  those  who  are  regard" 
less  qf  their  treaties.  For  such  a  violation  they  are 
accountable  to  all  Europe.  Bonaparte  appeared  to  be 
too  much  agitated  to  render  it  adviseable  for  lord 
Wfaitwortb  to  prolong  the  conversation;  he  therefore 
madd  no  answer,  and  Bonaparte  retired  to  his  apart* 
llient,  repeating  the  last  phrase.  All  this  conversa*^ 
tion  was  loud  enough  tp  be  heard  by  about  two  hun« 
dred  people  who  were  present;  and  it  is  supposed 
there  was  not  a  single  person,  who  did  not  feel  tne  ex* 
treme  impropriety  of  the  first  consul's  conduct. 

Lord  Whitworth  called  on  M.  de  Talleyrand  to 
converse  with  him  on  what  had  passed  at  tbe  Thuil« 
leries,  between  Bonaparte  and  bis  lordship  on  Sunday 
tbe  l4th  of  March :  he  said  he  went  to  the  Tfauilleriea 
to  pay  his  respects  to  the  first  consul,  and  to  present 
his  countrymen,  and  not  to  treat  of  political  subjects} 
and  that  unless  he  had  the  assurance  from  him,  that 
he  should  not  be  exposed  to  a  repetition  of  tbe  same 
disagreeable  circumstances,  he  should  be  under  the 
necessity  of  discontinuing  bis  visits  to  the  Thuilleriea. 
M.  de  Talleyrand  assured  his  lordship,  that  it  waa 
very  far  from  the  first  consul's  intention  to  distress  hia 
lordship;  but  he  had  felt  himself  personally  insulted 
by  tbe  charges  which  were  brought  against  him  by  the 
English  government;  and  that  it  was  incumbent  oo 
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Ilim  to  take  the  first  opportunitjr  of  exculpating  him- 
self  in  the  presence  of  the  ministers  of  the  different 
powers  of  Europe.  He  assured  him^  however^  that 
nothing  similar  should  again  occur. 

The  king  of  England^  liBaringof  this  behaviour  of 
Bonaparte^  signified  bj  lord  Hawkesburj,  that  he 
Jbad  a  right  to  eipect*  that  his  ambassador  should  be 
treated  with  the  respect  and  attention  due  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  sovereign  whom  he  represents;  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  lord  Whitworth  to  present 
himself  on  anv  days  of  ceremony  to  the  first  consul^ 
Dntess  he  receives  an  assurance  that  he  shall  never  be 
exposed  to  a  repetition  of  the  treatment  which  he  ex- 
perienced on  that  occasion. 

The  island  of  Malta  appears  to  have  been  the  point 
upon  which  the  negociation  terminated;  a  variety  of 
notes  were  exchanged.  The  English  government  te^ 
quired  that  they  should  retain  possession  of  theisltind 
for  ten  years^  on  account  of  the  alteration  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  constitution  of  the  order  of  St. 
John  since  the  treaty  of  Amiens;  while  Bonaparte  in- 
sisted on  the  evacuation^  but  proposed  that  it  should 
be  garrisoned  by  one  of  the  three  powers^  Russia^ 
Austria^  or  Prussia.  In  reply  to  this  praposition,  lord 
Hawkesbury  observed^  that  Russia  was  the  only  power 
to  which  England  (if  she  were  so  disposed)  would 
resign  Malta^  but  that  Russia  would  not  agree  to  such 
9n  arrangement. 

Concerning  the  restrictions  wished  to  be  imposed  on 
the  liberty  of  the  press  in  this  country,  th^  following 
extract  from  a  note^  presented  by  general  Andreossi^ 
will  sufficiently  explam  the  desires  of  the  French  go- 
yernment  on  that  head.  The  chief  consul  has  had 
cause  to  be  convinced^  that  all  his  representations  on 
these  points  Were  useless,  and  that  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, regardless  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  was  re- 
solved Co  authorize  every  thipg  v^ithio  bis  dominions; 
but  he  did  not,  on  that  accdunt,  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  continuance  of  peace,  nor  alarm  Europe  with  the' 
notification  of  war.     He  confined  himself  to  this  prin^ 

30  3  cipte 


Digitized  by 


Qoogle 


41§         MEMOIRS  OF  BONAPARTE  ANO  piSTORY  OV   . 

ciple  of  conduct,  to  permit  or. prevent  in  prance  witl| 
respect  to  England,  whatever  should  be jpennitted  or 
prevented  in  England  with  regard  to  France.  Ho 
ba8,  however,  expressed,  and  again  eipretsed  it,  % 
wish  that  means  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  in  fu« 
ture  anj  mention  being  made  of  what  is  passing  ii| 
Frame,  either  in  the  official  discussions,  or  in  the  po» 
](*mical  writings  in  England,  as  in  like  manner  in  tho 
French  oflScial  discussions,  and  polemical  writings,  no 
mention  whatever  should  be  made  of  what  is  passing 
in  England. 

In  a  conversation  which  took  place  between  M-  Tal? 
lejrand  and  lord  Whitworth,  the  former  mentione4 
the  calamities  which  would  follow  the  failure  of  out 
endeavour  to  avoid  a  rupture.  He  insisted  that  Hol- 
land, Naples,  and  other  countries  connected  with 
Great  Britain,  would  be  the  first  victims  of  the  war^ 
]pord  Whitworth  asked  him,  whether  he  thought  such 
a  cimduct  would  add  to  the  glory  of  the  first  consulj 
or  whether  ^n  attack  on  the  innocent  and  defenceless 
"firouid  not  rather  tarnish  it,  and  ultimately  unite 
against  him  not  only  the  honest  mep  in  his  own  coun- 
try, but  e\ery  government  in  Europe.  Thatitcer-» 
fainly  would  excite  more  detestation  than  terror  in 
!E^ngland  ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  serve  to  im* 
press  upon  them  still  more  strongly,  the  necessity  of 
qmitting  no  means  of  circumscribing  a  power  so  per* 
liiciousi}  exerted.  His  lordship  added,  that  no  act  of 
hostility  had  actually  taken  place,  yet  the  inveteracy 
vith  which  our  commerce,  our  industry,  and  our 
f;redit,  had  been  attacked  in  every  part  to  wkici) 
French  influence  could  be  extended,  it  woujd  bear  the 
^ime  construction ;  as  it  tended  to  prqve,.  in  addition 
to  the  general  system  of  the  first  coo^l,  that  Jiis  ob- 
iect  was  to  pursue,  under  the  mask  of  peace, -tbe  saoifi 
line  of  conduct  in  which  tb^  preceding  governments 
|iad  acted. 

After  this  the  conduct  of  Bonaparte  became  more 
iponciliating ;  and  a  fuf  tiier  proposition  to  the  French 
goveromeqt,  for  a  perfect  accpmrnqdi^tiQii  of  aU  ex-*. 
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luting  diflfereDces*  was  made  by  lord  Whitwortb^  at 
follows:  Malta  to  remaib  id  perpetuity  in  the  poa- 
a6$8ion  oC  hia  BritaDoic  majesty,  by  wbom  the  knigbtg 
of  Si.  Jobtt  were  to  be  iodemnified ;  Holland  and 
Switaerland  to  be  evacuated  by  the  French  forces; 
the  itlaod  of  Elba  to  be  confirmed  to  France  by  bia 
aaajesty ;  and  the  new  king  of  Etruria  was  to  be  ac* 
knowledgedi;  as  were  the  republics  of  Italy  and  Li-* 
guria,  provided  an  arrangement  were  made  in  Italy 
for  the  king  of  Sardinia.  After  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  discussion,  which  lasted  until  the  9th  of 
April;'  on  the  part  of  France  it  was  formally  de- 
dared,  that  no  stipulation  not  perfectly  consistent  with 
Ihe  independence  of  the  island  of  Malta,  could  be 
entertained  for  a  moment ;  but  that  the  first  consul 
bad  no  objection  to  make  a  particular  convention^  for 
doing  away  the  remaining  causes  of  dissatisfaction  ex- 
isting between  the, two  nations. 

Fresh  instructions  were  giv^i  to  lord  Whitworth  oa 
the  I3th  of  April,  that  ^'  by  way  of  saving  the  point 
4)f  honour  to  France,  the  civil  government  of  the 
island  of  Malta  should  be  given  to  the  order  of  St 
Johq^  tl^  Maltese  eigoying  therein  the  privileges 
yrbicfa  were  reserved  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Amiena; 
and  that  the  fortifications  of  the  island  should  be  gar- 
risoned in  perpetuity,  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic 
majesty »  But  if  neither  of  the  two  propositions,  al- 
ready detailed,  wese  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  France, 
4bat  then  his  lordship  might  propose  the  occupation  of 
Malta  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  ten  years,  provided 
that  his  Sicilian  majesty  coald,  for  a  valuable  consi- 
deration be  induced  to  cede  Lampedosa  to  England^. 
At  the  end  of  that  period,  Malta  was  to  be  surrendered 
to  the  inhabilants,  and  declared  an  independent  state; 
and  an  arrangement  was  to  be  made  in  the  interim,  for 
the  establishment  of  the  order  of  St.  John  in  some 
pther  part  of  Europe." 

^  Tbs  island  of  LtrapedotA  is  a  small  vniDbabited  spot^  si« 
iuated  bstwasn  the  islaad  of  Malta  aad  the  coast  of  Tunis,  |a 
Afric*. 
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Ob  the  2Sftb  of  April,  a  persoo,  iapposed  to  hwe 
been  emplojed  bj  Bonaparte,  waited  oa  lord  Whk-^ 
iiroTtb,  for  the  parpose  of  ascertaining  bi»  sentimentfi^ 
He  informed  his  lordship,  that  in  the  course  of  tfaiB 
daj  be  would  receive  a  letter  from  M.  Talleyrand, 
drawn  up  under  the  inspection  of  the  first  consoK 
whicb,  though  not  exactly  what  his'  lordship  might 
wish,  was  so  moderate  as  to  afford  bim  a  welk> 
grounded  bope>  and  might  certainly  be  «ufficientt9 
induce  him  to  delay  for  a  short  time  his  departure. 
Lord  Whitwprth  assured  him  that  it  would  affor4 
litrn  great  satisfaction  to  perceive  a  ^probability  of 
bringing  the  negociation  to  a  faYOurable<  issue,  and 
that  be  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  impede  the  bu^ 
aiaesa  by  any  useless  precipitation*  His  lordship  add- 
ed, that  be  acted  in  conformity  to  instructions,  an4 
4hat  those  instructions  were  positive;  and»that  by  them 
lie  was  enjoined  \o  leave  Pahs  on  tbe •following  Toes* 
slay,  unless  certain  conditions  were  agreed  to  in  the 
intermediate  time*  L^rd  WhitwoKh,  however,  vk^ 
ceived  no  letter  in  the  course  of  that  day;  tberdbre 
be  went  about  four  o'clock  to  M.  Talleyrand,  and  ex^ 
pressed  great  anxiety  to  learn  whether  faef  had  any 
tbing  favoiirable  to  communicate:  if  he  had  n^t,  hie 
lordship  begged  him  to  recollect  that  Tuesday  was 
the  day  on  which  he  must  leave  Paris;  and  also  re» 
quested  that  be  would  have  tbe  neoesiary  passports 
prepared  for  him  and  his  family.  Talleyrand  appeared 
evidently  embarrassed,  and  after  some  hesitation  ob*- 
served,  that  he  could  not  suppose  be  should  really  go 
away;  but  thai  at  all  events  the  first  consul  never 
would  recal  his  ambassador.  To- this  lord  Whitwortb 
replied,  his  majesty  recalled  me  in  order  to  put  an  end 
to  tbe  negociation,  on  the  principle  that  even  actual 
war  was  preferable  to  the  state  of  suspence'  in  which 
England,  and  indeed  all 'Europe,  had  been  kept  for 
10  long  a  period. 

After  this  bis  lordship  relates  a  number  of  shifts 
and. expedients  which  were  put  in  practice  by  the 
French  minister  to  gain  time.     He  afterwards  found 
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it  extremely  difficult  to  fiod  Talleyrand ;  and  when  he 
did  get  a  sif^t  of  bim,  the  old  arguments  were  re^ 
peated  o^  both  sides.  Talleyrand  talked  of  a  cotUre* 
prqjet:  lord  Whitworth  said  be  could  not  attend  to 
it,  bis  orders  being  peremptory.  Talleyrand  said  it 
should  be  gireo  bim^  when  he  might  either  accept  it, 
tend  it  to  London,  or  leaye  Paris.  Lord  Whitworth 
waited  some  time  in  expectation  of  it,  but  it  did  not 
arrive;  he  therefore  demanded  his  passports  hf  an  of^* 
licial  note  which  he  sent  to  Mr.  M anderille. .  After 
experiencing  some  delays  he  renewed  his  demand  of 

Jassports;  which  he  obtained^  and  prepared  to  lea?e 
'ranee. 

A  specifie  answer  from  the  French  government  wasi 
given  to  all  the  articles  of  these  final  propositions  of 
the  English  courts  on  ^he  2d  of  May.  With  respect 
to.Lampcdosa^  the  first  consul  alledged,  that  as  it  did 
iiot  belong  to  France,  he  could  neither  accede  to  nor 
refuse  the  desire  of  the  acquisition  of  that  island  by 
his  Britannic  majesty.    Nevertheless^  in  the  hope  of 

Sreventing  a  renewal  of  the  war,  he  would  consent  to 
if  alta  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  three 
powers  who  had  guaranteed  its  independence,  either 
Austria,  Russia,  or  Prussia.  On  this  proposition 
(elated  the  4th^  of  May),  the  obvious  intention  of 
which  was  to  give  Malta  to  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
the  English  government,  without  a  moment*s  delay, 
put  a  decided  negative.  The  dispatcb,  however,  an- 
■ouncingtbis  refusal  contained  yet  another  ultimatum, 
which,  if  not  acceded  to  by  the  French  government, 
lord  Whitworth  was  instructed  to  quit  Paris  in  thirty- 
six  hours. 

The  following  is  the  prqjet  sent  by  lord  Hawkct- 
bury  in  his  last  dispatch,  and  on  which  lord  Whit- 
ivorth  and  Talleyrand  had  their  last  conference. 

'^  h  The  French  government  shall  engage  to  make 
no  opposition  to  the  cession  of  the  island  of  «Lampe- 
dosa  to  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

''  IL  In  consequence  of  the  present  state  of  the 
island  of  Lampedosa,  his  majesty  shall  remain  in  poa- 
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fessioD  of  the  island  of  Malta^  anttl  such  amu^* 
ments  shall  be  made  by  him  as  may  enable  bis  majesty 
to  occupy  Lampedosa  as  a  aaYal  station;  after  which 
periQd  the  island  of  Malta  shall  be  given  up  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  acknowledged  as  an  independent  state. 

^'  III.  The  territories  of  the  Batavian  republic  shall 
be  evacuated  by  the  French  forces  withio  one  month 
after  the  conclusion  of  a  convention  founded  on  thei 
principles  of  this  prqjet. 

<<  IV.  The  king  of  Etruria,  and  the  Italian  and 
Liffurian  republics^  shall  be  acknowledged  by  his 
majesty. 

^*  V.  Switzerland  shall  be  evacuated  by  the  French 
forces. 

'*  VL  A  suitable  territorial  provistoti  shall  be  aa^ 
signed  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  in  Italy* 

'*  Secret  Article.  His  majesty  shall  not  be  required 
by  the  French  government  to  evacuate  the  island  of 
Malta^  until  after  the  expiration  often  years. 

Articles  IV^  V.  VL  may  be  entirely  omitted^  ot 
most  all  be  inserted. 

Another  inclosure  contains  a  letter  from  lord  Whit^ 
iRTorth  to  Talleyrand^  informing  him  that  he  could  not 
find  him;  and  therefore^  as  he  must  leave  Paris  within 
a  limited  time>  he  would  leave  the  prqjet  of  a  convene 
tion  with  his  secretary,  Mr.  Talbot. 

Lord  Whitworth  set  out  from  Paris  on  4he  13th  of 
May,  and  arrived  in  London  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night 
on  the  18th.  It  was  at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th  that  lord  Whitworth  received  dispatchea 
transmitted  by  Silvester,  the  messenger;  but  fn  conse^ 
quence  of  an  accident  which  bad  happened  to  Bona-^ 
parte,  he  deferred  delivering  in  the  final  determioatioif 
of  his  government  tilt  noon  on  the  10th.  A  decisive 
answer  was  at  the  same  time  demanded  by  the  ambas*' 
sador  id  the  course  of  thirty-siz  hours;  and  if  the* 
proposal  was  rejected,  he  expressly  informed  the  mi^ 
nister  for  foreign  affairs,  that  he  had  orders  to  quit 
Paris  at  the  expiration  of  that  time.  An  answer  wat 
soon  after  sent  to  lord  Whitworth,  that  Bonaparte  in-* 
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tended  to  Bubmit  to  his  council  of  state  the  decision  of 
the  question  of  war  or  peace.  The  council  was  ac-^ 
cordingly  assembled ;  and  notwithstanding  the  oppo- 
sition both  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  and  Talleyrand^  the 
issue  of  their  deliberations  was  the  renewal  of  hosti"* 
lities. 

Constituted  as  this  council  waSj  no  other  result 
could  be  reasonably  expected.  It  does  not  appear 
that  either  the  senate  or  the  legislative  body  were  in 
any  respect  consulted;  and  no  pther  advice  was  asked 
than  that  which  was  previously  known  to  accord  with 
Bonaparte's  avowed  opinion.  The  council  was  oc^u* 
pied  in  the  consideration  of  the  question  till  the  afler-^ 
noon  of  the  12th.  The  expedient  of  referring  the 
points  in  dispiite  to  the  decision  of  the  council  of  state 
was  a  subterfuge  calculated  for  giving  another  day's 
delay^  and  taking  oflf  as  much  as  possible  from  the 
first  consul  the  odium  of  involving  the  people  of 
France  in  a  war.  Lord  Whitworth  quitted  Paris^ 
three  hours  after  the  opinion  of  those  counsellors  was 
communicated  to  him.^ 

In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  negociation, 
lord  Pelbam,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1803,  carried  thef 
following  message  from  bis  Britannic  majesty  to  the 
house  of  lords; 
"G.  R. 

**  His  majesty  thinks  proper  to  acquaiiot  the  hoCise 
of  lords,  that  the  discussions  which  his  majesty  an* 
Bounced  on  the  8th  of  March,  as  then  subsisting  be* 
tween  his  majesty  and  the  French  government,  have 
terminated.  The  conduct  of  the  French  government 
has  obliged  bis  m^'esty  to  recal  his  ambassador  from 
Paris}  and  the  ambassador  from  the  French  republic 
has  left  London.  His  majesty  has  given  directioni 
for  laying  before  the  house  of  lords^  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possiblci  iio\>ies  of  such  papers  a^  may  be  pro- 
per for  the  information  of  parliament  onf  this  import* 
tan^  sulyect.  It  is  a  consolation  to  his  majesty  to 
iieflect,  that  no  endeavour  has  been  wanting  on  his 
Bart  to  preterve  the.  blessings  of  peace;  but.  Udder  tbd 
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circttiDBtances  which  have  occurred  to  disappoiot  hit 
JQst  ei^pectatioos/  his  majesty  relies  with  perfect  cod- 
fidence  od  the  zeal  aod  public  spirit  of  the  house  of 
lords,  and  upon  the  exertions  of  his  brave  and  loyal 
subjects,  to  support  his  determination  to  employ  the 
power  and  resources  of  the  country,  in  opposing  the 
spirit  of  ambition  and  encroachment  which  now  ac- 
tuates the  conduct  of  the  French  government,  in  up- 
holding the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  in  asserting  and 
maintaining  the  rights  and  essential  interests  of  hia 
people." 

Thusi  after  a  peace  of  barely  one  year  and  fifty 
daySi  did  Europe  tfgain  see  her  quiet  disturbed,  and 
her  tranquillity  threatened,  by  the  renewal  of  a  con« 
test  between  her  greatest  continental  and  her  greatest 
maritime  power;  and  in  which,  sooner  or  later,  her 
other  states  would  most  probably  be  involved* 


CHAPTER  XL 

THE  die  is  at  length  cast,  and  war  is  declared  by 
both  nations.  On.  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  Bo^ 
naparte  dispatched  the  following  message  to  the  se« 
Date,  the  legislative  body,  and  the  tribunate: 

''  St.  Cloud,  Map  20.--The  English  ambassador 
has  been  recalled:  forced  by  this  circumstance,  the 
ambassador  of  the  republic  bat  quitted  a  eovotry 
where  he  could  do  longer  bear  the  words  of  peace. 
In  this  decisive  moment,  the  government  places  before 
your  eyes,  it  will  place  before  the  eyes  of  France  aod 
of  Europe,  its  first  relations  with  the  British  ministry; 
sew  discussions,  which  seem  to  end  with  an  absolute 
rupture.  The  present  age  and  posterity  will  see  ail 
that  it  has  done  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war; 
with  what  moderation,  with  what  patience  it  has  la- 
houred  to  prevent  its  return.  Nothing  could  interrupt 
the  course  of  the  projects  formed  to  rekindle  diseord 
between  the  two  nationt.    The  treaty  of  Amiens  waf 
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iiegociated  in  th^  midst  df  the  clamotini  of  t  pftrtjr 
hostile  to  peace.    Hardly  eonctoded^  it  became  ao  ot>* 
iect  of  severe  censure;  it  was  represented  as  fatal  to 
ISngland^  because  it  was  disgraceful  to  France.  Speedi-^ 
ly  inquietudes  were  spread,  dangers  were  pretended, 
oo  wbicb  tbe  necessity  of  such  a  state  of  peace  wai 
establisbed  which  served  as  a  permanent  signal  (ot 
Bew  hostilities.     Those  wicked  wretches  were  kept  in 
feservej  and  paidi  who  had  torn  in  pieces  the  bosom 
of  their  country^  and  were  destined  to  tear  it  again. 
Vain  calcukitions  of  hatred!     It  is  no  longer  that 
Prance  divided  by  factions  and  agitated  by  storms;  it 
Is  France  restored  to  internal  tranquillity^  regenerated 
in  its  administration  and  its  laws,  ready  to  fall  with  all 
its  might  upon  any  foreigner  who  shall  dare  to  attack 
ifj  and  to  connect  himself  with  these  brigands  whom 
an  atrocious  policy  shall  vomit  again  upon  its  soil  to  ' 
organise  pillage  and  assassination.     At  length  an  ud« 
expected  nuessage  alarmed  all  England  with  imaginary 
armaments  in  France  and   Batavia^   which   assumed 
that  important  discussions  divided  the  two  govern* 
ments,   while  no  such  discussion  was  known  to  tbe 
French  government.     Forthwith    formidable  arma* 
ments  appeared  on  the  coasts  and  in  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain;  the  sea  is  covered  with  ships  of  war;  and  it 
is  in  the  midst  of  this  preparation  that  the  cabinet  of 
London  demands  of  France  the  abrogation  of  a  fun- 
damental article  of  tbe  treaty  of  Amiens.    They  want> 
they  say,  pew  guarantees;  and  they  forget  the  sacred* 
ness  of  treaties,  the  execution  of  which  is  the  first  of 
guarantees  that  nations  can  give  to  each  other.  France 
has  in  vain  invoked  plighted  faith;  in  vain  has  she 
consented  to  shut  her  eyes  upon  the  actual  inexecutioo 
of  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which  England 
pretends  to  free  herself  from;  in  vain  has  she  wished 
to  delay  taking  a  definitive  part  till  the  moment  that 
Spain  and  Batavia,  the  other  two  contracting  powers, 
had  manifested  their  will ;  and,  lastly,  in  vain  has  she 
proposed  to  call  in  the  mediation  of  tbe  powers  who 
bad  been  requested  to  goarautee,  and  who  have,  in 
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effect  guaranteed  the  stipulations^  the  abrogation  ot 
Vhicb  has  been  demanded.  All  tbe^e  propositions 
have  been  rejectied,  and  the  demands  of  England  are 
be  comeiQore  imperious  and  more  absolute.  It  was 
not  in  the  principles  of  government  to  bend  under 
the  menace ;  it  was  not  in  its  power  to  bow  the  majes* 
ty  of  the  French  people  under  laws  which  were  pre* 
jicribed  to  it  with  forms  so  haughtj  and  so  new.  If 
it  had  done  it^  it  would  have  consecrated  to  England 
the  right  to  annul,  by  its  sole  will,  all  the  stipulations 
by  which  it  was  bound  towards  France.  It  would 
have  authorized  her  to  exact  from  France  new  guar 
jrantees  at  the  least  alarm  which  she  might  feign;  lind 
from  thence  two  new  principles  would  be  placed  in 
the  public  law  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  side  of  that 
by  which  she  has  cut  off  other  nations  from  the  sevie- 
reignty  of  the  seas,  and  subjected  to  her  laws  and  re- 
gulations the  independence  of  their  flags.  The  go* 
veroment  confided  itself  within  the  line  which  principle 
und  duty  traced  out  of  it.  The  negociations  are  in- 
terrupted>  and  we  are  ready  to  fight  if  we  are  attacked. 
At  least  we  shall  fight  to  maintain  the  faith  of  treaties, 
and  for  the  honour  of  the  French  name.  If  we  had 
given  way  to  a  vain  terror,  we  should  soon  have  had 
to  fight  to  repel  new  pretensions;  but  we  should  have 
fought  dishonoured  by  this  first  instance  of  our  weak- 
ness^ degraded  in  our  own  eyes,  and  lowered  in  the 
eyes  of  an  enemy  who  would  on  some  future  occs^iob 
bave  made  us  sipk  under  their  unjust  pretensions.  The 
nation  will  rest  confident  in  the  sentimeotof  itsst^epgtb^ 
whatever  wounds  the  enemy  may  inflict  in  parts  where 
v^e  can  neither  prevent  them  nor  reach  tbe<p.  The 
result  of  this  contest  will  be  such  as  we  have  a  right 
^o  expect  from  the  justice  of  our  cause^  and  from  thf 
courage  of  oor  warriors^ 

\'  Bonaparte,  first  consul. 

♦*  H.  B.  Maret,  secretary  of  state/* 

Several  speeches  occurred  on  this  message  in  the 

Ipginlative  body  on  the  20(h;  but  they  did  not,  in  the 

smallest  degree,  resemble  an  English  debate^  ^be  speal;- 
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•rs  beiQ^all  of  one  opinion^  and  attributing;  the  rup*-- 
ture  eotirely  to  the  bad  faith,  jealousy,  and  an^itioa 
of  the  English  nation. 

On  the  22d  of  M aj,  1803,  ten  days  after  the  depar- 
ture of  lord  Whilworth  from  Paris^  appeared  a  decree, 
of  which  the  following  contains  the  particulars: 

^*  Art.  L  Ordered^  That  every  comraander  of  the 
squadrons  or  naval  divisions  of  the  republic,  captains 
of  the  ships  of  war,  do  bear  down  upon  those  of  the 
king  of  England,  as  well  as  upon  all  vessels  belonging 
to  his  subjects^  to  attack,  take,  and  bring  them  into 
the  harbours  of  the  republic. 

'^  II.  Commissions  shall  be  delivered  in  course-  to 
such  of  the  French  privateers  as  shall  demand  them, 
and  who  shall  obtain  them  on  condition  of  conforming 
for  the  said  armiments  in  course  to  the  laws  and  rulepi. 
PO.W  existing,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made. 

^'  III.  Ail  the  English  enrolled  in  the  militia  be- 
tween the  age  of  eighteen  and  sixty,  or  who  hold 
commissions  from  his  Britannic  majesty,  now  in  France, 
shall  be  immediately  constituted  prisoners  of  war,  to 
answer  for  the  citizens  of  the  republic  who  may  have 
been  detained,  or  made  prisoners  by  the  vessels  or  sub- 
jects of  bis  Britannic  majesty,  before  the  declaratioo 
of  war. 

**  IV.  The  ministers  are  charged,  each  of  whom  it 
may  concern,  with  the  execution  of  this  order,  which 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  bulletin  des  Lpix. 

(Signed)         ''Bonaparte,  first consuL 

''  By  order  of  the  first  consul, 

"  H.  B.  Maret,  secretary  of  state.'" 

The  king  of  England's  declaratioo  of  war  against 
the  French  republic  appeared  also  about  this  time, 
and  is  couched  in  firm  and  masterly  language,  though 
>ve  do  not  conceive  that  the  matters  mentioned  therein, 
and  so  plausibly  and  positively  asserted,  were  of  suffi- 
cient weight  to  force  the  nation  into  a  war,  although 
it  has  terminated  in  the  dethronement  of  Bonaparte, 
and  in  replacing  the  Bourbons  on  the  throne  of 
France. 

But 
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*  But  while  th^  inhabitants  of  Grreat  dritain  wert 
eoosolidating  their  strength,  and  preparing  the  inosi 
powerful  means  of  registing  invasion,  the  French  go« 
ternment  wag  on  the  alerts  and  every  exertion  for  re- 
newed warfare  was  resortdl  to.  Admiral  Linois  sailed 
for  the  East  Indies  with  a  strong  squadron,  having  six 
thousand  troops  on  board,  who  were  desttmd  not  oiilj 
to  strengthen  the  garrisons  of  the  French  colonies  iit 
the  east^  but  also  to  put  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in 
such  a  condition  as  to  resist  any  attack  made  upon  it 
by  Great  Britain.  The  army  of  Italy  was  strongly 
reinforced,  and  pushed  forward  a  very  large  detach* 
ment  upon  Tarentum,  and  alt  the  strong  posts  in  the 
l^ingdom  of  Naples  which  lie  on  the  Adriatric  Sea* 
The  French  generals  charged  grith  the  execution  of 
those  orders,  expressed  in  their  proclamations,  that  it 
was  necessary,  while  England  retained  Malta,  that 
"France  should  occupy  those  important  positions. 

In  Germany,  the,  French  governifient  was  no  less 
active;  for,  on  the  25tb  of  May^  general  Mortier; 
from  his  head- quarters  at  Coeverdeo^  summoned  the 
Hanoverian  electorate  to  surrender.  In  this  attack 
npon  Hanover,  Bonaparte  formally  professed  that  he 
wished  to  occupy  that  country  merely  as  a  pledge  foe 
the  restoration  of  Malta^  agreeably  .to  the  conditiotis 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  It  was  not  possible  that  the 
electorate  alone  could  pretend  to  oppose  itself  with 
effect  to  the  immense  power  of  France;  yet  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Cambridge  was  sent  over  from 
England  as  commander-in-chief,  and  proclamations 
were  published  in  his  name,  and  that  of  the  Hanoverian 
government,  calling  upon  all  the  inhabitants  capable 
of  bearing  arms  to  defend  their  country  to  the  last 
drop  of  their  blooi).  But  so  unequal  were  they  to  the 
task  of  opposing  the  French  with  effect,  that  they  po- 
sitively refused  to  rise  in  mass,  and  tambly  submitted 
to  tbeir  fate.  On  the  26th  of  May,  the  invading  army 
entered  the  town  of  Bentheim,  where  the  Hanoverian 
garrison,  consisting  of  an  officer  and  thirty-six  meo« 
surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  On  the  28(h« 
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the  French  peaied  ihe  river  km$  at  Mippen;  and  the 
tieit  day  a  body  often  thousand  entered  the  principal 
lity  of  Osnabnrgh.  The  main  body  of  the  Hanoverian  - 
army,  commanded  by  genera)  Walmoden^  amounting' 
to  near  eighteen  thousand  regulars,  appeared  deter* 
mined  to  make  a  stand  in  their  position  on  tbe  Hunte; 
and  general  Hammerstein  occupied  the  town  of  Diep^ 
bolti  with  a  considerable  force  of  infantry,  cavalry» 
and  artillery.  The  French  immediately  prepared  ta 
dislodge  them:  a  division  of  their  infiintry  under  ge*- 
neral  Ichiner,  and  another  of  cavalry  under  general 
Nansouty,  forced  the  passage  of  the  Hunte,  and  di- 
rected their  march  tdifiuhlingeo,  with  a  view  of  cot** 
ting  off  v^hatever  force  might  be  stationed  between 
that  town  and  Diepholtz.  General  Hammersteinj 
finding  his  right  turcusii  by  this  roanceuvre,  was  obliged 
to  retreat  in  the  night  to  Borstoen.  On  the  1st  of 
June  there  was  a  smart  skirmish  between  a  Hanoverian 
rear-guard  and  the  French  advanced  pickets.  On  tbe 
Sd,  notwithstanding  a  severe  cannonade  from  the  Ha* 
noverian  artillery,  general  Drouet,  who  commanded 
the  French  advanc^  army,  attacked  them,  and  after 
a  charge  of  cavalry,  obliged  them  to  retire.  The 
Weser  was  now  the  last  line  of  defence  for  the  Hano^^ 
verian  army :  the  banks  of  it  were  well  planted  with 
artillery,  and  it  appeared  as  if  tbe  passage  of  it  would 
be  attended  with  some  difficulty.  Tbe  townof  Nieu* 
bourg  was  tbe  Hanoverian  head-quarters,  against 
which  Mortier  was  in  full  march,  when  a  deputation 
arrived  from  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the 
regency  of  Hanover,  to  tntreat  him  to  suspend  his 
inarch;  which  he' positively  refused,  until  they  had 
signed  a  convention,  (which  was  done  on  the  8d  of 
June,}  agreeing  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  entire 
electorate,  and  all  the  strong  places  dependent  upoq 
it,  together  with  all  the  artillery,  arms,  and  ammuni^ 
tion.  The  Balioverian  army  were,  by  the  conditions 
ef  this  convention,  to  retire  behind  the  Elbe,  and  to 
engage  not  to  serve  during  the  war  against  Franc^e  or 
her  allies,  until  regularly  exchanged.    The  tenns  of 
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Ibt  GOoveDtion  were,  however,  conditional,  depending 
•otirely  on  the  ratification  of  it  by  the  prst  consul  and 
his  Britannic  majesty.  It  was  evident,  however,  that 
bis  majesty  could  not  ratify  this  convention  as  king  of 
Great  Britain ;  and,  as  elector  of  Hanover,  it  would 
have  amounted  almost  to  a  renunciation  of  his  sove** 
leignty  were  be  to  consent  to  sucb  terms  as  those.  OtE 
the  5tb  of  June,  the  French  took  possession  o^^the 
city  of  Hanover,  where  they  found  a  prodigious  quao* 
tity  of  artillery  and  ammunition.  Besides  the  absolute 
Talueof  the  electorate  as  a  conquest,  which  enabled 
them  to  remount  their  cavaky  and  recruit  their  trea- 
•ury,  the  French  were  now  masters  of  the  navigation 
•f  the  Elbe  and  Weser,  and  were  determined  to  use 
their  power  to  the  injury  of  the  British  cpipmerce  ia 
Germany.  Being  now  in  the  immediate  neighbour-^ 
kood  of  the  rich  commercial  hanse-towns  of  Hamburgh 
•od  Bremen,  they  were' also  enabled,  under  the  shape 
of  loans,  to  levy  considerable  sums  of  money  upoo 
them. 

Thus  by  the  convention  of  Suhlipgen,  the  French 
general  was  placed  in  possession  of  the  whole  of  the 
electorate  of  Hanover  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Elbe,  the  Hanoverian  army  having  retired  across  the 
Elbe  to  the  duchy  of  Lauenburgh*.  But  as  thit 
convention  was  only  conditional,  and  required  to  be 


e  The  HanoTerfan  minister,  preTiously  to  the  signing  of  thtf 
frestj  of  Stthlingen,  had  furnivhed  a  commuaication  to  the  diet| 
that  the  elector,  his  master,  had  determined  to  obsenre  the  strictest 
Beatrality  in  (he  war  betwixt  England  and  France,  and  therefore 
called  on  the  diet,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  AmiefiSi  to  inters 
fere  for  the  protection  of  the  electorate  from  the  in? asion  of  thd 
French  troops.  Tlie  other  ministers  toolL  this  declaration  ad  re^ 
JerenduM*  It  was,  howe? er,  generally  understood,  tliat  the  mu 
sisters  of  Prussia,  Austria,  BsTaria,  and  Wurtemberg,  the  arch^ 
chancellor,  ftc.  had  in  private  declared,  that  they  regarded  the 
contest  betwixt  France  and  the  minister  of  HanoTer,  as  well  as 
the  neutral  occupation  of  the  states  of  the  king  of  England  id 
Germany,  as  a  matter  totally  foreign  to  the  interests  of  the  6er^ 
manic  empire;  therefore  they  could  not  see  in  what  way  the  em« 
(eror  and  tbe  empire  could  iaterfoft  ia  behalf  of  the  electorate. 
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irktified  by  the.  British  and  French  goTernments^  so 
tboo  as  it  was  known  in  Paris  that  tbe  courier  bad  ar« 
rived  announcing  his  Britannie  majesty's  refusal  td 
iratify  it,  Bonaparte  sent  express  orders  to  his  generals 
io  re-cominence  tbe  campaign.  General  Mortier 
thereupon  sent  a  letter  to  field-marshal  count  Wal** 
moden,  tbe  tianoverian  general,  informing  him  that 
tbe  refusal  of  bis  Britannic  majesty  to  ratify  the  con- 
iention»  had  rendered  it  null  and  toid.  He  therefore 
tent  him  a  fresh  proposition  to  surrender  with  bis 
army  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  sent  into  France.  The 
field^marsbal  replied^  that  those  termi  were  so  very 
humiliating,  that  his  army  preferred  perishing  witU 
their  aritis  ib  their  hands;  that  they  bad  already  madd 
sufficient  Sacrifices  for  their  country;  and  that  the^ 
iuust  now  defend  their  own  honour.  The  oflSceri 
however,  who  carried  this  abswer>  was  empowered  M 
ttate,  that  if  any  acceptable  terms  were  offered,  they 
would  probably  not  be  rejected.  Mortier  refused  td 
inake  aiiy  other  propositions,  and  immediately  pre-* 
|>ared  to  cross  the  Elbe  in  the  face  of  tbe  Hanoverian 
army,  who  bad  taken  a  sftrong  position  on  the  banks 
6f  the  river,  v^hich  was  well  defended  with  artillery. 
But  general  Walmoden,  seeing  that  the  French  army 
tvas  determined  to  force  its  passage,  sent  new  proposi- 
tions,  which  were  at  length  agreed  to ;  and  on  the  5th 
of  July  a  convention  was  settled,  by  wbieb  tbe  Ha« 
noveriao  army  was  to  be  disbanded,  and  return  to 
their  bomei  upon  their  parole,  liot  to  ierve  againsi 
France  or  hef  sdlied  uiitil  regularly  exchanged;  and 
its  lirtillery,  horses,  and  military  stores/  were  to  be 
given  up  to  the  French '^e 

^  GencrflT  Mbrtfer,  in  his  letter  to  the  first  cotisul,  laid,  fhaf 
<<  it  was  only  ffom  generosity  to  an  enemy  imploring  clt* menc/ 
ihat  he  granted  those  terms ;  that  general  Walmoden  signed  tha 
capitulation  with  an  aAicted  heart;  and  that  it  was  difficult  tg^ 
jtaint  the  sitaatio'n  of  the  fine  regiment  of  the  king  of  England's 
j^uards  at  dismounting.*' 
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At  the  period  of  the  French  iDvasioiij  the  military 
force  of  Hanover  amounted  to  thirty  thousand  men; 
but  there  was  not  a  single  fortified  place  of  strength 
iirithin  the  whole  territory^  sufficient  to  impede  for 
any  constderahle  time^  the  progress  of  the  French 
army^  consequently  it  was  no  very  difficult  matter  for 
general  Mortier  to  become  master  of  the  whole  coun«* 
try>  and  in  particular  of  the  mouths  of  the  Elbe  and 
the  Weser*  ''  I  have  issued  orders/'  says  this  ge* 
neraU  **  to  seize  all  the  vessels  on  those  rivers." 

It  was^^m  the  Hth  of  June  that  the  French  army 
entered  the  city  of  Hanover,  and  general  Mortier  no- 
tices on  this  occasion,  **  That  the  most  exact  discipline 
bad  been  maintained,  and  that  two  soldiers  of  the 
forty-eighth  demi- brigade,  convicted  of  having  aban- 
doned themselves  to  pillage  and  other  excesses,  had 
been  shot."  In  the  metropolis  of  the  electorate,  the 
enemy  found  fifteen  thousand  new  muskets,  five  thou- 
sand pair  of  pistols,  sixty  new  ammunition  waggons, 
one  hundred  pieces  of  artillery,  a  bridge  equipage 
adapted  to  the  passage  df  the  Elbe,  magazines  filled 
with  powder,  a  foundery  in  the  best  condition,  and 
completely  furnished.  According  to  the  inventory  of 
"the  pieces  which  were  found  in  La  Place  d* Hameln^ 
there  were  sent  to  the  French  army  more  than  five 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  ^  The  park  of  field-artil* 
lery  of  the  array  of  Hanover,  which  is  at  Zell,  waff 
delivered  to  general  Dulauloy,  commandant  of  artil- 
kry,  and  was  composed  of  forty  field-pieces,  and  twa 
hundred  caissons,  all  drawn  by  good  horses.  The  in- 
fantry was  stated  at  twenty»six  battalions,  of  five  hun- 
dred men,  including  officers;  making  from  eleven  to 
twelve  thousand  men,  and  the  cavalry  at  twenty-two 
sqiUadrons>  forming  in  ail  more  than  five  thousand 
men.  The  inventories  arrived  from  the  difierent  places 
ef  Hanover,  amounted  to  more  than  four  hundred 
milliards  of  powder,  three  millions  of  cartridges,  and 
forty  thousand  muskets,  which  were  found  in  the  diC^ 
ferent  magazines.    The  number  of  artillery  was  esti- 
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mated  about  seveu  hundred  men.  The  garrison  of 
Hamein  was  composed  of  three  battalions  of  infantry^ 
ft  squadron  of  cavalrji  a  regiment  of  veterans  of  one 
thousand  caen,  four  officers  of  artillerj^  and  an  officeir 
of  miners. 

General  Leopold  Brotheir,  chief  of  the  staff-major^ 
transmitted  an  account  of  the  forced  marches  of  the 
army,  the  least  day's  journey  of  which  amouted  to 
%en  leagues.  These  rapid  marches  were  performed 
through  a  marshy  country  affording  no  resource.  The 
soldiers  supported  their  fatigues  and  most  painful  pri-* 
vations  with  a  confidence  and  courage  of  which  they 
constantly  received  the  example  of  the  general  in 
chief.  The  soldiers  were  recompensed  for  their  ten 
days  of  fatigue  and  privation,  by  their  present  situa- 
tion, and  particularly  by  the  satisfaction  of  having 
fulfilled^  with  so  much  celerity^  the  intentions  of  the 
government. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  June,  a  French  ge- 
neral entered  the  city  of  Bremen.     He  immediately 
waited  on  the  chief  burgomaster^  and  desired  ''  that 
all  English  property,  under  whatever  denomination  it 
might  be,  should  be  taken  possession  of;  and  that  all 
English  sailors  in  the  place^  as  well  as  other .  persons 
belonging  to  the  English  service,  should  be  put  under 
arrest."     As  soon  as  this  demand  was  made,  the  of- 
ficer who  had  come  with  it,  went  away  to  general 
Mortier.     The  answer  given  to  this  request  was^  that 
the  senate  *'  begged  to  decline  the  execution  of  a  mea- 
sure so  inconsistent  with  their  interests."     Upon  this 
the  French  commander  threatened  in  person  to  carry 
his  wishes  into  effect;  and  three  ships  belonging  to  the 
city  were  seized  for  the  use  of  general  Mortier  and 
bis  army.     The  city  of  Osnaburgb,  and  indeed  every 
place  where  property  was  supposed  to  be  treasured, 
•oon  became  a  prey  to  the  French  forces.     After  these 
transactions  Bonaparte  made  proposals  to  the  English 
government  for  the  restitution  of  Hanover  on  certain 
terms;  but  when  the  proposal  was  submitted  to  his 
niftjesty  in  council,  the  proposals  were  rejected.     Dis« 
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appointed  in  his  views,  and  thwarted  in  bis  projeeUj» 
the  fir^t  consul  ordered  al)  the  English  in  Hanover,  iii 
Piedmont,  and  in  all  the  powers  which  were  under  hia 
irontroul,  to  be  arrested;  he  issued  orders  that  no 
merchandize  should  be  admitted  into  the  electorate 
without  a  certificate  from  the  commercial  agent  of  the 
French  republic  at  Hamburg,  attesting  that  they  were 
neither  British  productions  nor  manufactures,  nor  had 
paid  British  duties.  This  was  a  severe  blow  upon 
V  the  English  merchants,  whose  consignments  to  the  dif« 
ferent  parts  of  Germany,  to  Switzerland,  &c.  were 
sent  by  Luneburg,  and  other  cities  of  Hanover. 

The  shutting  up  the  mouths  of  the  Elbe  and  the 
'  l/Veser,  was  the  next  step  pursued  by  the  French  go- 
vernment; thus  all  mercantile  concerns  were  stagv 
Bated,  industry  was  impeded,  and  thousands  of  indi* 
viduals  reduced  to  distress  and  beggary.  The  mer« 
eantile  communications  were  now  converted  to  the 
North,  by  the  way  of  Ootteuburgb. 

The  adulation  poured  in  from  all  quarters  p(  the 
French  republic,  whilst  it  buoyed  up  the  vanity  of  the 
first  consul,  served  to  dignify  the  warlike  prepara- 
tions carried  on  in  every  part  of  the  French  nation. 
The  military,  the  members  of  the  senate,  the  tribune^ 
the  legislative  body,  &c.  severally  addressed  the  first 
consul,  entreating  permission  to  accompany  him  in 
his  projected  expedition  against  England.  The  prin- 
cipal cities  and  towns  voted  men  of  war  and  frigates 
for  this  important  service,  and  preparations  for  this 
desperate  euterprize  pervaded  all  classes  of  society  in 
France. 

The  journals  of  Paris,  in  the  pay  of  government, 
now  thought  it  necessary  to  pour  forth  invective 
against  the  British  ministry,  respecting  the  declaration 
of  war  against  the  Batavian  republic: 

**  If,"  say  they,  '*  his  Britannic  majesty  had  acted 
with  regard  to  the  Batavian  republic,  as  be  had  acted 
with  regard  to  Spain;  if,  without  his  having  seised  on 
any  of  the  ships,  either  of  war  or  of  commerce,  be- 
longing to  the  Dutcb^  Holland  had^  in  consei^uence 
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0f  tbe  treaties  which  bind  her  to  France>  declared 
war  against  Eoglandi  England  might  justly  say  that' 
the   calamities   of  war    brought   down   upon    Hol- 
land were  the  consequences  of  her  connection  with 
Fraqce.  , 

^'  But  his  Britannic  majesty  has  engaged  in^a  war 
with  HolUfidy  by  acts  of  hostility,  on  tbe  same  d«y 
that  he  commenced  hostilities  against  us;  and  at  the 
Tery  m.orpent  when  the  message  of  the  king  of  England 
fcontained,  a  declaration  of  war  against  Holland,  eighty 
Dutch  ships  were  already  in  the  British  ports,  in 
which  tbey:  had  been  carried,  not  by  privateers,  but 
by  brigs,  frigates,  and  cruizers>  belonging  to  th^ 
royal  ns^yy ! 

^'  ^And.they  will  venture  to  appeal  to  the  opmionof 
Europe,  while  they  do  not  hesitate  to  commit  every 
•ct  calculated  to  excite  the  just  indignation  of  all  ]^Ut 
ropef  Their  public  law  is  enough  to  shame  Tunis  and 
Algiers;  but  it  is  worthy  of  them!" 
.  Mr.  Listoi^  the  British  ambassador,  soon  after  toolf 
bis  departure  from  the  Hague;  but  previously,  b^ 
Qiade  overtures  to  the  Batavian  government,  on  the. 
part  of  his  court,  by  which  Great  Britain  undertook 
to  acknowledge  the  neutrality  of  Holland,  upon  coin 
dition,  that  the  republics  should  refuse  to  join  France 
in  the  war,  or  assist  that  power  with  troops.  He  was 
authorized  to  promise*  besides,  that  the  Batavian  ves* 
aels,  which  had  been  taken  as  prizes,  and  were  then  in 
British  ports,  should  be  restored.  Another  demand 
was  added,  that  the  English  agent  of  the  post*office« 
arrested  at  Helvoetsluys,  who  was  charged  with  send- 
ing information  to  the  British  commandersa  should  b^ 
released. 

The  intemperance  which  the  first  consul  entertained 
towards  the  English,  now  broke  forth  in* the  most  un- 
lli^guised  manner.  He  fulminated  the  most  violent  and 
rigorous  injunctions  against  the  introduction  or  conti*? 
ouanw  of  the  English  commerce  io  his  dominions,  by 
tnactiog  the  following  decree : 
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Paris,  JunefO. 

Tbe  goTernment  of  the  republic^  ia  consequence  of 
the  report  of  the  minister  of  tbe  interior,  decrees  af 
follows : 

"  L  From  the  date  of  the  publication  of  this  arrSt, 
there  shall  not  be  received  into  tbe  ports  of  the  repub^ 
licf,  any  colonial  produce  from  the  English  colonies; 
Dor  any  merchandize  that  comes  directly  or  indirectly 
from  England.  Consequently,  every  kind  of  mer^ 
ehandize,  or  produce  of  English  manufacture,  or  from 
the  English  colonies,  vfiU  be  confiscated. 

"  2.  Neutral  vessels,  bound  for  the  ports  of  the  re- 
public, must  be  furnished  with  a  certificate,  from  the 
commissary  or  agent  for  the  commercial  concerns  of 
the  republic  at  the  port  from  whence  they  sailed; 
vhich  certificate  shall  contain  the  name  of  the  vessel, 
and  that  of  the  captain ;  tbe  nature  of  the  cargo,  tbe 
number  of  the  crew,  and  destination  of  the  voyage.-^ 
In  this  declaration,  the  commissary  shall  certify,  that 
the  vessel  was  laden  under  his  own  immediate  inspec** 
tton;  and  that  the  merchandize  is  not  of  English  ma« 
nufaeture,  and  does  not  proceed  from  England  or  ita 
colonies. — A  counter-part  of  this  declaration  shall  bt 
addressed  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  by  the  com- 
missary  of  the  republic,  on  the  very  day  of  tbe  vessells 
departure. 

'^  3.  All  captains,  who  from  a  negligence  of  the  ne» 
eessary  forms,  or  a  change  in  the  place  of  their  desti* 
nation,  shall  not  be  furnished  with  similar  declara- 
tions, will  be  refused  admittance  into  the  ports  of  the 
republic,  but  on  condition  that  they  shall  reload  their 
vessels  with  the  produce  of  the  French  manufactories, 
to  an  amount  equal  to  the  value  of  his  cargo.  The 
director  of  the  customs  shall  send  to  tbe  prefect  of  the 
department,  an  account  of  the  cargo,  and  the  goods 
taken  in  return;  and  having  examined  it,  tbe  prefect 
VfiM  deliver  the  permit  to  leave  tbe  port. 

''  4.  The  ministers  of  tbe  interior,  and  of  tbe  fi* 
sances,  are  charged  with  tbe  executioD  of'  f he  present 
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mr^t,  which  will  be  inserted  ia  the  bulletio  of  the 
lewi. 

'^  The  first  consul,        (Signed)     Bonaparte/* 

The  army  was  increased  in  all  quarters.  A  number 
of  fresh  corps  were  marched  to  several  parts  of  Hol<- 
land.  The  Hague  was  furnished  with  a  French  bri-^ 
gade,  in  place  of  a  Dutch  regiment  that  had  been  re* 
flioVed^  and  general  Victor,  was  declared  by  the 
Dutch  gOTernment,  commander«in-chief  of  the  Ba« 
tavian  army.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  great 
object  of  Bonaparte  was  not  so  much  the  invasion  of 
England,  though  that  was  held  to  be  the  ostensible 
design,  as  the  means  of  keeping  his  troops  employed. 
The  south  of  Germany  held  out  no  temptation  for 
war,  as  that  unfortunate  part  of  the  continent  had 
been  already  exhausted,  during  tea  years'  hostility; 
but  those  princes  in  the  north  of  Germany,  as  well  as 
the  Hanse  Towns,  were  in  possession  of  considerable 
treasure,  mostly  in  specie:  these  wero;  the  king  of 
Prussia,  the  electors  of  Hanover  and  Saxony.  The 
first,  with  two  hundred  thousand  men  at  his  command^ 
could  not  be  immediately  attacked,  therefore  a  good 
understanding  was  kept  up  with  him.  A  pretext  was 
toon  found  for  a  war  on  the  second ;  and  contribu* 
tions,  exactions,  forced  loans,  were  found  indispen- 
aible  6y  the  first  consul,  as  they  enabled  him  not  only 
to  support  a  uumerous  army,  without  encumbering  the 
people  more  immediately  around  him }  but  occasioned 
at  the  same  time  a  vast  circulation  of  foreign  specie  ia 
the  French  territory.     > 

Conscriptions  now  took  place  throughout  the  repub* 
lican  territory;  the  utmost  severities  were  exercised  ia 
raising  these  conscripts.  This  revolutionary  oppre»» 
aion  was  invented  by  Robespierre,  improved  by  the  di- 
rectory,' and  organized  by  Bonaparte. 

The  aspect  of  Europe  at  this  time  was  rather  sin- 
l^lar;.  all  was  trepidation  or  apathy;  the  Germanic 
body  waa  a  chimera,  formed  of  jarring  interests; 
Russia,  -and  the  powers  of  the  north,  seemed  to  fear 
the  flaeaacet  of  the  first  consul;  whilst  Naples,  Por- 
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tu^al,  and  Spilioj  alike  dreaded  his  friendship  or  hii 
hatred :  the  latter,  nware  that  if  a  rupture  took  pTactf 
Ibetween  England  and  France,  she  must, be  inevitably 
drawn  into  a  war,  began  to  firepare  for  the  worst 
Naturally  allied  to  tbl^  French,  she  considered  their 
interests  as  congenial  as  their  territories  were  cooti-^ 
guous;  and  a  perpetual  treaty  of  alliance  against  the 
common  enemy  could  alone  preserve  her  rich  posses*- 
drons  from  the  attacks  of  the  6rst  consul.  In  short, 
the  considered  that  if  she  did  not  support  France  id 
the  contest,  she  could  expect  no  assistance  when  her 
turn  should  come  to  sustain  the  attacks  of  England. 
The  strict  union  of  two  powers,  who  possessed  such 
an  extent  of  coast  in  the  ocean  and  the  Mediterra- 
tiean,  and  who  otight  always  to  Join  in  a  commotf 
rause,  would  oblige  the  English  to  spread  their  ma* 
ritime  forces  over  a  variety  of  points,  by  which  divi* 
fion  they  would  be  so  weakened  as  to  be  incapable  ot 
effeosive  operations^  particularly  as  the  considerable 
armies  that  must  be  kept  to  protect  their  owif  metro* 
polis  from  the  threatened  attack  of  an  ^ntbusiastit 
enemy,  wotild  prevetit  them  from  attempting  distabi 
expeditions.  It,  however,  appeared  that  England 
would  not  leave  to  Spain  the  choice  of  peac6  or  war> 
as,  from  the  extent  of  her  navyj  she  was  possessed 
irith  the  opinion^  that  she  was  capable  of  attacking 
the  whole  vrorld,  and  that  Spain  vvas  the  firrt  upon  tb^ 
list  of  her  enemies.  But  the  extreme  anxiety  of 
FraACe  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  by  every  plausible 
method,  had  been  of  infinite  service,  as  if  bad  enabled 
the  Spanish  ships  from  the  colonies  to  arrive  with  arf 
immense  quantity  of  specie,  and  afforded  the  means  of 
defraying  the  expences  of  a  long  continued  war. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  first  consof 
began  to  make  preparations  to  carry  into  effect  the  me* 
nace  whtch  he  had  thrown  out  to  (ord  Whitwortb,  of 
invading  England.  The  threat  of  invasion,  also^ 
ggainst  Great  Britain,  assumed  shape  and  consisteocy. 
An  srmy  of  reserve  was  formed  at  Deventer,  uih- 
der  the  eommand  of  general  Desolies;  this,  with  th* 
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twimber  of  troops  already  assembled  between  that 
place  and  Flushins^,  was  estimated  at  nearly  eighty 
thousand  men.  To  this  force,  by  way  of  pre-emn 
nence,  was  given  the  pompous  title  of  '^  The  Army  of 
England  r*  A  camp  of  ninety  thpuMtnd  men  was 
formed  at  Dunkirk^  and  another  of  sixty  thousand 
men  was  raised  at  Calais^  at  which  place  the  first  con- 
sul had  arrived  on  his  military  tour  into  Belgium; 
having  previously  ordered  that  all  the  English  should 
be  removed.  Independently  of  his  grand  fleet  at 
Brest>  an  inrmense  number  of  transports  was  ordered 
to  be  built  and  collected  with  the  greatest  expedition. 
He  asserted  that  it  would  be  possible  for  some  thou* 
sands  of  these  vessels  to  force  their  way  across  the 
channel  in  spite  of  the  British  navy.  This  idea  was 
universally  received  in  France,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  year  such  astonishing  exertions  were  made,  that  a 
sufficient  flotilla  was  assembled  at  Boulogne,  to  carry 
over  any  army  that  France  should  choose  to  employ. 

This  menacing  disposition,  and  the  mighty  prepar 
rations  for  carrying  it  into  effect^  were  ultimately  ad- 
vantageous to  Great  Britain*  The  evident  necessity 
of  defending  the  country  against  invasion  obtained  a 
ready  consent  to  every  plan  which  could  be  proposed 
for  increasing  its  military  defence;  and  independently 
4>f  the  regular  and  supplementary  militia,  an  addi- 
tional army  of  fifty  thousand  men  was  proposed  under 
the  title  of  an  army  of  reserve^  and  a  general  levy  en 
masse  of  all  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms  was  ge- 
nerally approved  of:  but  this  measure  was  rendered 
unnecessary  by  the  spirit  of  the  country,  which  ija  a 
short  time  presented  above  three  hundred  thoufand 
efiective  volunteers,  as  an  additional  defeqce  to  the 
country,  ^bis  vast  accession  to  its  mifi^ry  iforce, 
placed  iti>n  such  a  footing  of.  security,  |h^t  the  people 
BO  longer  feared  the  visit  of  the  French,  but  felt  so 
conscious  of  their  superiority  as  to  wish  the  enemy  to 
try  that  experiment.  Thus  it  appears,  that  until  t)^($ 
jrear  1803,  Great  Britain  was  a  stranger  to  hef  pwfi 
ftrengtbi  and  to  the  ext^^t  of  her  resources.    The 
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power  of  France^  for  the  first  time  since  the  retolo^i 
tton>  appeared  oow  to  have  received  the  most  serious 
check;  and  the  British  Chaooel  seemed  a  barrier  be«! 
jood   which   it  could   not  pass.     Other  powers  ap^ 

{reared  to  catch  somewhat  or  the  fire  which  animated 
hat  country^  and  the  cause  of  Great  Britain  vvas  felt 
to  be  that  of  all  the  independent  nations  of  the  uoi:* 
verse. 

Qreat  Britain,  at  the  same  time,  however,  was  not 
inattentive  to  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy  in  the  vul* 
perable  part  Ex  peditions  against  the  Dutch  settlementf 
bf  Demerara  and  Issequibo,  and  the  French  inlands  of 
$t.  Lucie  and  Tobago,  were  dispatched  in  the  courM 
of  the  year,  St.  Domingo,  the  most  valuable  colony 
th^  France  ever  possessed,  was  wrested  from  her  by 
the  blacl(  population,  assisted  by  a  British  squadron^. 

The 


.#  ^he  Island  of  Qispaniola,  St.  DomiDgo,  or  Ifsyti,  is  one  of 
ilie  Great  A>^fillf«,  or  Caribbee  Islands,  in  the.West  Indies;  he^ 
ing  about  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles  in  length  from  east  to 
direst,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  bresidth  from  north  to  south,* 
The  island  was  discoTered  by  Columbus  in  1491,  and  was  by  hini 
€slied  Hispaniola,  or  Little  Spain,  in  honour^of  the  country  by 
wllose  soyereign  he  was  employed  This  island  is  separated  from 
Cuba  by  a  s(rait,  called  the  Windward  Passage,  whicb  is  about 
thirty.fi?e  miles  in  width.  Next  to  Cuba,  it  is  the  largest  island 
in  the  \ye$t  Indies,  the  most  fertile,  and  the  most  pleasant.  In 
the  middie  of  the  scTenteenth  century,  the  French  began  to  resort 
to  and  settle. on  the  island:  the  first  that  came  were  buccaneers; 
l^ut  these  were  some  time  afterwards  followed  by  others,  who  be^ 
came  regular  planters.  The  court  of  France  (»retended  to  dis* 
courage  these  settlers,  but  took  no  effectual  means  to  hinder 
them  i  and  in  1097,  by  an  article  in  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  th< 
Spaniards  fctded  the  north-west  part  of  the  island  to  the  French^ 
containing  one  of  the  finest  territories  in  the  world.  At  the  cesm 
sion  of  St.  riomingo  to  the  French,  the  whole  island  was  difided 
into  &we  departments,  tIz.  of  the  South,  of  the  West,  of  the  North, 
of  Saman^,  and  of  Plni^anne.  But  France  neter  fully  enjoyed 
this  great^ccession  of  West  Indian  territory. 

Sereral  years  before  the  treaty  of  Basle,  the  spirit  of  revolt  had 
broken  out  in  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  and  in  1791  a 
inost  alarming  insurrection  of  the  negroes  had  deluged  half  of  the 
tiorthem  province  with  blood.  In  (he  short  space  of  two  months 
upwards  9f  two  thousand  white  persons  perished;  one  thousand 
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^  ^be  reidudtion  of  the  French  flrmj  id  the  tftlanld  of 
m.  Doftiiiigo  wad  .the  atfterest  blovr  which  France  8U8^ 

tained 


two  Kandred  families  wefe  reduced  to  indljrence;  ode  fioadred  ani 
eighty  plantations  of  sugar;  about  nine  hundred  of  coflTee,  cotton^ 
ftnd  ittdijp,  irere  destroyed,  and  the  buildings  consumed  by  fife; 
Eterywhere  destruction  marked  the  progress  of  the  blacks^  ahl 
resistance,  says  Mr.  Brytfn  Edwards,  who  was  an  eye.#itnef!S  of 
their  ratages,  was  considered  as  unarailin^  and  hopeless.  From 
the  northern  pi^oiince  the  rebellion  Spfreaa  to  the  west,  where  it 
was,  hoWeter,  sddn  (fuelled  by  tfie  coocordi^t  of  tKe  llth  pf  Sep«. 
tember.  'the  w^ering  conduct  of  the  first  national  a<«Setrfbly  of 
France,  tadweter,  with  xespect  to  the  abolition  of  the  negro  sla* 
Very;  the  decree  of  the  Icgisli^tite  assembly,  whidh  acknowledged 
the  poUticat  e^Juality  of  the  free  negroes  and  people  of  colour 
With  the  whites;  the  appoiritment  of  three  commissioners  noted 
for  the  Tiolence  of  their  republican  principles  ;.  and  the  arritaf  o^ 
a  force  of  eight  thousand  men  in  September,  1^94,  instead  uf  re«' 
litoritig  the  peace  of  ihe  Colony,  kept  aliie  the  flame  of  discontent, 
%hich  raged  with  fresh  fur^  iri  1793,  when  the  i^o  remaining 
eommisRioners  of  the  contention,  9antfionax  and  l'olterel,,pro^ 
claimed  the  emancipation  of  all  the  Slares  in  the  colony.  On  tka 
dlst  of  June,  Macaya,  a  leader  of  the  blacks,  entered  Cape  Fran^t 
^ois  with  upwards  of  three  thonsand  Slates,  iCnd  beg^n  tfn  indis* 
criminate  slaughter  of  the  FrenCli. 

\  Under  these  tircumsiances,  sdme  o'f  the  planters  iflTitedl  the 
firitish  gdteritment  to  take  possession  of  St.  Domingo.  A  small 
larmameht  of  about  eight  hundred  aind  setenty  rank  and  file,  sent 
from  Jamaica  took  Fort  Jeremle  iaind  the  mole  of  Caipe  St.  Nj^' 
cholas.  In  the  middle  of  Jaouaryj  1704,  tffe  British  tfoops  eo« 
tered  Tiburoo,  and  directed  their  Tiews  towards  Port  de  Pait« 
Th^  fort  of  L*Acul,  in  the  f  icinity  of  tjeogane,  was  carrfed  oU 
the  19th  of  February;  and  the  town  of  Port  au  Prince  surrea« 
dercd  oil  the  4th  of  JTone.  But  from  this  period  the  British  power 
in  Hispaniola  declined;  fhe  yellow  feter  broke  out'anlorig  the 
iroo'ps ;  forty  officers  and  six  hundred  rank  and  file  fell  victims  td 
its  rafag^es  within  two  months  after  the  surrender  of  the'  garrison* 
In  the  mead  time  the  Frendh  commissioned,. Santhonax  and 
Polter^l,  returned  to  France;  while  Rigaud,  a  mulatto,  and  the 
^gro  chief  To'ussaini  I'O.uverture^  who  headed  the  army  of  the 
blacks,  re-'captared  Tiburon,  Leogarie,  Jean  Kabef,  Petite  RU 
Yieire,  and  retained  the  whole  of  the  northern  province,  exeept 
the  Mole  and  Fort  Dauphin.  A  reinforcement  of  seten  thonsand 
British  troops  arrived  at  the  Mole  of  St.  Nicholas  in  May^  1790  s 
bnt  a  dreadful  mortality  impeded  the  progress  of  the  firitish  armsL 
"^he  armed  negroes  commenced  operation^  in  every  quarter  round 
'the  capital;  and  at  the  tery  time  whea  general  Siacoe  irri^ed  at 
'  a  R  S  8t< 
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taioed  in  the  course  of  the  jear.    Tbe  blockadfaig 
•quadrons  of  Eoglaud  cut  off  ail  suppiiet  from  Fraaee; 


JBt*  Domiogo  to  recoTer  the  British  charnctef ,  Toonaiat  reeatei 
the  saoction  of  the  ehief  eommaod  which  he  had  aMnmedi  by  be- 
ing appointed  generalistimo  of  the  armies  hi  Hispaniola  hj  the 
]f  rench  goTeroment,  who  thus  resolved  to  supplant  the  Eogfishi 
by  pretending  ta  give  up  the  Island  to  the  natiTea  and  blacki« 
General  Slmcoe  in  consequence  returned  to  England  in  Angnttf 
i797;  and  general  Maitland,  who  arrited  at  Port  an  Prince  in 
^pril,  1798,  withdrew  the  remainder  of  the  English  faroei^  aad 
CTacuated  the  islands 

At  this  period  the  force  of  Tohssaint  t^OuTertare  In  Che  norm 
ihern  province  amounted  to  about  forty  thousand  menj  but  ta 
iSOO  it  had  increased  to  more  than  double  that  number.  He-da* 
blared  the  independence  of  Hispaniola,  and  was  proclaimed  empot 
ror  OB  the  1st  of  July,  1801.  But  in  the  month  of  Decemlwry 
the  same  year,  an  expedition  sailed  from  Prance  with  a  force  of 
twenty  thousand  men,  comnianded  by  general  (e  Cferc^  brother** 
In-law  to  BouapartCji  then  first  consul.  They  arrired  in  the  bay 
bf  Samana,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  island,  on  the  38th  oi  the 
isamc  month ;  but  before  they  entered  Cape  Fran9ois^  the  city  waa 
laid  in  ashes<  On  the  17th  of  February,  1802,  fe  Cierc  commenced 
the  bainpaign,  and  fought  with  yaried  success  till  the  Ist  of  May^ 
when  hostilities  ceased  with  generals  Toussaint  and  Chrbtopbe,  la 
Consequence  of  an  assurance  that  the  French  would  Concede  to 
them  their  rights  and  liberties*  But  during  this  treacherous  tmce^ 
the  unfortunate  Toussaint  was  seized  in  his  plantation,  and  con^ 
▼eyed  a  prisoner  on  board  a  French  Tessel,  with  his  wife  and 
Children.  He  lingered  in  a  dungeon  at  Paris  till  April,  1809, 
when,  it  was  generally  supposed,  he  was  secretly  dispatched. 

This  supposed  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  French  roused  tha 
i)lacks  to  a  more  vigorous  opposition^  and*generaLl)essal]ne«y 
who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  blac^k  army,  soon  began  to 
carry  etcry  thing  before  him,  notwithstanding  the  French,  it  wat 
^said,  had  recourse  to  the  savage  cruelty  of  hunting  down  and  de^ 
itroying  the  negroes  with  blood-hounds  trained  for  the  purpose!. 

By  the  middle  of  October,  1802,  Fort  Dauphin,  Port  de  Faix^ 
.ifnd  several  other  important  posts,  were  cooipletefy  lost  to  the 
French  i  and  their  gen  era! -in. chief,  Victor  Emmanuel  fe  Clerc,  died 
In  the  night  of  tbe  1st  of  November.  JIis  successor,  Rochambeaoy 
Coittioued  the  war  with  no  better  fortune  until  the  begiunirig  af 
1803^9  when  another  treacherous  cessation  of  arms  gave  place  to 
jTresh  cruelties.  DUriirg  this  aribfstice,  the  blacks  under  Dtssa^ 
Tinea  took  care  to  provide  great  reinforcements,  and  on  its  e^pinu 
tion  they  drove  the  French  in  every  direction,  and,  on  the  SOtk 
of  November^  180a>  loreed  then  to  sarreader  and  evacuate  tiM 
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%nA  general  Rocbambeau,  and  the  retnaina  of  thaf 
great  army  which  had  been  judged  fully  sufficient  tof 
ie<ooquer  the  colooy»  were  necessitated  to  surrender 
prisoners  of  war  to  the  naval  force  of  Britain.  Thia 
was  not  the  only  loss  which  France  sustained  in  the 
West  Indies.  On  the  1st  of  July,  the  island  of  To« 
bago  aurreodered  to  general  Grinfleldi  who,  after  the 
conquest  of  St.  Lucie,  directed  his  force  thither^  The 
garrison  inoiediately  proposed  a  capitulation,  by  yit^ 
tme  of  which  they  were  to  be  sent  over  to  France  a| 
Ae  ex  pence  of  Great  Britain.  Beside  the  Frenck 
islands  of  St.  Lucie  and  Tobago  in  the  West  Indies^ 
the  Dutch  settlements  of  Berbice  and  Demerara  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  British  in  the  course  of  the  year 

1803.  But  the  loss  of  St^  Domingd  to  France  wai 
eonpidered  of  the  most  serious  consequence;  for,  pre« 
vious  to  the  war,  Bonaparte  had  determined  to  esta« 
blish  a  colonial  power  in  St.  Domingo  and  Louisiana^ 
which  would  bid  fair  not  only  to  out^rival  the  British 
empire  in  the  West  Indies,  but  also  to  check  the  rising 
greatness  of  the  United  States  of  America.  These 
objects  were  entirely  deranged  by  the  rupture  with 

Maad.  To  aroid  being  sunk  with  red-bot  shot  ill  iht  Iiarboar^ 
the  Freoch  pat  themseUes  ooder  the  protection  of  an  EogUste 
tqaadroa  then  crnising  before  the  Cape,  which  eonreyed  thena 
prisoaefft.  to  Jamaica.  General  Aochambeaa  was  sent  to  £a« 
|land. 

V  The  independence  of  Hispantola  was  Mow  again  proclaimed  on 
.the  aDth  ctf  Norember^  1809;  aod^  to  obliterate  erery  fiemem* 
brance  of  their  former  sla? ery,  the  chiefs  who  had  thos  effected 
the  freedom  of  the  island  restored  to  it,  on  the  1st  of  January^ 

1804,  iU  original  name  of  llaytL  In  the  beginning  of  May,  go* 
iaeral  DessaKnes  was  infested  with  the  goTerifment  of  the  islaitd 
for  lifo;  and,  00  the  8th  of  September,  be  assumed  the  title  of 

Cperor  of  Hayti,  b^  the  name  of  Jaccfoes  the  First,  file  reign, 
weter,  was  of  short  duration.  He  fell  in  a  conspiracy  in  1806^ 
8n4  republican  (>rincipl^  reriTed  at  his  dpath,  under  the  Command 
of  ther  black  genfesral  Christuphe,  who,  instead  of  the' title  of  em- 

Eiror,  assumed  that  of  <'  president  of  the  federal  government  of 
ayti/*    Agamsrhim  one  Petion,  a  Frenchman,  refi»lted^  anil 
a  predatory  war  waa  carried  on  for  a  long  time  betw^^  their  p«r« 

Eaglaflfd; 
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Bnglftnd;  his  phn  of  subjugating  Egjpt  and  the  t^ 
f  ftDl  was  crushed  by  the  constant  superioritj  of  tbd 
British  fleet  in  the  Mediterraaearr;  and  his  scheme  of 
iuperiority  in  the  West  Indian  settletnents  being  leiH 
tfered  abortive  by  the  loss  of  St.  Domingo^  he  was  in^ 
daced  to  sell  his  claim  on  Louisiana  to  the  Ainericaii 
Itates  for  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Thus  the  first 
}ear  of  the  renewed  wstr,  1803,  ended  with  the  con^ 
quest  of  Hanover,  and  (he  acquisition  of  an  eoormoiif 
ftom  of  money  for  a  district  which  France  had  never 
|K>sses8ed,  and  upon  which  it  had  no  other  claim  thad 
the  pretensions  transferred  t6  Bonaparte  by  the  court 
#f  Spain. 

Early  in  the  month  of  February,  1804/  a  plot  waK 
ietected,  the  object  of  which  seems  to  have  been  the 
overthrow  of  the  consular  government.  The  princt^ 
pal  persons  implicated  were  Pichegru,  Georges,  Ca* 
rfoudal,  Lajollais,  a  confident  of  the  former,  and  seve^ 
fat  other  individuals  attached  to  the  latter.  It  likewise 
sp pears  that  general  M oreau  had,  to  a  certain  eitenti 
entered  into  the  views  of  Picbegru,*  having"  bad  some 
iecret  interviews  vvith  him  since  his  return  to  Pariaj 
It  was  also  positively  asserted^  that  the  conspiratorg 
Irad  come  to  the  resolutionof  destroying  Bonaparte  idf 
,the  first  instance.  The  first  intimation  of  this  iotrigutf 
leems  to  have  been  given  by  a  confidential  agent  of 
the  parties,  who  had  been  arrested  near  Calais.  La*' 
joUais,  M oreau,  and  several  others  were  hereupon  ar- 
tested ;  but  Pichegru  and  Georges,  though  known  M 
fee  at  Paris»  found  means  for  a  short  time  to  screerf 
themselves  from  the  researches  of  the  police.  On  thd 
17th  of  l^ebruary,  a  detailed  report  of  jhis  conspiracy 
was  made  to  the  government  by  the  grand  judge  or 
minister  of  justice;  and  the  president,  after  making  < 
few  observations  on  the  sobject,  concluded  by  de^ 
daring,  in  the  name  of  the  tribunate,  that  they  would 
be  responsible  for  the  life  of  Bonaparte,  which  secured 
to  France  her  glory  and  her  prosperity.  He  then  pro* 
poseA  that  the  tribunate  should  in  a  body  wait  on  tb^ 
fiffgt  consul,  in  order  to  express  their  detestation  dfth6 
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ineditated  attetopt^  and  to  congratulate  bim  on  b()i 
escape  fcom  the  threatened  danger* 

The  brother  of  Moreau,  who  was  a  member  of  thb 
body,  testified  hid  deep  concern  to  find  that  endeavouiy . 
bad  been  made  to  traduce  a  man  who  had  rendered 
such  important  services  to  the  republic^  and  who  was 
deprived  of  the  liberty  of  exculpating  himself.  He 
made  a  solemn  declaration  of  his  brother's  innocence^ 
and  demanded  that  he  should  be  brought  to  trial  be* 
fore  any  ordinary  tribunal,  for  be  could  ^easily  make 
it  appear  that  the  accus^ttion  against  bim  was  an  infa- 
mous calumny.  It  was  said,  in  reply,  that  the  defence 
of  general  Moreau  should  have  all  the  latitude,  liber- 
ty, and  publicityj  of  which  so  important  a  cause  was 
susceptible. 

Deputations  from  the  senate,  the  legislative  body> 
and  the  tribunate^  accordingly  waited  on  the  first  con- 
sul^ and  in  terms  of  strong  indignation  deprecated  the 
conspiracy  which  had  been  revealed;  attributed  it  to 
the  instigation  of  England;  and  exhorted  bim  to  pay 
greater  attention  than  his  natural  courage  prompted 
bim  to  do  to  his  personal  safety,  which  was  so  inse- 
parably connected  with  that  of  the  nation. 

Bonaparte  replied  to  these  addresses,  that,  ^'  since 
be  bad  attained  the  chief  magistracy,  many  plots  bad 
been  formed  against  his  life.  Educated  in  camps,  be 
never  regarded  as  important  dangers  what  caused  in 
faim  no  fear.  But  be  could  not  avoid  experiencing 
a  serious  and  painful  feeling,  when  he  reflected  on  the 
situation  in  which  that  great  nation  would  have  been 
involved  had  this  last  conspiracy  succeeded;  for  it  wi^s 
principally  against  the  glory,  the  liberty,  and  the  des- 
tiny, of  the  French  people  that  it  was  planned.  lie 
bad  long  since  renounced  the  hope  of  enjoying  the 
pleasures  of  private  life.  All  his  days  were  employed 
in  fulfilling  the  duties  which  his  fate  and  the  will  of 
the  French  people  had  imposed  upon  bim.  Heaven 
w6uld  watch  over  France,  and  defeat  the  stratagems 
of  the  wicked.  The  citizens  might  be  free  from  alarm: 
bis  life  would  continue  as  long  as  it  should  be  of  utj- 
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lity  to  the  nation.  But  he  wished  the  French  people 
to  understand^  tbat>  without  their  confidence  and  af^ 
fection^  existence  would  be  to  him  without  consola- 
tion, and  to  them  without  an  object." 

These  measures  were  accompanied  by  commonica** 
4ions  to  the  same  effect,  issued  in  general  orders  to  the 
French  armies,  and  were  followed,  of  course,  bjcor*. 
responding  addresses.  That  frotn  the  sailors  com- 
posing what  was  stiled  the  right  wing  of  the  national 
flotilla,  concluded  thus:  ''  Citizen  first  consul,  we 
wait  with  impaiience  for  the  moment  when  jou  shall 
proclaim  the  hour  of  vengeance/' 

On  the  28th  of  February,  Pichegru  was  arretted  im 
a  private  house  at  Paris,  having  been  betrayed  by  a 
person  with  whom  he  had  lodged;  and,  on  the29ih» 
a  law  was  proposed  and  passed,  in  the  course  of  a  sin- 
gle sitting,  by  which  the  puiiishment  of  death  was  de^ 
Bounced  against  all  those  who  should  conceal  Georges, 
or  any  of  his  accomplices;  and  a  deputation  was 
cbarg^  to  communicate  this  law  to  Bonaparte.  At 
the  same  time  a  proclamation  was  issued  from  the  po*> 
lice  office,  notifying  the  law  which  had  just  passed; 
informing  the  inhabitants  that  Georges  and  his  asso- 
ciates were  still  at  Paris,  from  whence  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  escape,  the  barriers  and  roads  being 
guarded  with  the  utmost  vigilance;  and  summoning 
all  those  who  had  or  did  conceal  them  to  profit  of  the 
period  allowed  by  the  law,  for  the  purpose  of  averting 
its  axe.  Accordingly,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1804^ 
Georges,  accompanied  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Le- 
ridan,  was  arrested  in  a  cabriolet,  attempting  to  escape 
from  Paris  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening.  He  killed  with 
m  pistoUshot  the  peace-officer  who  stopped  the  horse, 
and  wounded  another  who  endeavoured  to  sei^e  him. 

Madame  Moreau,  the  wife  of  the  general,  wmi 
however  suffered  to  remain  at  liberty;  and  indeed* 
during  his  confinement,  she  experienced  open  marks 
of  attention  and  compassion  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris.  But  this  lenity  towards  madame  Moreau  waa 
more  a  measure  of  policy  than  of  humanity;  for  tbe 
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Kigb  military  reputatioo  of  her  husband  had  rendered 
him  the  idol  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  army,  and 
bad  gained  him  the  esteem  of  many  persons  in  France* 
It  was  therefore  judged  expedient  to  proceed  against 
him  with  caution,  lest  any  apparent  harshness  might 
cause  a  clamour  and  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  ihe 
troops;  and  although  he  was  found  guilty  of  the 
charges  adduced  against  him,  his  sentence  was  remit- 
ted, upon  the  condition  that  he  should  retire  to  the 
Vnited  States  of  America. 

Bonaparte  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
get  rid  of  one  of  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon^ 
from  whom  it  is  asserted  he  entertained  considerable 
apprehensions.  In  this  he  was  not  actuated  solely  by 
the  spirit  of  revenge,  for  he  had  been  previously  heard 
to  say,  that  the  only  individual  of  that  family  who 
could  be  deemed  dangerous  to  the  existing  French  go* 
vernment,  resided  in  an  obscure  manner  in  a  small 
town  in  Germany.  The  due  d'Enghein  had.  acquired 
the  highest  reputation  under  his  grandfather  the  prince 
6(  Conde,  and  had  so  much  distinguished  himself  by 
his  skill  and  bravery  as  an  officer,  added  to  his  un* 
bounded  generosity  and  humanity,  as  to,  be  universally 
admired  and  esteemed.  Shortly  after  the  disbanding 
of  the  army  of  Conde,  his  highness  fixed  his  resi** 
dence  at  Ettenheim,  in  the  electorate  of  Baden.  His 
principal  occupation  was  study,  his  recreation  hunt- 
ing. In  this  situation  he  was  seized,  on  the  15th  of 
March,  by  a  body  of  French  cavalry,  who  had  passed 
the  Rhine  on  the  preceding  nighty  under  the  command 
of  general  Caulincourt,  aid^de-camp  to  Bonaparti/ 
and  instantly  conveyed  to  the  citadel  of  Strasburgb. 
On  the  17th  he  was  sent  forward  to  Paris,  and  was 
4)bliged  to  continue  the  journey,  a  distance  of  about 
four  hundred  miles^  without  the  smallest  iptermissionj 
eM^rted  by  relays  of  gens  d'armes.  At  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  he  arrived  at  Paris;  and 
nvas  conducted  first  to  the  Temple,  and  then  to  thd 
castle  of  Vincennes,  where  a  special  military  commis- 
sion had  been  convened.    At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evenr 
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Ing  of  the  same  day  be  was  forced  to  appear  before  bff 
udges;  who,  in  the  course  of  two  hours  passed  upon 
im  the  sentence  of  death*  ! 

Bonaparte^ 


4' 

111 


*  The  dac  d'Eoghein  was  accused,  1st,  Of  ha?  ing  bo  rod  arms 
against  the  French  republic.  Sdly,  Of  having  offered  hid  servket 
to  the  English  government,  the  enemy  of  the  French  people, 
Sdly,  Of  having  received  and  accredited  agents  of  the  said  go* 
vcroment;'of  having  procured  for  them  the  means  of  maintain- 
ing an  understanding  in  France,  and  having  conspired,  with  them^ 
against  the  internal  and  external  safety  of  the  stateu  4thl|r,  OC 
liaving  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  an  assemblage  of  French 
emigrants,  and  others  in  the  pay  of  England,  formed  in  the  cou^ 
tries  of  Fribourg  and  Baden,  dthiy,  Of  having  maintained  a 
Correspondence  In  Iho  town  of  Sfrasburgh,  tending  to  stir  np  the 
lie%hbouring  departments,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  there  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  England.  6thly,  Of  being  one  of  the  fa. 
▼onnrrs  and  accomplices  of  the  conspiracy  planned  by  the  English 
l^(ainst  the  life  of  the  first  consul,  and  intending,  in  case  of  the 
huccess  of  this  conspiracy,  to  enter  France  hostilely.  Upon  each 
of  these  charges  the  court  found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  judges 
^ent  was  pronounced  in  the  following  woids :  '^  The  special  mi* 
litary  commission  unanimously  condemns  to  the  pain  of  death 
Louis  Aotoine  Henri  de  Bourbon,  ducd'Enghein,  in  atonmentfor 
%e  crimes  of  being  a  spy,  of  carrying  on  a  correspondence  With 
the  enemies  of  the  republic,  and  of  an  attempt  against  the -in  teroal 
and  external  safety  of  the  state."  No  evidence  whatever  was  pro* 
4ttced  upon  the  trial,  which  was  fi  mere  formality,  preparatory  to 
the  execution  of  a  sentence  virtually  pronounced  by  the  order  fioir 
the  prince's  attestation. 

During  the  whole  of  this  distressing  scene,  the  dncd*EnghetB 
toiatiifested  the  greatest  calmness  and  fortitude.  Four  gens  d'aimes 
%ere  posted  in  the  dungeon  where  he  was  confined ;  and  it  is  said 
that  he  was  not  permitted  to  speak  with  the  clergyman  who  at* 
tended  him  on  the  occasion,  otherwise^  than  in  a  tone. of  voice  loud 
'enough  to  be  overheard  by  his  gtiards.  In  the  course  of  the  night, 
•general  Morat,  brother-in-law  to  the  first  consul,  arrived  at  Vin. 
«ennes,  under  an  escort  of  mamelukes,  accompanied  by  foAr  aids* 
^e-camp,  together  with  generals  £.  Mortier,  Duroc,  Hnlin,  and 
liOais  Bonaparte.  The  castle  was  surrounded,  and  the  avenues 
*ib  that  part  of  the  wood  of  Vincennes  appointed  for  the  ex«6ii- 
-fion,  guarded  by  Italian  troops,  while  each  mameluke  was  pitK 
*ifded  with  a  for^  for  the  occa3ion.  The  duke,  on  being  in- 
formed of  ;his  sentence,  tranquilly  replied,  *<  I  am  ready  and  r^ 
signed."  Upon  hearing  that  the  grenadiers  commanded  to  shoot 
bim  were  Italians,  of  Bonaparte's  guard,  be  said,  ^*  Tlitink  GoU 
'ibej  kr^  not  Frenchmen*  I  am  condemned  by  a  foreigner,  «otf 
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fionaparte,  io  all  his  actions^  evinced  that  he  had 
studied  the  character  of  the  French  nation,  and  that 
the  portrait  which  their  own  countrjman  Montaigne 
drew  of  them  was  not  overcharged*.  His  creatures 
that  looked  up  to  him  for  bread,  found  that  his  ear 
was  alwajs  open  to  flattery,  and  they  lavished  it.  oil 
ei^ry  «ide.  Even  the  literati,  forgetful  of  that  digi^ 
Hity  and  independence  of  itiind  which  learning 
ought  tb  inspire,  were  among  the  first  to  sound  h£i 
jyraiset  he  was  compared  by  one  to  Alexander,  by 
another  to  Cessar,  and  by  a  third  to  Scipio.  The  only, 
persons  who  appear  at  this  period  to  have  given  the 
thief  consul  uneasiness,  were  general  Moreau  and  the 
.Hbhe  Sieyes.  He  well  knew  that  h  was  not  easy  to 
blast  the  laurels  that  the  former  had  reaped  in  the 
tented  field,  and  that  his  military  fame  was  heightened 
by  tho^  amiable  qualities  which  always  accompaay 

God  be  priiised  that  tiy  executioner?  are  also  sucli.  It  w!t1  be  a 
i40tfi  the  less  upon  my  countrymen  j'^  and  at  the  place  of  e^ecn- 
lion  Jie  Jifted  up  his  hands  to  hea?6n,  exclaimitigy  ^^M^Y  ^^A 
preserve  myklug^  and  deliter  017  country  from  the  yoke  qf  afo^ 
reigner.'^  It  was  proposed  to  bind  a  handkerchief  orer  his  eye^^ 
but  he  presented  it,  saying,  *^  That  a  loyal  soldier^  who  has 
^ften  been  exposed  to  fire  and  sword,  can  face  death  ivith  open 
eyes,  and  without  fear."  He  then  looked  at  the  soldiers  who  had 
ievelled  their  pieces,  ilaying,  ^^  Grenadiers,  lower  your  arms^ 
otherwise  you  will  miss  or  only  wound  me."  Of  the  nine  who 
^rcd,  seven  hit  him :  two  bullets  pierced  his  head,  and  &vfy  his 
^ody.  A  coffin,  partly  filled  with  lime,  was  ready  to  receive -his 
^rfiee,  and  a  grave  had  been  dug  in  the  garden  of  the  castle^ 
where  he  was  interred.  .  Thus  perished  in  the  prime  of  life  the 
only  son  of  the  due  de  Bourbon,  a  prince  who  inherited  all  the 
virtues  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Cond^. 

♦  The  French  scarcely  see  a  new  object  but  they  will  \t  1* he 
^isb  ahnost  instantaneously  follows  the  perception,  and  sls  they 
4ei£e  with  greediness,  they  kt  go  with  equal  haste.  The  cameleon 
does  not  change  its  colour  with  readier  obedience  to  the  objects 
ivhich  surround  it,  than  they  do  their  inclinations.  They  deter- 
mine solemnly  this  moment,  the  next  they  have  already  changed 
•their  mind,  and -in  one  moment  more  come  round  again  to  the  fir^t 
.thoiighf.  Their  will  is  perpetual  vibrations,  and  every  day  has  i^ 
•wn  mhim.^Essms  Je  Mpntuifne^  liv.  i.  chap.  iv.  18. 
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real  Talour>  and  distiDguisb  the  true  soldier  from  ,difr 
barbarian.  He  bad  notbiog  to  dread  from  tbeabber 
but  bis  cunning>  and  the  pliability  of  bis  temper  with 
r^ard  to  political  subjects.  . 

"  Bonaparte  saw  tbat  it  was  impossible  to  accomplish 
ibe  ambitious  views  wbicb  he  appears  to  have  cbe* 
risbedj  so  long  as  the  freedom  of  speech^  and  tbe  li* 
berty  of  tbe  press  remained;  and  in  order  to  suppresa 
ihem  botb^  be  resorted  to  power:  a  swarm  of  tpiea 
were  let  loose  upon  the  public;  and  tbe  press*  tbat 

Sreat  medium  through  which  we  *'  think  aloud,''  as 
Lddison  expresses  iU  was  so  completely  shackled^  tbat 
it  was  convexted  into  a  mere  state  engine,  calculated  to 
promote  tbe  ends  of  those  who  trampled  on  Ifae  ruins 
of  their  country. 

Tbe  first  consul  conceived  it  necessary,  at  this  pe-' 
nod,  to  visit  tbe  coast,  tbat  be  might  learn  to  wba( 
degree  of  popularity  bis  fame  bad  ascended ;  to  see 
ibe  country,  and  above  all,  perbaf  s>  to  give  a  co»- 
sistency  and  colour  to  tbe  promise  be  bad  made,  tbat 
be  would  invade  England ;  but  tkat  hi  intended  to  in* 
tade  this  country  is  much  doubted.  Bonaparte,  there* 
fore,  paid  a  visit  to  Calais,  where  he  arrived  on  tbe 
20tb  of  October,  1803.''  The  entrance  of  tbe 
*'  greatest  noian  in  tbe  world,"  as  tbe  French  papers 
stiled  him,  was  announced  by  a  discbarge  of  cannon; 
tbe  town  ball  was  decorated  with  boughs  of  trees; 
the  windows  and  carriages  newly  painted,  and  a  range 
of  flags  of  all  nations  displayed  from  the  balcony  over 
tbe  entrance;  tbe  market-place  was  strewed  with  fine 
sand,  and  all  tbe  principal  streets  decorated  witb  rows 
of  artificial  trees;  tbe  gates  of  tbe  town  were  also  or- 
namented witb  wreaths  of  flowers;  an  inscription  was 
hung  up  in  the  street  leading  to  tbe  port,  *'  Tbe  Li^ 
berty  of  tbe  Seas,''  and  another  in  large  characters 
was  affixed  on  tbe  gate  wbicb  opens  to  tbe  passage  for 
embarkation,  ''  Tbe  Road  to  Londoa."^  Some  of 
the  young  men  of  tbe  town  came  forward  as  a 
guard  of  honour  to  attend  bitn  in  all  bis  movements. 
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^e)  following  ia  letters  of  gold  was  iascrilped  on 
their  flag: 

7  BONAPARTE, 

Amidst  the  descendants  of 

£usTA€£  St.  Pierre^ 

12lh  of  Messidor,  year  11." 

Bonaparte  was  so  well  pleased  with  his  receptiqo, 
that  on  his  return  to  Paris,  he  ordered  a  letter  to  b^ 
addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Calais,  in  which  he 
assured  them,  '^  710  request  they  could  make,  'would 
coerie  denied  them.'' 

It  was  apprehended  in  England,  that  the  powers  on 
the  continent,  would  be  roused  at  the  temeritj  of 
^Bonaparte,  that  it  would  be  their  interest  to  unite  in 
reducing  France  to  its  ancient  bounds,  and  bj  thaf 
means  restore  what  is  called  the  balance  of  power: 
but  iutead  of  shewing  any  hostile  disposition  towards 
the  first  consul,  they  publicly  avowed  their  intentioa 
of  observing  the  strictest  neutrality.  The' emperor  of 
Gerouiny  published  an  ordonance  to  this  effect,  in 
which  be  forbade  any  of  his  subjects  to  enter  into  the 
service  of  France  or  of  England,  by  land  or  by  sea. 
This  edict  consisted  of  twenty-one-  articles,  in  whick 
the  admission  of  prizes  into  the  Imperial  harbours, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  be  disposed  of 
were  regulated.  The  emperor  of  Russia  was  en^ 
ployed  in  the  internal  regulation  of  his  immense  em* 
pire;  agriculture,  manufactures,  the  useful  arts,  and 
those  that  embellish  human  life,  successively  engaged 
bis  attention. 

That  system  of  polity  which  had  influenced  the  ca^ 
bioets  of  Europe  from  the  days  of  Charlemagne,  dowa 
to  the  present,  now  seemed  to  yield  to  another  of  n 
ifery  different  complexion.  Aqabition,  gratified  bj 
splendid  victories,  was  the  soul  of  the  first,  add  in- 
terest appeared  to  be  that  of  the  second.  It  was  in- 
deed tbe  policy  of  Bonaparte  to  hasten  the  dissolutioa 
of  the  old  system,  and  to  bring  the  other  forward  aa 
fast  as  possible^    With  this  view  he  paid  every  court 
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16  tbeking  of  Prussia,  and  probably  held  out  plans  ol^ 
territorial  aggrandizement  to  that  potentate. 

It  was  now  generally  supposed,  that  Bonaparte 
would  attempt  the  invasion  of  England,  towards  the 
close  of  October,  or  the  beginning  of  November^ 
The  preparations  in  the  ports  of  France»and  Holland, 
for  that  enter  prize  were  immense.  Every  ship-car- 
Renter,  nay,  every  man  that  could  handle  an  axe,  was' 
put  into  a  state  of  requisition^  and  obliged  to  work 
night  and  day.     Troops  were  marched  from  every 

Sruarter  of  France  to  the  coast;  and  camps  wer^ 
ormed  at  Boulogne  and  Calais,  so  that  the  EngHsh 
feally  thought  Bonaparte  intended  to  put  his  threat 
into  execution,  especially  as  every  thing  he  wished' 
was  at  bis  nod :  mcn^  money,  and  gun  boats. — Merl 
who  were  desperate;  money  that  dared  not  be  re* 
fused;  and  gun  boats  built  chiefly  at  the  expence  of 
the  Dutch.  But  we  do  not  think  he  ever  seriously  in-^ 
tended  it. 

Bonaparte's  threats  of  invasion  were  not  confined  16 
England ;  they  were  extended  even  to  Portugal.  Ge- 
neral Lasnes,  the  French  ambassador  to  the  court  of 
Lisbon,  had  presented  several  notes  to  the  prince  re* 
gent,  in  which  he  made  the  most  exorbitant  demandir 
in  the  name  t>f  his  government.  He  insisted,  that  the 
Portuguese  harbours  should  be  shut  against  all  th6 
idiipping  of  England;  and  at  the  same  time,  b^  ex^ 
acted  the  most  extravagant  pecuniary  subsidies^  and 
threatened,  that  if  every  requisition  was  not  compfiedf 
with,  an  invasion  would  be  the  immediate  consequence*  t 
The  prince  regent  of  that  country,  however,  was  not 
to  be  alarmed  by  these  menaces,  into. any  action  that 
would  have  tarnished  his  dignity  as  a  prince,  or  that 
would  have  thrown  his  country  out  of  the  arms  of 
England  into  those  of  France. 

Bonaparte  perceiving  at  this  period  that  the  em- 
peror of  Russia  leaned  to  the  courf  of  England,  b^ 
treated  count  Markoff,  the  Russian  ambassador,  at 
first  with  a  degree  of  coolness,  and  sometimes  with  a 
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^)ecie8  6f  rudenesij  especially  in  the  presence  of  tbe 
foref^  ministers.  The  couDt  yas  by  no  tneans  mor^ 
ti6ed  at  this  ''  peculiar  mark  of  distinction/'  as  he 
called  it ;  be  wrote  to  his  court,  and  he  was  recalled. 
The  chief  consul  affected  to  make  light  of  this  mat- 
ter^ but  from  the  conduct  of  Talleyrand,  it  should 
seem,  that  Bonaparte  began  to  repent  that  he  had 
carried  his  insolence  to  such  a  height  to  the  represeo* 
tative  of  a  powerful  court,  and  a  young  monarch, 
who  could  not  forget  the  indignities  offered  to  him  in 
4he  person  of  his  ambassador.  Talleyrand  waited  on 
count  Markoff,  a  few  days  previous  to  his  departure, 
mnd  apologized  for  some  hasty  expressions  which  his 
master  had  made  use  of,  but  all  his  protestations  of 
esteem  and  friendship  for  the  court  of  St.  Peterburgh 
were  ineffectual.  The  first  consul  was  doubly  morti- 
fied on  this  occasion;  he  saw  that  this  circumstancJB 
put  an  end  to  all  the  hopes  which  he  had  entertained 
«f  being  able  to  stand  fair  with  Alexander  the  First; 
«nd  secondly,  that  it  would  throw  all  the  good  wishes 
of  that  prince  into  the  English  scale.  A  short  time, 
however,  previous  to  this  suspension  of  communic*- 
tion  between  the  courts  of  St.  Petersburgb  and  the 
Thoilleries,  the  emperor  of  Russia  had  offered  bis 
mediation  between  Q-reat  Britain  and  France,  but  the 
terms  proposed  were  neither  agreeable  to  France  nor 
England.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  either  Austria 
or  Prussia  interested  themselves  in  this  mediation;  nor 
is  it  evident  that  either  one  or  the  other  would  profit 
by  the  accomplishment  of  it.  It  is  more  probable 
that  they  did  not  wish  tbat;the  emperor  of  Russia 
abould  intermix  with  European  politics.  From  being 
a  mediator,  such  a  colossal  power  might  become  a 
(dictator;  of  which  they  had  an  example  in  the  days 
of  Peter  the  First,  when  Russia  was  enveloped  in  bar- 
t^arism,  and  scarcely  one-third  so  extensive  and  pOpiH 
loos  as  it  i9  at  the  present  period. 

In  the  London  Gazette  of  the  1st  of  October,  1803, 
•If  an  account  of  the  attack  of  captain  Jackson,  of  tbe 
Autumn  sloop,  on  tbe  French  gun*boats  in  the  part 
i  '  of 
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of  Calais.  **  After  \9t  anchored  a-breast/'  says  Urn 
gallant  captain,  '^  of  the  town  (Calais)  and  pier-bead 
battery,  the  enemy  opened  their  fire  on  us  from  all  di* 
rections,  amongst  which  I  found  they  had  mortars. 
The  first  shell  fell  within  a  ship's  length  of  us,  and 
burst  under  water.  Our  vessels  at  that  time  were  so 
close,  that  I  thought  there  was  a  great  probability 
some  of,  theic  shells  might  ftfU  on  board ;  whilst  I 
found  our  shot,  though  they  aU  reached  the  pier  bead, 
would  not  go  so  far  up  as  their  ships.  I  therefore 
made  the  signlil  to  weigh,  and  open  to  a  greater  dis- 
tance, remaining  at  anchor  myself.  The  squadron  has 
been  very  fortunate  in  receiving  no  damage  from  the 
£re  of  the  enemy.  The  bombs  were  now  keeping  up 
a  well  directed  fire,  many  of  the  shells  evidently  fa\U 
ing  in  the  midst  of  their  gun-boats.  The  shells  that 
fell  over  the  boats  went  into  the  town,  and  must  have 
done  great  damage:  the  east  end  of  the  toWn  appeared 
to  be  on  fire  for  some  time.  From  the  enemy's  boats 
and  vessels  being  covered  under  the  land,  it  was  im^ 
possible  to  judge  what  damage  they  sustained;  but  ii 
must  have  been  considerable.'' 

The  British  cruizers  likewise  profited  from  the  dis- 
tracted state  of  St.  Domingo.  The  Snake  sloop  of  war« 
captain  Roberts,  on  the  2d  of  August,  captured  twelve 
vessels  which  were  coming  out  of  Jeremie,  and  carried 
them  into  Jamaica.  The  English  squadron  closely 
blockaded  Cape  Francois,  where  three  frigates  and 
•ixty  merchant  ships  lay  with  their  cargoes>  many  of 
which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 

Thus  were  the  prospects  of  France  frustrated  in  the 
Wert  Indies:  St.  Domingo  was  wirested  out  of  their 
bands ;  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe  were  so  closely 
blockaded,  that  vessels  of  any  kind  could  not  pass  ia 
or  out  of  either ;  the  rich  settlement  of  Surinam  me- 
naced  by  the  British  arms;  and  the  distribution  of 
their  natal  force  in  every  sea  so  judiciously  appointed, 
so  well  manned,  and  %o  ably  commanded',  that  Bona- 
parte centered  all  bis  threats  against  the  united  king>» 
dom.    Therefore,  on  the  4th  of  November,  he  went  a 
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ifeeohd  time  to  Boulogne,  inhere  be  arrived  about  twt^ 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  immediately  went  ori 
Doard  one  of  the  ships,  ^bere  be  remained  till  mid^^ 
titght  in  the  port,  inspectirig  the  different  works.  The 
iiext  day,  the  adtanfced  ^uard  of  the  flotilla,  consisting 
of  ijp\tardS  of  two  hundred  vessels;  ^ent  idtdtbe  har- 
bour, au(d  a  number  of  English  ships  sailed  along 
ibe  line  of  coast.  'Tbt  cannonade  then  began^  and 
even  the  French  aiicounts  could  not  conceal  the  effects 
of  the  fire  from  the  Erigliib  vessels,  and  the  confusion 
which  if  occasioned  even  in  the  presence  of  Bonaparte' 
bioiself.  Mahy  df  (bfe  gun-boats  w^re  dcsstro^ed^  but 
it  was  impossible  to  ascertaib  the  precise  nuinbef: 

On  this  occasion,  th^  boats  of  the  Merlin,  captain 
Brento'ti,  destroyed  the  French  lugger  Lcs  Sept  Freres, 
6ft  Calais.     THe  British  ship'  Raisdnable,  sixty-fouf  * 
guits,  the  Imm'oYtalite  and  Ded a  frig;ates>  attacked 
iighty-fduf  gun-bodts  on  the  coast  of  France;  sunk- 
two  of  them,  and  damaged  many  more.     Lieutenant 
Shepherd/ ill  tVe  armed  cutter  Admiral  Mitchel; drove 
il  Frerfcb  gdn-boat  od  shore!;  ahd  agCin-brfg^  whic6 
^as^ritied  with  twelve  guns,  thirty-two  pounders,  oflf 
Boulogne.    iStr  Sidney  Smith,  with  a  squadron  of  five 
ships  of  war,  off  the  Teiel,  drove  twelve  armed  vessels 
df  thd  enemy  on  shore,  on  the  coast  of  Holland  1  of 
thesfe  three  v^ere  taken  byth6  English,  wh(^  likewise 
tbok  many  of  the  l)utcb  fishing- bdats.     Th6  taking 
of  tli6  fislting-bdats  vfA  ccrniiidered  as  a  bUrsh  mea- 
sure, since  it  deprfveil  riiany  poor  people  of  br^ad;  but 
it-watf  ameasure  of  precatfliqb,  belcaifs'e  they  could 
have  been  ea^tiy  concerted  into  gun  boats  and  invasion^ 
tiPanspor^s;  wllicb  m'fgbt  bate  belen  a  terrible  ^ngim  id 
the  bands  of  an  enterpi^^ing  enem^. 

On  the  lOlh  df  December,  »803,  the  Ldodotf  6a- 
zi^te  Announced  the  suArrender  of  the  garrisons  of  Port 
Daupbia  and  St.  Mdrc;  in'tbe  island  of  St.  Domingo, 
ahd  sevenrt  vessels  of  v^ar,  to  the  British  squadron 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  difierent  parts  of  that  co<^^ 
liny. 
The  garrison  of  St.  Marc  was.  reduced  to  the  gfeat* 
YcrL.1.    No.  XXII.        ST  et^ 
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est  distrcM.  They  had  subtiitad  for  Bome  tine  oi 
hone-fieih.  General  DeMalines  was  on  the  point  of 
putting  the  whole  to  deaths  when  captain  Walkioi,  of 
the  Vanguard,  humanely  interpoaedi  and  offered  to 
take  them  on  boardf  which  he  did,  and  treated  them 
with  a.  humanity  highly  honourable  to  the  British 
character.  Port  Dauphin  surrendered  to  captain 
Bligh,  of  the  Theseus.  This  gallant  officer  havii^ 
learned  from  the  prisoners,  that  their  ceneral  Dnmont 
and  his  suite  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  blacks^ 
and  that  they  were  in  the  most  imminent  dangw  of 
their  lives,  he  was  induced  from  motives  of  humanity 
to  solicit  their  freedont  from  the  chief  of  the  peopler 
and  with  much  difficulty  obtained  it  Prevtons  to 
the  surrender  of  Port  Dauphin,  the  boats  of  the  The- 
seus cut  out.  of  the  harbour  the  national  corvette  La 
Sagesse,  from  under  a  heav^  fire  of  the  batteries;  and 
the  boats  of  the  Desir^e  frif^te  cut  out  from  Monte 
Christe  the  schooner  L' Amiable  Sophie.  The  only 
loss  sustained  in  all  these  enngemettts  was  that  of  tm 
Gkrland  frigate  off  Cape  rrao^ois.  The  crew  were 
happily  saved.  The  conduct  of  the  British  officers 
and  seamen  through  the  whole  of  this  transaction  de- 
served the  bighest  esteem.  ^ 

The  desip;n  which  Bonaparte  entertained  oa  our 
possessions  in  the  east  was  manifest  on  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  when  the  chief  comul  sent  out 
a  squadron  to  Pondicherry,  under  the  command  of 
admiral  Linois.  When  questioned  by  our  ambassador 
as  to  the  sailing  of  that  fleet,  he  smiled,  and  said  it 
was*  with  a  view  of  prosecuting  discoveries  in  astrono- 
my and  Qatoral  history,  and  that  those  who  were 
called  officers  were  no  other  than  natunilists  and  astro- 
nomers. But  by  letters  received  fjrom  Bombay,  Do- 
cember  the  I5tb,  it  appeared,  that  the  squadrcm  con- 
sisted  of  one  ship  of  toe  line,  with  three  frigates  and 
scleral  transports,  having  between  two  and  three 
thousand  troops  on  board. 

In  &cl,  all  the  plana  of  the  consular  govemoKot  at 
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fliii  period  appetr  to  have  been  directed  against  Grent 
Britain.  Taxet^  tubteriptions^  the  monej  Tf>ted  for 
f  be  repair  of  the  roadt^  bridges,  &e.  was  to  be  em- 
ployed oolv  for  tbit  purpose.  Tbe  fortifications  of 
Brussels,  Louraine,  Diest,  Tirlemont,  Ohent,«  Axel, 
Leroeuse,  Ac.  were  suddenly  ordered  to  be  abolisbedj 
and  the  money  arising  from  tbe  siile  of  the  materials 
was  directed  to  be  put  in  the  publie  treasury,  that  it 
might  be  applied  to  facilitate  the  projected  invasion  of 
England.  Two  thousand  men  were  likewise  em« 
ployed  at  work  on  the  harbour  and  fojtifications  of 
Boulogne*. 

The  Paris  papers,  in  tbe  middle  of  March,  1803, 
contained  an  account  of  the  arrest  of  general  Moreau, 
charged  with  beinr  in  a  conspiracy  with  general  Pi<- 
chegru,  Georges  (tbe  Vendean  chieftain),  and  others, 
to  assassinate  Bonaparte,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Bri- 

Si  ■■.■  ■     ^1     I  I       I^S 

a  The  nigkCy  praparatioiis  carrying  on  in  Franca  ronwil  tka 
actita  spirit  of  ikm  English  goTcmmeat,  wlio  adopted  varionf  plana 
for  tbe  dalenca  of  tiw  kiagdooi  io  case  of  an  inrasion.  Etc^ry  aU 
tcntion  was  paid  to  tlie  recruiting  and  discipline  of  tlie  army^ 
every  place  wliere  It  was  practicable  for  an  enemy  to  land  on  tba 
coast  of  Kent  was  planted  with  cannon  and  lined  with  mllltarj^ 
as  well  regnlnr.  forces  as  mllitht.  The  foot. paths  whidi  the  smug* 
glers  had  cat  on  cliffs  to  aseend  secretly  with  their  eommodities 
were  either  entirely  destroyed,  or  altered  so  that  only  one  man 
could  ascend  at  a  time,  and  be  pxposed  to  the  fire  of  the  musfce* 
teers  from  abore  in  Tarious  directions.  Tbe  pilot-boats,  the  Ssh. 
ing.boats,  &c,  were  fitted  op  as  gun-boats,  so  as  to  Carry  each  an 
dghleen^ponnd  carronade.  Fifty  of  these  lay  at  that  time  in 
I)o?er  harbour?  !»  s«di  a  state  of  readiness,  that  they  conid  all 
be  equipped  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour^  and  manned  with  some  of 
the  best  seamen  in  the  world,  rix.  the  pilots  and  fishermen,  who 
were  broucbt  up  in  storms  and  dangers.  It  was  calculated  that 
between  Margate  aiid  Dungeness  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  these 
boats  could  be  collected  in  the  space  of  a  few  hours  by  a  signal 
along  the  coast.  Their  guns  lay  on  the  piers  and  the  quays,  num. 
bered  aod  marked  with  the  names  of  the  boats  and  those  to  whom 
they  belonged,  ready  to  be  mounted  in  an  instant  Some  of  them 
were  placed  as  batteries,  ready  to  be  used  as  such  should  any  un. 
csypected  occasion  occur.  New  lines  of  defence  were  also  erected 
at^Ustware  Bay,  near  Folkstone,  and  manned  by  the  Cinque 
Fort  f  oluDteers.  under  the  command  of  colonel  Pitt« 
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tisli  goveroroent.  Geoerals  Moreauj  Piebegru,  aiiA 
Georges  vfete  arreftted :  Moreau  was  transported  from 
the  Abbey  to  tb^  Temple,  and  nobodj  was  ajlowed 
fdmittance  to  biip.  On,  his  examination  .before  the 
grand  judge,  in  the  pre^nce  of  ]3onaparte,  he  denied 
all  the  charge^  brought  against  him.  When  general 
Pichegru  was  tftkeiij  be  was  carried  before  the  counr 
sellor  of  «tate  and  police,  director  Real,  and  under- 
went a  long  ezamiqation:,  in  which  be  is  said  to  have 
behav^  with  great  insolence,  but  which*  we  do  not 
give  credit  toY.     His  examiaatiop  wi^s  ^qon  followed 

*  The  in§nner  of  Pichegru^s  arrest  was  as  follows:  TLe  broker 
Le  Blanc  was  the  person  who  betrayed  Picdcgriij  who  occupied  i 
fifth  SSoor  10  his  h pose,  for  ifhich  he  paid  fifteen  thousand  Itrres  a 
month,  f^e  Blaise  went  to  general  JVlurat,  the  governor  of  pari!s« 
and  oQered  to  inform  him  of  Pichcgru's  place  of  concealment,  au(| 
io  deliirer  him  up,  for  one  hundred  thousand  livrcs  (about  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventj^five  pounds  sferling).  This 
sum  WAS  promised  him.  The  manner  of  arresting  him  was  then 
planned.  Le  Blanc  introduced  the  gens  d'armes  Into  his  h'oufe  at 
night,  when  Pichegru  was  asleep,  and  gave  a  kej  to'his  room,  as 
they  were  inforfned  that  Pichegru  had  with  him  two  pistols  and  a 
dagger;  they  opened  the  door  with  as  litt|e  noise  as  possible^  and 
rushed  on  hiti  bed.  Though  surprized  and  iilarmed,  Pichegru  con^ 
4ucted  himself  with  the  greatest  presence  of  mind,  and  in  snch  a 
manner  that  even  his  enemies  were  forced  to  speak  highly  of  his 
courage,  and  even  to  pity  his  misfortunes.  Ue  jumped  oiftof  his 
bed,  naked  and  without  arms;  kjoocked  down  four  gens  d'armes, 
and  they  were  unable  to  hold  him  though  six  in  number.  He  al. 
most  choaked  two  in  pushing  them  iigainst  the  chimney;  a  third 
he  struck  with  snch  force  upon  the  breast  that  he  spit  blood;  and 
the  fourth  he  gniped  with^uch  strength  by  the  arm,  that  he  cried 
out  ill  agony,  ^*  If  you  do  not  let  me  loose,  I  will  shoot  yoa 
through  the  head.M  With  a  loss  of  part  of  the  flesh  he  got  loose^ 
and  Pichegru  exclaiD)ed,  ^^  Fire,  rascal,  and  you  will  receive  a 
sword  of  honour."  At  last  he  was  obliged  from  fatigue  io  capi« 
iulate  and  surrender  himself,  upon  condition  of  not  bein^  tied  or 
chained^  He  was,  however,  wounded  in  the  head  and  on  the 
shoulders,  and  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  blood.  In  dressing  himself 
lie  declared,  ^^  that  if  he  had  not  been  deprived  of  his  arms,  he 
should  not  have  fallen  into  their  hands**'  Bonaparte  had  ordered 
the  gens  d'armes  to  take  him  alive,  and  they  were  all  picked  mM. 
The  particulars  of  the  death  of  this  unfortonate  man  are  top 
iilteresting  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.    The  following  is  the  ai. 
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l»y  4he  leport  of  t}ie  grand  }^ige,  to  vhicb  a  series  of 
letters  and  papers  were  annexed ;  the  object  of  which 

eonnt  as  it  appeared  in  the  French  papers:  ^' The  ex-^en^ral 
Charles  Picbegru  having  repeatedly  re^ueftttsd,  aod  haviug  givisii 
Ills  word  of  honour  that  he  would  m^ke  no  attempt  on  his  life^ 
iPichegru  had  obtained  the  dismission  of  his  guards  during  the 
iiight.  Erery  morning  an  attendant  in  waiting  came  to  light  hi« 
§ir6  with  a  bundle  of  wood.  Picbegru  on  one  of  the  preceding 
jDornings  had  laid  aside  a  part  of  a  faggot,,  by  which  he  ^hpnglit 
he  might  put  an  end  to  his  existence.  In  short,  en  the  5th  lost* 
{AprH)  after  having  sopped  very  heartily  at  eleven  o'clock^  he 
Ment  to  bed  about  twelve.  The  attendant  in  waiting  having  rei 
(ired,  Picbegru  drew  from  nnder  his  pillow,  where  he  had  placed 
it,  a  black  silk  handkerchief,  which  he  tied  round  hia  neck.  The 
piece  of  wood  which  he  had  kept  in  reserve  he  then  made  use  of 
to  assist  him  in  the  project  of  suicide.  He  introduced  this  piece 
ef  wood  into  the  two  ends  of  the  handkerchief  where  it  was  (icdi 
he  turned  this  little  stick  close  into  the  glands  of  the  neck  as  often 
«•  he  thought  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  respiration.  When  oii 
.  the  point  of  losing  respiration,  he  drew  the  stick  behind  hisear, 
and  threw  himself  on  the  same  side  of  his  head  in  order  to  prevent 
its  shifting.  Picbegru,  naturally  fat,  full  of  blood,  sufTorated  by 
the  full  meal  which  he  had  just  taken  and  the  great  pressure  whicii 
Jie  made^  expired  during  the  night. 

Next  day,  in  the  morning,  the  attendant  came  to  kindle  his  fire; 
he  looked  towards  Fichegru's  bed,  saw  him,  as  he  supposed,  in  » 
profound  sleep,  and  retired  to  do  his  other  work.  About  hal£ 
past  seven  the  attendant  came  again,  saw  the  head  of  l^chcgrn 
quietly  resting  on  his  pillow,  and  again  went  away,  artill  fearing 
fo  interrupt  his  sleep.  At  nine  o'clock,  he  went  up  a  third  time; 
and  observed  no  alteration  in  the  posture  of  the  prisoner,  who 
iisually  spoke  to  him  when  he  was  awake.  The  attendant  b<^an 
to  be  surprized  at  his  sleeping  so  long,  w^nt  up' to  the  bed^  when 
he  saw  bis  face  pale  and  distorted ;  he  them  moved  the  body,  and 
found  it  lifeless  and  without  motiont  He  immediately  gave  infor« 
nation  to  the  gaoler,  who  went  that  instant  to  inform  Thevenot, 
tbe  judge,  and  solicitor  in  this  important  trial.'  Eight  physicians 
and  surgeons  were  employed  to  draw  up  the  p'oces  verbal  of  the 
state  in  which  the  body  was  found ;  and  this  proces  verbal  and  the 
corpse  were  brought  before  the  criminal  tribunal  on  the  6tb,  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  four  sections  of  the  tribunal 
immediately  assembled,  appointing  eight  physicians  and  surgeons 
to  open,  in  tjie  presence  of  fo^r  commissary  judges,  assisted  by 
C  Lasfuterio,  the  body,  and  state  the  circumstances  of  his  situai^ 
tion,  and  the  cause  of  his  death.  An  inquest  was  immediately 
held,  which  was  followed  by  a  judicia,l  report  of  coosiderablp 
length,  stating  that  the  corpse  was  the  body  of  the  ex-general 
I'icbegra,  and  that  he  was  guilty  of  suicide* 
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was  to  shew  tbat  Mr.  Drake,  the  British  mtflister  al 
Mttoich,  was  employed  in  the  project  of  destroying 
the  French  government,  blowing  up  the  powder-milla, 
and  disorganixing  the  French  armies.  Among  the 
accusations  exhibited  against  him  in  this  report  wasr 
one,  accusing  him  of  having  sent  an  agent  to  Paris  to 
execute  this  project;  and  these  instructions,  said  to  be 
furnished  to  bim,  as  well  as  bis  correspondence  after 
bis  arrival  at  Paris,  are  given  at  full  length;  In  one 
of  the  letters  Mr.  Drake  desires  him  to  print  an  ad- 
dress to  the  army,  not  to  suffer  Moreau  to  fall  a  victim 
to  the  jealousy  of  the  consul.  This  mass  of  fabrica* 
tioos  was  printed  and  distributed  gratis  over  all  France, 
and  copies  of  it  immediately  sent  to  the  respective 
.  courts  by  extraordiary  couriers. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  Joubert,  the  president  of 
the  tribunate,  opened  tbat  assembly  with  a  speech,  in 
which  he  said,  ^'  When  a  great  empire,  after  long 
struggles,  is  at  last  placed  on  its  basis,  what  can  the 
eflTorts  of  enemies,  or  the  delirium  of  passion  accom- 
plish against  it?  The  enemy's  government  organized 
assassination;  and  to  complete  the  evil,  we  find  in- 
volved in  their  plots  a  name  (heklloded  to  Moreau) 
wbtch  has  long  been  accompanied  with  UliMtrioua  re* 
collections.*' 

In  this  sittii^,  the  brother  of  general  Moreau,  whd 
was  also  a  member  of  the  tribunate,  attempted  several 
times  to  speak,  but  in  vain,  for  some  time.  Havii^  at 
lei^tb  obtained  a  hearing,  he  gave  wav  to  his  fraternal 
alfections  in  the  foliovring  words:  ^^  Citizen  presidetitt^ 

Kn  have  beard  the  orators  of  the  government,  yoo 
ve  this  morning  read  the  orders  puUished  by  the 
governor  of  Paris;  both  these  publications  are  in  part 
directed  against  general  Moreau.  I  cannot  see  with* 
out  the  greatest  sorrow  that  so  much  pains  have  for  a 
long  time  been  taken  to  calumniate  a  man  who  has 
rendered  important  services  to  the  republic,  and  who 
has  not  at  this  moment  the  liberty  of  defending  bioH 
self.    I  declare  to  the  whole  nation,  that  my  brother 
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b  innocent  of  the  atrocities  ascribed  to  hint.  Let  him 
have  the  opportunity  of  justifying  bimself,  and  be  will 
clear  faimself  from  those  imputations.  I  request  in  fait 
namCf  in  my  own,  in  the  name  of  bis  afi9icted  family^ 
that  bis  trial  may  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  so^ 
lemnity.  I  request  that  be  may  be.  tried  before  one  oi 
the  ordinary  tribunals;  it  will  be  easy  for  him  to  proM 
his  innocence.  I  affirm  that  all  that  has  been  said  ia 
aa  infamous  calumny/'  As  soon  as  Moreau  had  done 
speaking,  he  left  the  tribunal. 

The  apprehending  and  punishment  of  the  above 
personages  left  an  i^Iible  stain  on  the  character  of 
Bonaparte,  who.  perceiving  that  the  opinion  of  the 
people  was  generally  favourable  to  the  impriaooed 
persouSj  sought  to  conciliate  their  good  wishes  by  ao 
apparent  shew  of  lenity^  in  cooKnuting  Moreau'a 
punishiiient  into  banishment;  which  was  accord-* 
iogly  put  in  ezecution^  and  that  general,  as  wm. 
have  elsewhere  mentioned,  was  transported  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  together  with  bis  wi& 
and  family* 

No  season  could  be  more  auspicious  for  the  ad« 
Tancement  of  Bonaparte's  personal  ambition,  Chan  tlio 
present  state  of  affairs.  All  ranks  of  Frencfamen  wef« 
more  than  ever  ready  to  anticipate  his  withes  for 
the  crown  of  France,  the  object  to  which  he  now 
nspired. 

.  The  elevation  of  the  first  consul  to  the  imperial  din* 
dem  is  perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  event  in  the 
mnnals  of  modern  Europe;  an  event  that  involved  Umi 
nost  important  consequences:  and  as  we  have  hithert0 
sioticed  the  means  by  which  be  ascended  into  the  tont* 
attlar  power,  we  deem  it  necessary  to  pomt  out  the 
manner  in  which  he  obtained  the  imperial  cvow«» 
Afany  were  of  opinion  that  Bonaparte  wonld  be  gra* 
tified  with  the  high  office  of  ftrst  consul,  in  whitn  he 
^as  invested  with  all  the  authority  of  a  crowned  head# 
sind  which  he  exercised;  but  those  who  marked  hit 

bitHm  foresaw  that  he  wished  to  render  the  sceptre 
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Df  France  bereditarj  in  bis  farailj.  The  levity  of  lUi 
French  character^  their  fondness  for  shew  and  noveltj', 
yttre  well  knoWn  to  Bonaparte^  ^bo  $aw  that  the  time 
bad  now  arrived  v^hen  he  could  avail  hi^iseif  of  th^ 
tide  of  pp^iilar  ofiiilion>  M^hicb  seemed  td  run  6nti^eTy 
in  his  favour.  His  datterefs  and  dependents  began  to 
propagate  the  idea  of  the  necessity  of  bringing  back 
Fr&itee  again  to  a  monarchial  form  of  government; 
tad  that,  as  the  first  consul  had  arrested  the  revolu- 
tionary system  in  its*  sanguinary  career^  he  ought^  mi 
the  reward  of  bis  services,  to  be  called  to  the  throne. 
Tb^  first  bint  of  this  kind  in  print  appeared  in  th6 
Mtonitenf  of  the  SIst  of  April,  1804,  in  these  worda : 
^  It  is  asserted  that  a  deputation  of  the  council  of 
itate  will  shortly  present  to  the  senate  the  new  consul* 
turn,  reTalive  to  an  hereditary  ^ccesSfion  in  the  family 
•'f  the  first  consul.  The  nation  desires  that  solid  sys- 
tem to  be  introduced  for  the  public  goodj  and  this  de- 
sire has  been  already  expressed  by  several  departo^ents. 
The  factions'  will  thereby  be  deprived  of  Avery  hope." 
This  paragraph  was  immediately  followed  wifbanu^ok^ 
ber  of  addresses,  in  which  the  ihconveniencies  attached 
to  the  elective  system  were  deprecated,  and  a  more  sta- 
ble form  of  govefnmefit  recommended.  The  council 
^nett'al  of  the  department  of  Jura  at  length  Tent^red 
to  tfpeAk  out  in  bolder  terms  in  their  address  to  Bona- 
parte, which,  amongst  many  other  passages^  contained 
the  folio  wing  ^  '^  The  attack  which  threatened  your 
life,  bfk9  filled  us  with  horror  at  tbe  thoughts  of  the 
eatamities  ihto  which  all  France  was  about  to  be 
frfunged  by  a  single  crime.  This  attempt  of  our  ene*' 
mie9  ir  an  important  admonition  which  shall  not  have 
been  given  in  vain.  Those  instigators  of  plots  must 
he  deprived  of  that  chance  of  troubles  and  ditordert* 
which  is  the  object  of  their  hope*.  Let  a  itaore  silable 
order  of  things  present  to  the  friends  of  tranquillity  a: 
stronger  security  against  all  events.  Let  this  orde^ 
{Nre vent  for  ever  any  vacancy  in  tbe  supreilie  magis- 
truey,  by  designing  before  hand«  and  in  perpetnity,  tlie^ 
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feuccessor  to  the  head  of  the  state.  But«  at  the  same 
time^  let  institutions  equally  strong  and  liberal  secure 
to  out  posterity  a  sufficient  protection  against  the  fluc- 
tuation and  abuses  of  power.  '  We  address  these  our 
wishes^  with  all  frankness^  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte:  to 
bis  genius  it  belongs^  by  realizing  them,  to  eternize  his 
own  work  and  the  happiness  of  France."' 

The  first  decided  step  towards  the  accomplishment 
of  this  extraordinary  measure  was  an  address  to  the 
first  consul  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  dated  27th  of 
March,  proposing  to  constitute  him  hereditary  empe- 
tor  of  France.  His  answer  was  dated  the  25th  of 
April,  from  St.  Cloud,  and  was  communicated  by  a 
oaessage  in  the  following  terms :       . ' 

''  Senators — Your  address  of  the  6lh  of  last  Ger- 
minal has  never  ceased  to  be  present  to  my  thoughts; 
it  has  been  the  object  of  my  constant  meditation.  You 
have  judged  the  hereditary  power  of  the  supreme  ma- 
gistracy necessary,  in  order  to  shelter  the  French  na- 
tion completely  from  the  plots  of  our  enemies,  and 
from  the  agitations  arising  from  rival  ambition.  It 
likewise  appears  to  you,  that  many  of  our  institutions 
require  improvement,  in  order  permanently  to  secure 
the  triumph  of  equality,and  public  liberty,  and  pre- 
sent to  the  people  and  to  the  government  the  double 
guarantee  of  which  they  stood  in  need.  We  have  been 
constantly  guided  by  this  grand  truth,  that  the  sove- 
reignty resides  in  the  French  people;  iu  the  sense,  that 
every  thing,  without  exception,  ought  to  be  done  for 
their  interest,  their  happiness,  and  their  glory.  It  is 
in  order  to  attain  this  end,  that  the  supreme  magis- 
tracy, the  senate,  the  council  of  state,  the  legislative 
body,  the  electoral  body,  the  electoral  colleges,  and 
the  different  branches  of  the  administration,  are  and 
ought  to  be  instituted.  In  proportion  as  I  fix  my  at- 
tention on  these  great  objects,  I  am  the  more  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  those  sentiments  which  I  have  expressed 
to  you ;  and  I  feel  more  and  more  that,  in  a  circum- 
stance as  new  as  it  is  important,  the  counsels  of  your 
wisdom  and  ex  perience  were  necessary  to  enable  me  to^ 
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fix  tnj  ideas.  I  request  you,  Iberefore,  to  niak<f 
known  to^  me  the  whole  of  jour  thoughts.  The 
French  people  can  add  nothing  to  the  honour  and 
glorj  with  which  they  have  surrounded  me:  but  my 
most  sacred  duty,  and  that  dearest  to  my  heart,  is  to 
secure,  to  their  latest  posterity,  those  advantages 
which  they  have  acquired  by  a  revolution  that  has  cost 
them  so  much,  particularly  by  the  sacrifice  of  those 
millions  of  brave  citizens  who  have  died  in  defence  of 
their  rights.  Fifteen  years  have  ela^psed  since^  by  a 
spontaneous  movement,  you  ran  to  arms;  you  ac- 
quired liberty,  equality,  and  glory.  These  first  hies-* 
nngs  of  nations  are  now  secured  to  you  for  ever,  are 
sheltered  from  every  storm,  they  are  preserved  to  you^^ 
and  to  your  children.  Institutions,  conceived  and 
commenced  in  the  midst  of  the  hurricanes  of  internal 
itnd  external  wars,  developed  with  constancy,  are  just 
terminated  in  the  attempts  and  plots  of  our  most 
mortal  enemies,  by  the  adoption  of  such  measures  aa 
the  experience  of  centuries  and  of  nations  hasdemon^ 
strated,  as  proper  to  guarantee  the  rights  which  the 
nation  had  judged  necessary  for  its  dignity,  its  liberty^ 
and  its  happiness/' 

The  grand  question  of  this  investiture  of  Bonaparte 
with  the  imperial  purple  was  submitted  to  the  opinion 
of  the  tribunate  on  the  1st  of  May,  1804.  The  de-r 
bates  on  this  momentous  topic  were  so  interesting,  that 
"we  trust  we  shall  be  excused  if  we  insert  a  few  ex* 
tracts  from  them.  Fabre  de  I'Aude,  the  president^ 
addressed  the  assembly  as  follows:  ''On  the  23d  of 
'  last  month  (April)  our  colleague  Curee,  laid  on  the 
table  a  motion  of  order,  in  which  he  demanded,  1st, 
That  the  government  of  the  republic  shall  be  confided 
to  one  emperor:  2drThat  the  empire  shall  be  here* 
ditary  in  the  family  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  now 
first  consul:  3d,  That  such  of  our  instructions  as  are 
only  .traced  out,  shall  be  definitively  suppressed. 
Curee,  after  a  long  introduction  on  the  importance  of 
the  subject  and  the  purity  of  his  Qwn  patriotism, 
called  the  attention  of  the  tribunes  to  the  memorable 
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epoch  of  the  revolution,  when  the  French  with  one 
unanimous  will,  aod  a  voice  as  .powerful  as  that  of 
the  Creator,  the  first  d^y  of  the  existence  of  the  uni- 
verse, exclaimed,  ''  Let  equality  be  established,  let 
privileged  disappear,  and  let  the  nation  be  as  it  ought, 
to  be."     He  then  took  a  view  of  the  government  of 
Charlemagne,  and  the  abuse  introduced  into  France 
after  that  glorious  epoch,  when  one  of  the'  most  pow« 
erful  families  of  the  feudal  system  was  qalled  to  the 
sovereignty.     Having  then  made  some  observations  oa 
the  constituent  assembly,  and  the  constitution  of  1791, 
and  the  state  of  things  down  to  the  time  in  which  he 
was  speaking,  he  observed  that  the  happy  situation  of 
the  French  people,  who  were  then  in  the  full  posses- 
sion of  all  the  rights  which  were  the  sole  objects  of 
the  revolution  in  1/89,  was  disturbed  only  by  uncer- 
tainty in  regard  to  4he  future.     ''  The  enemies  of  our 
country,"  said  he  ''  are  alarmed  at  our  prosperity; 
their  plots  have  been  multiplied,' and  one  might  say, 
that  instead  of  a  whole  nation,  they  ha4  to  combat 
only  one  man.     Him  they  attempted  to  strike,  in  or- 
der to  effect  his  destruction,  being  well  assured  that 
France,  deprived  of  its  chief,  would  be  divided  bj 
ambitious  rivals,  and  torn   by   parties;    would  sink 
amidst  the  storms  let  loose  against  it  in  every  direction. 
What  security  can  we  give  it  against  the  fear  of  so 
many  misfortunes?    What  remedy  can  we  oppose  to 
io  many  evils?    Opinion.— The  armies,  and  the  whole 
people  have  pronounced  it: — Hereditary  succession  in 
»  family  rendered  illustrious  by  the  revolution,  conse* 
crated  by  liberty  and  equality;  in  the  family  of  a 
chief,  who  was  the  6rst  soldier  of  the  republic  before  . 
he  became  the  Qrst  magistrate;  a  chief  who  would 
have  been  eminently  distinguished  by  his  civil   qua- 
lities, even  if  be  had  not  filled  the  whole  world  with 
the  fame  of  his  arms,  and  by  the  splendour  of  his 
victories."     He  concluded  by  saying,  ^'  I  do  not  6nd 
aoj  title  for  the  chief  of  the  national  power,  more 
-worthy  of  the  splendor  of  the  nation  than  the  title  of 
£mpcror.     I  move  then,  that  we  refer  tQ  the  senate  a 
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vfisb,  i^bich  is  that  of  the  whole  nation,  and  of  whicli 
the  object  is — Ist^  That  Napoleon  Bonaparte^  now 
first  consul^  be  declared  Emperor,  and  in  that  qua- 
lity remain  charged  with  the  government  of  the 
French  republic.  2d>  That  the  imperial  dignity  be 
declared  hereditary  in  his  family.  3d,  That  such  of 
our  institutions  as  are  only  traced  oiit  shall  be  defini- 
tively, suspended ." 

Carnot  was  the  only  member  of  that  body  who  ven- 
tured  to  oppose  the  proposition.  He  began,  by  de- 
claring that  he  should  preserve  the  same  moderation^ 
in  delivering  his  opinion,  which  had  been  exhibited 
by  the  tribunes,  who  had  spoken  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion. He  asked  if  it  were  to  grant  the  first  consul  a 
reward  for  his  services,  to  offer  him  the  sacrifice  of 
liberty?  If  it  were  not  to  destroy  Bonaparte's  own 
work,  to  make  France  his  private  patrimony?  ''I 
voted  (continued  he)  against  the  consulate  far  life; 
'  and  I  will  not  this  day  pursue  a  different  course.  I 
will  be  consistent  with  myself.  But  the  moment  that 
the  proposed  order  of  things  is  established,  I  will  be 
the  first  to  conform  to  it,  and  yield  to  the  new  au- 
thority proofs  of  my  deference.  May  all  the  members 
of  the  community  follow  my  example.'* 

He  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  form  of  govern* 
ment  proposed  to  be  established;  cited  a  nuiiiber  of 
examples  from  the  history  of  Rome,  and  drew  an  in- 
ference from  them,  that  a  government  by  one  indi- 
vidual, was  not  a  sure  pledge  of  its  stability  or  tran* 
quillity.  He  applied  the  same  inference  to  the  his- 
tory of  France,  where  intestine  commotions  and  civil 
discord  so  often  existed  under  the  government  of 
princes,  weak  or  unworthy  of  governing.  After  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  continued  Carnot,  Bonaparte  had 
the  choice  between  a  cepublic  and  a  monarchy;  but 
be  had  sworn  to  defend  the  former,  and  to  respect  the 
wishes  of  France,  which  had  made  him  their  guar- 
dian. Now  it  was  proposed  to  make  of  that  power 
a  property,  of  which  at  the  present  time  the  adiut- 
Distration  vas  only  possessed.     The  Romans  were 
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most  jealous  of  tbeir  liberty^  and  Camillus^  Fabius, 
and  Cincinnatus,  only  saved  the  country^  because  they 
Relinquished  the  power  which  had  been  confided  ta 
them  after  they  had  saved  tbeir  country.  But  the  li- 
berty of  Rome  perished  as  soon  as  Csesar  wished  ta 
grasp  at  absolute  power. 

'  Carnot  cited  the  example  of  the  United  States  of 
America :  it  was  reserved  for  the  new  world  to  shew 
to  the  old  the  practicability  of  a  nation's  enjoying  lir 
berty,  and  the  rising  prosperity  of  the  people.  The 
destinies  to  which  they  appeared  to  be  called^  left  nqr 
doubt  remaining  of  the  existence  of  that  truth.  He 
then  made  some  particular  observations.  Will^  said 
he^  the  opinion  of  the  public  functionaries  be  the.fVee 
wish  of  the  whole  nation  ?  will  there  not  be  inconve* 
niencies  attending  the  expression  of  an  opposite  senti-^ 
inent  ?  Is  the  liberty  of  the  press'  so  much  restrained 
and  degraded^  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  in 
ihe  public  prints  the  most  respectful  remonstrances 
against  the  proposed  arrangement?  Does  the  expul* 
sion  of  the  Bourbons  at  all  involve  the  necessity  of  a 
iiew  dynasty?  Does  not  the  establishment  of  that  new 
dynasty  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  general  peace? 
Will  it  be  recognized  by  foreign  powers?  and,  in 
case  of  a  refusal  to  recognize  it^  would  not  arms  be 
resorted  to^  and  for  an  empty  title  would  not  the  se- 
curity of  the  French  nation  be  endangered?  It  was 
DOt  the  only  means  which  the  existing  government  had 
of  consolidating  itself.  The  means  of  this  consolidar 
tion  consisted  in  adherence  to  justice.  I  am  ready, 
continued  he,  to  sacrifice  my  personal  Opinion  to  the 
interests  of  my  country;  my  respect  for  the  law  will 
remain  unalterable;  and  I  desire  above  all  things,  to 
see  every  opinion  and  every  sentiment  united  against 
an  eternal,  an  implacable  enemy  (England);  that 
enemy  which  is  now  meditating  universal  oppression. 
I  vote  against  the  motion. 

Foure  spoke  next:  he  asked  Carnot  if  be  had  for- 
gotten the  regime  of  1793,  and  that  horrible  deci- 
mevial  committee  which^  in  cold  bloody  signed  ar- 
rests 
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rests  for  death  aDd  proscription  P  }}e  was  astonished 
to  hear  of  any  opposition  to  that  proposition  which 
alone  could  prevent  the  return  of  such  miseries.  The 
assembly  was  not  called  on  to  consider  the  interests  of 
an  individual  family>  but  the  interests  of  the  whole 
nation. 

Ghaptan  contended  that  the  intention  of  the  French 
bad  always  been  to  establish  a  monarchical  form  of 
government. 

Peree  confined  his  observations  to  one  point,  namely^ 
to  shew  what  a  powerful  guarantee  posterity  woqld 
possess  in  the  hereditary  succession  proposed.  The 
latest  descendants  of  the  head  of  the  government,  said 
he,  will  seek  in  the  history  of  Bonaparte  the  example 
which  they  ought  to  follow.  They  will'  respect  bis 
glory,  and  never  shall  our  posterity  have  reasou  to  re-> 
proach  us  for  the  wish  which  we  now  form. 

This  is  not  the  time,  said  Garret,  when  the  people 
were  the  property  of  kings.  The  interests  of  both  are 
now  common:  their  repose^  their  stability,  and  their 
happiness,  are  henceforth  inseparable. 

Favaid  observed  that  the  pens  of  the  eloquent  were 
employed  in  celebrating  the  glory  of  the  first  consul^ 
and  posterity,  which  would  be  the  judge  of  great  men;; 
would  only  re-echo  the  language  of  the  age  in  which- 
he  lived.  He  said  he  knew  the  place  which  he  occu- 
pied in  the  hearts  of  the  people;  he  knew,  if  he 
could  judge  by  himself,  the  devotion  which  he  me-* 
rited,  and  with  which  he  had  inspired  the  whole  as- 
sembly. He  wished  at  the  same  time,  however,  to 
examine  abstractedly  from  all  personal  feelings  of  gra» 
titude  and  love>  if  the  unity  and  hereditary  succession 
of  the  chief  consul  would  be  consistent  with  the  go- 
Ternment  of  France.  Different  states  bad  a  right  to 
that  form  of  government  which  they  enjoyed,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  invariable  as  that  nature 
from  which  they  originated.  Political  maladies  ia 
vain  affected  and  suspended  those  principles  for  a  mo- 
ment; the  crisis  would  come,  and  nature  would  re- 
sume her  rights.     It  v^as  the  nature  of  things  that  a 
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t6untry  of  vast  extent,  whose  security  was  not  gaa*^ 
ranteed  by  its  pbj/sical  positioo^  and  whose  relation 
with  its  neighbours  incessantly  menaced  its  tranqutU 
lity«  ought  to  be  governed  by  one  head.  Rome^  at 
its  birth  had  kings,  because  the  surrounding  states 
vrere  governed  by  kings.  Rome,  after  conqoerii^ 
her  neighbours,  expelled  the  kings  and  created  coih> 
8ul8«  When  her  power  had  gone  beyond  the  limits  ot 
ber  territories,  when  she  had  to  combat  nations  far  re* 
moved  from  the  centre  of  her  dominions,  even  the  ex« 
cessive  love  of  liberty,  could  not  prevent  the  ruia  of 
the  republic,  and  emperora  w«re  elevated  to  tfa^ 
throne.  Happy  would  have  been  that  great  nation,  if 
the  first  of  their  emperors  bad.  as  he  had  it  in  his 
power,  made  the  government  hereditary  in  his  family; 
The  scenes  which  covered  the  throne  with  blood,  the 
civil  wars  which  desolated  that  vast  empire,  and  pre^ 
cipitated  its  downfall,  would  not  have  sullied  the  page 
of  history  of  the  masters  of  the  world;  but  one  great 
error  led  to  dreadful  abuses.  On  the  ruins  of  the 
monarchy  destroyed,  an  attempt  was  made  to  substi* 
tute  a  monarchical  government.  France  must  have 
been  destroyed,  if  the  genius  of  Bonaparte  had  not. 
created  the  consulship,  to  precede  for  a  few  years  the 
creation  of  the  imperial  dimity.  He  was  called  to 
that  elevated  post  by  the  unanimous  wish^  and  that  wish 
was  the  first  sentiment  which  ought  to  give  rise  to  mi-^ 
litary  services.  He  bad,  as  consul,  the  power  of  per*" 
forming  vast  services,  and  all  the  world  had  seen  that 
be  bad  used  it  with  a  degree  of  success  of  which  no 
example  was  afibrded  in  the  history  of  the  universe: 
that  was  enough  for  his  own  glory^  but  it  was  not 
enough  for  the  happiness  of  France.  It  was  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  if  empires  prospered  under  * 
greait  man;  the  moment  which  deprived  them  of  bis 
services  menaced  them  with  some  dreadful  explosion, 
if  the  same  moment  did  not  supply  his  place  with  a 
successor.  It  was  then  that  ambition  became  in*- 
flamed>  and  long  before  ambition  prepared  in  secret 
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tbe  tneana  of  supplanting  rivals.  Long  disputes^  ^ue^ 
ceeded  by  civil  wars^  v^ill  agitate  the  minds  of  men# 
disturb  for  ages,  the  union  of  citizens,  and  tbe  peo* 
pie  are  often  so  unfortunate* as  not  to  see  who  is  the 
most  vrortby  amongst  the  rival  candidates  to  receive 
tiie  sceptre  of  v?hicn  death  has  bereaved  the  object  of 
their  regret.  .  What  then  could  prevent  these  dis^ 
asters  ?  A  constitutional  law  which  would  fix  the  line 
of  succession,  and  which  would  give  to  the  family  of 
the  chief  the  new  dynasty. 

Cortas  laboured  to  prove  that  the  motion  was 
founded  in  utility,  and  that  it  was  salutary  and  pa* 
triotic. 

Savie  RoUen  said  that  absolute  monarchy  was  the 
most  degrading  of  systems.  Monarchy  connected 
with  the  representative  system,  conciliated  political 
and  civil  liberty.  There  could  be  no  stability  in  go- 
vernment*  if  arbitrary,  but  if  founded  on  law,  it  was 
incorruptible.  Frederick  said,  that  laws  could  not 
succeed,  except  by  the  preservation  of  a  proper  equi- 
librium betvreen  the  powers  of  the  government  and  the 
liberty  of  the  people.  > 

The  sitting  concluded  with  the  motion  declaring  tbe 
discussion  to  be  closed,  and  that  a  report  should  be 
made  the  next  day  on  the  original  proposition.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  3d  of  May,  tbe  tribunate  having 
heard  the  report  of  the  special  commission,  it  was  de- 
creed as  follows:   * 

''  The  tribunate,  considering  that  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  revolution,  Vi^hen  the  national  will  had  aa 
opportunity  of  manifesting  itself  with  the  greatest 
freedom,  the  general  wish  was  declared  for  tbe  indi- 
vidual unity  of  the  supreme  power,  and  for  the  here* 
ditary  succession  of  that  power. 

"  That  the  family  of  the  Bourbons,  having  by 
their  conduct  rendered  the  hereditary  government 
odious  to  the  people,  forced  them  to  lose  sight  of  its 
advantages,  and  drove  the  nation  to  seek  for  a  happier 
destiny  in  a  democratical  form  of  government. 
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**  That  France  having  made  a  trial  of  different 
forms  of  government^  experienced  from  those  triab 
only  the  miseries  of  anarchy. 

''-  That  the  state  was  in  the  greatest  perils  when  Bo« 
na'parte,  brought  back  by  Providence,  suddenly  ap- 
peared  for  its  salvation. 

''  That,  under  the  government  of  a  single  indi-* 
vidual,  France  recovered  tranquillity  at  home,  and 
acquired  abroad  the  highest  degree  of  consideration 
and  glory.  • 

*'  That  the  plots  formed  by  the  bouse  of  Bourbon^ 
in  concert  with  a  ministry,  the  implacable  enemy  of 
France,  warned  France  of  the  dangers  which  threatens 
it,  if,  losing  Bonaparte,  she  continued  Exposed  to  the 
agitation  inseparable  from  election. 

'*  That  the  consulship  for  life,  and  the  power 
granted  to  the  first  consul,  of  appointing  his  succes- 
sor, are  not  adequate  to  the  preventing  intrigues  at 
tiome  or  abroad,  which  could  not  fail  to  be  formed 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  supreme  power. 

'^  That,  in  declaring  that  magistracy  hereditary, 
conformity  19  observed  at  once  to  the  practice  of  all 
great  states,  ancient  or  modern ;  and  to  the  first  wish 
of  the  nation,  expressed  in  1789. 

*^  That,  enlightened  and  supported  by  jthis  expe- 
Tience^  the  nation  now  returns  to  this  wish,  more 
strongly  than  ever,  and  expresses  it  on  all  sides. 

''  That  in  all  political  changes  it  has  been  usual  for 
nations  to  confer  the  supreme  power  on  those  to  whom 
they  owe  their  safety. 

''  That  when  France  demands  for  her  security  an 
hereditary  chief,  her  gratitude  and  affections  call  on 
Bonaparte. 

''  That  France  will  preserve  all  the  advantages  of 
the  revolution  by  the  choice  of  a  new  dynasty,  as 
much  interested  for  their  safety  as  the  old  one  would 
be  for  their  destruction. 

"  That  France  may  expect  from  the  family  of  Bo- 
naparte, more  than  from  any  other,  the  maintenance 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  who  chose 
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4hein,  ated  all  those  institutions  best  calculated  to  sup« 
port  them. 

**  That  there  is  no  title  more  suitable  to  the  glorjr  of 
.Bonaparte^  and  to  the  dignity  of  the  supreme  chief  of 
ihe  French  nation,  than  the  title  of  Emperor. 

*'  The  tribunate,  exercising  the  right  given  them  bj 
.the  twenty-ninth  article  of  the  constitution,  have  come 
to  the  following  vote: 

.  ''  That  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  the  first  consul,  be 
proclaimed  emperor  of  the  French,  and  in  that  eapa-* 
city  invested  with  the  government  of  the  French  re* 
public. 

<'  That  the  title  of  emperor  and  the  imperial  power 
be  made  hereditary  in  his  family  in  the  male  line,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  primogeniture* 

''  That  in  introducing  into  the  organization  of  the 
constituted  authorities  the  modification  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  the  establishment  of  hereditary  power,  the 
equality,  the  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  shaU 
be  preserved  in  all  their  integrity.'' 

The  foregoing  decree  having  been  put  to  the  vote 
l>v  the  president  of  the  tribunate,  it  was  carried  by  ac- 
defamation,  with  the  single  exception  of  Carnot,  aa 
above  mentioned.' 

As  we  have  given  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the 
^  speeches  delivered  in  the  tribunate  on  the  momentous 
question  of  the  elevation  of  Bonaparte  to  the  imperisl 
throne,  in  order  to  follow  up  the  subject  to  it»  close, 
we  sbs^Il  present  the  reader  with  some  extracts  from 
the  speech  of  Carion  Nisas  in  the  senate,  the  first  ora« 
tor  in  that  assembly,  who,  no  doubt,  bad  collected  all 
that  could  be  said  in  support  of  a  proposition  that 
formed  a  new  feature  in  the  history  ot  Europe,  and  as 
such  can  never  be  indifferent  to  those  who  make  his* 
tory  their  study. 

The  great  object  of  Carion  Nisas  appears  to  have 
been  an  attempt  to  refute  the  arguments  of  Carnoty 
who  still  had  the  courage  to  maintain  his  opinion. 
'<  Citizen  Carnot,''  said  Nisas,  ''  is  afraid  that  the 
nt^asures  proposed  amount  to  nothing  short  of  the 
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total  and  absolute  destruction  orthe  republic;  and  tbat 
those  who  support  them  have  either  the  intention^  or 
are  so  unfortunate,  as  to  give  up  the  country  to  the 
prey  of  a  despot.  What4  because  the  first  magistrate 
shall  be  called  emperor,  and  because  his  power  shall 
be  hereditary,  shall  we  have  no  law  or  a  social  com- 
pact? for,  according  to  his  opinion,  these  first  wants 
of  a  people  are  inconsistent  with  such  species  of  domi- 
nion, such  a  form  of  the  supreme  magistracy.  Thus 
thought  not  that  zealous  republican  J.  J.  Rousseau, 
who  has  formally  declared  that  every  legitimate  go- 
Ternment  (that  is,  a  government  founded  on  law,)  is  a 
republic.  Whatl  is  there  any  man  who  would  now 
talk  of  putting  men  above  law  ?  What  government 
is  more  legitimate  than  that  which  proposes,  organizes, 
and  accepts  itself;  which  is  consistent  with  the  liberty, 
the  maturity,  and  the  solemnity  which  preceded  it; 
which  inspired  the  measures  we  adopt,  and  which  pre*  - 
sides  over  their  discussion?  Citizen  Carnot  is  afraid 
of  beholding  the  return  of  the  ancient  monarchy  of 
France,  of  ^udal  and  proprietary  royalty.  Very  lit- 
tle reflection  is  necessary  to  shew,  that  betwixt  that 
species  of  royalty  and  that  which  we  now  propose, 
there  is  as  great  difference  as  betwixt  light  and  dark* 
ness.  Royalty  began  with  taking  possession  of  the 
land,  with  the  seizure  of  the  persons  who  inhabited  it; 
the  inhabitants  were  then  homines  potestates  adscrvpti 
glebce.  It  was  on  these  monstrous  fictions  that  the 
rights,  titles,  and  jus  of  the  government  of  royalty 
were  founded.  The  king  of  the  French,  such  as  the 
constituent  assembly  wifeh  to  appoint  him — the  emperor 
of  the  French,  such  as  we  now  wish  to  establish,  is 
neither  the  proprietor  of  the  soil  nor  of  those  that  in- 
habit it:  he  is  the  head  of  the  French  by  their  volun- 
tary choice;  his  dominion  is  moral,  and  no  servitude 
can  legally  proceed  from  such  a  system.  Citizen  Car- 
not seems  to  believe,  that  the  result  to  which  we  now 
direct  our  attention  has  been  long  before  hand  pre- 
pared by  the  first  consul,  with  aq  art  ^  skilful  as  a 
desire  constant  and  indefatigable.    On  the  contrary, 
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it  18  a  fact^  and  I  call  on  those  who  know  it-  best  to 
declare^  that  the  first  consul  was  the  last  to  enter  into 
this  sort  of  holj  conspiracy  in  favour  of  the  countrj, 
formed  on  the  9ih  of  November^ «by  a  small  number, 
among  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  one.     It  is  true 
that  the  object  was  at  first  concealed;  that  the  end  in 
Tiew  was  disclosed  with  a  certain  degree  of  address; 
and  that  the  precautions  necessary  to  secure  its  success 
were  also  adopted.     There  were  a  number  of  citizens* 
and  Carnot  was  one  of  them^  who^  full  of  revolution*- 
ary  prejudices  and  errors,  had  not  benefited  by  the  les- 
sons of  instruction  and  experience,  and  who  were  npt 
yet  capable  of  admitting  truth.     It  was  this  that  reo- 
dered  address  necessary  in  disclosing  the  light  to  a 
person  diseased,  who  has  been  long  deprived  of  it.  Id 
the  midst  of  this  activity  of  wise  opinions,  which  were 
advancing  to  improvement,  and  of  erroneous  notions, 
which  were  daily  dying  away,  the  first  consul  shewed 
a  resistance  and  a  reluctance,  as  seemed  for  a  long  time 
invincible  to  the  result  of  which  he  perceives  the  ne- 
cessity.    He  was,  however,  the  last  to  perceive  it;  and 
it  is  only  a  day  since  that,  compelled  by  the  public 
Toice,  you  see  him  publish  those  addresses  which  six 
months  ago  poured  on  him  from  all  parts  of  the  re- 
public, supported   by  tbe  warm  solicitations  of  the 
magistrates  and  public  functionaries,  which  he  has 
liitberto  suppressed.     The  alarms  created  by  the  at- 
tempts at  assassination  against  tbe  person  of  the  first 
consul,  by  tbe  prospect  of  the  frightful  evils  which 
would  have  followed  from  them,  had  they  taken  ef- 
fect, have  strengthened  every  resolution,  and  hastened 
every  measure.  The  first  consul  is  ambitious  of  glory, 
he  is  zealous  for  it;  but  it  is  proper  that  he  should 
consider  power  as  glory.     A  word  from  him,  a  single 
emotion  of  that  great  soul  which  he  could  disclose  to 
the  country,  will  render  that  truth  more  evident  than 
all  the  details  and  all  the  assertions  which  I  could  ad- 
duce.    One  day  the  first  consul  spoke  with  the  most 
profound  sensibility  of  the  miseries  of  tbe  revolution. 
Some  one  who  wished  to  waken  his  emotion  by  a  re- 
presentation 


Digitized  by 


GQOgle 


THB  WARS  MOM  THR  FEEKCH  ESVOLUTION.       m 


ppesentation  of  the  results  of  that  great  crisis,  and  in 
conclusioQ  said  to  him,  "  It  does  not  belong  to  ^ou, 
citizen  first  consul,  to  be  afflicted  at  the  revolution ) 
without  it  jou  would  never  have  been  elevated  to  tb« 
rank  which  you  now  hold,  and  you  would  never  havQ 
acquired  that  immense  glory  with  which  you  are  co<* 
vered."    "Well!"  exclaimed  Bonaparte,  "  would  to 
God  that  France  had  never  heard  of  me,  that  its  go-? 
vernment  had  never  been  guilty  of  such  errors,  and 
that  its  people  had  never  experienced  such  miseries/^ 
No!  the  man  whose  heart  gave  birth  to  such  expres* 
•ions,  sees  in  the  aggrandizement  of  his  power  only  tho 
increase  of  the  means  of  public  happiness.     He  seeks 
his  own  grandeur  only  in  the  glory  of  the  nation.'^ 
The  speaker  then  indulged  his  imagination  in  pour^ 
traying  Bonaparte  in  the  warmest  colours  as  a  stales^ 
man  and  a  soldier.     Having  finished  this  studied 
panegyric,  be  laboured  to  prove  that  the  unbridled 
conduct  of  the  Cassars,  and  the  disorders  of  the  Ro«> 
man  empire,  arose  from  that  power  not  being  beredi* 
tary.     This  led  Nisas  io  combat  Carnot's  objection  to 
the  hereditary  system.     He  confessed  that  that  species 
of  government  sometimes  made  nations  enter  into  Af^ 
mestic  interests,  and  enhance  family  quarrels.     That, 
no  doubt,  was  a  danger;  but  what  human  iostitutioa 
was  without  danger.     But  those  interests  bad  a*t  least 
some  reality,  some  utility  among  th$  people  at  large; 
and  that  danger  was  less  than  that  to  which  nations 
were  oileo  exposed  in  conseqqence  of  espousing  the 
quarrels  and  enlisting  themselves  on  the  side  of  the 
personal  passions,  quarrels,  or  interests  of  those  rulers 
ox  orators.     Pericles  was  not  an  hereditary  prince; 
but,  for  an  insult  offered  to  Aspasia,  the  Grecian  re- 
public was  set  tn  flames.    In  the  best  times  of  the  Ro* 
roan  republic,  espousing  sometimes  the  interest  of  a 
tribune,  and  at  another  that  of  some  other  factious 
party,  involved  the  senate  in  constant  alarm;  and  the 
senate  sacrificing  the  people  to  their  private  interesti 
and  private  quarrels,  embroiled  them  with  their  of- 
fending and  unoffending  neighbours.    The  pretext  for 

a  foreign 


Digitized  by 


Google 


l34         MEMOIRS  OF  mONAPARTE  AND  HISTORY  Of 

a  foreign  war  was  never  wanting  wlien  the  senate 
dreaded  the  approach  of  civil  broils^  and  the  blood  of 
the  people  continued  to  flow  with  respect  to  foreign 
powers.  Nisas  contended,  that  they  would  prefer  a 
government  analogous  to  their  own  to  one  that  was 
always  menacing,  because  the  principle  of  its  esta- 
blishment would  be  opposed,  and  consequently  inimi- 
cal. The  eternal  effervescence  of  popular  goveromeots^ 
a  prey  to  every  passion,  constantly  threatened  and  agi- 
tated the  interest  of  surrounding  states,  and  confounded 
all  the  relations  of  external  politics.  ''This,"  said  the 
tpeaker,  "  recalls  to  my  recollection  the  observation 
of  the  profound  and  prophetic  remark  of  M.  de 
Merce  Argenteau,  the  minister  of  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria, who,  about  the  time  of  the  great  revolutionary 
convulsions,  was  asked.  Whether,  if  he  thought  seri- 
ously that  with  German  arms  he  could  replace  the 
Bourbons  on  the  throne,  he  would  not  rather  leave 
the  republic  quiet  to  govern  itself,  as  those  then  in 
power  judged  most  expedient?  We  know  well  (an- 
swered this  wise  politician)  that  we  cannot  make 
France  accept  masters  whom  she  has  determined  not 
to  receive:  we  know  also,  that  raw  and  inexperienced 
as  her  armies  are,  they  will  more  than  once  beat  our 
troops,  and  cause  dreadful  loss.  We  will  support 
these  reverses,  and  we  will  continue  to  fight,  sometimes 
advancing  and  sometimes  retreating,  according  to  the 
irarieties  of  fortune.  At  the  end  of  some  years,  a  ge- 
neral or  a  politician  must  necessarily  arise  in  France, 
who  will  sei^e  on  the  government,  who  will  reduce 
every  thing  to  regular  order,  and  with  him  even  shall 
conclude  a  peace.  That  would  be  impossible  with  a 
revolutionary  species  of  government,  which  would  for 
ever  threaten  to  set  Europe  in  flames/' 

Car  not  said,  Nisas  proposes  to  us  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  United  States  of  America;  it  is  not  for 
the  first  time,  added  he,  that  this  example  has  been 
held  forth,  and  it  is  not  for  the  first  time  it  has  been 
combated.  After  the  shamefnl  and  perfidious  flight 
of  the  late  king  to  Yarennes,  Yadice  proposed  in  the 
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cODfttitutional  assembly  the  example  of  the  American 

fovefDmeoty  and  ioyited  that  assembly  to  give  to 
Vaoce  a  similar  coastitutioo.  Barrere  spoke  against 
tbat  proposition;  bis  arguments  and  his  words  on  that 
occasion  were  worthy  of  repetition;  tbey  were  as  fol* 

<  low:  ''  A  population  thinly  scattered  on  a^most  ex- 
tended soilj  a  new  people  on  a  new  land^  a  people 
whose  activity  will  for  a  long  period  be  satisfied  by 
numerous  and  easy  means  of  subsistence,  a  state  insiH 
lated  on  a  vast  hemisphere,  surrounded  by  imp^netra^ 
ble  forests  and  vast  seas,  can  never  be  brought  into 
comparison  with  a  people  encircled  by  enterprizing 
and  restless  nations,  itself  restless  and  enterprizing,  Hka 
all  those  populous  and  civilized  states  among  which 
the  means  of  provision  are  dear  and  scarce  in  propor<» 
tion  to  their  luxury  and  population/'    He  then  ad« 

jured  them  to  consider  what  Barrere  had  said,  and 
the  impression  which  it  made  on  the  constituent  as* 
•embly,  which  was  so  powerful,  that  not  a  word  more 
was  said  of  a  presidential  or  federal  government. 
V  This  speaker  was  followed  by  Jaid  Pauvilliers;  bis 
speech  consisted  chiefly  of  a  recapitulation  of  the  lead** 
ing  arguments  that  had  been  delivered  by  Curee,  and 
a&rwards  elucidated  and  enforced  by  his  colleagues. 
In  order  that  a  link  may  not  be  omitted  in  the  chaia 
of  this  extraordinary  and  almost  unexampled  pro^e* 
dure^  we  shall  insert  the  answer  of  the  vice-president 
of  the  senate  to  the  deputation  of  the  tribunes,  on  the 
18th  of  May,  18(H. 

''  Citizens  tribunes,  this  day  will  form  a  remarkable 
lera.  It  is  the  day  on  which  you  are  called,  for  the 
first  time,  to  exercise  with  the  conservative  senate  the 
republican  and  popular  privilege  which  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  constitution  have  delegated  to  you; 
You  could  not  exercise  this  prerogative  at  a  more  fa* 
vourable  moment,  or  apply  it  to  an  object  of  more 
importance  than  the  present.  Citizens  tribunes,  you 
express  to  the  trustees  of  the  national  rights  a  wish 
truly  nationaL  I  cannot  remove  the  veil  which  con* 
eealed  for  a  time  the  labours  of  the  senate  on  this  im* 
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portant  subject.  I  must  inform  you,  however^  io  tb# 
mean  tioie^  that  sioce  tbe  27th  of  March,  the  senate 
lias  directed  the  atteotion  of  the  first  magistrate  to  tbe 
Same  subject:  tbe  senate  bad  previously  sounded  tbe 
public  opinion,  and  bad  announced  it  to  tbe  govern- 
ment. But  you  will  prize  your  advantages  and  pri- 
vileges, when  you  observe  that  what  we  have  beea 
tbii&ing  of  in  silence  for  two  months,  tbe  peculiar  na- 
ture of  your  institution,  and  tbe  place  you  hold  in  tbe 
constttutiofi,  has  enabled  you  at  once  to  submit  to  dis* 
CBSsion  in  presence  of  tbe  people.  You  have  served 
at  once  tbe  people  and  the  government  by  disclosing 
and  enforcing  this  opinion,  pregnant  with  so  manj 
advantages,  and  at  first  secretly  cherished  in  the  bosom 
of  this  assembly,  where  you  have  now  so  gloriously 
Teported  it.  The  happy  developement  which  you 
have  given  this  great  idea,  procures  to  tbe  senate, 
which  opened  the  tribune  to  you,  the  satisfaction  of 
being  able  to  congratulate  themselves  on  their  choice, 
and  to  approve  what  they  have  done.  In  your  public 
apeeches  we  hfn'e  found  the  basis  of  our  opinions* 
Like  you,  citizens  tribunes,  we  do  not  wish  tbe  return 
of  tbe  Bourbons,  because  we  do  not  wish  a  counter- 
revolution, which  is  the  only  benefit  we  could  derive 
from  those  unfortunate  exiles,  who  have  carried  with 
them  despotism,  nobility,  feudfil  tyranny,  slavery,  and 
ignorance;  and  who,  still  to  augment  their  crimes, 
have  encouraged  the  hope,  that  a  return  to  France 
might  be  forced  by  tbe  way  of  England.  Like  yoih 
citizens  tribunes,  we  wish  to  raise  a  new  dynasty,  be- 
cause we  wish  to  secure  to  the  French  people  all  theif 
rights  which  they  have  re-conquered,  and  which  tbe 
folly  of  their  enemies  would  take  from  them.  Like 
you^  citizens  tribunes,  we  wish  liberty,  equality,  and 
knowledge^  may^o  longer  have  a  retrograde  motion. 
I  do  not  speak  of  the  great  man  called  up  by  bis  glory 
to  give  his  name  to  the  age  in  which  he  lives,  and  who 
ought  to  be  called  on  by  our  wishes  to  consecrate  to 
us  his  family  and  existence.  It  is  not  to  himself,  it  is 
not  to  UM,  that  he  ought  to  devote  himself.    What 
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^ou  propose  -with  the  ardour  of  enthusiasm^  the  senate 
will  consider  with  copl  deliberation.  Citizens  tribunes^ 
we  are  the  corobr-stone  of  the  social  edifice;  but  it  is 
the  government  and  hereditary  chief  that  must  consti- 
tute the  key-stone  of  the  arch.  You  repose  in  our 
bosom  the  wish  that  this  arch  may  be  at  last  consoli- 
dated. In  receiving  this  wish^  the  senate  does  not  for- 
get that  what  you  solicit  is  not  so  much  a  change  of 
the  state  of  the  republic  as  a  means,  of  perfecting  and 
establishing  it;  and  this  certainly  is  what  we  are  most 
interested  in.  In  this  national  temple  the  constitution 
ought  to  repose  in  some  measure  in  the  god  Terminus. 
If  we  are  induced  to  interfere  in  any  respect  with  the 
sacred  compact,  the  guardianship  of  which  is  entrusted 
to  us,  it  is  only  to  add  to  its  strength^  and  to  extend 
its  duration." 

On  the  19th  of  May,  the  Senatus  Consultum  finally 
adopted  the  decree  for  conferring  the  imperial  dignity 
on  Bonaparte,  ^he  senate,  accompanied  by  several 
bodies,  repaired  to  St.  Cloud,  and  being  admitted  to 
an  audience  of  the  newly-created  emperor,  the  consul 
Cambaceres,  after  a  long  address,  presented  the  act  of 
the  Senatus  Consultum,  which  abrogated  the  consular 
government,  and  formed  a  totally  new  constitution. 

This  act  contained  one  hundred  and  forty-three  ar- 
ticles, which  were  in  substance  as  follows : 

"  Napoleon  Bonaparte  is  declared  emperor  of  the 
French,  and  the  imperial  dignity  hereditary  in  the  le- 
gitimate descent,  from  male  to  male,  in  the  order  of 
primogeniture,  to  the  exclusion  of  females  and  their 
descent.  The  first  consul  may  adopt  the  children  or 
the  grand-children  of  his  brothers,  provided  they  have 
attained  the  age  pf  eighteen  years  complete,  and  he 
himself  have;  no  children.  Adoption,  however,  is  pro- 
hibited to  his  successors.  In  default  of  a  natural  heir 
of  the  first  consul,  or  of  an  adopted  heir,  the  empire 
will  be  transferred  to  Joseph  Bonaparte,  and  his  de- 
scendanta;  and  in  default  of  Joseph  and  his  descen-* 
dauts,  to.  Louis  and  his  descendants.  In  case  of  the 
failure  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  and  Louis  Bonaparte,  a 
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Senatus  Consultum^  proposed  to  the  senate  by  the  titii^ 
laries  of  the  great  diguitaries  of  the  empire,  aod  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  shall  appoint  an  emperor. 

«'  The  members  of  the  imperial  family  shall  bear  the 
title  of  French  princes.  The  eldest  son  of  the  empe* 
ror  shall  bear  the  title  of  imperial  prince.  A  French 
prince  who  shall  marry  without  permission  from  the 
emperor  shall  be  deprived  of  all  right  to  the  inheri* 
tance,  unless  he  shall  have  no  children  by  this  mar<- 
riage,  and  it  shall  be  afterwards  dissolved. 

''  The  brothers  of  Bonaparte  are  to  be  created 
French  princes.  Imperial  palaces  are  to  he  esta- 
blished in  four  principal  points  of  the  empire.  Fe- 
males are  in  all  cases  excluded  from  the  regency;  and 
the  reigning  emperor  may,  previous  to  his  death,  ap* 
point  a  regent  from  among  the  French  princes,  if  his 
heir-male  be  a  minor. 

'^  The  titularies  of  the  great  dignities  of  the  empire 
are,  the  great  elector,  the  arch-chancellor  of  the  em- 
pire, the  arch-treasurer,  the  constable,  and  tbe  high- 
admiral.  They  shall  be  nominated  by  tbe  emperor, 
and  they  shall  enjoy  the  same  honours  as  tbe  French 
princes,  and  rank  immediately  after  them.  Tbey  shall 
be  senators  and  counsellors  of  state,  and  shall  form  the 
great  council  of  the  emperor. 

'^  The  other  great  officers  are,  one  marshal  of  the 
empire,  chosen  from  amongst  the  most  distinguished 
generals;  twenty-eight  inspectors  and  colonels-gene- 
ral  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  the  marine;  three  great 
civil  officers  of  the  crown,  such  as  shall  be  instituted 
by  the  statutes  of  the  emperor.  The  laws  are  to  be 
thus  promulgated:  Napoleqn,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  republic,  emperor  of  the 
French,  &c,  &c." 

On  the  18th  of  May,  consul  Cambaceres,  the  presi* 
dent  presented  the  organic  Senatus  Consultum  to  Bo« 
naparte,  at  tbe  palace  of  St.  Cloud.  This  circum* 
stance  furnished  Cambaceres  with  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  newly- appointed  emperor  in  a  speech  ; 
and  as  it  turned  on  the  most  extraordinary  event  in 
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modern  times^  we  shall  lay  some  of  the  most  eloquent 
passages  of  it  before  the  reader. 

^'  Sire — The  decree  whfch  the  senate  has  passed, 
and  which  it  takes  the  earliest  opportunity  of  present- 
ing io  jour  imperial  majesty,  is  only  the  authentic  ex- 
pression of  a  will  already  manifested  by  the  nation. 
This  decree,  which  confers  on  you  a  new  title,  and 
which  after  you  secures  the  dignity  hereditary  to  your 
race,  adds  nothing  either  to  your  glory  or  your  rights. 
The  love  and  gratitude  of  the  French  people  have, 
for  four  years,  entrusted  to  your  majesty  the  reins  of' 
goyernment,  and  the  constitution  of  the  state  has  re* 
posed  in  you  the  choice  of  a  successor.  The  more 
august  denomination  decreed  to  you  is  (hen  only  a  tri- 
bute which  the  nation  pays  to  its  dignity,  and  to  the 
necessity  it  experiences  of  giving  you  daily  testimonies 
of  respect  and  attachment,  which  every  day  encrease. 

''  How  could  the  French  nation  find  bounds  to  its 
gratitude,  when  you  place  none  to  your  care  and  so- 
licitude for  it?  Preserving  the  remembrance  of  the 
evils  which  it  suflfered  when  abandoned  to  itself,  how 
could  they  reflect  without  enthusiasm  on  the  happi- 
ness, it  has  experienced  since  Providence  inspired  it 
with  the  idea  of  throwing  itself  into  your  arms !  Its 
armies  were  defeated;  its  finances  were  in  disorder; 
public  credit  was  annihilated;  factions  were  disputing 
for  the  remains  of  our  ancient  splendor;  every  idea  of 
morality,  and  even  of  religion,  was  obscured ;  the 
habit  of  giving  and  resuming  power  left  the  magis- 
trates without  consideration,  and  even  rendered  every 
kind  of  authority  odious.  Your  majesty  appeared: 
you  recalled  victory  to  our  standards;  you  established 
order  and  economy  in  the  public  expences.  The  na- 
tion, encouraged  by  the  use  made^  of  your  authority, 
resumed  confidence  in  its  own  resources;  your  wisdom 
allayed  the  rage  of  party;  religion  saw  her  altars 
raised;  ideas  of  justice  and  injustice  were  awakened  in 
the  minds  of  the  citizens,  when  they  saw  crimes  fol- 
lowed by  punishment,  and  virtue  signalized  and  re- 
warded with  honourable  distinctions.  In  the  last  place, 
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and  it  is  no  doubt  the  greatest  of  the  miracles  operated 
by  your  genius^  that  people^  whose  civileffervescence 
bad  rendered  them  impatient  of  every  restraint^  and 
hostile  to  every  authority^  were  by  your  means  made 
to  cherish  and  respect  a  power^  which  was  exercised 
only  for  their  glory  and  repose. 

*^  The  French  people  do  not  pretend  to  establish 
themselves  judges  of  the  constitution  of  other  states; 
they  have  no  critical  remarks  to  make ;  no  examples 
to  follow;  experience  in  future  will  become  their 
guide.  They  have  tasted  for  ages  the  advantage  of 
hereditary  power;  they  have  made  a  shorty  but  pain* 
ful  trial  of  the  contrary  system;  they  return  by  the 
effect  of  free  and  mature  deliberation  to  a  path  suited 
to  their  genius.  They  make  a  free  use  of  their  rights, 
to  delegate  to  your  imperial  majesty  a  povrer  which 
your  interest  forbids  you  to  exercise  by  yourself. 
They  stipulate  for  future  generations^  and  by  a  so- 
lemn compact  entrust  to  the  offspring  of  yourrace;. 
the  happiness  of  their  posterity.  The  former  will 
imitate  your  virtues,  the  latter  will  inherit  our  love 
and  fidelity.  Happy  the  nation,  which,  after  so  much 
trouble  and  uncertainty,  finds  in  its  bosom  a  man 
worthy  of  appeasing  the  tempest  of  the  passions,  of 
conciliating  all  interests,  and  uniting  all  voices! 
Happy  the  prince  who  holds  his  power  by  the  will,  the 
confidence,  and  affection,  of  the  citizens ! 

'^  If  it  be  in  the  principles  of  our  constitution  (al-^ 
ready  several  examples  of  this  kind  have  been  given) 
to  submit  to  the  sanction  of  the  people  that  part  of 
the  decree  which  concerns  the  establishment  of  our 
hereditary  government,  the  senate  have  thought  that 
it  ought  to  entreat  your  imperial  majesty  to  consent 
that  the  organic  dispositions  should  be  immediately 
carried  into  execution;  and  tfiat,  for  the  glory,  aA 
well  as  the  happiness  of  the  republic.  Napoleon  be 
immediately  proclaimed  Emperor  of  the  French." 

The  emperor  replied  in  the  following  words: 

"  Every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  country  is  essentially  connected  with  my  happiness. 
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I  accept  the  title  which  you  think  necessary  to  the 
^ory  of  the  nation.  I  submit  to  the  sanction  of  the 
people  the  law  of  hereditaments.  I  hope  France  will 
never  repent  of  having  surrounded  my  family  with 
honours.  In  all  cases^  my  spirit  will  cease  to  be  pre- 
sent with  my  posterity^  the  day  on  which  it  shall 
cease  to  deserve  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  great 
nation." 

The  senate  being  then  admitted  to  an  audience  with 
)ier  majesty,  the  empress^  Cambaceres^  the  president 
spoke  as  follows: 

"  Madame:  Wehavejust  presented  to  your  august 
spouse  the  decree  which  confers  on  him  the  title  of 
Emperor,  which  establishes  the  government  here- 
ditary in  his  family,  and  associates  future  generations 
in  the  happiness  of  the  present  race.  A  very  agree- 
able duty  remains  to  be  performed  by  the  senate^  that 
of  offering  to  your  imperial  majesty  the  homage  of 
](s  respect^  and  an  expression  of  the  gratitude  of  the 
French.  Yes^  madame,  fame  proclaims  the  good 
which  you,  are  continually  doing;  it  says,  that>  being 
always  accessible  to^the  unfortunate,  you  employ  your 
influence  with  the  chief  of  the  state  only  to  relieve 
distress;  and  that,  to  the  pleasure  of  obliging,  your 
fnajesty  adds  that  amiable  delicacy  which  renders  grar 
titilde  sweeter,  and  the  kindness  more  valuable.  This 
(disposition  presages  that  the  name  of  the  Empress  Jo- 
sephina  will  be  the  signal  of  consolation  and  hope;  and 
as  the  virtues  of  Napoleon  will  always  serve  as  an  ex- 
ample to  his  successors,  to  teach  them  the  art  of  go- 
verning nations,  the  living  remembrance  of  your  good- 
ness will  teach  their  august  consorts,  that  the  care  of 
drying  up  tears  is  the  most  effectual  means  of  preserv- 
ing an  empire  over  all  hearts. 

'^  The  senate  thinks  itself  happy  in  the  opportunity 
of  being  the  first  to  salute  you  Empress;  and  be  who 
has  the  honour  of  being  its  organ,  takes  the  liberty  to 
hope  that  you  will  deign  to  reckon  him  among  the 
number  of  your  most  faithful  servants." 
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The  Organic  Seoatus  Consultom  was  (beo  pro* 
claimed  bj  the  emperor^  and  published  in  Paris  the 
following  daj  at  noon. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  EMPIRE^  UNDER  NAPOLEON  I. 

NAPOLEON  Bonaparte  being  now  appointed 
emperor  of  the  French^  the  first  exercise  of  the 
imperial  authority  was  the  nomination  of  bis  highness 
prince  Joseph  Bonaparte  to  the  dignity  of  grand 
elector;  bis  highness  prince  Louis  Bonaparte  to  that 
of  cofistable  of  France;  consul  Cambaceres  to  be 
urch'Chancellor  of  the  empi7'e;  consul  Lebrun  to  be 
arch-treasurer.  These  persons  then  took  the  pre- 
scribed oatbs^  in  presence  of  the  emperor.  The  arch* 
chancellor  then  presented  the  ministers  and  the  secre- 
tary of  state^  who  likewise  took  the  oaths.  The  con- 
stable presented  generals  d'Avoust  and  Bessieres.  Ge- 
neral Murat^  governor  of  Paris^  was  also  presented ; 
and  general  Duroc,  who  took  the  oaths,  as  governor 
of  the  imperial  palace. 

It  was  likewise  ordered  that  the  French  princes  and 
princesses  should  be  addressed  by  the  title  of  their  im^ 
jperial  highnesses,  and  the  sisters  of  the  emperor  are  of 
that  number.  The  great  oflSicers  of  the  empire  re- 
ceived the  title  of  serene  highness ;  and  they,  as  well 
as  the  princes,  are  to  be  addressed  monseigneur.  The 
secretary  of  state  and  the  ministers  shall  have  the  titles 
of  their  excellencies.  The  functionaries  of  the  de- 
partments, and  those  who  present  petitions,  are  to 
address  then\  by  the  title  of  monseigneur.  The  pre- 
sident of  the  senate  shall  have  the  title  of  excellency* 
And  the  mareschals  of  the  empire,  when  addressed  in 
writing,  are  to  have  the  title  of  monseigneur. 

Authority  was  given  to  Bonaparte,    provided  be 
have  no  male  issue,  to  adopt  an  heir  from  amongst 
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the  children  and  grand  children  of  bis  brothers,  pro* 
vided  they  have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years^ 
On  the  failure  of  this  limitation  the  imperial  dignity 
is  to  devolve  first  to  Joseph  Bonaparte  and  bis  mafe 
issue;  and,  on  failure  of  those,  to  Loqis  Bonaparte 
and  his  male  issue;  and  finally,  on  failure  of  those 
branches,  an  emperor  is  to  be  nominated  by  the  senate. 
The  members  of  the  imperial  fanvily^  in  the  order  of 
inheritance,  shall  bear  the  title  of  prince,  and  the 
eldest  son  of  the  emperor  that  of  imperial  prince. 
The  education  of  those  princes  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  senate,  and  they  are  prohibited  from  mar- 
rying without  the  consent  of  the  emperor.  Any  mar- 
riage so  contracted  incurs  the  privation  of  the  right 
of  inheritaQce,  both  of  the  individuals  and  their  de- 
scendants. The  minority. of  a  young  emperor  to  cease 
at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Until  he  arrives  at  that  age^ 
his  functions  shall  be  administered  by  a  regent,  the 
rules  for  whose  appointment  are  prescribed,  and  hu 
powers  limited,  from  which  office  females  are  ex« 
eluded. 

On  the  SOth  of  May,  the  generals  Berthier,  Murat^ 
Moncey,  Jourdan,  Massena,  Augereau,  Bernadotte, 
Soult,  Brune,  Lasnes,  Mortier,  Ney,  d'Avoust,  Bes- 
sieres,  Kellerman,  Lefevre,  Perignon,  and  Serrurier, 
were  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mareschals  of  the 
empire. 

Bonaparte  then  notified  his  elevation  to  the  bishops 
Hf  Prance;  and  a  circular  letter  was  addressed  to 
them,    on  the  same  occasion,    by  cardinal  Caprara^ 
legate  d  latere,  resident  in  Prance^  which  was  thus: 
'*  My  Lord, 

''  Napoleon  Bonaparte  having 'been  appointed  em- 
peror of  the  Prench,  you  are  to  make  use  of  the 
following  prayer: — '  O  Lord  preserve  our  emperor 
Napoleon,'  instead  of  that  which  was  ordained  by  the 
concordat  passed  between  the  holy  apostolic  chair  and 
the  government  of  France.  After  this  the  following 
prayer  may  be  recited,  as  it  has  already  been  used  in 
the  imperial  chapel:   ^O  God,  the  protector  of  all 
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kiDgdoms,  and  especially  of  the  French  empire,  grant 
unto  tby  servant  Napoleon,  our  emperor^  that  he 
may  know  and  further  the  wonders  of  thy  power,  to 
the  end  that  he  whom  thou  hast  appointed  our  sove* 
vei^n,  may  be  always  powerful  through  thy  grace/' 

On  the  28th  of  May,  this  event  was  officially  an* 
Bounced  by  the  French  charge  d'affaires  to  the  diet  of 
Ratisbon,  and  a  similar  notification  was  made  ta  the 
several  foreign  courts;  and  regulations  for  the  coro- 
Bation  were  laid  down  by  an  imperial  decree,  dated 
from  the  palace  of  St  Cloud,  July  9lh*  This  cere- 
mony was  then  appointed  to  take  place  in  the  raooth 
of  November  following  (the  l^h  Brumaire),  nod 
the  public  functionaries  from  the  several  departments^ 
together  with  detachments  from  the  different  military 
corps,  were  summoned  to  attend  at  Paris  on  the  oc* 
casion. 

Whilst  the  French  government  was  thus  anxiously 
engaged  in  making  arrangements  for  placing  thecrowo 
4>f  France  on  the  head  of  Bonaparte,  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburgh  presented,  on  the  26th  of  May,  by 
M.  Oubrii,  the  Russian  charge  d'aflkires  at  Paris,  the 
following  note: — ^'  The  undersigned  has  been  ordered 
to  declare^  by  his  imperial  majesty  the  emperor  of  all 
the  Russias,  that  he  cannot  prolong  his  stay  at  Paris^ 
^unless  the  foUowiog  demands  be  complied  with. 
1st,  That  conformably  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  articles 
of  the  secret  convention  of  the  11th  of  OctobeTj  1801, 
the.  French  government  shall  cause  its  troops  to  evd^ 
cuate  the  kingdom  of  Naples;  and,  when  that  is 
done,  that  it  shall  engage  to  respect  the  neutrality  o€ 
that  kingdom,  during  the  present  and  any  future  war. 
2dly,  That  in  conformity  to  the  second  article  of  the 
said  convention,  the  French  government  shall  promise 
to  establish  immediately  some  principle  of  concert 
with  his  imperial  majesty,  for  regulating  the  basis 
upon  which  the  affairs  of  Italy  shall  be  finally  ad- 
justed, iirdly.  That  it  shall  engage^  in  conformity  to 
the  sixth  article  of  the  convention  aforesaid>  and  the 
promises  so  repeatedly  given  to  Russia^  to  iodemnilj^ 
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iKTitboat  de1aj>  the  king  of  Sardioia  for  the  losses  be 
bad  sustained.  4thly«  That>  in  virtue  of  tbe  obliga*:- 
tions  of  mutual  guarantee  and  mediation,  the  French 
government  shall  promise  immediatelj  to  evacuatej 
and  withdraw  its  troops  from^  the  north  of  Germany^ 
and  enter  into  an  engagement  to  respect,  in  the 
strictest  manner,  the  neutrality  of  the  Germanic  body. 
The  undersigned  has  to  add,  that  he  has  received  or-;> 
ders  from  his  government  to  demand  a  categorical 
answer  to  these  four  {Joints." 

This  note  produced  a  reply  frotn  the  French  go* 
vernment,  dated  the  29th  of  July  following.     It  is 
therein  asserted,  ''that  France, is  justified  in  reproach- 
ing Russia  with  having  neglected  to  perform  her  en- 
gagementSy  contracted  by  the  secret  convention  of  the 
1 1  tb  Vendemaire,   year  10,    by  having  changed  the 
government  of  the  Se^en  Islands,  without  any  concert 
or  communication  with  France;  and  of  having  as- 
sembled large  bodies  of  troops  at  Corfu;  of  having 
patronized  the  emigrants,  and  their  projects  against 
France — of  having  even  placed*  herself  iua  posturcf 
of  direct  defiance  to   France,  by  ordering  a  court 
mourning,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  an 
agent,  in  the  pay  of  England,  engaged  in  a  criminal 
design  against  France,  after  this  traitor  had  been  con- 
demned by   the  just  decision   of  a  tribunal  of  th6 
French  government,  and  bad  been  executed  in  pursu- 
SBce  of  his  sentence.     That  Russia  must  fulfil  the 
stipulations  by  which    both    powers  were  mutually 
bound,  before  she  could  expect  France  to  comply 
with  them  on  her  part.     That  the  language  of  Russia 
was  that  of  a  conqueror  to  the  vanquished.     It  were 
to  suppose  that  France  could  be  intimidated  by  me- 
naces.   The  history  of  the  war  which  preceded  the 
peace  with  Russia,  pro.ves  that  that  power  had  no 
jDore  right  than  any  other,  to  assume  a  haughty  tone 
towards  France.     But  if,  notwithstanding  ail  the  so- 
licitude of  the  emperor  of  the  French,  to  maintain 
the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  between  the  twp 
countries,    the  emperor  of   Russia  should  join  his 
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ttrnlite  to  itioie  of  flnglaiid^  the  emperor  of  the 
Frencb,  trith  the  sssi^taoce  of  God  and  his  aroi^ 
W^6  Ddt  in  a  iitaatioti  to  fear  any  ntftn/' 

This  correspondence  was  doted  by  a  hote>  dated  the 
t^tfa  of  August^  1804,  presented  to  the  French  mi* 
Diste^  for  foreign  Affairs^  by  M.  Oubril.  The  allqe^a^ 
tions  contained  in  the  former  Russian  note  were  for-^ 
cibly  recapitulated;  the  recriminations  made  by  the 
French  gOTcrnment  were  repelled;  and  the  corre-** 
spondence  concluded  by  M.  Oubril  demanding  tiic 
iiece^sary  passports  for  his  departure  from  France* 
In  the  mean  time  a  vigorous  protest^  dated  27th  July; 
^as  tnade  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Sweden  against 
Ihe  conduct  of  France^  in  violating;  the  neutrality  of 
Ihe  German  empire^  by  the  seicure  of  the  due 
d'Enghien. 

The  period  appointed  for  the  coronation  of  Bo^ 
haparte  Approached.  The  preparations  for  that  ce«* 
remony  were  framed  upon  an  immense  scaler  and  to 
jgive  it  the  greater  solemnity  and  religious  distinctroq, 
the  pope  was  siimlDoned  to  Paris,  to  place  the  imperfal 
trown  upon  his  head.  The  holy  pontiff^  on  the  29th 
of  October,  previously  to  his  departure  from  Ronn^ 
nddressed  an  allocution  to  a  consistoryj  wherein  he 
extols  the  merits  of  Bonaparte>  for  having  by  the 
"  Concordat''  restored  the  catholic  religion  over  his 
vast  and  populous  territory.  '<  The  same  most  pow- 
erful prince,  (continues  his  holiness,)  our  dearest  son 
in  Christ,  Napoleon  eiooperor  of  the  French,  ^ho  hai 
so  well  deser^'ed  of  the  catholic  religion  for  what  bt 
Iras  done,  has  signified  to  us  his  strong  desire  to  be 
anointed  with  the  holy  unction,  and  to  receive  the  im^ 
perial  cro^m  frdm  us,  to  the  end  that  the  solemn 
rites  which  are  to  place  hitti  in  the  highest  rank>  ahaM 
be  rtrongljr  impressed  vHth  the  character  of  leligiMi, 
and  call  down  more  eSectuallj  the  benodictiw  of 
heaven." 

On  the  19ih  of  November,  Bonaparte,  attended  by 
A  numerous  military  escort,  and  followed  by  an  iai'- 
menfte  train  of  equipages,  as  brilliant  aaeould  be  fta^ 
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cured,  filled  with  persons  of  the  highest  rank  iotlie 
govermnent,  aceotupanied  by  the  pope>  proceeded 
through  streets  strewed  with  sand>  aod  lined  bj  a  pro- 
digious concourse  of  curious  spectators,  to  the  ca** 
thedral  church  of  ''  Notre  Dame/'  which  edifice  WM 
decorated,  fbl*  the  occasion,  both  within  and  withoq^ 
trith  all  the  sumptuousness  that  French  ingenuitji 
could  devise.  There  his  holiness  performed  a  f oleaiii 
service,  anointed  the  emperor  with  the  sacred  unetiopi 
.  but  did  not  place  the  crown  upon  his  majesty's  bend. 
To  this  ceremony,  in  the  evening,  succeeded  playft 
pantomimes,  singing,  music,  dancing,  fire-works,  illu- 
minations, fountains  flowing  with  wine;  in  ihortj 
every  thifig  that  could  amuse  a  giddy,  incoQ«id(eir(i(4 
populace.  Impartial  persons,  however,  who  were  eye- 
witnesses  of  this  exhibition,  pretend  that  it  was  far 
from  exciting  that  degree  of  enthusiasm  which  sq 
shining  and  costly  a  spectacle  tnight  be  expecti^  tp 
produce  on  a  people  who,  more  than  any  other,  de? 
light  in  public  shows:  that  none  seemed  to  take  a  sin* 
cere  interest  in  it,  but  those  in.  power,  or  who  were 
immediately  benefitted  by  the  existing  order  of  tbjiigs; 
and  that  the  lowest  classes  made  merry,  and  daqced^ 
apparently  from  no  other  motive,  than  because  they 
found  themselves  supplied,  free  of  expence,  witb  this 
means  of  indulging  in  their  favourite  recreations* 

To  put  the  seal  to  this  transaction,  and  to  ^amp  it 
with  still  greater  weight,  the  conservative  senate,  in 
pursuance  of  a  former  resolution,  presented  theipr 
selves  in  a  body,  on  die  Ist  of  December,  at  the  pa* 
lace  of  the  Thuilleries,  and  their  president*  Fran9oili 
^e  Neufchsteau,  addressed  the  emperor  it)  the  foU^vrr 
in^  complimentary  oration: 

^'  Sire, — ^The  irst  attribute  of  the  sovereign  p^wftt 
of  a  people  is  the  right  of  suffrage  specially  applied 
to  fundamental  laws.  It  is  this  that  constitutes  neial 
citizens.  Never  has  this  right  been  more  free*  moiia 
independent,  more  certain,  nor  more  l^ally  exercised 
by  any  people,  than  it  has  been  amongst  us  since  tka 
li«ppy  9th  ot  N^venMber,  ( 18  Bruoiaire. }    One  pie* 
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biscitum  placed  the  reins  of  governmeiit  in  jonfi 
bands  for  ten  years ;  a  second  entrusted  tbeai  to  yon 
for  life.  The  French  people  has  now  again,  for  the 
third  time,  expressed  its  will.  Three  tnillions  five 
hundred  thousand  men,  dispersed  over  the  surface  of 
an  immense 'territory,  have  simultaneously  voted  the 
empire  hereditary  in  your  majesty's  august  family. 
Their  aets  of  suffrage  are  contained  in  sixty  tboosand 
registerjs,  which  have  been  verified  and  scrupulously 
examined.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  either  re<<> 
specting  the  state,  or  the  number  of  those  who  have 
put  forth  their  voice,  neither  as  to  the  right  of  each 
to  give  his  Vote,  nor  as  to  the  result  of  this  universal 
suffrage.  Thus,  then,  the  senate  and  people  of 
France  unanimously  agree  that  the  blood  of  Bona-* 
parte  shall  henceforth  be  the  imperial  blood  of 
France;  and  that  the  new  throne  raised  for  Napo- 
leon, and  rendered  illustrious  by  him«  shall  never 
cease  to  be  possessed  either  by  the  descendants  of  your 
majesty,  or  by  those  of  the  princes,  your  brothers. — 
This  -last  testimony  of  the  confidence  of  the  people^ 
and  of  their  just  gratitude,  ought  to  be  flattering  to 
your  imperial  majesty's  heart.  It  is  glorious  for  a 
knan,  who  has  devoted  himself,  as  you  have  done,  to 
the  welfare  of  his  peers,  to  lesvro  that  his  name  alone 
is  sufllcient  to  unite  such  a  vast  number  of  men.  lo 
this  instance,  sire,  the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  Vbice 
of  God.  No  government  can  be  foutided  on  a  more 
indisputable  title.  •  The  senate,  the  depository  .of  this 
title,  has  passed  a  resolution  to  present  itself  in  a 
body  before  your  imperial  majesty.  It  comes  to  dis* 
play  the  joy  with  which  it  is  penetrated,  to  offer  you 
{he  unfeigned  tribute  of  its  felicitations^  of  its  rer 
spect;  of  its  love,  and  to  applaud  itself  for  the  object 
of  tMtf  proceeding,  inasmuch  as  that  consummates 
what  it  expected  from  your  foresight,  to  ti^oquillize 
the  uneasiness  of  all  good  FreneluneB>  and  to  coa- 
^uct  into  port  the  bark  of  the  republic.  Yes,  we^ 
pf  the  republic !  This  word  might  wound  the  ears  of 
an  ordinary  moDarch.    Here  Reword  is  iaits  proper 
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pbce  before  him, .whose  geoius  has  enabled  us  to 
enjoj  the  thii^  iq  the  sen^  in  which  it  can  exist 
amongst  a  great  people;  yoi^  have  done  iQore  than 
extending  tbe  liaaits  of  the  republic,  for  jouhatq 
established  it  on  a  solid  base.  Thanks  to  the  em-* 
peror  of  tbe  French,  tbe  conservative  principles  of 
the  interest  of  all,  have  been  introduced  into  the  go<« 
veroflieat  of.  one,  and  tbe  strength  of  a  monarcny 
founded  in  ^  republic.  .  For  forty  centuries  past,  the 
question,  •  ^hicb.  form  of  government  is  best,  has 
been  agitated ;  for  fortj  centuries  past  tbe  monarchical 
form  of  government  has  been  considered  as  the  ch^ 
d'd^uvre  of  political  wisdom,  and  tbe  sole  secure  bar* 
hour  of  the  human  race.  But  there  was  one  thing 
wanted,  to  unite,  without  risque,  the  elements  of 
liberty  to  its  unity  of  power,  and  tbe  certainty  of 
its  succession.  This  improvement  in  the  act  of  go- 
verning, is  an  advance  which  Napoleon  at  this  mo- 
ment  produces  in  the  social  science.  He  has  laid  tbe 
foundation  of  representative  states;  he  has  not  coo- 
^ned  bis  views  to  their  present  existence;  he  has  im- 
planted in  them  the  seeds  of  their  future  perfection. 
Whatever  is  wanted  to  their  completion  at  first,  will  ^ 
grow  out  of  their  own  progress.  It  is  the  honour  of 
the  present  age;  the  hope  and  the  model  of  future 
ages.  Sire,  the  first  rank  amongst  the  greatest  mea 
that  have  done  honour  to  the  earth,  is  reserved  for 
the  founders  of  empires.  Those,  who  have  ruined 
them,  have  enjoyed  but  a  fatal  glory;  those  who 
have  sufiered  them  to  fall  to  ruin,  are  every  where 
objects  of  reproach.  Honour  to  those  who  raise 
them !  They .  are  not  only  the  creators  of  nations^ 
but  they  secure  their  continuance  by  laws  which  ber 
come  the  inheritance  of  futurity.  We  owe  this  trea- 
sure to  your  imperial  majesty;  and  France  proper*^ 
tions  the  measure  of  those  thanks,  which  the  conserr 
native  senate  now  presents  to  you  in  its  nan^e,  to  the  ' 
maf^nitude  of  this  blessing.  If  a  pure  republic  had 
|l)een  possible  in  France,  we  cannot  doubt  that  you 
iroMl4  have  vfisbed  to  have  bad  the  honour  of  esta- 
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blisbiDj^it;  and  if  it  were  poHtblej  we  dhduld  Mver 
be  exonerated  from  the  guilt  of  not  having  proposed 
it  to  a  man  having  power  sufficient  to  realiaie  the  idea 
of  it;  personaHy  great  euough  not  to  need  a  sceptre^ 
and  generous  enough  to  sacrifiee  his  own  interests  to 
the  interests  of  his  country.  Though,  like  Ljcurgus^ 
you  should  bave  to  banisn  yourself  frons  that  country 
which  you  would  have  organized,  you  would  not  have 
hesitated.  Your  profound  meditations  have  been  more 
than  once  directed  to  this  great  problem;  but  this 

Sroblem  was  not  to  be  solved  even  by  your  genius, 
up^rficial  minds,  struck  with  the  ascendancy  which 
so  much  success  and  glory  so  happily  acquired  for 
you  over  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  have  fancied  that 
you  had  it  in  your  power  to  give  it  at  discretion  a  po- 
pular government  or  a  monarchical  regime.  There 
was  no  medium:  not  a  soul  wished  for  aristocracy  in 
France.  But  the  legislature  ought  to  take  men  such 
as  they  are,  and  to  give  them,  not  the  most  perfect 
laws  that  could  bie  devised,  but,  like  Solon,  the  best 
they  can  bear.  Though  the  chissel  of  a  great  artist 
forms  at  pleasure  out  of  a  block  of  marbJe  either  a 
tripod  or  a  god,  the  body  of  a  nation  cannot  be  model- 
led of  the  same  principle.  It  is  true.  Sire,  that  your 
life  is  a  tissue  of  prodigies ;  but  though  you  might 
have  bent  the  nature  of  things  and  the  character  of 
men  to  such  a  pitch,  as  to  cast  the  masses  of  France 
at  once  into  the  mould  of  democracy,  this  wonder 
would  have  been  but  a  transient  illusion.  Should  w6 
have  concurred  in  it,  we  should  only  have  forged 
chains  for  our  posterity.  When  our  representatives, 
placed  on  the  ruins  of  tbe  throne,  believed  they  could 
establish  a  republic,  their  intentions  were  pure :  before 
sad  experience  released  them  from  the  enchantment^ 
they  sincerely  worshipped  that  delusive  phantom  which 
they  took  for  equality.  We  can  speak  of  an  error  by 
which  we  had  been  dazzled  for  a  moment.  Alast 
who  could  avoid  it?  Tbs  popular  torrent  hurried 
along  the  most  indifferent  in  spite  of  themselves.  It 
is  said^  that  the  aneient  Persiras^  ia  order  to  cooviBce 
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the  people  of  the  terrible  danger  of  an  abuse  of  liber* 
ty,  uded  to  employ  a  very  ejitraordtnary  custom :  they 
tised  to  iDo<;u)ate  tbeinseWes  for  a  short  time  ^ith  the 
plague  of  political  bodies.  Whed  any  of  their  kiogi 
died^  five  days  t^ere  spent  id  aoarohy^  without  autbo* 
rity  or  laws.  Licentiousness  was  neither  restrained 
then  nor  punished  afterwards;  they  were  five  days 
given  up  to  the  spirit  of  vengeance^  to  excess^  to  vio* 
lencej  id  a  word,  they  were  five  days  of  r«volutioD« 
This  proof,  it  is  said,  used  to  make  the  people  return 
with  much  joy  to  submiaiod  to  their  prince.  After 
fluetuation  more  terrible  than  those  of  a  troubled  sea» 
it  was  thought  that  an  infallible  remedy  had  been  Ak^ 
covered  for  popular  convulsions  in  a  polygnrchy.  The 
depositing  of  authority  id  the  hands  of  mady,  was  bet- 
ter than  the  absence  or  the  dispersion  of  this  autho«* 
dty;  but  difiering  spirits  and  opposite  wills  could  not 
be  included  in  the  same  body,  as  the  Manicheans  used 
to  place  two  contrary  principles  at  the  head  of  the 
universe.  The  struggle  between  these  two  principles 
would  have  annihilated  FrancOi  if  the  course  that  hat 
been  taken  had  not  been  adopted>  to  return  to  a  more 
eoucentrated  power.  ^ 

"  This  it  is  that,  has  consecrated  to  eternity  the 
epoch  of  the  9th  of  November.  It  is  this^.  Sire,  that 
brings  back  and  attaches  to  you  such  of  the  republic- 
^am  whose  patriotism  was  most  fervent  and  aealous. 
Thev  vrere  confirmed  in  their  hatred  against  the  throne 
by  their  attachments  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  and 
the  ardent  desire  of  the  public  good«  Their  ideas 
have,  been  realized  only  by  your  government.  Out  of 
conceit  with  their  chimera,  and  brought  back  by  yoia 
.  to  the  reality,  they  are  well  convinced  that  it  was  im-- 
possible  to  think  seriously  to  establish  a  republic  pror 
perly  so  called,  amongst  a  people  attached  to  monai^ 
chy  by  their  wants,  by  instinct,  and  by  the  force  of  a 
habit  which  nothing  can  overcome.  Yes,  Sire^  on 
this  point  there  is  but  one  sentiment.  Yet  the  go- 
vernment of  a  single  person  is  to  so  vast  a  country 
"Vrfaat  the  statue  of  PaHas  was  formerly  t«  the  Trojans; 
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bj  beiDg  deprived  of  it  their  ruio  was  accelerated :--« 
but  still  this  is  not  enough.  The  unity  of  the  empire 
is^  like  the  bundle  of  twigs,  the  aggregate  of  its  power; 
but»  like  the  twigs  of  the  united  bundle,  the  parts 
would  soon  he  disunited  and  broken,  if  the  hereditary' 
•UGcessioo  to  the  aggregate  did  not  secure  the  tie*  An 
order  of  succession,  previously  determined,  is  the 
firmest  support  of  a  monarchical  government.  So^  by 
the  election  even  which  made  you  emperor,  the  senate 
and  the  people  have  deprived  themselves  of  the  right 
of  electing  in  future,  as  long  as  those  glorious  lives 
ahall  subsist  to  which  they  transfer  theexclusive  right 
to  the  empire.  It  is  a  great  deposit  of  trusty  coose* 
crated  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  necessity  of  which 
bas  been  felt  by  the  nation  in  order  to  relieve  itself 
from  guarding  against  any  omission,  or  the  apprehen- 
sion of  troubles  in  this  delegation  of  its  supreme  power. 
Amongst  the  happy  results  of  the  law  of  succession, 
such  as  the  French  have  last  adopted,  the  sagacity  of 
the  great  people  has  distinguished  two  principal  ad- 
i^aotages;  first.  That  a  dynasty  raised  by  liberty  will 
be  faithful  to  its  principle:  there  is  no  instance  of  a 
river  flowing  back  to  its  source.  Besides,  a  new  source 
of  stability  for  public  credit,  both  internally  and  ex- 
ternally, is  to  be  expected  from  a  continued  tradition 
in  this  paternal  and  perpetual  government*  Amongst 
foreign  nations  also,  upon  how  much  more  solid  a 
base  will  our  alliances  be  supported  ?  It  is  a  commu- 
nity of  interests  that  constitutes  all  the  bonds  of  this 
world.  The  friends  of  France  being  able  to  rely  on 
her,  she  can  rely  on  them,  and  this  proud  country,  re- 
instated in  Europe  in  the  rank  from  which  weakness 
had  suffered  her  to  fall,  will  henceforth  have  it  in  its 
power  to  exercise  a  permanent  influence  on  the  repose 
of  the  nations  and  on  the  peace  of  the  continent.  As 
to  our  enemies,  if  they  persist  in  being  so,  their  des- 
pair must  redouble  in  contemplating  the  service  they 
have  done  us  in  spite  of  them.  We  have  been  put 
upon  our  guard  by  their  atrocious  plots.  As  a  last 
resource  they  have  meditated  crimes:  it  was  our  duty 
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to  render  them  useless.  Tbus^  tben^  in  whatever  view^ 
our  happiness  is  their  work.  But,  Sire«  until  their 
ejes  shall  be  opened*  or  our  indignant  army  shall  go 
to  punish  their  perfidy^  our  happiness  constitutes  their 
punishment.  What  a  specta.cle  for  them  to  behold; 
France,  that  same  France  which  thej  wished  to  lace- 
rate, and  which  thej  must  now  know  to  be  united 
round  its  august  chief,  possessing  the  same  spirit^ 
forming  the  same  desires,  and  tranquilly  celebrating 
the  festivals  which  announce  the  union  of  liberty,  that 
first  of  all  moving  principles  with  this  grand  conser* 
▼ati ve  system  of  nations,  hereditary  monarchy.  It  was 
desired  previous  to  the  revolution,  that  the  chief  of  a 
great  state  like  France  should  promise*  at  his  accession 
not  to  be  the  king  of  nobles,  nor  of  any  other  class, 
but  the  chref  of  the  nation,  not  to  maintain,  usurped 
privileges,  which,  in  an  agricultural  country,  and 
amongst  an  industrious  people,  would  nevertheless  de- 
stroy agriculture  and  industry,  to  enrich  with  their 
spoils  the  accomplices  of^despptism ;  but  that  he  should 
swear  to  the  people  these  fundamental  articles,  these 
eternal  bases  of  well  regulated  societies.  Liberty  of 
worship,  this  first  right  of  all  qsen,  since  autht>rity  can 
never  force  conscience*  Equality  of  rights  of  all  the 
citizens,  the  only  rational  and  possible  equality.  Re- 
spect for  political  and  civil  liberty,  without  which  na- 
tions are  but  herds  of  slaves,  equally  indifierent  to  the 
•  fortune  of  their  masters  and  to  their  own  destiny.  The 
inviolable  security  of  property,  which  forbids  above 
all  the  levy  of  arbitrary  imposts,  and  permits  not  any 
subsidy,  direct  or  indirect,  under  what  name  soever, 
but  according  to  law.  Lastly,  The  general  tendency 
of  his  government,  to  the  sole  and  primitive  end  of 
every  government,  the  interest,  the  htppiness,  and  the 
glory  of  the  people.  This  is  the  form  of  the  oath 
which  your  imperial  majesty  is  about  to  t&ke  to  the 
French  people;  these  are  the  terms  which  you  have 
chosen  to  be  a  law  to  yourself  and  your  successors. 
Accprdiug  to  circumstances,  your  majesty  annexes  to 
them  an  engagement  to  maintain — the  integrity  of  tb^ 
Vol.  L     No.  XXIV.        4  A  French 
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French  republic,  which  should  continue  indifisible; 
the  acquisition  of  the  national  property^  which  have 
been  the  paj  of  our  independence;  the  sublime  insti- 
tution of  jour  legion  of  honour^  worthy  reward  of 
services  rendered  to  the  country.  With  these  addi* 
tions,  this  remarkable  oath  would  appear  to  have  beeo 
dictated  by  the  whole  nation*  It  is  in  consideration 
of  this  also,  that  the  whole  nation  swears  fidelity  to 
you.  These  two  oaths  correspond ;  they  guarantee 
each  other;  they  are  the  reciprocal  pledges  of  an  in- 
dissoluble alliance;  and  amidst  so  many  important 
views,  which  will  for  ever  distinguish  the  Senatus  Con* 
sultum  of  the  19th  May,  (28th  Floreal,)  that  which 
imprints  upon  it  the  seal  of  immortality.  Sire,  is  the 
thought  of  the  title  of  the  oaths.  To  close  the  chasms 
of  the  revolution,  more  than  Curtius  was  necessary. 
According  to  the  profound  idea  of  a  political  author, 
it  was  necessary  that  a  great  man  should  choose  for 
the  theatre  of  his  government  and  the  materials  of  his 
glory  the  ruins  of  that  state  which  he  might  propose 
to  new- model  and  re-invigorate.  It  was  necessary 
that  this  man  should  be  worthy  to  give  bis  name,  and 
to  communicate  his  impulse  to  a  new  dynasty.  It  was 
necessary  that  he  should  be  elevated  above  his  contem* 
poraries,  of  their  choice,  and  by  their  suffrages,  with- 
out opposition 'either  from  his  own  countrymen  or 
from  foreigners.  In  the  existing  state  of  societies,  the 
want  of  being  governed  is  felt,  as  formerly,  but  the 
means  of  governing  are  become  more  difficult,  because 
their  object  is  more  extended  and  complicated.  Tb<$ 
Conservative  Senate  and  the  French  people  assure  you. 
Sire,  through  my  voice,  that  they  are  proud  of  their 
emperor.  If  they  have  offered  you  the  crown,  if  they 
have  made  it  hereditary  in  your  desc/endants^  and  in 
those  of  your  two  brothers,  it  is  because  there  exists 
not  on  earth  a  man  more  worthy  to  bear  the  sceptre  of 
France,  nor  a  family  more  beloved  by  the  French. 
Governed  by  Napoleon,  or  by  his  sons,  or  his  nephews, 
animated  by  his  spirit,  formed  by  his  example,  in  a 
word,  bound  by  his  oath,  we.  Sire,  and  our  children's 
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children  shall  defend  with  our  lives  this  tutelary  go- 
vernment, object  of  our  pride  as  of  our  love,  because 
M  it  vt^e  shall  defend  our  cbief»  our  properties,  our  fa- 
niilies,  and  our  honour.  You  have  chosen.  Sire,  as 
the  inscription  on  our  coins,  those  words  which  you 
justify — *' God  PROTECTS  France."  Oh!  yes;  God 
does  protect  France,  since  he  has  created  you  for  her. 
Father  of  thy  country,  in  the  name  of  that  protecting 
God,  bestow  a  blessing  on  thy  children,  and,  relying, 
on  their  fidelity,  be  assured  that  nothing  can  either 
efface  from  their  minds,  or  root  out  of  their  hearts,  the 
engagements  resulting  from  the  mutual  contract  that 
has  just  been  entered  into  between  the  French  natioo 
and  the  imperial  family.  In  the  absence  of  the  throne, 
all  the  great  characters  give  themselves  up  to  faction, 
A  people  is  so  much  the  more  to  be  pitied  the  greater 
the  number  of  its  distinguished  children:  all  that 
might  constitute  the  pride  of  nations  becomes  then  the 
scourge  of  one.  From  the  moment  that  the  throne  is 
worthily  filled,  eminent  virtues  have  a  reward,  viz.  to 
approach  nearer  to  it ;  and  the  distinction  is  so  much 
the  more  flattering,  as  more  real  dignities  bear  mof« 
imposing  names. 

*'  The  title  of  emperor  has  ever  conveyed  the  law, 
not  of  that  royalty  before  which  subjects  humble  and  . 
prostrate  themselves,  but  the  great  and  liberal  idea  of 
a  first  magistrate,  governing  in  the  name  of  the  law 
which  citizens  feel  honour  in  obeying. 

''  The  title  of  senate  indicates  also  an  assembly  of 
chosen  magistrates,  proved  by  long  labour,  and  vene- 
rable through  age.  The  greater  the  emperor  is,  the 
more  august  ought  the  senate  to  be.'' 

His  imperial  majesty  replied  in  the  following  terms : 

''  I  ascend  the  throne,  to  which  the  unanimous 
wishes  of  the  senate,  the  people,  and  the  army,  have 
called  me,  with  a  heart  penetrated  with  the  great  des- 
tinies of  that  people,  whom,  from  the  midst  of 
camps,  I  first  saluted  by  the  name  of  Great.  From 
my  youth,  my  thoughts  have  been  solely  fixed  upon 
tb^oii  wd  I  must  add  here,  that  my  pleasures  and  my 
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pains  are  derived  entirely  from  the  happiness  or  misery 
of  the  people.  My  descendants  shall  long  preserve 
this  throne.  In  the  camps  tbey  will  be  the  first  soU 
diers  of  the  army>  sacrificing  their  lives  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  country — as  magistrates^  they  will  never 
forget,  that  contempt  of  the  laws,  and  the  confusion 
of  social  order,  are  only  the  result  of  the  imbecility 
and  uncertainty  of  princes.  You,  senators,  whose 
counsels  and  support  have  never  failed  in  the  most  dif- 
ficult circumstances,  your  spirit  will  be  handed  down 
to  your  successors;  be  ever  the  props  and  first  coun- 
sellors of  that  throne  so  necessary  to  the  welfare  of. 
this  vast  empire.'' 

On  the  same  day  the  tribunate  complimented  his 
majesty ;  and  the  senate  and  tribunate,  and  council  of 
state^  delivered  congratulatory  speeches  to  the  pope. 

The  solemnity  of  the  coronation  and  consecration  of 
thefr  imperial  majesties  was  celebrated  on  the  2nd  of 
December.  The  day  was  remarkably  fine,  and  equally 
favourable  to  those  who  made  part  of  the  procession 
and  to  the  spectators.  The  carriage  of  bis  holiness 
^as,  as  usual,  preceded  by  an  ecclesiastic  on  a  mule, 
carrying  the  papal  cross.  The  holy  father  on  the  way 
gave  the  apostolical  benediction,  and,  in  return,  re« 
ceived  those  of  gratitude  and  piety.  Their  imperial 
majesties  heard  continually,  during  the  whole  of  the 
|)rocessioo,  both  before  and  after  the  coronation,  the 
most  animated  expressions  of  the  public  will,  which 
gave  a  soH;  of  sanction  to  this  solemn  act  The  crowd 
was  every  where  immense,  and  the  greatest  order  pre- 
vailed. The  sceptre  which  his  majesty  the  emperor 
carried  at  the  coronation  was  of  silver,  with  a  golden 
serpent  twined  around  it,  surmounted  with  a  globe 
bearing  a  figure  representing  Charlemagne. 

The  procession,  say  the  French  papers,  arrived  at 
the  church  of  Notre  Dame  amidst  the  accls^mations  of 
the  people,  who  blessed  the  day  and  the  hero  to  whom 
the  benefit  was  to  be  attributed.  These  acclamations 
were  redoubled  in  the  church,  filled  with  citizens,  so 
much  the  more  sincerely  attached  to  his  majesty  from 
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being  the  co*operators  of  the  good  which  his  genius 
preparecT  and  directed.  The  imposing  ceremonies  of 
Ibe. inauguration  took  place  in  a  manner  the  most 
splendid.  His  majesty  pronounced  the  oath  with  the 
firm  tone  of  a  man  whose  heart  confirmed  what  hia 
mouth  expressed ;  but  when  he  came  to  these  words^ 
which  terminate  that  august  oath — *'  I  swear  to  go- 
vern solelj  with  a  view  to  the  interest^  the  happiness^ 
and  the  glorj  of  the  French  people>''-^his  ,voice, 
changing  from  a  deep  and  affecting  sentiment^  reached 
with  more  certainty  the  hearts  of  every  ^ne  who  heard 
him. 

The  equipages  of  the  imperial  family  at  the  coro- 
nation were  remarkable  for  their  richness  and  beauty. 
His  majesty's  carriage  was  drawn  by  eight  bay  horses^ 
ornamented  with  plumes  of  white  feathers,  and  led  by 
footmen;  by  the  side  of  the  carriage  door  were  three 
imperial  majesties*  pages.  Behind  their  carriages  were 
twenty-four  carriages,  each  drawn  by  six  horses,  be- 
longing to  the  princes  and  grand  oflScers;  her  imperial 
majesty's  coach,  drawn  by  eight  horses  with  plumes  of 
feathers,  contained  the  pope:  then  followed  the  car- 
riages of  the  ministers^  marshals,  and  generals,  all 
drawn  by  six  horses,  and  all  new.  Prince  Louis's  and 
marshal  M urat's  equipages  were  the  most  splendid. 
They  occupied  so  long  a  line,  that  one  hour  and  a  half 
was  scarcely  sufficient  to  see  them  pass.  The  whole 
of  the  way  which  they  went  was  lined  by  a  double 
|-ow  of  foot  guards.  The  windows,  roofs,  and  bal- 
conies, were  all  filled  with  spectators  in  grand  coi- 
tumes. 

At  the  coronation  of  Bonaparte,  the  holy  father 
made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  establish  the  temporal 
supremacy  of  the  papal  authority.  Having  received 
the  crown  from  the  grand  dignitary,  his  holiness  was 
pn  the  act  of  placing  it  on  the  head  of  the  emperor^ 
when  he  was  anticipated  by  the  vigilant  Napoleon^ 
who  took  it  from  the  hands  of  the  sovereign  pontiff, 
and  placed  it  with  his  hands  on  his  own  brows.  The 
holy  father^  defeated  in  bis  design^  wished  at  least  to 

place 


Digitized  by 


Google 


558  MEMOIRS  OF  BONAPARTE  AlfD  HISTORY  OF 

place  the  diadem  on  the  bead  of  Josephine;  but  here 
again  he  was  mistaken^  since  Napoleon  himself  took 
the  crown  in  the  same  manner^  and  crowned  her  im- 
perial majesty  himself. 

The  session  of  the  legislative  body  opened  on  the 
26th  of  December.  On  that  occasion  the  members 
were  assembled  in  extraordinary  state^  to  receive  the 
emperor,  who  was  seated  on  a  throne  erected  for  the 
purpose ;  and,  in  his  presence^  an  oath^  in  the  follow- 
ing terms,  was  administered  to  each  of  the  legislators 
separately:  '' I  swear  obedience  to  the  constitutions 
of  the  empire,  and  fidelity  to  the  emperor.'' 
.  The  emperor  then  rose,  the  legislators  uncovered 
themselves,  and  his  majesty  addressed  them  as  fol- 
lows.: 

'^  Deputies  from  the  departments  to  the  legisla- 
tive body,  and  members  of  my  council  of  state, — I 
am  come,  gentlemen,  to  preside  at  the  opeaing  of 
your  session.  My  anxious  desire  is  to  impress  a 
more  imposing  and  august  character  on  your  pro- 
ceedings. Yes,  princes,  magistrates,  soldiers,  citi- 
zens, we  have  all  of  us,  in  the  course  we  blive  to 
TUB,  but  one  object — the  interest  of  the  country. 
If  this  throne,  to  which  Providence  and  the  will  of 
the  nation  have  raised  me,  be  dear  in  my  eyes,  it  is 
because  that  throne  can  only  defend  and  maintain  the 
most  sacred  interests  of  the  French  people.  Uo-^ 
supported  by  a  vigorous  and  paternal  government, 
France  would  have  still  to  fear  those  calamities  by 
which  she  has  been  afflicted.  The  weakness  of  the 
supreme  power  is  ihe  deepest  misfortune  of  nations. 
As  a  soldier,  or  first  consul,  I  entertained  but  one 
thought — as  emperor,  I  am  influenced  by  no  other — 
and  that  is,  every  thing  which  contributes  to  the 
prosperity  of  France.  I  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  illustrate  France  with  victories,  to  consolidate  her 
by  treaties,  to  rescue  her  from  civil  broils,  and  to  re- 
vive  among  her  inhabitants  the  influence  of  morals. 
of  social  order,  and  of  religion.  Should  death  not 
surprize  me  in  the  midst  of  mj  lal)Ours^  I  fondly 
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hope  I  may  traDsmit  to  posterity  a  durable  impressioo^ 
that  must  serve  as  an  example  or  reproach  to  my  suc- 
cessors.— The  minister  of  the  interior  will  submit  to 
you  8  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  empire.  The 
deputation  from  my  council  of  state  will  present  to 
you  different  objects  that  are  to  occupy  the  legisla- 
ture. I  have  given  ipstructions  that  there  be  laid  be- 
fore you  the  accounts  which  my  ministers  have  givea 
me  of  their  respective  departments:  I  am  fully  sa- 
tisfied with  the  prosperous  state  of  our  finances: 
whatever  may  be  the  expenditure^  it  is  covered  by 
the  revenue.— 'How  extensive  soever  have  been  the 
preparations  imposed  upon  us^  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  war  in  which  we  are  eDgaged>  I  call  upon  my 
people  for  no  new  sacrifice.  It  would  have  beea 
highly  gratifying  to  me^  on  so  solemn  an  occasion,  to 
see  the  blessings  of  peace  diffused  over  the  world; 
but  the  political  principles  of  our  enemies,  their  re- 
cent conduct  towards  Spain,  but  too  strongly  speak 
the  difficulties  that  oppose  it.  I  am  not  anxious  to 
enlarge  the  territories  of  France,  but  to  assert  its  in- 
tegrity. I  feel  no  ambition  to  exert  a  wider  stretch 
of  influence  in  Europe,  but  not  to  descend  from  that 
which  I  have  acquired.  No  state  shall  be  incorpo- 
rated with  the  empire:  but  I  shall  not  sacrifice  my 
rights,  or  the  ties  which  bind  me  to  the  states  that  I 
have  created.  In  bestowing  the  crown  upon  me,  the 
people  entered  into  an  engagement  to  exert  every  ef- 
fort which  circumstances  may  require,  in  order  to 
preserve,  unsullied,  that  splendour  which  is  necessary 
for  their  prosperity,  and  indispensible  for  their  glory» 
as  well  as  for  mine.  I  am  full  of  confidence  in  the 
•energy  of  the  nation,  and  in  the  sentiments  it  enter- 
tains for  me;  its  dearest  interests  are  the  constant  ob- 
ject of  my  solicitude. 

'^  Deputies  from  the  departments  to  the  legislative 
body,  tribunes,  and  members  of  my  council  of  state: 
your  conduct,  gentlemen,  during  the  succeeding  ses- 
sion, the  zeal  with  which  you  glow  for  your  country, 
your  attachment  to  my  person,  I  bold  as  pledges  of 
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the  assistance  for  which  I  call  upoo  you,  and  wbicb^ 
I  trust,  I  shall  receive  from  yoQ  during  the  course  of 
the  present  session/' 

The  expose,  or  annual  report,  on  the  stale  of  the 
nation,  was  then  made  to  the  legislative  body.  This 
paper  states,  that  the  internal  situation  of  France  is 
what  it  was  in  the  calmest  times;  every  where  the  im- 
provements of  public  and  private  property  attested  the 
progress  of  confidence  and  security;  that  all  classes  of 
the  community,  both  military  and  civil,  Kad  testified 
their  love  of  order,  even  during  the  absence  of  their 
immediate  chiefs,  (adverting  to  their  attendance  at  the 
coronation, )  '  that  the  sovereign  pontiff  had,  from  the 
banks  of  the  Po,  to  those  of  the  Seine,  experienced  a 
reh'gious  homage,  the  effect  of  attachment  to  the  an- 
cient doctrines,  on  the  part  of  a  people  revering  a 
sovereign  raised  to  the  throne  by  hhpietj/  and  virtues; 
that  the  discovery  of  a  plot,  laid  by  an  implacable 
enemy,  had  awakened  the  nation  to  her  true  interests, 
and  taught  her  the  value  of  hereditary  power.  After 
expatiating  on  the  flourishing  state  of  the  empire^ 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  construing,  agreeably 
to  their  wishes,  the  dispositions  of  various  other 
powers,  this  representation  concludes  with  observing^ 
that,  ''  whatever  may  be  the  movements  of  England, 
the  destinies  of  France  are  fixed :  strong  in  her  unioq, 
strong  in  her  riches,  and  in  the  courage  of  her  de- 
fenders, she  will  faithfully  cultivate  the  alliance  of  her 
friends,  and  will  not  act  so  as  either  to  deserve  ene- 
mies, or  to  fear  them.  When  England  shall  be  con- 
vinced of  the  impotence  of  her  efforts  to  agitate  the 
continent ;  when  she  shall  know  that  she  has  only  to 
lose  by  a  war  without  end  or  motives;  when  she,  finds 
that  France  will  never  accept  any  other  conditions 
than  those  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  will  never 
consent  to  leave  to  her  the  right  of  breaking  treaties 
at  pleasure,  by  appropriating  Malta,  England  will 
then  have  arrived  at  pacific  sentiments.— Envy  and 
hatred  have  but  their  day/' 
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The  assumption  of  the  imperial  dignity  by  Bona^ 
parte^  gave  a  new  interest  to  the  political  concerns  of 
Europe;  and  that  event  was.  no  sooner  notified  to  the 
court  of  Vienna^  than  the  emperor  of  Germany  re^ 
solved  immediately  upon  making  the  dignity  of  .em* 
peror  hereditary  in  the  house  of  Austria.    The  patent 
for  that  purpose,  stated  the  object  of  this  measure  to 
bcj   "the  preservation  of  that  degree  of  equality 
which  should  subsist  between  the  great  powers,  and 
the  just  rank  of  the  house  and  state  of  Austria^  among 
the  nations  of  Europe/'    As  the  emperor  and  the 
Germanic  body  had  acquiesced,  with  scarcely  an  ex« 
ception,  in  the  increase  of  title  in  the  French  ruler; 
so,  on  the  other  hand,  did  the  emperor  of  Francci 
offer  no  opposition  to  the  head  of  the  Austrian  housd 
assuming  the  same  hereditary  title;  but  which,  till 
now,  had  been  elective.     While,   therefore.   Napo- 
leon I.  was  dignified  by  the  epithets  of  emperor  of 
France  and  king  of  Italy,  Francis  II.  assumed  those 
of  hereditary  emperor  of  Austria  and  Germany,  and 
king  of  Hungary,  Bohemia,  &c. 

The  once  flourishing  island  of  Hispaniola,  or 
French  settlement  of  St.  Domingo,  was  now  entirely 
in  the  power  of  the  black  inhabitants,  who  consum* 
mated  the  victory  they  had  gained  over  the  colonistSi 
by  the  slaughter  of  every  white  person  in  that  part  of 
the  island,  almost  immediately  after  the  English  squa* 
dron  had  carried  off  the  French  government,  and 
such  of  the  inhabitants  as  could  withdraw  from  that 
dreadful  scene.  Those  who  remained  were  all  but^ 
chered,  with  circumstances  of  unheard-of  cruelty.  The* 
negro,  Dessalines,  who  had  suoceeded  Toussaint  TOu- 
verture  in  the  supreme  command  of  the  black  popula- 
tion. On  the  first  interval  of  leisure,  caused  himself  also  to 
be  proclaimed  "  Emperor  of  Hajfti/'  the  ancient  Ih^ 
dian  name  of  the  island. 

'  But  while  the  grand  project  of  assuming  the  abso^ 
lute  sovereignty  of  France,  was,  aa  abovementioned^ 
successfully  conducted  at  home,  Bonaparte  was  not 
inattentive  to  offensive  op^ations  abroad^  nor  remiss 
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in  expediting  the  vast  preparations  on  the  coasts  in- 
tended for  the  invasion  of  England.  Admiral  JLinois, 
•who  had  been  stationed  at  Pondicherry^  with  the 
Marengo  man  of  war  of  eighty*four  guns^  and  three 
large  frigates^  was  also  instructed  to  make  reprisals  on 
the  English  trading  ships  in  the  East  Indies^  which  he 
effected  to  a  considerable  eitentj  bj  capturing  many 
rich  vessela.  He  also  made  a  successful  descent  oa 
Fort  Marlborough  (Bencoolen)^  and  plundered  the 
settlement.  He  then  cruized  with  his  whole  force 
Bear  the  entrance  of  the  Streights  of  Malacca,  with  an 
intention  of  capturing  the  English  homeward-bound 
China  fleet.  On  the  5th  ef  February,  1804,  he  fell 
in  with  that  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  of  the  East 
India  company's  ships,  twelve  merchant  ships,  and  a 
Portuguese  East  Indiaraan,  all  under  the  command,  as 
commodore,  of  captain  Dance,  in  the  service  of  the 
East  India  company;  who,  on  sight  of  the  French 
squadron,  made  the  signal  for  his  fleet  to  form  a  line 
ot  battle.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  15th,  that  any 
engagement  took  place ;  when  captain  Dance  made 
the  signal  to  tack,  and  bear  down  on  the  French  line. 
Admiral  Linois  then  closed  his  line,  and  opened  bis 
lire  upon  the  headmost  of  the  English  ships;  but 
thinking  himself  unequal  to  the  contest^  in  which  he 
must  have  engaged  so  many  ships,  he  made  a  signal  to 
the  squadron,  who  hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  away 
to  the  eastward,  though  the  English  China  fleet  was 
estimated  at  a  million  and  a  half  sterling  ! 

Another  small  French  force,  under  the  command  of 
the  chevalier  Mahe,  was  ordered  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  to  intercept  the  British  commerce  on  the  Se- 
Begal,  river.  The  chevalier,  on  the  18th  of  January^ 
captured  the  English  settlement  of  Goree,  compelling 
eolonel  Prazer,  and'  his  little  garrison,  to  surrender 
prisoners  of  war.  This  island  did  not,  however>  re* 
main  long  in  the  hands  of  the  French;  for  it  was  re- 
taken on  the  7th  of  March  following,  by  a  small 
English  sqbadron  under  the  command  of  captain 
Dixon^  who  immediately  restored  the  former  govern* 
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ment.  Tbe  English  also^  on  the  4th  of  May^  cap* 
tured  the  rich  and  extensive  Dutch  settlement  of  Su-* 
rinam^  ^vith  two  frigates^  and  an  immense  quantity  of 
naval  stores. 

For  the  greater  part^  the  war  in  1804  was  con*' 
dacted  with  extreme  languor^  bpth  by  the  govem** 
ments  of  France  and  England.  The  former  was 
chiefly  engaged  in  manoeuvring  and  exercising  the  flo* 
tilla  intended  for  the  invasion  of  the  British  coast; 
while  the  latter  employed  its  ingenuity  to  circumvent 
the  enterprize^  by  attempting  to  destroy  the  hostile 
vessels.  On  the  16th  of  May,  an  unsuccessful  at* 
tempt  was  made  by  sir  Sydney  Smith,  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  flotilla  from  Flushing  with  that  at 
Ostend.  Fifly-tiine  sail  of  the  Flushing  division 
reached  Ostend  in  safety^  and  the  English  force,  oa 
the  falling. of  the  tide,  were  obliged  to  haul  off  into 
deep  water,  after  being  nearly  a  whole  day  engaged ; 
besides  the  loss  of  about  fifty  men  in  killed  an4 
wounded.  In  the  month  of  August,  another  attempt 
was  made  on  that  part  of  the  flotilla  which  lay  at 
anchor  in  the  road  of  Boulogne,  by*  captain  Owen  of 
the  Immortalit6  frigate,  and  the  sloops  of  war  and 
cutters  under  his  command;  but  with  very  slender 
success.  And  on  the  ^th  of  Julv,  and  2d  of  Au« 
gust,  captain  Oliver,  of  the  Melpomene,  was  equally 
unfortunate  in  his  attempt  upon  the  vessels  in  Havre 
Pier;  some  damage,  however,  was  done  to  tbe  town, 
by  the  shells  and  carcases  thrown  into  it  oh  that  oc- 
casion. On  the  2d  of  October,  a  grand  attack,  with 
fire-ships  and  combustibles,  was  made  upon  the  flo- 
tilla at  Boulogne,  by  admiral  lord  Keith,  with  a  for- 
midable fleet*,  anchored  at  about  a  league  and  a  half 
from  north  to  west  of  the  port.  At  a  quarter  past 
nine,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  men  of  war,  and 
which   was  returned  by  a  tremendous  one  from  the 


*  The  French  say  ftftj^two  sail,  of  which  six  were  of  the  Hoe, 
BIX  frigates^  sizteea  corvettes,  ten  brigs,  twelve  catters,  and  two 
luggers. 
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Bhote,  tljie  first  detachment  of  fire-ships  wasUunched. 
As  tbe^  approached^  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  opened 
%o  let  theqi  through;  and  so  effectually  were  they 
avoidfedj  that  they  passed  to  the  rear  of  the  line  ¥rilh- 
out/alling  on  board  any  one  of  theoo.  At  half  past 
ten  the  first  explosion  ship  blew  up;  it  produced  aa 
immense  column  of  fire;  its  wreck  spread  far  ^nd 
wide;  bi|t>pot  the  slightest  mischief  was  done  either 
to  the  flo^Ua  or  the  batteries.  A  secondi  a  third>  and 
9,  fourthj  |succeeded  no  better:  at  length,  after  tweWe 
had  been j exploded,  the  attempt  was  given  up  about 
four  o'clqpk  on  the  following  morning;  the  English 
vessels  withdrew;  and  no  mischief  whatever  was  done 
to  the  flol|lIa.  Thus  terminated^  to  the  confusioi^  of 
the  proje^^ors,  and  the  bitter  disappointment  of  the 
public,  this  contemptible  experiment^  which  was,  ii^ 
derision,  called  ^'  The  Catamaran  Prqieet.'* 

The  latt  and  most  memorable  transaction  of  the 
year  1804*4  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain^  was  the 
^pture  of  the  Spanish  homeward*bound  treasure* 
ship$  from  South  America,  which  was  effected  bj 
captain  Moore  of  the  Indefatigable,  and  three  othec 
frigates  under  his  command,  off  Cadiz.  On  the  5i^ 
of  October,  captain  Moor'c,  who  had  been  detached 
from  the  channel  fleet  fur  the  piirpose,  fell  in  with 
four  largei  Spanish  frigates,,  viz.  la  Medee,  li^  Clara, 
laFama,  and  la  Mercedes;  which,  qpoa  being  hailed 
ivithuut  any  effect,  were  fired  upon  by  the  English 
force.  A  parley  then  ensued,  when  captain  Moore 
informed  the  Spanish  rear-admiral,  that  he  had  or- 
ders to  detain  bis  squadron,  and  e^irnestly  wished  to 
execute  them  without  bloodshed ;  bi^t  that  his  deterr 
mination  must  be  immediate.  The  officers  dispatched 
on  this  nnessage,  returnipg  with  an  evasive  answer,  an 
engagemcilt  immediately  ensued,  each  of  the  English 
frigates  taking  an  antaffoqist.  In  L^ss  than  ten  mir 
nutes,  one  of  the  Spanish  frigates,  the  Mercedes,  uo- 
fortuoatel}  blew  up.  In  half  an  hour  two  more  of 
the  Spaniards  surrendered;  and  the  fourth,  after  an 
attempt  to  escape,  was  captured  long  before  sijin-^t* 
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The  I088,  on  the  part  of  the  Ei^lUhj  was  said  to  be 
Yery  trifling;  that  of  the  Spaniards  was  (indepead- 
entiy  of  two  hundred  and  fortj  lives  lost  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  Mercedes)  nearly  one  hundred  in  killed 
and  wounded.  The  ships  thus  captured  were  con- 
voyed to  England^  and  their  lading. was  found  to  be 
of  immense  valuej  in  coined  and  uncoined  gold  and. 
silver,  and  precious  merchandize^  the  produce  of 
Spanish  America* 

The  force  of  the  Spanish  squadron  waS|  La  Medee 
(flagship)  fortj-two  guns>  eighteen  pounders,  and 
tiiree  hundred  men,  taken;  two  men  killed  and  ten 
wounded. — La  Fama,  thirty-six  guns,  twelve  pound- 
ers, and  two  hundred  and  eighty  men,  taken;  eleven 
l(illed  and  fifty  wounded. — Di  Clara,  thirty-six  guns, 
twelve  pounders,  and  three  hundred  men,  taken; 
Qeven  killed  and  twenty  wounded. — La  Mercedes, 
thirty-six  guns,  twelve  pounders,  and  two  hundred 
i^nd  eighty  men,  blew  up;  second  captain  and  forty 
inen  saved*.  ^  , 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  goods  and  ef- 
fects on  board  the  Spanish  squadron : — On  account  of 
the  king,  total  seventy-five  sacks  of  Vienna  wool, 
sixty  chests  of  cascarilla,  four  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty^two  bars  of  tin,  one  thousand  seven 


f  A  most  melaocboly  circomsUnce  took  placo  in  consequeaes 
pf  the  explosion  of  the  Mercedes.  In  it  was  emharkcd  a  nativo 
of  Spain,  who  was  returning  from  America  with  his  whole  family^ 
consisting  of  hb  lady,  four  daughters,  and  fi?e  sons.  The  daugh. 
ters  were  beautiful  and  amiable  women,  the  sons  grown  up  tofnao-. 
hood.  With  such  a  family,  and  a  large  fortune,  the  gradual 
saTiogs  of  twenty.fiTO  years  industry,  did  this  unhappy  roan  am* 
bark  for  his  natiTe  country.  A  short  time  before  the  action  bo- 
gan,  he,  with  one  of  bis  sons,  went  on  board  the  largest  of  tho 
ships,  and  in  a  few  minutes  became  the  spectator  of  his  wife,  his 
daughters,  four  of  hir  sons,  and  all  his  treasure,  surrounded  with 
flames,  and  sinking  in  the  abyss  of  the  ocean.  This  victim  of  al* 
^lost  unheard  of  calamity,  arriTed  at  Plymouth,  with  the  only  re* 
mains  of  so  many  blessings,  in  captain  Moore's  cabin,  who  waa 
anccasing  in  his  endcaTours  to  admioister  all  in  his  power  towarda 
|he  alleTiatioa  0/  bis  safferiags* 
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hundred  and  thirty*fi?e  pigs  of  copper,  ti¥enty*eig1it 
planks  of  wood,  and  one  million  three  hundred  and 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  in 
silver. — On  account  of  the  merchants,  thirty-two 
chests  of  ratinia,  one  million  eight  liundred  and  fifty- 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  in 
silver,  one  million  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand 
aix  hundred  and  fifty-eight  gold,  reduced  into  dollars, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  eleven  hundred 
ingots  in  gold,  reduced  into  dollars. — On  account  of 
the  marine  company,  twenty-six  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty>five  seal  skins,  and  ten  pipes  of  seal 
oil. — On  board  the  Mercedes,  which  blew  up,  were 
twenty  sacks  of  Vienna  wool, '  twenty  chests  of  cas- 
carilia,  one  thousand  one  hundred  add' thirty-nine  bars 
cf  tin,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  pigs  of  copper, 
and  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  dollars 
in  silver. 

In  consequence  of  this  hasty  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  .  th^;  court  of 
Spain,  on  the  14th  of  November,  issued  a  declarattoo 
of  war  against  England.  But  it  is  written'  with  un- 
common imbecility;  admitting,  in  fact,  one  of  the 
principal  complaints  of  the  English  court  against 
Spain — that  of  giving  Bonaparte  aid  in  money,  in 
lieu  of  military  and  naval  assistance,  thus  confessing 
the  nature  of  the  subsidy  paid  to  France.  The  prince 
of  the  peace,  (captain-general  of  the  Spanish  forces,) 
immediately  published  an  address  to  the  Spanish 
armies,  calling  upon  the  honour,  courage,  and  loy- 
alty, of  the  Spanish  nation,  to  carry  oo  the  war 
with  vigour. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE  decided  lead  which  the  French  npitioo  oovv 
took  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  the  gigantic 
strides  which  her  ruler  made  towards  the  subjugation 
of  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  if  not  to  universal 

monarchy; 
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moBarchy;  her  astoDisbing  success  in  the  field,  and 
her  immense  increase  of  territorial  dominion  and  po« 
litical  importance,  ^^g^gp  us  in  the  painful  task  of  re* 
cording  the  triumphs  and  conquests  of  Bonaparte. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  to  notice  the  unceasing 
jealousj  and  hatred  of  the  French  government  to- 
wards that  of  Engli^nd,  which  sufficiently  manifested 
itself  in  its  having  compelled  Spain  into  a  war  with 
the  latter  kingdom. 

Having  laid  down,  with  a  tone  sufficiently  con- 
fident and  decisive,  the  only  terms  upon  which  he 
would  accord  peace  to  England,  Bonaparte  resolved 
upon,  a  measure,  upon  which  it  is  not  easy  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  should  be  characterized  by  the  pecu- 
liar epithet  of  insolence  or  folly !  This  was,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1805,  to  address  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  personally,  in  a  letter  written  with  his 
own  hand  as  follows: 

"  \2th  Mivose,  (Jan.  %)  1805. 

"  Sir  and  Brother, 
^'  Galled  to  the  throne  of  France  by  Providence,  and 
by  the  sufi^rages  of  the  people  and  the  army,  my  first 
sentiment  is  a  wish  for  peace.  France  and  England 
abuse  their  prosperity.  They  may  for  ages :  but  do 
their  governments  well  fulfil  the  most  sacred  of  their 
duties?  and  will  not  so  much  blood,  shed  uselessly,  and 
without  a  view  to  any  end,  accuse  them  in  their  own 
consciencies?  I  consider  it  as  no  disgrace  to  make  the 
first  step.  I  have,  I  hope,  sufficiently  proved  to  the 
world,  that  I  fear  none  of  the  chances  of  war ;  it  be«^ 
sides  presents  nothing  that  I  need  to  fear.  Peace  is 
the  wish  of  my  heart,  but  war  has  never  been  contrary 
to  my  glory.  I  conjure  your  majesty  not  to  deny  youF«- 
self  the  happiness  of  giving  peace  to  the  worldj  nor  to 
leave  the  satisfaction  to  your  <;hildren;  for,  in  fine, 
there  never  was  a  nnire  fortunate  opportunity,  nor  a 
moment  more  favourable,  to  silence  all  the  passionsr^ 
and  listen  only  to  the  sentiments  of  humanity  and 
reasoq*    This  moment  once  lostj  what  end  can  be 
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assigned  to  a  war  which  all  my  efforts  will  not  be 
able  to  terminate?  Your  majesty  has  gained  more 
within  ten  years^  both  in  territory  and  riches,  than 
the  whole  extent  of  Europe.  Your  nation  is  at  the 
highest  point  of  prosperity — what  can  it  hope  from 
war?  To  form  a  coalition  of  some  powers  on  the 
continent?  The  continent  will  remain  tranquil:  a 
coalitioD  can  only  increase  the  preponderance  and 
continental  greatness  of  France.  To  renew  internti 
troubles?  The  times  are  no  longer  the  same.  To 
destroy  our  finances?  Finances  founded  on  a  flourish- 
ing culture  can  never  be  destroyed.  To  take  from 
France  her  colonies  ?  Colonies  to  France  are  only  a 
secondary  object;  and  does  not  your  majesty  already 
possess  more  than  you  know  how  to  preserve?  If 
your  majesty  would  but  reflect,  you  must  perceive 
that  the  war  is  without  an  object,  without  any  pre* 
suraable  result  to  yourself.  Alas !  what  a  melancholy 
prospect  to  cause  two  nations  to  fight  for  the  sake  of 
fighting:  the  world  .is  suflSciently  large  for  our  two 
nations  to  live  in  it;  aAd  reason  sufficiently  powerful 
to  discover  means  of  reconciling  every  thing  when  the 
wish  for  reconciliation  exists  on  both  sides.  I  have« 
however,  fulfilled  a  sacred  duty,  and  one  which  is  pre- 
cious to  my  heart.  I  trust  your  majesty  wilt  bdieve 
in  the  sincerity  of  my  sentiments,  and  my  wish  to  give 
you  every  proof  of  it,  &c.  &c. 

*'  Napoleon.** 

It  must  be  evident,  that  the  ruler  of  France  had  lit* 
tie  else  in  view,  when  making  this  extraordinary  over- 
ture, than  that  of  indulging  himself  in  the  exercise  of 
an  act  of  indecorous  presumption,  and  the  satisfaction 
of  indulging  himself  in  the  assumption  of  that  tone  of 
equality,  with  his  brother  the  king  of  Great  Britain^ 
to  the  use  of  which  he  considered  himself  entitled  by 
bis  novel  dignity  of  emperor  of  the  Gauls.  Perhaps 
too  he  was  not  averse  from  the  desire  of  appearing  ia 
the  eyes  of  Europe  as  anxious  for  peace;  and  proposed 
to  himself  the  taking  great  credit  with  the  contineot 
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for  the  magnanimity  of  this  offeri  while  Eogland^  on 
the  contrary^  by  listening  to  the  overtures  tbas  made^ 
would  render  those  powers  yet  friendly  towards  her 
shy  and  suspicious  of  a  closer  connexion;  or  if  she  re- 
jected them^  would  appear  that  ruthless  and  unap« 
peasable  disturber  of  the  general  tranquillity  which 
was  in  truth  the  character  of  her  wily  opponent.  Be 
thatj  however,  as  it  may,  it  is  observable,  that,  in  this 
important  state  paper,  there  is  no  longer  to  be  found 
that  tone  of  arrogant  superiority  which  characterized 
the  language  of  the  French  government  in  the  pre- 
ceding year:  no  reference  to  the  impossibility  of  Eng- 
land contending  **  single-handed  "  with  France;  nor 
any  apparent  wish  to  consider  the  former  but  as  a 
powerful  and  equal  rival. 

To  the  above  letter  of  Bonaparte  the  following  of- 
ficial ansrwer  was  given  by  the  then  English  secretary, 
lord  Mulgrave,  in  a  note  directed  to  M.  Talleyrand, 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  in  France,  dated  January 
14,  1805 : 

^'  His  majesty  has  received  the  letter  which  has  been 
addressed  to  him  by  the  hesrd  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, dated  the  2nd  of  the  present  month.  There  is 
no  object  which  his  majesty  has  more  at  heart  than  to 
avail  himself  of  the  first  ppportunity  to  procure  again 
to  his  subjects  the  advantages  of  a  peace,  founded  on 
a  basis  which  may  not  be  incompatible  with  the  per- 
manent security  and  essential  interests  of  his  states. 
His  majesty  is  persuaded  that  this  end  can  only  be  at- 
tained by  arrangements  which  may  at  the  same  time 
provide  for  the  future  safety  and  tranquillity  of  Eu- 
rope, and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  dangers  and 
calamities  in  which  it  is  involved.  Conformably  to 
this  sentiment,  his  majesty  feels  that  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  answer  more  particularly  to  the  overture 
that  has  been  made  him,  until  he  shall  have  had  time 
to  communicate  with  the  powers  of  the  continent,  with 
whom  he  is  engaged  in  confidential  connections  and 
relations,  and  particularly  with  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
"who  has  given  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  wisdom  and 
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elevation  of  tbe  sentiments  with  which  he  is  anlmaled^ 
and  the  lively  interest  which  he  takes  in  the  safety  and 
independence  of  Europe. 

"  MULGRAVE." 

In  the  sittings  of  the  legislative  body«  15th  Piuviose, 
(Feb.  4,)  the  above  letter  was  conimunicated  to  that 
body,  by  order  of  Bonaparte^  together  with  tbe  an^ 
awer  to  it,  when  M.  Segur  introduced  them  with  a 
speech  which  plainly  evinced  that  the  French  govern- 
ment was  by  no  means  pleased  with  the  answer  they 
had  received.  He  denied  the  existence  or  the  chance 
of  a  coalition  on  tbe  continent  of  Europe  against 
France ;  asserted  that  Russia  would  not  embark  in  a 
war  merely  to  gratify  England,  and  that  the  emperor 
had  received  the  most  unequivocal  testimonies  of  the 
amicable  dispositions  of  Austria  and  Prussia.  In  a 
word,  that  the  hopes  of  England  in  a  third  coalition 
were  vain  and  chimerical,  and  that  "  it  only  remained 
for  French  bravery  to  display  its  whole  energy,  and  to 
triumph,  at  last,  over  that  eternal  enemy  to  the  liberty 
of  the  seas  and  tbe  repose  of  nations." 

The  two  other  great  public  bodies,  the  Tribunate 
and  the  Conservative  Senate,  were  also  at  this  period 
separately  addressed  by  the  proper  functionaries,  to 
the  same  effect  with  the  oration  of  M,  Segur.  Both 
contain  only  illustrations^  corollaries,  and  amplifica- 
tions of  the  same  scheme  and  design,  namely,  the  pre- 
senting a  flattering  picture  of  the  F/ench  resources 
and  government  upon  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other, 
to  falsify  and  discolour  the  truth  in  every  particular 
connected  with  Great  Britain  and  her  continental  al- 
liesw  From  the  speech  of  M.  Talleyrand,  however,  io 
the  tribunate,  it  should  seem  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
'  the  French  government  that  this  overture  should  be 
considered  as  yet  open,  and  that,  after  Russia  had  been 
consulted,  farther  discussions  of  an  amicable  nature 
might  take  place.  The  passage  to  which  we  particu- 
larly allude  is  too  remarkable  not  to  give  it  insertion. 

f*  The  character  that  pervades  this  an&wer,"  says 
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tbe  orator^  "  is  vague  and  indeterminate.  One  single 
idea  only  presents  itself  with  some  precision^  that  of 
having  recourse  to  foreign  powers^  and  this  idea  is  hy 
no  means  pacific;  a  superfluous  interference  ought 
not  to  be  appealed  to^  if  there  be  not  a  desire  to  em« 
barrass  the  discussions  and  to  render  them  endless* 
The  ordinary  consequence  of  all  complicated  negocia^ 
tions  is  to  weary  out  good  intentions,  and  to  throw 
hack  nations  into  a  war^  become  more  furious  from  the 
vexation  of  an  unsuccessful  attempt  at  accommodation^ 
I^evertheless^  on  a  question  regarding  a  multitude  of 
interests  and  of  passions  which  have  never  been  in  uni- 
son, we  should  not  rest  upon  a  single  symptom.  Time 
will  soon  develope  to  us  the  secret  resolutions  of  the 
government  of  England.  Should  they  be  just  and 
moderate*  the  calamities  of  war  will  cease:  should,  on 
the  contrary,  this  first  appearance  of  accommodation  , 
prove  but  a  false  light,  intended  only  to  answer  spe- 
culations of  credit,  to  facilitate  a  loan,  the  acquisition 
of  money,  purchases,  or  enterprises,  then  we  shall 
know  how  far  the  dispositions  of  the  enemy  are  im- 
placable and  obstinate;  we  shall  have  to  banish  all 
liope  from  a  dangerous  lure,  and  trust  without  reserve 
to  the  goodness  of  our  causcj  to  the  justice  of  Provi- 
dence, and  to  the  genius  of  the  emperor." 

Several  addresses  were  now  made  to  Napoleon,  profr 
fering  to  him  the  utmost  support  of  the  government  ia 
carrying  on  the  war  with  effect  against  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  which  we  have  alluded  to  above,  and 
to  which  the  emperor  replied  to  the  following  effect: 

'^  Soldier,  or  first  consul,  I  had  only  one  sentiment; 
K^  emperor,  I  retain  the  same — and  that  is,  a  wish  for 
the  prosperity  of  tbe  French  people.  I  have  been  forr 
tupate  enough  to  contribute  to  this  object  by  my  vie- 
tpries,  to  consolidate  it  by  treaties,  to  stem  the  torrent ^ 
of  civil  discord,  and  to  pave  the  way  for  the  restorar 
tion  of  morals,  society,  and  religion.  It*  I  am  not  cut 
off  by  death  in  the  midst  of  my  labours,  I  .hope  to  be 
f^le  to  leave  to  posterity  a  recollection  which  will 
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either  serve  as  the  example  or  reproach  of  my  succes- 
sors. 

**  When  I  resolved  to  write  to  the  king  of  Englandi 
I  made  a  sacrifice  of  the  most  dutiful  sentiments  and 
the  purest  motives.  I  was  influenced  by  a  desire  to 
spare  the  blood  of  my  people.  I  shall  always  be  ready 
to  make  the  same  sacrifices.  My  fame,  my  happiness, 
I  have  placed  in  the  welfare  of  the  present  genera- 
tion.  I  was  desirous,  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  to 
render  philanthropic  and  magnanimous  ideas  the  pre* 
Talent  ones  of  the  present  age.  It  belongs  to  me, 
in  whom  those  sentiments  cannot  be  ascribed  to  weak- 
ness ;  it  belongs  to  us,  to  the  best  natured,  the  most 
enlightened,  and  most  benevolent  people,  to  remind 
the  nations  of  Europe,  that  they  make  together  but 
one  family,  and  that  every  undertaking  which  they 
execute  in  their  civil  divisions,  militates  against  the 
general  welfare. 

^^  It  would  have  afforded  me  the  highest  gratifica- 
tion, at  so  solemn  an  epoch,  to  look  to  the  empire  of 
peace  throughout  the  world ;  but  the  political  princi- 
ples of  our  enemies,  and  their  recent  conduct  towards 
Spain,  shew  sufficiently  with  how  much  difficulty  this 
jcan  be  attained. 

''  Gentlemen,  deputies  of  the  legislative  body,  I  de« 
pend  upon  your  assistance;  you  will  uphold  the  valour 
of  my  army,  in  which  I  have  the  happiness  to  place  the 
utmost  confidence." 

The  emperor  then  held  a  splendid  levee,  attended 
by  all  the  newly-created  princes  and  dignitaries  of  the 
state,  and  by  a  great  number  of  the  principal  officers 
of  the  army,  to  whom  be  delivered  the  ribbon  of  the 
legion  of  honour;  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  ''  that 
this  order  v^as  intended  to  unite  the  institutions  of  the 
different  states  of  Europe  with  the  French  empire,  and 
to  shew  how  much  all  those  would  be  respected  who 
established  themselves  on  a  footing  of  amity  and  con* 
cord  with  France." 

Corresponding  with  the  tone  and  te(nper  of  the  sn^ 
gry  ebullitions  made  use  of  in  the  French  legislature, 
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ihtit  Official  gazette  at  tbe  same  time  published  tbe 
speech  of  the  king  of  England  to  his  parliament^  wUh 
a  comment  upon  each  paragraph^  indicative  of  the 
same  sentiments  as  had  pervaded  the  orations  to  which* 
we  have  above  adverted.  The  whole  of  these  mani- 
festes^  for  they  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
as  suchj  concluded  with  general  denunciations  of  vea^r 
geance  against  the  shores  of  Britain,  which  were 
threatened  with  immediate  and  irresistible  invasion^ 
and  against  its  government,  whose  very  existence  was 
nieoaced  by  the  exhaustion  which  the  country  must 
endure  from  a  continuance  of  the  present  formidable 
posture  of  France  for  ten  years  to  come  ! 

But  whatever  were  the  views  of  the  French  empe« 
ror  in  having  thus  extended  the  olive  branch,  and  hif* 
holding  out  to  Europe  that  it  was  possible  it  might 
yet  be  accepted,  it  is  certain,  that  no  means  werejeft 
unattempted  by  him  which  could  increase  and  consoli- 
date his  power,  of  annoy  that  enemy  who  could  alone 
check  his  career  and  put  bounds  to  his  ambition.  His 
flotilla,  destined  for  the  invasion  of  England,  was 
hourly  augmenting,  and  becoming  more  concentrated 
at  Boulogne,  the  common  place  of  rendezvous.  How* 
ever  watchful  and  intrepid  the  conduct  of  the  British 
cruizers,  it  was  found  impossible,  with  every  exertion 
of  the  most  consummate  skill  and  bravery,  to  prevent 
small  divisions  of  the  French  gun-boats  from  stealing 
along  the  coasts,  protected  as  well  by  their  small 
draught  of  water  as  by  the  powerful  batteries  erected 
wherever  an  opportune  situation  presented  itself  from< 
forming  a  junction  at  the  above-named  port,  and  their 
numbers  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  present  year  were* 
truly  formidable.  The  army  destined  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  encamped  on  the  heights  commanding 
the  town  and  harbour  of  Boulogne,  had  now  increased 
to  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  perfectly 
disciplined,  under  the  command  of  the  best  officers  of 
France,  and  constantly  exercised  in  embarking  and  re-, 
landing  from  the  flotilla,  with  a  view  of  perfecting 
them  in  the  great  otgect  of  their  destination;  and  the 
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eyes  of  all  Earope  were  directed  towardi  the  prepara« 
tioDS  for  an  achievement,  on  the  event  of  which  the 
fate  not  only  of  the  two  countries  was  at  issue^  but 
tbat  also  of  the  whole  moral  and  political  world. 

In  the  mean  time  a  plan  was  projected  for  a  formi* 
dable  and  general  attack  to  be  made  on  the  British 
West  India  islands^  by  a  considerable  body  of  troo pa 
under  general  Legrange,  escorted  and  covered  by  a 

Swerful  squadron  under  admirals  Yilleneuve  and 
ents,  with  which  force  a  Spanish  fleet  was  also  to 
co-operate.  The  division  of  the  fleet  commanded  bv 
admiral  Mentz,  called  the  Rochfort  squadron^  with 
Lagrange's  troops  on  board,  anchored  before  the  island 
ef  Dominica  on  the  21  st  of  February,  )805,  apd^at 
day-break  on  the  2Sd  made  good  their  landing,  ai)d 
assailed  the  town  of  Roseau,  which  capitulatedj  after 
being  in  flames.  The  French  general,  however,  acted 
with  considerable  humanity;  he  eierted  every  means 
of  stopping  the  progress  of  the  conflagration;  aod^ 
after  being  convinced,  from  the  spirited  resistance 
nade  by  the  English  general  Prevost,  in  Fort  Rupert, 
that  the  conquest  of  the  island  was  not  to  be  effected, 
lie  levied  a  contribution  of  16^000/.  upon  the  town  of 
Roseau,  and  on  the  27th  re-embarked  his  troops,  and 
the  squadron  steered  for  Guadaloupe,  where  it  was 
joined  by  Yilleneuve's  squadron  from  Toulon,  with 
ten  thousand  troops;  and  the  Spanish  squadron  from 
Cadiz,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Gravina. 
.  The  principal  operations  of  this  expedition  were 
destined  against  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes;  but  these 
settlemjents  being  found  in  a  much  stronger  state  of 
defence  than  was  expected,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
French  troops  and  seamen  were  very  sickly,  these  ob- 
jects were  given  up;  and,  after  exacting  contributions 
from  Nevis  and  Basseterre,  the  combined  fleet  prer 
pared  to  sail  again  for  Europe.  It  had,  however,  cap- 
tured, on  the  8th  of  June,  fourteen  sail  of  the  Antigua 
merchant  ships,  the  very  day  after  they  left  the  port. 

Admiral  Yilleneuve,  having  detached  the  Ville  de 
Milan,  of  forty-six  guos^  with  dispatches  for  Eurppe^^ 
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•he  fell  ID  with  the  British  frigate  the  Cleopatra^  of 
thirty-two  guns^  aod«  after  a  desperate  actioD  of  near 
three  hours^  compelled  her  to  strike.  Id  three  days 
afterwards  both  ships  were  chaced  by  the  Leaoder 
maD  of  war,  and  were  taken  by  tbe  Eoglisb,  and  car- 
ried into  Bermuda.  A  division  of  the  French  squa- 
dron,  however,  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with 
the  Calcutta,  of  fifty  guns,  convoy  to  a  fleet  of  seven 
sail  of  vessels  from  the  East  Indies,  and  several  mer-- 
chant  ships  from  the  Leeward  Islands;  two  of  whicli 
were  captured,  as  was  also  tbe  Calcutta  man  of  war, 
after  an  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  To  other  parts 
of  the  squadron  also  fell  the  English  ships  Blanche, 
Arrow,  and  Acheron,  each  of  wbich  fought  till  they 
became  perfect  wrecks,  and  sunk  as  soon  as  the  respec- 
tive crews  could  be  taken  from  them.  Part  of  the 
Lisbon  and  Oporto  fleet  was  also  taken,  and  its  con  joy 
the  TAimable  frigate  bad  a  very  narrow  escape. 

The  combined  squadron  bad  thus  far  performed  its 
cruize  to  and  from  the  West  Indies,  and  had  eluded 
with  singular  address  the  pursuit  of  tbe  English  fleet 
ifnder  lord  Nelson,  wbich  had  been  dispatched  for  tbe 
express  purpose  of  bringing  it  to  action ;  an  event  not 
to  be  desired  by  Villeneuve  on  his  return  from  so  ar- 
duous a  voyage,  though  he  was  prepared  to  risk  an 
engagement  without  fear  or  alarm.  This  disposition 
he  evinced  when,  on  the  S2d  of  July,  1805,  he  fell  ia 
with  the  British  squadron  under  the  command  of  sir 
Robert  Calder.  He  might  have  stood  for  the  port  of 
Ferrol;  but  he  disdained  to  fly  before  any  force,  much 
less  from  one  that  was  apparently  inferior.  He  there- 
fore threw  out  the  signal  to  bear  up  to  the  English 
fleet,  and  prepare  for  action.  The  number  of  ships 
composing  the  combined  squadron  amounted  to  twen- 
ty sail  of  me  line,  three  ships  of  fifty  guns  each,  five  fri- 
gates, and  three  brigs;  tbe  fleet  commanded  by  sir 
Robert  Calder  consisted  of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  two 
•frigates,  a  cutter,  and  a  lugger.  The  action  lasted 
upwards  of  four  hours,  when  two  ships  of  tbe  Cadis 
s^uftdrpD,  under  admiral  Qravina,  viz.  the  San  Ra- 
9  pbael 
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pbael  of  eightj-four  guns^  and  La  Firma  of  seveoty^ 
four  gum,  were  cut  off  and  taken  bj  the  Eoglisb,  wha 
BOW  declined  any  further  engagement.  The  combined 
fleet,  after  continuing  to  offer  fresh  battle,  stood  for 
the  port  of  Vigo,  and  after  refitting  there,  sailed  on- 
molested  to  Ferrol,  and  finally  reached  the  port  of 
Cadiz. 

In  the  East  Indies^  admiral  Linois  still  continued  to 
manifest  the  most  indefatigable  exertions  in  promoting 
the  various  objects  of  his  destination.  He  engaged 
the  Centurion  of  fifty  guns,  and  the  Princess  Charlotte 
East  Indiaman,  in  the  roads  before  Vizagapatam. 
The  English  captain  L!nd,  in  the  Centurion^  sustained 
tyro  desperate  actions  with  Linois  in  the  Marengo  of 
•eighty- four  guns  and  three  frigates,  and  by  his  extra- 
ordinary valour  saved  his  ship;  but  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte struck  her  colours,  and  was  carried  to  the  Mau- 
ritius; which  the  French  admiral  relieved  from  the 
blockade  of  two  English  men  of  war,  and  by  the  pre- 
sence of  bis  squadron^  contributed  to  put  the  place  ia 
a  most  formidable  state  of  defence. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  our  readers,  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  year  1804,  Bonaparte  bad  assumed  the 
imperial  purple,  and  had,  in  his  own  person,  com- 
menced a  new  dynasty,  destined  to  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  the  Bourbons,  and  reigii  over  the  vast  dominions  of 
France  and  her  dependencies.  But  although  this  per- 
sonage (  certainly  one  of  the  most  fortunate,  if  not  the 
greatest  character  on  which  the  page  of  history  has 
ever  dwelt,)  had  taken  upon  himself  the  style  and  title 
of  emperor  of  the  Gauls,  respect  for  the  form  of  go- 
Ternment  he  had  so  recently  established  in  the  northern 
and  middle  provinces  of  Italy  induced  him  to  forego, 
at  the  moment  of  his  advancement  to  the  imperial  dia^ 
dem,  the  personal  sovereignty  of  that  country,  and 
which  still  therefore  retained  the  name  of  republic,  of 
which  Bonaparte  was  the  nominal  head.  \ 

The  complete  success,  however,  of  the  experiment 
which  he  had  tried  on  the  feelings  of  the  French  na- 
iiouj  and  the  acquiescence  of  the  greater  part  of  the 

£uropeao 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TBK  WARS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  »1EV0LUTK)N.         577 

European  courts  to  the  assumptioo  of  his  new  dignity, 
emboldened  binij  in  the  course  of  the  year  1805,  to 
extend  his  views  of  family  aggrandizement,  and  the 
iron  crowp  of  Charlemagne  was  destined  to  circle  the 
brows  of  Bonaparte.  It  is  also  more  than  probable, 
that  policy  and  the  lust  oC  conquest  had  an  equal  share 
with  ambition  in  inducing  him  to  take  the  name  of 
king  of  Italy.  The  limits  and  pretensions  of  the  Ita* 
lian  republic  were  necessarily  defined  by  the  name  and 
nature  of  the  government  it  had  chosen,,  and  which 
could  only  extend  to  those  provinces  of  which  it  al* 
ready  consisted.  But  the  kingdom  of  Italy  must  ne* 
cessarily  comprize,  unless  the  title  were  allowed  to  be 
a  palpable  absurdity,  the  whole  of  the  natural  and  ar* 
tificial  divisions  of  that  delightful  country.  When 
Bonaparte,  therefore,  desired  to  be  its  crowned  and 
acknowledged  monarch,  and  was  hailed  ''  king  of 
Italy,''  his  yie^s  upon  the  southern  provinces,  and  the 
rich  and  fertile  island  of  Sicily,  when  the  character  of 
the  man  is  consi<|ered,  cpuld  be  no  longer  problematic 
cal.  This  conjecture  too  was  not  diminished  in  force 
when  it  was  remembered,  that  under  pretences  equally 
insolent  and  unjust>  the  French  were  actually  in  con« 
siderable  force  in  Naples,  occupying  the  strong  and 
important  post  of  Otranto,  and  that  a  large  body  of 
troops  were  always  kept  in  motion^  hovering  upon  the 
Neapolitan  frontier. 

Whether  all,  or  some  only,  of  the  motives  we  have 
detailed,  operated  upon  the  mind  of  the  French  em- 
peror, upon  this  occasion,  certi^in  it  is,  that  he  lost  no 
time  in  carrying  his  purpose  into  effect.  He  therefor^ 
proceeded  to  invest  himself  with  the  sovereignty  of 
Italy,  to  which  he  had  been  invited  by  a  deputation 
from  the  Italian  consulta  of  state,  on  the  18tb  of 
March.  This  deputation  was  highly  flattering  to  the 
exalted  views  of  Napoleon ;  it  enabled  him  to  eclipse 
the  glories  of  Charlemagne  himself;  it  was  received 
with  eclat  in  the  hall  of  the  legislative  assembly^  be^ 
fore  a  full  meeting  of  the  senate  convened  for  this 
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purpose,  and  to  whom  Bonaparte  addressed  the  tol* 
losing  speech: 

''  Senators^ — We  have  thought  fit  to  appear 
among  jon  respecting  ohjecta  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  the  state.  The  force  and  power  of  the  French 
empire^  are  only  surpassed  by  the  moderation  which 
presides  in  all  our  political  transactions. 

'^  We  had  conquered  Holland;  three-fourths  of 
Germany;  Switzerland;  all  Italy.  We  have  been 
moderate  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  prosperity.  Of 
so  many  provinces,  we  have  only  kept  what  was  ne» 
cessary  to  preserve  us  at  the  same  point  of  considera* 
,tion  and  power,  which  France  has  always  possessed. 
The  partition,  of  Poland,  the  losses  sustained  bj 
Turkey,  the  conquest  of  the  Indies,  and  almost  all 
our  colonies,  had  destroyed  the  balance  of  power  to 
our  disadvantage.  Whatever  we  have  deemed  useless 
to  re-establish  that  balance  we  have  given  up;  and  in 
doing  so  we  have  acted  in  conformity  to  the  principle 
by  which  we  have  been  constantly  directed — never  to 
take  arms  for  vain  objects  of  grandeur^  nor  from  the 
lust  of  conquest. 

^^  Germany  has  been  evacuated ;  its  provinces  have 
been  restored  to  the  descendants  of  so  many  iUustrioua 
families,  which  would  have  been  ruined  had  we  not 
afforded  them  our  generous  protection.  We  have 
raised  them  up  and  given  them  new  vigour;  »and  the 
princes  of  Germany  have  now  more  splendour  and  eclat 
than  was  enjoyed  by  their  ancestors. 

^<  Austria  herself,  after  two  unsuccessful  wars,  has 
obtained  the  states  of  Venice.  She  would  always  have 
willingly  exchanged  the  provinces  she  has  lost  for 
Venice. 

''  Holland  was  declared  independent  almost  as  soon 
m  it  was  conquered.  The  union  of  Holland  to  onr 
empire  would  have  perfeeted  our  commercial  system^ 
as  the  greatest  rivers  of  one  half  of  our  territory  run 
through  Holland.  Nevertheless,  Holland  is  inde- 
-pendent;  and  its  customs,  commerce,  and  adminisira* 
ttion,  are  conducted  by  its  own  goverDinent. 

*'  Switzerland 
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^  Switzerland  was  occupied  by  our  armtes.    We 

'  defended  it  against  the  combined  forces  of  Europe. 

I  Its  union  with  us  would  have  completed  our  military 

I  frontier.     Nevertheless  Switzerland,  by  means  of  our 

mediation,  governs  itself  through  its  nineteen  canton% 

independent  and  free. 

^'  The  union  of  the  Italian  republic  to  the  French 
territory  would  have  been  an  advantage  to  our  agri* 
culture ;  nevertheless,  after  the  second  conquest,  we 
at  Lyons  confirmed  its  independence.  We  now  da 
more.  We  proclaim  the  principle  of  the  separation 
of  the  crowns  of  France  and  Italy,  by  fixing  for  that 
separation,  the  moment  when  it  can  be  don^  and 
without  danger  to  our  people  of  Italy. 

'^  We  have  accepted,  and  will  place  upon  our 
head,  the  iron  crown  of  the  ancient  Lombards,  in  or- 
der to  re-temper  and  consolidate  it,  so  that  it  may  not 
be  broken  by  the  shocks  by  which  it  will  be  threatened^ 
as  long  as  the  Mediterranean  continues  out  of  its  ha<* 
bitual  state.  But  we  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that 
we  will  transfer  that  crown  to  one  of  our  children*  na- 
tural or  adopted,  the  moment  we  are  freed  from  alarms 
for  that  independence  we  have  guaranteed  to  the  other 
states  of  the  Mediterranean. 

"  The  genius  of  evil  will  in  vain  labour  to  re^ 
kindle  war  on  tbe  continei^  What  has  been  united  to 
our  empire  by  the  constitution  shall  continue  united 
to  it.  No  new  province  will  be  incorporated  with  it. 
But  the  laws  of  tbe  Batavian  republic,  the  mediation 
of  the  nineteen  cantons  of  Switzerland,  and  this  first 
statute  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  shall  be  constantly 
under  the  protection  of  our  crown,  and  we  never  shall 
permit  any  violation  of  them.  In  every  circumstance, 
and  in  all  transactions,  we  shall  display  the  same  nuh- 
deration;  and  we  hope  that  our  people  will  not  again 
be  called  to  exhibit  that  courage  and  energy  they  have 
always  shewn  in  the  defence  of  their  lawful  rights." 

In  affected  compliance,  therefore,  with  tbe  addresses 
which  were  poured  in  upon  him,  from  the  various 
^PHtituted  authorities  of  the  Italian  republic,  who, 
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like  the  Cappadocians  of  old^  supplicated  the  ;oke  of 
bondage,  and  M^hich  urged  the  necessity  of  his  ap- 
pearance in  Italy,  to  remedy  the  defects  of  a  coDstitu- 
tion  they  pretended  was  imperfect,  and  utterly  inade* 
quate  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people,  Bona- 
parte, accompanied  by  his  empress,  set  off  for  Milan 
on  the  2nd  of  May,  and  arrived  at  that  city  early  in 
the  month.     Not  the  consul  Flaminius,  when,  on  the 

8 art  of  the  Roman  senate,  he  announced  the  restora- 
on  of  liberty  to  the  oppressed  and  dejected  states  of 
Greece,  was  received  with  so  much  apparent  trans- 
port, certainly  not  with  so  much  adulation,  as  was 
DOW  the  person,  who  came  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  a  tyrant  and  a  task-master,  by  the 
Italian  states !  Meetings  were  immediately  convened, 
and  the  whole  republic,  at  the  feet  of  Bonaparte,' 
humbly  besbught  htm  to  relieve  them  from  thebor- 
then  of  governing  themselves,  and  to  take  upon  him- 
self and  bis  heirs^  the  Italian  diadem.     To  this  flat* 
terin^  request  the  French  emperor  was  not  found 
inexorable,  and,  on  the  26th  of  May,  be  added  to 
his  other  titles,  that  of  "  King  of  Italy! !  !*' 

The  coronation  took  place  at  Milan,  with  the  nt- 
most  splendour,  solemnity,  pomp,  and  the  most  im- 
posing magnificence.  The  emperor,  seated  on  a  su- 
perb throne,  having  on  kic^  right  the  honours  of  the 
empire,  on  the  left  the  honours  of  Italy,  and  before 
^\0  the  honours  of  Charlemagne,  was  invested  with 
the  usual  insignia  of  royalty,  by  the  cardinal  arch- 
bishop, and  finally  ascending  the  altar,  seized  upon 
the  celebrated  iron'  crown,  there  deposited,  and  placed 
it  upon  bis  head,  saying,  at  the  same  time,  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  in  atone  bf  defiance,  (it  being  a  part 
of  the  ancient  ceremoiiial  on  the  enthroning  of  the 
Lombard  kings,)  the  remarkable  words:  Dieumela 
donne;  gare  a  qui  la  touche !  i.  e.  "  God  gives  it  me ; 
woe  to  him  that  presumes  to  touch  it  !**  He  then  ad^ 
'dressed  the  numerous  assembly,  and  all  the  constitut- 
*ed  authorities,  in  the  follov^ing  speech : 

•  *'   LCGISLA^ 
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*'  Legislators^ — I  have  neglected  noQe  of  the  ob- 
jects upon  which  mjr  experieDce  ia  adminbtratioa 
eould  be  useful  to  idj  people  of  Italy.  Before  I  re- 
turo  across  the  mountains^  I  shall  go  over  a  part  of  the 
departments^  to  become  better  acquainted  with  their 
wants.  I  shall  leave  ^lepositary  of  my  authority  this 
young  prince,  Eugene  Beauharnois,  whom  I  have 
brought  up  from  his  infancy,  and  who  will  be  ani* 
mated  by  my*  spirit.  I  have  besides  taken  measures  to 
direct,  myself,  the  most  important  affairs  of  the  state. 

''  Orators  of  my  council  will  present  to  you  a  pro- 
ject of  law  authorizing  my  chancellor  keeper  of  the 
seals^  M elzi,  to  act  for  four  years,  in  the  quality  of 
depositary  of  my  authority,  as  vice-president;  a  do* 
main  which,  -  remaining  in  his  family,  may  attest  to 
his  descendants  the  satisfaction  I  have  felt  from  its 
services. 

'^  I  think  I  have  given  fresh  proofs  of  my  constant 
resolution  to  fulfil  towards  my  people  of  llaly  every 
thing  they'can  expect  from  me.  I  hope  that  in  their 
torn  they  will  be  desirous  of  occupying  the  place  that 
I  destine  for  them  in  my  thoughts;  and  they  never 
will  attain  it,  but  by  persuading  themselves  that  the 
force  of  arms  is  the  principal  support  of  states.  It  is 
time  that  youth  who  live  in  the  idleness  of  great  cities^ 
should  cease  to  fear  the  fatigues  and  dangera  of  war« 
and  that  they  should  enable  themselves  to  make  their 
country  be  respected,  if  they  wish  their  country  to  be 
respectable. 

'*  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Body,  Vie  in  zeal 
with  my  council  of  state,  and  by  that  concours^  of 
wills  towards  the  sole  aim  of  the  public  prosperity, 
give  to  my  represientative  the  support  he  should  re* 
ceive  from  you. 

^'  The  British  government  having  received,  with  an 
evasive  answer,  the  propositions  I  made  to  it,  and  the 
king  of  England  having  immediately  rendered  them 
public  by  insulting  my  people  in  bis  parliament,  I 
have  seen  the  hopes  considerably  weakened  vfhich  I 
bad  conceived  of  the  re-establishment  of  peace.    How- 
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ever>  tfae  French  squadrons  have  since  obtained  suc-^ 
cesses  to  which  I  attach  importance  onlj  because  they 
SDOst  farther  convince  my  enemies  Of  the  inutility  of  a 
var  which  affords  them  nothing  to  gain^  and  every 
thing  to  lose.  The  divisions  of  the  flotillas  and  the 
Irigates  built  at  the  expeoce  of  the  finances  of  my 
kingdom  of  Italy^  and  which  at  present  make  a  part 
of  the  French  forces,  have  rendered  useful  services  in 
many  circumstances.  I  preserve  the  hope  that  the 
peace  of  the  continent  will  not  be  troubled;  and,  at 
all  events,  I  find  myself  in  a  position  to  fear  none  of 
the  chances  of  ^ar :  I  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  you  the 
yftrj  moment  my  presence  becomes  necessary  for  ibe 
preservation  of  my  kingdom  of  Italy/' 

After  the  ceremony  of  the  coronation>  than  which 
nothing  could  be  more  magnificent,  a  constitutional 
code,  being  the  third  which  this  country  had  received 
from  France,  was  communicated  to  the  states,  and 
eagerly  accepted  by  them.  The  most  remarkable  of 
its  provisions  were,  the  placing  the  regal  authority 
solely  in  the  person  of  Bonaparte,  with  the  privilege 
of  naming  bis  successor;  after  which,  however,  tbe 
crown,  with  certain  limitations,  was  to  be  hereditary. 
It  was  decreed  that,  hereafter,  the  monarch  must  con- 
stantly reside  within  the  Italian  states,  but  that,  while 
the  present  king  retained  the  crown  of  Italy,  he 
might  cause  himself  to  be  represented  by  a  viceroy, 
^bo  niust,  however,  reside  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  kingdom. 

After  the  death  of  Bonaparte,  the  kingdom  of 
Italy  roust  never  again  be  vested  in  the  same  person 
with  that  of  the  French  empire,  but  be  entirely  dis* 
parted  and  separated  from  it;  and  ample  means  were 
allowed  and  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  regal 
dignity — the  endowment  of  the  queen— *and  every 
other  ex  pence  incident  to  the  high  station  the  country 
had  placed  in  the  hands  of  Napoleon,  the  first  of  that 
name,  king  of  Italy.  Immediately  after  the  promul- 
gation of  this  body  of  laws,  prince  Eugene,  (Beau- 
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liarnois^)  son-^io-law  to  the  new  mooarcb^  was  ap« 
pointed  viceroy. 

The  emperor  and  king  then  proceeded  to  found  a 
new  order  of  knighthood  for  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  to 
consist  of  sixty  greBt  officers  of  state,  one  hundred 
commanders,  and  five  hundred  knights.  It  is  entitled 
the  Order  of  the  Iron  Crown,  and  i^  to  bear  as  a  motto 
the  above-mentioned  sentence,  spoken  by  Napoleon 
when  he  received  the  crown.  It  was  also  ordered  by 
an  imperial  decree,  that  the  viceroy  of  Italy  is  to 
bear  the  title  of  serene  highness,  and  shall  sit  on  the 
throne  to  which  his  majesty's  portrait  is  fixed,  but 
shall  keep  his  head  uncovered;  his  highness,  oo'en-* 
tering  the  church,  and  on  all  other  occasions  where 
his  majesty  is  not  present,  shall  be  received  like  the 
king  himself;  and  the  princes  and  princesses,  the  em- 
peror's brothers  and  sisters,  whenever  they  go  to 
Milan,  shall  first  pay  a  visit  to  the  viceroy,  where<- 
tipon  he  is  to  visit  them  in  return.  When  a  crowned 
head,  in  amity  or  alliance  with  France,  arrives  at 
Milan,  the  viceroy  shall  first  bid  such  prince  welcome* 
No  person  is  permitted  to  sit  down  in  his  presence 
without  his  leave,  except  the  princes  and  princesses^ 
who  may  take  their  seats  at  the  same  instant  with  him; 
and,  whenever  the  king  goes  to  visit  any  individual^ 
the  master  of  the  house  must  go  to  the  door  of  the 
carriage  to  receive  him. 

An  intention  was  partly  announced  of  removing  the 
leat  of  the  Italian  government  to  Route,  the  ancient 
metropolis  of  the  world. — A  splendid  diadem,  the 
produce  of  the  improved  state  of  the  arts  in  Paris,  waa 
on  this  occasion  exhibited  at  Milan;  and  cardinal 
Fesch  was  dispatched  to  Rome  to  present  it  to  his  ho** 
liness  the  pope.  This  diadem,  or  tiara,  is  richly  set 
with  diamonds,  rubies,  and  emeralds;  and  there  is 
one  emerald  at  the  top  of  it,  supporting  the  cross^ 
which  weighs  an  ounce  and  three  quarters.  This 
large  emerald  had  been  preserved  for  several  ages  in 
the  treasury  of  tb^e  Yaticao^  and  was  now,  in  thif 
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haDdflome  manner,  restored  to  the  pope  by  Bonaparte 
vbo  had  formerly  taken  it  as  plunder. 

It  is  observable  that,  at  the  ceremonial  of  the  coro«<> 
nation  of  Bonaparte,  the  doge  of  the  Ligurian  re- 
public was  present  at  Milan,  doubtless  in  order  the 
better  to  prepare  himself  for  the  part  i^hicb,  in  a  few: 
days,  be  was  called  upon  to  play.  Hitherto  Bona-, 
parte  had  preserved  to  Genoa,  the  once  proud  rival  of 
Venice  for  the  empire  of  the  seas,  and  always  the  fifnn 
and  attached,  indeed  the  natural  ally  of  France,  aa 
appearance  of  independence,  and,  under  tbe  new  con^ 
atitutions  of  tbe  Ligurian  republicj  had  condescended 
to  consider  and  treat  with  her  as  an  independent  state. 
It  is  true,  the  new  republic  had  not  much  to  boast  of, 
cither  in  the  terms  of  the  result  of  the  treaty,  which 
was  concluded  between  her  and  France,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year.  For  the  liberty  of  sailing  under 
French  colours,  and  a  few  other  as  equivocal  advan- 
tages, Genoa  had  bound  herself  to  furnish  France 
with  six  thousand  sailors,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  war:  she  likewise  ceded  her  harbour^ 
dock-yards,  arsenals,  &c.  to  the  disposal  of  the 
French  government;  and  further  engaged  to  con* 
struct  a  bason,  large  enough  to  build  and  equip  ten 
sail  of  the  line,  at  her  own  expence;  the  ships  to  be 
built  from  her  stores,  solely  for  the  use  of  France! 
For  these  concessions  her  independence  was  to  be  ac- 
knowledged and  secured. 

The  tender  mercies  of  the  French  ruler,  however, 
'  were  not  to  be  of  long  endurance.    An  extension  of 
tbe  same  policy  which  had  operated  in  the  change  of 
tbe  Italian  republic,  was  to  extinguish  for  ever  the  li- 
berty and  independence  of  Genoa. 

We  have  already  seen,  thatj  in  the  settlement  of  the 
ihrone  of  Italy^  it  was  stipulated  that  it  should  never 
hereafter  vest  in  the  person  of  the  future  French  em,- 
peror:  hence  a  possibility, of  an  entire  separation  be- 
tyireen  the  two  countries  in  political  friendship  and  re- 
lations.   Contemplating  such  an  event,  the  annexation 
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of  Genoa  and  its  territory  to  the  crown  of  France  was 
an  object  of  the  last  importance.  Already  in  posses* 
sion  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont^  that  of  Genoa  secured  the 
passage  of  French  armies  into  Italy,  by  a  road  wfaich» 
if  in  the  bands  of  an  hostile  or.  even  a  neutral  power^ 
would  be  utterly  impracticable^  and  the  future  de« 
pendence  of  Italy  upon  France  might  be  rendered^  or 
gradually  become,  doubtful  and  precarious.  \ 

Before  such  considerations  the  faith  of  treaties  was 
as  nothing  in  the  scale ;  and  the  chief  of  the  Liguriao 
republic  was  given  to  understand  that  be  must  prepare 
himself  to  make,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  a  formal 
surrender  of  their  liberties  and  territory  to  the  French 
nation.  This  ceremony  took  place,  with  all  due  so- 
lemnity, at  Milan,  on  the  4th  of  June,  when  the  doge, 
in  a  full  convocation  of  the  gk*eat  officers  of  state  of 
the  new  kingdom  of  Italy,  addressed  Bonaparte,  and 
solicited  him  to  grant  to  the  Genoese  nation  the  hap-- 
piness  of  being  his  subjects.  His  majesty  returned  a 
very  long  and  a  very  gracious  answer;  in  the  course  of 
which  he  said,  "  I  will  realize  your  wish — I  will  unite 
you  to  my  great  people.  It  will  be  to  me  a  new  means 
for  rendering  more  efficacious  the  protection  I  have 
always  loved  to  grant  you.  *  My  people  will  receive 
you  with  pleasure.  They  know  that,  in  all  circum- 
stances, you  have  assisted  their  arms  with  friendship^ 
and  have  supported  them  with  all  your  means.  They 
find  besides,  with  your  ports,  an  increase  of  maritime 
power,  which  is  necessary  to  them  to  sustain  their  law- 
ful rights  against  the  oppressors  of  the  seas.  You  will 
find,  in  your  union  with  my  people,  a  continent.  You 
have  only  ports  and  a  marine.  You  will  find  a  flag^ 
which,  whatever  may  be  the  pretensions  of  my  ene- 
mies, I  will  maintain  on  all  the  seas  of  the  universe 
constantly  free  from  insult  and  from  search,  and  ex- 
en»pt  from  the  right  of  blockade,  which  I  will  never 
recognize  but  for  places  really  blockaded,  as  well  by 
sea  ad  by  land.  You  will  find  yourselves  sheltered 
under  it  from  this  shameful  slavery,  the  existence  of 
ivbich  I  reluctantly  suffer  with  respect  to  weaker  na- 
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tiom,  but  from  which  I  will  always  guaraotee  niy 
subjects.'' 

Having  thus  secured  to  hiiuseir  personal  aggran- 
dizement to  his  family  the  reversion  of  a  new  formed 
kingdom^  and  to  France  a  most  important  territorial 
acquisition^  Bonaparte  returned  to  Paris,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  12tb  of  August^  and  was  received  oo 
the  road  and  in  his  capital  with  the  demonstrations  of 
the  greatest  personal  attachment  of  his  people^  and  of 
their  entire  approbation  of  bis  conduct. 

Whether  it  were  that  these  great  arrangements 
having  been  completed  to  his  perfect  satisfaction,  that 
he  now  seriously  meditated  the  invasion  of  the  British 
islands;  or  that>  aware  of  the  necessity  there  would  be 
of  speedily  employing  the  whole  of  his  disposable 
force. upon  the  continent;  the  emperor  had  hardly  re- 
turned to  bis  capital)  when  he  repaired  to  the  encamp* 
ed  army  at  Boulogne,  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  it, 
as  well  as  to  inspect  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  pass 
the  narrow  seas.  Having  satisfied  himself  of  the  effi- 
ciency and  excellent  appointment  of  this  vast  body  of 
troops,  not  less  at  that  moment  than  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  disciplined  soldiers^  without  reckon- 
ing the  cavalry  or  artillery,  he  again  proceeded  to 
Paris,  where  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  required 
his  immediate  presence. 

From  the  tenour  of  the  official  publications  which 
appeared  in  the  course  of  last  year^  Sk  the  part  of 
those  powers  who  could,  with  safety  tp  themselves, 
openly  remonstrate  against  the  daily  aggressions  and 
increasing  pretensions  of  the  chief  of  the  French  na- 
tion, it  nyght  have  been  expected,. that  ere  long  fur- 
ther efibrts  would  be  made  to  assert  the  independence 
of  Europe,  and  set  bounds  to  his  ambition. 

In  fact,  early  in  the  present  year,  ( 11th  of  April, ) 
a  treaty  of  concert,  between  the  king  of  England  and 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  was  signed  at  St.  Petersburgb, 
whereby,  after  observing  that  the  state  of  sufieriog  ia 
which  Europe  was  placed  demanded  speedy  remedy^ 
the  contracting  parties  mutually  agreed  to  consult  up- 
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OD  the  means  of  putting  a  stop*  thereto,  without  wait- 
ing for  further  encroachments  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government.  In  this  view,  they  agreed  to  employ  the 
most  prompt  and  most  efficacious  means  to  form  a  ge- 
neral league  of  the  states  of  Europe,  and  in  order  to 
accomplish  the  end  proposed,  to  collect  together  a 
force  which,  independently^  of  the  succours  furnished 
by  his  Britannic  majesty,  might  amount  to  five  hun- 
dred thousand  effective  men,  and  to  employ  the  same 
with  energy,  in  order  either  to  induce  or  to  compel 
'  the  French  government  to  consent  to  the  re-establish- 
ment  of  peace,  and  of  the  balance  of  Europe,   v 

The  object  proposed  to  be  effected  by  this  leagua 
was  the  evacuation  of  the  Hanoverian  territory  and  the 
north  of  Germany. — The  establishment  pf  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  republics  of  Holland  and  Switzerland. 
— The  re-establishment  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  in  Pied- 
mont, with  as  large  an  augmentation  of  territory  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit. — The  future  security  of  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the  complete  evacuation  of 
Italy,  the  island  of  Elba  included,  by  the  French  forces. 
The  establishment  of  an  order  of  things  in  Europe,  which 
might  effectually  guarantee  the  security  and  independ- 
ence of  the  different  states,  and  present  a  solid  barrier 
against  future  usurpations. — His  Britannic  majesty 
engaged  to  contribute  to  the  common  efforts,  by  em- 
ploying his  forces,  both  by  sea  and  land,  as  well  as 
Teasels  for  transporting  troops  in  the  general  ^lan  of 
operations,  and  to  assist  the  different  powers  by  subsi- 
dies, which  should  correspond  with  the  amount  of 
their  respective  forces  so  employed. 

It  was  mutually  agreed,  that,  in  the  event  of  this 
league  being  formed,  they  would  not  make  peace  with 
France,  but  with  the  common  consent  of  all  the  powers 
who  should  become  parties  to  it. 

Sweden  and  Austria  had  already  entered  into  tjiese 
Tiews;  but  no  intention  was  manifested  on  the  part  of 
these  powers  to  proceed  to  hostUities,  until  an  attempt 
to  attain  by  negociation  the  objects  of  the  concerted 
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alliance  had  proved  abortive;  on  the  contrary^.a  Rut^ 
Bian  envoy  ( baron  Novosiltzoff )  was  nominated  to  oe- 
gociate  with  France^  and  had  actually  proceeded  to 
Berlin,  on  bis  way  to  Paris,  when  intelligence  arrived 
of  the  annexation  of  Genoa  to  the  French  empire. 

Under  this  change  of  circumstances,  he  applied  to 
bis  court  for  fresh  instructions:  the  result  was  bisim-* 
mediate  recal.  But,  prior  to  his  departure,  be  ad- 
dressed a  note,  dated  the  10th  of  July,  to  baron  Har- 
'  denberg,  the  Prussiain  minister,  which  was  communi- 
cated by  him  to  M.  la  For6t,  the  French  resident  at 
Berlin,  explaining  the  cause  of  the  interruption  of  bis 
mission.  The  following  is  a  translation  of  baron  No- 
vosiltzofT's  manifesto: 

'^  Whenhis  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Rosnas, 
in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  Britannic  maje»* 
ty,  bad  resolved  to  send  the  undersigned  to  Bonaparte, 
to  meet  the  paci&c  overtures  which  he  had  made  to 
the  court  of  London,  his  Russian  majesty  was  guided 
by  two  sentiments  and  motives  of  equal  force,  namely, 
his  desire,  on  the  one  hand,  to  support  a  sovereign  who 
was  ready  to  make  exertions  and  sacriBces  for  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity;  and,  on  the  other  band,  to  procure 
advantages  to  all  the  states  of' Europe  from  such  a  pa- 
cific disposition. 

''  His  imperial  majesty  of  Russia  availed  himself  of 
the  mediation  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  when  he  re- 
quested passports  for  bis  plenipotentiary.  He  declared 
that  he  should  only  receive  them  on  that  particular 
condition,  namely,- that  his  plenipotentiary  should  en- 
ter directly  upon  a  negociation  with  the  chief  of  the 
French  government,  without  acknowledging  the  new 
title  which  he  had  assumed ;  and  that  Bonaparte  should 
give  explicit  assurances  that  he  was  still  animated  by 
the  same  wish  for  a  general  peace  which  be  had  ap- 
peared to  shew  in  his  letter  to  bis  Britannic  majesty. 
This  preliminary  assurance  was  the  more  necessary, 
since  Bonaparte  bad  assumed  the  title  of  king  of  Italy 
immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  answer  given  by  hit 
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Britannic  majesty  to  his  letter  of  the  Ist  of  Janoarj; 
a  title  which  in  itself  put  a  new  obstacle  in  the  waj  of 
the  desired  restoration  of  peace. 

''  By  a  fresh  aggression  of  the  most  aolemn  treatiei, 
the  union  of  the  Ligurian  republic  with  France  baa 
been  effected.  This  event  of  itself,  the  circumstances 
which  have  accompanied  it^  the  formalities  whicl^ 
have  been  employed  to  hasten  the  execution  thereof 
the  moment  which  has  been  chosen  to  carry  the  same 
into  t^xecntion^  have^  alas!  formed  ap  aggregate  which* 
must  terminate  the  sacrifices  which  his  imperial  ma* 
jesty  of  Rusi^ia  would  hav^  made,  at  the  pressing  re- 
quest of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  hope  of  restoring 
the  necessary  tranquillity  to  Europe  by  the  means  of 
negociation. 

'^  Without  doubt  bis  imperial  majesty  of  Russia 
would  not  have  insisted  so  strenuously  on  the  condi- 
tions fixed  by  him,  if  the  French  government  had  ful- 
filled the  hope  that  it  would  respect  the  first  tie  which 
holds  society  together,  and  which  upholds  the  confi- 
dence of  engagements  between  civilized  nations;  but  it 
cannot  possibly  be  believed,  that  Bonaparte,  when  he 
granted  the  passports^  which  were  accompanied  with 
the  most  pacific  declarations,  seriously  intended  to 
fulfil  them;  because,  during  the  time  which  would 
necessarily  elapse  between  the  granting  of  the  pass- 
ports add  the  arrival  of  the  undersigned  at  Paris,  he 
took  measures  which,  far  from  conciliating  the  re- 
storation of  peace,  were  of  such  a  nature  that  they  an- 
nihilated the  very  grounds  of  peace. 

''  Ttie  undersigned,  in  calling  to  the  recollection  of 
his  excellency  baron  Hardenberg  facts  with  which  the 
cabinet  of  bis  Prussian  majesty  is  very  minutely  ac- 
quainted, must  at  the  same  time  inform  him,  that  he 
has  just  now  received  from  his  Russian  majesty  an  or- 
der, dated  the  9th  (2ist)  June,  to  return  the  annexed 
passports  immediately,  and  to  request  your  excellencv 
to  transmit  the  same  to  the  French  government  with 
this  present  declaration,  since  no  use  whatever  can  be 
fnade  of  them  in  the  present  state  of  aflfairs. 
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**  The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  opportu- 
mtj  to  renew  to  bis  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  re- 
spect. 

(Signed)  -     "  N.  Von  Novosiltzoff." 

The  above  manifesto  was  a  signal  to  Austria  to  be- 
come a  member  of  the  league^  and  accordingly  a  treaty 
to  that  effect  was  signed  on  the  9th  of  August^  by  her 
plenipotentiary^  at  St.  Petersburgh.  A  copy  of  it  was 
also  immediately  transmitted  by  all  the  foreign  mini- 
sters then  residing  at  Berlin  to  their  respective  courts, 
by  special  couriers.  The  French  government  was 
also  quickly  occupied  in  analyzing  its  contents^  and  ia 
framing  a  counter-manifesto^  which  was  published  at 
Paris  on  the  13th  of  August: 

*'  The  mission  of  the  Russian  envoy,  M.  Novosilt- 
zoff,  was  announced  to  all  Europe  several  months  be- 
fore it  commenced;  and  this  was  sufficient  to  render  it 
abortive.  It  also  became  the  subject  of  many  discus- 
sions, calculations,  and  intrigues.  If  the  object  of  his 
mission  was  to  allay  the  coolness  existing  between 
France  and  Russia,  he  would  probably  have  succeeded. 
What,  indeed,  have  France  and  Russia  to  do  with  each 
other  ?  Independent  of  each  other,  they  are  unable  to 
hurt,  but  all-powerful  to  do  good,  to  one  another.  If 
the  emperor  of  the  French  exerts  great  influence  in 
Italy,  the  emperor  of  Russia  exerts  a  much  greater  in- 
fluence on  the  Ottomon  Porte  and  in  .Persia.  The 
former  has  a  limited  influence,  which  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  discussions  on  the  subject  of  her  boun- 
daries, and  does  not  much  increase  her  power;  the  lat- 
ter, on  tho  other  hand,  exerts  her  influence  over  twi? 
powers  of  the  first  rank,  which  have  long  stood  in  the 
same  political  rank  with  France  and  Russia,  and  which 
rule  over  Arabia,  the  Caspian  and  the  Black  Seas.  If 
the  Russian  cabinet  thinks  it  has  a  right  to  fix  the  just 
boundaries  by  which  France  is  to  be  limited  on  all 
sides,  then  that  cabinet  will  undoubtedly  allow  the 
emperor  of  the  French  to  fix  the  boundary  by  which 
it  is  to  be  limited  in  its  turn.     When  it  views  with 
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Herechers  telescope^  from  the  terrace  of  the  paUce  of 
the  Tauride^  what  happens  between  the  emperor  of  the' 
French-*  and  some  tribes  in  the  Appenninet^  it  ought 
not  to  demand  that  the  emperor  of  the  French  should 
not  see  what  becomes  of  the  ancient  and  illustrious 
empire  of  Soljman  arid  of  Persia;  that  he  should  not 
see  that  for  ten  years  past  the  whole  Caucasus  had 
been  united  with  Russia ;  that  Wallachia  and  Molda- 
via are  entirely  dependent  on  Russia;  that  she  has 
subjected  to  herself  the  months  of  the  Pbasis^  and  con- 
structed forts  there ;  that^  thereby  obliging  the  Porte 
to  suffer  her  conquests^  she  has  procured  great  advan- 
tages to  herself  for  pursuing  her  conquests  into  the 
heart  of  Persia. 

*'  Is>  then,  the  emperor  of  fht  French  lowered  to  ^ 
that  degree  of  weakness,  that 'he  must  coolly  listen  to  a 
Russian  commissary 'ctilliog  him  to  an  account  for 
what  he  does  in  countries  unknown  to  Russia,  and 
with  which  she  has  no  relation?  that  he  must  close  his 
eyes  from  seeing,  and  restrain  from  answering,  when 
tultan  Selim  has  less  to  say  in  Constantinople  than  a 
simple  envoy  from  St.  Petersburg ;  when  the  Rospbo* 
rus  is  violated,  and  the  consequences  of  the  occupation 
of  the  Crimea  and  of  the  mouths  of  the  Phasis  are  felt 
ia  full  force?  But  if  a  Russian  commissary,  coming 
to  Paris  to  say  that  a  diminution  of  influence  in  Italy 
was  demanded,  should  say  at  the  same  time,  that  a 
guarantee  shall  be  given  for  Persia  and  the  Porte^  the 
Caucasus  restored  to  the  shah  of  Persia,  and  tranquil- 
lity be  given  to'that  vast  empire  after  so  many  years  of 
internal  wars  and.calamkies,  then  it  would  be  easy  to 
conceive  what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  laogtiage: 
the  emperor  of  the  French  would  be  ready  to  meet  so 
0oble  an  agreement;  he  would  listen,  not  to  menaces^ 
but  to  a  desire  to  consolidate  the  independence  of  na- 
tions and  the  happiness  of  mankind.  *  Whatever  sacri* 
fices  he  should  make  for  the  independence  of  the 
'  Porte  and  of  Persia,  he  would  still  be  a  gainer:  pos- 
terity, for  which  he  labours,  would  acknowledge  him 
its  delivereri  and  admire  the  acuteness  of  that  reason 
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inrhich  made  him  discover  beforehand  that  the  IUii«^ 
aiaDS  would  b;  the  oppressors  of  the  whole  world,  even 
as  they  now  oppress  the  North,  aod  the  establishmeot 
of  that  universal  monarchy  with  which  Europe  baa 
\^een  so  much  frightened,  and  which  has  been  so  lon^ 
held  up  to  its  view  as  the  aim  of  the  French  nation, 
which  comprises  every  thing  in  itself,  and  can  never 
be  dangerous  to  the  independence  of  other  countries. 

'^  If  the  Russian  plenipotentiary  came  with  a  mes-» 
sage  from  England,  who  is  there  but  sees  the  diffieul- 
ties>  the  unavoidable  trouble,  which  new  instructions, 
new  pretensions  of  Russia  would  introduce?  If  the 
English  government  is  desirous  of  peace,  it  will  recoU 
lect  that  it  can  only  reply  to  a  French  note  by  an  En-^ 
glish  note.  These  two  languages  are  easily  translated^ 
and  the  intervention  of  another  would  only  render  the 
negociation  more  intricate.  Could  M.  NovosiltzoflT 
be  acquainted,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens» 
the  empire  of  Mysore  was  not  wholly  united  to  the 
English  possessions?  that  the  empire  of  the  Mabrattas 
was  annihilated?  that  England  has  doubled  her  power 
in  India,  and  that  no  European  ship  can  navigate  those 
seas  ?  Did  be  think  that  France  would  give  up  ber 
conunerce  with  India  for  ever  ?  Or  did  that  plenipo* 
tentiary  come  to  say»  that  Russia  had  procured  the  li* 
berty  of  the  ladies,  and  of  the  European  commerce  in 
India?  the  recognition  of  the  universal  sovereignty  of 
the  seas?  the  renunciation  of  all  the  interpretations  con^ 
cerning  the  right  of  blockade?  Did  be  at  the  same 
time  come  to  demand,  that  the  crown  of  Italy  should 
be  placed  on  another  bead,  and  to  require  the  surren- 
der of  some  parts  of  the  territory  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Alps?  If  this  was  the  case,  he  should  have  been 
welcome;  he  would  have  met  with  no  obstacles,  and 
his  undertakings  would  have  been  crowned  with  sue* 
cess. 

'^  But  if  he,  approving  what  England  does,  recog- 
nizing her  right  to  search  all  ships,  to  place  whole 
kingdoms  in  a  state  of  blockade,  applauding  the  im- 
mense increase  of  her  power  in  India,  came  to  repre^ 
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sent  to  France,  that  she  ought  to  eyacuate  Parma  and" 
Genoa,  and  renounce  the  crown  of  Italy;  then  it 
would  appear  that  it  was  evidently  intended  to  oppress 
France;  then  it  would  be  France  which  they  would 
wish  to  bring  back  to  those  times  when  Poland  was 
partitioned  without  its  own  consent,  when  means  were 
found  to  terrify  a  degenerate  race,  to  deprive  it  of  the 
consciousness  of  its  worth,  and  even  of  the  will  of  op- 
posing the  op  pression.  France  has  arms,  courage,  and 
armies;  yea,  of  whatevernature  the  coalition  snail  be 
which  the  English  ministers  may  6nd  means  to  form^ 
France,  though  regretting  the  influence  of  English 
gold  on  the  continent,  will  dissolve  the  gordian  knot 
as  often  as  it  shall  be  formed. 

^'Poland  has  been  partitioned;  France  must  have 
for  it  Belgium  and  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  The 
Crimea  has  been  occupied,  the  Caucasus,  the  mouths 
of  the  Phasis,  &e.  France  must  have  a  compensa- 
tidB  in  Europe;  the  principles  of  self-preservation  re- 
quire it 

^*  Is  a  general  congress  of  Europe  wished  for  ? 
Well.  Let  each  power  place  at  the  disposal  of  that 
congress  the  conquests  which  she  has  made  within  the 
last  fifty  years;  re-establish  Poland,  restore  Venice  io 
its  senate,  Trinidad  to  Spain,  Ceylon  to  Holland,  and 
the  Crimea  to  the  Porte;  withdraw  to  a  distance  from 
the  Phasis  and  the  Bosphorus;  give  up  Caucasus  and 
Georgia;  let  the  Porte,  after  so  many  disasters,  take 
a  iittle  breath;  let  the  dominion  of  the1\f ahratta,  and 
the  kingdom  of  Mysore,  be  re-established,  or  no 
longer  remain  the  exclusive  property  of  England — 
then  shall  France  recede  within  her  ancient  boun- 
daries, and  in  so  doing  Fraace  assuredly  will  not  be 
the  greatest  loser.  Whence  then  this  furious  outcry^ ' 
this  summons  to  a  crusade  against  a  power  which  for 
the  last  fifty  years  has  derived  less  advantage  than  any 
other  from  the  revolutions  of  states,  and  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  ' 
wbicb,  uniformly  victorious,  has  retained  nothing  of 
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ber  conquests  but  wbat  was  necessary  to  form  an  equi- 
table compensation? 

*^  It  is  the  fashion  at  present  to  inveigb  against  the 
ambition  of  France;  had  8he»  however^  been  disposed 
to  retain  the  territories  conquered  by  ber  arms,  the 
half  of  Austria,  the  states  of  Yenicej  the  kingdom 
of  Naples^  Switzerland,  and  Holland^  would  still  bare 
been  subject  to  her  dominion.  The  real  boundaries  of 
France  are  the  Rhine  and  the  Adige.  Did  not  the 
French  penetrate  beyond  the  Adige  and  the  Rhine? 
Were  they  prevented  by  force  of  arms  from  taking  the 
Suiza  and  the  Drave  as  their  boundaries  ?  Or  did  they 
not  forego  those  boundaries  from  a  generous  mode- 
ration ? 

<'  As  to  England,  the  treaty  of  Amiens  is  still  id 
force.  It  was  concluded  after  a  deliberate  and  hng 
investigation  of  the  reciprocal  interests  of  the  two 
states;  it  was  broken  unexpectedly,  and  upon  idle  pre-* 
tences.  Re-establish  that  treaty,  and  both  states  are 
at  peace.  But  if  England  requires  new  conditions-** 
if  she  wishes  to  enter  into  a  discussion  respectii^  the 
frontiers  of  France  on  the  side  of  Italy — ^let  her  gWe 
to  France  a  share  of  the  Mahratta  territory;  let  her, 
in  short,  adopt  maxims  consistent  with  tbe  independ* 
ence  of  the  other  powers.  But  tbe  English  will  per- 
h^aps  say,  '  It  is  better  to  sink  than  to,  consent  that  the 
flag  shall  protect  the  cargo— that  a  vessel,  for  whatr 
ever  she  contain^,  or  whatever  is  done  on-^board  her, 
^hall  be  accountable  only  to  tbe  sovereign  of  the  state 
to  which  she  belongs— that  the  Indies  shall  cease  to  be 
our  property,  or  that  any  other  power  whatsoever 
shall  have  a  right  to  share  with  us  in  pur  superiority 
in  the  Indies!'  Do  not  then  expect  that  FrsM^e  shall 
enter  into  discussions  upon  points  which  do  not  con- 
cern you,  or  do  you  consent  to  enter  into  discussiona 
with  her  upon  points  which  involve  the  sacred  interest^ 
of  all  nations?— France  duly  appreciates  the  advan- 
tages of  peace:  but  she  will  carry  on  the  war  as  lon^ 
af  it  shall  be  necessary  towards  maintaining  the  ho- 
nour 
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nour  of  her  flag^  and  the  preponderance  which  it  hai 
acquired;  and  until  she  has  obtained  the  assurance, 
that  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  world  a  Frenchman 
may  shew  himself^  he  shall  not  have  occasion  to  blush 
in  consequence  of  the  insults  and  arrogant  assumptions 
of  the  English/' 

A  continental  war  now  appearing  inevitable^  con- 
tending princes  seriously  prepared  to  augment  their 
armies^  and  called  forth  all  their  energies  for  carrying 
their  respective  plans  into  effect.  Bonaparte^  averse 
to  procrastination^  and  determined  to  bring  the  point 
toan  issue^  01^  the  16th  of  August^  published  a  decla- 
ration, calling  upon  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  avow 
the  object  of  his  immense  armamenls,  and  of  bis  real 
intentions  towards  France;  and  also  on  the  emperor 
and  king  of  Austria  and  Germany  to  remove  his  army 
from  the  Tyrolase;  and  either  to  observe  a  strict 
neutrality,  or  declare  his  intentions  with  respect  to  the 
warlike  preparations  then  on  foot.  This  requisition 
concludes  as  follows: 

'^  The  emperor  of  the  French  h  on  the  point  of  un«- 
dertaking  the  expedition  against  England.  In  this  in« 
tention,  and  depending  entirely  upon  Ihe  peace  ex- 
isting with  Austria,  and  the  other  powers  of  the  con- 
tinent, he  has  assembled  on  the  coast  the  greatest  part 
of  his  troops  from  Italy  and  the  Rhine,  and  has  al- 
most entirely  evacuated  Switzerland.  It  was,  there- 
fore, to  his  infinite  surprise,  that  his  majesty  ledrned 
that  great  movements  have  taken  place  among  the 
Austrian  troops  in  Italy,  in  the  Tyrol,  and  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Bavaria.  His  majesty  consequently 
thinks  himself  not  only  justified,  but  also  obliged,  be- 
fore he  executes  the  great  enterprise  in  question,  to 
require  of  the  court  of  Vienna  a  positive  declaratioQ 
relative  to  the  object^  of  those  measures  and  its  farther 
intentions,  that,  in  case  the  reply  be  not  satisfactory, 
the  emperor  of  the  French  may  postpone  the  expedi- 
tion against  England,  and  repair  to  the  Rhine  with  his 
whole  force^  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  Austria  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  continent/' 

4  F  a  Counter 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S96         MEMOIRS  OF  BONAPAftTB  AND  HISTORY  OF 

Counter  declarations  were  immediately  issued  bj  tbe 
courts  of  Petersburg  and  Vienna.-  Tbe  Ruuiao  mi- 
nister, on  the  31st  Si  August,  delivered  the  declara- 
tion of  his  sovereign  to  the  French  minister  at  Vienna. 
It  is  therein  stated  to  be  ''  the  fixed  and  inflexible  re- 
solution of  Russia  to  enforce  her  claim  by  war;  or, 
if  submitting  to  a  negociation,  to  maintain  a  state  of 
armed  truce  while  the  articles  are  pending.  That  the 
emperor  considers  himself  as  under  the  solemn  obligar 
tion  of  rescuing  the  states  of  Europe  from  French 
predominance,  and  of  affording  them  an  immediate 
and  effectual  resistance.  He  refuses  to  recommence 
the  negociation,  under  any  circumstance,  until  he  has 
placed  himself  in  a  situation  to  be  enabled  to  assist  bis 
allies  at  the  moment  when  they  may  be  attacked.  For 
this  purpose  he  has  ordered  two  armies,  of  fifty  thou- 
sand men  each,  to  march  through  Gallicia  to  the  Da- 
nube, as  a  measure  of  precaution,  in  order  to  continae 
.the  support  of  a  powerful  army  of  observation,  with 
the  m^ociations  for  peace;  which  army  will  be  in  a 
situation  to  prevent  all  farther  aggressions  during  tbe 
period  of  pacification." 

This  declaration  of  the  court  of  Russia,  was  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  to  the  French 
government^  Which  was  transmitted  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember: 

.  ^'  The  court  of  Vienna  yields,  without  delay,  to 
the  request  which  the  emperor  of  France  has  made  of 
a  categorical  explanation  respecting  the  motive  of  its 
preparations.  The  court  of  Vienna  has  no  other  mo- 
tive than  that  of  maintaining  peace  and  friendship 
with  France,  and  securing  the  general  tranquillity  of 
the  continent  It  has  no  other  wish  than  that  the  em- 
peror of  the  French  may  entertain  correspondii^  sen- 
timents. The  maintenance  of  peace,  however,  be^ 
tween  the  two  states,  does  not  merely  consist  in  their 
not  attacking  each  other.  It  depends  not  less,  in 
reality,  on  the  fulfilment  of  those  treaties  on  which 
peace  is  founded. 
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'^  The  peace  between  Austria  and  France  was 
founded  upon  the  treaty  of  Luneville.  One  of  the 
articles  of  that  treaty  stipulated  and  guaranteed  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Itafian>  Helvetic^  and  Batavian, 
republics^  and  left  them  at  liberty  to  choose  their  own 
governments.  Any  measure^^  therefore,  which  tend 
to  compel  these  states  to  choose  a  government,  consti- 
tution, or  sovereign,  otherwise  than  according  to  their 
free  will,  or  otherwise  than  is  consistent  with  the  main- 
tenance of  a  real  political  independence,  is  a  breach  of 
the  peace  of  Luneville,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Austria 
to  complain  of  such  a  violation. 

"  Toe  maintenance  of  general  tranquillity  requires 
that  each  power  should  confine  itself  within  its  own 
frontiers,  and  respect  the  rights  and  independence  of 
other  states,  whether  strong  or  weak.  That  tranquil- 
lity is  troubled,  when  any  power  appropriates  ta  her- 
self a  right  of  occupation,  protection,  or  influence; 
when  that  right  is  neither  founded  on  the  laws  of  na- 
tions or  on  treaties;  when  she  speaks  after  peace  of  the 
right  of  conquest;  when  she  employs  force  and  me- 
naces to  prescribe  laws  to  her  neighbours,  and  compels 
them  to  sign  treaties  of  alliance,  concession,  subjuga- 
tion, or  incorporation,  at  her  will. 

"  Under  such  circumstances,  it  becomes  necessary 
^for  other  powers  to  arm,  to  support  each  other,  and 
to  join  in  maintaining  their  own>  and  the  general  se- 
curity. Thus  the  military  preparations  of  the  court 
^f  Vienna  are  provoked  by  the  preparations  of  France, 
as  well  as  by  her  neglect  of  all  means  of  securing  and 
maintaining  the  balance  of  power,  and  future  tran** 
quillity. ,  On  the  contrary,  French  armies  were  ra- 
{>idly  assemjliled  in  Italy,  without  any  regard  to  the 
promises  given  that  no  military  preparations  should 
take  place  in  that  country.  An  encampment  of  thirty 
thousand  men  in  the  plain  of  Marengo,  was  speedily 
followed  by  another  encampment  of  forty  thousand 
men  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Tyrol  and  Austro-Yene^ 
tian  provinces.  His  majesty  thus  found  himself  under 
ifae  necessity  of  providing,  without  delay,  for  his  own 
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•afety.  He  was  now  conviDced  that  his  paeific, 
friendly,  and  moderate,  seDtimeots  were  Dot  met  by 
such  sentiments  on  the  part,  of  his  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  the  French,  as  to  permit  him  any  longer  to 
neglect  taking  the  necessary  measures  for  asserting  his 
Just  rights,  and  maintaining  the  dignity  of  his  em- 
pire. 

*'  This  is  the  cause  of  {he  present  armament.  The 
tame  dispositions,  however,  which  made  his  msyesty 
ao  anxious  to  avoid  a  recurrence  to  such  measures,  have 
also  determined  their  precise  object.  The  emperor 
arms  not  with  hostile  views;  he  arms  not  to  operate  a 
diversion  against  a  landing  in  England.  Besides,  the 
execution  of  this  descent,  after  two  years  menaces^ 
does  not  seem  to  be  exactly  calculated  for  the  moment 
*when  France  provokes  Austria  and  Russia^  by  enter- 
prises which  have  no  relation  whatever  to  the  quarrel 
with  Great  Britain.  .  The  emperor  arms  for  the. main- 
tenance of  the  peace  existing  between  him  and  France. 
He  arms  for  the  maintenance  of  those  pacific  stipula- 
tions without  which  his  peace  would  become  illusory, 
and  to  attain  that  just  equipoise  which  depends  on  the 
■Doderation  of  all  the  powers  interested,  and  which  U 
calculated  to  secure  the  balance  and  the  permanent 
tranquillity  of  Europe. 

^^  The  step  by  which  his  majesty  has  at  the  same 
time  invited  all  the  courts  interested  to  renew  the  n^o- 
ciations  which  have  been  broken  off,  is  directed  to  the 
tame  object.  The  unexpected  rejection  which  his  in* 
terposition  has*  experienced  on  the  part  of  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  the  French,  does  not  prevent  him  from 
renewing  that  invitation.  And  as  a  demonstration  of 
the  rectitude  of  the  sentiments  entertained  by  the  two 
imperial  courts  of  Austria  and  Russia,  it  is  hereby  for- 
mally declared  in  the  name  of  both: — 

*'  That  they  are  ready  to  enter  into  a  negociatioa 
with  France,  for  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  con- 
tinent on  the  most  moderate  terms  which  are  compa- 
tible with  the  general  tranquillity  and  security: 
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''  That  whatever  shall  be  the  issue  of  the  negocia- 
tioQs,  and  even  should  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
become  unavoidable^  they  at  the  same  time  pledge 
themselves  to  abstain  from  every  proceeding  tending  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  concerns  of  France;  or  to 
alter  the  state  of  possession,  and  the  legallf/'exhting 
relations  in  the  German  empire;  or,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  to  injure  the  rights  or  interests  of  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  the  integrity  of  whose  dominions  they  are^  on 
the  contrary,  prepared  to  defend  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power. 

*^  Finally,  That  the  sentiments  of  Great  Britain  are 
conformable  with  those  herein  expressed,  and  that4)he 
has  displayed  the  same  moderate  disposition  for  tho 
restoration  of  peace  between  her  and  France/' 

To  these  declarations,  Bonaparte,  on  the  23d  of 
September,  published  his  final  resolves.  He  therein 
insists  on  the  uniform  disposition  of  France  to  main* 
tain  pacific  measures  with  Austria;  and,  as  evidence 
of  the  fact,  he  instances  many  aggressions  on  the  part 
of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  which  he  had  borne  ia 
silence  for  the  sake  of  peace. 

*'  He  has  not  complained  of  the  immediate  exten- 
sion of  territory  on  the  right  side  of  the  Piave,  against 
the  acquisition  of  Lindau,  against  all  the  other  acqui- 
sitions made  by  Austria  in  Suabia,  and  which,  subset 
quently  to  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  have  materially  al- 
tered the  situation  of  the  neighbouring  states  in  the 
interior  of  Germany;  he  has  not  complained  of  the 
debt  of  Venice  not  having  been  discharged,  contrary 
to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  treaties  of  Caropo 
Formio  and  of  Luneville;  he  has  not  complained  of 
the  denial  of  justice  experienced  at  Vienna  by  his  sub- 
jects of  Milan  and  Mantua,  none  of  whom,  notwith- 
standing their  formal  stipulations,  have  been  paid  their 
demands;  neither  has  he  complained  of  the  partiality 
with  which  Austria  has  recognized  the  right  of  block- 
ade, which  England  so  monstrously  arrogates  to  her- 
self; and,  wheb  the  neutrality  of  the  Austrian  flag  was 
so  often  violated,  to  the  injury  of  France,  he  was  not 
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proYoked  bj  tUs  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  io 
make  any  complaint;  thus  making  a  sacrifice  to  his 
love  of  peace  in  preserving  silence  upon  the  subject. 

*'  Twice  able  to  deprive  Austria  for  ever  of  one 
half  of  her  hereditary  states^  far  from  diminishing  her 
power,  be  had  increased  it.  If  he  could  have  placed 
no  reliance  upon  her  gratitude,  he  thought  be  might 
upon  her  honour.  He  gave  her  the  strongest  proof 
of  confidence  he  possibly  could,  in  leaving  his  conti- 
nental frontiers  .  dismantled  and  ungarrisoned.  He 
stands  justified,  therefore,  in  his  complaints  of  the  de- 
ceitful and  illusory  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vieooa  in 
her  pretended  negociation,  till,  at  last  raising  the  mask, 
she  became  the  apologist  of  England;  and  by  announ* 
cing  that  she  would  opisn  her  states  to  two  Russian, 
armies,  she  plainly  acknowledged  the  confederacy  into 
which  she  had  entered  with  Russia  in  favour  of  En- 
glands  All  further  explanation,  thereforcj  with  the 
court  of  Vienna  having  become  impossible,  an  appeal 
to  arms  was  the  only  means  that  were  compatible  with 
honour.  Let  England  exult  that  she  has  at  last  found 
allies;  her  joy  will  be  of  short  duration,  and  the  day. 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  rights  of  nation  shall*  be 
avenged. 

*'  The  emperor^  obliged  to  repel  ao  unjust  attack 
that  be  has  laboured  in  vain  to  prevent,  is  under  the 
necessity  of  suspending  the  execution  of  his  first  de- 
signs. He  has  withdrawn  from  the  brink  of  the  ocean 
those  old  troops  so  often  victorious,  and  he  marches  at 
their  head.  He  will  never  lay  down  his  arms  until  be 
shall  have  obtained  full  and  entire  satisfactioni  and 
complete  security  as  well  for  his  own  estates  as  for 
those  of  his  allies." 

In  aid  of  the  impending  exigencies,  a  new  conscrip* 
tion  of  eighty  thousand  men  was  ordered  to  take  place, 
with  a  view  of  recruiting  their  armies  and  supplying 
the  waste  of  war.  This  conscription  was  to  be  en- 
forced with  all  the  rigour  of  penal  Jaw.  Evasion  and 
desertion  would  be  construed  into  treason  against  the 
state,  and  the  most  ignominious  punishpents  denounced 
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against  such  as^  were  backward  in  joining  tbe  armiet. 
When  this  decree  had  passed  the  legislative  assemblj^ 
tbeemperorj  the  day  before  he  quitted  Paris  tojoiQ 
tbe  army,  delivered  tbe  following  speech : 
"  Senators, 

''  In  the  present  circumstances  of  Europe^  I  feel 
the  necessity  of  being  in  tbe  midst  of  you,  and  of  ac<^ 
quainting  you  with  my  intentions.  I  am  going  to 
leave  the  capital  to  head  tbe  army,  to  bring  speedy 
assistance  to  my  allies,  and  to  defend  the  dearest  inte-*' 
rests  of  ray  people. 

'^  The  wishes  of  the  eternal  enemies  of  the  continent 
are  accomplished ;  the  war  has  commenced  in  tbe 
midst  of  Germany.  Austria  and  Russia  have  joined 
England,  and  the  present  generation  are  again  drawn 
into  all  the  calamities  of  war.  A  few  days  ago,  I  stiU 
hoped  that  the  peace  would  nqt  be  disturbed ;  roe-^ 
naces  and  outrages  had  no  effect  upon  me.  But  the 
Austrian  army  has  passed  tbe  Inn,  Munich  is  invaded, 
the  elector  of  Bavaria  is  driven  from  his  capital;  all 
my  hopes  are  vanished. 

'^  It  is  at  this  moment  that  the  malignity  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  continent  has  developed  itself.  They  still 
fear  a  display  of  my  profound  love  of  peace;  they  fear  • 
lest  Austria^  at  the  sight  of  the  abyss  which  they  have 
dug  under  her  feet,  should  return  to  sentiments  of  jus- 
tice and  moderation.  They  have  plunged  her  into 
the  war.  I  sigh  for  the  blood  it  will  cost  to  Europe; 
but  the  French  name  will  derive  a  new  lustre  from  it 

"  Senators,  when  in  conformity  to  your  wishes  and 
to  the  voice  of  the  whole  French  people^  I  placed  on 
my  head  the  imperial  crown,'!  received  of  yoq^  of  all 
.the  citizens,  the  engagement  to  preserve  it  pure  and 
without  blemish.  My  people  have  given  ine  on  all 
occasions  proofs  of  their  confidence  and  love;  they 
will  £y  to  the  colours  of  their  emperor,  and  of  bis 
array,  which  in  a  few  days  will  have  passed  the  fron- 
tiers. 

"  Magistrates,  soldiers,  citizens,  all  will  keep  their 
country  free  from  the  influence  of  England^  who,  if 
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she  were  to  prevail^  would  grant  us  ouly  a  peace  sur« 
rounded  with  shame  and  disgrace^  and  of  which  the 
principal  conditions  would  be,  the  burning  of  our 
fleets^  the  filling  up  of  our  ports,  and  the  annihilation 
of  our  industry. 

*'  All  the  promises  which  I  have  made  to  the  French 
people  I  have  kept  The  French  people,  on  their 
parts,  have  made  no  engagements  to  me  but  what  they 
have  exceeded.  In  these  circumstances,  so  important 
to  their  glory  and  to  my  own,  they  shall  continue  to 
deserve  that  name  of  The  tireat  People,  with  which  I 
bailed  them  in  the  midst  of  the  field  of  battle. 

^'  Frenchmen,  your  emperor  will  do  his  duty,  my 
soldiers  will  do  their's,  you  will  do  your's." 

The  activity  and  vigilance  of  Napoleon  in  preparing 
for  immediate  action  were  conspicuous  in  all  his  mea- 
sures and  appointments;  and  these  were  carried  into 
eflfect  with  equal  promptitude  and  facility.  The  ar- 
rangement and  organization  of  the  several  depart- 
Bients  of  the  army  were  stated  to  be  as  follows: 

112  Regiments  of  the  line  ....  40^,838  men,; 

30  Battalions  of  light  infantry     .     .  107,540 

85  Cavalry 64,226 

16  Artillery    ........  21,430 

598,024 

This  number,  with  the  addition  of  the  different  corps 
from  Corsica  and  the  islands,  of  twenty-one  r^menta 
of  Batavian  or  Dutch  soldiers,  eleven  Swiss  regiments, 
eighteen  regiments  of  Italian  troops,  and  the  imperial 
guard,  consisting  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  made  a  total 
of  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-four  effective  troops,  at  once  ready  to  com- 
mence the  war. 

From  the  aggregate  of  this  vast  armament  Napo- 
leon drew  out  the  different  divisions  for  immediate 
movement;  assigned  the  proper  officers  to  each  appor- 
tionment of  the  army;  chalked  out  their  respective 
routes  with  geographical  precision;  and  laid  down  to 
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4^ch  general- in-chief  his  particular  line  of  flervice* 
The  grand  arinj^  of  which  the  era'peror  himself  was 
to  take  the  absolute  command^  and  next  to  him  mar*: 
flhal  Berthier^  was  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men;  the  command  of  the  centre  to  be  given 
to  marshal  Bernadotte,  the  right  wing  to  Oudinot, 
and  the  left  to  Marmont;  attached  to  whom  weremar-^ 
shal  Lasne8>  the  generals  Suehet  Gazan^  Boudet,  and 
Grouchy.  The  department  of  cavalry  was  under 
prince  Murat^  and  generals  Sebastiani>  Belliard*  Beau*- 
soontt  Wattier,  and  Klien«  The  chasseurs>  carabineers^ 
and  cuirassiers*  were  under  generals  D'Espagne*  Nan* 
souty*  Fauconnet^  Hautpoult*  and  Baraguay  d'Hil- 
liers.  The  imperial  guard  was  under  the  commaml 
•f  general  Bessieres.  An  auxiliary  army*  consisting 
of  one  hundred  thousand  men*  was  placed  under  niar«> 
shals  Soult  and  Davoust;  attached  to  whom  were  ge- 
nerals Vandfunme*  Xagcande*  and  St.  Hilaire.  Ano* 
tber  auxiliary  division*  consisting^  of  fifty  thousand 
men*  was  under  the  orders  of  marshal  Ney*  with  ge^ 
nerals  Dupont*  Loison*  and  Malber.  A  third  auxi« 
liary  army*  consisting  of  fifty  thousand  men*  was 
commanded  by  marshal  Augereau*  with  generals  Bon- 
homme*  Duroc,  apd  Verden.  Besides  these*  the 
Batavian  division  of  troops  were  under  general  Dur 
monceau ;  and  the  Bavarian, corps  were  led  by  generals 
Deroi  and  NogareUa.  The  whole  of  this  armament 
was  destined  to  act  in  Switzerland  and  Germany;  and 
the  grand  point  of  concentration  and  co-operation  wa^ 
to  be  at  Vienna*  the  capital  of  Austria. 

The  army  of  Italy  was  to  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  men*  under  Massena*  as  commander** 
in-chief;  with  Gouvion  St.  Cyr  at  the  head  of  \he 
right  wing*  and  Mortier  on  the  left;  to  whom  were 
attached  generals  Sessa*  Yefdier*  Gardann^*  Duhesme* 
Partonneaux*  Charpentier*  Solignac*  and  Regnier;  the 
cavalry  was  under  general  Monnet.  All  these  formi- 
dable armies  were  at  once  put  in  motion ;  were  alike 
impelled  by  the  same  sentiment  of  emulation;  all  pur- 
•oed  equally  and  precisely  their  different  routes*  and 
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took  each  their  poaitions  with  that  promptnesB  and 
preeisioD,  yffhicb  almoat  to  a  certainty  ensured  their 
success. 

The  emperor  Napoleon^  vith  the  empress  Josephme, 
his  minister  Talleyrand,  and  his  council  of  state^  quit- 
ted Paris  on  the  24th  of  September^  1805,  and  arrived 
at  Strasburg  two  dajs  after.  Marshal  Beroadotte, 
who,  at  the  moment  that  the  army  set  out  from  Bou- 
logne, advanced  from  Hanover  towards  Gottingen, 
marched  by  Frankfort  for  Wurtzburgh,  where  he  ar- 
med on  the  23d  of  September. .  General  Marmont^ 
who  had  arrived  at  Mentz,  passed  the  Rhine  by  the 
bridge  of  Cassel,  and  advanced  to  Wurtzburgbj  where 
he  formed  a  junction  with  the  Bavarian  army  and  the 
corps  under  marshal  Bemad otte.  The  corps  under 
marshal  Davoust  passed  the  Rhine  on  the  26th  at 
Manheim^  and  marched  by  Heidelburgh  and  Necker* 
Eltz,  on  the  Necker.  The  corps  under  marshal  SouU 
passed  the  Rhine  on  the  same  day,  on  the  bridge  that 
was  thrown- over,  it  at  Spires,  and  advanced  towards 
Heilbronn.  Marshal  Ney's  division  passed  the  Rhine 
the  same  day  by  the  flying  bridge  opposite  Durlach, 
and  marched  towards  Stutgard.  The  corps  under 
marshal  Lasnes  passed'  the  Rhine,  on  the  25th^  at 
Kekl^  and  advanced  towards  Louisburgh.  Prince 
Marat,  with  the  cavalry,  passed  the  Rhine  at  the 
same  place,  and  remained  for  several  days  in  a  strong 
position  before  the  defiles  of  the  Black  Forest.  The 
l^reat  park  of  artillery  passed  the  Rhine  at  Kehl,  on 
the  30th  of  l^eptember,  and  advanced  towards  Heil« 
bronn.  The  emperor  passed  the  Rhine  on  the  1st  of 
October,  at  Kehl,  slept  at  Ettlingen  the  same  even- 
ing, and  received  there  the  elector  and  princess  of 
Baden,  and  went  to  Louisburgh,  to  the  elector  of 
Wnrtemburgh,  in  whose  palace  he  accepted  accom^ 
mhdatioiis. 

The  main  body  of  the  French  army  being  now  oo 
the  German  side  of  the  Rhine,  Bonaparte  hereupon 
issued  a  proclamation  to  his  troops,  wherein  he  stated^ 
"  that  the  third  coalition  had  cotnmenced;  the  Au-» 
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itrian  army  bad  pasted  the  Ido  ;  and,  in  iriolation  of 
all  treaties,  had  attacked  and  driven  his  ally  from  bii 
capital.  We  will  not  stop^  until  we  have  secured  tho 
nidepeadence  of  the  Germanic  body,  relieved  our  al- 
liesi  and  confounded  the  pride  of  unjust  assailants. 
Our  politics  shall  not  again  suffer  by  our  generosity; 
for  we  will  not  make  ptece,  without  a  guarantee  for 
its  execution.  Soldiers!  your  emperor  is  in  the  midst 
of  you.  You  are  but  the  vanguard  of  the  great  na-^ 
tion;  if  it  be  necessary,  it  will  in  a  moment  rise,  at 
my  voice,  to  dissolve  this  new  league,  which  British 
gold  and  hatred  have  woven.  We  have  to  expect  pri* 
nations  and  hardships  of  every  description,  but  we 
will  conquer  every  obstacle,  and  we  will  not  rest  until 
we  have  planted  our  eagles  on  the  territories  of  our 
enemies." 

On  the  same  day>  the  20th,  the  divisions  of  marshal 
Bernadotte  and  general  Marmont  formed  a  junction 
with  the  Bavarians  at  Wurtzburgb,  and  commenced 
their  march  to  the  Danube.  Marshal  Davoust'f  corps 
marched  from  Neckar-Eltz,  and  pursued  the  rout  by  ' 
Englefinghen,  Duokelsbuhl^  Altingen,  and  Dona- 
wert.  Marshal  SouU,, with  his  corps,  took  the  rout 
from  Ochringen,  Absgemund^  Aalen,  and  Nordlin** 
gen.  Marshal  Ney,  with  his  corps,  marched  from 
itutgard,  and  proceeded  by  Eppingen,  Wissensfeio^ 
,and  Nahurn;  and  marshal  Lasnes'  corps  broke  up 
from  Louisburgh,  and  took  the  rout  by  Plutershausen^ 
Aalen,  and  Oedlingen.  The  position  of  the  French 
army  on  the  4th  of  October  was  as  follows:  marshal 
Bernadotte  and  the  Bavarians  were  at  Weissenburg^ 
marshal  Davoust  at  Altingen,  on  the  river  Keioitz, 
marshal  Soult,  at  Donawert,  marshal  Ney  at  Ke^* 
singen,  marshal  Lasnes  at  Nereshein,  and  Murat,  with 
his  cavalry^  on  the  borders  of  the  Danube. 

The  arrangement  and  organization  of  the  Austrian 
aiid  Russian  armies,  though  they  had  long  contem- 
plated and  determined  on  the  war,  appear  by  no 
means  to  have  been  equally  forward  with  the  French; 
nor  bad  they  the  meaos^  on  th^  approach  of  the  in-. 
^    -  vading 
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Tadiitg  armies,  to  form  aoj  kind  of  junction  or  co» 
operation  with  each  other,  to  oppose  them.  The  agv 
gregate  number  and  appointments  of  the  Austrian  and 
Russian  forces,  were  said  to  be  as  follow :  the  Aus- 
trian army  consisted  of  three  hundred  thousand  men, 
split  into  four  principal  divisions.  The  chief  com- 
mand of  the  troops  acting  in  the  duchy  of  Venice, 
Italy,  and  the  southern  Tyrol,  was  conferred  oo  the 
archduke  Charles;  to  whom  was  given  as  an  assistantt 
and  as  general  of  cavalry,  the  archduke  John.  Tha 
troops  destined  to  act  in  Germany  and  th^  Voralberg 
were  in  two  divisions;  one  under  the  chief  command 
of  the  archduke  Ferdinand;  and  the  other  under  ge» 
serais  Jellachich  and  Wolfskehl;  the  advanced  corps 
were  under  the  chief  command  of  field-marshal  baron 
Mack.  The  chief  command  of  the  division. in  the 
western  Tyrol,  was  confined  to  field-marshal  baron 
Aussenberg. 

The  Russians  had  stipulated  to  march  into  the  field 
with  two  hundred  thousand  men,  under  general  Ku- 
tusofl^as  commander-in-chief  of  the  first  division,  and 
^nerals  Buxbovden  and  Michel  son  as  commandersr 
lo-chief  of  those  which  were  to  follow:  but  this 
army  was  not  prepared,  and  only  a  small  proportioa 
of  it  bad  marched  into  the  positions  allottf^  to  them. 
The  number  of  troops  to  be  furnished  by  Sweden  was 
never  ascertained ;  nor  did  they  come  at  all  into  actiofu 
Nor  did  the  English  troops,  which  were  to  co-operate 
with  the  Swedes  and  Hanoverians  in  forming  a  con* 
siderable  armament  in  the  rear  of  the  French,  ever 
inarch  to  their  destination. 

^The  first  advantage  gained  by  the  French  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  was  the  accession  of  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  to  *their  cause,  who  was  driven  in- 
to their  arms  by  the  violent  behaviour  and  unreason-r 
able  demands  of  the  em  peror  of  Austria.  The  French 
army  in  Suabia,  which,  even  with  a  junction  of  the 
Bavarian  troops  with  those  of  Austria,  would  have 
been  superior  to  the  Austrian  forces  in  point  of  num- 
bers, was  by  this  means  Oearly  doubled.    Austria  did 
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»  not  perceive  faer  error  with  respect  to  the  views  of  Ra« 

f  Taria/ till  ia  a  direct  course  from  her  own  limits  to  the 

i  Rhine,  which  alooe  separates  France  from  theGer-* 

I  man  states^  she  had  complete!;  crossed  Bavaria,  and 

B  entered  Suabia,  which  lies  bej^'ond  it.     The  object  of 

I  the  archduke  Ferdinand  appears  to  have  been  to  have 

B  passed  the  Rhine,  and  carried  the  war  into  th^  heart 

i  of  France  by  entering  the  province  of  Alsace:  here 

\  he  found,  however,   that  the  French  army  opposed 

i  to  him  was  too  powerful  for  him;  that  it  had  antici-* 

f   '         pated  him  in  crossing  that  river;  and  that  Bavaria,- 
I  instead  of  uniting  with  him,   was  on  the  point  of 

fulfilling  its  treaty  with  France  by  the  co-operation 
of  thirty  thousand  men.  ,  Instead  of  advancing,  there- 
fore, he  was  compelled  to  retreat;  and  in  doing  this; 
he  made  choice  of  a  strong  and  almost  impregnable 
situation  for  his  encampment  in  the  interior  of  Sua- 
bia,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube;  at  the  same 
time  that  field*roarshal  baron  Mack  was  ordered  to 
take  bis  position  under  the  walls  of  the  strong  town 
of  Ulro. 

After  crossing  the  Rhine,  the  French  troops  had 
approached  towards  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  when 
they  made  a  general  halt  to  take  breath  and  receive 
fresh  orders.  Napoleon  soon  put  the  whole  army 
again  in  motion;  which  instantly  began  to  act  upon  a 
plan  conceived  with  such  genius,  and  executed  with 
fluch  boldness  and  rapidity,  that  nothing  could  stand 
before  it.  On  the  6th  of  October,  the  second  divi- 
sion of  that  part  of  the  corps  under  marshal  Soult; 
commanded  by  general  Vandamme,  made  a  forced 
march,  rested  only  two  hours  at  Nordlingen,  arrived 
at  Donawert  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
gained  possession  of  the  t>ridge,  which  was  defended 
by  the  regiment  of  CoUoredo.  A  skirmish  took  plae^^ 
in  which  some  Austrians  were  killed  and  taken  pri- 
soners. 

On  the  7th,  at  break  of  day,  prince  Murat  arrived 
with  his  dragoons.  The  bridge  bad  just  been  repair- 
ed, and  prince  Murat,  with  the  division  of  dragoons 
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commanded  by  general  Watties  advanced  to  the 
hdch,  and  ordered  colonel  Wattier^  at  the  head  of 
two  hundred  dragoons  of  the  fourth  regiment  to  pass 
over;  who,  after  a  very  brilliant  charge,  took  the 
bridge  of  the  Lecfaj  and  routed  the  Austrians,  whose 
force  was  double. 

On  the  Sth,  marshal  Soult  set  out  with  the  two  di* 
'Visions  of  Yandamme  and  Legrande,  on  his  way  to 
Augsburgh ;  whilst  general  St.  UilairCj  with  his  divi- 
8ioo>  advanced  thither  by  the  left  bank.     On  the  same 
morning  prince  Murat,  at  the  head  of  the  divisions  of 
dragoons  of  generals  Beaumont  and  Klein,  and  of  the 
divisions  of  carabiniers  and  cuirassiers,  commanded 
by  Nansouty,  began  his  march,  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  the  road  from  Ulm  to  Augsburgh.     >YheQ 
he  had  arrived  at  Wersingeo,  he  perceived'  a  strong 
division  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  supported  by  fouc 
squadrons  of  duke  Albert's  cuirassiers.     He  immedi* 
ately  brought  them  to  action.     Marshal  Lasoes,  who 
followed  these  divisions  of  cavalry,  arrived  with  part 
of  the  division  of  Oudinot ;  one  brigade  only  was  in 
time  to  charge.    The  action  wAs  uncommonly  severe. 
All  the  cannon,  colours,  almost  all  the  officers  who 
fought  at  Wertingen,  were  taken:    a  great  Dumber 
were  killed.     Two   lieutenant-colonels,   six  majors, 
sixty  officersi  and  four  thousand  soldiers,  were  made 
prisoners.    The  remainder  were  dispersed ;  and  what 
escaped  owed  their  safety  to  a  morass,  which  stopped 
a  column  that  was  turning  the  enemy.  .  Excelmaoi; 
aid-de-camp  of  prince  Murat,  bad  twa  horses  killed 
under  him.     Colonel  Arrighi,  at  the  head  of  his  re^ 
giment  of  dragoons,  charged  the  regiment  of  cuiras* 
fliers  of  duke  Albert  with  singular  impetuosity,  and 
had  his  horse  killed  under  him.     That  column  of  gre- 
nadiers,  the  flower  of  the  Austrian  army,   having 
formed  in  a  square  of  four  battalions,  was  penetrated 
and  cut  down.     The  twelfth  battalion  of  dri^ons 
charged  in  the  wood.     These  tv^elve  battalions  of 
grenadiers  were  marching  in  great  baste  from  the 
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Tyrol  to  the  assistance  of  the  Austrian  armj  in  Ba* 
Taria. 

Marshal  Soult,  v^ith  his  divisions^  manceuTred, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  7th  and  8tb,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Danube,  in  order  to  intercept  the  com-* 
munication  with  Ulm,  and  to  observe  the  corps  which 
appeared  to  be  still  collected  in  that  place.  On  the 
10th,  he  pursued  an  Austrian  division,  which  had 
taken  post  at  Aicha,  drove  it  from  thence,  and  on  the 
llth,  at  noon,  entered  Augsburgb,  with  the  divisions 
of  Vandamme,  St.Hilaire,  and  Legrande.  On  the 
10th,  in  the  evening,  marshal  Davoust,  who  had 
crossed  the  Danube  at  Nieuburgh,  also  arrived  at 
Aicha  with  his  three  divisions,   i 

Creneral  Marmont,  with  the  divisions  of  Boudet, 
Grouchy,  and  the  Batavian  division  of  general  Du- 
monceau,  passed  the  Danube,  and  took  a  position  be- 
tween Aicha  and  Augsburgb;  while  the  army  under 
marshal  Bernadotte,  togethei?  with  the  Bavarian  corpa^ 
took  their  position  at  Ingolstadt.  The  imperial  guards 
commanded  by  general  Bessieres,  proceeded  to  Augs* 
burgh ;  as  likewise  the  division  of  cuirassiers,  under 
the  command  of  general  Hautpoult. 

Prince  Murat,  with  the  division  of  Klein  and  Beau- 
mont, and  the  division  of  carabineers  and  cuirassiers 
under  general  Nansouty,  hastened  to  the  village  of 
Zusmerhausen,  in  order  to  intercept  the  road  from 
Ulm  to  Augsburgb.  Marshal  Lasnes,  with  the  gre- 
nadier division  of  Oudinot,  and  the  division  of  Suchet^ 
also  took  post  the  same  day  near  the  village  of  Zus^. 
merhausen* 

The  emperor  Napoleon  now  passed  ia  review  the 
dragoons  of  Zusmerhausen:  he  ordered  to  be  brouglut 
before  him  a  dragoon,  named  Marente,  who,  in  tim 
passage  of  the  Lech,  had  saved  his  captain,  that  a  few 
days  before  had  cashiered  him  from  bis  rank.  Hi$ 
majesty  bestowed  upon  him  the  eagle  of  the  legion  of 
honour.  The  emperor  then  expressed  his  satisfaction 
to  the  dragoons  for  the  conduct  they  displayed  in  tbe 
affair  of  Wertingen.  He  ordered  each  regiment  to 
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present  a  dragoon^  on  whom  be  also  bestowed  tfae 
eagle  of  the  legion  of  honour. 

Marshal  Ney  on  his  side*  with  the  divisions  of  Wal- 
ler* Dopont*  and  Loison*  the  division  of  dragoons  of 
general  Barraguay  d'Hilliers*  and  the  division  of  Ga- 
^an,  ascended  the  Danube*  and  attacked  the  enemj  in 
their  position  at  Oramberg.  The  rain  fell  heavily; 
but  nothing  could  abate  the  ardour  of  the  soldiers*  or 
retard  the  forced  marches  of  the  grand  army.  The 
emperor  set  the  example  night  and  day ;  he  continually 
appeared  ip  the  midst  of  bis  troops*  in  every  point 
VFhere  his  presence  could  animate  them  to  brave  daa- 
ger*  and  push  forward  to  fresh  victory. 

The  action  at  Wertingen  was  followed*  within  the 
space  of  twenty- four  hours*  by  the  battle  of  Guns- 
burgh.  Marshal  Ney  ordered  the  whole  of  bis  corps 
te  push  forward;  the  division  under  the  command  of 
general  Loison*  was  to  hasten  to  Langenau ;  and  that 
commanded  by  general  Malher*^  was  to  approach 
Gunsburgh.  The  Austrians  who  attempted  to  make 
head  against  these  movements*  were  defeated  in  every 
direction.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  archduke  Ferdinand 
hastened  in  person  to  the  defence  of  Gunsburgh.  The 
|>osiUon  was*  in  pursuance  of  general  Malher's  or- 
ders* attacked  by  the  fifty-ninth  regiment,  and  an  obr 
atinate  engagement  took  place  man  to  man.  Colonel 
Lacuea  was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  regiment*  which, 
notwithstanding  the  most  vigorous  resistance*  carried 
the  bridge  by  storm*  and  took  the  pieces  of  cannon  by 
which  it  was  defended.  Gunsburgh  now  submitted. 
Three  attacks  were  made  by  the  Austrians*  which 
proved  abortive;  and  they  retreated  with  precipita- 
tion. Prince  Murat's  reserve  came  up  at  Burgatt,  and 
cut  off  the  retreating  enemy  in  the  night  In  this  af- 
fair* which  took:  place  on  the  9th  of  October*  the  Aus- 
trians lost  nearly  three  thousand  men  in  killed*  wound- 
ed* and  prisoners*  including  the  garrison  at  Guns- 
burgh* together  with  the  greater  part  of  their  cannon. 
The  French  lost  only  four  hundred  in  killed  and 
wounded.    The  Austrian  general  d'Aspre  was  among^ 
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Ihe  prisoners.    The  archduke  FerdinaDd  retreated  to 

The  actions  of  Albeck,  Elchingea,  and  the  capture 
of  V\m,  Munich,  and  Memmiagen^  rapidly  followed 
the  a&irs  of  Wertiogen  and  Gunsburgh.  Marshal 
Soult  marched  with  bis  divisian  to  Landsherg,  where 
be  cut  off  the  chief  communications  of  the  enemy* 
He  arrived  on  the  1 1th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  met  the  regiment  of  cuirassiers  of  prince 
Ferdinand,  who,  with  six  pieces  of  cannon,  were  re* 
pairing  in  forced  marches  to  Ulm.  The  twenty-sixth  . 
regiment  of  French  chasseurs  charged  this  regiment, 
killed  many  of  them,  took  one  hundred  and  twenty 
prisoneri,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  two  captains,  and 
two  pieces  of  cannon. 

On  the  13th,  marshal  Soult  arrived  hefore  Mem* 
mingen,  immediately  invested  the  town;  the  com- 
mandant capitulated  the  day  following.  Nine  batta- 
lions of  Austrian  corps  were  made  prisoners ;  a  major«^ 
general,  three  colonels,  many  other  field  officers,  with 
4en  pieces  of  cannon,  baggage,  and  ammunition. 
The  Austrians£vacuated  Gunsburgh  early  on  the  10(h, 
"where  marshal  Ney  arrived  at  noon  with  his  head 
quarters,  and  the  French  occupied  that  city,  drawing 
•up  their  corps  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube  to 
ILiaiigenau  and  Albeck,  where  another  engagement 
took  place,  in  which  the  Austrians  sustained  a  great 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  a  number  of  them 
were  taken  prisoners.  The  Austrians  retired  to  Hei- 
deimBheim  on  the  13tb,  where  they  found  a  part  of 
the  baggage  belonging  to  the  French  corps  which  had 
made  an  attack  at  Albach  on  the  Uth^ 

Marshal  Bernadotte  made  a  forced  march  on  the 
11th,  and  pushed  his  advanced  guard  to  within  two 
leagues  of  Munich.  The  baggage  of  several  Aus- 
4rian  generals  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  light  troops. 
He  made  a  hundred  prisoners  from  different  regiments. 
Marshal  Davoust  also  advanced  towards  Daebau. 
His  van  reached  Moisach.  The  hussars  of  Blanken^ 
#tetn  were  attacked  by  bis  chasseurs^  and  in  different 
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Mtions  he  took  sixty  horsemen  prisoners.  Marsbaf 
Bernadotte  arrived  before  Munich  on  the  I2th,  atsijrf 
o'clock  in  the  morning;  he  entered  the  citj^  and  made 
eight  hundred  prisoners;-  and  then  set  out  in  pucBuil 
of  the  archduke  Ferdinand,  who  had  retired  from 
Munich  for  Ulm.  On  the  15th,  Bernadotte  had 
pushed  his  advanced  posts  as  far  as  Wasserbourgand 
Haag,  on  the  route  to  Brannau ;  he  took  five  hundred 
prisoners,  and  seventeen  pieces  of*  cannon;  havioe 
tiius  taken,  since  bis  entry  at  Munich,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  prisoners,  nineteen  field  pieces,  two  bun* 
dred  horses,  and  a  great  quantity  of  baggage^  without 
the  loss  of  fl  single  man! 

In  the  mean  time  Napoleon  had  so  completely  in* 
Tested  Ulm,  that  no  possibility  of  escape  was  left  tit 
general  Mack  and  one-third  of  his  original  force,  but 
by  opening  a  passage  through  an  army  four  times  as 
Bumerous  as  his  own.  This  determination  was  not  t« 
be  attempted  with  any  probability  of  success  in  the 
then  situation  of  the  two  armies,  whatever  might  have 
been  done  had  offensive  operations  been  had  recount 
to  earlier.  But  it  appears  that  general  Mack  had 
thought  very  highly  of  the  position  of  Ulm,  and  so 
much  was  he  wedded  to  this  opinion,  (wbicb  might 
have  had  some  weight,  had  the  French  army  peiie* 
trated,  as  it  had  heretofore  done,  by  the  Black  Forest,) 
that  he  overlooked  the  possibility  of  wbut  had  actually 
occurred. 

The  great  error  of  the  Austrian  €onmiander*ift- 
chief  seems  to  have  been  too  wide  a  dispersion  of  the 
different  corps  composing  his  army,  so  that  the  Frencli 
were  allowed  to  attack  them  severally  in  detail,  by  a 
force  so  superior  as  to  render  their  resistance  inef- 
fectual; whilst,  it  may  be  presumed,  bad  he  pursued 
a  similar  plan,  and  bad  attacked  the  several  divisions 
of  the  French  army  separately,  as  they  advanced,  be* 
fore  they  had  concentrated  themselves  in  force,  the 
event  might  have  been  as  favourable,  as,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  it  proved  disastrous. 

The  city  of  Ulp^  occupied  by  the  Austriao  com- 
mander 
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fOMder-in-chiefj  who  had  left  wHh  him  about  thirtj( 
ibouBand  mtn,  was  now  completelj  invested,  and  the 
French  troops  already  in  possession  of  the  neighbours- 
log  heights  that  commanded  the  fortifications,  which 
were  in  themselves  extremely  imperfect,  and  incapably 
under  more  favourable  circumstances,  of  being  de^ 
fended  for  any  length  of  time.  In  fact,  general  Mack 
appears  to  have  abandoned  all  idea  of  making  such  aa 
effort. 

Bonaparte,  eager  to  avail  himself  of  such  an  ad^r 
vantage,  in  order  to  hasten  the  surrender  of  the  place^ 
on  the  15th  made  preparations,  as  it  were,  to  storm 
the  town,  and  issued  an  address  to  his  army,  wherein 
he  informs  them,  that  *'  the  following  day  will  be  an 
hundred  timos  more  celebrated  than  that  of  Marengo^ 
for  the  Austrian  troops  were  now  placed  in  a  similar 
situation.  But,''  continues  he,  '^  merely  to  conquer 
the  enemy  would  be  doing  nothing  worthy,  either  ct 
yourselves  or  your  emperor.  Not  a  man  should  es« 
cape,  and  that  government  which  had  violated  all  ita 
angagements,  should  first  learn  its  catastrophe  by  your 
arrival  under  the  walls  of  Vienna." 

This  proclamation  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
summons  to  general  Mack>  requiring  him  to  capitUT* 
late  without  loss  of  time,  apd  threatening,  in  case  of 
refusal,  to  storm  the  town. 

These  measiires  had  the  desired  effect,  and  Mack» 
jftfter  a  short  deliberation,  acceded  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed. Accordingly,  on  the  17th  of  October,  he 
agreed  to  surrender  the  city  of  Ulmj  and  all  its  ar« 
tiilery,  magazines,  &c. 

The  following  are  the  terms  of  capitulation: 

''  Article  1.  The  city  of  Ulm  shall  be  surrendered 
to  the  French  army,  with  all  the  magazines  and  ar* 
tiilery. — 2.  The  garrison  shall  march  out  with  all  the 
honours  of  war,  and,  after  filing  off,  lay  down  their 
arm9«  The  field  officers  shall  be  sent  on  their  parole 
to  Austria,  and  the  soldiers  and  subalterns  shall  be 
sent  into  France,  where  they  shall  remain  until  they 
^are  exchanged.— 3.  The  officers  and  soldiers  shall  re* 
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isLta  all  tbe  effects  belonging  to  them.—- 4.  Tbe  rick 
and  wounded  Austrians  shall  be  treated  io  the  same 
manner  as  the  French  sick  and  wounded. — 5.  If^  ne^er* 
tfaeless,  there  should  appear  by  noon  of  the  3d  of 
Bruniaire,  I4th  year,  (85th  October,  1805,)  an  armj 
capable  of  raising  the  blockade  of  Uloi,  the  garrisoa 
of  this  fortress  shall  m  that  case  be  released  uom  tbe 
present  capitulation,  and  at  liberty  to  act  as  it  may 
think  (it.— 6,  One  of  the  gates  of  Ulm  (that  of  Stut- 
gard  )  shall  be  given  up  to  the  French  army  at  seven 
o'clock  to-morrow,  as  also  quarters  suflScient  for  the 
accommodation  of  one  brigade.'— 7.  That  the  French 
krmy  shall  be  put  in  possession  of  the  grand  bridge 
over  the  Danube,  and  also  have  a  free  commuBicatioa 
between  both  banks.— ^8.  The  service  shall  be  so  re- 
gulated as  to  prevent  any  disturbance,  and  to  main-* 
tain  tbe  best  understanding. — ^9.  All  the  cavalry,  ar* 
tillery,  and  waggon  horses,  belonging  to  the  emperor 
of  Austria  and  king  of  Hungary,  shall  be  given  up  to 
the  French  army.— 10.  The  1st,  Sd,  3d,  4th,  and  9th, 
articled  shall  not  be  carried  into  execution  until  it 
please  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Austrian  froopa; 
provided  nevertheless,  that  the  period  of  execution 
shall  not  be  later  than  twelve  at  noon  of  the  25ib  of 
October,  1805;  and  if,  by  that  time,  an  army  should 
make  its  appearance,  in  sufficient  force  to  raise  the 
blockade,  the  garrison  shall,  conformably  to  article  5, 
be  at  liberty  to  act  as  it  may  think  proper.  Done  ia 
duplicate  at  Ulm,  Sotb  Yendemiaire,  14th  year, 
(17th  October,  1805.) 

^gj      jN      *'  Marshal  Berthier. 

V  g  J  "  Lieutenant-General  Mack/' 
On  the  19th,  after  an  audience  which  the  emperor 
Napoleon  granted  to  general  Mack,  marshal  Berthier 
and  that  general  signed  an  addition  to  the  capitulation, 
purporting  that  Ulm  must  be  evacuated  by  the  Aus- 
trian garrison  on  the  20lh,  There  were  then  at  Ulm 
twenty-nine  thousand  men,  four  thousand  horses, 
eighteen  generals,  and  eighty  pieces  of  cannon. 
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Additioual  Articles  of  the  Capitulation  of  Ulm, 
imposed  on  the  \9tK 

"  Marshal  Bertbier,  being  empowered  by  thu  em- 
peror's command^  gives  his  word  of  honour  ' — 1.  That 
the  Austrian  army  is  this  day  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Inn>  and  that  marshal  Bernadotte^  with  his  army^  has 
taken  a  position    between  Munich  and    the  Inn.— 

2.  That  marshal  Lasnes^  with  his  corps,  is  pursuing 
prince  Ferdinand,   and  was  yesterday  at  Aalem.— « 

3.  That  prince  Murat>  with  his  corps,  was  yesterday 
at  Nordlingen ;  that  the  lieutenant-generals  Werneck> 
Baillet,  Hohenzollern,  and  seven  other  generals^  have  ' 
yesterday  surrendered  to  general  Belliard,  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Trotzelfingen. — 4.  That  marshal  Soult  is 
posted  between  Ulm  and  Bregenz,  cutting  off  every  - 
communication^  from  the  Tyrol ;  and  there  is^  conse- 
quently, no  possibility  of  succour  arri^ring  before 
Ulm. — 5.  That  lieutenant-general  and  quarter-master 
general  Mack,  giving  credit  to  the  above  declaration, 
is  ready  to  evacuate  Ulm  to-morrow^  on  the  following 
conditions : 

"  That  thewhole  corps  of  marshal  Ney,  consisting  of 
twelve  regiments  of  infantry,  and  four  regiments  of 
horse^  shall  not  quit  the  city  of  Ulm  and  its  environs, 
at  the  distance  of  ten  leagues,  before  the  25th  Oc- 
tober at  midnight,  the  period  when  the  capitulation  is 
to  expire.  The  whole  Austrian  army  shall  defile  to- 
morrow, at  three  in  the  afternoon,  before  the  em- 
peror of  the  French,  with  all  the  honours  of  war: 
they  shall  lay  down  their  arms,  and  the  officers^  who 
shall  keep  their  arms,  shall  receive  passport^  to  go  by 
the  two  roads  of  Kempten  to  Austria,  and  of  Bregenz 
to  the  Tyrol.  J)one  in  duplicate  at  Elchingen,  the 
19th  Ostober,  1805,  (37th  Vendemiaire,  year  14.) 
/gj  ^tv  '*  Marshal  Berthier, 
V    S      )     ^€  Lieutenakt-General  Mack,** 

The  emperor  Napoleon,  on  the  20lb,  took  his 
station^  from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  to  seven  io 
the  evening,  ^  on  the  heights  near  Vim,   where  the 
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Austrian  army  defiled  before  him.  This  was  a  proud 
day  for  France.  The  French  army  were  posted  on 
the  heights.  The  emperor,  surrounded  by  his  life- 
guard, sent  for  the  Austrian  generals,  and  kept  them 
with  him  until  their  troops  had  all  filed  off.  He 
treated  them  with  the  utmost  distinction.  There  were 
present,  besides  the  general-in-chief  Mack^  eight 
generals,  and  seven  lieutenant-generals. 

The  capitulation  concluded  at  Trotzelfingen  on  the 
I9th  of  October,  for  the  Austrian  troops  under  the 
command  of  general  Werneck,  between  him  and  Bel- 
'  liard ;  and  also  those  of  the  capitulation  of  the  escort 
of  the  Austrian  heavy  baggage  and  ammunition,  com* 
manded  by  major  Locatelli,  concluded  between  that 
officer  and  the  French  brigadier  general  FaucoQQet,OQ 
the  18th,  at  Bottingen;  were  couched  in  similar  terms 
with  those  for  Ulm;  and  the  Austrians  who  surren- 
dered at  both  the  above  places,  were  to  be  sent  pri- 
loners  into  the  interior  of  France. 

At  the  time  of  the  capitulation  of  general  Werneck 
near  Nordlingen,  the  archduke  Ferdinand,  with  a 
corps  of  one  thousand  cavalry  and  some  artiUery, 

f laced  himself  in  the  van.  He  advanced  info  the 
^russian  territory,  proceeding  by  the  way  of  Gun- 
zenhausen  towards  Nuremberg,  and  prince  Murat  fol- 
lowed in  the  same  track,  and  succeeded  in  ove^rtaking 
him.  An  action  took  place  on  the  road  from  Furth  ta 
Nuremberg  on  the  evening  of  the  29th.  All  that 
remained  of  his  park  of  artillery  and  all  the  baggage 
were,  without  exception,  taken.  The  chasseurs  of 
the  imperial  guard  drove  back  all  the  troops  that  faced 
them.  The  two  regiments  of  carabineers  maintained 
great  reputation.  The  forced  march  of  prince  Rupert 
from  Albeck  to  Nuremberg,  is  truly  astonishing. 
Though  constantly  engaged,  he  gained  on  the  enemy, 
who  were  two  days  march  before;  him.  The  ^result  of 
that  prodigious  activity  was  the  taking  of  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  waggons,  fifty  pieces  of  cannon^ 
and  sixteen  thousand  men,  including  those  capitulated 
with  general  Werneck.    The  battalions  «f  chasseurs 
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\?hicb  had  followed  the  army  since  its  passage  at 
Stutgard,  departed  to  conduct  to  France  a  column  of 
twelve  thousand  prisoners. 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  total  of  pri- 
soners: '  ten  thousand  at  Augsburgh,  thirty-three  thou- 
sand at  Ulm,  tweke  thousand  at  Donauwerth,  and 
twelve  thousand  on  their  march  for  France,  making 
in  the  whole  sixty-seven  thousand  men.     Napoleoa 
addressed  the  Austrian  generals,  as  their  army  was 
filing  past  him,  in  the  following  terms : — "  Gentle- 
men, your  master  carries  on  an  unjust  war.     I  tell  you 
plainly  I  know  not  for  what  I  am  fighting.     I  know 
Bot  what  can  be  required  of  me.     It  is  not  in  this 
army  alone  that  my  resources  consist;  though  were 
this  the  case,  I  should  still  be  able  to  make  head  with 
it;  but  I  shall  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  your  owa 
prisoners  of  war,    who  will  speedily  pass  through 
France;  they  will  observe  with  their  own  eyes  the 
,  spirit  which  animates  my  people,  and  with  what  eager- 
ness they  flock  to  my  standards.     At  a  single  word  two 
hundred  thousand  Tolunteers  crowd  to  my  standard, 
and  in  six  weeks  become  good  soldiers ;  whereas  vour 
.recruits  only  march  from  compulsion,  and  do  not  be- 
come good' soldiers  till  after  several  years.     I  would 
give  my  brother  the  emperor  of  Germany  one  further 
piece  of  advice—let  him  hasten  to  make  peace.    Inhere 
is  a  crisis  when,  he  must  recollect,  all  states  must  have 
an  end.     The  idea  of  the  approaching  extinction  of 
the  dynasty  of  Lorraine,  must  impress  him  with  terror. 
I  desire  nothing  upon  the  continent.     I  want  ships, 
colonies^  and  commerce;  and  it  is  as  much  your  in- 
terest as  mine  tha,t  I  Should  have  them." 

General  Mack  replied,  "that  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many had  not  wished  for  war,  but  was  compelled  to 
it  by  Russia."  "  //  that  be  the  case/'  said  Bona.- 
parte;  "  then  you  are  no  longer  a  power.''  The  em- 
peror treated  lieutenant-^eneral  Klenau,  whom  he 
knew  as  commander  of  the  regiment  of  Wurmser 
with  particular  civility;  as  also  the.  lieu  tenants-ge- 
nerals Giulay,  Gettersbeim,  Ries,  and  the  prince  of 
Vol.  I.    No.XXVI.         *I  "^     Lick* 
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LichtensteiD^  &c.  comfortiDg  tbem  id  their  misfbrtaoefl^ 
and  telling  them  that  war  has  its  chances^  and  that 
they  who  bad  frequently  been  conqaerors,  might  be 
conquered  in  their  turn.  The  fortificatkMift  of  U\ia 
and  Memmingen  were  ordered  to  be  destroyed. 

The  whole  number  of  officers  takes  amounted  f^ 
nearly  two  thousand.  Each  officer  was  obliged  to 
give  his  word  of  honour  in  writing,  that  be  would 
Dot  serve  iagain  during  the  war^  or  until  exchanged. 
i(  they  should  do  otherwise,  the  laws  of  war  woald 
l>e  executed  in  their  greatest  rigour.  Among  the 
Austrian  officers  taken  at  the  battles  of  Elcbiogiao, 
Wertingen,  Memmingen,  Ufan,  &c.  were  M.  M.  baroia 
iVfack;  the  prince  of  Hesse  Homburgb;  baron  de 
Stipsehis;  count  Giulay,  quarter^raaster-general  to 
the  ariny  of  prince  Ferdinand;  baron  Laudon;  count 
Klenau;  counts  Gonescheim,  De  Riesse,  BaiUet> 
Werneck;  prince  of  Hohenzollern,  prince  of  Licb- 
tenstein,  major-general  baron  Abelj  baron  Ula,  baroo 
Weidenfeld;  counts  d'Auberg,  Gebneddy,  FreoMl, 
Stiecher,  Hermann,  taken  at  Elchii^n;  count  Her- 
mann, taken  at  Ulm;  counts  Reicbter,  Dienrsbergv 
Mithiery,  Wogel,  Weiber,  Hohenfeld,  baron  d'Aipre^ 
count  Spangen,  &c. 

Thus  gloriously  for  France,  without  ereii  one  pitch- 
led  battle,  ended  the  first  part  of  the  campaign  in  Ger- 
Qiaqy.  On  the  ^th  of  September  the  emperor  Na- 
poleon had  only  left  hi»  capital ;  and  on  the  SOth  of 
October,  a  period  of  merely  twenty-six  days,  he  couU 
lioast  of  having  annihilated  the  choicest  of  the  Austrian 
armies  of  one  hundred  thousand  men  in  their  owa 
territory,  with  the  loss  only  of  five  hundred  killed^ 
and  one  thousand  taken  prisoners,  out  of  the  whole 
French  invading  army  1  The  period  of  action  was 
indeed  considerably  shorter ;  by  which  the  merit  of 
the  troops  is  greatly  enhanced.  Napoleon,  on  tbe 
22d  of  October,  at  the  head-quarters  at  £Ichingen> 
congratulated  his  army  on  these  great  events,  io  tbe 
following  address : 

''  SoLniERs 
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«<  Soldiers  or  the  Grand  Army^ — ^la  fifteen  days 
we  have  made  a  campaign.  What  we  proposed  t% 
ourselves  has  been  accomplished.  We  have  drivea 
the  troops  of  the  bouse  of  Austria  from  Bavaria^  and 
established  our  ally  in  the  sovereignty  of  his  estates* 
The  army,  which  with  so  much  ostentation  came  upoR 
our  frontiers,  is  now  destroyed.  But  of  what  import- 
ance is  this  to  England  P  Her  end  is  fulfilled.  We 
are  no  longer  at  Boulogne,  and  her  subsidy  will  nei- 
ther be  more  nor  less.  Of  one  hundred  thousand  men 
which  composed  this  army,  sixty  thousand  are  pri-  . 
Boners.  They  will  go  and  replace  our  conscripts  in 
the  labour  of  our  fields.  Two  hundred  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery—-all  the  park,  ninety  stand  of  colours,  and  all 
the  generals,  ure  in  our  power.  There  has  not  es- 
caped from  this  army  more  than  five  thousand  men. 

'^  Soldiers,  I  bad  announced  to  yoti  a  great  battle*; 
but,  thanks  to  the  bad  combinations  of  the  enemy,  I 
have  been  able  to  procure  the  same  advantages  with- 
out running  any  hazard;  and,  what  is  witbbut  ex- 
ample in  the  history  of  nations,  we  obtained  these 
great  results  with  the  loss  of  only  one  thousand  five 
hundred  men  haris  de  combat.  Soldiers,  this  success  is 
owing  to  your  unbounded  confidencein  your  emperor, 
to  your  patience  in  bearing  fatigues  and  privations  of 
every  kind,  and  your  rare  intrepidity.  But  we  do  not 
rest  here.  You  are  impatient  to  commence  a  second 
campaign.  The  Russian  army,  which  the  gold  of 
England  has  transported  from  the  extremity  of  the 
universe,  is  about  to  experience  the  same  fate.  This 
attack  more  especially  belongs  to  the  honour  of  the 
infantry.  The  question  is  now  put  for  the  second 
time,  which  has  already  been  decided  in  Switzerland 
and  Holland, — whether  the  French  infantry  is  the 
Jirst  x>t  the  second  in  Europe  ?  There  are  no  genefrals 
there  in  the  conflict,  with  whom  I  can  acquire  any 
glory.  My  effort  will  be  to  obtain  victory  with  the 
smallest  possible  eff'Msion  of  blood.  My  soldiers  are 
my  children^ 

^'  Napoleon." 
413  There 
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There  is  no  instaoce  to  be  found  in  history  of  guch 
important  successes  having  been  obtained  in  so  short  a 
space  of  time,  and .  that  o?er  a  numerous  armj  com- 
posed of  some  of  the  best  troops  in  the  world.  But 
the  errors  committed,  in  the  first  place,  by  the  cabinet 
of  Vienna,  and,  in  the  second,  by  the  Austrian  ge- 
neral to  whom  this  army  was  confided^  merit  severe 
animadversion.  It  niay  be  asked,  what  could  have 
induced  the  Austrians  to  take  so  advanced  a  position, 
while  the  Russian  army,  by  which  they  expected  to 
be  supported,  were  still  at  so  great  a  distance?  But 
having  done  so,  perhaps,  under  the  idea  that  the 
French  were  not  prepared  to  act  with  such  astonish*- 
ing  propiptitude,  why  should  they  continue  in  that 
position  after  they  were  informed  of  the  French  army 
being  in  full  march,  and  of  the  route  which  it  had 
taken,  instead  of  falling  back  upon  their  reinforce- 
ments i  or,  if  there  were  objections  to  that  measure, 
why  not  attack,  with  a  collected  foroe,  the  several 
divisioqs  of  the  French  army,  with  which  they  came 
into  contact  before  they  cquld  concentrate  themselves? 
or,  having  neglected  that  opportunity,  why  not  en- 
deavour, with  the  whole  strength  of  Ifaeir  army,  to 
force  their  way  back  to  the  Ion?  But»  instead  of 
making  any  such  effort.  Mack  separated  his  army  iojLQ 
several  divisions,  which  he  suffered  to  be  successively 
overpowered  and  defeated,  with  little  loss  to  his  i^- 
versaries.  Thus,  by  gross  misconduct,  the  main 
Austrian  army  in  Germany  was,  as  if  were^  annihi* 
lated. 

For  the  encouragement  and  reward  of  his  victo^ioui 
army,  the  emperor  directed,  on  the  day  after  the  ssr- 
render  of  Ulm,  that  the  month  Yendemiare,  year  Iji, 
ahould  be  sepkoned  as  a  campaign;  that  in  lieu  of 
only  a  month's  pay,  it  should  receive  that  of- a  whole 
campaign ;  and  that  all  conquests  should  be  fairly  di- 
vided among  iheip.  For  this  pul-pose  he  decreed  as 
follows; 

*'  1.  Possession  will  be  taken  of  all  the  Austriap 
estates  in  Suabia.«-2.  The  war  contributions,  and  those 
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lA  ordioarji  shall  be  for  the  pr6fit  of  the  army.  Alt 
magazines^  whether  of  artillery  or  of  subsistence,  shall 
be  also  to  its  profit. — 3.  All  particular  cootributionst 
and  all-effects  drawn  from  the  magazines,  shall  be  re- 
stored to  the  general  mass.  No  person  shall  profit 
from  the  right  of  war  so  as  to  injure  the  general  mast 
of  the  army.— 4.  A  treasurer  and  director-general 
shall  be  appointed  to  report  to  an  army  council  of  ad- 
ministration, the  contributions  which  have  been  raised. 
Every  man  shall  have  a  share  according  to  his  rank 
and  appointments. — 5.  The  payments  shall  issue  with 
exactness  from  the  imperial  treasury. 

'^  Napoleon." 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE  command  of  the  French  army  in  Italy  liad 
been  given  to  marshal  IVlassena,  which  had 
lately  been  strongly  reinforced,  and  had  to  oppose  a 
powerful  and  well  composed  Austrian  army,  under  the 
direction  of  the  favourite  German  commander,  the 
archduke  Charles.  The  Austrians  bad  likewise 
strengthened  the  fortified  passes  in  the  Tyrol,  and  a 
considerable  body  of  troops  stationed  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  archduke  John,  to  defend  that  country^ 
and  to  maintain  the  communications  between  the  armiea 
of  Germany  and  the  territory  of  Venice. 

At  the  same  time  a  combined  force  of  Russians  and 
British  were  collected  at  Corfu  and  Malta^  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  descent  in  Italy,  while  another 
army  of  Russians,  Swedes,  and  English,  were  pre- 
pared, in  the  north  of  Germany,  to  invade  Hanover, 
and  for  further  enter  prize,  when  occasion  should  re* 
iquire  it. 

The  French  general-in*chief,  marshal  Massena,  en- 
couraged his  men,  on  the  assembling  of  the  army,  by 
ibe  followiog  proclamation: 

4f         *^  Soldiers, 
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''  Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Italj>  His  majesty  the 
emperor  and  king  has  appointed  me  your  general  ia 
cbief.  It  is  gratifying  to  me  again  to  behold  my 
former  companions  in  arms,  and  to  find  in  them  senti- 
ments, \¥bich  I  knew  them  to  possess,  attachment  to 
discipline  and  devotion  to  their  duty.  I  will  ever  ad- 
dress to  them  the  language  of  these  sentimeots;  and  I 
fondly  believe  that  they  will  be  ready  to  answer  it,  if 
political  circumstances  should  compel  his  majesty  the 
emperor  and  king  to  give  the  signal  for  battle,  in  spite 
of  the  desire  which  he  has  ever  manifested  to  maintain 
peace.  Soldiers,  you  will  bear  in  mind,  that  yon  are 
on  a  field  of  battle,  rendered  illustrious  by  bis  victo- 
ries, and  that,  at  every  step,  we  shall  meet  traces  of 
bis  magnanimity  and  his  genius.  I  am  substituted  at 
your  head,  in  the  place  of  a  general,  distinguished  by 
bis  services,  who  is  called  to  another  destination,  whi« 
ther,  without  doubt,  your  wishes  will  accompany 
him.  Upon  whatever  theatre  his  majesty  shall  place 
vs,  soldiers,  let  us  justify  his  choice,  and  let  us  have 
but  one  thing  in  our  thoughts,  our  couotrj  and  our 
emperor." 

The  archduke  Charles  and  general  Massena  being 
now  in  face  of  each  other,  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the 
Adige,  waited  only  for  the  signal  of  attack,  which 
appears  to  have  been  calculated  by  the  French  from 
the  time  that  their  army  in  Germany  should  have  come 
10  contact  with  the  Austrians  in  that  quarter.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  17th  of  October,  marshal  Massena 
prepared  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Adige.  His 
army  amounted  to  about  ninety  thousand  meq,  while 
that  of  the  archduke  Charles  did  not  exceed  seventy- 
five  thousand. 

Marshal  Massena,  on  collecting  his  forces,  bad  jo* 
diciously  chosen  the  strong  position  of  Zevio  and  its 
environs,  from  whence  he  could  easily  repair  to  any 
quarter  where  circumstances  should  demand.  The 
Austrian  army,  under  the  command  of  the  archduke 
Charles,  was  posted  near  Verona,  on  the  opposite  bank 
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of  the  Adige.  On  the  18tb,  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morningj  general  Massena  marched  his  army  to  the 
bridge  near  the  castle  of  Verona/  with  the  view  of 
crossing  the  river^  and  giving  battle  to  the  Austrians< 
When  he  arrived^  he  found  the  bridge  was  barrica* 
doedj  and  some  of  the  arches  cut;  bui  the  chasna  was 
not  so  wide  but  that  twenty-four  companies  of  a  new 
French  brigade  called  voltigeurss  '^  leapers/'  sprang 
across  it»  and  began  to  engage  the  Austrians  posted  oo 
the  opposite  side,  while  the  main  army  crossed  over 
to  their  support,  by  means  of  beams  and  planks.  A 
wall  had  also  been  erected  across  the  middle  of  the 
bridge,  which  the  French  demolished  by  a  petard* 
The  Austrians  defended  the  passage  with  a  consider-t 
able  force,  and  with  equal  spirit;  but  they  were  soon 
overwhelmed  by  the  divisions  under  generals  Gardanne 
and  Duhesme,  and  obliged  to  retreat  to  the  heights, 
at  some  distance,  where  thdy  had  entrenchments.  The 
archduke  Charles  sent  reinforcements  from  all  quar« 
ters,  and  an  obstinate  engagement  took  place  which 
lasted  till  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  Austrians 
did  not  yield  an  inch  of  ground  without  strongly  dis*» 
puting  it;  but  they  were  at  last  driven  from  all  their 
positions,  and  their  entrenchments  destroyed.  Seven 
pieces  of  cannon  and  eighteen  ammunition  waggons 
were  the  fruits  of  the  victory,  with  fourteen  hundred 
prisoners.  They  left  .twelve  hundred  dead  on  the 
field,  and  had  a  great  number  of  wounded.  On  the 
aide  of  the  French  there  were  but  few  killed,  and 
about  three  hundred  wounded. w- 
-.  The  campaign  having  thus  successful  begun,  partial 
•kirmishes  took  place  from  day  to  day  until  the  29tb, 
iR^ben  Massena  attacked  the  Austrians  soon  after  five  in 
the  morning.  Whilst,  on  their  left  wing,  the  divi*- 
aion  of  general  Sessa  passed  the  Adige  at  Polo,  that 
of  general  Yerdier  manoeuvred  from  Ronco  to  AI- 
baro.  On  the  20th,  the  divisions  of  Gardanne  and 
Duhesme,  extending  themselves  before  the  bridge  of 
the  old  castle  of  Verona,  attacked  the  heights  of  Val 
Pantena,  and  drew  round  the  castle  of  St.Felici; 
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when  the  general-in-chief^  availiog  himself  of  thelf 

?08ition^  obliged  the  Austrians  to  evacuate  Veronetta;. 
'be  palisadoes  of  the  new  bridge  were  immediately 
cut  down;  when  the  division  of  horse  chasseurs  un- 
der general  d'Espagne^  that  of  grenadiers  under  general 
Partonneaux,  the  cavalry  reserve  commanded  by  ge- 
neral Monnet>  and  the  division  of  marshal  Morlier, 
marched  through  Yeronetta,  and  proceeded  to  the 
great  road  of  St.  Michel^  where  the'  Austians  had 
formed  with  their  infantry  and  cavalry,  protected  bjr 
aeveral  pieces  of  cannon.  The  French  cavalry  was 
ordered  to  make  repeated  charges,  which  were  exe- 
cuted with  activity,  and  supported  by  the  grenadiers 
of  the  division  of  M ortier.  In  one  of  those  charges 
the  squadron  of  guides  forced  five  hundred  infantry  to 
lay  down  their  arms.  The  enemy  were  routed,  driven 
from  the  village  of  St.  Michel^  and  pursued  beyond 
St.  Martin,  whilst  the  French  occupied  Vago.  Six- 
teen hundred  prisoners,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
were  the  result  of  this  day's  engagement.  The  ^Aus- 
trians left  many  killed  on  the  field  of  battle.  The 
French  had  about  sixty  killed>  and  neariy  one  hundred 
wounded. 

N  Hitherto  Massena  was  rather  confined  in  his  opera- 
tions>  being  cautious  not  to  advance  too  far  until  he 
had  received  information  of  the  state  of  the  campaign 
in  Germany.  After  the  action  of  the  20th,  he  took 
a  position  within  two  miles  of  Caldiero,  near  which 
place  the  archduke  was  strongly  Tposted.  Nothing' 
material  occurred  between  the  two  armies  for  several 
days.  In  the  mean  time  intelligence  of  the  surrender 
of  general  Mack's  army  reached  him,  and  of  Bona-^ 
parte's  intention  to  proceed,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
meet  the  combined  Russian  and  Austrian  forces. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  became  a  matter  of 
great  importance  that  he  should  give  full  occupation 
to  the  archduke,  and  press  forward  with  the  utmost  di- 
ligence, in  order  to  execute  the  plans  of  co-opcratioa 
assigned  to  him. 
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AccordiDglj  he  cotnmeocedj  on  the  30Cfaj  a  yerj 
tigorous  attack  upon  the  whole  line  of  the  army  op- 
posed to  him.  The  division  of  Mortier  formed  the 
left^  the  centre  was  commanded  bj  general  Gardanne, 
and  the  right  by  general  Dnhesme.  The  action  began 
on  the  left«  and  the  three  successive  attacks  were 
bravely  resisted  by  the  Austrians.  Twenty*four  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers  and  some  other  regiments  were 
ordered^  by  the  archduke^  to  advance  against  the 
French.  Both  armies  fought  with  the  utmost  fury. 
The  French  cavalry  at  length  made  some  impression^ 
and  being  well  supported  by  several  battalions  of  gre- 
nadiers^ who  fought  with  the  bayonet^  the  AustrianSj 
after  a  desperate  resistance^  in  which  they  were  as- 
sisted by  the  fire  of  thirty  pieces  of  cannon>  weri^ 
finally  driven  from  the  fields  with  the  loss  of  three 
thousand  five  hundred  prisoners.  In  so  obstinate  an 
engagement  the  carnage  must  have  been  greats  for  the 
field  of  battle  was  strewed  with  bodies^  so  much  so 
indeed  as  to  induce  the  archduke  Charles  to  demand  n 
suspension  of  hostilities^  for  the  purpose  of  burying 
the  dead.  But  this  was  not  the  only  loss  sustained  by 
the  Austrians  in  this  affair.  A  column  of  five  thou« 
sand  men,  which  it  should  appear  was  detached  from 
the  corps  of  Rosenburgh,  with  the  view  of  falling 
upon  the  rear  of  the  French  army,  was,  by  the  issue 
of  the  battle,  completely  cut  off!  General  Hillinger« 
who  commanded  it,  at  first  manifested  an  intention  to 
defend  himself,  and  even  compelled  a  regiment  of  light 
infantry,  sent  against  him,  to  take  shelter  under  the 
walls  of  the  castle  of  San  Felici.  The  commander- 
in-chief,  Massena,  on  being  informed  that,  on  the  1st 
of  November,  this  column  was  marching  to  the 
heights  of  St.  Leonard,  sent  one  of  his  aids-de-camp 
to  summon  it  to  surrender.  General  Hillinger  de- 
clared his  intention  to  defend  himself  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  Massena 
gave  orders  to  the  twenty-second  regiment  of  light  in- 
fantry under  colonel  Coquet,  to  advance  from  Vero- 
netta:  Hillinger  made  a  movement  to  approach  him. 

Vol.  I.    No.  XXVII.        4K  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


62^  MEMOIRS  W  BONAPARTE  AND  HlftTORY  Of  • 

and  forced  him  to  take  a  position  under  tbe  walla  of 
the  castle  of  San  Felici.  The  comniander-in-cbier  re^ 
paired  immediately  to  the  spot,  and  ordered  four  bat* 
talions  of  grenadiers  to  surround  the  enemy.  Ge- 
neral Cbarpentier  was  charged  with  these  dispositions^ 
which  he  executed  with  precision,  in  concert  with  ge- 
neral Solignac.  A  new  summons  was  now  sent  to  the 
enemy,  I7vh6  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  I33-- 
ing-down  his  arms.  The  following  capitulation  took 
place,  which  put  into  the  possession  of  tbe  Frencb 
five  thousand  prisoners,  with  their  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, seventy  olEcers,  one  brigadier-general  and  one 
major-general,  and  several  colonels: 

*^  Article  L  The  Austrian  troops,  commanded  by 
general  Hillinger,  are  made  prisoners  of  war,  under 
the  following  conditions : — 2.  General  Hillinger,  as 
well  as  all  the  officers  under  his  command,  shall  re- 
lain  their  swords,  horses,  and  baggage.  They  shall 
be  permitted  to  return  to  Vienna  on  their  parole  of 
honour  not  to  serve  against  France,  or  her  allies,  un- 
til exchanged. — 3.  The  soldiers  shall  lay  down  their 
arms  before  they  enter  Verona.  '  They  shall  retein 
their  booty,  (butin). — 4.  AH  tbe  wounded  Austriana  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Payano  and  Grazzano,  sbaU  be 
immediately  removed  to  the  Frencb  army,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  there  properly  treated. — 5.  The 
troops  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Germany,  hav- 
ing fought  with  tbe  greatest  intrepidity,  and  not  bav- 
ing  capitulated  until  they  were  completely  surrounded, 
the  French  army  will  do  for  them  every  thing  that  is 
due  to  military  courage.  Done  in  duplicate  at  Cara- 
Albartini,  Nov.  2,  1805. 

( Signed )        '^  Hillinger. 
*'  Solignac/' 

Although  the  army  under  Massena  had  been  suc- 
cessful, it  had  not  made  any  very  considerable  pro* 
gress.  The  archduke  Charles,  however,  for  a  variety 
of  reasons,  came  to  the  determination  of  making  a 
positive  retreat.  He  seems  to  have  been  principalljr 
actuated  by  tbe  desire  of  relipving  the  Austrian  ca** 
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]HtaL  DOW  in  ioraiioeQt  danger^  while  he  could  have 
Mttle  hopes  of  contending  successftilly  against  the 
army  of  Massena^  which  was  now  reinforced  by 
twenty- Ove  thousand  additional  troops^  under  general 
St.Cyr,  which  had  evacuated  the  kingdom  of  Naples^ 
in  conformity  with  the  ternds  of  a  convention  entered 
into  with  his  Sicilian  majesty.  The  archduke  began 
his  march  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  November^  with 

freat  caution,  so  that  it  was  not  discovered  by  the 
'rench  before  the  next  morning.  Massena,  informed 
^of  this,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  at  break  of  day, 
sent  oat  reconnoitring  parties  to  all  positions  of  his 
line.  The  division  of  chaaiseurs  on  horseback,  under 
general  d'Espagne,  and  the  light  division  of  general 
Gardanne,.  were  also  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  the 
Austrians,  who  veere  harrassed  through  the  day,  and 
of  whom  they  made  six  hundred  prisoners.  The  re- 
shU  of  these  movements  was  the  immediate  occupa- 
tion of  the  intrenched  heights  of  Caldiero,  with  the 
important  post  of  Montebello.  From  this  place, 
after  a  few  hours  only,  Massena  proceeded  to'Vicenza, 
which  he  entered  the  same  night,  after  a  short  re-- 
sistauce,  and  made  one  thousand  five  hundred  pri- 
soners, most  of  them  wounded.  They  likewise  here 
found  the  remains  of  some  magazines. 

The  archduke  retreated  on  the  road  ?br  Bassano, 
on  his  arrival  at  which  place  he  had  the  option  either 
of  attempting  his  retreat  by  the  Trent,  into  the  Tyrol, 
or  by  Treviso,  through  Carnibia,  or  Carinthia.  The 
disposition  of  the  French  German  army  appears  to 
have  determined  him  to  adopt  the  latter  coulrse.  He 
would, .  in  his  progress  towards  Vienna,  by  the  former 
route,  have  had  to  contend  with  the  corps  of  general 
Marmoot  and  marshal  Bernadotte,  whilst  Ney  was  in 
force  on  the  con6nes  of  the  Tyrol,  on  one  side,  and 
Augereau  on  the  other,  who  were  stationed  to  inter-^ 
cept  himr,  and  a  superior  force  under  Massena  was 
dose  upon  his  rear.  By  taking  the  latter  route,  he 
might,  if  necessary,  reach  Hungary,  without  meeting 
{uiy  opposition  in  fropt,  and  there  be  would  find  the 

4fK^  means 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^3S        BUMOIBS  OF  BONAPARTE  AND  HISTORY  OF  • 

means  of  recruiting  bis  army.  In  either  case  bis  re^ 
treat  was  difficulty  being  continuallj  barras^ed  b;  tb« 
)ight  troops  of  tbe  Frencb. 

Tbe  Frencb  advanced  guard  arrived  at  tbe  Brenta 
immediately  after  tbe  Austrians  bad  passed  tbat  ri^ier^ 
wd  were  endeavouring  to  destroy  the  bridge.  This 
brougbt  on  a  canqonade  from  tbe  opposite  banks^  and 
tbe  French  were  hindered  from  crossing  till  the  next 
morning.  Early  on  tbe  evening  of  tbat  day,  marshal 
Massena  entered  Castel-Franco^  and  tbe  chasseurs  of 
tbe  army  were  in  possession  of  Salvaternnda  and  Al- 
bando.  Here  tbe  French  army  was  allowed  some  re* 
pose^  being  greatly  exhausted  from  tbeir  incessant 
exertions.  In  tbeir  advance  from  Mootebello  fifteen 
hundred  prisoners  fell  in  the  hands  of  tbe  French. 
They  also  levied  heavy  contributions  upon  the  great 
towns  through  which  they  passed. 

Marshal  Massena  met  with  no  opposition  worth 
mentioning  between  tbe  Brenta  and  the  Tagliamento. 
Behind  the  latter  river  prince  Charles  made  a  show  of 
resistance^  and  posted  bis  troops  in  such  a  manner  as 
indicated  a  disposition  to  oppose  tbe  passage  of  the 
river.  Massena  was  somewhat  imposed  on  by  this 
appearance,  so  tbat  be  did  not  seriously  attempt  to 
pass  tbe  river  until  bis  main  force  was  arrived.  Oq 
tbe  12tb  of  November,  the  division  of  chasseurs  com- 
manded by  general  d'Espana,  together  with  tbe  cuira^ 
8iers  and  dragoons  under  generals  Marmont  and  Pulley, 
were  posted  in  front  of  tbe  Austrians,  while  tbe  di- 
visions of  Dubesme  and  $uas  were  stationed  at  St.  Vito, 
and  tbose  of  Mortier  and  Gardanne  at  Yalvasonna* 
Nothing  occurred  on  that  day  but  some  skirmishes  be- 
tween a  squadron  of  French  troops^  wbicli  had  crossed 
the  river,  and  a  party  of  Austrian  cavalry,  except  a 
heavy  cannonade,  which  continued  the  whole  day. 
yhe  attack  was  to  have  taken  place  on  tbe  next  morn- 
ing.; but  tbe  archduke  retreated  during  tbe  nigbt,  and 
directed  bis  march  to  Laybacb  in  Carniola,  witiiout 
attempting  to  defend  Palma  Nuova,  though  a  place 
of  some  strength ;  his  object  being  to  effect  his  retreat 
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vitfa  as  little  delay  as  possible^  ia  order  to  suceour  tba^ 
hereditary  states. 

Marshal  Massena  determined  to  allow  of  no  resjtite^ 
to*  the  retreatiog  enetny^  instantly  crossed  tbe  river^ 
drew  up  his  troops  in  two  columns,  and  advaoeed  to* 
wards  the  Isonzo.  On  the  16ih  he  camje  up  with  the 
reiir  of  the  Austrians^  and  a  partial  engageoient  took 
place;  at  the  close  of  which  the  enemy's  cavalry  fell 
back  in  the  greatest  disorder^  and  their  ^  artillery  e»». 
caped  on  account  of  the  night :  they  were  however 
driven  under  the  walls  of  Gorizia.  Tbe  commander* 
in-chief  made  dispositions  for  a  general  attack  on  th0< 
morning  of  tbe  17th^  but  the' Austrians  would  not  risk 
it.  They  again  availed  themselves  of  the  night  to 
hasten  their  retreat. .  The  French  army  took  an  ad* 
v;aoced  position  heyond  the  laoozo^  where  three  hun- 
dred fresh  Austrian  prisoners  were  brought-  io*  The 
tnagazinea  established  atUdiiia  and  Palma  Nuova  ako 
foil  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

It  was  now  perceived  that  the  object  of  tbe  arch-', 
duke  Charles  was  to  abandon  Italy  entirdy ;  having 
doubtlessly  been  informed  of  the  intention  of  the 
French  general  to  place  him  between  two  fires.  It  was 
one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  emperor  Napoleon  ta 
form  a  junction  between  the  army  of  Italy  and  the 
grrand  arihy  in  Germany^  by  means  of  either  one  or 
other  of  the  divisions  of  Marmont,  Bernadotte>  or 
Augereau.  To  avoid  being  thus  entangled,  the  arch* 
duke,  with  his  cavalry,  took  the  great  road  leading  to 
the  hereditary  Austrian  states ;  while  the  principal  part 
of  his  infantry  proceeded  through  the  valley  of  Idria 
to  gain  that  of  Oberleybach.  Five  companies  of 
French  light  horse  were  sent  to  pursue  them  in  that 
direction,  while  the  advanced  chasseurs  reconnoitred 
as  far  as  the  entrenchments  of  Pervald,  directing  their 
course  towards  Leybacb.  On  the  approach  of  the  di* 
vision  of  general  Seras  to  Trieste,  the  Austrians  eva* 
cuated  that  place,  where  they  left  three  hundred 
wounded^  Another  corps  pursued  them  on  the  road 
to  Leybach^  and  took  fifty  prisoners,    Two  regiments 
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of  dragoonij  supported  by  the  infantry^  advaneed  ob 
the  Chiusa  de  Pletz,  which  was  guarded  bj  the  two 
regimeDts  of  infantry  under  Strasoldo  and  Deligne^ 
with  some  cavalry,  bat  these  posts  were  abandoned  on 
ihe  arrival  of  the  French  troops.  The  general  of  bri* 
gade^  Lacoor,  now  received  orders  to  penetrate  to 
Yillach,  and  try  to  open  a  coaiipnnication  with  the 
grand  army,  the  rapid  movements  of  which  had  oc- 
casioned this  hasty  retreat  of  the  Austrians^  who  ap* 
peared  afraid  of  being  surrounded,  A  detachment 
wai  also  sent  against  Ponteba-Veneta,  where  the  Aus- 
trians  were  in  force,  but  retreated  as  soon  as  the  French 
appeared,  to  Leybach.  In  these  different  movements 
the  French  took  about  four  hundred  prisoners. 
'  The  division  of  the  Italian  army  under  general 
Crouvion  St.  Cyr,  now  formed  a  junction  with  Massena, 
st  the  bead  of  tweoty-two  thousand  men,  the  Italian 
corps,  and  the  Corsican  legion.  The  head  quarters 
of  the  Italian  army  was  established  at  Gorizia^ 
mi  the  Isoozo,  waiting  the  junction  of  a  division  from, 
the  grand  army^  when  news  arrived  of  the  de/eat  of 
the  Austrian  troops  in  the  Voralbeig*,  on  the  side  of* 
the  Tyrol,  commanded  by  the  generals  Jellachich  and 
Wolfskehl,  but  who  had  been  beaten  by  marabal  Au- 
gereau,  and  compelled  to.  sign  the  following  articles 
of  capitulation  on  the  14ih  :<— 1.  The  corps  under  lieu- 
tenant-general Von  Jellachich  are  prisoners  of  war,  on 
parole  of  honour.  They  shall  defile  with  all  the  ho* 
Dours  of  war,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  proceed  under 
a  French  escort  to  the  Bohemian  frontiers. — 3.  The  of- 
ficers shall  keep  their  arms,  their  horses  and  effects. — 
d.  All  the  military  horses,  arms,  artillery,  and  military 
magasines,  together  with  every  thing  that  is  not  pri* 
Tate  property,  shall  be  given  up  to^the  French  army. — 
4.  The  French  army  shall  take  possession  of  the  whole 
Voralberg,  Pludenz,  and  the  territory  as  far  as  Uriem* 
berg. — 5.  The  three  battalions  of  the  regiment  of  Beau- 
lieu  are  included  inthiscapitulation,  if,  on  the  2SdBru- 
raaire  (  November  14;,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning*, 
they  have  joined  the  corps  of  prince  Rohan^  or  if  they 
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khall  still  be  in  the  Arlemberg. — 6.  All  the  officers  and 
troops  of  the  corps  of  lieuteaant-geiiersl  Von  Jella-» 
chich,  give  their  word  and  honour  not  to  serve  for  a 
year,  from  the  day  of  the  capitulation,  either  against 
France  or  Italy. — 7  to  10.  Proper  care  shall  be  taken 
of  the  Austrian  prisoners  left  behind.  The  prisoners 
of  war  shall  be  escorted^  in  three  columns,  towards 
Bohemia.  On  the  15tb^  the  French  sball  take  pos- 
session of  the  arsenal  and  magazines  of  Feldkirch. — * 
11.  On  the  following  day,  the  16th  of  November,  at 
eight  o'clock,  the  corps  shall  defile  before  the  French 
army,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  surrender  their 
horses. 

The  commander-in-chief,  Massena,  now  received  % 
dispatch  from  the  French  minister  at  Berne,  informing 
him  that  a  corps  of  the  Austrian  army,  which  had 
been  cut  off  in  consequence  of  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
grand  aripyi  intended  to  descend  into  Italy  by  the  Ty- 
rolean mountains.     He  calculated  that  this  column 
would  endeavour  either  to  cross  the  French  line,  and 
unite  itself  with  the  troops  of  the  Venetian  territory^ 
or  to  operate,  by  the  way  of  Feltro  and  Belluno,  a 
junction  with  ths  wreck  of  prince  Charles's  army  at 
Leybach.     But  whatever  direction  the  enemy  might 
take,  the  situation  of  the  French  army  on  the  Isooza 
was  such^  that  a  suflBicient  force  could  be  detached 
every  way  to  intercept  them.    The  advanced  guard,  ia 
the  mean  while,  continued  its  march  towards  Leybaeh. 
A  column,  consisting  of  seven  thousand  infantry  and 
one  thousand  two  hundred  cavalry,  commanded  by  the 
prince  de  Rohan,  advanced  on  the  34th  to  Bassano^ 
and  might  easily  have  taken  the  detachment  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  men  posted  in  that  garrison.   It 
however  proceeded  to  Castel  Franco.    As  soon  as  ge- 
neral St.  Cyr  was  informed  of  this  movement,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  enemy  meant  to  cross  the  French 
line^  of  the  force  of  which  they  were  unfortunately 
ignorant.     He  therefore  made  dispositions  for  giving 
ibein  a  warm  reception.     Marshal  Massena,  who  bad 
foreseen  the  event,  remained  on  his  pjtrt  perfectly  tran- 
quil; 
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quil;  but  tbat  notbiDg  might  be  left  to  the  efiectof 
chance,  he  took  measures  for  bringing  up,  by  forced 
marches  on  the  Piave,  the  diviiion  of  grenadiers  com- 
manded bj  general  Partonneaux,  and  other  corps.  The 
grenadiers  were  directed  to  ascend  the  Piave  by  II  Bosco 
deil  Mantello>  and  to  turn  the  position  of  Bassano. 
The  division  of  Gardanne,  which  was  directed  at  the 
same  time  to  Yenzone,  was  destined  to  reinforce  the 
detachments  sent  to  the  two  Pontebas,  and  to  cot  oflT 
all  retreat  from  the  enemy.    The  general-in-chief  left 
the  rest  of  the  troops  on  the  Isonzo,  under  the  com-* 
mand  of  general  Duhesme,  and  proceeded  himself  to 
the  Piaye  to  superintend  the  movements  he  had  di-* 
rected. 
\     Creneral  St.  Cyr  manoeuvred  to  recomioitre  the  ene-» 
my,  and  to  stop  him.    General  Regnier,  at  Navale^ 
had  orders  to  march  on  the  23d,  at  day-break,  to 
Castel  Franco.     The  Austrian  general  arrived  in  the 
evening,  and  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  his  position, 
anticipated  the  attack.     He  fell  violently  on  Regnier's 
division,  which  received  him  with  the  greatest  cool-* 
ness,  and  repulsed  him.     The  Austrians,  however,  re- 
turned several  times  to  the  charge,  but  were  always  re* 
reived  with  the  same  firmness.     Meanwhile  general  St. 
Cyr  made  a  movement  with  the  Polish  regiment,  and 
turned  the  enemy.    The  route  was  then  completed  all 
the  way  to  Castel  Franco,  where  the  French  troops  ar-^ 
rived  as  soon  as  the  Austrians.     All  who  were  not 
killed  or  taken  in  the  field  of  battle,  were  obliged  to 
capitulate.     Six  thousand  infantry  and  one  hundred 
cavalry  were  made   prisoners.      This    number  Ifras 
greater  than  that  which  was  opposed  to  them  in  ef- 
fective combat;  but  they  saw,  from  the  dispositions 
which  were  made,    that  their  destruction  was    ine* 
vitable.     The  prince  de  Rohan,  several  colonels,  and 
a  number  of  officers^  were  among  the  prisoners.     Six 
standards^  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  and  immense  quan- 
tities of  baggage,  was  also  the  result  of  this  victory. 
The  French  had  only  to  regret  the  loss  of  about  one 
hundred  killed  and  wounded. 
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This  Vas  the  last  eDgagement  that  took  place  ia 
Italy.  General  St.  Cyr>  mth  his  division^  was  now 
destined  to  march  towards  Naples^  wbere^  notwith** 
standing  a  previous  treaty  of  neutriLlity^  it  was  report* 
ed  that  an  Anglo-Russian  squadron  bad  landed  fifteep 
thousand  men^  which  were  to  be  augmented  by  levies 
from  the  Neapolitan  states;  the  whole  to  be  under  the 
command  of  general  Lascy.  Marshal  Massena  in  the 
mean  time  drew  towards  Lejbach  in  Carniola> 
from  whence  the  archduke  Charles  had  retreated;  who 
entered  Styria^  and  marched  into  Gratz,  the  capital* 
which  bad  been  evacuated  only  twenty-one  days  before 
by  general  Marmont,  who  had  been  manoeuvring  to 
intercept  him  on  his  retreat  to  Vienna.  A  Spanish 
division  of  troops  had  been  stipulated  to  march  into 
Italy  through  Etruria>  to  co-operate  with  Massena; 
but  it  never  arrived.     In  truth  it  was  not  wanted. 

Marshal  Ney  had  been  ordered  to  seize  upon  the 
Tyrol;  and  he  acquitted  himself  with  his  usual  address 
and  intrepidity.     He  defeated  the  archduke  John  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Brenner^  and  turned  the  fortresses 
of  Scarnitz  and  Noustark^  which  he  carried  by  force 
of  arms.     On  this  occasion  he  took  one  thousand 
ei^ht  hundred  prisoners^  a  standard^  and  sixteen  pieces 
of  cannon  (field-pieces).     On  the  16th  of  November^ 
at  five  in  the  afternoon^  he  made  his  entry  into  In- 
spruck,  where  he  found  an  arsenal^  with  a  respectable 
artillery^  sixteen  thousand  muskeis^  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  powder.     The  same  day  he  entered  Hall, 
i;vhere  he  also  found  very  considerable  magazines^ 
The  archduke  John^   who  had  commanded  in  the 
Tyrol>  escaped  by  way  of  Luchetah.     He  had  ordered 
one  of  his  colonels  to  deliver  up  all  the  magazines  to 
the  French^  and  recommended  to  their  generosity  one 
thousand  two  hundred  sick  and  wounded  at  Inspruck. 
Thusj  by  means  of  the  most  active  courage^  added 
to  a  strict  attention  to  tactical  discipline^  and  by  a 
prompt  co-operation  of  well-directed  movements^  coa« 
ducted  with  a  perseverance  and  rapidity  of  action  per« 
haps  unprecedented  in  (he  .history  of  modern  nations^ 
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every  separate  division  of  the  French  army,  and  al- 
most  every  subordinate  detachment^  had  succeeded  m 
carrying  every  arduous  point  into  effect,  and  in  accom-- 
plishing  all  those  important  measures,  vrhich  the  em* 
peror  Napoleon  had  originally  in  view.  But  it  must 
not  be  dissembled  that  a  considerable  portion  of  this 
great  success  was  to  be  attributed  to  an  unpardonable 
Ttolation  on  the  part  of  the  French  emperor,  of  the 
then  existing  treaties  of  neutrality  among  the  German 
states,  by  forcibly  marching  his  armies  through  their 
territories,  drawing  supplies  from  their  subjects,  and 
thus  reaching  their  point  of  destination,  even  before 
their  adversaries  could  obtain  the  smallest  indication  of 
their  route. 

This  bold  movement  enabled  the  emperor  Napoleon 
to  anticipate  his  march  by  some  days;  to  come  upoq 
the  Austrians  in  a  manner  so  sudden,  as  to  baffle  all 
ordinary  precautions;  and  by  these  means  to  over- 
whelm and  almost  annihilate  his  opponents  with  the 
irresistible  weight  of  superior  numbers.  If  he  had 
respected  the  neutrality  of  his  Prussian  majesty's  pro- 
vince of  Anspach^  he  could  not  have  succeeded  in 
turning  the  right-wing  of  the  Austrian  army  in  tbe 
way  he  did,  which,  at  the  begioning  of  October, 
rested  upon  that  country.  To  dislodge  tbe  Austrians 
from  the  position  they  then  occupied,  he  must  have 
attacked  them  in  front;  for  no  movement  on  his  part 
could  have  enabled  him  to  turn  their  right  or  left  wing, 
the  former  being  protected  by  the  neutrality  of  Ans- 
pach,  and  the  latter  leaning  upon  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance. To  have  turned  the  right  wing  of  the  Aus- 
trians, it  would  be  necessary  for  the  French  to  march 
to  tbe  northward  of  Anspach,  and  then  to  drop  into 
the  Upj)er  Palatinate,  between  the  country  of  Bay- 
reuth,  equally  under,  the  protection  of  Prussia,  and 
Anspach.  The  left  of  the  Austrians  was,  in  like  man- 
ner, incapable  of  being  turned,  so  long  as  Napoleoa 
respected  the  neutrality  of  Switzerland.  And  there- 
fore, that  tbe  misfortunes  of  the  Austrian  army  were, 
40  tbe  first  iivtance,  principally  owing  to  tbe  great  ad- 
'   ,  *  ,  vantages 
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Yantages  which  the  French  obtained  in  the  forced  pas*^^ 
sage  through  the  Prussian  territory,  will  be  evident  to' 
any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  examining  the 
map  of  Greraiany,  and  comparing  the  diflerent  terri-^' 
torial  demarcations. 

The  elector  of  Wirtemburg,  and  other  princes  of 
the  smaller  states,  were  not  in  situations  to  resist  thir 
unprecedented  breach  of  faith ;  but  the  king  of  Prussia, 
with  becoming  dignity  and  spirit,  not  only  remonstrat-< 
ed  with  vehemence  against  it,  but  collected  his  armies, 
put  his  troops  in  motion,  and  almost  avowed  his  in- 
tention of  taking  an  active  part  in  the  war,  and  of 
uniting  his  forces  to  those  of  the  allied  powers.  As  a 
preliminary  step  to  such  an  alternative,  he  directed  his 
minister,  baron  Von  Hardenberg,  to  transmit  an 
official  note  to  marshal  Duroc,  and  M.  Laforest,  the 
French  minister  at  Berlin,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  em- 
peror Napoleon,  complaining  of  the  ^*  outrages  which 
the  French  armies  had  committed  in  the  Prussian  terri* 
tory  of  Anspach ;  which  manifested  a  wanton  disre- 
gard of  the  sacred  rights  of  nations,  and  betrayed  a 
preconcerted  determination  to  outrage  and  insult  the 
government  of  his  Prussian  majesty/' 

This  note  was  dispatched  by  a  special  courier  to  the 
bead-quarters  of  Napoleon,  on  the  14th  of  October; 
and  on  the  2j6th  of  the  same  month,  a  French  envoy 
extraordinary  arrived  at  the  Court  of  Berlin,  with  th« 
reply  of  the  French  emperor.  He  peremptorily  de-* 
manded>  *'  That  Prussia  should  declare  herself  catego- 
rically, for  or  against  him.''  After  communicating 
this  uqlooked*for  demand  to  the  emperor  Alexander, 
the  cabinet  of  Berlin  returned  an  answer,  in  which  it 
professed  its  inclination  to  maintain  peace  with  France, 
vpon  the  follov^ing  conditions:-^ 

^'  That  Naples  should  be  evacuated  by  the  French 
tr/oops;-rthat  the  treaty  of  Luneville  should  be  exe- 
cuted to  its  full  extent; — that  Switzerland  and  HoHand 
should  be  declared  independent ;^-and  that  the  regal 
dignity  of  Italy  should  be  for  ever  separated  from  the 
iasperial  diguity  of  France."    {f  these  propositions 
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vere  acceded  to>  Russia  promised  to  evacuate  Corfa  r 
but  if  they  were  rejected^  the  Prussian  armj  would 
eooimence  its  operations.  These  conditions  were  trans* 
Boitted^  with  all  possible  dispatch^  to  the  head- quarters 
of  the  French  emperor. 

Although  Napoleon  affected  to  disregard  this  me* 
mcing  declaration  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  yet  there 
is  no  doubtj  but  had  his  weight  been  added  to  the 
scale  in  favour  of  the  allies,  considering  the  number 
and  discipline  of  his  troops,  and  his  advantages  in 
point  of  local  situation,  the  event  might  have  turned 
the  face  of  affairs  to  a  very  different  direction;  and  it 
is  neither  impossible,  nor  improbable,  but  that  the 
basty  career  of  the  French,  once  stopped,  and 
eventually  turned,  might  ha^e  impelled  them  to  relin- 
quish their  conquests,  recross  the  Rhine,  and  seek  re* 
fuge  in  their  own  proper  dominions.  But  delay  and 
procrastination  had  already  been  the  ruin  of  the  allies; 
while  the  rapid  movements  and  advantages  gained 
hourly  by  the  French  army,  added  to  an  affected  de* 
sire  on  the  part  of  Napoleon,  of  explaining  and  com- 
pensating the  outrages  committed  by  bis  troops  ia 
Anspach,  softened  the  king  of  Prussia;  and  the  remis- 
sion of  sixty-six  thousand  florins,  in  new  gold,  of  the 
coinage  of  the  emperor  Napoleon,  sent  to  Furth  to  be 
deposited  in  the  Prussian  bank,  as  being  the  amount 
of  the  damage  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
inarch  of  the  French  troops  through  the  neutral  terri- 
tory, appeared  to  have  suddenly  changed  the  polities 
of  the  sordid  Frederic- William,  and  disposed  him  to 
look  forward  to  a  general  peace.  From  this  moment 
bis  endeavours  were  set  on  foot  to  bring  about  so 
desirable  an  end ;  and  instructions  were  given  to  his 
minister,  M.  Haugwitz,  to  negociate  with  Talleyrand, 
and  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  belligerent  powers, 
on  the  necessity  of  opening  a  congress  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Tbe  favourite  or  ambitious  project  of  the  French 
emperor,  however,  was  not  to  be  impeded.  Whatever 
might  have  been  his  public  professions  in  favour  of  « 
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g^eneral  peace^  be  \¥a8  determined  previously  to  hum* 
ble^  if  not  crnsb/tbe  bouse  of  Austria:  and  be  de- 
clared bis  intention  of  wading  tbrougb  a  sea  of  blood 
to  tbe  conquest  of  Viejnna.  Witb  this  yiew^  after 
tbe  capture  of  Ulni>  he  pushed  forward ;  neither  lo- 
timidated  by  tbe  immense  body  of  Russians  col- 
lecting (so  far  behind  their  time)  in  Hungary  and 
Waliachia ;  nor  by  the  levy  en  masse  which  bad  been 
ordered  to  take  place  throughout  tbe  Austrian  do* 
minions. 

Napoleon,  having  ordered  the  states  belonging  to 
the  bouse  of  Austria,  in  Suabia,  to  be  taken  posses- 
lion  of,  direcied  tbe  march  of  the  Austrian  prisoners 
for  France,  and  the  demolition  of  the  fortiCcations  of 
Ulm  and  Memmingen,  set  out  with  bis  army,  with 
tbe  exception  of  the  corps  under  Marshal  Ney,  which, 
by  stipulation,  was  not  to  leave  the  vicinity  of  Ulm 
until  after  the  25th,  at  midnight,  on  the  21st,  for 
Augsburg,  on  his  route  to  Bavaria.  He  ordered 
tStes  de  pont  to  be  constructed  on  the  bridges  over  tbe 
Lech,  and  •magazines  to  be  established  beyond  them. 
On  the  evening  of  the  24th,  he  reached  Munich,  . 
where  he  was  received  witb  great  honours.  He  was 
joined  here  by  Murat,  who  bad  a  division  of  tbe 
troops,  witb  whom  be  bad  pursued  tbe  archduke 
Ferdinand,  under  tbe  command  of  Mortier  and  Bera-' 
guay  d'Hilliers,  on  tbe  other  side  of  the  Danube,  to 
defend  that  river,  and  to  observe  tbe  movements  of 
tbe  Austrians  in  Bohemia. 

The  elector  of  Bavaria  not  being  returned  to  bts 
capital,  Bonaparte  dispatched  an  aid-de-camp  to  offer 
him  escorts  on  the  road ;  and  receiving  intelligence  of 
tbe  opening  of  the  campaign  in  Italy,  the  former  pre- 
pared to  rejoin  tbe  army,  now  in  full  march  for  the 
Inn. 

The  disposition  of  tbe  French  army  was  thus  ar« 
ranged:  Bonaparte,  at  the  bead  of  the  npain  body, 
advanced  towards  Vienna,  and  had  in  his  front  a  corps 
of  Austrians,  which  bad  been  reinforced  shortly  before, 
hy  the  first  column. of  the  Russian  array.  Their  com- 
bined 
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biDed  force  did  not  exceed  forty-five  thousand  mei|» 
To  protect  his  flanks  and  rear^  Bonaparte  caused  the 
division  under  Mortier,  which  was  on  the  left  shore 
of  the  Danube^  to  vratch  the  motions  of  the  Austrians 
in  Bohemia>  under  the  archduke  Ferdinand :  thus  he 
bad  nothing  to  apprehend  on  his  left.  His  right  was 
protected  by  Marshal  Ney,  who  mounted  the  Lech  Co 
the  confines  of  the  Tyrol>  and  opposed  the  corps  sta- 
tioned in  that  country  under  the  archduke  John.  In 
addition  to  these  corps,  the  division  of  Marshal  Au^ 
gereao,  whrch  had  subsequently  passed  the  Rhioe^ 
occupied  the  parts  of  Suabia^  contiguous  to  the  Lake 
of  Constance,  so  as  to  prevent  any  attempt,  which 
might  be  made  on  the  rear  of  the  French  army»  from 
the  Voralberg,  and,  perhaps,  to  make  bead  against 
any  Prussian  corps  which  might,  since  the  violation  of 
the  territory  of  Anspach  and  Bayreotb^  cross  the  Da* 
aube  with  a  similar  intention. 

.The  first  important  object  of  the  array  was  now  to 
pass  the  Inn,  where  the  Austrians  lind  Russians  were 
posted,  which  was  accomplished  on  the  28lb  of  Oc* 
tober,  at  five  different  points.  On  that  day,  about 
soon,  three  divisions  of  the  army  passed  that  barrier, 
and  were  shortly  afterwards  followed  by  numerous  de- 
tachments. Their  movements  >^ere  concerted  and 
^executed  with  incredible  precision.  Bernadoite  with 
his  division  crossed  at  Wasserburgh,  and  took  a  posi* 
tion  at  AUenmarkt,  in  the  bishopric  of  Saltzburgh. 
The  Bavarians,  under  count  Manucci,  crossed  at 
Rossenheim ;  and  DaTOust,  with  those  under  his  com- 
mand, at  Muhldorfi^.  Murat,  in  like  manner,  passed 
at  Getting  and  Marekhl.  It  does  not  appear  that 
•  they  experienced  much  resolute  opposition  in  eflfecting 
this  operation.  The  principal  difficulties  which  they 
h&d*  to  encounter  were  those  arising  from  (he  destrocr. 
tion  of  the  bridges.  Except  in  a  slight  skirmisb  at 
Muhldorfi*,  in  which  the  Austrians  had  a  few  men  of 
their  rear>guard  cut  ofl^,  no  lives  'were  lost  in  forcing 
the  passage  of  that  river.  The  corps  of  general  Mar- 
mont  passed  the  Inn  at  Brennau*    The  Russians  an^ 
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Austriaias  retired^  in  a  great  burry^  to  Lintz^  their  re- 
treat to  Saltzburgh  being  cut  off.  The  corps  of  mar-^ 
shal  Soult  passed  the  Inn  by  the  bridge  of  Wasser- 
bui^b,  and  formed  a  junction  with  that  of  marshal 
Bern4dotte.  The  head-quarters  were  now  at  Muhl- 
dorff^  where  the  emperor  Napoleon  was  lodged  for 
two  days  in  an  inn«  His  generals^  for  want  of  beds, 
slept  on  straw.  He  was  himself  incessantly  occupied 
in  dictating  orders  to  his  adjutants  for  the  divisions 
of  his  army.  He  never  took  off  his  clothes^  and  slept 
only  a  few  hours  on  a  sofa.  The  greatest  part  of  his 
army  now  advanced  upon  Liiltz^  Rhied,  and  Saltz- 
burgh. 

On  the  2nd  of  November  prince  Murat  quitted 
Jlhied ;  and  after  several  skirmishes  with  some  bodiea 
of  Austrians  and  Russians,  forced  them  to  Lambacb, 
in  the  archduchy  of  Austria.  Almost  at  the  sasie 
lime  another  division  of  the  French  army  took  posses- 
sion of  that  town;  while  a  third  division,  under  mar«- 
shal  Davoust,  keeping  their  great  object,  Vienna,  in 
view,  advanced  beyond  Lambach  to  Steyer.  Marshal 
Soult  being  now  at  Wells;  Lasnes  near  Lintz ;  and 
general  Marmont  on  his  march  for  the  purpose  of 
turning  the  Austrian  position  on  the  banks  of  the 
Enns ;  while  Davoust  pushed  his  advaneed  post  nearer 
to  Steyer ; ,  and  the  Austrians,  fearful  of  being  turned  - 
by  Marmont,  relinquished  their  position  on  the  Enos, 
and  quitted  their  posts  in  every  part  of  the  country. 
A  part  of  the  army  endeavoured  to  escape  by  the  road 
to  Carinthia,  but  were  cut  off  by  Kellerman. 
\.  As  soon  as  prince  Murat  had  made  Lambach  se* 
^ure,  he  marched  forward  and  took  possession  of 
Lintz,  where  he  found  several  hundred  thousand 
florins,  besides  every  thing  that  was  necessary  to  re-^ 
eruit  his  army,  stores  of  all  sorts,  which  the  Austrians, 
in  the  precipitation  of  their  retreat,  had  neglected  to 
destroy.  The  French  emperor  fixed  his  head  quarters 
at  Lambach  on  the  3rd  of  November;  and  on  the  5tli 

general  Duroc,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  Bavarians, 
U  in  at  the  Lovers  with  the  advanced  guard  of  a  co* 
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lumo  of  five  Austrian  regiments  coming  from  Kaljr^ 
completely  defeated  it«  and  took  four  hundred  pri« 
aoners>  .and  some  cannon.  At  the  Enns  also  the 
French  were  completelj  victorious.  Thus  did  they 
advance^  almost  without  resistance^  till  they  arrived  at 
St.  Polten,  within  a  few  leagues  of  Vienna.  A  de- 
putation of  the  three  upper  states  of  that  noble  city, 
ten  of  the  burgesses,  and  two  counsellors  from  the 
magistracy,  now  repaired,  by  permission  from  the  em* 
peror,  to  the  French  camp,  to  open  to  the  commander 
the  intentions  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
that,  wishing  to  preserve  the  inhabitants  of  the  ca* 
pital  from  the  terror  of  being  stormed,  he  would  de- 
liver up  Vienna  to  the  emperor  of  the  French,  fully 
relying  on  his  justice  and  generosity;  when,  to  the 
honour  and  everlasting  reputation  of  Napoleon,  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  the  preservation  and  trao- 
quiility  of  that  metropolis;  its  trade  received  no  check; 
private  property  of  every  kind  was  protected;  the 
magistracy  was  maintained  in  all  its  functions;  the 
victorious  army  was  commanded  to  march  tbrovgh 
vyith  the  greatest  circumspection,  not  suffered  to  com- 
mit the  smallest  act  of  violence,  under  pain  of  instant 
death. 

Some  days  previously  to  this  event,  viz.  on  the  7th 
of  November,  the  emperor  of  Austria  had  quitted 
his  capital,  and  repaired  to  Presburgb,  on  his  way 
to  Olmutz;  he  bad  declared  he  would  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  he  nominated  general 
Schmidt  as  adjutant-general.  He  was  to  have  slept 
at  Scholshof,  after  leaving  Presburgb,  where  it  was 
thought  he  would  wait  the  return  of  count  Giulay, 
who  was  to  bring  him  the  determination  of  the  em- 
peror of  the  French  respecting  Vienna.  The  empress 
set  out  for  Olmutz  in  the  night  between  the  7th  and 
8tb^  with  the  elder  princess  and  her  physician;  all  ia 
the  utmost  confusion  and  distress. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  the  Austrian  government 
determined  to  put  all  the  vessels  upon  the  Danube  ia 
a  state  of  requisition,  to  transport  the  effects  belonging 
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tQ  the  coujrt  apd  tlm  different  chaoceries;  aod  the  boat* 
men  were  ordered  not  to  take  any  thing  in  charge  frpoi 
private  individuals;  but  00  the  7th  of  Nonemher,  iit 
was  announced  that  hi9  majesty  had  appointed  on^ 
vessel  for  the  transport  of  valuables  belongii^  to  pri- 
vate persions;  that  proper  officers  were  appomtefl  iq 
give  receipts  for  what  might  be.  confided  to  their 
charge;  that  such  deposits  should  be  transn^itted  tp 
a  place  of  safety^  and  faithfully  returned  to  the 
ownersj  when  f  he  danger  had  subsided ;  and  that  hif 
majesty  would  be  answerable  for  every  thing  not  dcT 
pending  upon  the  elements.  On  the  10th,  orders 
were  issued  for  discharging  all  the  boats,  &c.  upon 
the  Danube,  which  took  place  accordingly.  Much 
precaution  was  used  in  saving  all  the  carriages  belong- 
ing to  the  court;  as  to  the  library,  only  the  most  va- 
luable book^  were  packed  up;  but  from  the  galljery 
of  paintings,  the  most  valuable  pieces  were  removed. 

Count  Giulay  had  been  dispatched  on  the  7th  to 
the  emperor  Napoleon,  to  propose  an  armistice;  wheq 
be  received  for  answer, ''  that  his  majesty,  being  at  th^ 
bead  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  was  not  in  a  si*- 
tuation  to  treat  with  a  flying  arfny:"  be,  however. 

Eve  count  Giulay  a  letter  for  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
^turning  ^rom  the  head-quarters,  near  St.  Hyppolite, 
where  it  was  expected  the  Austrians  would  have  made 
a  stand,  count  Giulay  met  the  deputation  of  the  statef 
of  Austria,  going  from  Vienna  to  the  emperor  Napo-^ 
leoo,  to  solicit  for  a  capitulation. 

Prince  Amsberg,  commandant  of  the  guards  at  the 
palace,  was  appointed  commandant  of  the  city  of 
Vienna  ad  intef'im;  and  prince  John  of  Lichtensteio, 
commandant  of  the  reserve  in  Austria  and  Bohemii^ 
then  stationed  upon  the  left  shore  of  the  Danube; 
count  Corius,  vice- president  of  the  mines  and  mint, 
was  appointed  commis9afy^general,  having  for  adjur 
taots,  the  deputies  of  state,  and  the  aulic  counsellors 
count  Korinsky^  and  baron  Killmansegg.  The  em* 
peror  authorised  the  magistrates  of  Vienna  to  circu- 
late paper  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  florins,  in 
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bills  of  twelve  and  twenty-four  francs^  to  be  ealled  ia 
after  tbe  war. 

When  the  emperor  of  Austria  set  out  for  Olmatz 
on  the  7tb^  be  caused  his  departure  to  be  announced 
to  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  invited  them  to  follow 
him,  as  horses  were  provided  for  their  journey,  and 
lodgings,  as  commodious  as  possible,  were  to  be  fitted 
for  their  reception  at  Olmutz.  When  count  Gobent- 
2el  notrfied  the  emperor's  departure  to  the  ministers  of 
Baden  and  Wirtemburg,  he  informed  them  that,  all 
official  communications  having  ceased,  they  might 
receive  their  passports  whenever  they  chose  to  demand 
them.  The  minister  of  Sardinia,  impatient  of  his  ma- 
jesty's delay  in  changing  his  residence,  had  demanded 
passports  for  Hungary  on  the  6th;  but  when  h^  re- 
ceived the  invitation  of  his  majesty,  by  a  note,  to 
follow  him  to  Olmute,  he  availed  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity. On  tbe  8tb,  the  emperor  granted  an  ex- 
traordinary vacation  of  three  months  to  tbe  aulic 
council  of  the  empire;  and  the  chancery  of  state  was 
transferred  to  Olmutz.  The  Austrian  council  of  state 
was  dissolved,  an^  M.  de  Stahl  was  tbe  only  member 
that  followed  his  majesty.  He  travelled  with  the  ca- 
binet ministers.  '. 

After  the  deputation  from  Vienna  had  conferred 
with  prince  Murat,  a  considerable  corps  of  French 
troops  approached  Vienna,  and  were  quartered  in 
places  near  the  capital  for  its  protection,  as  had  beeo 
previously  agreed  upon;  on  the  14th  prince  Mufst* 
on  bis  arrival  before  Vienna,  took  up  his  head-quarters 
at  tbe  country  palace  of  prince  Lichtenstein,  while 
the  emperor  Napoleon,  instead  of  advancing  into  tbe 
city,  remained  at  Rukersdorf,  about  two  miles  distant 
from  Vienna. 

At  Brunn,  the  emperor  of  Austria  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  result  of  count  Giulay's  mission;  which 
i^as,  that  the  French  emperor  was  willing  to  grant 
"an  armistice,  on  condition  that  the  Tyrol,  Venice, 
and  the  strong  posts  of  Germany,  were  put  into  his 
possession.    Upon  these  terms  an  armistice  was  equal 
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to  a  surrender  of  the  Austrian  states  and  crown  at  dis- 
cretion; the  emperor>  therefore^  dropped  hi»  solici- 
tation^ and  published  a  manifesto  to  his  people,  in 
which  he  declared  his  resolution  not  to  make  a  sepa- 
rate peace;  but,  relying  upon  the  pledged  assistance 
of  Russia  and  Pruma,  to  pursue  his  fortune  to  the 
utmost,  and  not  to  submit  to  France,  hut  in  an  ex- 
tremity in  which  it  should  be  impossible  to  resist. 
This  magnanimous  declaration  infused  new  hopes  into 
the  conMerates;  and,  notwithstanding.  Vienna  was 
gone,  they  looked  forward  to  Bpbemia  and  Hungary, 
as  furaisbing  inexhaustible  resources  of  loyal  troops. 
The  dedaration  concluded  in  the  following  impressiTe 
I  words: 

''  His  majesty  the  emperor  of  Austria  constantly 
wished  for  peace — he  wishes  for  it  still,  with  sincerity 
and  earnestness.  But  he  never. could,  and  pever  will, 
place  himself  in  a  defenceless  state,  where  he  and  bis 
people  would  be  delivered  over  to  the  imperious  and 
arbitrary  decisions  of  a  mighty  foe.  In  such  circum- 
atances,  nothing  remains  to  his  miyesty,  but  to  cleave 
•  to  those  great  and  unexhausted  resources  which  he 
-  finds  in  the  hearts^  in  the  prosperity,  in  the  loyalty, 
in  the  strength  of  his  people;  and  in  the  as  yet  undi- 
minished force  of  his  high  allies  and  friends,  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  and  the  king  of  Prussia;  and  to  per* 
sist  in  this  firm  and  intimate  connection  till  the  em* 
peror  of  the  French,  with  that  moderation  which  is 
the  brightest  gem  ia  the  crown  of  a  great  monarch, 
consents  to  conditions  of  peace  which  are  not  pur- 
chased by  a  sacrifice  of  the  national  honour  and  ip- 
depence  of  a  mighty  state.'* 

The  French  armies,  in  the  mean  while,  unaccus- 
tomed to  rest  long  upon  their  arms,  were  pursuing 
the  most  vigorous  and  active  measures.  Marshals 
Soult  and  Lasnes,  after  the  Austro-Russian  army  had 
quitted  the  l^nqs,  pursued  it  to  Amstetten,  where,  on 
the  7tb  of  November,  a  battle  was  fought,  in  which 
the  Russians  were  principally  engaged,  and  which 
teroaiiMtedi  aftier  n  severe  conflict,  hi  favour  of  the 
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Frencbj  who  took  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pri* 
soners.  In  the  mean  time  marshal  Davoust>  who  bad 
advanced  bejotid  Steyer,  had  succeeded  in  ttirnttig  the 
left  wiog  of  the  atlies;  wbeti  a  fart  of  ih6  Austriaii 
army  under  gener&l  Meerfetdtj  attem>ptii^  to  check 
his  progress,  blrought  on  a  ^barp  engagement  on  fbe 

~  8(h.  In  this  battle  the  Austrtans  are  stat^  to  have 
lost  a  very  considerable  number  df  Men,  besides  four 
thousand  taken  prisoner^;  thus  was  Meerfeldt^  divi* 
^\0n  ahdost  eiifffrely  destroyed,  atid  the  general  bimself 
HfrfA  difficulty  escaped,  surrottAded  by  about  a  hun- 
dred Htilans.    General  Marmont,  with  the  right  wrag 

'  6f  thd  French  army;  enftered  Leoben  on  the  lOtb,  ibr 
the  purpose  of  cutting  off  all  communicatton  with 

'  ^he  aMtry  of  (he  ai^bddke  Charles,  wbicAi  was  ex- 
pected to  march  from  Italy  to  the  relief  of  Vienna.  . 
.  On  the  llfh^  at  day^break,  marshal  Mortier,  wilh 
Ax  battaHtfns,  consisting  of  four  thi^Mand  troops,  ad- 
Tailced  towards  Stein.  He  reckoned  upon  coming  op 
with  the  rear  of  the  retreating  army  at  tbat  phce; 
but  the  whole  6f  the  Russian  division  was  tfaere,  their 
haggage  not  haviAg  passed  by.  The  battle  of  Diwth' 
stein  then  took  place^  which  will  be  for  ever  ceiebra- 
ted  in  military  annah.  From  shi  in  the  morning  until 
four  in  the  afternoon,  these  four  thousand  brave  sol- 
diers made  head  against  the  whole  of  this  Russian 
division,  and  routed  all  those  who  were  opposed  to 
them.  Having  mdde  themsel'ves  miteters  of  tl£e  village 
of  Leoben,  they  thought  the  labour  of  the  day  was 
over;  but  the  enemy,  provoked  at  having  lost  ten 
^tand  of  colours^  six  pieces  of  aannon,  nine  hundred 
pri9oners,  and  two  thousand  killed,  had  marched  in 
two  columns,  by  different  passes,  to  turn  the  French, 
As  soon  as  marshal  Mortier  perceived  this  moveneat^ 
he  marched  straight  against  the  troops  who  had  turned 
liim,  and  cot  his  way  through  the  enemy's  line,  at  the 
Very  moment  that  the  9th  regiment  of  light  infaDtry, 
and  the  8Sd  infantry  of  the  line,  had  charged  another 
Russian  corps,  and  defeated  it,  after  havii^  taken  two 
stand  of  colours,  and  tour  bund/ed  priaoMra^    M4»re 
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tliaii  ftiur  tbouMnd  RuMJans  were  killed  and  w4uiide4 
on  this  occifiiofi>  and  ope  thousand  three  hundreds 
amoog  vfh^m  were  two  colonelii,  were  taken  prisonerau 
On  ti^  part  of  the  Freneb,  the  Iom  was  also  eiomider- 
able.  The  4th  and  9th  reginnents  of  light  infantry 
sufiered  most  The  colonels  of  the  100th  and  103d 
•were  wounded ;  as  was.colonel  Wattier  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  dragoons. 

From  the  tide  of  pawing  the  Inn,  on  the  28Ui  of 
October,  to  the  termination  of  the  battle  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  1 1th  of  November,  the  different  divisions  of 
the  French  army  had  taken  up^wards  of  ten  thousand 
prisoners.     The  Russians  retreated  by  hasty  marches, 
and  passed  the  Danube  at  Krems,  where  they  burnt 
the  bridge  the  instant  they  had  got  over.     The  day 
following,  they  evacuated  Krems,    and  quilted  the 
,  Danube  entirely.     It  appeared  to  have  been  the  inten* 
.tion  of  the  Russians  to  wait  for  reinforcements  at 
Krems,  and  to  maintain  their  position  on  the  Danube; 
^but  the  battle  of  Diernsteio  disconcerted  their  plans; 
while  the  rapid  osovements  of  the  French  army  ad- 
mitted of  no  time  for  reinforcements  to  come  .-up.    N^t 
a  soldier  was  left  to  cover  the  city  of  Vienna;  nor  was 
:  there  the  smallest  obstacle  to  prevent  the  whole  of  the 
French  army  from  making  its  approaqh  to  that  grand 
metropolis. 

On  the  13tli  of  November,  therefore,  a  day  ever 
.  glorious,  as  a  memorial  of  the  victories  of  France  in 
Austria,  the  emperor  Napoleon  took  possession  of  the 
magniBcent  city  of  Vienna,  with  great  form  and 
•plendour,  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  army,  which 
was  now  destined  to  pass  through-  that  capital,  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Austro-Russian  troops  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Danube.  At  break  of  day,  prince  Murat^  with 
the  cavalry,  advanced  through  the  city  to  the  bridge 
of  Vienna,  which  he  crossed,  after  some  conferences 
with  the  Austrian  generals,  who  were  at  first  unwilliqg 
to  allow  the  French  army  to  pass,  and  whose  engineers 
bad  been  endeavouring  to  destroy  the  bridge,  but 
without  effect    The  corps  of  marshal  SoiUt  passed 
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4lirough  the  city  at  Dine  in  the  morning;  and  those  of 
marshal  DaFOUst  ^i  twelve.  These  were  followed  in 
the  most  orderly  manner  by  the  diFisions  of  mardiab 
liasnes  and  Bernadotte.  The  emperor  Napoleon,  soon 
after  twelve  o'clock,  gave  audience  to  M.  de  Waboa» 
Vfho  was  at  the  head  of  the  administration  of  justice; 
ms  also  to  the  other  magistrates.  The  emperor  receir- 
ed  them  with^  much  kindness;  and  desired  them  to 
assure  the  people  of  Vienna  that  they  might  place  the 
vtmbst  conidence  in  his  protection.  The  population 
of  the  town  was  said  to  amount  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  souls.  It  was  not  supposed  that  ten 
thousand  people  had  left  it  on  account  of  the  war,  or 
the  absence  of  the  court  and  the  persons  of  distinction. 
From  this  conference  Napoleon  hastened  to  inspect  the 
arsenal,  and  to  give  directions  for  obtaining  a  correct 
account  of  the  stores.  He  {passed  the  night  in  visiting 
.the  advanced  posts  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube^ 
as  well  as  the  positions,  and  in  satisfying  himself,  per- 
tonally^  that  the  duty  was  properly  executed  in  all  Hi 
departments.  He  returned  to  the  palace  of  Schoeii- 
brunn  at  break  of  day,  which  had  been  prepared  for 
his  reception.  The  next  day  at  two  o'clock,  be  went 
to  Vienna  to  receive  a  return  of.  the  stores,  when  the 
following  bulletin  was  published : 

Imperial  Head-Quarters  at  Vienna,  l4//i  JSIov. 

*'  Prince  Murat,  marshal  Lasnesj  the  reserve,  tlie 
cavalry  and  other  troops,  entered  Vienna  on  the  13th, 
took  possession  of  the  bridge  over  the  Danube  the 
same  day,  prevented  it  from  being  burned,  passed  it 
immediately,  and  set  out  in  pursuit  of  the  Russian 
army. 

^'  There  are  found  in  Vienna  more  than  two  thou- 
sand pieces  of  cannon,  an  arsenal  containing  one  hun- 
dred thousand  muskets,  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and 
every  thing  sufficient  to  complete  three  or  four  armies 
for  a  campaign. 

*'  The  emperor  has  given  orders  that  the  greatest 
respect  should  be  paid  to  property,  and  that  the  ul- 
inost  attention  should  be  shewn  to  the  inhabitants  of 

thia 


DigitizecKby 


Google 


THB  WARS  FROM  THE  FRVNCH  REVOLUTION;  647 

this  capital,  who  see  with  paio  the  injustice  of  the 
war,  and  who  eviDce,  by  their  conduct,  as  much 
ffiendship  for  the  French,  as  thej  shew  hatred  to  the 
Russians;  a  people  who,  by  their  habits  and  barbarous 
manners,  should  inspire  all  polished  nations  with  the 
same  sentiments. 

''  The  emperor  eipresses  his  high  satisfaction  to 
several  particular  regiments  for  different  instances  of 
bravery. 

(Signed)        ''  Marshal  Berthier/' 

No  respite  was  allowed  to  the  army  in  its  pursuit  of 
the  Russians.  AU  the  columns  continued  in  motion^ 
and  advanced  into  Moravia,  some  days  march  beyond 
the  Danube,  A  patroie  of  cavalry  pushed  forward  to 
the  gates  of  Presburgh,  the  capital  of  Upper  Hun- 
gary. It  intercepted  the  courier  from  Venice,  at  the 
very  moment  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  enter  the 
town.  The  dispatches  of  this  courier  brought  in- 
formation that  the  army  of  the  archduke  CJiarles  waa 
retreating  in  great  haste,  in  the  hope  of  arriving  in 
sufficient  time  to  assist  Vienna.  Prince  Murat,  and 
the  corps  under  marshal  Lasnes,  came  up  with  the 
Russian  army  on  the  15th  at  Holbrunn.  The  cavalry 
charged  them;  but  the  enemy  immediately  abandoned 
the  ground,  leaving  an  hundred  carriages  with  their 
harness.  The  enemy  having  been  reinforced,  and  his 
dispositions  made,  an  Austrian  (lag  of  truce  advanced^ 
land  demanded  permission  for  the  Russian  troops  to 
separate  from  the  Austfians,  which  was  granted. 

Shortly  after,  baron  de  Wintzingerode,  aid-de- 
cam  p-generaf  to  bis  majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
E resented  himself  to  the  advanced  posts,  and  demanded 
lave  to  capitulate  for  the  Russian  army.  Prince 
Murat  thought  it  his  duty  to  assent  to  this  measure; 
but  the  emperor  Napoleon  disapproved  of  it,  and  im- 
mediately set  out  to  the  advanced  posts.  The  enir 
peror's  approbation  was  refused,  because  this  capitu- 
lation was  a  species  of  treaty,  and  because  M.  de 
Wintzingerode  was  not  furnished  with  full  powers  on 
the  part  of  the  emperor  of  Russia.     However,  his 
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iDftjeity^^  when  ordering  his  army  to  merch^  declared^ 
thai  if  the  emperor  Alexander^  being  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, would  ratify  the  convention,  be  was  ready^  oa 
his  part,  to  do  the  same. 

Much  of  mystery,  however,  seems  to  be  atta/ched 
to  this  affair  at  Holbrunn  ;  and  there  must  have  been 
unquestionably  some  misunderstanding  between  the 
leaders  of  the  Austrian  and  Russian  armies.  The 
following  official  account  of  it  was  published  by 
prince  Dolgorucki,  adjutant- general  of  the  Russian 
army: 

**  Having  seen  a  vindication  of  count  Nostitz's  con- 
duct at  Holbrunn,  I  feel  it  incudibent  on  me  to  point 
out  its  inaccuracy;  for  I  cannot  with  patience  behold 
any  attempt  to  detract  from  the  glory  so  well  earned 
on  that  occasion  by  prince  BagralJbion,  (  Pangrazion, ) 
and  (he  five  thousand  Russians  under  his  command. 

'^  Count.  Nostitz,  who  commanded  the  Austrians 
and  the  advanced  posts  of  the  Russian  rear-guard, 
withdrew  himself  and  his  troops  in  the  midst  of  the 
engagement,  in  consequence  of  a  message  from  the 
French  general  Sebastiani,  informing  him,  that,  as  a 
separate  peace  had  been  concluded  between  France 
and  Austria,  he  ought  no  longer  to  co-operate  with 
the  Russians.  This  separation  enabled  llie  French 
army  to  take  quiet  possession  of  the  village  of  Schon- 
graben,  which  lay  about  four  hundred  paces  from 
their  lines,  and  directly  opposite  the  centre  of  the 
Russian. position.  By  this  movement,  the  rear-guard 
of  the  Russians  was  placed  in  the  utmost  danger,  since 
the  French  had  forty  thousand  men  to  bear  against 
five  thousand  Russians.  Regardless,  howerer,  of  tlus 
superiority,  and  in  spite  of  a  summons  from  the  com- 
mander-iu-chief  of  the  French  forces,,  prince  Bagra- 
thion  would  listen  to  no  proposals,  but,  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  all  the  Russians  under  him,  de^ 
clared  that  every  man  of  them  was  prepared  ratber  to 
perish  than  to  merit  the  censure  of  his  sovereign,  by 
any  conduct  that  might  tarnish  the  honour  of  his 
country. 
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"  In  order,  however,  to  gain  time,  the  conferences 
were  protracted,  with  a  view  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
Russian  army,  and  a  determination  to  hazard  any  ex« 
tremity  rather  than  surrender.  In  this  state  things  re- 
mained during  twenty'-four  hours.  Prince  Hohenlohe, 
who  commanded  the  Austriati  forces  under  general 
Kutusoff,  (Kutusow,)  was  incensed,  as  every  brave 
soldier  must  have  been,  at  the  Conduct  of  general 
Nostitz,  and  sent  an  order  to  colonel  More  to  rejoia 
the  Russian  rear-guard,  and  to  support  its  operations. 
This  was  executed  with  the  greatest  bravery  by  the 
Austrians,  who  did  not,  however,  cover  the  retreat 
more  effectually  than  the  Russian  cavalry.  As  to  ge- 
neral Nostitz,  he  remained  some  days  at  the  French 
head-quarters,  without  having  been  present  with  the 
rear-guardj  or  taking  any  part  in  this  glorious  engage- 
ment, in  which  6ve  thousand  men  were  opposed,  to 
forty  thousand,  and  proved  victorious.  I  appeal  on 
the  subject  of  this  battle  to  the  testimony  of  the  enemy 
himself.  But  the  conduct  of  general  Nostitz.  is  well 
known  to  every  individual  of  the  armies  that  witnessed 
these  occurrences. 

''  Petee,  Prikce  Dolgorucki." 

In  the  mean  time  general  Yiallennes,  commanding 
the  cavalry  of  marshal  Davoust,  entered  Presburgh ; 
upon  which  general  count  Palfy  addressed  to  him  the 
following  letter: 

''  Gemer^lL, — His  royal  highness  the  archduke! 
Palatine,  in  his  character  of  supreme  head  of  this 
military  and  civil  departments  in  Hungary,  has  charge* 
ed  the  undersigned  to  declare,  that  his  highness  having 
established  a  cordon  of  militia,  as  guards,  upon  the 
western  frontier  of  this  kiogdom^  supported  by  small 
detachments  of  cavalry,  composed  of  invalids  and  re- 
cruits, solely  with  a  view  to  check  the  progress  of  the 
inarauders  in  the  Austrian  army,  nothing  hostile  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  them;  the  said  detachments 
being  ordered  to  retire,  whenever  the  French  troops 
should  approach  the  frontier.  Thus,  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  these  feeble  detachments  are  placed. 
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they  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  piquets  of  obaerrs* 
tioD.  His  royal  highness  has  ordered  the  heads  of  the 
houses  of  invalids^  seminaries^  pensioners^  &c.  &c. 
to  remain  at  their  postSj  persuaded  that  the  com** 
mander  of  the  French  troops  will  not  refuse  them  the 
protection  necessary;  and  that  he  will  also  interest 
himself  in  the  prevention  of  any  excesses  which  might 
be  committed  by  the  French  detachments  that  might 
enter  Hungary^  especially  as  they  will  meet  with  no 
kind  of  opposition.  In  consequence  of  such  a  decla* 
ration^  the  undersigned  may  have  to  treat  with  the 
commandant  of  the  French  troops^  relative  to  several 
Yery  interesting  objects.  He  also  solicits  a  rendez* 
Tous^  upon  parole,  in  a  vessel  in  the  middle  of  the 
Danube.  He  accordingly  waits  an  answer  from  the 
general ;  and  has  the  honour  to  be,  his  very  humble 
servant. 

"  Leopold,  Count  Palfy.** 

The  AnsTver  of  Marshal  Davoust  to  General  Cotmi 
de  Patftf. 

'^  General,— I  have  submitted  the  letter  you  sent 
the  commandant  of  my  light  cavalry,  to  his  majesty's 
inspection.  His  majesty  has  charged  me  to  inform  his 
highness  the  archduke  Palatinate,  by  your  favour; 
that  he  is  ready  to  agree  to  the  neutrality  of  the  Hun- 
garian nation,  if,  upon  bis  part,  the  archduke  will 
recall  the  Hungarian  troops,  discontinue  the  lepif  m 
piasse,  and  continue  to  supply  Vienna  with  provisions; 
and,  in  fine,  conclude  a  convention  between  the  Hun- 
garian nation  and  the  emperor  of  the  French,  tending 
to  maintain  a  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries.  I  have  been  authorised  to  let  any  officer 
pass,  whom  his  royal  highness  the  archduke  may 
choose  to  send  to  my  sovereign,  to  treat  with  him  upon 
these  preliminaries.  I  am  happy  in  the  opportunity 
of  performing  any  good  office  agreeable  to  your  com- 
patriots ;  and  to  secure  the  well-being  and  tranquillity 
of  a  people  so  estimable  in  ma^y  respects  as  the  Hun* 
garian  nation.  L.  PATbusT."* 

Prince 
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Prince  Murat,  having  been  informed  that  the  Rut- 
Stan  generals^  iminediatelj  after  their  propositions  for 
a  convention,  v?ere  marching  with  a  part  of  their  army 
towards  Znaim,  and  that  from  all  appearances  the 
other  party  were  about  to  follow  them  and  escape, 
cagsed  it  to  be  signified  to  them,  that  the  emperor  had  > 
not  ratified  the  convention,  and  that  if  they  moved, 
he  should  of  course  attack  them.  This  being  persist- 
ed in,  prince  Murat  advanced  towards  the  enemy, 
and  attacked  them  on  the  16th,  at  four  o'clock, 
which  brought  on  the  battle  of  Guntersdorff,  in  which 
a  part  of  the  Russian  army  was  routed,  lost  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  thousand  prisoners;  two 
thousand  more  lay  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  Were 
it  not  for  the  night,  few  would  have  escaped.  There 
were  frequent  obstinate  attacks  with  the  bayonet. 
Some  battalions  of  Russian  grenadiers  shewed  great 
intrepidity.  General  Oudinot,  and  his  two  aids*de^ 
camp,  Demangeot  and  Lamotte,  were  among  the  v 
wounded.  After  this  rencontre  the  emperor  Napoleon 
advanced  his  head-quarters  to  Znaim  on  the  i7th,  at 
three  o'clock.  The  rear-guard  of  the  Russians  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  sick  at  Znaim,  with  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  flour  and  oats.  The  Russians  re- 
treated towards  Brunn.  ' 

General  Baraguay  d'Hilliera  made  an  incursion  into 
Bohemia  as  far  as  Pilsen,  and  obliged  the  archduke 
Ferdinand  to  quit  his  position.  He  took  some  maga- 
zines, and  fulfilled  the  object  of  his  mission. — ^Kuffstein 
^capitulated. 

After  the  action  of  Guntersdorff  the  Russians  re- 
treated in  great  haste.  General  Sebastiani  speedily 
followed  with  bis  brigade  of  dragoons.  The  extended 
plains  of  Moravia  facilitated  his  pursuit:  on  the  18th 
of  Noveipber  he  cut  off  several  corps  in  their  flight, 
and  made  two  thousand  prisoners.  Prince  Murat 
entered  Brgnp  on  the  same  day  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
who  immediately  evacuated  the  town  and  the  fortress, 
though  well  built,  and  in  a  state  to  stand  a  regular 
9iege.     The  emperor  advanced  his  bead  quarters  to 
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Pohorlitz.  Marshal  Soult  took  his  station  v^ifh  a 
body  of  troops  at  Messeritscb ;  marshal  Lasnes  on  the 
other  side  of  Pohorlitz.  la  Bruno  was  taken  sixty 
pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  quantity  of  corn  and  meal^ 
and  considerable  magazines  of  clothing,  v- 

Tbe  emperor  arrived  before  Brunn  on  the  20tl)  of 
November,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  A  dapu- 
tation  of  the  Moravian  states,  with  their  bishop  at 
their  head,  went  out  to  meet  him.  The  emperor  took 
a  review  of  the  fortress,  and  caused  the  citadel  to  be 
taken  possession  of,  in  which  he  found  six  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  gun-powder^  The  Rus- 
sians had  collected  their  cavalry,  which  formed  a  corps 
of  six  thousand  men,  with  a  view  to  defend  the  point 
of  junction  of  the  rqads  leading  from  Brunn  to  Ol- 
mutz.  General' Watt ier  opposed  them  the  whole  day, 
and  forced  them>  at  length,  to  abandon  their  ground. 
General  Hautpoult's  division  of  cuirassiers,  also  co- 
operated; and  marshal  Bessieres,  convnander  of  the 
imperial  guards,  executed  a  brilliant  enterprise  bjr 
'which  their  opponents  were  completely  driven  in. 

But  the  day  was  now  at  hand  when  all  these  partial 
skirmishes  were  to  ^ubsidej  and  on  which  the  fate  of 
Euirope  was  to  be  decided  by  the  battle  of  Austerlitz; 
a  contest  equally  obstinate  and  sanguinary;  yet  it  was 
the  only  pitched  battle  that  was  fought  during  the 
whole  campaign,  and  the  only  formidable  stand  made 
at  ail  by  the  allies  against  the  armies  of  Napoleon* 
For  some  days  previous  to  this  arduous  conflict,  both 
aides  were  equally  sedulous  in  choosing  their  positions^ 
in  securing  their  flanks,  and  obtaining  the  advantage 
of  ground.  On  the  26th  of  November  prince  Con- 
stantine's  fine  corps  of  cavalry  took  a  position  at  Olt- 
achau.  On  the  27th>  the  Austrian  and  Russian  line 
advanced  upon  Grosnitz,  and  prince  Pangrazion,  with 
the  advanced  guard,  was  posted  at  Wischau.  On 
the  27th,  the  first  column  of  the  third  Russian  divi- 
sion arrived  at  Troppau.  The  French  were  in  the 
mean  time  forming  between  Brunn  and  Austerlitz. 
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On  the  S9th,  the  emperor  of  Germanj's  bead-quar-* 
ters  were  at  Wischau,  from  whence  they  Were  re- 
moved to  Kremsir.-  Od  the  30th^  their  left  wing  was 
at  Kremsir^  and  their  advanced  guard  near  Hardisb. 
On  the  1st  of  December  the  head-quarters  of  their 
imperial  majesties  of  Austria  and  Russia  were  at  Ku" 
zarowitz^  two  leagues  in  advance  from  Austerlitz. 
The  French^  upon  the  same  day,  were  completely 
formed  on  the  Schwrzach^  in  a  line  extending  north 
and  souths  with  their  right  wing  near  Nicbolsburgb, 
and  their  left  towards  Brunn.  Such  was  the  position 
of  these  great  contending  armies  on  the  day  preceding 
the  battle.  . 

The  divisions  of  the  Russian  army,  or  the  principal 
part,  at  leasts  of  what  remained  of  them^  were  now 
united  under  the  very  able  generals  Kutusoff,  Buk- 
bovden,  and  the  grand  prince  Constantine;  and  were 
said  to  consist  of  eighty  thousand  of  their  choicest 
soldiers;  the  emperor  Alexander  was  present,  to  in- 
spect and  approve  their  operations.  To  this  armj 
was  united  twenty-five  thousand  Austrians,  of  their 
most  experienced  troops,  and' of  unquestionable  fide- 
lity,-under  the  command  of  prince  John  of  Lichten- 
Mein\  assisted  by  the  emperor  Francis  II. 

The  offensive  movements  of  the  Austrian  and  Rus- 
sian army  was  made  in  open  day,  and  in  sight  of  the 
emperor  Napoleon,  who  did  not  attempt  to  offer  it 
the  slightest  interruption;  on  the  contrary,  spme  of 
of  the  French  out-posts  were  withdrawn^  and,  what 
seemed  extraordinary,  during  the  nighty  there  was  no 
^  chain  of  out-posts  established  in  front  of  the  positioa 
occupied  by  the  allies.  The  two  armies  were  sepa- 
rated by  the  defiles  of  Telnitz,  Sokolnitz,  and  Schla- 
panitz,  and  had  the  allies  wished  to  remain  on  the  de- 
fensive^ they  were  advantageously  posted  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  ready,  at  the  same  time,  to  act  offensively; 
but  they  were  determined  on  giving  battle  the  next 
day.  Napoleon,  who  had  distinctly  observed  tbese 
operations  of  the  combined  army>  is  said  to  have  ex- 
claimed 
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claimed  to  those  arotind  hiaij   ''  before  to-morrow 
iMght^  that  army  will  be  in  my  power/' 

The  army  of  Napoleon,  which  engaged  in  this  me- 
morable action,  consisted  of  one  hundred  thousand 
teteran  troops  under  his  own  immediate  direction  and 
command*  He  placed  marshal  Lasoes  at  the  bead  of 
the  left  wing,  marshal  Soult  at  the  head  «f  the  rigbt, 
and  to  marshal  Bernadotte  be-  gave  the  command  of 
the  centre.  Prince  Murat,  as  usual,  led  the  cavalry. 
The  emperor  himself,  with  his  wbole  general  staff,  ten 
battalions  of  the  imperial  guard,  and.  ten  battalions  of 
general  Oudinot's  grenadiers,  formed  the  reserve  of 
the  army.  These  troops  were  disposed  in  column,  in 
ft  double  line^  and  drawn  up  in  battalions,  but  placed 
at  such  a  distance  from  each  other,  that  sufficient 
apace  was  left  for  deploying.  In  these  intervals  forty 
pieces  of  cannon  were  piacedj  which  were  served  by 
the  artillery  of  the  guard. 

The  roornii^dawn  of  the  Snd  of  December  began 
at  length  to  appear,  but  seemed  to  apprx^ach  too 
slowly  for  the  wishes  of  both  armies.  Surrounded  by 
all  his  marshals,  the  emperor  Napoleon  watted  until 
the  horizon  was  perfectly'clear,  befocc  he  communi- 
cated bis  final  instructions.  When  the  sun  sbot  forth 
bis  first  Tay,  the  last  order  was  given,  and  all  the 
marshals  rode  off  at  full  gallop  to  their  respective  sta- 
tions. In  a  moment  the  cannonade  beicame  heavy  on 
the  extremity  of  the  right  wing,  which  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Russians  had  already  reached.  There, 
bowever,  they  unexpectedly  fell  in  with  marshal  I>a- 
Toust,  who  made  them  halt,  and  the  battle  became 
furious.  At  the  same  time,  marshal  Soult  put  himself 
in  motioOi  and  advanced  with  the  divisions  of  generals 
Vandamme  and  St.  Hilaire,  towards  the  heights  of 
the  village  of  Protzen.  In  consequence  of  these 
Operations,  the  right  wing  of  the  Russian  army  found 
itself  completely  turned;  all  its  plans  were  deranged. 
Surprised  by  a  movement  on  the  flank,  they  endea- 
voured to  retreat  Where  they  had  proposed  to  at- 
tack 
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tack,  thej  found  themselves  suddenly  attacked.   From 
that  moment  their  right  vring  was  half  defeated. 

The  cavalry  under  prince  Murat  now  began  to  act# 
The  left  wing,  under  tl>e  command  of  general  Lasnes^ 
inarched  forward  also,  with  the  troops  drawn  up  io  the 
form  of  regiments,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had 
been  exercising  by  divisions.  The  centre  under  mar* 
shal  Bernadotte  likewise  advanced,  and  instantly  a  ter- 
rible cannonade  resounded  all  along  the  whole  line. 
Two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  and  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  all  engaged  at  one  time,  produced 
a  most  tremeodous  and  aweful  scene !  It  was  truly  a 
*  giant  contest.  The  battle  was  too  ardent  to  be  of  long 
duration :  it  had  lasted  only  two  hours,  when  the  left 
wing  of  the  Russians  was  cut  off,  and  their  right 
driven  back  to  Austerlitz. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  two  allied  emperors  were 
at  Austerlitz,  and  they  were  obliged  to  give  orders  t# 
the  Russian  imperial  guard  to  advance  to  re-estiiblish^ 
if  possible,  the  junction  of  their  left  wing  with  the 
cei^re.  Marshal  Bessiercs  moved  forward  with  hts 
corps«  and  immediately  the  French  imperial  and  Rus« 
sian  imperial  guards  were  closely  engaged.  The 
Russian  guard  was  driven  back  in  disorder.  Its  com* 
mahders,  artillery,  and  standards,  were  at  once  in  the 
power  of  the  victors.  Even  the  grand  prince  Coo* 
stantine,  whose  regiment  was  entirely  cut  to  pieces,  had 
only  to  thank  the  fleetness  of  his  horse  for  bis  escape* 
But  the  action  was  still  obstinately  maintained  by  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Russian  army.  The  centre  of 
the  French  bravely  withstood  the  well-directed  attacka 
of  the  Russian  cavalry.  The  French  left  wing  aisa 
continued  its  repeated  attacks,  in  all  of  which  it  was 
victorious. 

At  one  o'^clock  P.  M.  the  victory,  which  never  wai 
doubtful,  was  decisively  on  the  side  of  the  French* 
But  the  cannonade  was  still  maintained  on  the  Freoch 
right  wing.  The  Russian  corps  which  had  been  cut 
off  was  surrounded,  compelled  to  abandon  all  its 
positions^  forced  back  into-  a  bolIow>  an(}  driven  up 
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•gainst  a  Uke,  where  great  numbers  spread  themselves 
over  its  icy  surface,  till  giving  waj^  mostof  tbeoi  were 
drowned*  At  the  same  time  two  columns  of  four 
thousand  men  each,  laid  down  their  arms^  and  gave 
up  their  artillery. 

The  result  of  this  victory  placed  in  the  hands  of  (be 
French  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  forty 
Russian  standards,  including  the  colours  of  the  em- 
peror Alexander's  life-guard,  fifteen  Russian  generals 
made  prisoners,  among  whom  wjere  the  princes  Gallttzin 
and  Repnin;  and,  finally,  near  twenty  thousand  Rus- 
•ians  were  taken  prisoners.  The  Russians  besides,  left 
fifteen  thousand  dead  upon  the  field  of  battle.  The 
French  stated  their  loss  to  be  nine  hundred  killed,  and 
sixteen  hundred  wounded.  The  Austrians  bad  six 
hundred  killed,  and  near  one  thousand  wounded.  Not 
one  corps  of  the  French  army  was  penetrated,  except 
a  single  battalion  of  the  4th  regiment,  which  had  to 
sustain  the  whole  of  the  first  attack  of  the  Russian 
imperial  guard. 

The  French  generals  of  division  St  Hilaire,  Keller-^ 
man,  and  Wattier,  the  generals  of  brigade  V^lbert, 
Thibaillt,  Sebastian],  and  Compaos,  and  general  Rapp, 
were  among  the  wounded.  This  last  general  headed 
the  grenadiers  of  the  French  imperial  guard  in  the 
attack,  and  took  prisoner  prince  Repnin,  who  com- 
manded with  admired  bravery  the  cavalry  of  the  Ros- 
aian  imperial  guard. 

Such  is  the  narrative  of  this  memorable  day  as 
published  oflScially  on  the  part  of  France.  It  is'bot 
lair,  however,  that  the  reader  should  compare  with 
it  the  account  of  the  same  battle^  as  given  by  the 
Russians: 

«'  The  French  army,  commanded  by  the  emperor 
Napoleon,  was  composed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  men,  and  was  very  advantageously  posted« 
behind  the  lakes  and  villages  of  Mennitz,  Teloitz, 
Sokoloitz,  and  Kobelnitz.  The  Austro-Russian  army, 
about  sixty  thousand  strong,  marched  on  the  1st  of 
December,  1805^  in  five  columns^  from  the  position 
3  pear 
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liear  Hodjegitz^  and  (he  same  eveniog^  took  a  position 
opposite  to  the  French  army>  in  such  a  maDner^  that 
the  first  division  under  count. Buxhovdeo,  was  posted 
only  three  hundred  fathoms  from  the  French  front ; 
the  second  division  under  general  Kutusoff^  was  about 
the  same  distance  in  the  rear«  and  behind  that  was  the 
reserve  under  the  grand  duke  Constantine«  The  ca- 
valry^ under  prince  Lichtenstein,  was  likewise  in  the 
second  division. 

'^  The  same  night  the  above-mentioned  generals  re- 
ceived orders^  in  consequence  of  the  disposition  made 
on  the  part  of  the  Austrians^  to  attack  the  French 
army  at  seven  in  the  mornings  in  five  columns.  The 
two  generals*in-chief  wished  to  make  some  alteration, 
and  were  desirous  of  having  cavalry  attached  to  the 
columns ;  but  they  received  for  answer,  that  such  was 
the  fixed  arrangement  for  the  disposition  and  the  attack. ' 
Accordingly^  out  of  the  first  division  were  formed  the 
firsthand  second  columns,  which  composed  the  left 
wing;  out  of  the  second  division,  the  third  and  fourth 
columns;  and  the  reserve  formed  the  fifth  column,  or 
the  right  wing*  On  the  latter  was,  besides,  stationed^ 
the  column  of  oavalry.  This  column  was  commanded 
by  prince  Lichtenstein;  the  5th  by  the  grand  duke*; 
the  3rd  and  4th  by  general  Kutusoff,  who  placed  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  4th ;  and  the  1st  and  Snd  by 
count  Buxhovden,  who  led  on  the  first  column. 

''  This  column  had  already  advanced  by  seven 
o'clock,  in  two  divisions,  to  the  village  of  Telnitz, 
where  it  attacked  the  right  wing  of  the  French.  The 
latter  received  it  with  a  heavy  fire  pf  musketry,  which 
the  Russians  forbore  to  return,  till  they  had  arrived  at 
the  next  distance.  The  conflict  was  obstinate,  and  the 
firing  tremendous.  The  Russians  approached  under 
an  incessant  fire,  and  numbers  fell  on  both  sides.  At 
length  the  Rus^ans  rushed,  with  bayonets  fixed,  oo 
the  French  front,  which  received  them  with  firmnessj 
and  the  carnage  that  succeeded  was  truly  dreadful. 
The  French  were  driven  back,  but  soon  received  s 
strong    reinforcement,    and,    in    their    turn,    gained 
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ground  on  the  Rnssians ;  on  which  the  latter  made  S 
second  desperate  attack^  and  turned  the  French.  The 
carnage  was  redoubled^  and  the  field  of  battle  waa  in* 
undated  with  human  blood.  The  French  were  com* 
pelled  not  only  to  abandon  the  village,  but  likewise  all 
the  eminences  and  defiles  beyond  Telnitz,  and  were 
pursued  by  the  victorious  column. 

*^  Meanwhile  the  second  column,  under  lieutenant^ 
general  Langeron,  had  likewise  driven  back  the  French^ 
near  Sokolnitz;  and  the  fii^st  column  prepared,  as  they 
advanced,  to  turn  this  French  force,  with  a  view  to 
relieve  the  second  column.  By  eight  o'clock  the  thirds 
fourth,  and  fifth,  columns  had  likewise  advanced  out 
of  the  line;  but  they  were  instantly  attacked  by  a  far 
superior  force. 

**  The  French  forced  the  centre;  and,  as  the  Austro* 
Russian  columns  were  at  a  great  distance  from  each 
other,  and  unprovided  with  cavalry,  the  three  French 
divisions  succeeded  in  penetrating  between  thero>  and 
turning  them.  The  fire  was  every  where  brrsk^  and 
the  Russian  guards  advanced,  with  filed  baydnets>  and 
without  firing  scarcely  a  single  shot,  against  not  only 
the  French  infantry,  but  likewise  their  cavalry.  They 
cut  down,  without  mercy,  all  that  opposed  them;  but, 
at  length,  they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  superior  num- 
bers; and,  about  twelve,  the  army  retreated  towards 
Austerlitz.  The  column  of  cavalry  did  scarcely  any 
thing;  and  the  van,  under  prince  Bagrathion^  (Pan- 
grazion,)  never  came  into  action  at  all. 

'^  On  the  retreat  of  the  allied  army,  three  strong 
divisions  of  the  French  were  immediately  sent  to  the 
support  of  the  right  wing.  These,  consequently  at- 
tacked the  left  wing  of  the  Russians,  in  the  rear;  their 
second  column  was  partly  routed,  and  partly  formed 
a  junction  with  the  first  column,  which  the  French  bad 
already  pursued  towards  Chlapanitz,  the  head- quarters 
of  the  French. 

"^  The  situation  of  this  columif,  which  had  fought 
with  such  valour  and  distinction,  now  became  ex- 
tremely critical.    It  was  deserted  by  the  rest  of  the 
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utrny,  witboQt  hope  of  succour^  surrounded  by  « 
powerful  French  army^  of  which  three  divisions^  with 
«  strong  body  of  cavalry,  were  already  in  its  rear,  and 
menaced  this  isolated  column  with  utter  destruction-^ 
circuitistances,  which  produced  a  conviction,  that  a 
column,  scarcely  ten  thousand  strong,  exhausted  and 
weakened  by  a  conflict  of  eight  hours,  had  no  other 
means  of  rescuing  itself  but  by  a  capitulation^  Though 
the  situation  of  these  troops  was  so  eminently  perilous, 
still  they  coatinued  under  the  conduct  of  their  veteran 
leader  (general  Buxhovden)  to  bid  defiance  to  every 
danger.  It  excited  the  utmost  astonishment  to  be^ 
hold,  with  what  resolution  they  withstood  the  attacks 
of  the  French,  and  with  what  fortitude  they  met  every 
^naergency. 

^  it  was  not  till  near  four  o'clock  that  they  evinced 
any  disposition  for  a  retreat.  The  French  redoubled 
their  attacks  on  every  quarter, '  and  a  tremendous  fire 
'was  maintained  on  both  sides.  The  Russians  were 
under  the  necessity  of  passing  through  the  village  of 
Ursd,  which  was  already  occupied  by  French  troops. 
Through  these  they  were  obliged  to  open  a  way;  the 
battle  was  renewed,  and  both  parties  fought  most 
desperately  with  the  bayonet.  The  French,  however, 
were  compelled  to  yield  to  Russian  intrepidity ;  the 
latter  passed  through  the  village  amidst  an  incessant 
fire,  deployed  beyond  the  canal,  broke  down  the 
bridges;  and,  soon  after  four  o'clock,  the  battle  ceased. 
The  brave  French,  even  with  their  superiority,  were 
tired  of  pursuing  a  corps  which  obliged  them  to  pur- 
chase every  step  they  made  with  so  much  blood. 
Both  sides  complained  of  the  calmness  of  the  wind  ; 
io  consequence  of  which  the  clouds  of  smoke  that 
^lled  the  atmosphere,  were  so  thick,  that  the  men 
nvere  unable  to  see  each  other  at  the  distance  of  twenty 
paces. 

^'  Generals  Kutusoff  and  Buxhovden  were  slightly 
wounded;  major-generals  Berg,  baron  Meller,  Essen 
the  first,  Essen  the  second,  Sacken,  Miller,  Wiropfen, 
and  Prebischewsl^yj  were  dangerously  wounded,  and 
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taken  prisoners.  Many  staff  and  superior  officerii  and 
privates  were  killed^  taken^  and  wounded.  It  is  con- 
fidently stated,  that  the  French  lost  more  than  tea 
thousand  men." 

Thi?  was  the  last  struggle  of  the  emperor  of  Austria 
for  the  preservation  of  his  dominions.  His  plans  had 
all  along  proved  extremely  injudicious:  his  armies 
were  hy  far  too  much  disjointed  to  afford  eaeh  other 
any  kind  of  co-operation;  their  movements  were  uni- 
formly lax  and  ill-concerted;  their  divisions  were 
constantly  driven  to  ^ake  head  against  very  superior 
numbers^  and  hience  the  Austrian  army  was  taken 
throughout  at  a  disadvantage,  and  destroyed  piece- 
meial  by  the  superior  policy  of  Napoleon^  who  kept 
the  divisions  of  his  army  in  perpetual  unison;  was 
alive  to  every  advantage  of  time  and  place ;  and  by 
the  singular  activity  of  his  scouts,  and  the  medium  of 
private  information,  be  contrived  often  to  take  bis  ad- 
versary byt[surprise,  without  allowing  him  time  to  act 
upon  the  offensive*  Thus  complete^  foiiedj  the  un- 
fortunate Francis  II.  was  under  the  necessity  of  suing 
for  an  armistice,  as  a  prelude  to  that  peace  which  was 
to  dismember  the  fairest  provinces  of  his  empire. 
Prince  John  of  Lichtenstein  was  dtspatcbed  on  the 
night  of  the  2nd  of  December  to  the  bead-quarters 
of  the  victorious  Napoleon,  to  propose  an  armistice 
on  the  part  of  the  emperor  Francis ;  and  it  was  agreed, 
that  a  suspension  of  hostilities  should  take  place,  to 
commence  on  the  4th  instant  at  day-break.  The  prince 
arrived  at  the  head  quarters  the  evening  before,  bat  it 
appears,  that  the  French  army  was  not  apprized  of 
this  transaction,  in  sufficient  time  to  prevent  the  hostile 
movements  made  on  the  4th.  The  emperor  of  Russia 
in  the  mean  while  evacuated  Moravia,  and  on  the  8th 
of  December  the  remains  of  his  army  began  its  march 
to  return  home  in  three  divisions.  The  first  took  the 
route  to  Cracow  and  Therespol;  the  second  by  Kaschau, 
Lemberg,  and  Brodi;  and  the  third  byTyrnau,  Baltska, 
and  Ussiadin.  The  emperor  of  Russia  was  at  the  head 
pf  the  first 
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During  the  time  that  the  negociations  for  peace  wer0 
carrying  on  at  Presburgb,  under  the  auBpices  of  M4 
Talleyrandj  prince  John  of  Lichtenstetn,.  count  de 
Giulay^  the  emperor  Napoleon  retired  t6  Schoenbrun^ 
the  seat  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  near  Vienna^  after 
directing  his  army  to  assume  the  following  positions^ 
till  the  final  ratification  sbobld  have  taken  place: 
Marshal  Bemad otte  was  to  occupy  Bohemia;  marshal 
Mortier^  Moravia;  marshal  Davoust,  Presburgh,  the 
capital  of  Hungary;  marshal  Soult,  Vienna;  marshal 
Ney,  Carinthia;  general  Marmont,  Styria;  marshal 
Massena^  Garniola;  and  marshal  Augereau,  command- 
ing the  reservCj  Suabia;  Marshal  Massena^  with  the 
army  of  Italy,  was  now  made  the  eighth  division  of 
the  grand  army.  Prince  Eugiene  Beauharnois  was 
made  commanderMn-chief  of  all  the  troops  of  the  Ve*- 
netian  territories  and  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  General 
St.  Cyr  was  ordered  tb  march  towards  Naples,  and 
occupy  a  strong  position,  in  order  to  cut  oflf  its  com* 
PQunication  with  the  interior. 

The  French  army  vras  to  hold  this  immense  tract 
until  the  conclusion  of  a  definitive  peace,  or  the  rup* 
ture  of  the  negociations;  in  the  latter. of  which  case 
it  was  stipulated,  tliat  hostilities  should  not  recommence 
within  fourteen  days,  and  that  the  cessation  of  the 
armistice  should  then  be  announced  to  the  plenipoten^ 
tiaries  of  both  powers,  at  the  head  of  their  respective 
armies.  It  was  further  agreed,  that  the  Russian  army 
should  evacuate  the  Austrian  states,  Moravia  and  Hun- 
gary, within  the  period  of  fifteen  days,  and  Gallicia 
within  a  month;  the  routes  to  be  prescribed  to  the 
Russian  army ;  that  there  should  be  no  levy  or  insur- 
rection in  Hungary,  nor  any  extraordinary  raising  of 
troops  in  Bohemia,  nor  that  any  foreign  army  should 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  territory  of  the  house  of 
Austria ;  and,  finally,  it  was  conditioned,  that  nego- 
ciators  from  both  powers  should  meet  at  Nicbolsburg. 
for  the  commencement  of  a  treaty,  in  order  to  effect, 
without  delay,  the  re-establishmeot  of  peace  betweea 
the  two  emperors.    To  such  humiliating  conditions, 
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4er(^tory  to  the  dignity  of  his  throne  aflMi  the  interests 
of  his  allies,  the  emperor  Alexander^  with  that  iiiag;^ 
aaDimitj  which  distinguished  his  miyesty  pn  all  occa- 
sions, refused  to  become  a  party>  and  accordingljr 
caused  bis  army,  although  under  yery  distresnng  cir- 
cumstances^ to  commence  a  retreat,  on  the  8lh  of 
December,  bs  above-mentioned,  from  the  Austriaxi 
states. 

Prince  John  of  Lichtenstein,  on  the  part  of  Austria^ 
and  M.  de  Talleyrand,  on  the  part  of  France^  were 
deputed  to  conclude  the  definitive  treaty. 

In  the  mean  while  the  emperor  Napoleon  dispatched 
aaessengers  to  Paris  with  information  of  the  negocia- 
ttons  for  a  peace  with  Austria ;  conveying  at  the  same 
time  the  standards  taken  at  the  battle  of  Aasterlitz, 
which  happened  to  be  fought  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
emperor's  coronation,  as  set  forth  in  the  following 
letter  from  Napoleon  to  the  archbishop  of  Paris : 

'^  My  Father, — We  have  taken  from  our  enemies 
forty-five  stands  of  colours  on  the  anniversary  of  our 
Coronation;  that  day  when  the  holy  father,  his  car^ 
dinals,  and  the  whole  of  the  French  clergy,  offered 
up  their  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  our  government  in 
the  church  of  Notre  Dame.  We  have  resolved  to 
deposit  these  colours  in  this  church,  as  the  cathedral 
«f  our  good  city  of  Paris.  We  have  ordered  these 
colours  to  be  presented  to  you,  that  they  may  be  pre^- 
served  in  your  metropolitan  church.  It  is  also  our 
intention,  that  the  anniversary  of  our  coronation  shall, 
every  year,  be  celebrated  by  the  performance  of  a 
solemn  act  of  devotion  in  our  said  cathedral,  in  com- 
memoration of  the  valour  exhibited  that  day,  and  of 
those  who  died  for  their  country  in  that  important 
action.  This  is  to  be  followed  by  a  thanksgiving  to 
the  God  of  armies,  for  the  victory  which  he  has  been 
pleased  to  give  us ;  and  as  this  letter  has  no  other 
object  in  view^  we  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his  holy 
Jceeptng. 

^  Napoleon." 
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The  conservative  senate  met  in  consequence  of  these 
dispatches,  and  unanimouslj  voted  a  triumphal  monu* 
ment  to  be  erected  to  *'  Napoleon  the  Great;''  and 
also,  ''that  the  acquisition  of  forty  stand  of  colours 
taken  from  the  enemy  at  Ulmj  and  fourteen  afterwards 
added,  and  the  forty^five  standards  taken  at  the  battle 
of  Austerlitz,  should  be  commemorated  on  tablets  of 
marble,  and  erected  in  the  grand  hall  of  the  senate/' 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1805,  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  and  exchanged  at  Presburgh, 
between  bis  imperial  majesty  the  emperor  of  Germajiy 
and  Austria,  and  his  imperial  majesty  the  emperor  of 
France  and  king  of  Italy ;  of  which  the  following  aca 
the  principal  articles: 

^'  There  shall  be  from  the  date  of  this  day,  peace 
and  friendship  between  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
Germany  and  Austria,  and  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  King  of  Italy,  their  heirs  and  successors* 
their  states  and  subjects  respectively,  for  ever. 

''  France  shall  continue  to  possess  in  property  and 
sov^eignty  the  duchies,  principalities,  lordships,  and 
territories,  beyond  the  Alps,  which  were  before  the 
present  treaty  united  and  incorporated  with  the  French 
empire,  or  governed  by  the  laws  and  government  of 
France. 

^*  The  emperor  of  Germany  and  Austria,  for  himself^ 
his  heirs,  and  successors,  recognizes  the  dispositions 
made  by  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  France,  King  of 
Ital^,  relative  to  the  principalities  of  Lucca  and 
Piombino. 

^'  The  emperor  of  Germany  and  Austria  renounces^ 
as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  heirs  and  successors,  that 
part  of  the  states  of  the  republic  of  Venice,  ceded  tp 
him  by  the  treaties  of  Campo  Formio  and  Luneville, 
which  shall  be  united^in  perpetuity  to  the  kingdom  of 
Italy. 

''  The  emperor  of  Germany  and  Austria  acknow- 
ledges his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French  as  king 
of  Italy ;  but  it  is  agreed  that,  in  conformity  with  the 
declaration  made  by  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the 
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French,  at  the  moment  when  he  took  the  crown  of 
Ita1y«  that  as  soon  as  the  parties  named  in  that  decla-* 
ration  shall  have  fulfilled  the  conditions  therein  ex- 
pressed, the  crowns  of  France  and  Italy  shall  be  sepa- 
rated for  ever^  and  cannot  in  any  case  be  united  on  the 
same  head.  His  majesty  the  emperor  of  German j 
binds  himself  to  acknowledge,  on  the  separation,  the 
successor  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French  sbali 
Appoint  to  himself  as  king  of  Italy. 

'^  The  present  treaty  of  peace  is  declared  to  com* 
prehend  their  most  serene  highnesses  the  electors  of 
Bavaria,  Wirtemberg,  and  Baden,  and  the  Bataviad 
republic,  allies  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  in  the  present  war. 

''  The  electors  of  Bavaria  and  Wirtemberc  having 
taken  the  title  of  king,  without  ceasing  nevertheless  to 
1>elong  to  the  Germanic  confederation,  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  Germany  add  Austria  acknowledges  them 
in  that  character. 

^*  Their  majesties  the  kings  of  Bavaria  and  Wirtem- 
berg, and  his  most  serene,  highness  the  elector  of 
Baden,  shall  enjoy  over  the  territories  ceded^  as  well 
as  over  their  ancient  estates,  the  plenitude  of  sove* 
reignty,  and  all  the  rights  resulting  from  it,  which 
have  been  guaranteed  to  them  by  his  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  the  French,  king  of  Italy,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Grermany  and  Aus- 
tria^ and  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  over  their 
German  states.  His  majesty  the  emperor  of  Germany 
and  Austria,  both  as  chief  of  the  empire,  and  as  co- 
estates,  engages  himself  not  to  oppose  any  obstacle  to 
the  execution  of  the  acts  which  they  may  have  made^ 
or  will  make,  in  consequence. 

''  His  majesty  the  emperor  of  Germany  and  Austria, 
as  well  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  as  for  the 
princes  of  his  house,  their  heirs  and  successors,  re- 
nounces all  the  rights,  as  well  of  sovereignty  as  of  pa- 
ramount right  to  all  pretensions  whatsoever,  actual  or 
eventual,  on  all  the  states,  without  exception,  of  their 
majesties  the  kings  of  Bavaria  and  Wirtemberg,  and 
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<fif  bis  most  serenehigfaiiess  this  el^^l* of -iB^deD^  Ahl 
generally  dn  all  the  States/ ^dotaaitis^  -aitd- territories^ 
'coipprised  in  the  citcTes  of  Bafva^i^;  'FMtieotriii;  ttnd 
Suabia,.  a^  WeW  as  to  nif  fet-yfitle  thken  ft^m  the  said 
dofnains  and  territotre6;^iifd  tkcip¥otk\tp  aN  preteti- 
aion^f  actual  or  evefittttlV^f  th^'auid:  titates,  to  the 
charge  of  the  house  rif'Ab3tff«,  or'Ui^'^rioceis,  are, 
and  shall  bfe,  for  e\w  erflA^lie*/  "• 

"  His  majesty  the  emf)*tbr'Ifa'yole6il  ^^uaratiteifes^ttfe 
integrity  pf  ^he  empire  of  Austria  iin  the  MMeio  which 
H  wtM  be  in  consequence  of  lh6  ^re^nt  Iteaty  of 
'p€kct.  ':  '    •  ^  ■'.:..-.  •.-    • 

''The  high  contraciing  parttes:  acknowledge  <le 
independence  of  the  Helvetic  republic/ a^  established 
by  the  act  of  mediation,  as  wfell  as  the  independence 
of  the  Batayian  republic. 

*'*His  majesty  the  emperor  of  Germatijrahd  Austria, 
and  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  i«*rench^  king\^f 
Italy,  shall  maintain  between  them  the* name  ceremo- 
nial as  to  rank  and  etiquette  as  was  observed  befole 
the  war. 

'  ^*  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratification 
of  the  present  treaty,  commissaries  shall  ht  named  On 
both  sides  to  give  up  and  to  receive  in  the  tiames  of 
their  respective  sovereigns,  all  parts  of  the  Venrtian 
territory  not  occupied  by  the  troops  of  his  tnajesty  the 
emperor  of  the  French  and  king  of  Italy.  The  city 
of  Venice,  the  Langues,  and  the  possession  of  the 
Terra  Firma,  shall  be  given  up  in  the  space  of  fifteen 
days;  Venetian  Istria,  and  Dalmatia,  the  mouths  of 
the  Cattaro,  the  Venetian  isles  in  the  Adriatic,  and  all 
the  places  and  forts  which  they  contain,  in  the  Space 
of  SIX  weeks  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications. 
The  respective  commissaries  will  take  care  that  the 
separation  of  the  artillery  belonging  to  the  repoblic 
of  Venice  from  the  Austrian  artillery  be  exactly  made, 
the  former  being  to  remain  entirely  to  the  kingdotin  of 
Italy.  Done  and  signed  at  Presburg  the  36th  of  De- 
cember,  1805." 

Thus  in  the  short  space  of  three  months  and  a  feW 
:    Vol.  I.    No.  XXVIII.        4P  days 


Digitized  by 


Google 


606  M1MMR8  OV  BONtf  ARTE  AND  HISTORY  Of 


-days  did  NapeleoD' emperor  of  the  French  aubda^ 
and  indeed  almost  aaoibilate^  the  armies  of  the  two 
^i^taist  powefs  o(  the  cootioeot  who  bad  combined  to 
limit  bis  dominions^  and  shake  bis  authQritj^  The 
Austrian  empire  was  reduced  to  the  mast  abject  sub- 
idistton,  an4  part  of  its  territory  divided  among  those 
.who  were  bu^the  mere  electors  in  the  state  ;  but  now, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  conqueror,  were  elevated  to 
the  rank  of  kings^ .  independent  of  all  authority,  save 
of  his  who  advaoir^d  them. 

Great- Britain  was  now  again,  as  Usual,  left  to  her- 
self, to  sustain  the  war  against  the  undivided  power  of 
France; '  and  she  prov^  herself  in  the  wondering  eyes 
of  the  astooished  world,  the  only  power  on  earth  that 
•  dared  to  look  Napoleon  in  the  face;  that  was  able  to 
curb  the  soaring  height  of  his  ambition,  and  convince 
bm  that  his  power  was  yet  limited,  and  bis  conquests 
but  half  complete.  The  successes  of  his  army  od  the 
continent,  added  to  the  well-known  bravery  of  Ville- 
oeuve  in  keeping  the  sea  after  the  action  of  the  com- 
bined fleet  with,  admiral  sir  Robert  Calder,  appeared 
i6  give  fresh  energy  to  the  department  of  (he  French 
marine.  On  the  18th  of  October^  the  grand  com* 
bined  squadrons  of  France  and  Spain  put  to  sea  from 
the  port  of  Cadiz ;  and  on  the  19ths  inforo^ation  of 
the  event  was  given  to  admiral  lord  Nelson  by  a  swift- 
sailing  frigate,  whereby  bis  lordship  was  enabled  to 
come  up  with  the  combined  fleet  on  the  21st,  at  the 
distaiice  of  about  seven  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cape 
Trafalgar,  on  the  coast  of  Andalusia  in  Spain..  The 
l^and  combined  squadron  consisted  of .  thirty-three 
ships  of  the  line,  eighteen  of  which  were  French,  and 
fifteen  Spanish ;  with  five  large  frigates,  and  two 
armed  brigs.  This  noble  fleet  sailed  in  five  majestic 
divisions ;  the  three  fir&t  forming  the  leading  squadroo, 
and  the  two  last  was  called  a  fleet  of  observation. 
The  moment  the  English  were  seen  in  pursuit  of  them, 
they  scorned  to  decline  the  combat,  but  instantly  came 
about,  and  formed  the  line  of  battle  with  great  cool- 
jiess  aiDd  intrepidity.  The  van  of  the  combined  squa- 
dron 
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iron  was  ledbjadmiral  Gardoqui^  in  la  Santa  Aiuia» 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  gnns;  the  centre  was  conn'- 
manded  by  admiral  Yilleneuve^  in  the  Bucentaur^  of 
eightjguns;  and  the  rear  division  was  led  bjr  admiml 
Dumanoir^  in  the  Formidable,  of  eighty  guns.  The 
rear  of  the  combined  fleet  of  observation  was  com«' 
manded  by  admiral  Gravina,  in  the  Prince  of  Astu- 
rias,  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  guns;  and  his  second 
division  was  led  by  rear-admiral  Ma^gOn,  in  the  Alge* 
siras^  .of  seventy-four  guns. 

The  English  fleet  consisted  of  twenty-seven  ships  of 
the  line/  four  frigates,  an  armed  schooner,  and  a 
cutter.  '  It  formed  the  line  of  battle  in  two  nearly  ^ 
equal  divisions;  the  van  led  by  admiral  lord  Nelson  ia 
the  Victory,  pf  ope  hupdred  and  ten  guns;  and  the 
rear  by  admiral  lord  CoUingwood  in  the- Royal  Sove- 
reijgn,  of  one  hundred  guds.  The  action  was  com* 
menced  by  the  English  about  twelve  o'clock.  -  The 
order  of  battle  on  both  sides  presented  a  new  arrange-^ 
ment  to  the  established  system  of  naval  tactics.  The 
combined  fleet  had  formed  its  line  with  singular  cor- 
rectness in  the  shape  of  a  crescent,  convexing  to  lee- 
wardf  with  each  alternate  ship  about  a  cable's  length 
to  windward^  so  that  it  formed  a  kind  oJF  double  line> 
well  calculated  for  close  action,  without  over  crowding 
their  ships.  The  English  admirals,  in  the  leading 
$bips  of  the  two  divisions  of  their  fleet,  bore  dowo 
together  upon  this  crescent,  with  no  other  signal  but 
that  for  cfose  and  immediate  action  by  evetj  ship  of 
the  line.  Lord  NeUon's  division  broke  through  the 
crescent  between  the  tenth  and  eleventh  ships  from  the 
van;  and  admiral  Collin^ood  succeeded  in  eflecting' 
a  similar  maiKBuvre  about  the  same  time,  and  at  the 
same  distance  from  tbeir  rear;  their  succeeding  ships 
in  like  manner  breaking  through  in  all  parts,  astern  of 
their  leaders ;  thqs  coming  into  action  and  engaging 
the  combined  squadrop  althe  muzzles  of  their  guns. 
Hence  the  conflict  became  the  most  tremendous  and 
(destructive  ever  recorded  to  havi  tsdcen  place  in  any 
age,  or  quarter  of  the  ^lobe.  Each  side  fought  with 
'^  4P^  •spirit 
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aij^irii  mi^  8&V7&Dtrjr/thatreBeet#4  equal  iioiioqr  oq 
iiie  If  bole. .  After  three  houra  pambat  io  thia  elose-po* 
i|itioD>  it  pleaded  .the  Almight}^  |o  bestow  the  vickNry 
9A  the  Eoglish.  At  three  o'clock  P.  M.  ten  of  the 
ifiz^t  cripj)£s4  P/  the^coinbiped  squadroq^  under  ad* 
ntjc^l  Gr^vi^,  joined  their  s^nal  frigates/ and  sailed 
f^r  Cadiz.  ]Ppuc..otl^rs,  under  admiral  Dupanoir, 
failed  to  wiIldward^  leaving  nineteen  French  and  Spa* 
nish  ships  of  the  line»  with  the  gallant  commander-in- 
chief^  admiral  Yilleneuve,  and  two  Spf^iish  admirals, 
jn^the  bands  of  the  Efgljisb*  The  loss  of  killed  and 
wounded  was  unusual);  great  on  both  sid^j  the 
French  admiral  Magcux was  killed;  but  the  Eogh'sh 
t^d  to  deplore  the  loss  of  their  immortal  hero,  ad- 
miral lojrd  Nelson,  who,  about  the  middle  of  the  ac- 
tion, receiy^d  a  mu/Utet  ball  in  his  left  breast,  and 
soon  after  expired.  .  As  a  man  and  a  hero,  bis  me- 
mory will  for  ey^T  b?  fevered,  bj  everj  nation  of  the 
civilized  worldt 

On  tb4. 4Ui  of  Npv^mlier>  ^be  four  ships  of  the 
combined  squ.adro^.w^ii})i  fp^p  sail  to  the  windward 
under  the  French .  jftd^ipf^  Dun^anoir,  uopxpectedly 
^11  in  with  fou^r  EngUsh  ships  of  the  hoe  cofflmanded 
by. admiral  sir  ]^iqh#i;d  ^trachan,  who  immediately 

five  cb^fe  t^  (b^  or^ppM  ships,  which  were  all 
reni^h,  and  §oo,n  ^awe  up  with  and  engaged  them. 
]^otwitbsi»nj4ifig  tbc| ;  sitv^c^ii  (bey  had  so  recently 
been. in,  on; the.^Ut. of  Qetoberi  admiral  Dumanoir 
jform^^d  bis^U^a  fiDr.ciosie.aQti9fi,  and  fought  the  English 
isrith  th^tf^ourago.aqd  Q)9gQa^ifnity,  which  could  not 
hut  extort  their  praisir.  l|is  situation,  however,  was 
such,  tbM  he  was  eventuull;  obliged  to  strike;  and 
ibese  four  men  of  wair,vwith  the. admiral,  v?bo  was 
severely  wounded,  wer^  all  tak^n;  upd  when  added  to 
t^a:  former  made  pp  le^  than  twenty-three  of  the 
ippblest  ships  in  the  French  aqd  .Spanish  service  at 
once  cut  0^  from  their  QQoihined  navy.  Only  seven 
or  eight  of  thc^  ships  w«re  in  a  QOQditioo.to  bie  added 
to  the  British  pa^y;  for. they  .had  fought  with  auch  a 
determiB^d  r^oluitioll  eitbtfr  to  C9iXquei?<Hr  ^i^  that 
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one  of  them; blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion  iif 
the  tniddt  of  the  action,  and  the  residue  became  re^* 
duced  to  meie  wrecks  upon  the  water^  and  either  sunkj 
^r  \vere.di8maniled  by  the  victors. 

While  England  appeared  to  think  less  of  her  tic-^ 
tory,  than  of  her  loss  in  the  death  of  admiral  lord 
Nelson,  a  silent  pause  pervaded  the  brightest  circles  ia 
Pluis  And  Madrid;  their  public  prints  observed  a  cheer- 
less silence ;  and  the  belligerent  powers  on  the  conti^ 
Heot  wer^e  siruek  with  emotions  which  seemed  to  chal* 
leoge  their  want  of  energy  and  exertion*  The  emperor 
Noipoleon  was  said  to  receive  the  news  with  that  indig«< 
saat  countenance,  which  singularly  marked  his  aspect 
under  sensations  of  displeasure.  He  avoided  every, 
kind  of  enquiry,  and  by  turning  to  the  pursuits  imme- 
diately before  him,  strove  to  think  lightly  of  an  events 
which  really  eclipses  all  the  glories  of  his  victories  al 
Aiitfterlitz.  The  English  in  that  engagement  deprived 
France  and  Spain  of  tweiity-three  ships  of  the  line—* 
of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  pieces  of  cannon — of 
between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  seamen^— of  four 
adaUrals^  one  genesal,  and  a  great  number  of  their 
best  aaval  ofiicers. 

Yet  while  Great-Britain  thus  asserted  and  maintaion 
ed  her  sovereignty  over  the  seas,  the  emperor  of  the 
French  was  determined  to  exercise  a  similar  dominion 
on  shore.  Not  content  with  triumphing  over'  the  un^ 
fortunate  bouse  of  Austria,  and  fashioning  the  states 
of  Germany,  of  Switzerland,  and  Italy,  to  his  mind^' 
be  wa]»  novt  bent  on  the  destruction  of  the  royal  family 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  His  Sicilian  majesty  bad 
entered  into  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with  Napoleon ;  but 
through  the  influence  of  the  queen-mother,  this  neu* 
txality  had  been  recently  vtolaited,  and  the  Neapolitan 
army  had  received  reinforcements  from  Russia  and 
Bngland,  whose' cause  it  bad  espoused.  Exasperated 
beyond  measure  at  this  deceptive  conduct,  the  emperor 
of  the  French.commaDded  reinfoveements  to  be  sent  to 
liicr  army  nf  St.  Gyr^  under '  marshal  Massena,  who 
waato  tdkeAhe  chief  command^. until  the  arrival  of  bit 
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brother  Joseph/  who  was  destined  to  punish  tb^  per« 
fidy  of  the  queen.  An  attempt  was  made  to  soften  bis 
resentment  against  the  mistakes  of  a  woman;  but  he 
replied,  ''  Were  hostilities  to  recommence,  and  the 
nation  to  support  a  thirty  years  war,  so  atrocious  an  act 
of  treason  cannot  be  pardoned.^'  He  then  published 
the  following  proclamation  to  his  army : 

^'  Soldiers, — For  ten  years  I  have  done  all  I  coold 
to  save  the  king  of  Naples :  he  has  done  every  things 
in  his  power  to  destroy  himself.  After  the  battles  of 
Dego,  of  Mondovi,  and  of  Lodi,  he  could  give  me 
DO  effectual'  opposition.  I  placed  confidence  in  the 
word  of  this  prince,  an^  I  behaved  with  generosity 
towards  him. 

'*  When  the  second  coalition  was  dissolved  at 
Marengo,  the  king  of  Naples,  who  was  the  first  to 
commence  that  unjust  war,  abandoned  at  Loneville 
by  bis  allies,  remained  alone,  and  without  protection. 
He  solicited  my  pardooj  and  I  forgave  him  a  second 
time. 

*'  A  few  weeks  ago  you  were  at  the  gates  of  Naples. 
I  had  sufficient  reason  to  suspect  the  treacberj  which 
was  intended,  and  to  avenge  the  insults  which  I  had 
received.  Still  I  was  generous.  I  acknowledged  tbe 
neutrality  of  Naples^-^I  ordered  you  to  evacuate  that 
kingdom,  and  for  the  thi^d  time  tbe  house  of  Naples 
was  confirmed  and  saved. 

*'  Shall  we  grant  pardon  for  a  fourth  time?  Shall  we, 
for  a  fourth  time,  place  any  confidence  in  a  coui't,  with- 
out truth,  honour,  or  common  sense? — No!  No!  Tbe 
Neapolitan  dynasty  has  ceased  to  reign---it8  eiistenci^ 
h  incompatible  with  the  repose  of  Europe,  and  the 
honour  of  our  crown. 

'^  Soldiers !  march — drive  into  the  sea,  if  they  will 
wait  your  attack,  these  feeble  battalions  of  the  tyrants 
of  the  sea.  Shew  to  the  world^he  manner  in  which 
we  punish  tlie  perjured.  Lose  no 'time  in  informio^ 
.me  that  the  whole  of  Italy  is  subject  to  my  laws  or 
those  of  my  allies ;  that  the  finest  country  of  the 
world  is  emancipated  from  the  yoke  of  the  most 
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perfidioHfl  of  men ;  that  the  sacredaess  of  treaties  is 
avenged;  atid  that  the  manes  of  mj  brave  soldiers^ 
massacred  in  the  ports  of  Sicily,  on  their,  reti^ro  from 
Egypt,  after  having  escaped  from  the  dangers  of  tSe 
8ea>  the  deserts,  and  a  hundred  battles,  are  at  length 
appeased. 

''  Soldiers!  my  brother  virill  I^ad  you  on;  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  all  my  planis;  he  is  the  depositary  of  my 
authority — he  is  in  full  possession  of  my  confidence*'^ 
let  him  have  your's. 

"  Napoleon/'  . 
^'  The  treaty  of  concert  and  co-operatipn  which  had 
been  agreed  upon  between  the  allied  powers,  had  for 
one  of  its  principal  ends  the  establishment,  or  what 
was  called  the  "  equilibrium  of  Europe,  or  the  ba* 
lance  of  power/'  To  effect  this  object,  the  high  con- 
tracting powers  pledged  themselves  to  each. other  not 
to  enter  into  any  separate  or  private  treaty  of  peace 
with  France,  until  this  grand  purpose  shoui^  be  com- 
pletely attained,  and  the  five  following  conditions  so- 
lemnly submitted  to  by  the  emperor  Napoleon;  viz. 
1.  The  evacuation  of  the  .country  of  Hanover,  and 
the  north  of  Germany. — 2.  The  establishment  of  the 
independence  of  the  republics  of  Holland  and  Switzer- 
land.— 3.  The  re-establishment  of  the  king  of  Sardinia 
in  Piedmont,  with  as  large  an  augmentation  of  terri- 
tory as  circumstances  will  permit. — 4.  The  future  se- 
curity of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the  complete 
evacuation  of  Italy,  the  island  of  Elba  included,  by 
the  French  forces. — 5.  The  establishment  of  an  order 
of  things  in  Europe,  which  may  effectually  guarantee 
the  security  and  independence  of  the  different  states, 
and  present  a  solid  barrier  against  future  usurpa- 
tions. 

These  conditions  very  satisfactorily  account  for  the 
adherence  of  the  court  of  Naples  to  the  allied  powers; 
but  its  conduct  ought  unquestionably  to  have  been 
more  open  and  decisive,  and  its  solicitation  for  a  strict 
neutrality  should  have  been  by  all  means  avoided.  It 
was  this  double-dealing  that  excited  the  resentment  of 
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NapoIeoD;,  lad  which  dow  detei'mibed  hltn  to  tend  t 
sufficient  army  to  conquer  the  whole  of  the  Neapofa'tan 
territory.  In  the  mean  time  he  devoted  the  utmost tit^ 
tention  to  regulate  the  important  countries  within  bis 
grasp.  '  By  the  submission  of  the  house  of  AostHa^ 
and  the  retreat  of  the  emperor  Alexander  to  Peters- 
biirgh,  the  Germanic  body  found  itself  wholly  under 
{he  controul  of  the  empieror  of  the  French.  The 
Prussian  monarch,  agitated  \bj  thfe  alternate  passtoi» 
of  hope  and  fear,  had  sagaciously  avoided  to  unsheath 
the  sword,  in  the  view  of  sharing  some  fragments  of 
ibe  spoil  wHb  the  conqueroir  of  Germany,  as  a  reward 
for  his  duplicity  and  forbearance.  This  remuneration 
iippeared  not  far  distant.  *  By  exercising  the  heavenly 
benevolences  of  a  pacificator,  he  procured  leave  of 
Napoleon  ^or  the  English,  Russian,  and  Swedish, 
troops  in  Hanover,  who  had  never  struck  a  blow, 
peaceably  and  quietly  to  evaluate  that  electorate,  and 
to  return  each  to  his  own  proper  home,  without 
hindrance  or  molestation.  The  F^nch  army  which 
was  passing  the  Ysei,  in  order  t6  advance  into  the 
bishopric  of  Munster,  receifed  orders  ta  bklt;  and 
general  Augereau,  who  wa«  destined  tb  co-operate  in 
the  ampfe  recovery  of  the  ,nprffa  of  Germany,  vraa 
directed  to  slacken  his  march,  v^bile  the  politic 
Frederic- William  pushed  forward  his  own  battalions, 
vrhich  speedily  surprised  the  English,  and  took  pos- 
session of  Hanover  in  his  own  name.  For  this  con- 
nivance it  is  now  understood,  that  the  emperor  of  the 
French  chose  to  be  gratified  by  lopping  off  the  central 
provinces  of  Anspacb  and  Bayreuth  from  the  Prussian 
territory. 

That  the  Prussian  monarch,  at  a  eei^tain  period  of 
the  war,  when  nnder  circumstances  of  a  threatening 
aspect,  had  resolved  to  co-opei'ate  with  the  allies  in 
active  hostilities,  appears  obvious,  from  the  follow- 
ing official  communication,  sent  by  special  courier,  on 
the  22nd  of  December,  1805,  by  baron  Yon  Harden- 
berg,  minister  of  state  to  tbe  king  of  Prussia,  to  lord 
Harrowby ;  a  document  which  it  appears  highly  ex- 
pedient 
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t>edient  to  recite  in  this  place,  becauBe  it  serves  to 
explain  in  some  degree  the  waveriog  and  indecisive 
ineasures  adopted  by  Frederic- William  during  the 
short  course  of  this  arduous  conflict  The  paper  states 
as  follows :  .        . 

"  My  Lord> — Conformabl;  to  the  answer  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  exeellencyi 
to  the  question  which  jou  addressed  to  me,  relative  to 
the  security  of  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty  in 
'  the  nbrth  of  Germany,  I. hasten  to  lay  before  you  the 
positive  assurances  which  I  have  the  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  communicate  to  you. 

*'  Your  excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  You  will  first  perceive  that,  at  the 
point  to  which  matters  have  now*come>  since  the  un- 
fortunate battle  of  Austerlitz,  between  Austria  and 
France,  in  consequence  of  the  return  of  the  great 
Russian  army,  and  the  total  uncertainty  in  which  we 
are  with  regard  to  the  intention  of  Napoleon  towards 
Prussia,  the  utmost  caution  is  absolutely  necessary. 
The  bravest  army  cannot  always  reckon' upon  success; 
and  it  is,  undoubtedly,  the  interest  of  Prussia,  and 
the  interest  of  the  world,  to  prevent  any  attack  upon 
her  at  the  present  moment,  when  she  would  have  to 
bear  the  whole  burden  of  the  war;  and  no  confederacy 
adapted  to  circumstances  has  been  formed ;  for^  in  case 
iier  armies  should  prove  unsuccessful^  the  last  ray  of 
hope,  to  maintain  the  security  and  independence  of  the 
continent,  would  be  extinguished. 

"  The  king,  still  animated  by  the  same  wish  to  es- 
tablish a  general  peace  on  a  permanent  footingi  and,  if 
possiblei  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  must  con- 
sequently have  been  ardently  desirous  that  his  media- 
tion^ stipulated  in  the  convention  signed  on  the  3rd  of 
Novemberi  at  Potsdam,  should  have  been  accepted 
by  France.  In  an  interview  which  count  Von  Haug- 
witz  had  with  Napoleon  on  the  28th  of  November^ 
that  monarch  manifested  a  disposition  to  accept  of  this 
mediation,  on  the  two  following  conditions : — 

'^  ].  That  during  the  negociation  no  troops  of  his 
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Britannic  majefttyj  nor  any  Rusiians  or  Swede§g 
should  advance  into  Holland  to  commence  warlike 
operations  there^  after  their  departure  from  the  north 
of  Germany.  2.  That  a  more  extensive  circuit 
should  be  allowed  to  the  fortress  of  Hameloj  lo 
order  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  garrison  for  pro- 
visions. 

''  The  king  could  not  accept  these  propositions  uo« 
der  the  circumstances  of  the  moment  in  which  they 
were  made ;  but  these  have  totally  changed^  and  in  the 
present  conjuncture  his  majesty  has  not  only  judged 
them  admissible--*upon  condition  that  the  emperor 
Napoleon  engages^  on  his  side,  not  to  send  any 
more  troops  into  the  north  of  Germany,  as  long  as  the 
negotiations  shall  continue,  and  that  he  shall  not  un- 
dertake any  thing  against  Hanover  during  the  same  in- 
terval— but  even  favourable,  as  time  will  thus  be  gain- 
ed to  take  more  ddiberate  measures,  and  to  prepare 
for  every  contingency;  either  in  case  a  war  should 
break  out,  or  this  intermediate  state  of  things  should 
lead  to  a  definitive  negociatioo. 

*'  That  no  time  may  be  lost,  his  majesty  has  sent 
major  Von  Pfuhl  to  the  French  bead-quarters,  that 
this  arrangement  may  be  carried  into  effect.  At  the 
same  time  count  Haugwitz  has  received  the  necessary 
instructions,  bearing  date  the  19th  instant,  and  the 
king  has  given  France  to  understand,  that  he  shall  con- 
sider the  occupation  of  Hanover  by  French  troops^  as 
an  act  of  hostility. 

^'  Agreeably  to  what  I  have  just  stated,  his  majesty 
has  authorised  roe  to  inform  your  lordship,  that,  ia 
conformity  with  the  assurances  already  given,  in  case 
the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  Russians 
should  prove  unfortunate,  the  king  engages  for  the 
security  of  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty^  in 
Hanover,  and  grants  them  perfect  liberty,  in  case  of 
necessity,  to  retreat  to  the  Prussian  army,  and  to  the 
states  of  the  king,  but  with  the  following  modifica- 
tions, which  circumstances  render  necessary : 

''  1.  That  they  take  their  positions  in  the  rear  of  the 
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Prussian  iro^ps^  andabfftaiOj  during  the  period  of  the 
intermediate  negotiation^  from  every  movement  and 
atep  of  a  provoking  nature  towards  Holland.  3.  That 
in  case  the  Prussian  troops  should  be  attacked  bj  the 
French,  his  majesty  may  rely  with  perfect  coqfidence 
on  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  troops  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  as  long  as  they  shall  continue  in 
the  north  of  Germany.  His  majesty  has  given  orders 
for  a  respectable  corps  to  advance  into  Westphalia, 
and  will  adopt  every  necessary  measure  for  security 
and  defence.  The  Russian  troops  under  the  command 
of  general  count  Toltstoy,  are  already  at  the  entire 
disposal  of  his  majesty,  as  the  emperor  Alexander  has 
fully  authorised  him  to  dispose  of  them  at  pleasure ; 
and  likewise  of  those  which  are  under  general  Bennig<» 
len,  in  Silesia. 

'*  I  therefore  request  your  excellency  to  write  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  lord  Cathcart,  commander-ia<^ 
chief  of  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  take,  without  delay,  such  steps 
as  are  necessary  for  these  different  purposes,  and  in 
particular  to  comply  with  the  invitation  which  will  be 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  order  of  the  kiog»  through 
count  Kalkreuth,  to  consult  personally  with  him  and 
count  Toltstoy,  on  the.positions  which  the  troops  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  the  Russians,  and  Prussians,  will 
have  to  take,  in  consequence  of  the  above-mentioned 
arrangements.  As  the  Swedish  troops  are  in  the  same 
predicament  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
and  the  Russians,  it  would  be  extremely  desirable  to 
prevail  upon  his  Swedish  majesty  to  conform  to  this 
arrangement. 

''  I  hope  that,  to  this  end,  your  lordship  will  act 
in  concert  with  prince  Dolgorucki,  whom  his  imperFal 
majesty  of  all  the  Russias  has  charged  with  every  thing 
relative  to  tbe  destination  of  the  Russian  army.  In 
case  his  Swedish  majesty  will  resign  the  conduct  of  his 
troops  to  count  Toltstoy,  the  king  is  ready  to  give  them 
the  same  guarantee  which  he  offers  to  the  troops  of  his 
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Britaonic  majesty^   during  their  contiouaoce  in  the 
north  of  Germany. 

''  3.  With  regard  to  the  provisioning  of  the  fortreu 
of  Haineln>  it  is  conceived  that  the  grant  of  a  certaia 
district^  from  which  the  garrison  might  themselves 
procure  provisions,  would  be  attended  with  great  in* 
conveniences,  both  in  respect  to  the  subjects  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  and  on  account  of  the  coUisions 
which  might  thence  ensue  between  the  troops.  It^ 
therefore,  appears  preferable,  to  furnish  necessaries 
from  the  Hanoverian  territory,  through  an  intermediate 
person,  to  whom  general  Barbou  must  send  a  state- 
ment of  what  he  wants  for  daily  consumption,  and  oa 
whose  requisition  the  Hanoverian  ministry  will  take 
care  that  it  be  delivered  at  the  places  appointed 
for  that  purpose.  But  general  Barbou  must,  on 
his  side,  engage  to  remain  quiet  within  the  town  of 
liameln. 

''  Conformable  to  these  ideas,  the  king  has  sent  M. . 
Yon  Krusemark,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  garde  du 
corp9,  9od  adjutant  to  field-marshal  Von  MoJieodor^ 
to  Hanover.  I  have  given  him,  for  my  part,  a  letter 
to  the  ministers  of  bis  Britaionic  majesty,  at  Hanover, 
and  another  for  general  Barbou,  that  the  necessary  arr 
raogements  for  providing,  instantaneously,  for  the  suIh 
.sistence  of  the  gafrison  of  Hameln,  may  be  made  and 
put  into  execution  without  delay. 

''  I  have  now  nothing  left,  my  lord,  but  to  refer  to 
the  verbal  commiinication  I  had  the  honour  to  make 
to  jov,  and  to  entreat  ypu  to  take  in  general  such 
steps  as  you  shall  think  it  expedient  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  whole  arrangement  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  submit  to  you.  I  request  you  to  have 
the  goodness  to  inform  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
troops  of  his  Britapoic  majesty,  that  it  is  only  in  case 
be  should  think  proper  to  accede  to  this  arrangement, 
and  to  adopt  such  measures' as  shall  depend  upon  bim 
for  carrying  it  into  execution,  his  Prussian  majesty 
can  possibly  engage  tp  guarantee  the  security  of  the 
trppps  of  his  Britannic  migesty.     In  case  of  an  attack 
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•n  the  part  of  the  French,  it  vf\\],  however,  be  ve^ 
cesgarj,  that  the  conduct  of  the  whole  should  eeotrii 
in  one  point,  and  it  appears  natural  that  the  oldest  in 
rank  should  then  asgume  the  chief  command.  It 
ipirould  consequently  devolve  on  general  count  Kal-i 
kreuth,  both  for  the  above  reason,  and  likewise  because 
he,  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  wouldbe  best 
able  to  judge  what  measure  to  adopt.  I  repeat  to 
your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  considera^ 
tioo  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  foe^  my  lord^ 
jour  excellency's,  &c. 

*'  Hardenberg/' 

The  French  garrison  in  Hameln  was  completely 
invested  by  the  English  and  Russian  troops;  and 
this  town  was  in  great  distress  for  want  of  provision* 
A  spirited  sally  had  been  made  by  the  troops  of  the 
garrison,  and  a  warm  action  ensued,  in  which  the  En« 
glish  were  victorious,  and  took  about  two  hundred  pri^ 
soners  from  the  French.  The  above  stale  paper  was 
calculated  to  provide  sufficient  necessaries  for  the 
garrison  of  Hameln,  at  the  same  time  that  it  secured 
the  north  of  Germany  from  participating  in  the  horrors 
of  war. 

The  elector  of  Wirtemberg,  who  had  married  the 
amiable  princess  royal  of  Engl  and,'*  was  long-averse  to 
enter  into  any  measures  of  reciprocity  with  France. 
Unlike  the  court  of  Naples,  he  openly  and  nobly  ve^ 
sisted  all  the  advantageous  offers  that  were  made  to 
him  by  Napoleon ;  and,  when  he  found  he  could  no 
longer  resist  his  power,  he  candidly  avowed  to  the  de*f 
puties  of  his  states  in  a  public  speech,  the  reasons 
which  forced  him  into  an  alliance  with  France : 

*'  I  sought  (said  he)  to  obtain  an  armed,  or  a  sim« 
pie  neutrality  for  my  dominions ;  but  neither  the  em«>> 
peror  of  the  French,  nor  the  emperor  of  Russia,  would 
comply  with  that  desire.  Both  were  equally  solicitous 
to  attach  me  to  their  cause ;  and  even  a  powerful  Ger- 
man court, -( Prussia, )  in  which  I  was  justified  in 
placing  the  greatest  hope,  came  to  no  determination. 
All  my  endeavours  we^e  ineffectual. .  The  Freach 
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armiefl  inundttted  my  domiDioBs;  ny  very  resid^ncet 
were  sot  spared ;  the  one  was  partly  taken  by  storm, 
and  the  other  was  thr^4tened  with  it.  I  remained 
firm ;  I  despised  the  danger  which  menaced  my  per--' 
•on>  my  dignity,  and  those  who  are  united  to  me  by 
the  most  sacred  ties  of  blood,  my  wife,  my  children, 
in  a  word,  all  that  is  dear  to  my  heart.  I  had  pledg^ed 
mysdf  not  to  abandon  my  subjects — 1  remained.  The 
French  emperor  came  in  person  to  me ;  I  intreated 
bim  to  grant  me  a  neutrality.  '  He  that  is  not  with 
me  is  against  me/  was  his  answer. 

*'  At  this  moment  the  fate  of  Wirtemberg  was  in 
my  hands.  Had  I  made  opposition,  mj  dominioDs 
would  have  been  involved  in  ruin.  My  dectoral 
house  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of  incurring  the  me- 
lancholy fate  of  so  many  other  sovereign  families^  who 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  living  upon  the  charity 
ef  other  courts,  and  who  receive,  by  way  of  alms« 
the  sum  assigned  for  their  maintenance.  My  country 
would  have  been  treated  by  the  victorious  French 
Urmy  as  a  conquered  province ;  it  would  have  been 
compelled  to  furnish  a  contribution  of  eight  millions^ 
two  thousand  horses,  and  as  many  men  as  were  Te«? 
quired  for  conveying  the  artillery,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

*'  The.  terms  offered  to  me  were,  that  Wirtemberg 
should  join  to  the  French  army  a  force  of  ten  thou* 
sand  men,  including  one  thousand  cavalry.  I  answer* 
ed^  that  this  exceeded  the  limits  of  my  ability;  that 
the  resources  for  the  maintenance  of  my  troops  were 
insufficient,  without  discharging  a  considerable  por* 
tion  of  them  in  the  course  of  the  year.  '  If  you  can- 
not maintain  them,  your  country  can,'  said  Napoleon. 
^  Mj  states  will  not  consent,'  repjied  I.  '  Against 
them  I  will  support  ^ou/  rejoined  the  French  em* 
peror.  I  had  no  choice  left ;  I  submitted  to  inevita- 
ble necessity,  and  thus  saved  my  country  and  my  peo- 
ple from  ruin." 

The  house  of  Bavaria  was  driven  into  the  arms  of 
France  by  the  oppressive  treatment  of  the  emperor  of 
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Austria.  Its  treaty  was  openly  avowed  as  soon  as  the 
war  commenced.  By  this  measure  it  secured  its  do- 
minions^ on  the  same  principle  as  did  the  elector  of 
Wirtemberg.  Both  these  electors  were  rewarded  by 
Napoleon  at  the  peace  of  Presburgh,  by  considerable 
acquisitions  to  their  dominions^  and  with  the  title  of 
^  kings."  Further  to  enhance  the  acquisitions  of  the 
elector  of  Bavaria^  the  emperor  Napoleon  chose  to 
unite  himself  with  that  family^  by  marrying  his  adopt- 
ed son  prince  Eugene  Beaubarnois,  with  the  princess 
royal  of  Bavaria.  This  prince  is  the  son  of  the  em^ 
press  Josephine  by  her  first  husband ;  the  nuptiala 
were  celebrated  in  the  presence  of  Napoleon  on  his 
return  from  Vienna,  when  it  was  announced  that  this 
prince  was  designed  to  sway  the  sceptre  of  Italy. 

The  next  object  of  Napoleon  was  to  secure  and  or- 
ganize the  Venetian  states.  For  this  purpose  he  dis- 
patched an  army  under  general  Miollis  to  take  posses-* 
sion  of  the  city  of  Venice^  and  all  its  dependencies; 
upon  which  occasion  he  issued  the  following  address: 

'*  Venetian8,-^You  now  constitute  a  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  Italy.  The  sureties  of  your  happiness 
are  inseparable  from  the  fate  of  Napoleon  the  Crreat^ 
and  the  intrepid  and  worthy  character  of  his  imperial 
highness^  Eugene  Napoleon  Beauharnois  of  France^ 
viceroy  of  Italy,  in  whose  name  I  address  you.  Coo* 
cord>  and  those  virtues  by  which  you  are  distrnguish- 
ed  in  history^  must  be  the  foundation  of  your  happi- 
ness, which  is  now  irrevocably  united  with  that  of  the 
brave  Italians." 

General  Miollis  convoked  the  principal  merchants 
of  this  city,  and  invited  them  to  communicate  their 
ideas  upon  the  means  of  restoring  to  their  commerce 
its  former  splendour,  and  for  re-establishing  the  bank 
upon  a  solid  foundation.  A  fleet  of  men  of  war  was 
ordered  to  be  constructed  in  the  naval'  arsenal;  and  a 
supply-  of  timber  and  seamen  to  be  procured  from 
Dalmatia. 

England,  chagrined  at  the  total  failure  of  her  ex* 
tensive  plans  on  the  continent,  was  determined  to  make 
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another  grand  effort  to  destroy  the  flotilla  in  the  bar^ 
boor  of  Boulogne.     Several  fire-8hips>  filfed  with  cona- 
bustibles  were  prepared  to  be  sent  in  amidst  the  flotilla. 
These  vessels  were  so  loaded  with  strata  of  powder 
and  shot/  and  heavily  charged  with  alternate lajera  of 
each^  that  the  explosion  would  of  course  be  extreme- 
ly forcible  and  dreadfully  tremendous.     The  immense 
chain  across  the  bar  was  intended  to  be  broken  by  the 
explosion  of  one  of  these  machines^  when  a  passage 
woufd  be  opened  into  the  harbour^  and  the  whole  o£ 
the  gun-boats  blown  to  atoms.     A  pyrotechnic  inven- 
tioD  of  rockets  and  arrows  was  likewise  to  be  made  use 
of>  as  a  collateral  and  auxiliary  instrument  of  destruc- 
tion, in  the  event  of  a  partial  failure.     These  engines 
were  so  constructed  as  to  stick  in  the  hull,  and  catch 
in  the  rigging,  of  the  vessels  they  should  be  directed 
against,    for  the  purpose    of  communicating   theiF 
flames.     It  was  computed  that  upwards  of  a  thousand 
of  them  could  be  thrown  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
lialf>  in  a  point-blank  direction,  within  the  short  space 
of  a  single  minute.     But  this  attempt,  like  the  for- 
mer, proved  wholly  abortive;  and*  the  year  1805  waaf 
closed,  without  any  further  act  of  hostility  occurring 
on  the  coasts  of  either  of  the  rival  powers. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

THAT  we  may  preserve  that  continuity  of  narfa-* 
tive  so  essential  to  historical  detail,  we  have  but 
parttally  touched  upon  the  transactions  of  the  rest  of. 
Europe,  and  have  confined  ourselves  solely  to  the 
cause,  progress,  and  termination  of  that  extraordinary 
campaign,  which  established  the  predominancy  of 
France  upon  the  continent,  and  which,  it  wa^  not  to 
be  doubted,  would  be  stjil  further  secured  to  her  io 
the  then  pending  negociations  opened  at  Presburgb^ 
The  battle  of  Auster-litz,  or  as  it  has  been  more  fami- 
liarly denomioatedj  '^  the  battle  of  the  three  iemperors," 

did. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  WARS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION.         6t) 

did>  in  its  events  coofouod  all  speculation^  and  the 
"  how  muchj'*  or  ''  how  little/'  which  will  cootedt 
the  conqueror^  remained  to  be  developed  in  the  early 
months  of  the  following  year. 

It  is  indeed  a  most  alarming  retrospect^  to  contem- 
plate the  aggrandizement  of  the  French  nation,  with* 
in  a  few  short  years.  The  periods  of  its  former  great- 
est exaltation  fade  in  the  comparison.  The  dominion 
of  Charlemagne  carried  within  it  the  seeds  of  its  own 
dissolution;  and  a  superior  character  to  that  of 
Iiouia  XIY.  set  limits  to  the  ambition  and  empire  of 
the  latter.  But  no  talents,  power,  or  combination, 
in  opposition  to  Bonaparte,  seemed  calculated  to  check 
his  progress ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  served  in  their  ef- 
fect to  swell  his  career  with  fresh  victories,  and  add  to 
his  strength  by  increasing  conquests. 

It  would  be  now  tedious  and  unimportant  to  pre- 
tend to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  this  vast  accretion 
of  power,  which,  with  very  little  impediment,  was 
progressive,  under  every  form  of  government,  which 
France  had  assumed  since  her  great  revolution.  That 
eventful  scene  passed  rapidly  before  our  eyes,  and  left 
no  time  for  reflection  or  repose.  The  successes  of  Bo^ 
naparte  identified  their  glory  and  renown  with  his  own^ 
who,  by  wisdom  in  council,  greatness  of  enterpri2e^ 
and  promptness  in  action,  seemed  to  put  it  almost  out 
of  the  course  of  things,  that  he  should  ever  meet  with 
a  reverse  of  fortune.  Thus  circumstanced,  can  we 
wonder,  that  armies  of  different  nations  followed  him 
wherever  he  chose  to  lead  them,  secure  that  honours 
and  spoils  and  glory  awaited  them: — that  successive 
levies,  to  an  incalculable  amount,  and  capable  of  il- 
limitable, extension,  pushed  on  the  veterans  to  the 
field: — that  dependent  sovereigns  crouched  before 
him,  courted  his  alliance,  and  served  in  his  ranks :— ^ 
that  terror  and  dismay  should  lead  his  van; — and^ 
finally,  that  he  should  meet  with  a  feeble  resistance^ 
and  an  easy  prey,  in  eyety  quarter  on  which  he  poured 
his  strength. 

Nor  need  we  wonder,  if,  while  the  successes  which 
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we  have  recorded  id  the  preceding  pages  dazzled  aotf 
confounded  the  powers  opposed  to  bim^  and  that  the 
adulation  and  praise  bestowed  upon  Bonaparte  by 
France  was  excessi?ej  and  knew  no  bounds.  In  the 
addresses  which  the  various  constituted  bodies  of  the 
French  government  presented  to  the  emperor,  upon 
the  event  of  the  battle  of  Austerlitz^  he  is  hailed  a» 
the  greatest  conqueror  the  world  ever  knew;  and  fresh 
assurances  were  given  to  him  of  the  devotion  of  his 
people,  and  of  their  willingness  to  sacrifice  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  his  wishes. — Nor  were  these  proflfers 
unmixed  with  splendid  and  flattering  statements  of  the 
interior  condition  of  France.  The  progress  of  her 
marine,  the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of 
manufactures,  the  prosperous  condition  of  her  remain* 
•  ing  colonies,  the  increase  of  her  commerce,  the  atten* 
tion  paid  by  government  to  the  fine  arts,  and  the  in- 
struction and  education  of  the  people ;  thestate  of  the 
public  buildings,  highways,  and  canals,  are  all  bla« 
zoned  forth  in  the  most  captivating  colours,  wbile  the 
condition  of  the  public  revenue  is  said  to  be  most 
flourishing :  with  what  truth,  and  upon  what  foutklsi^ 
tion,  is  not  easy  to  determine. 

That  upon  the  whole  the  national  credit  was  raised 

upon  the  assumption  of  the  imperial  crown  by  Bona* 

parte,  can  hardly  be  doubted;  but  that  it  was  so,  to 

\  such  an  extent  as  would  warrant  the  splendid  efiiisions 

of  M.  Champagnyj  the  reporter  of  the  state  of  France 

i^t  the  close  of  the  year  1805,  certainly  may,  and 

must,  when  we  consider  that  the  destruction  of  her 

marine  had  placed  commerce  out  of  ber  reach;  and 

that^  besides,  the  absolute  necessity  of  trade  to  the 

existence  in  any  flourishing  degree,  of  naanufactures 

and  even  agriculture ;  the  enormous  levies  on  foot,  and 

the  successive  conscriptions,  called  and  calling  forth, 

i  must  cause  both  to  continue,  in  what  they  were  for 

1  some  time,  namely,  a  very  languishing  state.     It  i^ 

^      \  true,  that  some  fine  roads,  grand  public  buildings,  in- 

^  land  navigations,  and  extensive  manufactories  were 

/       ^  projectedj  and  even  in  some  instances  been  perfected, 

but 
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liut  cor  informatioD^  upon  the  interior  of  France^ 
leads  us  to  believe^  that  neither  the  commerce^  the 
arts,  the  manufactories,  nor  the  agriculture,  were 
'what  M.  Cham pagny  professed  them  to  be;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  at  a  very  low  ebb. 

There  existed  an  imposing  degree  of  external  . 
grandeur  at  the  court  and  about  the  person  of  the 
French  emperor.  Too  politic,  not  to  know  the  value 
of  pomp  and  magnificence,  he  surrounded  himself 
with  all  the  glare  of  empire.  To  the  followers  of  his 
fortunes,  and  his  favourites,  he  was  profuse  in  his  re- 
wards, which  consisted  of  hereditary  honours  and  emo« 
laments.  He  thus  not  only  gratified  them,  but  conso- 
lidated his  own  power,  by  interposing  that  necessary 
order  to  the  existence  of  monarchy,  a  nobility,  be- 
tween him  and  the  people.  In  this  x;lass,  and  in  this 
ftituatioD,  wealth  is  to  be  found;  but  in  the  provinces^ 
the  country  gentleman,  the  merchant,  the  agriculturist^ 
the  manufacturer,  all  felt  the  privation  of  commerce, 
as  eflfecting  their  vital  interests;  and  in  their  heavy  im«- 
posts,  contributions  of  military,  and  the  absence  of 
every  iadulgence  approaching  to  luxury,  these  classes 
paid  the  full  price  of  their  personal  sacrifices,  for  the 
honour  of  being  denizens  of  the  great  nation,  and  the 
subjects  of  the  emperor  Napoleon,  always  victorious  ! 
if  specimens  of  taste  and  elegance  and  ingenuity  were 
found  in  certain  manufactories,  they  were  solely  cal- 
culated for  the  purchase  of  the  government  or  the 
great  oflScers  of  state,  by  whom  they  were  supported, 
but  their  circulation  extended  no  further.  The  more 
useful  fabrics,  however,  could  not  support  those  who 
were  embarked  in  them.  Few  seminaries  for  religious 
education,  were  to  be  found  in  the  country ;  classical 
attainment  was  neglected  or  despised,  and  all  educa- 
tion, save  that  which  was  likely  to  conduce  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  art  of  war,  was  discountenanced  by 
the  government.  In  short,  the  ruler  of  this  vast  coun- 
try being  a  military  man,  and  his  people,  partly  from 
choice,  and  partly  from  necessity,  were  daily  becom- 
ing 80»    The  nature  of  such  ^a  system^  governing  ai| 
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immense  populatioo,  naturally  leads  to  perpeiuaf  in* 
reads  upon  tbe  peace  and  security  of  otter  nations, 
and  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  ciTilized 
world  was  again  about  to  be  grasped  by  the  iron  hand 
of  feudal  tyranny. 

Should  it  be  asked  what  supplies  enabled  Napoleon, 
under  the  deficiences  which  have  been  described,  to 
defray  the  expences  of  his  vast  civil  and  military  esta- 
blishments^ it  must  be  recollected^  that  in  so  widely 
spread  a  dominion  as  France,  trade  must  to  a  certain 
degree  exist,  and  the  sources  of  taxation  he  many ; 
and  that  we  have  described  bis  imposts  as  heavy  and 
oppressive;  hence  the  court  may  flourish,  but  the 
country  suffer.  We  have  already  glanced  at  that  fruit- 
ful source  of  revenue,  which  was  found. abnndantly 
productive,  called  *'  tbe  exterior  receipt,'*  that  is,  the 
revenue  drawn  from  other  countries  at  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  France,  to  fill  her  own  exhausted  treasury. 
As  in  the  shape  of  subsidy,  loan,  or  tribute,  Spain, 
Portugal,  tbe  Hanse  Towns,  &c.  were  all  obliged  to 
contribute  their  quota  to  the  wants  of  France;  so,  in 
like  manner,  Italy,  Switzerland,  and  tbe  north  ofGer^ 
many,  were  compelled  to  maintain  her  armies  in  their 
respective  countries,  and  at  their  own  expence.  Such 
was  the  state  of  France  at  the  close  of  tbe  year  1805  ; 
but  since  the  whole  of  Europe  may  be  considered  as 
more  or  less  partaking  in  the  views  of  the  principal 
contending  powers,  it  may  be  necessary  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  state  of  tbe  different  nations. 

We  revert,  with  a  peculiar  degree  of  pain,  to  the 
condition  of  that  power  upon  the  continent,  whose 
natural  rivalry  with  France,  as  a  territory,  and  whose 
relations,  with  respect  to  the  family  of  the  Bourbons, 
had  constantly  and  actively,  although  with  a  success 
always  dubious,  but  recently  decidedly  favourable  to 
its  opponent,  kept  it  in  the  field  for  so  many  years  ia 
the  arduous  contests  in  which  France  had  been  en« 
gaged  since  the  year  1790.  We  mean  Austria,  whose 
gallantry  and  fidelity  to  the  common  cause  of  Europe 
cost  her  so  dear.    At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
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1805,  notwithstanding  ber  waste  of  blood  and  trea- 
sure, her  being  despoiled  of  the  Netherlands,  and  of 
her  dominions  in  Lombardy,  still  she  presented  a  for- 
midable barrier  to  the  further  encroachments  of  France. 
The  mildest  government  in  Europe,  her  ranks  were  re* 
leruited  with  more  celerity  than  those  of  any  other  na- 
tion. In  any  combined  plan  of  future  operations,  the 
purse  of  England  wRs  open  to  her,  and  her  acquisi- 
tion of  Venice  and  its  territory,  in  a  gr^at  measure, 
compensated  her  for  her  territorial  loss  in  other  part« 
of  Europe.  The  actual  dissolution  of  the  Germanic 
body,  by  the  machinations  of  Bonaparte,  hadj  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  induced  Francis  to  assume  the 
hereditary  dignity  of  emperor;  and  he  seemed,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present,  to  be  in  the  fairest  way 
to  uphold  all  that  remained,  if  not  quite  retrieve^  the 
political  consequence  of  his  illustrious  house. 

The  event  of  the  last  short  but  eventful  campaign, 
terminating  in  the  plains  of  Moravia,  too  plainly 
evinced  that  his  councils  and  his  measures  had  been 
alike  unwise  and  precipitate.  Whether  he  wens- 
goaded  on  to  action  by  the  advice  of  the  courts  of 
London  and  St.  Petersburgh,  or  whether  his  resolves 
originated  in  his  own  cabinet,  we  cannot  pretend  to 
decide;  but  certain  it  is,  that  his  whole  line  of  con- 
duct was  that  the  best  calculated  to  ensure  the  triumph 
of  his  adversary,  and  ruinthe  cause  of  the  allied  powers. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the  details  of  the 
short  war,  begun  and  ended  in  less  than  three  months, 
which  we  have  so  minutely  described  in  the  foregoing 
chapter  :  a  war  equally  marked  by  the  most  rapid  and 
splendid  successes  on  the  part  of  France,  on  that  of 
Austria  and  the  coalition,  by  total  discomfiture  and 
disgrace.  In' this  short  period  the  emperor  Francis 
saw  himself  despoiled  of  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
his  hereditary  states,  and  forced  to  accept  the  condi- 
tions of  peace  imposed  upon  him  by  bis  opponent, 
and  dictated  on  the  frontiers  of  Hungary,  his  last  re- 
maining possession. 

But  if  it  even  be  supposed  that  the  allies  of  Francis 
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bad^  by  their  promises' and  entreaties^  so  far  prevailed 
upon  him  as  to  commence  operations^  at  an  inauspici- 
ous moment^  we  cannot  find  the  same  excaae  for  his 
conduct  towards  Bavaria,  at  once  imperious,  inde- 
cisive, and  impolitic.  Often  the  rival,  and  always  the 
enemy  of  A.ustria,  this  state  had  been  taken  under  the 
peculiar  protection  of  France,  who  had,  in  the  affair 
of  the  indemnities^  and  upon  every  other  occasion,  so 
9€tedj  as  to  attach  it  intimately  to  the  French  interests^ 
and  aggrandize  it  in  Germany  as  much  as  possible,  at 
the  expoQce  of  Austria.  Thus  circumstanced,  it  was 
therefore  the  obvious  policy  of  the  Austrians  either  to 
respect,  and  thus  perhaps  secure,  the  neutrality  of  the 
elector  of  Bavaria,  or  if  that  point  were  unattainable, 
then  to  proceed  to  such  decided  measures  as  would 
effectually  hinder  his  giving  actual  assistance  to 
France.  In  either  case,  violent  measures  in  the  first 
instance  would  be  resorted  to  unwisely.  At  t))e  mo* 
ment.  when  hostilities  were  in  train  to  commence, 
the  elder  son  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria  was  about 
the  person  of  Bonaparte,  a  visitor  at  his  court,  or, 
in  other  words,  a  hostage  for  the  future  conduct  of  hi| 
father. 

It  had  been  the  original  plan  of  the  campaign,  on 
the  part  of  Austria,  to  wait  the  junction  of  the  Rus- 
sians upon  the  river  Lech,  a  position  upon  which, 
however,  could  not  be  taken,  without  traversing  really 
the  whole  of  Bavaria.  A  most  imperious  communi- 
cation was  at  this  moment  made,  through  prince 
Schwartzenburgh,  to  the  count  of  Munich,  requiring 
the  elector  immediately  to  join  his  army  to  that  of  the 
emperor  of  Austria.  To  this  unqualified  demand, 
it  was  also  required,  in  addition,  that  in  the  event  of 
such  a  junction,'  the  Bavarian  army  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  act  separately;  but  must  be  incorporated  with 
the  Austrian,  and  even  menaces  were  added  with  an 
unsparing  hand,  should  this  intimation  remain  un- 
complied  with.  The  elector,  thus  pressed,  endea- 
voured, in  the  first  instance,  to  negociate  for  hia 
neutrality,  which  he  most  earnestly  entreated  to  be  al- 
lowed 
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lowed  to  keep;  but  finding  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
give  a  categorical  answer  to  the  Austrian  minister,  hd 
at  length  promised  the  junction  of  his  forces,  subject 
to  the  conditions  of  a  treaty  to  be  signed  upon  the  8th 
of  September,  by  his  minister  plenipotentiary  and 
prince  Schwartzenburgh.  The  latter,  however,  not 
being  empowered  to  enter  into  any  negociation,  some 
farther  delay  was  induced.  Of  this  impediment  the 
elector  availed  himself,  and  having  made  the  necessary 
dispositions,  withdrew  himself,  on  the  very  night  of 
the  day  on  which  the  treaty  was  to  have  been  signed^ 
from  Munich  to  Wartzburgh,  and  caused  the  whole 
of  his  troops,  at  one  and  the  same  moment,  to  evacuate 
their  different  garrisons  and  contonments,  and  marcb^ 
with  the  utmost  expedition,  for  the  Upper  Palatinate^ 
When  this  manoeuvre  vras  made  known,  the  Austrian^ 
occapied  Munich  without  opposition,  .and  advanced 
in  the  Upper  Palatinate  in  /svery  direction,  which 
movement  pressed  the  Bavarian  troops  to  retire  within 
the  Franconian  states  of  the  elector. 

Fresh  negociations  now  commenced ;  count  Buol, 
the  Austrian  minister,  repairecf  to  Wartzburgh  with 
an  offer,  on  the  part  of  the  emperor,  to  assent  to  the 
neutrality,  provided  the  elector  disbanded  his  army; 
the  latter,  however,  profiting  of  the  delay,  and  of 
the  retreat  of  his  troops  in  perfect  safety,  refused  these 
conditions,  and  at  length  it  was  agreed  to,  by  the  em- 
peror's minister,  that  the  elector's  Suabian  and  Fran- 
conian troops  should  be  retained  by  him,  and  that  Mu- 
nich^ with  the  castle  of  Nymphenburgh,  and  the  dis- 
trict around  it>  should  be  evacuated  by  the  Austrians, 
and  should  in  future  be  held  sacred  to  the  use  of  the 
elector  and  his  court  Before,  however,  th\%  prqjSt 
was  formally  ratified,  the  approach  of  the  French 
army  entirely  liberated  the  elector  from  all  apprehen- 
sion. The  Austrians  evacuated  his  country  as  rapidly 
as  they  had  over-run  it,  and  his  whole  army,  unbroken, 
and  in  a  perfect  state  of  discipline  and  numbers,  joint- 
ed the  legions  of  Bonaparte,  as  they  advanced,  to  the 
amount,  at  leasts  of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  and 
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wbich  were  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  bim  during 
the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted  tbat>  during  the  period  of  the  occupation  of 
Bavaria  by  the  Austrians,  it  was  treated  as  a  conqner* 
ed  country;  military  requisitions  were  put  in  act# 
modes  of  payment  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants  for 
their  commodities,  entirely  inadequate  to  their  value^ 
and  the  whole  rancour  of  the  Austrian  enmity  to  the 
Bavarians  let  loose  to  its  utmost  extent  The  part 
which  the  forces  of  the  elector  took  in  the  war^  and 
their  exploits,  we  have  already  mentioned. 

The  local  situation  of  the  newly-formed  electorate 
of  Wirtemburg  was  such,  as  to  subject  it  to  every 
impression  the  French  emperor  might  choose  to  stamp 
upon  it.  To  see  this  state,  therefore,  deserting  the 
C&rmanic  body,  and  adhering  to  France,  in  the  cam- 
paign of  the  present  year,  is  neither  surprizing  nor 
unexpected.  It  was  the  principle  of  Bonaparte  to  dis- 
pact  the  greater  divisions  of  the  continent^  and  exalt 
the  lower. 
\  From  Prussia,  however,  something  might  have  been 
hoped,  and  much  indeed  attained,  by  the  commoa 
cause,  had  her  policy,  within  the  course  of  l80o, 
been  other  than  narrow,  unwise,  and,  we  may  add, 
deceitful.  Since  he^  early  separation  from  the  first 
confederacy  against  republican  France,  she  had  main- 
tained  a  cautious,  selBsh,  but  strict  neutrality.  Dur<» 
ing  the  wars  which  had  ensued,  she  was  not  averse 
from  contemplating,  with  pleasure,  the  straits  to 
which  her  rival,  Austria,  was  reduced;  and  the  pro- 
mise which  such  ^n  event  as  the  lowering  of  the  power 
held  forth,  of  her  gaining  the  predominancy  in  the 
Germanic  body,  was  too  great  a  temptation  to  her, 
not  to  persist  in  the  same  line  of  conduct.  It  may 
also  be  supposed  that  the  customary  intrigue  of  the 
French  nation  availed  itself  of  the  well-known  pro* 
fligacy  of  the  court  of  Berlin,  to  maintain  a  party 
there,  ever  ready  to  forward  its  views  and  interests. 
But  to  whatever  causes  the  conduct  of  Prussia  was 
owing,  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  was  calculated  to 
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produce  the  utmost  benefit  to  the  objects  of  Bonaparte^ 
"while^  at  the  iame  time,  profiting  of  the  disturbed 
Mate  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  her  o^n  cornktieree 
and  revenue  were  improving  r&pidly,  her  armies  ou- 
tndroui  and  well  appointed,  and  industry  and  prospe- 
rity were  to  be  found  diffused  in  every  direction 
throughout  her  dominions.  Such  was  the  smiling 
aspect  of  the  afiairs  of  Prussia  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year. 

There  can*be  no  doubt  but  the  powers  allied  againsit 
France^  and  determined  upod  taking  tb^  field,  Con- 
sidered with  much  anxiety  the  probable  conduct  of 
Prussia  in  the  approaching  campaign,  and  that  ev^ry 
effort  which  could  be  made,  by  diplomatic  industry 
knd  skill,  was  employed  to  determine  her  to  take  a 
part  in  the  new. coalition,  or  at  least  to  secure  a  con- 
tinuance of  her  neutrality.     The  ministers  of  Austria, 
Russia,  and  England,  ^i  the  court  of  6erlini  were  not 
slow  to  point  out  the  danger  io  what  remained  inde- 
pendent in  Europe,  from  the  restless  Spirit  of  encroach- 
ment, by  which  the  ruter  of  the  French  nation  was 
constantly  actuated,   or  to  amplify  the  probabilities 
there  existed  of  entire  success,  should  Prussia  join  her. 
arms  to  those  of  the  new  confederacy.     In  vain;  bow- 
^ver^  was  every  art  of  persuasion  to  move  the  Cold  and 
lelfish  councils  of  the  court  of  Berlin,  to  take  any 
party  dave  that  of  putting  the  troops  Upon  a  war  esta- 
blishment^ filling  the  magazine^,  and  providing  the 
different  corp^  with  a  camp  equipage :  thus  maintain- 
ing a  neutrality  indeed,  but  an  armed  and  a  Auspicious 
one;  ready  to  act  on  either  i^de^  as  interest  and  op- 
portunity  should  suggest.      When    hostilities  were 
inevitable,  and  the  Austrian  and  Russian  forces  had 
begun  to  move,  the  emperor  Alexander  made  an  effort, 
in  person,  to  prevail  upon  the  king  to  adopt  a  more 
genetous  and  noble,  perhaps  a  wiser  part,  but  although 
the  former  was  received  at  Berlin  with  every  demon- 
stration of  personal  respect  and  esteem,  and  with  a 
splendour  and  consideration   worthy  of  his  exalted 
rank  and  character,  the  imperial  guest  was,  however^ 
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equally  uDsucceuful  with  the  miokters  of  ihe  allied 
powers,  and  be  was  obliged  rapidly  to  return,  baflBM 
and  disappointed,  to  place  himself  at  the  bead  of  his 
armies,  then, advancing  in  aid  of  Austria. 

But  in  tbe  course  of  the  campaign,  an  event  oc- 
curred which,  had  it  produced  those  consequences 
wbicb  Europe  had  a  right  to  expect  from  it,  would 
have  materially  altered  the  face  of  things,  and  moat 
probably  have  determined  the  war  to  a  far  different 
issue  than  that  we  have  witnessed.  We  have  already 
alluded  to  tbe  direct  violation  of  the  Prussian  neih- 
trality  by  a  French  corps,  which  marched  through 
the  Prussian  territory  of  Anspach  from  Wurtzburgh 
to  the  Danube.  This  step,  the  possibility  of  which 
was  quite  out  of  the  calculation  of  the  Austrian  com- 
mander-in-chief, who  conceiving  that  the  force  in 
question  was  destined  for  Bohemia,  took  his  measures 
accordingly.  Nor  indeed  was  it  to  be  supposed  that, 
at  such  a  juncture,  Bonaparte  would  run  the  risk  of 
provoking  the  king  of  Prussia  to  hostilities^  by  an  in- 
sult so  pointed  and  glaring,  as  the  infraction  of  one 
of  the  first  laws  of  neutrality.  This  portion  of 
country,  however,  which  had  devolved  to  the  Pcua* 
sian  crown,  by  tlye  act  of  the  last  margrave,  was  in- 
terposed between  Wurtzburgh  and  tbe  Danube 
whither  it  was  of  tbe  utmost  consequence,  to  the  sncr 
cess  of  his  plans,  that  tbe  corps,  assembldl  at  the  for- 
mer place,  should  proceed  the  shortest  Way,  and  in 
tbe  least  possible  time.  Napoleon,  with  that  decision 
which  marks  bis  character,  without  the  smallest  hesi- 
tation, ordered  the  march  of  his  army,  which,  after 
some  slight  shew  of  opposition  from  Uie  Prussian 
major  Howen,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  men, 
passed  through  the  territory  of  Anspach,  wiUiout  far- 
ther molestation. 

Tbe  surprize  and  indignation  of  all  ranks  of  people 
throughout  the  Prussian  dominions,  at  this  bold  and 
unprecedented  step,  was  extreme,  and  vengeance  for 
tbe  insult  was  demanded  from  every  quarter.  The 
hopes  of  the  allies  were  revived,  and  fresh  solicitations 
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^were  poured  in  upoo  the  king»  to  declare  bimself  a 
partjr  in  the  war,  and  thus  a?eDge  himself  for  so  great 
ao  injury.  The  British  government  lost  do  time  ia 
dispatchi^Dg  lord  Harrowbj  to  the  court  of  Berlin^  on 
a  special  mission,  to  oegociate  a  treaty,  and  offer  sub- 
sidies in  case  of  co-operation.  And  even  the  govern- 
ment of  Prussia  itself  seem  roused  by  this  flagrant 
breach  of  public  law,  to  some  sense  of  its  dignity 
and  its  wrongs.  Immediate  preparations  were  made 
for  hostilities,  the  garrisons  of  Potsdam  and  Berlin 
were  ordered  to  bold  themselves  in  readiness  to  take 
the  field,  and  the  regular  troops  were  ordered  to  the 
frontiers.  But  all  this  shew  and  heat  of  preparation 
eTHporated  in  empty  boasting.  Before  any  decision 
was  taken,  the  capture  of  Ulm,  and  the  total  discom- 
fiture of  general  Mack's  army,  disposed  the  Prussian 
councils  to  pass  over  the  affront  received,  and  count 
Haugwitz,  the  well  known  favourer  of  the  French 
party,  upon  every  occasion,  was  dispatched  to  treat 
with  Napoleon  at  the  bead-^quarters  of  the  latter. 
An  accommodation  speedily  took  place,  and  thus  was 
lost  an  opportunity,  never  to  be  retrieved,  for  Prussia 
to  sustain  her  own  national  honour,  and  possibly  have 
rescued  Europe  from  the  grasp  of  France,  and  from 
ail  the  train  of  evils  consequent  on  the  battle  of 
Austerlitz. 

The  preponderating  influence  which  Prussia  had 
maintained  for  many  years  in  the  north  of  Germany, 
continued  in  the  present  instance  to  influence  the  coo- 
duct  of  the  electors  of  Saxony  and  Hesse,  and  the 
duke  of  Brunswick;  those  princes  remaining  inactive, 
and  taking  no  part  in  the  war.  Hanover  had  continued^ 
to  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  in  the  occupation  of 
a  French  corps  of  about  thirty  thousand  men,  com«- 
manded  by  marshal  Bernadotte.  It  had  been  part  of 
the  original  plan  of  the  campaign  to  have  made  a 
formidable  diversion  in  this  quarter  of  Europe,  and  a 
body  of  English,  Russians,  and  Swedes,  were  to  have 
effected  the  liberation  of  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Enr 
gland's,  German  dominions  from  the  French  yoke, 
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If  hich  bad  so  long  and  so  sevenely  pressed  upon  tbeiB» 
and  then  have  acted  as  occasion  and  bpportunitj  so^- 
gested.  This  operation^  which  was  perfectly  fea&ibl«^ 
would  certaiolj  have  been  attended  with  the  happiest 
consequences^  had  it  not  been  protracted  to  .a  mo- 
ment, when  it  became  entirely  useles^^  and  even  coQr 
temptib|e>  in  the  eyes  of  all  £urope.  Had  the  con- 
federates assembled  to  the  amouqt  of  $ij^tj  thousand 
meq^  commanded  by  the  king  of  Sweden,  in  Hanover 
at  an  early  stage  of  the  war,  Qernadotte  might  hav^ 
foqod  ample  employment  for  his  forces  in  that  quarter^ 
instead  of  marching  for  the  Danube^  and  very  mate- 
rially confributing  to  the  successes  of  the  French  over 
general  Mack.  But  notwithstanding  the  opening  of 
the  campaign  and  it^  period  were  entirely  optional  io 
the  allied  powers,  it  was  not  till  near  the  middle  of 
November,  when  Vienna  was  actually  in  the  hands  of 
tbe  French^  and  the  fate  of  the  war  decided  in  th^t 
quarter,  that  the  troops  destined  to  ac.t  in  Hanover 
^ere  assembled,  and  then  scarcely  in  sufficient  force  to 
besiege  Hameln,  where  Bernadotte  had  left  a  strong 
garrison.  The  battle  of  Austerlitz  was  decisive  upon 
tbe  further  progress  of  this  small  army,  and  its  dis- 
persion, and  provision  fqr  a  retreat  to  its  respective^ 
tountries  was  aH  that  remained  to  be  effected  by  its 
leaders.  In  this  precarious  situation,  and  entirelj'  at 
the  mercy  of  tbe  conqueror,  was  ft  left  at  the  close  of 
the  year;   ^ 

During  the  whole  of  the  disastrous  period  of  which 
we  have  treated  so  muph  in  detail,  tbe  conduct  of  the 
youthful  emperor  of  Russia  was  such  as  fully  to  justify 
tb^  estimation  in  which  his  character  was  held  by  all 
mankind,  and  which  not  even  the  reverses  of  jfortuoe 
which  he  encountered,  could  deprive  bini  of.  At  the 
bead  of  the  most  extensive  dominions  in  tbe  world, 
bis  empire  was  hourly  encreasing  iq  consequence  and 
importance.  Attention  to  commerce,  and  its  regula* 
tions,  had  extended  tb^  trade  of  Russia  to  an  incalcu'? 
labia  degree,  while  the  encouragennent  held  out  to  the 
settlers  in  the  new  possesions  on  ti^  j^uxine^  bad  en* 
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creased  their  population  confiideraUy.  The  recent  re- 
quiattions,  in  the  Ionian  seas^  had  also  greatly  added 
t,o  her  political  influence^  checking  the  progress  of  the 
French  in  that  quarter^  and  possessing  the  means  of 
annoying  Turkey,  to  an  extent  which,  it  is  probable, 
^lust  prove  fatal  to  the  latter,  in  the  event  of  a  future 
contest  between  those  powers.  Her  armies,  frequently 
opposed  to  the  French,  had  shewn  themselves  truly 
formidable,  and  her  marine  force  was  on  a  most  re*, 
tipectable  footing.  In  some  engagements  which  took 
place  near  the  borders  of  the  Caspian  Sea,  betweea 
the  Russians  and  Persians,  the  former  were  uniformly 
victorious,  and  were  rapidly  advancing  to  the  gates  of 
Tawris.  •  These  disputes,  which  originated  as  well  in 
^  misunderstand ing  between  these  nations  respecting 
commercial  regulations,  as  in  disputed  territory,  were 
however  amicably  terminated,  and,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  the  emperor  Alexander,  totally  disem- 
baf  rassed  from  other  wars,  was  well  calculated  to  tako 
the  lead  in  the  confederacy  between  those  powers  of 
Europe,  who  deemed  it  necessary  to  interfere  with 
France,  and  put  a  stop  to  her  daily  encroachments 
ppon  the  liberties  of  Europe  and  the  rights  of  her 
sovereigns. 

'  We  have  already  detailed  the  difierent  grounds  of 
fliscontent  which  existed  in  the  mind  of  the  emperor 
Alexander,  originating  in  the  conduct  of  Bonaparte, 
and  the  efforts  which  he  made  by  his  ministefs  at  the 
court  of  the  Thuilleries  to  obtain  from  him  some  sa- 
tisfactory assurance  of  a  line  of  conduct  which  would 
^jDusure  repose  to  Europe,  and  free  it  from  appreheo* 
sipns  of  future  encroachments  on  the  part  of  France: 
but  as  the  intervention  of  the  Russian  emperor,  in  the 
cause  of  the  degraded  lesser  states  of  Europe,  originate 
ed  inthe  purest  and  most  disinterested  councils,  so  his 
subsequent  conduct  during  the  war,  which  the  con-^ 
duct  of  Bonaparte  rendered  inevitable,  waa distinguish* 
^d  by  every  quality  that  could  attach  upon  him  the 
character  of  the  father.of  bis  people,  and  Uie  friend 
pf  mankind^     Hs^vi^ig  superintended  the  arrangepi^qts 
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and  preparations  necessary  for  sending  three  great 
armies  into  the  field,  destined  to  act  in  aid  of  Aua- 
tria«  and  which  were  to  enter  Germany  successiydj, 
he,  at  a  moment  when  the  French  having  violated 
the  Prussian  territory^  his  presence  might  have  been 
of  the  greatest  consequence,  suddenly  appeared  at 
Berlin,  which  city  he  reached  on  the  26th  of  October. 
Here  be  gained  upon  the  people  by  bis  affable  and 
ei^aging  manners,  and  seemed  for  a  moment  to  have 
infused  some  portion  of  his  spirit  into  the  Prussiav 
councils.  But  the  ruin  of  the  Austrian  army  at  Ulm^ 
and  the  retreat  of  the  first  Russian  army  from  the  Ino, 
changed  the  aspect  of  affairs,  and  compelled  the  em* 
peror  to  return,  with  equal  rapidity,  and  place  him- 
self at  the  head  of  his  troops.  On  the  fatal  day  of 
the  battle  of  ''  the  three  emperors''  on  the  plains  of 
Moravia,  he  evinced  the  greatest  personal  courage  and 
magnanimity ;  and  when  the  fortune  of  the  day  turned 
to  the  side  of  the  French,  the  efforts  of  Alexander 
were  most  conspicuous.  It  is  said  that  he  thrice,  at 
the  head  of  his  guards,  charged  the  enemy,  and  by 
bis  gallantry  not  only  secured  the  retreat  of  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  allied  army,  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  cut  to  pieces,  but  actually  saved  the  greater 
part  of  the  Russian  artillery,  which  he  rescued  and 
Carried  off*  with  him,  after  it  had  been  taken  possession 
of  by  the  victorious  French.  Nor  do  we  find  that  on  this 
occasion  his  nobleness  of  mind,  or  greatness  of  conduct, 
forsook  him  when  the  fatal  issue  of  that  day  decided 
the  result  of  the  war.  He  made  no  propositions  for 
peace,  or  offisrs  of  submission,  to  the  conqueror,  but 
letreated,  with  his  armies  still  unbroken,  towards  Rus- 
sia, preserving  too  formidable  a  front  for  pursuit  or 
gsolestation. 

Nor  must  the  praise  due  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  for 
his  steady  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Europe,  his  de- 
termined resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  JSonaparte, 
and  his  personal  magnanimity  be  denied  him.  Una  wed 
by  the  increasing  power  of  the  French  emperor,  he 
bad  uniformly,  by  every  means  in  bis  power,  resisted 
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the  spirit  of  dictation  aod  lust  of  uniTersal  dominion^ 
^bich  pervaded  the  conduct  of  Napoleon  upon  every 
occasion.     But  his  efforts  were  ill  seconded  by  his 
power ;  and  it  was  only  in  concert  with  the  other  Eu* 
ropean  states  that  he  could  hope  to  oppose  effectually 
the  gigantic  strength  of  the  common  adversary.     Ac- 
cordingly we  find  hiro«  early  in  the  year  1805,  nego- 
ciating  with  Great  Britain  a  treaty  of  subsidy,  the 
principal  conditions  of  which  were,  that  a  depdt  of 
Hanoverian  troops  should  be  formed  in  Swedish  Po- 
nierania ;   that  England  should  immediately  supply 
the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  defences  of  Stralsund,  and  that,  incase 
hostilities  should  commence  against  France  in  the 
course  of  the  year,   that  the  Swedish  troops  should 
be  taken  into  the  pay,   at  a  fixed  rate,   of  Great 
Britain. 
\     The    wakeful  jealousy   of   Napoleon   early  saw 
through  these  proposed  measures,  and  he  consequently 
applira  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  as  the  protector  of  the 
tranquillity  of  the  north  of  Europe,  to  inlet  fere  in 
them,  at  least  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  occupation  of 
Pomerania  by  the  Hanoverians.     The  influence  of 
France  at  the  court  of  Berlin  was  such  as  to  induce 
the  transmission  of  a  strong  note  from  thence  to  the 
king  of  Sweden,  expressive  of  the  determination  of 
the  Prussian  monarch  "  not  to  suffer  Swedish  Pomera- 
nia to  become  either  the  scene  of  preparation,  or  the 
actual  theatre  of  war,"  and  that,  should  the  king  of 
Sweden  actually  commence  hostilities  agaiost  France, 
he  (the  king  of  Prussia)  must  be  compelled,  although 
reluctantly,  "  to  take  the  most  decisive  measures  with 
respect  to  that  province,  in  order  to  guard  against  the 
disturbance  of  the  system  of  ensuring  the  tranquillity 
of  the  north,  which  he  had  adopted  and  pursued  for 
such  a  length  of  time."     To  this  remonstrance  the 
king  of  Sweden  gave  an  immediate  reply,  couched  io 
terms  of  strong  and  deep  indignation,  at  the  line  of 
conduct  pursued  by  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  avow- 
ing his  determination  to  proceed  in  that  which  be  bad 
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laid  down  for  btmselC  withoat  further  reference  td 
the  will  or  dictation  of  any  other  power  whatever. 

We  have  already  stated  the  baleful  consequences  of 
the  inactivity  of  the  allied  powers  to  the  issue  of  the 
campaign,  as  not  having,  at  an  early  period^  assem- 
bled a  strong  force  in  the  north  of  Europe;  and  that 
it  was  not  till  the  middle  of  November  that  the  Bri-^ 
tish^  Swedish,  and  Russian  troops  took  the  field  irt 
Hanover.   ^This  force  the  king  of  Sweden  was  destin- 
ed to  command,  but  the  fatal  battle  of  Austerlitz  pro- 
ducing the  Aegociations  at  Presbufgh,    all   further 
measures  were  suspended,   and,    at  the  close  of  the 
year,  the  trdops  of  the  allies  in  the  North  of  Ger-^ 
many  were  placed  in  an  extremely  critical  situation. 

During  the  same  period,  while  the  greater  part  of 
Europe  was  convulsed  in  war,  Denmark  saw  her  best 
interest  in  preserving  a  strict  and  guarded  neutrality. 
Happy  in  a  mild  government  and  an  industrious  po- 
pulation, she  profited  by  the  distressed  condition  of 
the  neighbouring  states,  and  every  day  saw  her  com- 
merce more  flourishing,  her  dominions  more  pros- 
perous at  homcj  and  her  government  more  respected 
abroad. 

Holland,  completely  subjected  to  France,  and  etf- 
forced  by  her  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  those  re- 
sources which  her  commercial  industry  had  formerly 
supplied  in  abundance,  as  well  to  the  wants  of  the 
state,  as  to  the  individual  wealth  of  the  citizen,  wer^ 
now  cut  off,  and  universal  penury  and  dejection  pre- 
vailed throughout  all  the  parts  of  the  Belgian  repobiic. 
As  it  yet  retained  a  shew  of  the  popular  form  of  go- 
A'ernment,  an  opportunity  occasionally  presented  itself 
for  the  promulgation  of  public  opinion.  The  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  French 
troops  had,,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  necessitated 
the  imposition  of  very  heavy  imposts,  which  wer^ 
exacted  with  undeviating  harshness,  from  all  ranks  of 
the  people.  When  these  measures  were  debated  in  the 
committee  of  the  legislative  body,  and  selected  for  the 
purpose^  they  gave  rise  to  much  animated  and  warm 
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diicussioD,  in  which  the  wretched  atste  at  the  countrjr 
wms  often  fedtngly  and  in  the  most  pointed  manner  ad* 
verted  to.  Two  of  the  members  of  this  hodj,  the 
most  ducontented  with  the  present  order  of  thii^^ 
-afterwards  pubhshed  their  opinions  to  the  world.  la 
.this  popular  appeal  they  ileprecated  the  making  any 
udditionai  sacrifices,  to  the  vast  many  thej  had  before 
made,  until  it  were  proved  to  the  nation,  that  these 
-sacrifices  could  save  it  from  absolute  annihilation  and 
erasure  from  the  list  of  European  powers^  They 
enumerated  all  they  had  already  done,  and  painted  the 
wretchedness  of  their  ill-fated  country  in  the  most 
glowing  colours,  adducing  that  fact  as  the  best  proof 
ef  the  inefficacy  of  further  sacrifices,  and  coodudiog 
by  earnestly  entreating  their  fellow  citizens  to  cootem-^ 
plate  the  dreadful  situation  in  which  they  were  placed, 
and  conjuring  Ihem  to  unite  in  some  effectual  means 
for  its  relief  * 

It  may  be  easily  supposed  that  such  a  publication  as 
that  to  which  we  have  adverted^  gave  serious  umbrage 
,  «to  the  executive  government,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
the  French  faction  in  Holland.  It  betrayed  too  much 
freedom  of  sentiment,  elicited  too  many  bold  truths, 
and  led  to  too  many  dangerous  inferences,  not  to  give 
serious  alarm  to  her  task-master.  We  find^  therefore^ 
that  it  was  formally  complained  of  by  the  executive 
government,  in  their  address  to  the  legislative  body, 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  any  steps  were  taken 
against  Messieurs  de  Laoge  Wyngaarden  and  Van 
Hasselt,  the  offending  members.  From  this  period  it 
became  evident  that  the  republican  form  of  govern- 
roent  was  in  the  wane,  and  that  Holland,  following 
the  example  of  her  Italian  sister,  would  speedily  sup*  . 
plicate  a  monarch  at  the  hands  of  Bonaparte;  which 
in  fact  was  afterwards  the  case. 

In  the  south  of  Europe,  the  influence  and  power  of 
France,  at  this  period  may  be  said  to  have  reached 
their  utmost  height.  We  have  already  observed,  that 
Spain  was  obliged  to  for^o  her  neutrality,  and  en* 
gage  in  the  war  against  England  as  a  principaL  In 
Vot.  I.    No.  XXX.  4T  tho 
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the  course  of  the  jrear  great  activity  was  shewB  hy  Hbt 
former  power  in  the  equipmeot  of  ber  marine,  aad 
she  was*  at  one  moment*  enabled  to  jmn  the  Frencii 
.fleets  with  numerous  and  welUappointod  sqaadroos  lyf 
vessels  of  war.  Their  fate  we  have  ahread j  menttooed  ; 
and  the  close  of  the  year,  however*  left  Spain  in  a 
attH  more  unfortunate  condition  than  at  its  commence^ 
.ment.  Her  commerce  totally  at  a  stand* — her  sfaipt 
of  the  line  destroyed  or  carried  into  an  enemy's  port, — 
smd  her  revenues  arbitrarily  drawn  from  her  to  supply 
tthe  wants  of  Bonaparte — while*  interiorly*  the  greatest 
dissatisfaction  prevailed*  and  the  utmost  disgust  waa 
excited  at  the  increased  power  and  authority  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace*  to  whom  the  entire  government  of 
the  country  was  delegated  by  the  feeble  monarch  who 
.filled  the  throne. 

.  The  principal  nobles*  who  fell  their  degradation  in 
the  rise  of  this  minion*  were  of  course  discontented, 
and  fled  from  the  court*  whilst  he*  to  support  his  ill- 
gotten  power*  openly  intrigued  with  the  French  em* 
peror*  who*  it  was  said*  though  without  foundatioo!^ 
meditated  a  partition  of  the  Spanish  Unitoriea  ia  /k- 
Tour  of  his  obedient  creature. 

It  perhaps  better  suited  the  views  of  Bonaparte  (0 
allow  Portugal  to  maintain  her  neutrality*  than  to 
^compel  her  to  renounce  it*  else*  doubtless*  a  French 
ibrce  would  have  been  sent  through  Spain*  to  l|ave  at- 
tacked and  over-run  her.  But  probably  be  deemed  it* 
.upon  the  whole*  more  advanti^eeous  to  France  to  al- 
low her  to  become  the  medium*  urough  her  neutrality* 
•of  the  safe  transmission  of  the  treasures  of  Spanifl^ 
America  to  Europe*  of  which  so  great  a  proporticm 
^ad  already  found  its  way  into  France*  and  recruited 
his  empty  coffers.  He  was  not  insensible  to  the 
apprehension*  that  should  France  sieze  upon  Portugal* 
.Brazil*  the  real  source  of  Portuguese  wealth  and  im- 
<portance*  would  be  taken  into  the  protection  of  Great 
JSritain*  and  thus  serve  to  swell  the  dominion  and  con* 
Hiequence  of  his  most  dreaded  and  most  formidable 
^ival*  instead  of  striking  a  mortal  blow  at  her  com- 
c  .  mercei* 
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verce,  which,  at  first  sight,  might  he  apprehended' 
from  the  measure.  But  Napoleoo,  if  he  suspended 
Ae  blow,  was  yet  uawilliog  to  content  himself  witk 
the  harren  meed  of  praise-worthjr  moderation,  but 
compelled  Portugal,  from  time  to  time»  to,purchasa 
her  security  by  large  pecuniary  contributions  to  bia 
wants.  Upon  the  whole,  the  condition  of  Portugal^ 
however  precarious  at  the  period  we  are  treating  of^ 
was  yet  enviable,  when  compared  with  that  of  manj 
other  of  the  European  states. 

By  the  annexation  of  Genoa  to  the  French  domi- 
nions, and  the  assumption  of  the  crown  of  Italy,  Na- 
poleon may  be  considered  as  the  absolute  sovereign  of 
that  fine  country,  with  the  exception  of  the  ISeapo*. 
litao  dominions ;  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  pope,  ia 
the  present  circumstances,  must  be  considered  merely 
nominal,  and  the  defeat  of  the  allied  forcea  in  Moriivia 
left  little  doubt  of  Venice  and  its  states  being  lost  to 
Austria. 

When  the  emperor  Napoleon  became  fully  aware  of 
the  storm  which  impended  over  hii  headj  from  the 
fresh  coalition  formed  against  him,  in  order  to  meet  its 
rage  with  greater  advantages  to  himself,  be  concluded 
m  treaty  of  neutrality  with  the  king  of  Naples,  in  the 
month  of  September,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  draw 
bis  forces,  that  were  stationed  in  that  country,  and 
join  them  to  his  armies  in  the  north  of  Italy,  destined 
to  act  under  marshal  Massena  against  the  archduke 
Charles ;  a  measure  to  him  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  which  subsequently  insured  him  the  superiority  he 
acquired  in  that  quarter  *•    At  this  period  the  strength 

of 


a  That  the  reader  may  be  in  possession  of  the  contents  of  this 
treaty  of  neutrality,  entered  into  between  tlie  emperor  of  France 
and  the  king  of  Naples,  (which  shews  the  abject  state  to  which 
the  king  of  Naples  was  reduced,)  we  shall  subjoin  a  copy  of  it.' 
This  famous  treaty  was  made  at  Paris  the  2l6t  of  September,  and 
ratified  at  Portici,  the  6th  of  October,  1805* 

^<  His  majesty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  and  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  the  French  and  king  of  Italy,  wishing  to  prevent,  by 
the  relations  of  amity  which  naite  ihcm^  their  states  from  being 
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of  the  Ruseiftn  nod  English  force  ia  the  M editerraneui 
oouM  not  be  leM  than  fifteen  thousaod  meo,  with 
fliuij  good  oflSoers^  well  appointed,  and  entirely  fit 


eommhtA  hj  the  erents  of  a  war,  whose  erils  it  is  their  wisli  fo 
dimiaif h,  hy  naitrictifig,  as  nach  as  in  them  lies,  tiie  theatre  of 
present  hostilitiesy  have  named  for  their  plenipotentiaries — ^hb  ma- 
jestj  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  his  excellency  the  marquis  de 
Gallp,  his  ambassador  at  Paris,  both  to  the  emperor  of  the  French 
and  the  king  of  Italj,  and  his  majesty  the  emperor,  his  excellency 
C.  M,  Talleyrand,  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  who,  after  havio|^ 
ezchaiiged  their  full  powers,  hate  consented  sub  9pt  rmti  to  what 
follows: — Article  I.  His  majesty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  pro- 
mises to  remain  neutral  daring  the  course  of  the  present  war  be- 
tween France  on  the  one  part,  and  England,  Austria,  and  Rns* 
aia,  and  all  the  beIHgerent  powers  on  the  other  part.    He  engages 
to  repnlse,  by  f orfe,  and  by  the  employment  of  his  means,  eiery 
attempt  made  npon  the  rights  and  duties  of  Dentrality.«*II.  In 
consequence  of  that  engagement,  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  will  not  permit  any  body  of  troops  belonging  to  any 
bdligerent  power  to  land  or  penetrate  upon  any  part  of  his  terri- 
tory, and  engages  to  observe  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  in  the  po- 
lice of  his  ports,  the  principles  and  laws  of  the  strictest  aentra* 
lity. — III.  Moreover,  his  majesty  engages  not  to  confide  the  com- 
mand of  his  armies  and  places  to  any  Russian  officer,  Austrhn^f 
^  or  other  belonging  to  other  belligerent  powers.     The  French  emi- 
grants are  Included  in  the  same  e^lasion. — IV.  His  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  engages  not  to  permit  any  squadron  be* 
longing  to  the  belligerent  powers  to  enter  bis  ports.-^V.  His  ma« 
jesty  the  emperor  of  the  French,  confiding  in  the  engagements 
and  promises  herein  expressed,  consents  to  order  the  evacuation 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  by  his  troops.     This  evacuation  shall 
be  entirely  completed  within  a  month  after  the  ratifications  shall 
have  been  exchanged ;   at  the  same  time  the  military  places  and 
posts  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  ofiicers  of  his  majesty  the  king 
of  the  Two  Sicilies  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  found;  and  it 
Is  agreed,  that,  In  the  month  occtipied  by  these  operations,  the 
Fsench  army  shall  be  maintained  and  treated  as  it  had  been  pre- 
Tiously. — His  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French  further  engages 
tp  recognize  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
lu  well  by  land  as  by  sea,  during  the  existence  of  the  present  war. 
The  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty  shall  be  exchanged  as 
ipeedily  as  possible. 

fQ\^rx^\  *^  Thb  Marquis  be  Gaixo. 

CMgncfl j  ^<  ^^  j^^^  Talueyrawji, 

f^  Kati^ed  at  Fortici,  the  8th  of  October,  1805. 

**  Ferdinakd. 
«<  ToMHAso  Fehras/' 

for 
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tat  actioD*  This  strength  thrown  ioto  the  scale  of 
Austria  in  Italj^  might  have  materially  altered  the 
fate  of  the  campaign ;  and  indeed  it  appears  to  us^ 
that  the  obvious  policy  would  have  been^  to  have  sail^ 
ed  with  it  up  the  Adriatic^. and  landed  the  allied  troops 
in  the  Venetian  territories^  whence  thej  could  have 
formed  a  junction  with  prince  Charles^  aqd  have  en- 
abled him  to  succour  general  Mack>  without  such  a 
diminution  of  his  own  force^  as  would  give  the  ad* 
vantage  of  superiority  of  numbers  to  general  Massena. 
It  wasj  however^  decided  otherwise^  and  about  the 
middle  of  November  the  united  English  and  Russian 
army  was  landed  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  where, 
there  being  no  enemy  to  oppose  them,  they  lay  inactive 
the  remaimler  of  the  campaign,  without  being  in  the 
slightest  degree  favourable  to  the  common  cause,  and 
exposing,  in  all  probability,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  faithful  of  the  allies  of  these  respective  powers, 
the  king  of  Naples,  to  the  subsequent  loss  of  his  con  . 
tinental  dominions. 

It  is  true,  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  this  force,  that 
monarch  jpublished  a  manifesto,  in  which  he  stated  his 
fidelity  to  the  principles  of  neutrality  agreed  upon  be- 
tween his  government  and  that  of  France,  and  his 
utter  inability  to  resist  the  occupation  of  his  country 
by  the  allied  army ;  but  the  French  minister  at  the 
Conrt  of  Naples  gave  not  the  slightest  credit  to  these 
assertions,  but  quitted  that  city  in  a  state  of  the 
highest  resentment  at  the  conduct  of  the  king,  whom 
he  did  not  scruple  to  charge  with  having  acted  with 
equal  duplicity  and  treachery,  aqd  whom  be  threaten- 
ed with  the  whole  weight  of  his  master's  vengeance 
at  a  favourable  opportunity.  As  there  was  the 
strongest  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  season  so  boldly 
threatened  by  the  French  minister  would  unfortunately 
present  itself  but  too  soon,  there  could  be  little  cause 
to  doubt  of  the  performance  of  a  promise  made  under 
such  circumstances.  It  was  reasonable  to  expect,  that 
the  misfortunes  of  the  house  of  Austria  would  be  vi- 
aited  on  the  king  of  the  Two  Siciii^Sj  and  that  in  a 
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sbort  period^  most  probably,  the  crown  of  Napki 
would  be  wrested  from  the  head  of  its  possessor,  and 
would  be  incorporated  with  Napoleon's  newlj  formed 
kingdom  of  Itaij,  or  that  it  would  encircle  the  browa 
of  a  favourite  or  a  brother.  Happy  indeed  wouM  it 
be,  said  the  politicians  of  the  period  we  are  descant- 
ing upon,  if  the  occupation  of  Sicily,  by  the  British 
forces  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  might  hinder  that 
fair  portion  of  the  Neapolitan  dominion  from  shar* 
iog  the  same  fate,  and  becoming  equally  the  prey  of 
the  rapacious  enslaver  of  the  various  European  na- 
tions*. 

When  we  turn  Our  eyes  towards  Turkey,  we  be* 
hold,  in  a  state  of  decay  and  delapidation,  one  of  the 
proudest  fabrics  ever  raised  by  the  ambition  of  man. 
This  vast  empire,  which  had  so  often,  and,  compara- 
tively speaking,  so  recently  threatened  Europe  with 
the  intolerable  yoke  of  her  oppression,  and  whose 
conquests,  when  in  youthful  vigour,  united  Christen- 
dom found  it  difficult  to  limit,  at  length  reached  the 
last  stage  of  decrepitude  and' weakness.     It  is,  per- 

*  It  may  be,  however,  observed,  that  the  king:  of  Naples  wn 
«yideiitly  in  fear  of  the  power  of  the  French  emperor,  for,  on  the 
arrif al  of  the  Russian  and  English  forces  he  issued  ihe  following 
rojal  decree  at  Naples : 

<<  The  arriTal  of  an  Anglo-Russian  squadron  in  this  road  har- 
iag  given  occasion  to  a  report  that  the  legation  and  the  Frooch 
consulate  had  remofed  tlie  arms  of  their  sovereign,  &c.  to  the 
great  displeasure  of  his  Sicilian  majesty;  and,  as  it  is  presumed 
that  the  persons  concerned  in  the  commerce  of  Italy,  Ligoria, 
Batavia,  &e.  may  be  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  their  property  m 
bis  majesty's  estates,  his  majesty  has  anthorized  roe  to  commsai* 
cate  to  the  eiphange,  in  his  royal  name,  that  whatever  may  be  tha 
consequence  pf  this  erent,  the  property  of  the  said  nationS|  the 
allies  of  France,  shall  remain  under  the  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment;  and  that  his  majesty  will  also  permit  them  to  contiaue  their 
commerce  in  every  respect^  jnst  the  same  as  if  the  legation  and 
consulate  continued  in  the  iexercise  of  their  functions*  To  pre. 
font  any  misunflerstanding,  (his  guarantee  is  not  understood  as 
extending  beyond  the  continents  of  his  majesty's  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily. 

(Signed)  f<  Louis  db  Msdipi.'^ 

<<  Done  at  the  Palace, 
«  Nov.  10,  1805." 

haps. 
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liap8>  the  nature  of  a  go?erDineot«  pnrelj  military, 
to  flourish  only  wheu  the  sword  is  drawn ;  and  that 
the  last  hour  of  its  conquests  is  the  first  of  its  decay. 
So  long  as  its  subjects  were  led  into  the  field  by  their 
warlike  sovereigns,  to  the  plunder  and  possession  of 
the  finest  provinces  of  the  earth,  so  long  did  their 
enthusiasm  lead  them  on  to  the  greatest  achieve* 
ments,  and  their  valour  and  success  were  commen- 
surate; but  when  some  checks  which  were  given  to 
their  further  progress  in  Europe,  bad  disposed  a  new 
race  of  less  heroic  princes  to  incline  towards  peace 
with  tbeir  neighbours,  and  to  rest  content  with  the 
enormous  dominion  their  predecessors  had  acquired, 
from  that  moment  their  consequence  among  the  states 
of  Europe  declined.  Their  internal  polity,  unfa- 
vourable to  the  arts  of  peace,  commerce,  and  manu- 
factures, led  to  barbarous  exaction  and  the  oppression 
of  their  subjects;  tbeir  want  of  exertion  *and  employ- 
ment has  been*  equally  conducive  to  indiscipline  and 
the  absence  of  every  military  virtue  in  their  soldiery, 
while  the  most  wretched  intrigue  constantly  swayed  the 
councils  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 

Thus  circumstanced,  it  cannot  be  matter  of  wonder 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  1805,  the  dis- 
tant dominions,  acknowledging  a  fealty  and  paying  a 
tribute  to  the  Porte,  should  not  only  have  thrown  off 
their  allegiance,  but  have  actually  asserted  their  inde- 
pendence by  their  appearance  in  arms.  Egypt  in 
Africa,  Syria  in  Asia,  Cyprus  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  Servia  with  the  adjacent  provinces  on  the  conti- 
sent  of  Europe,  were  all  at  one  and  the  same  period 
in  a  state  of  actual  revolt;  accommodations  of  the 
most  disgraceful  nature,  and  ruinous  to  the  govern- 
ment, for  the  present,  allayed  the  greater  part  of  those 
ferments,  of  the  extent  of  which  we  may  judge  when 
even  Adrianople,  the  second  city  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire in  Europe,  was  threatened,  at  its  gates,  by  the 
Servian  insurgents. 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  under  such  circum- 
Jtaoces  the  impossibility  of  Turkey  acting  as  an  inde- 
pendent 
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peddeDt  powefi  wbb  well  appreciated  by  her  most 
formidable  rival  and  ber  most  dreaded  enemy.  Rus- 
sia, in  such  a  coDJoncture>  was  not  likely  to  forego 
ber  advantages;  accordingly,  we  find  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  year  1805,  the  latter  power  pressed  upoa 
the  counsels  of  the  Porte  with  all  her  might,  and  so 
far  prevailed  as  to  compel  the  divan  to  disavow,  or 
not  acknowledge,  the  newly  assuned  titles  of  Bona- 
<parte.  The  diplomatic  efforts  of  M.  Brune,  the 
French  minister  at  Constantinople,  were  completely 
ineffectual  to  produce  an  opposite  effect,  and  he  quitted 
that  capital  in  consequence,  highly  disgusted,  and  ex- 
pressing the  resentment  of  the  French  emperor  in  the 
.strongest  terms. 


END  OF  VOLUME   L 
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defeats  Gen.  Alvinxi,  288— compels  the  Pope  to  make  peace,  290 — oonqAers  the 
Frioli,  295— ^ondndes  an  armistice  with  the  Austriaas,  298 — wham  he  compels 
to  sue  ibr  peace,  300— embarics  for  Egypt,  bnd  takes  Malta,  321— lands  in 
Egypt,  322 — defeats  Mourad  Bey,  and  enters  Cairo,  32S^march«»  into  Syria, 
and  takes  Jaffa,  330 — arrives  before  Acre,  339 — after  a  siege  of  sixty  days, 
obliged  to  return  to  Egypt,  346— rdefcata  the  Turks  near  Alrxaodria,  and  sails 
for  France,  349 — ^received  with  acclamation  in  Paris,  429 — b  made  First  Consul, 
431 — makes  overtures  qf  Peace  to  the  Courts  of  London  and  Vienna,  434-— joins 
the  army  near  Lausanne,  and  crosses  the  Alps*,  448 — enters  Milan,  and  re-esta- 
blishes the  Cisalpine  Republic,  451 — defeats  Gen.  Mcias  at  Marengo,  453 — re- 
turns again  to  Paris,  and  signs  a  Concordat  with  the  Pope,  46l*—vi8itB  the  coasts, 
and  witnesses  an  attack  on  the  gun-boats  at  Boulogne,  513 — is  elevated  to  the 
imferial  diadem,  519,  53r — arrives  at  Strasbui^,  to  iiead  the  amy  against  Aus- 
tria, 604— addresses  the  Austrian  generals  at  Ulto,  617— €«lers  Vien)M,647 — 
gains  the  battle  of  Aosterlitx,  655 

Boulogne,  attacks  upon  the  flotflla  at,  565,680 

Btnine  t*^  th«  toMBMd  cif  Itae  FicMch  in  North  Hottind,  425— b  ^ftu^d  by  tte 
Vol.  L— 74.  4  0 
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BritUh  near  Alkroaar,  425 — after  obliging  the  British  to  evacuate  Hollaod,  taics 

t)ie  command  in  La  Vendee,  441 
Brunswipk,  tbe  Duke  of,  his  celebrated  Manifesto  from  CoUeotz,  96 
Brussels  taken  by  tbe  Frtncb,  186 

Cairo  taken  by  the  fVench,  323— insorrection  of  the  inhabitants  of,  3J6— besieged 

by  the  Britufa  and  Turks,  370 — tbe  French  army  here  capitulate,  371 
Capua  taken  by  the  French,  383 
Calais,  an  artack  on  the  gon-boais  at,  513 
Calendar,  a  new  one  introduced  into  France,  175 
'  Campaign  of  1800,  442— of  1805,  606 
Carriere  tried  and  executed,  207 
Catamaiin  project,  564 

Champiooet  commands  the  Republicaos  in  Italy,  418 
Charette  commands  the  Vendean  royalists,  239— some  account  of  bin,  242 
Chauvelin,  tbe  French  ambassador,  ordered  to  quit  tbe  Bridih  court,  126 
Clairfait  defeated  by  tbe  Republicans  at  Rnremond,  228 

Clergy  tbe  first  estate  of  the  French  kingdom.  42-~8hocking  decrees  against  them,175 
Cisalpine  Republic  first  formed,  300 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  172 

Conditions  of  the  (jeace  between  France  and  England,  463 
Constitution»--the  Republican  one  finished,  135— new  one  decreed,  213— oudm 

of  one,  250— the  Consular  one,  431 
Convention,  National,  assembled,  109 — ^abstract  of  its  acts,  257 
Coronation  of  Napoleon  I.  546 
Corsica,  the  sovereignty  of,  transferred  to  the  King  of  Great  Britaia,  168— «vaG»- 

ate^hy  the  British,  290 
Cosseir,  on  tbe  Red  Sea,  occupied  by  the  French,  329 
Custine  defeated  on  the  Rhine,  131— is  sacrificed,  174 

Dampier  commands  tlie  French  army  after  the  Defection  of  Duoourier,  131 
Danton,  Fabre  d'£glautine,  and  other  leaders  of  the  revoJatian.  nerisb  bv  the  gwt' 

lotine,l93  '^        ^       * 

Dauphin  of  France,  death  of  the,  216 
.  Decree  against  British  commerce,  494 
Deputies,  upwards  of  90  of  the  French,  put  under  arrest,  133 
Desaix,  Gen.  defeats  Mound  Bey  in  Upper  Egypt,  323,  and  at  S«iianbut,  3tS— 

passes  the  cities  of  Tentyra,  Thebes,  &c.  and  terminates  bis  march  at  Elephan. 

tma,  326— attempts  in  vain  to  confine  the  Mamelukes  in  the  desert,  328— makes 

peace  with  Mourad,  353— is  killed  at  tbe  battle  of  Marengo,  453 
Domingo,  St.  some  account  of  this  bland,  and  the  expulsion  of  tbe  Flench,  498» 

513,  561 
Dumourier  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  French  army,  101— defeated  by 

the  Prussians  at  Grandpr^.  105— gains  the  battle  of  Jamappe,  112-«ttacb 

Holland,  127 — delivers  up  to  the  enemy  the  commissioDcrs  sent  to  depose  hinip 

128,  and  himself  goes  over  to  the  Austrians,  129 
Dunkirk  attempted  to  be  besieged  by  the  Duke  of  York,  138 
Dutch  squadron  under  Admiral  Lucas  captured  by  the  BritiBb«  292— and  fleet  i 

Admiral  de  Winter  defeated  by  Admiral  Duncan,  315 

Elicabeth,  sister  to  Loub  XVI.  guillotined,  190 
Euiigrants,  French,  defeated  at  Quiberon  Bay,  240 
EiPjiire,  the  French,  under  Napoleon  I.  542 
Engfaien,  the  Ducd',  seized,  and  shot,  505 
Epitome  of  tbe  French  Constitution  of  1795,  260 
Europe,  equilibrium  of,  671 

Fayette,  the  Marquis  de  la,  made  commandant  of  Paris,  56— in  attenptine  to  Jeatt 

France,  is  taken  prisoner,  101 
Festival  in  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being,  196 
Figuiere  and  Rosas,  in  Spain,  taken  by  the  French,  219 
France  before  the  revolution,  41— divided  into  83  departments.  77-^Mds  aa  tie- 

vaicd  rank  io  Europe,  303— after  tba  treaty  of  Amiens,  466 
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Fntemltj  and  usistanoe  offered  to  all  people  who  with  to  procure  liberty,  111 

Frankfort  taken  bj  General  Joardan,  268 

Preytag,  the  Hanoveriaa  general,  defeated  near  Dunkirk,  by  the  French,  199 

Genera  annexiod  to  France,  321 

Genoa  the  icene  of  war  and  negodation,  249 — a  revolotion  in  its  gOYemment,  316 

Germany,  operations  here  in  1800, 445 

Grenville's,  Lord,  answer  to  the  overtures  of  the  First  Consul,  435 

Hanover  invaded  by  the  French  General  Mortier,  486 — the  capital  entered,  490 

Herbert,  Cloots,  and  other  deputies,  guillotined,  192 

Helder,  the,  taken  by  the  British,  4S4 

Hoche,  General,  appointed  to  the  oommand  in  La  Vendee,  217 — defeats  the  Emi* 

grants  at  Quiberon  Bay,  241 — fails  in  an  attempt  to  invade  Ireland,  293 
Holland  attacked  hy  the  Republicans,  126 — ^loss  of  her  colonial  possessions,  298 — 

invaded  by  the  British,  423 
Howe,  Lord,  defeats  the  fleet  from  Brest,  179 

Ibraham  Bey  slaughters  many  of  the  French  in  Cairo,-  350 

Invasion  of  England,  preparations  for  the,  496,510 — precautions  against  the,  5 15 

Jourdan  defeats  Prince  Cobourg  near  Maobeuge,  140 — his  famous  retreat,  272 — 

re-commences  hostilities  on  the  Danube,  388 — is  defeated  by  the  Archduke 

Charles,  392 
Ireland,  attempt  to  invade  it  by  Gen.  Hoche,  292 
Italy,  the  campaign  of  1799  commences  here,  393 — ^Napoleon  crowned  King  of,  580 

Klel>er  surrounded  by  the  enemy  in  Syria,  341 — appointed  commander  in  chief  in 
Egypt,  349— defeats  the  Turks  near  Heliopolis,  350— assassinated  at  Cairo,  351 
Kray,  the  Austrian  General,  defeats  the  French  in  Italy,  396 

Lamballe,  the  Princess  de,  murdered,  104 

I.iandrecy  taken  by  the  Allies,  181 

Lazaroni  of  Naples  take  up  arms,  382 — are  nearly  exterminated,  389 

Legislature,  meeting  of  the  new  French,  258 

Letter  of  Gen.  Bonaparte  from  Verona  to  the  Directory,  283 — of  the  First  Consul  to 
King  of  Great  Britain,  434 — of  Napoleon  I.  to  h'is  Britannic  Majesty,  h6T 

Lettres  de  Cachet,  the  pariiament  of  Grenoble  pass  a  decree  against,  7 

Ligurian  Republic  added  to  the  French  eropiie,  585 

Linois,  Admiral,  defeated  by  Capt.  Dance,  562 

Livre  Rouge,  or  red  book,  first  published,  49 

Iiodi,  the  bridge  of,  forced  by  Gen.  Bonaparte,  279 

Louis  XVI.  commands  the  registry  of  his  edicts,  t — he  opens  at  Versailles  the  as* 
sembly  of  the  States  General,  18 — accepts  the  new  constitution  of  the  Consti- 
tuent Assembly,  87 — ^is  arrested  at  St.  Menehoud  in  attempting  to  escape  from 
France,  84 — interrogated  by  the  Convention,  117— ^ndemned  to  death,  120 — 
guillotined,  122 — ^his  daughter  exchonged  for  the  Deputies  delivered  to  the  Allies 
by  Duroourier,  239 

Louis  XVIII.  anecdote  of  him  at  Verona,  282 

Lyons  nearly  destroyed  by  civil  war,  40 

Luneville,  a  congress  liera  to  treat  for  peace,  457 — concluded,  460 

Macdonald  defeated  by  Sowarrow  in  Italy,  408 

Mack,  General,  commander  of  the  Neapolitan  army,  enters  Rome,  381 — surren- 
ders the  Austrian  army  to  the  French  at  Ulm,  613 

Malta  taken  by  Gen.  Bonaparte,  321 

Malmesbury,  Lord,  fails  in  an  attempt  to  make  peace  with  France,  293, 314 

Manifesto  of  Baron  Novosiltzoff,  the  Russian  Minister,  588 — ^repty  to  it  by  tha 
French,  590 

Mantua  invested  by  the  French,  279 — taken  by  them,  269 

Marat  assassinated  by  Cbariotte  Cord^,  134 

Marie  Antlonette,  Queen  of  Fiance,  beheaded,  125 

Massacre  of  the  Swiss  guards,  99'-of  the  prisonen  in  Parb,  104-H>f  the  Beyi  m 
Egypt  by  the  Turks,  376 
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Massena  invades  the  Onsons,  3^9— his  opvmtioiu  on  the  lake  of  04ni««.^5— re- 
pulsed ia  an  attack  oii  the  Archduke  Charles, 413 — ^takea  the  oni»inand  i&Jfaff, 
491 ,  6^1 — ia  blocked  up  |n  Gfnoa,  443 — 'wbere  be  is  obliged  to  <apitolate,  ^2 

Melas,  the  Austrian  General,  defeats  Cliarapionet,  419 — his  operations  in  Italj  ae» 
conded  by  Lord  Keith,  446 — defeated  by  Bonaparte  at  MareOKo,  463-~-a^cr 
delivering  uprroany  strong  pUces  concludes  a  iruce  with  tkie  First  (>Bftoi»464 

Menou  takes  the  cooimond  iit  Egypt  after  the  death  of  Kleber,  361— defeated  by 
Sir  R.  Abercronibic,  366 — capit»4»te8  for  the  evacuation  of  I^ypt,  375 

Ment£,  Worms,  and  Spires,  taken  by  the  Republicans,  109 

Message  of  bis  Britannic  Majesty  to  Parliaaient  on  the  reeonmenceniCDt  of  bo^ 
tilities  with  France,  481 — of  the  First  Consul  to  the  Legislative  Bodj  on  the 
same  subject,  482 

Moreau  defeats  the  ImperiaKsts  at  Radstadt,  S67,— Gen.L|itonr,  273>— the  Anttiwns, 
and  takes  Keh),  303 — obliged  to  evacuate  the  Milaneae,  404— conmanda  tbe 
army  in  Germany,  446— gains  the  iMittle  of  Hohealinden,  469 — is  charged  wi(h 
plotting  against  the  consular  government,  502 — ^his  sentence  leaitted  on  ooiMfiKion 
of  retiring  to  America,  506,  516 

Milan  taken  by  Massena,  279 

Mirabeau,  the  first  interred  in  the  Pantheon,  83 

Mostapha  Pacha  defeated  by  the  French  near  Alexandria,  349 

Naples,  affairs  of,  379,  6<>9, 699 

National  Assembly,  this  name  voted  by  the  tiers  e*to£,  2t-^-opened  by  the  lung  at 

Versailles,  50 
National  Convention  assefibled,  109 
Napoleon. — Si'e  Bonaparte 
^  Naytfl  affoirs,  179,  «45,  314. 334,  513, 56t,  563, 676, 667 
N.eckar  recalled  to  France,  13 — oidered  to  qnit  the  kingdom,  53 — resigns,  81 
Nelson,  Admiral,  defeats  the  French  fleet  in  Aboukfr  Bay,  339— is  killed  at  the 

battle  of  Trafalgar,  668 
Netherlands,  the,  taken  by  the  French,  113 
Nobility  of  France,  what  they  were  before  the  revolution,  43 
Notables,  meetings  of  the,  5, 12,  38 
Nismes  the  scene  of  bloody  conflicts  between  the  Catholics  and  ProresfantJ^  79 

Oath  taken  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  a  copy  of  the,  80 

Oneglia  captured  by  the  Republicans,  224 

Operations  of  the  French  armies  in  the  Campugn  of  1805  in  Germany,  608,  in 

Italy,  621 
Orleans,  the  duke  of,  beheaded,  175 

Paine  and  Priestley  chosen  menbei's  o(  the  National  Convention,  109 

Parliaments  of  France,  what  they  were  before  the  revolution,  44 

Parties,  the  Girondists,  firissoiines,  and  the  Mountain,  111 

Peace,  negociatjons  for,  263,  434 — concluded  at  Basle  between  France  and  Sptia, 
237 — between  Great  Britain  and  France,  462 — of  Presbargb,  663 

Pction  demands  the  deposirion  of  the  king,  97 

Pichegro  commands  the  army  against  Holland.  230 — elected  president  of  the  Coondl 
of  Five  Hundred,  304 — charged  with  an  intention  to  restore  royalty,  313 — ar- 
rested for  plotting  against  the  consular  government,  604 — the  manner  of  his 
arrest,  616,  and  death,  617 

Pilnitz,  treaty  of,  come  account  of  the,  89 

Pope,  the,  compelled  to  make  peace  with  Bonaparte,  290^is  sent  into  exile,  319 

Prussia  commences  hostilities  against  the  Republic,  96 — her  armies  obliged  to  retreat 
from  France  with  disgrace,  107 — subsidized  by  England,  233 — cnmpiains  of  the 
violation  of  her  territory  at  Anspach,  635 

Rastadt,  the  negociations  for  peace  here  broken  off,  385 — ^the  French  deputies  at 

thu  place  murdered  on  their  return  home,  397 
Reply  of  Napoleon  to  an  address,  571 — to  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies  in  1805f  599 
Retrospective  view  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  681 
Revolution  in  France,  circumstances  which  led  to  it,  5 
Revolutionary  tribunal,  the  president,  judges,  jkc  of  it»  tried  and  exccnted,  213 
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Roberspierre  the  most  active  persecutor  of  the  royal  family,  123 — ^his  power  btglns 

to  decline,  201  --attempts  to  kill  himself,  204 — is  tried,  and  gmlloiined,  205 
Rohan,  the  Prince  de,  and  his  army  taken  by  G^n.  St.  Cyr,  632 
Rome,  a  commotion  here,  317 — taken  possession  of  by  Berthier,  318 
Royal  Family,  some  of  them  quit  France,  83 — the  rest  committed  to  the  Temple,  100 
Russian  army  under  Suwarrow  joins  the  Austriaos  in  Italy,  396 — aopou&t  of  the 
battle  of  Austerlitz,  656 

Sebastian,  St.  and  Fonterabia  taken  by  the  French,  222 
\  Scbastiani's  mission  to  Egypt,  Syria,  &c.  468 
Senate,  a  new  term  introduced  into  the  French  constitution,  432 — debates  in  the, 

on  the  proposition  for  making  Bonaparte  emperor  of  France,  521, 530 — addresa 

of  the,  to  the  emperor  before  his  coronation,  547 
Sieyes  elected  a  member  of  tlie  Directory,  411 — made  one  of  the  consols,  431 
Spain  makes  a  treaty  with  France,  and  declares  war  against  England,  269 
Spaniards,  the,  defeated  by  Gen.  Dugommier,  217 
Spani&h  frigates  captured  by  the  British,  564 
Stadtholder,  the» escapes  from  Schevelmg  in  a  fishing-boat,  232 
States  General,  assembly  of  the,  16 

Story,  the  Dutch  admiral,  surrenders  his  squadron  to  the  British,  424 
Suwarrow  assumes  the  command  uf  the  Allies  in  Italy,  396 — ^takes  Turin  by  assanlt, 

405 — defeats  Macdonald,  408 — captures  Mantua,  410 — checked  by  M asaena, 

lie  retreats  towards  the  Rhine,  416 — returns  to  Russia,  418 
Sweden,  the  king  of,  assassinated  by  Ankerstrom,  92 
Switaerland- subjugated  by  France,  320 
Sydney  Smith  burns  the  fleet  atTooioo,  142 — some  account  of  him,  338    '  * 

Toulon  surrendered  to  the  English,  141 — ^retaken  by  the  Republicans^  142 

Trafalgar,  the  battle  of,  667 

Treaty  of  Pilnttz;  189'-of  Campo  Formio,  Sl5^between  Russia  and  England, 

objects  ol  thr,  587— «f  Presburgb,  copy  of  the,  663 
Tribunate  instituted,  432 — report  of,  on  making  Bonaparte  emperor  of  the  Fren€)i,587 
Turin  oceupieH  by  the  French,  and  the  king  obliged  to  retire  to  Sardinia,  381 
Turkey  in  a  state  of  decay  and  delapidation,  702 

Valenciennes  besieged,  131— and  taken  by  the  Duke  of  York,  136 

Vendean  war,  some  account  of  It,  130, 168,  243, 440 

Venetians,  the,  rise  against  Republicans,  and  murder  the  sick  and  wounded,  300 

Venice  delivered  to  the  Austrians,  316 — the  states  of,  organized  by  Napoleon,  679 

Versailles  the  scene  of  sanguinary  acts,  73 

Veto  of  Louis  XVI.  to  the  decrees  of  the  National  Assembly,  88 

Victor  Hughes'  cruelty  in  the  West  Indies,  235 

Vienna  first  occupied  by  the  French,  645 

Villeneuve,  Adro.  attacks  Adm.  Calder,  575 — defeated  by  Lord  Nelson,  667 

Ulm,and  Gen.  Mack's  army,  taken  by  the  French,  612 

War  declared  by  the  French  against  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  92 — ^against  England, 
Holland,  and  Spain,  126 — against  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  Duke  of  Tus- 
cany, 385 — renewed  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  482 — declared  bj 
Spain  against  Great  Britain,  566 

West  Indies,  the  Republicans  successful  here,  234,  291 — several  islands  of  the» 
taken  by  the  English,  501 

Whitworth's  (Lord)  interview  with  Bonaparte,  472 — he  quits  France,  479    ^ 

Wormser,  the  Austrian  general,  defeats  the  French  at  Weissembourg,  169 — takes  the 
command  in  Italy,  280-<-enters  Mantua  with  the  wreck  of  his  army,  284 

York,  the  Duke  of,  defeats  the  French  near  Toumay,  182 — ^retires  to  Renalx,  185 
— retreats  to  the  plains  of  Breda,  227 — his  head-quarters.transferred  to  Ambeim, 
229 — quits  the  army  and  returns  to  England,  230 — lands  in  Hollatid  and  defeali 

'     9en.  Brone,  425— is  obliged  to  evacaat*  HtUand,  428 
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